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DUtrid  of  ()o»nedieuit  hb. 

BE  it  remembered,  that  od  the  twenty -secoiid  day  of  June,  in  the  42d  jenr 
of  the  Independence  of  the  Umted  Statef  of  America,  Maltbj,  Goldsmith 
ft  Co.  mod  Samuel  Wadsworth,  of  the  said  diitrict,  hate  deposited  in  this  of- 
^ce  the  title  of  a  book,  the  right  whereof  thej  claim  at  proprietors,  in  the 
wordi  following,  to  wit :  "  A  complete  Historj  of  Coonecticat,  civil  and  eccle- 
*<  liastical,  from  the  emigration  of  its  first  planters,  from  England,  in  the  year 
'*  1630,  to  the  year  1764 ;  and  to  the  close  of  the  Indian  wars.  In  two  volumes. 
^'  By  Benjamin  Trumbull,  D.  D.  With  an  Appendix,  containing  the  original 
*'  Patent  of  New- England,  never  before  pablisned  in  Aoierica^ — In  conformi^ 
to  the  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  entitled,  ''  An  act  for  the  en- 
coaiagement  of  learning,  by  securing  the  copies  of  maps,  charts,  and  books,  to 
the  avtbors  and  proprietors  of  such  copies,  during  the  times  therein  mentioned.*' 

R.  I.  INGERSOLL, 
Clerk  of  the  District  of  ConheeticuL 
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T.  G.  fVoodward^  Printer,  i 
iState-St.  J^ew-Havetu     > 


TUliTACli. 


AUTHENTIC  history  is  pf  great  utility ;  especially,  to  the  eountrien 
and  people  whose  affairs  it  relates.  It  teacnes  human  nature,  poll- 
tics  and  niorsus ;  forms  the  head  and  heart  for  usefulness,  and  it  an  im- 
portant part  of  the  instruction  and  literature  of  states  and  nations.  While 
it  instructs,  it  affords  an  exalted  pleasure.  No  man  of  genius  and  curios- 
ity can  read  accounts  of  the  origm  of  liations,  the  discovery,  settlement,' 
and  progress  of  new  countries,  without  a  high  degree  of  entertainment. 
But  in  tne  settiement  of  his  own  country,  in  the  lives  of  his  ancestors,  in 
their  adventures,  momls,  jurisprudence  ^nd  heroism,  he  feels  himself  par- 
ticularly interested.  He  at  once  hecooies  a  party  in  their  affairs,  and  trav- 
fels  and  converses  with  them,  with  a  kind  or  filial  delight.  While  he  he- 
holds  them  braving  the  horrors  of  the  desert,  the  terrors  of  the  savage, 
the  distresses  of  famine  and  war,  he  admires  their  courage,  and  is  pleas- 
ed with  all  their  escapes  from  dainger,  and  all  their  pracress  in  settlement, 
population,  opulence,  literature  and  happiness.  While  he  contemplates 
their  self-denial  and  persererance  in  surmounting  all  dangers  and  endur- 
jnz  all  hardships,  to  lorm  neiv  churches,  and  lay  Uie  foundations  of  new 
colonies  and  empires,  and  the  immensely  happy  conseaucnces  of  their 
conduct  in  turning  the  wilderness  into  gardens  and  fruitlul  fields,  and  in 
transmitting  liber^  and  religion  to  posterity,  he  is  struck  with  a  pleasing 
astonishment  The  pious  man  views  a  divine  hand  conducting  the  whole, 
gives  thanks,  adores  and  loves.  No  history  is  better  calculated  to  pro- 
duce these  happy  effects,  than  that  of  New-England  and  Connecticiil 

Connecticut,  originally  consisting  of  two  colonies,  replete  with  Indians, 
and  connected  as  it  was  with  the  neighboring  colonies,  affords  much  in- 
teresting  matter  for  history.  An  authentic  and  impartial  aecoiinit*<tf  the 
affairs  of  the  colony  had  long  been  an  object  of  the  wishes  of  tbelerida- 
ture,  and  of  many  gentlemen  of  principal  character  both  in  chidrca  m4 
commonwealth. 

In  these  vie^vs  the  writer,  many  years  since,  determined  to 
the  compilation  of  the  history  winch  is  preiented  to  the  publielb  tllB 
lowing  sheets.  He  wished  for  the  improve^ncnt  which  sueh  a  w< 
might  afford  iiim,  and  for  the  pleasure  of  contributing  his  ihite  to  the  ser- 
vice of  the  comrouni^  in  Which  he  received  his  bi^  4ftd'edu<!ation,  and 
has  enjoyed  such  dislumUied  liberty  and  ifaummiaes.  . 

Id  porsOBiiee  of  hii  design,  he  coDected  ail  books  and  nmuscripts 
from  which  he  could  expect  assistance.*  He  reai  the  records  o( Connec- 
ticut, New-Haven  and  the  United  Colonies;  ana  extracted  whatevpr  bt 
judged  important.  He  made  a  'journey  to  Boaton,  examined  tfe  collec- 
tion of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Prince,  and  minuted  erery  thing  which  he  could 
find  relative  to  Connecticut  To  him,  at  the  time  he  was  about  writing 
tjie  Chronological  History  of  New-England,  tiie  ancient  ministers,  and 
other  principaJ  genticmen  in  Connecticut,  had  transmitted  accounts  of 
|he  aettlement  of  the  towns  and  churches  to  which  they  respectiveU'  be- 
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longod.  In  this  collodion,  important  information  was  t'ound,  which  cou'uX 
have  Ik'oii  ohtained  from  no  other  sourer.  The  author  visited  most  of 
the  principal  towns^  an<i  places  of  burial,  apd  obtain«^d  from  rccord>, 
monuments,  and  mm  of  intelligence,  whatever  tJiey  could  communicate 
cm  the  subject.  The  ministers  andiclerks  of  the  respective  towns,  and 
other  gentlemen  of  character,  assisted  him  in  his  researches.  The  hon- 
orable legislature,  having  been  made  acquainted  with  his  design,  passed  a 
f^nert)us  resolve,  whkh  gave  him  access  to  their  records  and  papers  on 
ille. 

His  excellenry  governor  Trumbull,  than  whom  no  man  had  a  raora 
thorough  acquaintance  with  the  history  of  the  colony,  employed  his  in- 
fluence and  friendship  for  his  assistance,  and  furnished  him  with  manv 
Important  papers.  In  a  letter  to  him  on  the  subject,  he  expresses  himself 
in  this  manner — *'  I  wish  you  success,  and  to  afford  you  all  the  assistance 
in  my  power.  I  imagine  the  eariit^t  times  of  the  coloiiy  will  be  attended 
with  tbe  most  diiric4ilty,  to  collect  the  facts  with  sufficient  certainty — 
IV herein  the  great  excellency  of  a  history  consists.  Such  an  one  I  have 
long  diMMred  to  see.  It  must  be  a  work  of  time  and  indofatigabht  labour 
and  industry,  since  it  has  Iteen  so  long  neglected,  a.- 1  the  materials,  ma- 
iiy  of  them,  almost  l(»st,  and  others  scattered,  and  all  need  so  much  carr 
in  collecting,  time  in  comparing,  and  judgment  in  compiling."  The 
truth  of  thebe  observations,  the  author  h:ith  fully  experienced;  how  fat 
lie  hath  acted  upon  them  must  he  di^termined  by  tlie  public  opinion. 

The  honurahle  George  Wyllys,  Esq,  late  secretary  of  the  slate,  w;is 
second  to  none  in  the  assistance  and  encouragement  which  heafibrdcd. 
From  these  various  sources,  the  author,  in  1774,  found  himself  possessed 
of  an  ample  and  important  collection  ;  and  determined  to  write  the  first 
volume  of  the  history,  as  soon  as  miglilfoe,  with  convenience.  But  before 
he  had  entered  upon  the  work,  the  war  commenced  between  Great-Bri- 
tain and  her  colonies,  and  the  universal  attention  was  turned  to  a  very  dif- 
ferent object.  It  was  conceived  to  be  dangerous  for  any  of  the  publir 
p.npers  to  be  kept  so  near  the  sea  coast  as  the  place  of  his  residence.  A 
great  number  pi  papers,  therefore,  which  he  had  received  from  governor 
Trumliull,  and  otners  which  had  been  taken  out  of  the  olTice  at  Hart- 
ford, wcits  returned  to  their  respective  offices. 

For  a  number  of  years  after  tne  war,  the  state  of  the  country  was  alto- 
l^ether  unfavorable  for  publications  of  this  kind.  It  was  neveitheless  still 
hojTed  that  an  opportunity  would  present  for  the  publication  of  such  a 
work  to  advantage,  and  the  design  of  writing  was  not  wholly  given  up. 

However,  before  the  writer  haa  entered  upon  the  work,  he  was  invited, 
by  a  vote  of  llie  (}ennral  Association  qf  the  state,  to  compile  a  different 
history.  lilany  objections  pre.sented  themselves  to  his  mind  against  en- 
j^aging  in  the  work  propostid  by  tiiat  venerable  body.  But  after  these 
bad  been  fully  coiniuunicated,  the  soliciUition  was  renewed.  In  conse- 
quence of  which,  and  the  opinion  and  advice  of  some  principal  gentlemen 
of  the  legislature,  he  wa?  induced  to  undcrtxil:e  the  writing  of  a  general 
history  of  tlie  United  States  of  America,  from  tlie  first  discovery  of  this 
Dorthem  continent  until  the  vcar  1792,  including  three  complete  centu- 
ries. In  making  collections  lor  this,  and  in  the  compilation  of  it,  all  the 
leisure  hours  wluch  he  could  posaihly  redeem,  by  early  rising  and  an  in- 
defatigable attention  to  business,  from  the  stated  labours  of  liis  office, 
have  been,  for  nearly  ten  years,  employed. 

In  the  progress  of  this  work  it  became  necessary  to  have  frequent  re- 
course to  his  former  collections,  which,  by  this  time,  had  been  m  a  man- 
ner forgotten.  By  this  means  the  ideas  of  the  ample  materials  which 
had  beenjirepired,  for  the  history  of  Connecticut,  were  revived  in  hi« 
DUDfJL    ^N  hen  he  contemplated  the  pains  and  expense  at  which  they  ha<!> 


been  collected,  the  countenance  which  he  had  rrcci\  rd  from  the  TegisU' 
tur«|  and  the  general  expectations  which  had  been  I'litcTtaiucd  with  r^ 
spect  to  a  history  of  Connecticut,  it  appeared  tu  him  not  very  consistent 
with  that  respectful  and  generous  treatment  which  he  owed  more  partic- 
ularly to  his  own  state,  to  publbh  a  large  history  of  the  United  States, 
while  he  neglectfHl  theirs.  It  also  appeared  to  be  a  duty,  which  he  owetl 
to  himself  and  family,  as  well  as  the  public,  not  to  sutler  all  his  former 
pains  and  expense,  in  his  collections  for  the  history  of  Coimecticuti  to  b(^^ 
lost.  Upon  a  mature  view  of  the  case,  and  the  advice  of  a  nuoHber  of 
his  brethren  in  the  ministry,  he  determined  to  suspend  the  writing  ofthn 
history  of  the  United  States,  until  he  should  publish  one  volume,  aV 
least,  of  the  history  oi  Connecticut  If  this  should  meet  the  public  ap- 
probation, it  might  assist  him  in  introducing  a  larger  work,  ana  render  it 
more  cxtensivelv  useful.  If  the  hi!«tory  of  Connectirut  siioukl  be  unpop- 
ular, it  would  give  him  a  profitable  admonition,  and  prevent  a  greater 
misfortune,  by  a  larger  and  more  expensive  publication. 

About  the  middle  of  December,  1790,  he  began  to  look  over  andar* 
range  his  papers  and  to  coiiipUc  the  following  history.  Since  that  time 
he  hath  examined  the  papers  on  ftle  in  the  secretary's  office,  and  taken  . 
out  such  a»  were  neeessary,  composed  and  copied  ou  with  his  own  hands 
tlie  history  now  published,  besides  preaching  twice  on  every  Lord^s  day, 
lectures  on  proper  occasions,  and  attending  the  other  duties  of  his  office. 

The  death  of  tliat  truly  worthy  gentleman,  the  honorable  George 
Wylivs,  the  former  secretary,  considerably  retarded  the  work,  as  more 
time  has  been  employed  in  examining  the  files  than  otherwise  would  have 
been  necessary. 

In  compiling  the  history,  great  pains  have  been  taken  to  exhibit  tlie 
state  of  tne  country  when  the  first  settlements  commenced,  to  present 
every  important  transaction  in  a  candid  and  clear  view,  and  to  malce  such 
an  arrangement  of  the  whole,  as  tliat  every  preceding  chapter  nught  pre- 
pare the  way  for  the  next,  and  add  perspicuity  to  the  stor3% 

As  this  is  the  first  history  of  the  colony,  and  as  time  effaces  ancient  re- 
cords and  papers,  and  eradicates  from  the  mind  of  man  the  remembrance 
of  former  transactions^  ttie  compiler  judged  it  expedient  to  make  it  more 
full  and  particular,  tlian  otherwise  might  have  been  necessary  or  propeiL 
He  imagined,  that  no  person  would,  probably,  hereafter  have  the  same 
advantages  which  he  has  had,  nor  take  the  same  pains  which  he  has  tak- 
en, to  examine  the  ancient  reroi*ds,  histories  and  manuscripts  of  the 
country.  He  wished  to  assist  I'uture  historians,  and  that  notbinf^  utefiM 
and  important,  respecting  church  or  state,  might  be  lost  As  he  has 
aimed  at  information  and  usefulness,  he  has  avoided  all  circumlocutions, 
reasonings  and  opinions  of  his  own,  and  attempted  to  fill  every  pege  witb 
history.  The  florid  and  pompous  style  has  been  avoided,  as. Hnnatufal 
and  improper  in  historic  writings,  and  the  easy  aiid  familiar  has  been  at- 
tempted. The  compiler  has  judged  his  time  too  precious,  and  the  field 
of  usefulness  before  him  too  extensive,  to  busy  liimself  in  rounding  peri- 
ods, and  guarding  aeainst  every  little  matter  which  might  afford  busmess 
for  the  en  tic.  He  has,  however,  aimed  at  authenticity,  propriety  and 
perspicuity.  He  has  wished  to  avoid  the  dull  and  dry  manner,  and  to 
write  with  a  becoming  deference  tc»  the  public. 

The  account  which  has  been  given  of  the  sources  whence  the  compiler 
has  obtained  his  information,  the  t|iii»tations  in  the  hudy  of  the  work,  tim 
references  made  in  the  marginal  notes  to  authors,  records,  and  manu- 
*<cripts,  with  the  appendix,  it  is  imagined,  will  be  abundantly  suflicientto 
antnenticnte  what  has  been  written.  Indeed,  very  little  has  been  taken 
upon  tradition. 

Had  the  history  been  written  more  leisurely  a!)d  with  fewer  avocations 
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it  might  have  beeu  more  perfect ;  but  as  it  was  desired  to  make  aa  short  a 
pause  as  possible  in  writing  the  history  of  the  United  States,  it  waa  jndg- 
ed  inexpedient  to  employ  more  time  upon  it. 

The  author  is  under  (|^reat  disadvantages  for  historic  writing.  He  ean 
commaod  no  time  for  himself.  The  work  of  the  ministry,  which  is  his 
chosen  and  beloved  employment,  after  all  his  application,  so  engrosses 
his  timet  that  sometimes  for  Mreeks  and  months,  after  all  his  application, 
he  cannot  And  a  single  day  for  the  compilation  of  history.  When  he  has 
Attempted  it,  he  has  been  able  scarcely  to  write  a  page  without  interrup- 
tion. Often  he  has  been  so  fatigued  with  other  studies,  as  to  be  in  cir- 
cumstances not  the  most  favorable  for  composition. 

It  may,  possibly,  be  thoug^ht  a  great  neglect,  or  matter  of  partiality, 
that  no  account  is  given  of  witchcraft  in  Connecticut  l%e  only  reason 
i^  that  after  tiie  most  careful  researches,  no  indictment  of  any  person  for 
tftat  crimen  nor  any  process  relative  to  that  affair,  can  be  round.  The 
minute  in  Oof's  journal,  published  by  governor  Hutchinson,  relative  to 
the  execution  of  Ann  Coles,  and  an  obscure  tradition  that  one  or  two 
persons  were  executed  at  Stratford,  is  all  the  information  to  be  found  rel- 
ative to  that  unhappy  affair. 

Tlie  countenance  and  assistance  which  the  honorahle  le^iakiture  have 
given  the  writer,  hy  aUowing  him  a  free  access  to  the  puhhc  records  and 
papers,  is  most  respectfully  acknowledged. 

Tlie  attention  and  complaisance  with  which  he  has  heen  treated  by  the 
flecretaries  of  the  state,  and  their  respective  fiunilies,  while  he  has  had  oc- 
casion to  examine  the  public  reconu  and  papers,  challenge  tbe  warmest 
ejmressions  of  his  gratitude. 

To  his  brethren  in  the  ministry,  the  gentlemen  of  the  har,  and  the 
towns  who  have  so  generously  encouraged  and  supported  the  subscrip- 
tion, he  returns  his  grateful  acknowledgments. 

The  labor  of  collecting  the  materials  for  tiie  history  and  compilement, 
has  been  almost  incrediole.  The  expense  of  publication  will  oe  great. 
However,  should  it  meet  a  favorable  reception,  assist  the  legislator  or  di- 
vine, the  gentlemen  of  the  bench  or  of  the  bar  ;  should  it  afford  instruction 
and  pleasure  to  Uie  sons  and  daughters  of  the  state,  and  in  any  degree 
adrance  its  morals  or  literature,  it  will  be  an  ample  compensation. 


CHAPTER  I. 

tNTKODUCTION;  Thediscovery  of  North- America  and  NajT-Cvg" 
land.  Captain  Smith's  discoFery.  The  country  is  named  New-Eng- 
lancL  Neff-PlTmouth  settled.  The  great  patent  of  New-England, 
and  patent  of  Massachusettd. .  The  settlement  of  Salem,  CharteMbwn, 
Boston,  and  other  towns  in  Massachusetts.  Mr.Warham,  Mr.  Phiflips 
and  Mr.  Hooker,  with  othenr  of  the  first  planters  of  Connecticut,  airiTO 
and  make  settlements  at  Dqrchester,  Watertown,  and  Newtowii* 
Their  churches  are  formed  and  they  are  ordained. 


CHAPTER  II.  J* 

The  patent  of  Connecticut-  The  situation,  extent,  boundaries  ami  area 
of  the  settled  part  of  the  colony^  The  discovery  of  Connecticut  river  j 
a  description  of  it,  and  the  signification  of  its  name.  The  colony  de* 
rives  its  name  from  the  rivar.  Description  of  other  rivers.  Plymoudi 
and  Dutch  houses.    Prospects  of  ti^de  upon  the  river* 


CHAPTER  III. 

The  state  of  the  country  of  Connecticut  when  the  settlement  of  the  colo- 
ny began.  Its  trees  and  fruits.  Its  animals.  Number,  situation,  gen- 
ius, manners,  arms,  utensils  and  wars  of  the  Indians. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

The  people  at  Dorchester,  Watertown,  and  Newtown,  finding  themselves 
straightened  in  the  Massachusetts,  determine  to  remove  to  Connecticut. 
Debates  in  Massachusetts  relative  to  their  removal.  The  general  eoort 
at  first  prohibited  it,  but  afterwards  cave  its  consent.  The  people  re- 
moved and  settled  the  towns  of  Wincbor,  Hartford  and  WeathersSeld^ 
Hardships  and  losses  of  the  first  winters.  '  ^    . 
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CHAPTER  V. 

The  war  with  the  Poqiints.    The  origin  of  if.    The  murder  of  Captaiur 
Htone  and  Norton,  of  Mr.  Oidhain  and  others.     Mr.  Er^coVs  expedi- 
tion against  them.    The  Pequots  kiH  a  nunibr*r  of  the  garrison  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  and  besieee  the  fort.    Captain  Mason  is  sent  down 
from  Connecticut  witb  a  reinforcement.    The  enemy  make  a  descent 
on  Weathcrsfirld,  torture  and  mock  the  English.  The  court  at  Connec 
ticut  declares  war  against  them.     Captain-  Mason  takes  Mistic  fort. 
HassacUB  ilostroys  his  royal  fortress  and  flees  to  the  westward.    A  sec- 
ond expedition  is  undertaken  against  the  Pequots  conjointly,  by  Massa 
chuaetto  and  Connecticut.    The  great  swamp  Aght.    The  Pequot*> 
subdued.    Saseacus  flying  to  the  Mohawks  was  behe-adcd.    The  capti- 

.  tated  and  surviving  Pequots,  after  the  war,  were  given  to  the^VIohea^n^' 
-and  Narragansets,  and  their  name  extinguished. 

CHAPTER  VI. 

XrrBCTB  of  the  war.  Great  scarcity  in  Connecticut,  and  means  taken  X(^ 
refieve  the  necessities  of  the  people.  Settlement  of  New- Haven. 
PFantation  covenant  Means  for  the  defence  of  the  colony.  Captain 
Maaon  made  major  general.  Civil  constitution  of  Connecticut,  formed 
bj  toluntary  compact.  First  general  election  at  Connecticut.  Gov- 
emon  and  magistrates.  General  rights  of  the  people,  and  principal 
laws  of  the  colony.  Constitution  and  laws  of  New-Haven.  Purchasi 
and  settlement  of  several  towns  in  Connecticut  and  New-Haven. 

CHAPTER  VII. 

The  progress  of  purchase,  settlement,  and  law  in  the  colonies  of  Connec- 
ticut and  New- Haven.  The  effect  of  the  conquest  of  the  Pequots  on 
the  natives,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  were  treated.  Purchases  of 
them.  Towns  settled.  Divisions  at  Weathersfield  occasion  the  settle- 
ment of  Stamfonl.  Troubles  with  the  Ducth  and  Indians.  Capital 
laws  of  Connecticut.  Tlie  confederation  of  the  united  colonies.  Fur- 
tlier  troubles  with  the  Indians.  Vict(»ry  of  Uncas  over  the  Narragan- 
■ets,  and  capture  of  their  sachem.  The  advice  of  the  commissioners 
raapecting  Miimtonimoh.  His  execution.  Precautions  of  the  colonies 
to  prevent  war.  The  Dutch,  harassed  by  an  Indian  war,  apply  to  Neii'  - 
Haven  for  assistance* 

CHAPTER  VI 11. 

Public  fasts  appointed.  Indians  continue  hostile,  and  commit  murder. 
Acts  of  tlie  commissioners  respecting  them.  Bran  ford  settled.  Towns 
in  Connecticut.  Message  of  the  commissioners  to  the  Narragansets. 
Their  agreement  rcspcctmg  Uncas.  Long-Island  Indians  taken  under 
the  protection  c»f  the  United  colonies.  Massachusetts  claim  part  of 
the  Pequot  country  and  Waranoke.  Determination  of  the  commia- 
aioncrs  respecting  said  claim.  Agreement  with  Mr.  Fcnwick  relatife 
to«  Say  brook  fort  and  the  adjacent  country.  Fortifications  advaooed. 
Estraordinary  meeting  of  the  commissioners  to  suppress  the  outragei 
0f  the  NarraganseU^.    War  proclaimed  and  troops  sent  acaiiist  thras. 

.  flThey  treat  and  prevent  war.    Fairfield  object  to  a  jury  of^wu    Cpn-^ 
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troversy  with  the  Dutch.  The  Indians  plot  against  tlie  life  of  govern- 
or Hopkins  and  other  principal  sentlemen  at  Hartford.  Damages  at 
Windsor.  Battle  between  the  Dutch  and  Indians.  Losses  of  New - 
Haven.  Dispute  with  Massacliusetts  relative  to  the  impost  at  Say- 
brook.  Mr.  Wiuthrop's  claim  of  the  Nehantick  country.  Settlement 
of  accounts  between  the  colonies. 

CHAPTER  IX. 

ISettlement  of  New-London.  Salaries  first  granted  to  civil  officers. 
Troubles  with  the  Narragaiiset  Indians.  Rhode-Island  petitions  to  be 
united  with  the  colonies  in  coafederatioo.  The  Massachusetti  retnme 
the  affair  of  the  impost.  Mr.  Westerhouse  complains  of  the  sessure  of 
his  vessel  by  the  Dutch,  in  the  harbour  of  New-Haven.  Murders  com- 
jnitted  by  the  Indians ; — resolutions  respecting  the  murderers.  Body 
of  laws  compiled.  Debates  relative  to  the  settlement  of  DelawaK. 
The  Pcquots  revolt  from  Uncas,  and  petition  the  Eii|^sh.  Resolu- 
tion respecting  them.  Mr.  Westerhouse  petitioiis  to  make  repril||| 
from  the  Dutch.  Letter  to  the  Dutch  governor.  Further  sltenstAamT 
respecting  the  hapost  Final  issue  of  that  affair.  The  conduct  of  t)|j|» 
Massachusetts  upon  its  decision,  and  the  declaration  of  the  coiBiniil 
sioners  resi)ecting  it.  Their  treatment  of  Connecticut  respecting  the 
line  between  the  colonics.  The  court  at  Connecticut  determine  to 
avenge  the  death  of  John  Whitmore,  and  detach  men  to  te|lt  th^ 
jnuruerer. 

CHAPTER  X. 

Court  of  election  at  Hartford.  Grants  to  captain  Mason.  The  com- 
missioners meet  and  dispatch  captain  Atherton  to  the  Narragansets. 
Their  message  to  Ninigr^te.  The  Dutch  Governor  arrives  at  Hart- 
ford, and  refers  tlie  differences  between  him  and  the  colonies  to  arbi- 
trators. Their  determination,  and  the  line  is  fixed  between  the  Eng- 
lish and  Dutch  plantations.  Agreements  with  Mr.  Fenwick  occasion 
general  uneasiness.  Committees  are  appointed  to  explain  and  ascer- 
tain them.  Towns  are  invited  to  attend  the  committees,  by  their  dep- 
uties, at  Saybrook.  An  act  for  the  encouragement  of  Mr.  Winthrop 
in  seeking  and  improving  mines.  Norwalk  and  Mattabeseck  settled 
and  made  towns.  The  colony  of  New-Haven  make  another  attempt 
to  settle  at  Delaware  The  Dutch  Governor  seizes  the  company  and 
frustrates  the  design.  He  pursues  his  former  line  of  conduct  towards 
the  colonies.  The  resolutions  of  the  commissioners  relative  to  his 
conduct,  to  the  settlement  of  Delaware,  and  the  tribute  to  be  paid  by 
the  Pequots.  French  commissioners  from  Canada.  Their  proposals. 
Hcply  to  them.  The  Dutch  governor  and  Indians  concert  a  plan  to 
extirpate  the  colonies.  The  commissioners  meet,  and  dispatch  agents 
to  the  Dutch  governor.  They  determine  upon  war,  unless  he  should 
manifest  his  itmocence,  and  redress  the  grievances  of  the  colonies. 
They  determine  on  the  number  of  mei:i  to  be  raised,  and  draw  a  dec- 
laration of  the  reasons  of  the  war.  The  agents  return  unsuccessful. 
The  commissioners  meet  again,  and  determine  to  make  war  upon  the 
;  Dutch  and  Narraganset  Indians.  The  general  court  of  Massachusetts 
'#  Mfuses  to  raise  men,  and  prevents  the  war.  Altercations  betireen 
'*  that  general  court  and  the  commissioners,  and  between  that  and  the 
Mieial  courts  of  Connecticut  and  New-Haven.  The  alarm  and  dkh 
^imkfttut  plantations  m  these  colonies.    Their  general  courts  prolM 
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against  the  court  of  Massachusetts,  as  violaters  of  the  articles  of  con- 
federation ;  and  write  to  Cromwell  and  the  parliament  for  assistance. 
The  tumultuous  stute  of  the  inhabitants  in  several  of  the  towns. 

CHAPTER  XI. 

T^E  death  and  character  of  Governor  Haynes.  The  freemen  of  Con- 
necticut meet  and  appoiot  a  moderator.  Mr.  Ludlow  removes  to  Vir- 
S'nia.  The  spirited  conduct  of  the  people  at  Milfbrd,  in  recoverinp; 
anning's  vessel.  The  freemen  add  to  the  fundamental  articleq. 
Fleet  arrives  at  Boston  for  the  reduction  of  the  Dutch.  The  colonies 
agree  to  raise  men  to  assist  the  armament  from  England.  Peace  pre- 
Tents  the  expedition.  Tte  general  court  at  New-Haven,  charge  the 
Afassachusettii  with  a  breach  of  the  confederation.  They  refuse  to  join 
in  a  war  against  Ninigrate,  and  oblige  Connecticut  and  New-Haven  to 

.   provide  for  the  defence  of  themselves  and  their  allies.    Ninigrate  con- 

tinumg  his  hostile  measures,  the  commissioners  send  messengers  to  him. 

His  answer  to  them.    They  declare  war,  and  send  an  army  against 

him.    The  art  of  JVJassachusetts  and  the  deceit  of  Major  Willard,  defeat 

,     ^e  designed  expedition,  The  number  of  rateable  polls,  and  tlie  amount 

.  of  the  list  of  Connecticut.  The  Pequots  are  taken  under  their  protec- 
.tioo.  Ninigrate  persisting  in  his  hostilities  against  the  Indians  upon 
Long-Island,  the  general  court  adopt  measures  for  the  defence  of  the  In- 
dians and  the  English  inhabitants  there.  New-Haven  perfect  and  print 
thefa*  laws.  The  answer  of  New-Haven  to  the  protector's  invitation, 
that  they  would  remove  to  Jamaica.  Reply  of  the  commissioners  to 
jthe  Dutch  governor.  Unpas  embroils  the  country  Deaths  and  charr 
acters  of  Governors  Eaton  and  Hopkins.  Settlement  of  Stonington. 
Mr.  Winthrop  chosen  governor.  The  third  fundamental  article  is  al- 
tered by  the  freemen.  Mr.  Fitch  and  his  church  and  people  remove  to 
Norwich.  Final  settlement  of  accounts  with  the  heirs  of  Mr.  Fenwick. 
Deputy  governor  Mason  resigns  the  Muheagan  lands  to  the  colony. 

CHAPTER  XII. 

^HK  general  court  of  Connecticut  declare  their  loyalty  and  submission  to 
the  king  ;  determine  to  address  his  majesty,  and  apply  for  charter  priv- 
ileges. A  petition  to  his  majesty  is  prepared,  and  a  letter  addressed  to 
lord  Say  and  Seal.  Governor  Winthrop  is  appointed  the  colony's 
agent,  to  present  their  petition,  and  solicit  a  patent  Regicides  con- 
demned*  •  Whalley  and  Goffe  arrive  at  Boston ;  escape  to  New-Hviv- 
en,  and  are  kindly  entertained,  and  kept  from  theic  piirsuers.  New- 
Haven  falls  into  great  trouble  and  danger  on  that  account.  New-Hav- 
en excuse  themselves  ;  decline  sending  an  agent ;  but  join  with  Mas- 
sachusetts in  supporting  one.  The  king  proclaimed.  Governor  Win- 
throp obtains  the  charter  of  Connecticut.  First  governor  and  council 
under  the  charter.  Representation  of  the  constitution  it  ordains,  and 
the  privileges  it  conveys.  Didiculties  of  the  colony  of  New-Haven. 
|9|rernor  Leet's  address.  Charter  of  Connecticut  arrives.  Proceed- 
ings of  Connecticut  in  consecjuence  of  the  charter.  They  extend  their 
jurisdiction  to  all  places  within  the  jimits  of  their  patent,  and  challenge 
New-Haven  colony,  as  under  their  jurisdiction.  Controversy  between 
the  two  colonies.  Settlement  of  Killingworth.  t^atenl  of  the  duke  of 
yoik.  Colonel  Nichols  and  commissioners  arrive  ;  reduce  all  the 
Dutch  settlements.  Their  extraordinary  powers.  Important  crisis  of 
V^onecUcut.     The  general  court  make  a  present  to  the  coofimissi^n- 
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jers.  Answer  to  the  proppsitions  from  his  m^esty,  and  reply  to  the 
duke  of  Hamilton's  claim  and  petition.  Boundaries  between  Connec> 
ticut  and  New- York.    Union  of  Connecticut  and  New-Haven. 

CHAPTER  XIII. 

A  VIEW  of  the  churehes  of  Connecticut  jpnd  New-Haven,  from  their  fint ' 
settlement,  until  their  union,  in  1665.  Their  ministers.  The  chAnc- 
ier  of  the  ministers  and  first  planters.  Their  religious  and  political  sen- 
timents. Gathering  of  the  churches  of  New-Haven  and  Milford.  In- 
stallation of  Mr.  Davenport  and  Mr.  Prudden.  Church  formid  at 
Guilford.  Number  of  ministers  in  Connecticut  and  New-Hawi  be- 
fore the  union.  Proportion  of  ministers  to  the  people,  beforey  and  at 
the  union.  Harmony  between  the  civil  nden  and  the  clergy.  loflu- 
ence  of  the  clergy,  and  the  reasons  of  it  Their  opposition  to  Aotln^ 
mianism.  Assisted  in  the  compilation  of  Cambridge  Platform/  So> 
clesiastical  laws.  Care  to  diffuse  general  knowledge :  its  hh^pfj  hator 
ence.  Attempt  to  found  a  coUe^  at  New-Haven.  No  sectaries  in 
Conne4^ticut  nor  New-Haven,  until  after  the  onion ;  and  for  twwty 
years  the  churches  generally  enjoyed  great  peoee.  Deaths  and  dnr- 
acters  of  several  of  the  first  ministers.  Great  dissensions  in  the  ehiirch 
at  Hartford  soon  after  Mr.  Hooker's  death.  Dissensions  and  contro- 
versies in  th6  coloay  and  churches  in  general,  relative  to  baptism^ 
church-membership,  and  the  rishts  of  the  brethren.  A  new  genera- 
tion arises,  who  had  n^t  all  imbu>ed  the  spirit  of  their  fathers.  Oii^- 
ances  presented  to  tl^e  general  court  of  Connecticut,  on  the  account  of 
the  strictness  of  the  churches,  and  that  sober  people  were  denied  com- 
munion with  them,  and  baptism  ior  their  children.  The  court  of  Con- 
necticut send  to  the  other  ^neral  courts  for  advice.  Lawsagainst  the 
Quakers.  Massachusetts  and  .Connecticut  agree  in  appointing  a  synod 
at  Boston.  General  court  at  New-IJayen  oppose  the  meeting  of  a  sy- 
nod, and  decline  sending  their  elders.  ^  Questions  proposed  mr  discus- 
sion. The  synod  meet  and  answer  them ;  but  it  had  no  good  effect  on 
the  churches:  they  would  not  comply  with  their  decisions.  Dissen- 
sions continued  at  Hartford.  '  Acts  of  the  general  court  respecting 
them.  Councils  from  Il^seachusetts.  Difficulties  in  some  measure, 
composed.  Divisions  and  animosities  at  Weathersfield.  Act  of  |the 
general  court  respectine  the  church  there.  Mr.  Russell  and  others  re- 
move from  Weathersfield  and  Hartford  ai>d  settle  Hadiey.  Mr.  Stow 
dismissed  from  the  ministry  at  Middletown,  by  a  committee  of  the  ge- 
neral court.  S3rnod  at  Boston.  Its  determination  relative  to  baptisni, 
and  the  consociation  of  churches.  Division  in  the  synod  and  in  the 
churches  relative  to  those  points.  The  cpurt  at  Connecticut  send  no 
elders  to  the  council,  nor  take  any  part  in  the  controversy,  lentil  some 
time  afterwards. 

• 

CHAPTER  XIV. 

.Conduct  of  the  king's  commissioners.  Counties  and  County  Courts 
regulated.  Governor  Winthrop's  estate  freed  from  taxation.  Towns 
settled.  Controversy  with  Rhode-Island.  The  grounds  of  it.  Courts 
appointed  in  the  Narraganset  country.  Laws  revised  and  printed. 
War  with  the  Dutch.  Claims  and  conduct  of  major  Edmimd  Andross, 
governor  of  New-York.  Protest  against  him.  Conduct  of  capt  Tho- 
mas Bull.  Proclamation  respecting  the  insult  received  from  major 
Andross.    Philip's  war.    Captains  Hutdiinson  and  Lothrop  surprised 
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and  slain.  Tre^idiery  of  the  Springfield  Indians.  Hadley  attacked  by 
the  enemy.  The  assembly  make  proTision  for  the  defence  of  Connect- 
icut Expedition  against  tlie  Narraganset  Indians.  The  reasons  of  it. 
The  great  swamp  fight.  Loss  of  men.  Courage  exhibited  and  hard- 
ships endured.  Captain  Pierce  and  his  party  cut  off.  Nanunttenoo 
taken.  Success  of  captains  Denison  and  Avery.  Captain  Wadsworth 
and  his  party  slain.  Death  and  character  of  governor  Winthrop.  Suc- 
cess of  Major  Talcott  Attack  upon  Hadley.  The  enemv  beaten  and 
begin  to  scatter.  They  are  pursued  co  Housatonick.  Sacnern  of  Qua- 
t>aug  and  Philip  killed.  Number  of  the  enemy  before  the  war.  Their 
destruction.  Loss  of  the  colonies*  Connecticut  preserves  its  own 
towns  and  assists  its  neighbours. 

CHAPTER  XV. 

Ms  A  SURE  s  adopted  to  discharge  the  public  debt,  and  settle  the  country 
ID  peace.  The  reasons  of  the  colony's  claim  to  Narraganset*  The  for- 
mer settlers  and  owners  of  land  there  apply  to  Connecticut  for  protec- 
tion. Major  Treat  goes  to  the  upper  towns  upon  Connecticut  river,  to 
treat  with  the  Indians.  Fasts  aupointed  through  New-Ekigland.  Act 
concerning  the  conquered  lands  in  Narraganset  Navigation  act  griev- 
ous to  the  colonies.  Governor  Leet  takes  the  oath  respecting  trade 
and  navigation.  Answers  to  queries  from  the  lords  of  trade  and  plan- 
tations. Protest  against  Sir  Edmund  Andross's  claim  to  Fisher's  Isl- 
l|Dd.  Character  of  governor  Leet.  Commissioners  appointed  by  his 
majesty,  to  examine  and  make  report  concerning  all  claims  to  the  Nar- 
raganset country,  or  king's  province.  They  report  in  favour  of  Con- 
necticut Answers  to  the  renewed  claim  of  the  duke  of  Hamilton,  and 
opinionaon  the  case.  Connecticut  congratulate  the  arrival  of  colonel 
Dungan,  governor  of  New-York^  and  agree  with  him  respecting  the 
boundary  line  between  that  colony  and  Connecticut.  Petition  to  king 
James  II.  Settlement  of  Waterbury.  Qiio-warrantos  against  the  co- 
lony. The  assembly  petition  his  majesty  to  continue  their  charter  pri- 
vileges. Sir  Edmund  Andross  made  governor  of  New-England.  Ar- 
rives at  Hartford :  takes  the  government  by  order  of  his  majesty.  Tho 
(Oppression  and  cruelty  of  his  administration.  Distraaed  and  sorrew- 
lul  state  of  the  people. 

CHAPTER  XVI. 

Revolution  in  New-England.    Connecticut  resume  their  government 
Address  to  kinc  William.    Troops  raised  for  the  defence  oi  the  eastern 
settlements  in  New-Hampshire  and  the  province  of  Maine.    French 
and  Indian  war.     Schenectady  destroyed.     Connecticut  dispatch  a  re- 
inforcement to  Albany.    Expedition  against  Canada.    The  land  army 

•'Vitreats,  and  the  cMiterprise  proves  unsuccessful.  Leisler's  abuse  of 
lDpjor-j;eiHjral  Winthrop.    The  assembly  of  Connecticut  approve  the 

*|i;eneral's  conduct.  Thanks  are  returned  to  Mr.  Mather,  agent  Whil- 
uig,  and  Mr.  Porter.  Opinions  respecting  the  charter,  and  the  legality 
of  Connecticut's  assuming  their  government.  Windham  settled.  The 
Mohawk  castles  are  surprised,  and  the  country  alarmed.  Connecticut 
send  troops  to  Albany.  Colonel  Fletcher,  governor  of  New- York,  de- 
mands the  command  of  the  militia  of  Connecticut.  The  colony  peti- 
tion king  William  on  the  subject.  Colonel  Fletcher  comes  to  Hart- 
ford, and,  in  person,  demands  that  the  legislature  submit  the  militia  to 
bis  commana ;   but  they  refuse.    Captain  Wadsworth  prevents  ihk 
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reading  of  his  <M)tnmis9ion ;  and  the  colonel  judges  it  expedient  to  leaTe 
the  colony.  The  case  of  Connecticut  relative  to  the  militia  stated.  His 
majesty  determines  in  favour  of  the  colcmy.  Committees  are  appoint- 
ed to  settle  the  boundary  Hne  between  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts. 
General  Winthrop  returns,  and  receives  public  thanks.  Congratulation 
of  the  Earl  of  Betlemont,  appointed  governor  of  New- York  and  Mas- 
sachusetts. Dispute  with  Khode-Island  continues.  Committee  to 
settle  the  boundaries.  Expenses  of  the  war.  Vexatious  conduct  of 
governor  Fletcher.    Peace,  joy,  and  thanksgiving. 

CHAPTER  XVII. 

General  Winthrop  is  elected  governor.  The  assembly  divide  and  form 
into  two  houses.  Purchase  and  settlement  of  several  towns.  The 
boundary  line  between  Connecticut  and  New- York  surveyed  and  fixed;. 
Attempts  for  running  and  establishing  the  line  between  Massachusetts 
and  Connecticut.  (>waneco  and  the  Moheagans  claim  Colchester  and 
other  tracts  in  the  colony.  Attemots  to  compose  all  differencea  witb 
them.  Grant  to  the  volunteers.  Tne  assembly  enacts,  that  the  •mit' 
sion  in  October,  shall,  for  the  future,  be  in  New-Haven.  An  Act  fn- 
larging  the  boundaries  of  New-London  ;  and  acts  relative  to  towns  and 
patents.  Measures  adopted  for  the  defence  of  the  colony.  Appoint- 
ment of  king^s  attorneys.  Attempt  to  despoit  Connecticut  of  its  char- 
ter. Bill  for  re-uniting  the  charter  governments  to  the  crown.  Sir 
Henry  Ashurst  petitions  agaust,  and  pirevents  the  passing  of  the  M> 
Governor  Dudley,  Lord  Combury,  ana  other  enemies  conspire  against 
the  colony.  They  exhibit  grievous  complaints  against  it.  Sir  Henry 
Ashurst  defends  the  colony,  and  defeats  their  attemnts.  Quakers  pe- 
tition. Moheagan  case.  Survey  and  bounds  of  tne  pretSided  Mo- 
heagan  country.  Dudley's  court  at  Stonington.  The  colony  ptptest 
against  it.  Dudley's  treatment  of  the  colony.  Judgment  agaiMt  it. 
Petition  to  her  majesty  on  the  subject  New  commissions  are  grant-" 
ed.    Act  in  favor  of  the  clergy.    State  of  the  colony. 

CHAPTER  XVIII. 

The  country  is  alarmed.  Means  of  defence.  The  assembly  decline  the 
affording  of  any  assistance  in  the  expedition  against  Port  Royal.  Grant 
assistance  to  the  frontier  towns.  New  townships  granted  and  settled. 
The  Rev.  Gurdon  Saltonstall  chpsen  governor.  Act  empowering  the 
freemen  to  choose  the  governor  from  among  themselves  at  large.  ^Acts 
relative  to  the  settlement  of  the  boundary  line  with  Massachusetts. 
GarriHons  erected  in  the  towns  on  the  frontiers.  Expedition  against 
Canada.  First  emission  of  paper  money.  Address  to  her  majesty. 
Loss  of  the  colony  at  Wood  Creek.  Expedition  against  Port  Royal. 
Expedition  against  Canada^  under  the  command  oi  Admiral  Wal)ppr 
ana  general  Nicholson.  Fleet  cast  away,  and  the  enterprise  defea^. 
The  colony  petition  her  majesty,  aad  send  the  only  pilot  from  Con- 
necticut, to  England,  to  represent  to  her  majesty  the  loss  of  the  fleet 
truly  as  it  was.  Acts  respecting  the  superior  court  Settlement  of  the* 
boundary  line  between  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut.  Reasons  why 
the  colony  consented  to  such  a  settlement.  Return  of  peace.  The 
colunv  happy  in  the  preservatiun  of  their  frontiers.  Towns  settled  un- 
der Massachusetts.    State  of  the  colony.     Observations. 
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(Chapter  xix. 

\  AnEWofthe  cbiurches  of  Connecticut,  from  1665  to  1714,'  epnlimi' 
ed  from  chapter  XIII.  The  general  assembly  appoint  a^  synod  to  de- 
termine points  of  religious  controversy.  The  ministers  decline 
meeting  luider  tlie  name  of  a  s3mod.  The  assembly  alter  the  name, 
and  require  them  to  meet  as  a  general  assembly  of  the  ministers  and 
churches  of  Connecticut.  Seventeen  questions  were  proposed  to  the 
assembly,  to  be  discussed  and  answered.  The  assembly  of  minis- 
ters meet  and  discuss  the  questions.  The  fegislature  d^sclare,  that  tliey 
had  not  been  decided,  and  give  intimations  that  they  did  not  desire, 
that  the  ministers  and  churches  of  Connecticut  should  report  their 
opinion  upon  them.  They  express  thieir  desires  of  a  larger  council 
from  Massachusetts,  and  New-Plymbutii.  The  Rev.  Mr.  mvenport 
removes  to  Boston.  Dissension  at  Windsor.  Mr.  Bulkley  and  Mr. 
Fitch  are  appointed  by  the  assembly  to  devise  some  way  in  wtifch  the 
churches  might  walk  together,  notwithstanding  their  different  opin- 
ions relative  to  the  subjects  of  baptism,  church  communion,  and  the 
Afiode  of  church  discipline.  The  church  at  Hartford  divides,  and  Mr. 
Whitinc  and  his  adherents  are  allowed'  to  practice  upon  congregation- 
al principles.  The  church  at  Stratford  allowed  to  divide  and  hold  dis- 
tinct meetings.  Mr.  Walker  artd  his  hearers,  upon  advice,  remove  and 
.settle  the  towir  of  Woodbury.  Deaths  and  characters  of  the  Rev. 
'  Messrs.  John  Davenport  and  John  Warham.  General  attempts  for  a 
reformation  of  manners.  Relirious  state  of  the  colony  in  1680.  At- 
tempts for  the  instruction  and  christianising  of  the  Indians  in  Connecti- 
cut Axrt  of  the  legislature  respecting  Windsor.  The  neople  there  re- 
quired peaceably  to  settle  and  support  Mr.  Mather.  Owning  or  sub- 
Bcittnng  the  covenant  introduced  at  Hartford.  College  founded,  and 
trustees  incorporated.  Worship  according  to  the  moae  of  the  church 
of  England,  performed  in  this  colony,  fi»t  at  Stratford.  Episcopal 
church  gathered  there.  Act  of  assembly  requiring  the  ministers  and 
churches  of  Connecticut  to  meet  and  form  a  religious  constitution. 
They  meet  and  compile  the  Savbrook  Platform.  Articles  of  disci- 
pline. Act  of  the  legislature  adopting  the  Platform.  Associations, 
consociations.  General  Association,  its  recommendations  relative  to 
the  examination  of  candidates  for  the  ministry,  and  of  pastors  elect 
previous  to  their  ordination.  Ministers,  churches,  and  ecclesiastical  so- 
cieties in  Connecticut,  in  1713.  Degree  of  instruction.  The  whole 
number  of  ministers  in  the  colony  from  its  first  settlement,  to  that  pe- 
riod. 

APPENDIX. 

CSWtainino  various  documentsjreferred  to  in  this  volume,  with  the  gi'eat 
.-Ls-2_^i  p^YEHT  or  New-England,  never  before  published. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

IntroJluction.  TTle  discovery  of  Xorth-Anurica  anJ  J^eto^ 
England.  CfljpUnn  Smiik^s  discovert/.  The  country  is 
named  Nem-Engtand.  Xew^Plymouih  settled.  The  great 
patent  of  Kew-England^  and  patent  of  Massachusetts. 
The  settlement  of  Salem,  Charlestown,  Boston,  and  other 
towns  in  Massachusetts*  Mr,  Warham,  Mr,  Phillips  and 
Mr.  Hooker,  with  others  of  the  first  planters  of  Connectt" 
cut,  arrive  and  make  *  settlements  at  Dorchester,  Water^ 
town  and  KezQtown*  TTieir  churches  are  formed  and  they 
are  ordained* 

THE  settlement  of  Ne#-England,  purely  for  the  pur-  Book  L 
poses  of  Religion,  and  the  propagation  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty,  is  an  event  which  has  no  parallel  in  the 
history  of  modern  ages.  The  piety,  self-denial,  suffer- 
ings, patience,  perseverance  and  magnanimity  of  the  first 
settlers  of  the  country  are  without  a  rival.  The  happy  and 
extensive  consequences  of  the  settlements  whicn  they 
made,  and  of  the  sentiments  which  they  were  careful  to 
propagate,  to  their  posterity,  to  the  church  and  to  the 
world,  admit  of  no  description.  They  are  still  increas- 
ing* spreading  wider  and  wider,  and  appear  more  and 
tndre  important* 

The  planters  of  Connecticut  were  among  the  illustrious 
characters,  who  first  settled  New-England,  and  twice  made 
settlements,  first  in  Massachusetts,  and  then  in  Connecti- 
cut on  bare  creation.  In  an  age  w^en  the  light  of  freedom 
was  but  just  dawning,  they,  by  voluntary  compact,  formed 
one  of  the  most  free  and  happy  constitutions  of  govern- 
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Book  I.  incnt  which  mankiDcl  have  ever  adopted*  Connecticut  has 
/  ever  licen  distinguished  by  the  fret  spirit  of  its  govern- 
ment, the  mildness  of  its  laws,  and  the  general  diffusion 
of  knowledge,  among  all  classes  of  its  inhabitants.  They 
^^  have  been  no  less  distinguished  by  their  industry,  econo- 
.  my,  purity  of  manners,  population  and  spirit  of  enterprise. 
For  more  than  a  century  and  half,  they  have  had  no  rival,, 
as  to  the  steadiness  of  their  government,  their  internal 
peace  and  harmony,  their  love  and  high  enjoyment  of  do- 
mestic, civil  and  religious  order  ana  happiness.  They 
have  ever  stood  among  tlie  most  illuminated,  first  and  bold- 
est defenders  of  the  civil  and  religious  rights  of  mankind. 

The  history  of  such  a  people  must  be  eurious,  entertain- 
ing and  important-  It  will  exhibit  the  fairest  models  of 
civil  government,  of  religious  order,  purity  and  human 
happiness.  It  is  the  design  of  the  present  Work  to  lay  thisf 
history  before  the  public. 

As  the  planters  of  Connecticut  were  among  the  first  set- 
tlers of  New-England,  and  interested  in  the  first  patents 
and  settlements,  sketches  of  tlie  discovery  of  the  country, 
of  the  patents  by  which  it  was  conveyed  and  divided  to 
the  dinerent  colonies,  and  of  the  first  settlements,  will  be 
necessary  to  illustrate  the  history  of  Connecticut  and  be  a 
natural  preliminary  to  this  work. 

Oct.  12^        Christopher  Columbus,  a  Genoese,   discovered  th^ 

*^^'  western  isles,  and  first  communicated  to  Europe  the  intel- 
ligence of  a  new  world  :  but  the  Cabots  had  the  honor  of 
discovering  the  great  continent  of  North- America. 

1404.  John  GJabot,  a  Venetian,  born  in  England,  in   1494 

discovered  Newfoundland  and  the  island  of  St.  Johns.  In 
consequence  of  this  discovery,  king  Henry  the  seventh  of 
England,  in  whose  service  he  was  employed,  conferred  on 
liim  the  honor  of  knighthood  ;  and  gave  him  and  his  sons  a 
commission  to  make  further  discoveries  in  the  new  world. 
John  Cabot  died  soon  after  he  received  this  commission. 
His  son  Sebastian,  in  1497,  sailed  with  the  fleet,  which  had 
been  preparing  for  his  father,  and  directing  his  course  by 
his  journals,  proceeded  to  the  67th  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude, and,  returning  to  the  southward,  feu  in  with  the  conti- 
nent in  the  56th  degree  of  north  latitude;  and  thence  ex- 
Slored  the  coast  as  far  south  as  the  Floridas.  From  these 
iscoveries  originated  the  claims  of  England  to  these  parts 
•    of  the  northern  continent. 

|fi02.  In  1 602,  Bartholomew  Gosnold  discovered  some  part  of 

New-England.  He  first  touched  on  its  eastern  coast,  in  a- 
bout  43  degrees  of  north  latitude ;  and,  sailing  to  the  south- 
ward, landed  on  the  Elizabeth  Islands.    He  made  some 
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discoveries  of  the  adjacent  parts,  aad  gave  the  name  to  Book  (• 
Cape  Cod  and  Marthas  Vineyard.  s^-v-^i^ 

Captain  Henry  Hudson,  commissiooed  by  kins  James 
I.  in  1608,  sailed,  in  the  employment  of  several  London  *^*- 
merchants,  to  North- America.  He  came  upon  the  coast  in 
about  40  degrees  of  north  latitude,  and  made  a  discovery 
of  Long-Island  and  Hudson's  river.  He  proceeded  up  the 
river  as  far  as  the  latitude  of  43,  and  called  it  by  his  own 
name. 

About  two  years  after  he  made  a  second  voyage  to  the  leio. 
river,  in  the  service  of  a  number  of  Dutch  merchants ;  and, 
some  time  after,  made  sale  of  his  right  to  the  Dutch.  The 
right  to  the  country,  however,  was  antecedently  in  king 
James,  by  virtue  of  the  discovery  which  Hudson  had  made 
under  his  commission.  The  English  protested  against  the 
sale ;  but  the  Dutch,  in  1614,  under  the  Amsterdam  West- 
India  company,  built  a  fort  nearly  on  the  same  ground 
where  the  city  of  Albany  now  is,  which  they  called  fort 
Aurania^  Sir  Thomas  Dale,  governor  of  Vii'ginia,  direct- 
ly after  dispatched  captain  Argall  to  dispossess  the  Dutch, 
and  they  submitted  to  the  king  of  England,  and  under  him 
to  the  governor  of  Virginia.* 

The  same  year  captain  John  Smith,  who  some  years  be- 1614, 
fore  had  been  governor  of  Virginia,  made  a  voyage  to  this 
part  of  the  continent.  He  ranged  the  coast  from  Penob- 
scot to  Cape  Cod  ;  made  a  discovery  of  the  river  Pascata- 
^ua,  and  the  Massachusetts  islands.  On  his  return  to 
Ingland,  he  published  a  description  of  the  country,  with  a 
map  of  the  sea  coast,  and  gave  it  the  name  of  New-Eng- 
land. 

In  1620,  a  number  of  pious  people,  part  of  Mr.  John  New-- 
Robinson^s  church  and  congregation,  who,  by  the  violence  ^^3ed** 
of  persecution,  had  been  driven  from  their  pleasant  seats  1^20, ' 
and  enjoyments  in  England,  arrived  on  the  coast ;  and, 
after  braving  every  danger,  and  enduring  almost  every 
hardship  and  distress  of  which  human  nature  is  capable, 
effected  a  permanent  settlement  in  this  part  of  North-Ameri- 
ca. They  gave  it  the  name  of  New-rlymouth.  By  vol- 
untary compact  the^  formed  themselves  into  a  small  com- 
monwealth, and  had  a  succession  of  governors.  They  set- 
tled all  that  part  of  Massachusetts  included  in  the  county 
of  Plymouth.  By  making  permanent  settlements,  to  which 
others  might  resort,  on  their  first  arrival  in  New-England, 
orafterwauxls  in  times  of  distress;  by  making  treaties  with 
the  Indians,  by  which  the  peace  01  the  country  was  pre- 
served; by  their  knowledge  of  it,  and  the  experiencp 
*  Smithy  history  of  New-Tork,  |>.  ^. 
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Book  L  which  they  bad  gained,   they  were  of  peculiar  advant- 
^^^v^N/  age  to  those  who  came  over  and  made  settlements  after 
them*     They  were  a  pious,  industrious  people,  and  exhib- 
ited towards  each  other  the  most  striking  Samples  of  fra- 
ternal affection.     They  continued  a  distinct  colony  for  a- 
bout  seventy  years,  until  their  incorporation,  bythechar- 
..  ter  of  William  and  Mary,  in  1691,  with  the  colony  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  the  province  of  Maine. 
P  tent  f       November  3d,  1620,  just  before  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Rob- 
New-Eng-  inson's  people  in  New-England,  king  James  the  first,  by 
land,  Nov.  letters  patent,  under  the  great  seal  of  England,  incorpo- 
3, 162Q.     i^ted  the  duke  of  Lenox,  the  marquises  of  Buckingham  and 
Hamilton,  the  earls  of  Arundel  and  Warwick,  and  others, 
to  the  number  of  forty  noblemen,  knights  and  gentlemen, 
by  the  name  "  of  the  council  established  at  Plymouth  in 
the  county  of  Devon,  for  the  planting,  ruling  and  govern- 
ing of  New-England  in  America" — "and  granted  unto 
them,  and  their  successors  and  assigns,   all  that  part  of 
America,  lying  and  being  in  breadth  from  forty  degrees  of 
north  latitude,  from  the  equinoctial  line,  to  the  forty  eighth 
degree  of  said  northerly  latitude  inclusively,  and  in  length 
of,  and  within  all  the  breadth  aforesaid,   throughout  the 
main  lands  from  sea  to  sea."     The   patent  ordained  that 
this  tract  of  country  should  be  called  New-England  in 
America,  and  by  that  name  have  continuance  for  ever. 

This  grant  is  the  broad  basis  on  which  stand  all  the  other 
grants  made  to  the  colonies  in  New-England.     This  pre- 
pared the  way  for  future  grants  and  the  immediate  settle- 
ment of  New-England. 
I^teptof       On  the    19th  of  March,  1628,  the  Plymouth  company 
chSettf,    gj^^^^d  V»nto  Sir  Henrv  Roswell,  Sir  Joh5i  Young,  knight^, 
March  19,  Thomas  Southcoat,  John  Humphry,  John  Endicott  and  Si- 
1628.        inon  Whiicomb,  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  all  that 
part  of  New-England  in  America,  which  lies  and  extends 
oetween  Merrimack  river  and  Charles  river,  in  the  bot- 
tom of  Massachusetts  bay,  and  three  miles  to  the  north  and 
south  of  every  part  of  Charles  river,  and  three  miles  south 
of  the  southernmost  part  of  said  bay,  and  three  miles  to 
the  northward  of  every  part  of  Merrimack  river,  and  "all 
"Jl  lands  and  hereditaments  whatsoever  lying  widiin  the  lim- 

its aforesaid  north  and  south,  in  latitude  and  breadth  ;  and 
in  length  and  longitude,  of  and  within  all  the  breadth  a- 
foresaid  throughout  the  main  lands  there,  from  the  Atlantic 
:  sea  and  oceaa  on  the  east  part,  to  the  south  sea  on  the  west 

tfonfinncd  P^^*" 

March  4,        ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^f  March,  1629,  king  Charles  the  first  con- 

,^Q39.        firmed  this  patent  under  the  great  seal  of  Englani^.     This 
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was  the  patent  of  Massachusetts  bay,  under  which  the  set-  Book  I* 
tlement  of  that  colony  iminediately  commenced.  v^^v'^^ 

At  this  time,  liberty  of  conscience  could  not  be  enjoyed  Ko  libertj 
in  the  parent  country.     No  indulgence  was  granted  even  ^l^^j^^ 
to  the  most  pious^  loyal,  and  conscientious  people,  who  £^i«od» 
would  not  strictly  conform  to  the  habits,  ceremonies,  and 
worship  of  the  church  of  England.     All  non-conformists 
were  exposed  to  fines,  imprisonments,  the  ruin  of  their 
families,  fortunes,' and  every  thing  which  ought  to  be  dear 
to  men.     The  most  learned,  pious,  orthodox,  and  inoffen- 
sive people,  who  did  not  conform  to  the  church  of  England, 
were  treated,  by  the  king  and  his  bishops,  with  far  greater 
severity,  than  arunkards,  sabbath  breakers,  or  even  the 
most  notorious  debauchees.     They  were  condemned,  in 
the  spiritual  courts,  without  juries ;  without  having  the  wit- 
nesses a^inst  them  brought  into  court,  to  depose  face  to 
face ;  and,  sometimes,  without  knowing  the  crime  alledged 
against  them,  or  who  were  the  witnesses  by  whom  it  was 
to  be  proved.     Many  of  the  pious  people  in  England,  were  16»^ 
so  Harassed  and  persecuted  for  their  non-conformity,  that 
they  determined,  if  possible,  rather  to  make  settlements  in 
a  dreary  wilderness,  at  the  distance  of  three  thousand 
miles  from  their  native  couuntry,  than  endure  the  persecu- 
tion and  sufferings,  to  which  they  were  constantly  exposed 
from  the  hands  of  those  who  ought  to  have  cherishea  and 
defended  them.     This  cruel  treatment  of  our  venerable 
ancestors,  was  the  cause  of  the  settlement  of  the  New-Eng- 
land colonies  and  churches.     It  will  ever  be  the  (^istin-  New-Eog- 
guishing  gloiy  of  these  colonies,  that  they  were  not  origi-  laod  set- 
nally  formed  for  the  advantages  of  trade  and  worldly  emol-  ^^^jLJjI^  # 


imient,  but  for  the  noble  purposes  of  religion,  the  enjoy-  relipoo. 
ment  of  liberty  of  conscience  m  the  worship  and  ordinan- 
ces of  God.  The  pious  fathers  of  these  colonies  wished  to 
enjoy  the  uncorrupted  gospel,  administered  in  all  its  ordi- 
nances in  purity  and  power,  and  to  transmit  the  invaluable 
blessings  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  to  their  remotest 
posterity.  With  these  views  they  left  their  native  country, 
their  pleasant  seats  and  enjoyments  in  Europe,  and  made 
settlements  in  the  wiHs  of  America. 

The  same  year  in  which  the  patent  of  Massachusetts  re- 
ceived the  royal  confirmation,  Mr.  John  Endicott  was  sent 
over,  with  about  three  hundred  people,  by  the  patentees, 
to  prepare  the  way  for  the  settlement  of  a  permanent  colo- 
ny in  that  part  of  New-England.     They  arrived  at  Naum-  8alem»^B|. . 
keak  in  June,  and  began  a  settlement,  which  they  named  ^^'  *^ 
Salem.     This  was  the  first  town  in  Massachusetts,  and  the       ' 
pccpnd  in  New-England. 
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Book  L     About  a  hundred  of  the  planters  who  came  over  with 
v^-v-*^/  Mr.  Endicott,  removed  verj  soon  to  Mishawam,  and  began 
Cbarie*-    a  plantation  at  that  place.     Here  they  erected  a  very  spa- 
towDset-   cious  house,  and  made  other  preparations  l6)r  the  accom- 
modation of  those  who  were  expected  from  England  the 
next  year.     They  called  their  settlement  Charlestown. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  company  for  the  planting  of  the 
I  (,y'\     Massachusetts,  in  England,  August  29th,  it  was  voted,  that 
the  patent  and  government  of  the  plantation  be  transferred 
to  New-England.* 

The  next  year,  therefore,  seventeen  ship§  were  prepa- 
red, with  all  necessaries  for  the  settlement  of  a  colony. 
Eleven  or  twelve  of  these  ships  made  a  safe  arrival  m 
1630.        New-England  by  the  middle  of  July,  and  they  all  arrived 
before  the  close  of  the  year.t     In  these  came  over  gover- 
nor Winthrop,  and  the  magistrates  of  the  colony,  who  had 
been  previously  chosen  in  England.    With  them  also  came 
a  number  of  ministers,  to  illuminate  the  infant  churches, 
and  preach  in  the  wilderness  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation. 
Got.  Win-      On  the  10th  or  12th  of  July,  governor  Winthrop  arrived 
throp  ar-    at  Charlestown,  with  about  fifteen  hundred  people.    They 
CharleL    ^'^csimped  in  cottages,  booths,  and  tents,  upon  Charles- 
town, Julj  town  hill.  Their  place  of  public  worship  was  under  a  largo 
lOth.         spreading  tree.    Here  Messrs.  Wilson  and  Phillips  preach- 
ed their  first  sermons  to  these  pious  pilgrims.|     In  the 
ships  which  arrived  this  year,  there  came  over  about  sev- 
enteen hundred  people.     In  this  and  the  last  year,  there 
Towns  set- came  into  New-England  two  thousand  planters.     These 
^  ^       setded  about  nine  or  ten  towns  or  villages.     A  consider- 
cbusetti     ^^'^  number  settled  at  Boston  and  Charlestown.     Many  of 
3il90.         the  principal  characters  fixed  their  abode  in  these  towns. 
Governor  Winthrop  lived  in  the  great  house,  which  had 
been  erected  the  preceding  year  at  Charlestown.     Mr. 
Isaac  Johnston,  who  married  the  lady  Arabella,  sister  of 
the  earl  of  Lincoln,  and  who  had  the  best  estate  of  any  of 
the  company,  fixed  his  residence  at  Boston.     He  was  the 
great  promoter  of  the  settlement  of  the  capital  of  the  Mas- 
-^      sachusctts.§     Sir  Richard  Saltonstall,  v^ho  was  another  of 
the  magistrates,  with  his  company,  settled  at  Watcrtown. 
They  made  choice  of  Mr.  Phillips  for  their  pastor.     Mr. 
Pyncheon,  and  anodier  company,  began  a  settlement  at 
Roxbury,  and  the  famous  Mr.  John  Elliot  and  Mr.  Weld, 
who  came  into  New-England  the  next  year,  were  elected 
^,         their  ministers.     Other  companies  settled  Medford  and 
^'         Weymouth.     Boston  and  Charlestown,  the  first  year,,  con- 

*  Princf's  Chron.  p- 192.        t  Ibid,  part  ii.  p.  10.        t  Ibid.  p.  2 10. 

i  Ibid,  part  ii.  sect.  2,  p.  2, 
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sidered  themselves  at  one  company,  and  chose  Mr.  Wilson  Book  I. 
for  their  pastor.  \j0^>r^%^ 

In  one  of  the  first  ships  which  arrived  this  year,  came  1630. 
over  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Warham,  Mr.  John  Maverick, 
Mr.  Rossitcr,  Mr.  Ludlow,  Mr.  Henry  Wolcott,  and  oth- 
ers of  Mr*  Warham's  church  and  congregation,  who  first 
settled  the  town  of  Windsor,  in  Connecticut.  Mr.  Rossiter 
and  Mr.  Ludlow  were  magistrates.  Mr.  Wolcott  had  a 
fine  estate,  and  was  a  man  of  superior  abilities.  This  was  ^  "' 
an  honourable  company.  Mr.  Warham  had  been  a  fa- 
mous minister  in  Exeter,  the  capital  of  the  county  of  De- 
vonshire. The  people  who  came  with  him,  were  firom 
the  three  counties  of  Devonshire,  Dorsetshire,  and  Somer- 
setshire. 

Some  time  before  the  20th  of  March,  just  as  they  were 
about  to  embark  for  New-England,  upon  a  day  of  solemn 
fasting  and  prayer,  they  were  formed  into  a  congregational 
church,  in  the  new  hospital  at  Plymouth,  in  England. 
They  then  made  choice  of  Mr.  Warham  and  Mr.  Maverick 
to  be  their  pastor  and  teacher,  and  they  were  ordained,  or 
re-installed  to  the  care  of  this  particular  church.  The  fa- 
mous Mr.  White,  of  Dorchester,  preached  and  assisted  on 
this  occasion.! 

They  sailed  from  Plymouth,  in  England,  on  the  20th  of 
March,  in  the  ship  Mary  and  John,  of  400  tons,  and  arri-  Mr.  War- 
ved  at  Nantaskct  on  the  Lord's  day.  May  30th.     The  next  ham  ar- 
day,  captain  Squeb,  master  of  the  ship,  put  them  and  ^^^eir  jjj?^  ^?y 

floods  on  shore,  at  Nantasket  point,  anci,  in  this  situation,  t]^  fi„t" 
eil  them  to  shift  for  themselves.}     But,  by  the  assistance  Hen  of 
of  some  of  the  old  planters,  they  obtained  a  boat,  and  pro-  Windwr. 
ceeded  up  Charles  river,  to  the  place  since  called  Water- 
town.     Here  they  landed  their  goods,  and  erected  a  shel- 
ter to  cover  them ;  but  as  they  had  many  cattle,  and  found 
a  neck  of  land  at  Mattapan,  affording  good  accommodations 
for  them,  they  Soon  I'emoved  and  began  a  settlement  there. 
They  named  their  town  Dorchester. 

Sir  Richard  SaltonstalPs  people,  who  settled  at  Water- 1630. 
town,  were  the  first  settlers  of  Weathcrsficld,  in  Connecti-  Planters  of 
cut.     Mr.  Phillips,  who  was  elected  their  pastor,  at  Wa-  Weath- 
tertown,  had  been  minister  at  Boxford,  in  the  county  of  *"^*^' 
Essex.    Most  of  them  were,  probably,  the  people  of  his 
former  charge,  and  from  the  same  county. 

The  emigrants  who  came  into  New-England  with  Mr.  Mortality 
Endicott  and  governor  Winthrop,  soon  after  their  arrival,  Jnb^^ 

t  Prince's  Chron.  p.  200.  y**"* 
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Book  h  were  visited  with  uDCominon  sickness  and  mortality.  Of 
the  company  who  came  with  Mr.  Endicott  the  last  year, 
eighty  were  in  their  graves  before  governor  Winthrop  ar- 
rived. He  found  the  colony  in  very  miserable  circumstan- 
^  7*'^  tv  •  ^^^*  Many  of  those  who  were  yet  living,  were  in  a  weak 
K^^  t^  g^(^ J  sickly  condition.  The  people  had  scarcely  a  suffi- 
ciency of  provisions  for  their  subsistence  fourteen  days* 
Besides,  tl^y  had  sustained  a  capital  toss  in  their  servants. 
They  brought  over  with  them  a  hundred  and  eighty.  These 
cost  them  more  thanthree  thousand  pounds  sterling.  But 
they  were  so  straightened  for  provisions,  that  they  were 
necessitated  to  give  all  those  who  survived  the  sickness, 
their  liberty,  that  they  might  shift  for  themselves.* 

Many  of  the  ships  which  arrived  this  year,  had  a  long 
passage  of  seventeen  or  eighteen  weeks;  in  consequence 
of  which,  numbers  had  the  scurvy,  and  came  on  shore  in  a 
sickly  condition.  By  reason  of  wet  lodgings,  in  cottages 
and  miserable  huts,  for  the  want  of  fresh  lood  and  other 
conveniences,  this  sickness  increased.  Other  diseases  al< 
so,  soon  attacked  them  with  violence ;  so  that,  in  a  fort- 
night or  three  weeks,  the  sickness  became  general.  In  a 
short  time,  so  many  fell  sick,  that  the  well  were  not  suffi- 
cient properly  to  attend  them,  and  bury  the  dead.  Great 
numbers  diedl,  and  were  buried  on  Charlestown  hill.f  The 
sickness  and  mortality  greatly  retarded  the  necessary  la-' 
t>ours  and  affairs  of  the  colony ;  so  that  many  of  the  people 
were  obliged  to  lie  in  tents,  or  miserable  huts,  dunng  the 
1690^  winter#  By  the  next  sprine,  a  hundred  and  twenty,  or 
more,  were  among  the  deaa.  Of  this  number  were  Mr. 
Johnson  and  Mr.Rossiter.  The  charming  lady  Arabella,  ce- 
lebrated for  her  many  virtues,  died  before  her  husband.  She 
was  sister  to  the  earl  of  Lincoln  ;  and,  for  the  sake  of  re- 
ligion, came  from  a  paradise  of  ease,  plenty,  and  delight^ 
in  the  house  of  a  i^nowned  earl,  into  a  wilderness  of  toil, 
disaster,  and  misery. 

About  a  hundred  of  the  people  were  discouraged,  and 

returned  to  England ;  two  hundred  were  dead,  and  some 

went  to  Piscataqua.     About  seventeen  hundred  remained  ; 

aJitde  more  than  a  hundred  and  eighty  persons,  or  thirty 

feimilies,  on  an  average,  to  each  town.     The  greatest  num-^ 

bers  fixed  themselves  at  Boston  and  Watertown.     In  these 

towns,  there  were,  probably,   nearlv  sixty  families :   in 

;2ir  Charlestown  and  Dorchester,  about  forty ;  and  in  the  oth- 

^'  er  towns,  not  more  than  fifteen  or  twenty  families.^ 

*5""»«^i         In  addition  to  all  the  other  calamities,  with  which  these 

•  Pripce^s  ChroD.  p.  209,  210.  1 1bid.  p.  242. 
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plantations  had  been  visited,  they,  this  year,  experienced  Book  I. 
the  distress  of  famine.  By  the  beginning  of  February, 
bread  feiled  in  every  house,  except  the  governor's,  and 
even  in  this  the  family  were  reduced  to  the  last  loaves. 
Such  were  Ihc  necessities  of  ibe  people,  that  they  fed  on 
clams,  muscles,  ground*nuts,  and  acorns.  Indeed,  in  the 
winter  season,  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  the  people 
procured  these  poor  articles  of  subsistence.  The  gover- 
nors foreseeing,  in  the  fall,  that  they  should  want  provi- 
sions, dispatched  a  ship  to  Ireland  to  procure  them  a  sup- 
ply. Her  happy  arrival  on  the  5th  of  February,  prevented 
their  perishing  with  famine.  The  return  of  health  in  the 
spring,  the  arrival  of  other  vessels,  with  provisions,  after- 
wards, and  a  plenteous  harvest,  gave  the  aflairs  of  the  col- 
ony a  more  prosperous  appearance. 

While  aflairs  were  thus  transacting  in  the  colony,  the  vio- 
lent persecution  of  the  puritans  in  England  made  great 
numbers  look  towards  America  as  the  only  safe  retreat 
from  the  impending  storm.  This,  annually,  occasioned  a 
large  accession  of  new  planters  to  the  settlements  in  New- 
England. 

In  1630,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Hooker,  a  gentleman  of 

Seat  abilities,  and  a  famous  preacher,  at  Chelmsford,  in 
e  county  of  Essex,  was  silenced  for  non-conformity.  To 
escape  fines  and  imprisonment,  he  fled  into  Hollanci.  He 
was  held  in  such  high  and  universal  esteem  among  his  ac- 
quaintance, that  forty-seven  ministers,  in  his  vicinity,  peti- 
tioned the  bishop  of  London  in  his  favour.  These  were 
all  conformists,  and  witnessed  for  Mr.  Hooker,  that  they 
esteemed  him,  and  knew  him  "  to  be,  for  doctrine  ortho- 
dox, for  life  and  conversation  honest,  for  disposition  peace- 
able, and  no  wise  turbulent  or  factious."  However,  as  he 
was  a  non -conformist,  no  personal  or  acquired  excellencies, 
no  testimonials  of  his  good  conduct,  nor  prayers  of  his 
friends,  could  save  him  from  prosecutions  and  deposition. 
He  was  so  esteemed  as  a  preacher,  that  not  only  his 
own  people,  but  others,  from  all  parts  of  the  county  of  Es- 
sex, floclced  to  hear  him.  The  noble  earl  of  Warwick, 
though  he  resided  at  a  great  distance  from  Chelmsford, 
was  so  delighted  with  his  public  performances,  that  he  fre- 
quently attended  them.  Great  numbers  not  only  attended 
his  ministry,  but  experienced  its  salutary  eflects,  and  found 
themselves  willing  to  emigrate  into  any  part  of  the  world, 
to  enjoy  the  happiness  of  such  a  pastor.  No  sooner,  there- 
fore, was  he  driven  from  them,  than  they  turned  their  eyes 
towards  New-England.  They  hoped  tLat,  if  comfortable 
settlements  could  b«  made  in  this  part  of  America,  they 
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Book  L  might  obtain  him  for  their  pastor.  Therefore,  in  1632,  a 
N.^-v-^  large  body  of  them  came  over  and  settied  at  Newtown^ 

1632.  since  called  Cambridge,  in  Massachusetts.  Numbers  of 
them,  it  seems,  came  over  at  an  earlier  period,  and  began 
to  settle  at  Weymouth,  but,  rfiis  year,  they  all  removed  to 
Newtown.  They  had  expressed  their  earnest  desires  to 
Mr.  Hooker^  that  he  would  come  over  iato  New-England, 
and  take  the  pastoral  charge  of  themw 

Mr.  Hook-     At  their  desire  he  left  Holland,  and  having  obtained  ITr. 
er  arriveft,  Samuel  Stone,  a  lecturer  at  Torcester,  in  Northampton* 
leS  ^  shire,  for  an  assistant  in  the  ministry,  took  his  passage  fov 
America  in  the  Griffin,  a  ship  of  300  tons,  ana  arrived  at 
Boston,  Sept.  4th,  1633.     With  him  came  over  the  famous 
Mr.  John  Cotton,  Mr.  John  Haynes,  afterwards  governor 
of  Connecticut,  Mr.  Goif,  and  two  hundred  other  passen- 
gers, of  importance  to  the  colony.. 
^*^  Mr.  Hooker,  soon  after  his  arrivab  at  Boston,  proceeded 

to  Newtown,  where,  finding  himself  in  the  midst  of  a  joyful 
and  affectionate  people,  he  was  filled  with  joy  himself.  He 
embraced  them  with  open  arms,  saying,  in  tne  language  of 
the  apostle,  "  Now  I  live,  if  ye  stand  fast  in  the  Lord."* 
These  were  the  pious*  people  who  afterwards  settled  the 
town  of  Hartfoixi. 
Mesin.  Soon  after  Mr.  (looker's  arrival,  he  was  chosen  pastor, 

^  d*Sto  ^^  *'^*  Stone  teacher  of  the  people  at  Newtown.  On  the 
oniaiiied^  1 1  th  of  October  the  church  was  gathered,  and,  after  solemn 
Oct.  lltb,  fasting  and  prayer,  the  pastor  and  teacher  were  ordained 

1633.  to  their  respective  offices.  The  church  at  Watertown,  had 
Mr.  Phil-  been  gathered  before,  on  the  27th  of  August,  1630,  and  Mr. 
^P*^*^  Phillips  ordained  pastor.  Thus,  die  three  churches  of 
fcru»wn,*"  Windsor,  Hartford,  and  W^eathersfield,  were  gathered  an- 
Au^.  a7th,  tecedently  to  their  settlement  in  Connecticut,  and  it  doc*^ 
i630r        jjot  appear  that  they  were  ever  re-gathered  afterwards* 

*  Magnalia  B.  III.    The  Life  of  Hooker.^ 
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CHAPTER  II. 

The  patent  of  Connecticut,     7%«  situation^  extent^  batmdo' 

riesj  and  area  of  the  settled  part  of  the  colony,     Tlu  dis*  * 

covtry  of  Connecticut  river ^  a  description  of  it^  and  the 
signification  of  its  name.  The  colony  derives  its  name 
from  the  river.  Description  of  other  rivers,  Plymouth 
and  Dutch  houses*     Prospects  of  trade  i^pon  the  river. 

THE  ^reat  PJynioutfa  company  wished  to  make  grants 
of  tbeir  lands  as  fast  as  they  could  find  purchasers; 
£ind  conformity  was  so  pressed,  and  the  times  grew  so  dif- 
ficult in  England,  that  men  of  quality,  as  well  as  others, 
ivere  anxious  to  provide,  for  themselves  and  their  friends, 
a  retreat  in  America.  Another  patent,  therefore,  contain- 
ing a  large  tract  of  country  in  jIlTew-England,  soon  suc- 
ceeded that  of  Massachusetts. 

On  the  19th  of  March,  1631,  Robert,  earl  of  Warwick,  Old  pstoit 
president  of  the  council  of  Plymouth,  under  his  hand  and  ^  ^^ 
seal,  did  grant  and  confirm  unto  the  honourable  William  iSu 
Viscount  Say  and  Seal,  Robert  Lord  Brooks,  Robert  Lord 
Rich,  Charles  Fiennes,  Esq.  Sir  Nathaniel  Rich,  Sir  Rich- 
ard Saltonstall,  and  others,  to  the  number  of  eleven,  and  to 
their  heirs,  assigns,  and  associates,  for  ever,  "  AH  that  part 
of  New-England,  in  America,  which  lies  and  extends  itself 
from  a  river  there,  called  Narraganset  river,  the  space  of 
forty  leagues  upon  a  strait  line  near  the  sea  shore,  towards    - 
the  south-west,  west  and  by  south,  or  west  as  the  coast        ^ 
lieth  towards  Virginia,  accounting  three  English  miles  to 
the  league,  and  all  and  singular  the  lands  and  nereditaments 
whatsoever,  lying  and  being  within  the  bounds  aforesaid, 
north  and  south  in  latitude  and  breadth,  and  in  length  and 
longitude  of,  and  within  all  the  breadth  aforesaid,  through- 
out all  the  main  lands  there,  from  the  western  ocean  to  the 
south  seas ;  and  ail  lands,  grounds,  soil,  wood  and  wood 
lands,  ground,  havens,  ports,  creeks  and  rivers,  waters,  • 
fishings  and  hereditaments  whatsoever,  lying  within  the 
said  space,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof;  and  also, 
all  islands  lying  in  America  aforesaid,  in  the  said  seas,  or 
either  of  them,  on  the  western  or  eastern  coasts,  of  parts  of 
the  said  tracts  of  land,  bv  these  presents  to  be  given  or 
granted."*  The  council  of  Plymouth,  the  preceding  year, 
1630,  granted  this  whole  tract  to  the  earl  of  Warwick,  and 
it  had  been  confirmed  to  him  by  a  patent  from  king  CharJe* 
the  fiirst* 

*  ^  thii  patent  in  the  Appendix,  No.  1  •, 


28  HISTORY  OF  Chap.  1L 

Book  I.      Tliis  is  the  original  patent  of  Connecticut.     The  set- 
>^'>/'-w  tiers  of  the  two  colonies  of  Connecticut  and  New-Havca 
were  th*5  patentees  of  Viscount  Say  and  Seal,  lord  Brook, 
and  their  associates,  to  whom  the  patent  was  originally 
given. 
Bztent  of       President  Clap  describes  the  extent  of  the  tract,  convey- 
tbe  Con.    ed  by  this  patent,  in  the  words  following :  "  All  that  part 
patfl^      •f  New-England  which  lies  west  from  Narragansct  river,  a 
liandred  and  twenty  miles  on  the  sea  coast ;  and   from 
thence,  in  latitude  and  breadth  aforesaid,  to  the  south  sea. 
^  ■        .  This  grant  extends  from  Point  Judith,  to  New- York ;  and 
from  thence,  in  a  west  line  to  the  south  sea  :  and  if  we  take 
Narraganset  river  in  its  whole  length,  this  tract  will  extend 
as  fai*  north  as  Worcester :    it  comprehends  the  whole  of 
the  colony  of  Connecticut,  and  much  more."*  Neal,  Doug- 
lass, FIutchinson,t  and  all  ancient  historians  and  writers, 
have  represented  all  the  New-England  grants  as  extending 
*  **  *      west  from  the  Atlantic  ocean  to  the  south  sea.     Indeed  the 
words  of  the  patent  are  most  express,  declaring  its  extent 
to  be  south  west  or  west,  towards  Virginia,  to  be  in  length 
and  longitude  throughout  all  the  main  lands  to  the  south 
sea. 

The  cok>QV  of  the  Massachusetts,  and  the  commission- 
ers of  the  united  colonies  of  New-England,  understood  the 
patents  in  this  light,  and  hence  extended  their  claims  to  the 
westward  of  the  Dutch  settlements.  The  Massachusetts, 
in  the  year  1659,  made  a  grant  of  lands,  opposite  to  fort 
Aurania,  upon  Hudson's  river,  to  a  number  of  principal 
merchants,  in  the  colony,  who  were  planning  to  make  set- 
''  tlements  in  those  parts.t  The  same  year,  the  commission- 
ers of  the  united  colonies  asserted  their  claim  of  all  the 
\restern  lands  to  the  south  sea.  In  a  letter  to  the  Dutch 
governor,  September  1st,  1659,  they  write,  "  We  presume 
you  have  hcaixl  from  your  people  of  the  fort  of  Aurania, 
that  some  of  our  people,  the  English,  have  been  lately  in 
those  parts,  upon  discovery  of  some  meet  places  for  plan- 
tations, within  the  bounds  of  the  patent  of  the  Massachu- 
setts colony  ;  which  from  the  latitude  of  42  degrees  and  a 
half,  or  42  degrees  and  33  and  a  half  minutes,  and  so 
northerly,  extends  itself  from  east  to  west,  in  longitude 
through  the  main  land  of  America,  from  the  Atlantic  ocean 
to  the  south  or  west  sea.'' 

The  patents  to  Virginia,  the  Carolinas,  and  Georgia, 
have  ever  been  uiKlerstood  to  have  the  same  westerly  cx- 

*  Manuscripts  of  prendent  Clap. 

t  NeaPs  history  N.  £.  vol.  i.  p.  148.    Douglass,  toI.  ii.  p.  90  and  160; 
and  Ilutchiofon  vol.  i.  p.  64  and  vol.  ii.  p.  203, 
^    X  Hutchinsou  vol.  i.  p.  1S9. 
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tension.     In  the  same  light  have  they  always  been  viewed,  Book  L 
by  the  British  kings,  and  have  been  pleaded  and  acted  up-  v^^-v^./ 
on,  in  treaties,  between  the  court  of  Great-Britain,  and 
the  French  and  Spanish  monarchs.     By  virtue  of  this  con*^ 
struction  of  patents  and  charters  of  the  American  colonies, 
it  was,  that  all  the  western  territories,  as  far  as  Mississip- 
pi, were,  in  the  late  peace  with  Great-Britain,  ceded  to  the 
states  of  America.     From  the  same  construction  of  the  pa* 
tents,  congress  have  taken  a  formal  surrender  of  the  unap- 
propriatea  western  .lands  from  particular  states,  and  from       » 
Connecticut  no  less  than  from  others.  •* . 

The  situation  of  the  settled  part  of  Connecticut  is^hiefly  sitaatMs, 
from  41  to  42  degrees  of  north  latitude,  and  from  72  to  73  ■oil  and 
degrees  and  45  minutes  west  longitude.     It  is   bounded  5!^  ®^^^ 
south  by  the  sea  shore  about  ^  miles,  from  Byram  river,  cut. 
in  the  latitude  of  40  degrees  and  58  minutes,  and  longitude 
72  degrees  and  25  minutes,  to  Pawcaluck  river,   in  lati- 
tude 41  degrees  and  17  minutes,  and  in  longitude  72  de- 
grees and  25  minutes  ;  east  on  the  colony  of  Rhode-Isl- 
and 45  miles ;  north  on  Massachusetts  72  miles,  the  line 
running  iiearly  in  the  latitude  of  42  degrees  ;  and  west  on 
New- York  about  73  miles.     It  contains  4,730  square  miles, 
and  3,020,000  acres.     One  twentieth  part  of  the  colony  is 
water  and    highways.*     Exclusive  of  these    there    are 
2,869,000  acres.     Of  this  about  2,640,000  are  estimated 
improvable.     The  land  is  excellently  watered,  and  libe- 
ral  to  the  husbandman.     Though,  in  some  places,  it  is 
mountainous  and  broken,  yet  the  greatest  part  of  this  is 
profitable  -either  for  wood  or  grazing.     There  are  some 
thin  lands,  but  these  are  profitable  with  proper  manuring      ^ 
and  cultivation. 

The  present  population  is  more  than  fifty  souls  to  every  Degfw  of 
square  mil«,  including  land  and  water.     It  is  about  one  W"!*- 
person  to  every  ten  or  twelve  acres  of  land. 

The  first  discoveries  made  of  this  part  of  New-England 
were  of  its  principal  river  and  the  fine  meadows  lying  upon 
its  bank.  Whether  the  Dutch  at  New-Netherlands,  or  the 
people  of  New-Plymouth,  were  the  first  discoverers  of  the 
river  is  not  certain.  Both  the  English  and  Dutch  claimed 
to  be  the  first  discoverers,  and  both  purchased  and  made  a 
settlement  of  the  lands  upon  it  nearly  at  the  same  time.    . 

In  1631,  Wahquimacut,  a  sachem  upon  the  river  Con- Invitation 
necticut,  made  a  journey  to  Plymouth  and  Boston,  earnest-  *o  ^\^^  on 
ly  soliciting  the  governors  of  each  of  the  colonies  to  send      "^*'* 

*  To  find  the  quantity  of  water  and  highways,  an  accurate  computa- 
tion was  made  of  the  proportion  of  water  and  highways  in  a  particular 
town,  which  was  supposed  to  contain  an  average  with  the  towns  in  gene- 
ral. 
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Book  I.  men  to  make  settlements  upon  the  river.     He  represented 
s^'N^^w  the  exceeding  fruitful ness  of  the  country,  and  promised  that 
he  would  supply  the  English,  if  they  would  make  a  settle- 
ment there,  with  corn  annually,  and  give  them  eighty  beav- 
'  er  akins.     He  urged  that  two  men  might  be  sent  to  view 
the  country.     Had  this  invitation  been  accepted  it  might 
have  prevented  the  Dutch  claim  to  any  part  of  the  lands 
tipon  the  river,  and  opened  an  extensive  trade,  in  hemp, 
furs,  and  deer  skins,  with  all  the  Indians  upon  it,  and  far 
^Qto  Canada. 
-^-  The  governor  of  Massachusetts  treated  the  sachem  and 

^^  his  company  with  generosity,  but  paid  no  further  attention 
to  his  proposal.  Mr.  Winslow,  the  governor  of  Plymouth, 
judged  it  worthy  of  more  attention.  It  seems,  that  soon  afr 
terhe  went  to  Connecticut,  and  discovered  the  river  and 
the  adjacent  parts.  The  commissioners  of  the  united  colo- 
nies, in  their  declaration  against  the  Dutch,  in  1653,  say, 
"  Mr.  Winslow,  one  of  the  commissioners  for  Plymouth, 
discovered  the  fresh  river  when  the  Dutch  had  neither  trad- 
ing house  nor  any  pretence  to  a  foot  of  land  there."* 

It  very  soon  appeared  that  the  earnestness,  wkh  which 
the  Indian  sachem  solicited  the  English  to  make  ^ttl^- 
ments  on  the  river,  originated  in  the  distressed  state  of  the 
river  Indians.  Pekoath,  at  that  time,  the  great  sachem  of 
the  Pequims,  or  Pequots,  was  conquering  them,  and  driv- 
ing their  sachems  from  that  part  oi  the  country.  The  In- 
dian king  imagined  that,  if  he  could  persuade  the  English 
to  make  settlcnients  there,  they  would  defend  him  from  his 
too  powerful  enemies.! 

The  next  year,  the  people  of  N^w-Plymouth  made  more 

1632.     particular  discoveries,  upon  the  river,  and  found  a  place 

near  the  mouth  of  the  little  river,   in  Windsor,  at  which 

they  judged  a  trading  house  might  be  erected,  which  would 

be  advantageous  to  the  colony. 

The  Indians  represented  that  the  river  Connecticut  ex- 
tended so  far  north,  and  so  near  the  great  lake,  that  they 
passed  their  canoes  from  the  lake  into  it ;  and  that  from 
the  great  swamps  about  the  lake  cau^e  most  of  the  beaver 
in  which  they  traded. 

One  ofthe  branches  of  Onion  river,  in  Vermont,  is  with- 
in ten  miles  of  Connecticut  river.  This  was  anciently  call- 
ed the  French  river.  The  French  and  Indians  from  Cana- 
da came  by  this  river,  and  from  this  into  Connecticut, 
when  they  made  their  attacks  on  the  northern  frontiers  pt 
New-England  and  Connecticut. 

*  Records  of  the  United  Colonies, 
t  Wifithrop^s  Journal,  p.  25. 


Chap.  IL  CONNECTICUT.  31 

Connecticut  river  has  its  source  in  that  grand  ridge  of  Boos  L 
mountains  which  divides  the  waters  of  New- England  and  s^^^v^./ 
Canada,  and  extends  north-easterly  to  the  gulph  of  St.  Descrip- 
Lawrence.  The  source  of  its  highest  branch  is  in  21^"^  c*^^ 
45  degrees  and  a  half,  or  46  degrees  of  north  Hititude/cut  river. 
Whefe  it  enters  New-England,  in  45  degrees  of  north  lati- 
tude, it  is  ten  rods  in  breadth,  and  in  running  sixty  miles 
further,  it  becomes  twenty-four  rods  wide.  It  forms  the 
boundary  line  between  JNfew-Hampshire  and  Vermont  a- 
bout  two  hundred  miles.  Thence  running  throueh  the 
states  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  it  disembogueil 
its  waters  into  Long-Island  sound,  between  Saybrook  and 
Lyme.  It  runs  with  a  gentle  flow,  as  its  course  is,  between 
three  and  four  hundred  miles.  Its  breadth  through  Con- 
necticut, as  a  medium,  is  bett^een  a  hundred  rods  and  half 
a  mile.  In  the  high  spring  floods  it  overflows  its  banks, 
and  in  some  places  is  nearly  two  miles  in  breadth.  As  its 
banks  are  generaUy  low,  it  forms  and  fertilizes  a  vast  tract 
of  the  finest  meaaow ;  feasible,  fertile,  and  in  which  a 
stone  is  scarcely  to  be  found.  The  general  course  of  this 
beautiful  river,  above,  and  between  the  states  of  New- 
Hampshire  and  Vermont,  is  nearly  south  west;  thence  it 
turns  and  runs  but  a  few  decrees  west  of  south  to  its  mouths 
At  a  small  distance  from  its  mouth  is  a  bar  of  sand,  ap- 
parently formed  by  the  conflux  of  the  river  and  tide.  Up^ 
on  this  there  is  but  ten  feet  of  water  at  full  tide.  The  bar 
is  at  such  a  distance  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  that  the 
greatest  floods  do  not  increase  the  depth  of  the  water.  This 
'  is  some  obstruction  to  navigation,  but  any  vessel,  which 
6an  pass  the  bar,  may  proceed  without  obstruction  as  far 
as  Middlelown,  thirty  miles  from  the  sound  ;  and  vessels  of 
eighty,  and  a  hundred  tons,  go  up  to  Hartford,  fifty  miles 
■^  from  the  river's  mouth.  By  means  of  locks  and  cuts,  at 
the  falls,  it  is  now  navigable,  for  boats,  more  than  three 
hundred  miles. 

In  Connecticut,  there  is  one  exception  to  the  lowness 
of  the  river's  banks.  About  three  miles  below  Middle- 
town  the  river  makes  its  way  through  two  mountains,  by 
which  its  breadth  is  contracted  to  about  forty  rods.  This 
occasions  the  waters,  sometimes,  in  the  spring  floods,  to 
rise,  even  at  Hartford,  twenty  feet  above  the  common  sur- 
face of  the  river.  This,  for  the  length  of  its  course,  ats 
gentle  flow,  its  excellent  waters,  the  rich  and  extensive 
meadows  which  it  forms,  and  the  immense  quantities  of 
fish,  with  which  it  abounds,  is  one  of  the  finest  rivers  in 
New-England. 

None  of  the  ancient  adventureirs,  who  discovered  the 
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great  continent  of  North-America,  or  New-England,  made 
any  discovery  of  this  river.  It  does  not  appear  that  it 
was  known  to  any  civilized  nation,  until  some  years  after 
the  settlement  of  the  English  and  Dutch,  at  Plymouth  and 
New-Netherlands. 

From  this  fine  river,  which  the  Indians  called  Quonehta- 
cut,  or  Connecticut,  (in  English,  the  long  river,)  the  colo- 
ny, originally  took  its  name.  Indeed  this  is  one  principal 
source  of  its  wealth  and  convenience. 

The  Housatonick  and  the  little  or  Farmington  river, 
westward  of  it,  and  Pequot  river,  now  called  the  Thames, 
on  the  east,  are  also  considerable  sources  of  its  opulence 
and  prosperity.  The  Housatonick,  now  commonly  called 
Stratford  river,  has  two  principal  branches.  One  rises  in 
Lancsborough,  and  the  other  in  Windsor,  in  the  county  of 
Berkshire,  in  Massachusetts.  Where  it  enters  Connecti- 
cut, between  Salisbury  and  Canaan,  it  is  about  fifty  rods  . 
wide,  and  running  through  the  whole  length  of  the  colony, 
it  empties  into  the  sound  between  Milford  and  Stratford. 
It  is  navigable  twelve  miles  to  Derby.  Between  Milford 
and  Stratford  it  is  about  eighty  rods  wide,  and  there  is  a- 
bout  four  fathoms  of  water.  Were  it  not  obstructed,  by  a 
bar  of  shells,  at  the  mouth,  it  would  admit  large  ships* 
Between  Salisbury  and  Canaan  is  a  cataract  where  the  wa- 
ter of  the  whole  river  falls  perpendicularly  sixty  feet. 
The  fall  nroduces  a  perfectly  white  sheet  of  water,  and  a 
mist  in  which  various  floating  rainbows  are  exhibited,- 
forming  a  scene  exquisitely  grand  and  beautiful. 

The  Naugatuck,  or  Waterbury  river,  is  another  consid- 
erable branch  of  the  Housatonick.  Its  source  is  in  Tor- 
rington,  and  running  through  Harwinton,  Plymouth  and 
Waterbury,  it  empties  itself  into  said  river  at  Derby. 

The  little,  or  Farmington  river,  rises  in  Becket,  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, crosses  the  boundary  line  between  the  colonies 
at  Harlland,  and  passing  through  Barkhempsted  and  New- 
Hartford,  runs  south  considerably  below  the  centre  of 
Farmington  first  society  ;  then,  making  a  remarkable  turn, 
it  runs  back  nearly  a  north  course,  twelve  or  fourteen 
miles  into  Simsbury  ;  where  it  turns  easterly,  and  running 
into  Windsor,  discharges  its  waters  into  Connecticut  river 
nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  This  formerly  was  re- 
plenished with  all  kinds  of  fish  in  as  great  a  profusion  as 
Connecticut.  The  numerous  dams,  which  more  lately 
have  been  erected  upon  it,  have  very  greatly  obstructed, 
their  passage. 

Pequot  river,  or  the  Thames,  empties  into  the  sound  at 
New-London.    It  is  navigable  fourteen  miles,  to  Norwich 
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landing*     Hero  it  loses  its  name,  and  branches  into  She-  Book  I. 
tucket  on  the  east,  and  Norwich  or  little  river  on  the  west.  s,^s/"w/ 

About  a  mile  from  the  mouth  of  the  little  river,  is  a  re-  Dcscrip- 
markable  romantic  cataract.    A  perpendicular  rock,  about  ^^^^  |**? 
twelve  feet  high,  extends  itself  across  the  whole  channel :  ^on^h^ 
over  this  the  river  pitches,  in  one  entire  sheet,  on  to  a  bed 
of  rocks :  here  it  is  compressed  by  a  very  narrow  and 
crooked  passage,  between  two  craggy  cliffs,  and  for  fifteen 
or  twenty  roas,  foftes   its  way  over  numerous   pointed 
rocks,  with  the  most  violent  agitation  ;  thence  it  flows  into 
a  large  bason,  which  spreads  itself  for  its  reception.     The 
long  and  constant  falling  of  the  waters,  have  excavated  the 
rocks,  even  to  admiration.     In  some,  cavities  are  made,  of 
a  circular  form,  not  less  than  five  or  six  feet  deep.      The 
smooth  and  gentle  flow  of  the  river  above  the  fall,  the  reg- 
ularity and  beauty  of  its  descent,  the  roughness  and  foam 
of  the  waters  below,  and  the  rugged,  towering  cliff  impend- 
ing the  whole,  presents    the  spectator  with  a  scene  ma- 
jestic and  pleasing  beyond  description. 

The  Shetuckct,  which  name  it  bears  as  far  only  as  theorsbe- 
southern  boundary  of  Windham,  is  formed  by  the  Willa-  tocket, 
mantick  and  Quenibaug  rivers.      The  Willamantick  has  2[*'!lS*"' 
its  source  in  Massachusetts,  enters  Connecticut  at  Stafford,  Q^baas 
and  is  the  boundary  line  between  Tolland  and  Willineton, 
Coventry  and  Mansfield,  and  passing  by  Windham,  loses 
itself  in  the  Shetucket.     Quenibaug  rises  in  Brimfield,  in 
Massachusetts,  and  passing  through  Sturbridge  and  Dud- 
ley, crosses  the  line  between  that  state  and  Connecticut,  at» 
Thompson  ;  and  dividing  Pomfiret  from  Killingly,  Canter- 
bury from  Plainfield,  and  Lisbon  from  Preston,  flows  into 
the  Shetcickettf 

The  colony  is  watered  and  fertilized  by  numerous  other 
rivers,  of  less  extent  and  utility. 

As  the  people  at  Plymouth  had  explored  Connecticut 
river,  and  fixed  upon  a  place  convenient  for  building  and 
commerce,  and  found  the  original  proprietors  of  the  soil 
desirous  of  their  making  settlements  among  them,  they 
judged  it  an  affair  worthy  of  public,  and  immediate  atten- 
tion. 

In  July,  1633,  Mr.  Winslow  and  Mr.  Bradford  there- 
fore made  a  journey  to  Boston,  to  confer  with  governor 
Winthrop  ana  his  council,  on  the  subject.  Governor  Wins- 
low  and  Mr.  Bradford  proposed  it  to  them,  to  join  with 
Plymouth,  in  a  trade  to  Connecticut,  for  hemp  and  beaver, 
and  to  erect  a  house  for  the  purposes  of  commerce.  It 
was  represented  as  necessary,  to  prevent  the  Dutch  from 
takine  possession  of  thai  fine  country,  who,  it  was  report- 
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Boor  I.  od,  were  about  to  build  upon  the  river  :  but  governor  Win- 
v^^N^-s^  throp  declined  the  motion  :  he  objected  that  it  was  not 
I653.  proj)er  to  make  a  plantation  there,  because  there  were 
three  or  four  thousand  warlike  Indians  upon  the  river ;  and 
because  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  it  was  such,  that  small 
pinnaces  only  could  enter  it  at  high  water ;  and  because 
that,  seven  months  in  the  year,  no  vessels  could  go  into  it» 
by  reason  of  the  ice,  and  the  violence  of  the  stream. 

The  Plymouth  people  therefore  determined  to  undertake 
the  enterprise  at  their  own  risk.  Preparations  were  made 
for  erecting  a  trading  house,  and  establishing  a  small  com- 
pany upon  the  river.  In  the  mean  time,  the  master  of  a 
vessel  frcm  Massachusetts,  i^iio  was  trading  at  N^w-Netlv- 
crlands,  shewed  to  Walter  Van  Twillcr,  the  Dutch  gover- 
nor, the  commission  which  the  English  had  to  trade  and 
settle  in  New-England ;  and  that  his  majesty  the  king  of 
England,  had  granted  all  these  parts  to  his  own  subjects. 
He  therefore  desired  that  the  Dutch  would  not  build  at 
Connecticut.  This  appears  to  have  been  done  at  the  di» 
rection  of  governor  Winthrop ;  for,  in  consequence  of  it, 
I  he  Dutch  governor  wrote  a  very  complaisant  letter  to 
him,  in  which  he  represented,  that  the  lords,  the  State* 
General,  had  granted  the  same  country  to  the  West-India 
company.  He  requested  therefore,  that  the  English  would 
make  no  settlements  at  Connecticut,  until  the  affair  should 
be  determined  between  the  court  of  England,  and  the 
States  General.*  This  appears  to  have  been  a  piece  of 
}>olicy  in  the  Dutch  governor,  to  keep  the  English  still,  un- 
til the  Dutch  had  got  a  firm  footing  upon'the  river. 

Several  vessels,  this  year,  went  into  Connecticut  river  to 
^  trade.      John  Oldham,  from  Dorchester,  and  three  men 

September  ^.j^|^  ^j^^^  ^^^^  travelled  through  the  wilderness  to  Connec- 
ticut, to  view  the  country,  andf  trade  with  the  Indians.  The 
sachem  upon  the  river  made  him  most  welcome,  and  gave 
him  a  present  in  beaver.  He  found  that  the  Indian  hem|> 
grew  spontaneously  in  the  meadows,  in  great  abundance  2 
he  purchased  a  quantity  of  it ;  and,  upon  trial,  it  appeared 
much  to  exceed  the  hemp  which  grew  in  England. 

William  Holmes,  of  Plymouth,  with  his  company,  hav- 
ing prepared  the  frame  of  a  house,  with  boards  and  materi- 
als for  covering  it  immediately,  put  them  on  board  a  ves- 
«cl,  and  sailed  for  Connecticut.  Holmes  bad  a  commission 
from  the  governor  of  Plymouth,  and  a  chosen  company  to 
accomplish  his  design.  When  he  came  into  the  river,  he- 
found  that  the  Dutch  had  got  in  before  him,  made  a  light 
fort,  and  planted  two  pieces  of  cannon  :  this  was  erected 
^Wiathfop^aJounial^  p.  55. 
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at  the  place  since  called  Hartfoit].      The  Dutch  forbid  Book  L 
Hojmes^  going  up  ihe  river,  stood  by  their  cannon,  ordered  v^^v-^^ 
him  to  strike  his  colours,  or  they  would  fire  upon  him :  but 
he  was  a  man  of  spirit,  assured  them  that  he  had  a  com- 
mission from  the  governor  of  Plymouth  4o  go  up  the  river, 
and  that  he  must  obey  his   orders :  they  ]K)ured  out  their 
threats,  but  he  proceeded,  and  landing  on  the  west  side  of 
the  river,  erected  his  house  a  little  below  the  mouth  of  the  Plymouth 
iitde  river,  in  Windsor.*      The  house  was  covered  withbo"»«e- 
the  utmost  dispatch,  and  fortified  with  palisadoes.      The^.^^^^* 
5achems,  who  were  the  original  owners  of  the  soil,  hadoct.i6^ 
been  driven  from  this  part  of  the  country,  by  the  Peciuots ; 
and  were  now  carried  home  on  board  Holmes'  vessel.    Of 
ihem  the  Plymouth  people  purchased  the  land,  on  which  \ 

ihey  erected  their  house.!     This,  governor  Wolcott  says,  Dutch 
was  the  first  house  erected  in  Connecticut.t     The  Dutch,  houwat 
about  the  same  time,  erected  a  trading  house  at  Hartford,  H^'^fo'^' 
which  they  called  the  Hirse  of  good  hope.4 

It  was  with  great  difficulty  that  Holmes  and  his  compa- 
rty  erected  and  fortified  their  house,  and  kept  it  afterwards.  »r^the' 
I'he  Indians  were  offended  at  their  bringing  home  the  ori-  Dutch  and 
ginal  oroprietors,  and  lords  of  the  country,  and  the  Dutch  I^**i«»- 
that  they  had  settled  there,  and  were  about  to  rival  them 
in  trade,  and  in  the  possession  of  those  excellent  lands  up- 
on the  river :   they  were  obliged  therefore  to  combat  both, 
aud  to  keep  a  constant  watch  upon  them. 

The  Dutch,  before  the  Plymouth  people  took  possession 
of  the  river,  had  invited  them,  in  an  amicable  manner,  to 
trade  at  Connecticut ;  but  when  they  were  apprised  that 
they  were  making  preparations  for  a  setdement  there,  they 
repented  of  the  invitation,  and  spared  no  exertions  to  pre- 
vent them. 

On  the  8th  of  June,  the  Dutch  had  sent  Jacob  Van  Cur*- 
ter,  to  purchase  lands  upon  the  Connecticut.  He  made  a 
purchase  of  about  twenty  acres  at  Hartford,  of  NepucRiash,  q^^  g^ 
o  Pequot  captain.  Of  this  the  Dutch  took  possession  in 
October,  and  on  the  25th  of  'the  month,  Curter  protested  Dec.  1634. 
against  William  Holmes,  the  builder  of  the  Plymouth 
house.  Some  time  afterwards,  the  Dutch  governor,  Walter 
Van  Twiiler,  of  fort  Amsterdam,  dispatched  a  reinforce- 
ment to  Connecticut,  designing  to  drive  Holmes  and  his 
company  from  the  river.  A  band  of  seventy  men,  under 
arms,   with   banners  displayed,  assaulted  the  Plymouth 

*  Manascripts  of  c^eroor  Wolcott. 
t  PrioGe'«  Cliron.part  ii.  sec.  2,  p.  94,  95,  96. 
X  fn  his  manuscripts. 

( Smith  represents  this  house  as  built  ten  years  before  it  lyas.     Hist,  of 
New- York,  p.  2.  "  *.         . 
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Book  I.  house,  but  they  found  it  so  well  fortified,  and  the  men  who 
kept  it  so  vigilant  and  determined,  that  it  could  not  be  tak- 
en without  bloodshed :  they  therefore  came  to  a  parley^ 
and  finally  returned  in  peace. 

The  Dutch  were  always  mere  intruders.  They  had  no 
right  to  any  part  of  this  country.  The  English  ever  denied 
their  right,  and  when  the  Dutch  placed  a  governor  at  New- 
Netherfands,  and  the  court  of  England  made  complaint 
of  it  to  the  States  General,  they  disowned  the  affair,  and 
said  it  was  only  9  private  undertaking  of  an  Amsterdam 
West-India  company.  King  James  the  first  commissioned 
Edward  Langdon  to  be  governor,  at  New-Netherlands, 
and  named  the  country  New-Albion.  The  Dutch  submit- 
ted to  the  English  government,  until  the  troubles  in  Eng- 
land, under  the  administrations  of  king  Charles  the  first 
and  the  long  parliament.*  Taking  the  advantage  of  the 
distraction  of  those  times,  they  again  usurped  and  estab- 
lished their  government,  until  they  were  reduced  by  king 
Charles  the  second,  in  1664.  They  gave  great  trouble  to 
both  the  colonies  of  Connecticut  and  New-Haven. 

The  people  of  New-Plymouth  had  carried  on  a  trade  up- 
on Connecticut  river  for  nearly  two  years  before  they 
greeted  a  trading  house.  They  found  the  country  to  be 
excellent  and  the  trade  profitable  ;  but  that,  were  there  a 
house  and  company  to  receive  the  commodities  which  were 
brought  down  from  the  inland  country,  the  profits  would 
be  much  greater*  The  country  abounded  with  beaver. 
The  Dutcn  purchased  not  less  than  ten  thousand  skins  an- 
nually. Plymouth  and  Massachusetts  people  sometimes 
3ent,  in  a  single  ship,  for  England,  a  thousand  pounds 
sterling  worth  of  otter  and  beaver  skins.  The  extent  of 
Connecticut  river,  the  numerous  Indians  upon  it,  and  the 
easy  communication  which  they  had  with  the  lakes,  and 
natives  of  Canada,  gave  an  extensive  opening  for  a  trade  in 
furs,  skins,  corn,  hemp  and  all  kinds  of  commodities  which 
the  country  afforded. 

This  was  a  year  of  great  sickness  at  Plymouth.  They 
lost  twenty  of  their  people.  Some  of  them  were  their 
principal  apd  most  useful  inhabitants. 

It  was  a  dreadful  year  to  the  Indians  in  the  Massachu- 
setts. Two  sachems  with  a  great  part  of  their  Indians 
died.  The  small  pox,  which  spread  among  them,  was  the 
occasion  of  the  mortality.  The  people  of  Massachusetts 
shewed  them  ereat  kindness  in  their  distress.  Several 
towns  If  ceived  their  children  to  prevent  their  taking  the  in- 
fection^  e^nd  to  nurse  and  save  them  if  they  had  taken  it ; 
1.  ii.  p.  2?2. 
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but  the  most  of  them  died,  notwithstanding  all  the  care  and  Book  I. 
pains  which  could  be  exercised  towards  them.  When 
their  mvn  people  forsook  them,  the  English,  who  lived 
near  them,  went  to  their  wigwams  and  ministered  to 
them.  Some  families  spent  almost  their  whole  time  with 
them.  One  Englishman  buried  thirty  of  their  dead  in  one 
day.* 


CHAPTER  III. 

The  state  of  the  country  of  Connecticut  when  the  settltment 
of  the  colony  commenced*  Its  trees  and  fruits.  Its  ani" 
mats,  dumber,  situation,  genius,  manners,  arms,  iUen- 
sils  and  wars  offhe  Indians* 

WHEN  the  English  became  first  acquainted  with  that 
tract  comprised  within  the  settled  part  of  Connec- 
ticut, it  was  a  vast  wilderness.  There  were  no  pleasant 
£elds,  nor  gardens,  no  public  roads,  nor  cleared  plats. 
Except  in  places  where  the  timber  had  been  destroyed, 
and  its  growth  prevented  by  frequent  fires,  the  groves  were 
thick  ara  lofty.  The  Indians  so  often  burned  the  coun- 
tiy,  to  take  deer  and  other  wild  game,  that  in  Qiany  of  the 
plain,  dry  parts  of  it,  there  was  bat  little  small  timber. 
Where  lands  were  thus  burned  there  grew  bent  grassy  or 
as  some  called  it,  thatch,  two,  three  and  four  feet  high, 
according  to  the  streoTgth  of  the  land.  This,  with  other  ^033, 
combustible  matter,  which  the  fields  and  groves  produced, 
when  dry,  in  the  spring  and  fall,  burned  with  violence  and 
killed  all  the  small  trees.  The  large  ones  escaped,  and 
generally  grew  to  a  notable  height  and  magnitude.  In 
this  manner  the  natives  so  thinned  the  groves,  that  they 
were  able  to  plant  their  corn  and  obtain  a  crop. 

The  constant  fall  of  foliage,  with  the  numerous  kinds  of 
weeds  and  wild  grass,  which  annually  died  and  putrified 
on  the  lands,  yielded  a  constant  manure,  and  exceedingly 
enriched  them.  Vegetation  was  rapid,  and  all  the  natural 
productions  of  the  country  luxuriant. 

It  abounded  with  the  finest  oaks  of  all  kinds,  with  ches-  Trees. 
nut,  walnut  and  wild  cherry  trees,  with  alt  kinds  of  maple, 
beeth,  birch,  ash  and  elm.  The  butternut  tree,  button  wood, 
]3asswood,  poplar  and  sassafras  trees^  were  to  be  foun4 
*  Wiathrop's  Joqraal,  p,  69. 
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Book  I.  generally  upon  all  tracts  in  Connecticut.  White,  yellow 
and  pitch  pine,  white  and  red  cedar,  hemlock  and  spruce, 
grew  pl^teousiy  in  many  places.  In  the  north  and  north* 
western  part  of  the  colony  were  excellent  groves  of  pine, 
with  spruce  and  fir  trees.  The  white  wood  tree  also, 
notable  for  its  height  and  magnitude,  making  excellent 
boards  and  clapboards,  was  the  natural  growth  of  the 
country.  In  some  towns  white  wood  trees  have  grown  in 
great  abundance.  All  other  kinds  of  small  trees,  of  less 
utility,  common  to  New-England,  flourish  in  Connecticut. 

The  coimtry  abounded  with  a  great  variety  of  wild  fruit. 
In  the  groves  were  walnuts,  chesnuts,  butternuts,  hazle- 
nuts  and  acorns  in  great  abundance.  Wild  cherries,  cur- 
rants and  plumbs,  were  natural  productions.  In  the  low 
lands,  on  the  banks  of  the  rivers,  by  the  brooks  and  gut- 
ters, there  was  a  variety  and  plenty  of  grapes.  The  coun- 
try also  abounded  with  an  almost  endless  variety  of  escu- 
lent and  medicinal  berries,  herbs  and  roots.  Among  the 
principal  and  most  delicious  of  these  were  strawberries, 
blackberries  of  various  kinds,  raspberries,  dewberries, 
whortleberries,  bilberries,  blueberries  and  mulberries. 
Cranberries  also  grew  plenteously  in  the  meadows,  which 
when  well  prepared  furnish  a  rich  and  excellent  sauce. 
Juniperberries,  barberries  and  bayberries,  which  are  of 
the  medicinal  kind,  grow  spontaneously  in  Connecticut. 
The  latter  is  an  excellent  and  useful  berry,  producing  a 
most  valuable  tallow.  It  is  of  a  beautiful  green,  and  has  a 
fine  perfume.  Beside  these,  there  was  a  profusion  of  vari- 
ous other  kinds  of  berries  of  less  consideration.  Some 
even  of  these,  however,  are  very  useful  in  various  kinds 
of  dyes  and  in  certain  medicinal  applications. 

The  earth  spontaneously  produced  ground  nuts,  arti- 
chokes, wild  leeks,  onions,  garlicks,  turnips,  wild  pease, 
plantain,  radish,  and  other  esculent  roots  and  herbs. 

Among  the  principal  medicinal  vegetables  of  Connecti- 
cut are  the  blood  root,  seneca  snakeroot,  liquorice  root, 
dragon  root,  pleurisy  root,*  spikenard,  elecampane,  Solo- 
mon's seal,  sarsaparilla,  semm,  bittersweet,  ginseng,  an- 
gelica, masterwort,  motherwort,  lungwort,  consumption 
root,!  great  and  small  canker  weed,  high  and  low  centaury, 
^weet  and  blue  flag,  elder,  maidenhair,  pennyroyal,  celan- 

*  Esclepias  decumbens. 

t  This  is  the  Geom  Urbanam  of  Linottun.  It  H  koown  in  Britain  by 
the  Dame  o(  Herb  Bmnel^  or  common  Jittns,  Dr.  Buchhave,  from  long 
cxperieoce,  recommeiidi  it  ae  roach  saperiojr  to  the  Peruvian  bark,  in  (hu 
cure  of  periodical  and  other  diseases.  Medical  commentaries  by  a  socie- 
ty of  Piiyticians  in  EdinlNireb,  vol.  Yii.  p.  279  to  288.  He  represents  three 
•usees  of  this  root,  as  equal  to  a  pound  of  the  cortex. 
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dine,  mallow,  marsh  mallow,  slippery  elm,  adder^s  tongue  Book  L 
and  ratdesnake  weed.     Indeed  a  great  proportioQ  of  the  v.^^^-%^ 
the  roots  and  plants  of  the  country,  with  die  bark,  buds    1633. 
and  roots  of  many  of  the  trees,   are  used  medicinally. 
There  is  a  great  variety  of  plants  and  flowers,  the  names 
and  virtues  of  which  are  not  known.§ 

The  country  was  no  less  productive  of  animals,  than  of 
natural  fruit.     In  the  groves  there  were  plenty  of  deer,  Animali* 
moose,  fat  bears,  turkies,  herons,  partridges,  quails,  pi- 

?eons,  and  other  wild  game,  which  were  excellent  for  food, 
^here  were  such  incredible  numbers  of  pigeons  in  New- 
England,  when  the  English  became  first  acquainted  with 
it,  as  filled  them  with  a  kind  of  astonishment.  Such  nu- 
merous and  extensive  flocks  would  be  seen  flying  for  some 
hours,  in  the  morning,  that  they  would  obscure  the  light. 
An  American  historian  writes,  ^'  It  passeth  credit,  if  but 
the  truth  were  written." 

Connecticut  abounded  in  furs.  Here  were  otters,  bea- 
\'^r,  the  black,  gray,  and  redfox,  the  racoon,  mink,  musk- 
rat,  and  various  other  animals,  of  the  fur  kind.  The  wolf, 
wild  cat^  and  other  animals,  common  in  New-England| 
were  equally  so  in  Connecticut.  Wolves  were  numerous 
in  all  parts  of  New-England,   when  the  settlements  com- 

'menc^,  and  did  great  damage  to  the  planters,  killing  their 
sheep,  calves,  ana  young  cattle. 

Tne  country  afibrded  an  almost  incredible  plenty  of  wa-  Fowl, 
ter  fowL     In  the  bays,  creeks,  rivers,  and  ponds,  were 

-  wild  geese,  and  ducks  of  all  kinds,  wigeons,  sheldrapes, 
broaobills,  teal  of  various  sorts,  and  other  fowl,  which 
were  both  wholesome  and  palatable.  In  the  waters,  on 
the  shores,  and  in  the  sands,  were  lobsters,  oysters,  clams, 
and  all  kinds  of  shell  fish  in  abundance.  Most  of  these 
are  reckoned  among  the  dainties  of  the  table. 
*  In  the  seas,  bays,  rivers,  and  ponds,  there  was  a  varie- 
ty, and  an  innumerable  multitude  of  fish.  Connecticut  p.^j^ 
river,  in  particular,  was  distinguished  for  that  plenty  and 
variety  which  it  afibrded  in  the  proper  season  :  especially 
for  those  excellent  salmon,  with  which  its  waters  were  re- 
plenished. 

As  Connecticut  abounded  in  wild  animals,  so  it  did  stiso  j^^.^^^^  _ 
with  wild  and  savage  men.     In  no  part  of  New-England  merous  in 
were  the  Indians  so  numerous,  in  proportion  to  the  extent  Connecti- 
of  lerritory,*as  in  Connecticut.     The   sea  coast,  harbors,  ^^*- 
bays,  numerous  ponds  and  streams,  with  which  the  country 
abounded,  the  almost  incredible  plenty  of  fish  and  fowl 

>  The  roots  and  flowers  of  America,  would  be  the  most  valuable  addi-  J 

lioD  ti)  xhfi  works  vf  tlie  celebrated  Lionaeus,  which  could  be  made.  ^ 
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Book  I.  which  it  afibrdcd,  were  exceedingly  adapted  to  their  con- 
s^'N^'^/  venience  and  mode  of  living.     The  exceeding  fertility  of 
1633.    the  meadows,  upon  several  of  its  rivers,  and  in  some  other 
parts  of  it,  th6  excellence  of  its  waters,  and  the  salubrity 
of  the  air,  were  all  circumstances,  which  naturally  collect- 
ed them  in  great  numbers  to  this  tract.     Neither  wars,  nor 
sickness,  had  so  depopulated  this,  as  they  had  some  other 
parts  of  New-England. 
.  From  the  accounts  give^n  of  the  Connecticut  Indians, 

muBbers  ^^^V  ^^^^^^  ^^  estimated  at  less  than  twelve  or  sixteen 
thousand.  They  might  possibly  amount  to  twenty.  They 
could  muster,  at  least,  three  or  four  thousand  warriors.* 
It  was  supposed,  in  1633,  that  the  river  Indians  only  could 
bring  this  number  into  the  fieW.t  These  were  principally 
included  within  the  ancient  limits  of  Windsor,  Hartford, 
Weathersfield,  and  Middletown.  Within  the  town  of 
Windsor  only,  there  were  ten  distinct  tribes,  of  sovereign- 
ties. About  the  year  1670,  their  bowman  were  reckoned 
,,      .   .  at  two  thousand.     At  that  time,  it  was  the  general  opinion, 

fiitBati6of.  ^jjg^j  jjj^j^  ^ypj,g  nineteen  Indians,  in  that  town,  to  one  En- 

jj^lishman.  There  was  a  great  body  of  them  in  the  centre 
of  the  town.  They  had  a  large  fort  a  little  north  of  the 
plat  on  which  the  first  meeting-house  was  erected.  On 
the  east  side  of  the  river,  on  the  upper  branches  of  the  Po^ 
dunk,  they  were  very  numerous.  There  were  also  a  great 
number  in  Hartford.  Besides  those  on  the  west  side  of 
the  river,  there  was  a  distinct  tribe  in  East-Hartford. 
These  were  principally  situaited  upon  the  Podunk,  from 
the  northern  boundary  of  Hartford,  to  its  mouth,  where  it 
empties  into  Connecticut  river.  Totanimo,  their  first  sa- 
chem with  whom  the  English  had  any  accpaaintance,  com- 
manded two  hundred  bowmen.  These  were  called  the 
Podunk  Indians. 

At  Mattabesick,  now  Middletown,  was  the  great  sachem 
Forts.  Sowheag.  His  fort,  or  castle,  was  on  the  high  ground, 
facing  the  river,  and  the  adjacent  country,  on  both  sides 
of  the  river,  was  his  sachemdom.  Thi»  was  extensive, 
comprehending  the  ancient  boundaries  of  Weathersfield, 
then  called  Pyquaug,  as  well  as  Middletown.  Sequin  was 
sagamore  at  Pyquaug,  under  Sowheag,  when  the  English 
began  their  settlements.  On  the  east  side  of  the  river,  in 
the  tract  since  called  Chatham,  was  a  considerable  clan, 
called  the  Wongung  Indians.  At  Machemoodus,  now  cal- 
led East-Haddam,  was  a  numerous  tribe,  famous  for  their 
pawaws,  and  worshipping  of  evil  spirits.|     South  of  these* 

*  Winthrop^s  Joaroa],  p.  51.        t  Maniucripts  frdm  Windsor. 
X  MaoiucripU  of  tbe  Rev.  Mr.  Hosmer. 
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in  the  easternmost  part  of  Lyme,  were  the  western  Nehan*  Book  I. 
ticks.    These  were  confederate  with  the  Pequots.     South  n-^-v^^/ 
and  east  of  them,  from  Connecticut  river  to  the  eastern    1633. 
'boundary  line  of  the  colony,  and  north-east  or  north,  to  its 
northern  boundary  line,  lay  the  Pequot  and  Moheagan 
country.     This  tract  was  nearly  thirty  miles  square,  inclu- 
ding the  counties  of  New-London,  Windham,  and  the  prin* 
cipal  part  of  the  county  of  Tolland.^ 

Historians  have  treated  of  the  Pequots  and  Moheagans,  Peqaot 
as  two  distinct  tribes,  and  have  described  the  Pequot  cQun-  ^^  **^ 
try,  as  lying  principally  within  the  three  towns  of  New-  c^Sti^. 
LfOndon,  Groton,  and  Stonington.  All  the  tract  above  this, 
as  far  north  and  east  as  has  been  described,  they  have  rep- 
resented as  the  Moheagan  country.  Most  of  the  towns  in 
this  tract,  if  not  all  of  them,  hold  their  lands  by  virtue  of 
deeds  from  Uncas,  or  his  successors,  the  Moheagan  sa- 
chems. It  is,  however,  much  to  be  doubted,  whether  the 
Moheagans  were  a  distinct  nation  from  the  Pequots*  They 
appear  to  have  been  a  part  of  the  same  nation,  named 
from  the  place  of  their  situation^  Uncas  was  evidently  of 
the  royal  line  of  the  Pequots,  both  by  his  father  and  moth<* 
er ;  and  his  wife  was  daughter  of  Tatobam,  one  of  the  Pe- 
«iot  sachems.*  He  appears  to  have  been  a  captain,  or 
fetty  sachem,  under  Sassacus,  the  great  prince  of  the  na- 
tion. When  the  English  first  came  to  Connecticut,  he  was 
in  a  state  of  rebellion  against  him,  in  consec|uence  of  some 
misunderstanding  between  them ;  and  of  little  power  ot 
consequence  among  the  Indians^ 

The  Pequots  were,  by  far,  the  most  warlike  nation  in  peqaot  aa* 
Connecticut,  or  even  in  New-England.  The  tradition  is,  cheo». 
that  they  were,  originally,  an  inland  tribe ;  but,  by  their 
prowess,  came  down  and  settled  themselves,  in  that  fine 
country  alone  the  sea  coast,  from  Nehantick  to  Narragan- 
set  bay.  When  the  English  began  their  settlements  at 
Connecticut,  Sassacus  hacf  twenty-six  sachems,  or  princi- 
pal war  captains,  under  him.  The  next  to  himself,  in  dig* 
nity,  was  Mononottoh.  The  chief  seat  of  these  Indians, 
was  at  New-London  and  Groton.  New-London  was  their 
principal  harbor,  and  called  Pequot  harbor.  They  had 
another  small  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Mystic  river.  Their 
principal  fort  was  on  a  commanding  and  most  beautiful  em-  ^Wef  «eaf. 
inencc,  in  the  town  of  Groton,  a  few  miles  south-easterly 
from  fort  Griswold.  It  commanded  one  of  the  finest  pros- 
pects of  the  sound  and  the  adjacent  country,  which  is  to 

i  Presideot  Clap's  manuscriptSj  aod  Chandler's  map  of  the  Moheagaa 
coantiy. 

*  Preface  to  Capt.  Mason's  history,  and  genealogy  of  Uncas,  upon  the 
records  of  Coonecticot. 
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Book  L  be  found  upon  the  coast.  This  was  the  royal  fortress, 
Si-^-v-w/  where  the  chief  sachem  had  his  residence.  He  had  an- 
1633.  other  fort  near  Mystic  river,  a  few  miles  to  the  eastward 
of  this,  called  Mystic  fort.  This  was  also  erected  upon  a 
beautiful  hill,  or  eminence,  gradually  descending  towards 
the  south  and  south-east.  The  Pequots,  Moheagans,  and 
Nehanticks,  could,  doubtless,  muster  a  thousand  bowmen. 
The  Pcqiiots  only  were  estimated  at  seven  hundred  war- 
riors. Upon  the  lowest  computation  we  therefore  find  at 
least  three  thousand  warriors  on  the  river  Connecticut,  and 
in  the  eastern,  part  of  the  colony.  If  we  reckon  every 
third  person  a  bowman,  as  some  have  imagined,  then  the 
whole  number  of  Indians,  in  the  town  and  tract  mentioned, 
would  be  nine  thousand ;  but  if  there  were  but  one  to  four 
or  five,  as  is  most  probable,  then  there  were  twelve  or  fif- 
teen thousand. 

West  of  Connecticut  river  and  the  towns  upon  it,  there 
were  not  only  scattering  families  in  almost  every  part,  but, 
in  several  places,  great  bodies  of  Indians*  At  Simsbury 
find  New-Hartford,  tliey  were  numerous;  and  upon  those 
fine  meadows,  formed  by  the  meanders  of  the  little  river, 
at  Tunxis,  now  Farmington,  and  the  lands  adjacent,  was 
another  very  large  clan.  There  was  a  small  tribe  at  Guil- 
ford, under  the  sachem  squaw,  or  queen,  of  Menunkatuck*  «* 
At  Branfoix]  and  East-Haven  there  was  another.  They 
had  a  famous  burying  ground  at  East- Haven,  which  they 
visited  and  kept  up,  with  much  ceremony,  for  many  years 
after  the  settlement  of  New-Haven. 

At  Milford,  Derby,  Stratford,  Norwalk,  Stamford,  and 
Greenwich,  their  numbers  were  formidable. 

At  Milford,  the  Indian  name  of  which  was  Wopowagr, 
J.  ^^         there  were  great  numbers;  not  only  in   the  centre  of  the 
town,  but  south  of  it,  at  Milford  point.     In  the  fields  there, 
the  shells  brought  on  by  the  original  inhabitants  are  said 
to  be  so  deep,  that  they  never  have  been  ploughed,  or  dug 
through,  even  to  this  day.     On  the  west  part  of  the  town 
was  another  party.     They  had  a  strong  fortress,  with  flan- 
kers at  the  four  corners,  about  half  a  mile  north  of  Strat- 
ford ferry.     This  was  built  as  a  defence  against  the  Mo- 
hawks.   At  Turkey  hill,  in  the  north-west  part  of  Milford^ 
there  was  another  large  settlement. 
^dS***t-      ^"  Derby,  there  were  two  large  clans.     There  was  one 
fofd  ludi-"  2»t  Paugusset.     This  clan  erected  a  strong  fort  against  the  . 
aof.  Mohawks,  situated  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  nearly  a  mile 

above  Derby  ferry.     At  the  falls  of  Naugatuck  river,  four 
or  five  miles  above,  was  another  tribe. 

At  Stratford,  the  Indians  were  equally,  if  not  more  nu- 
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rnerous.    In  that  part  of  the  town  only,  which  is  compris-  Book  I. 
ed  within  the  limit;}  of  Huntington,  their  warriors,  after  the  ^^^-\r^/ 
English  had  knowledge  of  them,  were  estimated  at  thi-ec   1633. 
hundred  ;  and,  before  this  time,  they  had  been  much  wast- 
ed by  the  Mohawks. 

The  Indians  at  Stamford  and  Greenwich,  and  in  that  Stamford 
vicinity,  probably,  were  not  inferior  in  numbers  to  those  IndiaM. 
at  Stratfoi*d.  There  were  two  or  three  tribes  of  Indians  in 
Stamford,  when  the  English  began  the  settlement  of  the 
town.  In  Norwalk  were  two  petty  sachemdoms ;  so  that 
within  these  towns,  there  was  a  large  and  dangerous  body 
of  savages.  These,  with  the  natives  between  them  and 
Hudson's  river,  gave  extreme  trouble  to  the  Dutch.  The 
Norwalk  and  Stamford  Indians  gave  great  alarm,  and  occa- 
sioned much  expense  to  the  English,  afu?r  they  made  set- 
tlements in  that  part  of  the  colony. 

In  the  town  of  Woodbury,  there  were  also  great  numbers 
f)f  Indians.  The  most  numerous  body  of  them  was  in  that 
part  of  the  town,  since  named  South-Britain. 

It  would  doubtless  be  a  moderate  computation,  to  reckon 

all  these  different  clans  at  a  thousand  warriors,  or  four  or 

five  thousand  people.      There  must  therefore  have  been 

sixteen,  and  it  may  be.  twenty  thousand  ^Indians  in  Con- 

/Mccticut,  when  the  settlement  of  it  commenced. 

Elast  of  Connecticut  were  the  Narraganset  Indians :  ^*7®5"^' 
these  were  a  numerous  and  powerful  body.  When  the  (Uaiu. 
English  settled  Plymouth,  their  fiehtiffg  men  were  reckon- 
ed at  three  or  four  thousand. ''^  Fifty  years  after  this  time, 
they  were  estimated  at  two  thousand.  The  Pequots  and 
Narragansets  njaintained  perpetual  war,  and  kept  up  an 
implacable  animosity  between  them.  The  Narragansets 
were  the  only  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Pequots,  which 
they  had  not  conquered.  To  these  their  very  name  was 
dreadful.  They  said  Sassacus  was  "  all  one  God ;  no  man 
could  kill  him.^t 

On  the  northeasterly  and  northern  part  of  the  colony,  Nipmock 
were  the  Nipmuck  Indians.  Their  principal  seat  was^w»». 
about  the  great  ponds  in  Oxford,  in  Massachusetts,  but 
their  territory  extended  southward  into  Connecticut,  more 
than  twenty  iqiles.  This  was  called  the  Wabbequasset 
and  Whetstone  country ;  and  sometimes,  the  Moheagan 
conquered  country,  as  IJncas  had  conquered  and  added  ii 
to  his  sachemdom*! 

•  Prince'i  Chroo.  p.  116. 
t  Major  Mason's  historj  of  the  Peqaot  war. 

X  Pretidefit  Clap's  manuscripts,  aiicl  Chandler's  map  of  the  Moheagaii 
cowitcj. 
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Descrip- 
tion of  the 
Indians. 
Passive 
courage. 


Features. 


Book  I.  The  Connecticut,  and  indeed  all  the  New-England  In* 
dians,  were  large,  strait,  well  proportioned  men.  Their 
bodies  were  firm  and  active,  capable  of  enduring  the  great- 
est fatigues  and  hardships.  Their  passive  courage  was 
almost  incredible.  When  tortured  in  the  most  cruel  man- 
ner ;  though  flaved  alive,  though  burnt  with  fire,  cut  or 
torn  limb  from  limb,  they  would  not  groan,  nor  show  any 
signs  of  distress.  Nay,  in  some  instances  they  would  glory 
over  their  tormentors,  saying  that  their  hearts  would  never 
be  soft  until  they  were  cold,  and  representing  their  tor- 
ments as  sweet  as  Englishmen's  sugar.*  When  travel- 
ling in  summer,  or  winter,  they  regarded  neither  heat  nor 
cold.  They  were  exceedingly  light  of  foot,  and  would 
travel  or  run  a  very  great  distance  in  a  day.  Mr.  Will- 
iams says,  "I  hav*j  known  them  run  between  eighty  and  a 
hundred  miles  in  a  summer's  day  and  back  again  within  two 
days."  As  they  were  accustomed  to  the  woods,  they  ran 
in  them  nearly  as  well  as  on  plain  ground.  They  were 
exceedingly  quick  sighted,  to  discover  their  enemy,  or 
their  gamp,  and  equally  artful  to  conceal  themselves. 
Their  features  were  tolerably  regular.  Their  faces  are 
generally  full  as  broad  as  those  of  the  English,  but  flatter  ; 
they  have  a  small,  dark  coloured  good  eye,  coarse  black 
hair,  and  a  fine  white  set  of  teeth.  The  Indian  children, 
when  born,  are  nearly  as  white  as  the  English  children  ; 
but  as  they  grow  up  their  skin  grows  darker  and  becomes 
nearly  of  a  copper  Colour.  The  shapes  both  of  the  men 
and  women,  especially  the  latter,  are  excellent.  A  crookr 
ed  Indian  is  rarely  if  ever  to  be  seen. 

The  Indians  in  general  were  quick  of  apprehension,  in- 
genious, and  when  pleased,  nothing  could  exceed  their 
courtesy  and  frifendship.  Gravity  and  eloquence  distin- 
guished them  in  council,  address  and  bravery  in  war^ 
They  were  not  more  easily  provoked  than  the  English ; 
•but  when  once  they  had  received  an  injury,  it  was  never 
forgotten.  In  anger  they  were  not,  like  the  English,  talka- 
tive and  boisterous,  but  sullen  and  revengeful.  Indeed, 
when  they  were  exasperated,  nothing  could  exceed  their 
revenge  and  cruelty.  When  they  have  fallen  into  the 
power  of  an  enemy,  they  have  not  been  known  to  beg  for 
life,  nor  even  to  accept  it  when  offered  them.  They  have 
seemed  rather  to  court  death.!  They  were  exceedingly 
improvident.  If  they  had  a  supply  for  the  present,  they 
gave  themselves  no  trouble  for  the  future.  The  men  de- 
clined all  laTjor,  and  spent  their  time  in  hunting,  fishing^ 

•  Hubbard's  Narrative,  p.  130  and  172. 
t  Jeflerson's  notes,  p.  108,  1Q9,  and  Hubbard's  narrative,  p.  130, 172. 
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shooting,  and  warlike  exercises.     They  were  excellent  Book  L 
marksmen,  apd  rarely  missed  their  game,  whether  run-  s.^^v^-'w/ 
ning  or  flying.  1633. 

They  imposed  all    the  drudgery  upon   their  women.  Treat- 
They   gathered  and  brought  home   their  wood,  planted,  JP*"*  ®^ 
dressedand  gathered  in  their  corn.     They  carried  home^gu'^^' 
the  venison,  fish  and  fowl,  which  the  men  took  in  hunting* 
When   they   travelled,   the  women  carried   the  children, 
packs  and  provisions.     The  Indian  women  submitted  pa* 
ticndy  to  such  treatment,  considering  it  as  the  hard  lot  of 
the  woman.     This   ungenerous  usage   of  their  haughty 
lords,  they  repaid  with  smiles  and  good  humour. 

It  has  been  common  among  all  heathen  nations,  to  treat 
their  women  as  slaves,  and  their  children,  in  infancy,  with 
little  tenderness.  The  Indian  men  cared  little  for  their 
children  when  young,  and  were  supposed  at  certain  times, 
to  sacrifice  them  to  the  devil.  Christianity  only  provides 
for  that  tender  and  honorable  treatment  of  the  woman, 
which  is  due  to  the  sex  formed  of  man.  This  alone  pro* 
vides  for  the  tender  care,  nursing  and  education  oiher 
ofispring,  and  is  most  favorable'  to  domestic  happiness,  to 
the  life  and  dignity  of  man* 

The  Indian  women  were  strong  and  masculine ;  and  as 
they  were  more  inured  to  exercise  and  hardship  than  the 
men,  were  even  more  firm  and  capable  of  fatigue  and  su& 
fering  than  they.  They  endured '  the  pains  ofchild-bear- 
ing  without  a  groan.  It  was  not  uncommon  for  them,  soon 
after  labor,  to  take  their  children  upon  their  backs  and 
travel  as  they  had  done  before.* 

The  clothine  of  the  Indians  in  New-England,  was  the  Dress, 
skins  of  wild  beasts.  The  men  threw  a  ught  mantle  of 
skins  over  them,  and  wore  a  small  flap  which  was  called 
Indian  breeches.  They  were  not  very  careful,  however, 
to  conceal  their  nakedness.  The  women  were  much  more 
modest.  They  wore  a  coat  of  skins,  girt  about  their  loins, 
which  reached  down  to  their  hams. — They  never  put  this 
off  in  company.  If  the  husband  chose  to  sell  his  wife's 
beaver  petticoat,  she  could  not  be  persuaded  to  part  with 
it,  until  be  had  provided  another  of  some  sort. 

In  the  winter,  their  blanket  of  skins,  which  hung  loose 
in  the  summer,  was  tied  or  wrapped  more  closely  about 
them.  The  old  men  in  the  severcr^easons  also  wore  a  sort 
of  trowsers  made  of  skins  and  fastened  to  their  girdles. 
They  wore  shoes  without  heels,  which  they  called  mocka- 
sins.     These  were  made  generally  of  moose  hide,  but 

*  Wood's  prospect  of  New-Eogland,  Neal  and  Hutchiosoo,  NeaPs  Hist 
21.  £.  rol.  i.  p.  45.    Hutciiiiisoo,  toJ.  t.  p*  4^  to  ^. 
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Book  L  sometimes  of  buck  skiiu     They  were  shaped  entirely  to 
\^"v^^/  the  foot,  gathered  at  the  toes  aiird  round  the  ankles,  aud 

1633.    made  fast  with  strings. 
Ona-  Their  ornaments  were  pendants  in  their  ears  and  nose, 

■*•****•  carved  of  bone,  shells  and  stone*  These  were  in  the  form 
of  birds,  beasts  and  fishes.  They  also  wore  belts  of  wam- 
pompeag  upon  their  arms,  over  their  shoulders  and  about 
their  loins.  They  cut  their  hair  into  various  antic  forms 
and  stuck  them  with  feathers.  They  also,  by  incisions  into 
which  they  conveyed  a  black  or  blue,  unchangeable  ink, 
made  on  their  cheeks,  arms,  and  other  parts  of  their  bo* 
dies,  the  figures  of  moose,  deer,  bears,  wolves,  hawks,  ea* 
gles  and  all  such  living  creatures  as  were  most,  agreeable  to 
their  fancies.  These  pictures  were  indelible,  and  lasted 
during  life.  The  sachems,  on  great  days,  when  they  de* 
signed  to  show  themselves  in  the  full  splendor  of  majesty, 
not  only  covered  themselves  with  mantles  of  moose,  or 
deerskins,  with  various  embroideries  of  white  beads,  and 
with  paintings  of  difierent  kinds  ;  but  they  wore  the  skin  of 
a  bear,  wild  cat  or  some  terrible  creature  upon  their  shoul* 
,  ders  and  arms.  They  had  also  necklaces  of  fish  bones, 
and  painting  themselves  in  a  frightful  manner,  made  a  most 
ferocious  and  horrible  appearance.  The  warriors  who, 
on  public  occasions,  dressed  themselves  in  the  most  wild 
and  terrific  forms,  were  considered  as  the  best  men. 
Habita-  The  Indian  houses  or  wigwams,  were,  at  best,  but  poor 
tioiM,  smoky  cells.  They  were  constructed  generally  like  ar* 
bours,.of  small  youne  trees,  bent  and  twisted  together,  and 
so  curiously  covered  with  mats  or  bark,  that  they  were 
tolerably  dry  and  warm.  The  Indians  made  theu*  fire  in 
the  centre  of  the  house,  and  there  was  an  opening  at  the 
top,  which  emitted  the  smoke.  For  the  convenience  of 
wood  and  water,  these  huts  were  commonly  erected  in 
groves,  near  some  river,  brook  or  living  spring.  When 
the  wood  failed,  the  family  removed  to  another  place. 
fgo^^  They  lived  in  a  poor  low  manner :  their  food  was  coarse 

and  simple,  without  any  kind  of  seasoning :  they  had  nei* 
ther  spice,  salt,  nor  bread  :  they  had  neither  butter,  cheese, 
nor  milk :  they  drank  nothing  better  than  the  water  which 
ran  in  the  brook,  or  spouted  from  the  spring :  they  fed 
on  the  flesh  and  entrails  of  moose,  deer,  bears,  and  all 
kinds  ofwild  beasts  and  fowls;  on  fish,  eels,  and  creeping 
things:  they  had  good  stomachs, and  nothing  came  amiss. 
In  tne  huntuig  aqd  fishing  seasons,  they  had  venison, 
moose,  fat  bears,  racoons,  geese,  turkies,  ducks,  and  fi^  of 
all  kinds.  In  the  summer,  they  had  green  corn,  bean^, 
squashes,  and  the  various  fruits  which  t£e*counlry  natural* 
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ly  produced.  In  the  winter  they  subsisted  on  corn,  beans,  Book  I. 
fish,  nuts,  groundnuts,  acorns,  and  the  very  gleanings  of  v^^^s^^^^ 
the  grove.  1633. 

They  had  no  set  raeals,  but  like  other  wild  creatures,  No  »et 
ate  when  they  were  hungry,  and  could  find  any  thing  to™®*^- 
satisfy  the  cravings  of  nature.  Some  times  they  had  little 
or  nothing  for  several  days  ;  but  when  they  had  provisions, 
they  feasted.  If  they  fasted  for  some  time,  they  were 
sure  at  the  next  meal  to  make  up  for  all  they  had  lost  be- 
fore. They  had  but  little  food  from  the  earth,  except  what 
it  spontaneously  produced.  Indian  corn,  beans  and  squash- 
es, were  the  only  eatables  for  which  the  natives  in  New- 
England  labored.  The  earth  was  both  their  seat  and  their 
table.  With  trenchers,  knives,  and  napkins,  they  had  no 
acquaintance*  .. 

Their  household  furniture  was  of  small  value.  Their  Hoiuehold 
best  bed  was  a  mat  or  skin :  they  had  neither  chair  nor  furoiture. 
stool.  They  ever  sat  upon  the  ground,  commonly  with 
their  elbows  upon  their  knees  :  this  is  the  manner  in  which 
their  great  warriors  and  councillors  now  sit,  even  in  the 
most  public  treaties  with  the  English.  A  few  wooden  and 
stone  vessels  and  instruments,  serve  all  the  purposes  of 
domestic  life.  They  had  no  steel  nor  iron  instrument.  ^^^^^ 
Their  knife  was  a  sharp  stone,  shell,  or  kind  of  reed,  which 
they  sharpened  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  cut  their  hair, 
nake  their  bows  and  arrows,  and  served  for  all  the  purpo- 
ses of  a  knife.  They  made  them  axes  of  stone :  these 
they  shaped  somewhat  similar  to  oar  axes ;  but  with  this 
difierence,  that  they  were  made  with  a  neck,  instead  of  an 
eye,  and  fastened  with  a  withe,  like  a  blacksmith's  chissel. 
They  had  mortars,  and  stone  pestles,  and  chissels  :  great 
numbers  of  these  have  been  found  in  the  country,  and  kept 
by  the  people,  as  curiosities.  They  dressed  their  corn 
with  a  clamshell,  or  with  a  stick,  made  flat  and  sharp  at 
one  end.  These  were  all  the  utensils  which  they  had,  ei- 
ther for  domestic  use,  or  for  husbandry. 

Their  arts  and  manufactures  were  confined  to  a  very  Art«  and 
narrow  compass.  Their  only  weapons  were  bows  and  ar-  "anufac- 
rows,  the  tomahawk  and  the  wooden  sword  or  spear.  Their 
bows  were  of  the  common  construction  :  their  bowstrings 
were  made  of  the  sinews  of  deer,  or  of  the  Indian  hemp. 
Their  arrows  were  constructed  of  young  elder  sticks,  or  of 
other  strait  sticks  and  reeds :  these  were  headed  with  a 
sharp  flinty  stone,  or  with  bones.  The  arrow  was  cleft  at 
one  end,  and  the  stone  or  bone  was  put  in  and  fastened 
wil^  a  small  cord.  The  tomahawk  was  a  stick  of  two  or 
three  feet  in  length,  with  a  knob  at  one  end.     Some  times 
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Book  I.  it  was  a  stone  hatchet,  or  a  stick,  with  a  piece  of  decrs 
\-^^N^^^/  horn  at  one  end,  in  the  form  of  a  pick  axe.      Their  spear 
1633.    was  a  strait  piece  of  wood,  sharpened  at  one  end,  andhar* 
dcned  in  the  fire,  or  headed  with  bone  or  stone. 

With  respect  to  navigation,  thev  had  made  no  improve- 
ments beyond  the  construction  antl  management  of  the  hol- 
low trough  or  canoe.  They  made  their  canoes  of  the  ches- 
nut,  whitewood,  and  pine  trees.  As  these  grew  strait  to  a 
great  length,  and  were  exceedingly  large  as  well  as  tall, 
they  constructed  some,  which  would  carry  sixty  or  eighty 
men  :*  these  were  first  rates ;  but  commonly  they  were  not 
more  than  twenty  feet  in  length,  and  two  in  breadth.  The 
Pequots  had  many  of  these,  in  which  they  passed  over  to 
the  Islands,  and  warred  aeainst,  and  plundered  the  Island- 
ers. The  Indians  upon  LoAg-Island  had  a  great  number 
of  canoes,  of  the  largest  kindw 
rndian  ca-  'pj^^  construction  of  these,  with  such  miserable  tools  as 
tUucted.*  ^^^  Indians  possessed,  was  a  great  curiosity.  The  manner 
was  this  :  when  they  had  found  a  tree  to  their  purpose,  to 
fell  it  they  made  a  fire  at  the  root,  and  kept  burning  it  and 
cutting  it  with  their  stone  axe,  until  it  fell :  then  they  kin- 
dled a  fire  at  such  a  distance  from  the  butt  as  they  chose, 
and  burned  it  oflf  again.  By  burning  and  working  with, 
their  axe,  and  scraping  with  sharp  stones  and  shells,  they 
made  it  hollow  and  smooth.  In  the  same  manner  they 
shaped  the  ends,  and  finished  it  to  their  wishes. 
N  and  '^^^X  Constructed  nets>  twenty  and  thirty  feet  in  length, 
hooks.  ^°^  fishing ;  especially  for  the  purpose  of  catching  stur- 
geon :  these  were  wrought  with  cords  of  Indian  hemp, 
twisted  by  the  hands  of  the  women.  They  had  also  hooks, 
made  of  flexible  bones,  which  they  used  for  fishing. 

With  respect  to  religion  and  morals,  the  Indians  in  New- 
Rclidon  England  were  in  the  most  deplorable  condition.  They 
•ad  morals  believed  that  there  was  a  great  Spirit,  or  God,  whom  they 
called  KiTCHTAN.  They  imagined  that  he  dwelt  far  away 
in  the  southwest,  and  that  he  was  a  good  God.  But  they 
worshipped  a  great  variety  of  gods.  They  paid  homage  to 
the  fire  and  water,  thunder  and  liehtnine,  and  to  whatever 
they  imagined  to  be  superior  to  themselves,  or  capable  of 
doing  them  an  injury.!  Thej^  paid  their  principal  homage 
to  Hobbamocko.  They  imagined  that  he  was  an  evil  spir- 
it and  did  them  mischief ;  and  so,  (rom  fear,  they  wor- 
shipped him,  to  keep  him  in  good  humour.  They  appear- 
ed to  have  no  idea  of  a  sabbath,  and  not  to  regard  any  par- 
ticular day  more  than  another.     But  in  times  of  uncommon 

•  Winihrop's  Journnl,  p.  54, 

*  MagiiaHa,  b.  iii,  p.  19^^. 
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distress,  by  reason  of  pestilence,  war,  or  famine,  and  upon  Book  I. 
occasion  of  great  victories  and  triumph,  and  after  the  in-  s^^'^^r^^ 
gathering  of  the  fruits,  they  assembled  in  great  numbers,  1633. 
for  the  celebration  of  their  superstitious  rites.*  The  whole 
country,  men,  women  and  children,  cam§  together  upon 
these  solemnities.  The  manner  of  their  devotion  was,  to 
kindle  large  fires  in  their  wigwams,  or  more  commonly  in 
the  open  fields,  and  to  sing  and  dance  round  them  in  a  wild 
and  violent  manner.  Sometimes  they  would  all  shout  aloud, 
with  the  most  antic  and  hideous  notes.  They  made  ratdcs 
of  shelU,  which  they  shook,  in  a  wild  and  violent  manner, 
to  fill  up  the  confused  noise.  After  the  English  setded  in 
Connecticut,  and  they  could  purchase  kettles  of  brass,  they 
used  to  strain  skins  over  them,  and  beat  upon  them,  to  aug- 
ment their  wretched  music.  They  often  continued  these 
wild  and  tumultuous  exercises  incessantly,  for  four  or  five 
hours,  until  they  were  worn  down  and  spent  with  fatigue. 
Their  priests,  or  powaws,  led  in  these  exercises.  Thev" 
were  dressed  in  the  most  odd  and  surprising  manner,  with 
iskins  of  odious  and  frightful  creatures  about  their  heads, 
faces,  arms,  and  bodies.  They  painted  themselves  in  the 
most  ugly  forms  which  could  be  devised.  They  somedmcs 
sang,  and  then  broke  forth  into  strong  invocations,  with 
starts,  and  strange  motions  and  passions.  When  these 
paused^  the  other  Indians  groaned,  making  wild  and  dole- 
ful sounds.  At  these  times,  they  sacrificed  their  skins,  In- 
dian money,  and  the  best  of  their  treasures.  These  were 
taken  by  the  powaws,  and  all  cast  into  the  fires  and  con- 
sumed together.  After  the  English  came  into  the  country, 
and  they  had  hatchets  and  Icettles,  they  sacrificed  these  in 
the  same  manner.  The  English  were  also  persuaded,  that 
they.  3ometimes,  sacrificed  their  children,  as  well  as  their 
most  valuable  commodities.     No  Indians  in  Connecticut  * 

were  more  noted  for  these  superstitions  than  those  of  Wo-  ^       / 

powage  and  Machemoodus.     Milford  people  observing  an  '  ^ 

Indian  child,  nearly  at  one  of  these  times  of  their  devotion, 
dressed  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  with  all  kinds  of  In- 
dian finery,  had  the  curiosity  to  inquire  what  could  be  the 
reason.  The  Indians  answered,  that  it  was  to  be  sacrificed^ 
and  the  people  supposed  that  it  was  given  to  the  devil. 
The  evil  spirit,  which  the  New-England  Indians  called 
Hobbamocko,  the  Virginia  Indians  called  Okee.  So  de- 
luded were  these  unhappy  people,  that  they  believed  these 
barbarous  sacrifices  to  be  absolutely  necessary.  They 
imagined  that,  unless  they  appeased  and  conciliated  their 
gods  in  this  manner,  they  would  neither  sufibr  them  to  have 

«Ma|:QaUa,B.IlI.  p.  192. 
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Book  1.  peace,  nor  harvests,  fish,  venison,  fat  bears,  nor  turkeys ; 

v>'^v-s^  out  would  visit  them  with  a  general  destiniction. 
1633,        With  respect  to  morals,  they  were  indeed  miserably  de- 

MoraJs.  praved.  Mr«  Williams  and  Mr.  Callender,  who,  at  an 
early  period,  were  acquainted  with  the  Indians  in  Rhode- 
Island,  Mr.  Hooker,  and  others,  have  represented  them  as 
sunk  into  the  lowest  state  of  moral  turpitude,  and  as  the 
very  dregs  of  human  nature.*  Though  the  character  which 
(hey  gave  them  was,  in  some  respects,  exaggerated  and 
absurd,  yet  it  cannot  be  denied^  that  they  were  wcM-ship- 
pers  of  evil  spirits,  Kars,  thieves^  and  murderers.  They 
certainly  were  insidious  and  revengeful,  almost  without  a 
parallel ;  and  they  wallowed  in  all  the  filth  of  wantonness. 
Great  pains  were  taken  with  the  Narraganset  and  Con- 
necticut Indians,  to  civilize  them,  and  teach  them  Chris- 
tianity ;  but  the  sachems  rejected  the  gospel  with  indigna- 
tion and  contempt.  They  would  not  suffer  il  to  be  preach- 
ed to  their  subjects.  Indeed,  both  made  it  a  public  inte- 
rest to  oppose  its  propagation  among  them.  Their  policy, 
religion,  and  manners,  were  directly  opposed  to  its  pure 
doctrines  and  morals. 

Courtship       The  manner  of  (heir  courtship  and  marriages  manifested 

tad  mar-    jj^gj^  impurity.  When  a  young  Indian  wished  for  marriage, 

^^^'        he  ptt?sentea  the  girl  with  whom  he  was  enamoured,  with 

bracelets,  belts,  and  chains  of  wampum.     If  she  received 

*  his  presents,  they  cohabited  together  for  a  thne^  upon  trial. 

*  •  ;  If  they  pleased  each  other,  they  were  joined  in  marriage  ; 
but  if,  after  a  few  weeks,  they  were  not  suited,  the  man, 
leaving  his  presents,  quitted  the  girl,  and  sought  another 
mistress,  and  she  another  lover.t  In  this  manner  they 
courted,  until  two  met  who  were  agreeable  to  each  other. 
Before  maniage  the  consent  of  the  sachem  was  obtained, 
and  he  always  joined  the  hands  of  the  young  pair  in  wed- 
lock. 

l>larality        The  Indians  in  general  kept  many  concubines,  and  never 

of  wivet.  thought  they  had  too  many  women.J  This  especially  was 
the  case  tvith  their  sachems.  They  chose  their  conci*- 
bines  agreeably  to  their  fancy,  and  put  them  away  at 
pleasure.  When  a  sachem  grew  weary  of  any  of  his  wo- 
men^ ht8  bestowed  them  upon  some  of  his  favourites,  or 
chief  men.  The  Indians,  however,  had  one  wife,  who  was 
the  governess  of  the  family,  and  whom  they  generally  kept 
during  life.  In  cases  of  adultery,  the  husband  either  put 
away  the  guilty  wife,  or  satisfied  himself  by  the  inflictio^^ 

*  Williamn^  manuscripts,  and  Mr.  Callender^s  sertnoo^ 
^  Hutchinson,  vol.  i.  p.  461,  462. 
t  Neal'i  Hist.  N.  £.  p.  38,  39. 
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of  some  severe  punishment.    Husbands  and  wives,  parents  Book  I. 
and  children,  lived  together  in  the  same  wigwams,  without  v-^-v-^/ 
any  different  apartment,  and  made  no  great  privacy  of  such    1633. 
actions  as  the  chaster  animals  keep  from  open  view. 

The  Indian  government,  generally,  was  absolute  mon-  ^n<^'a" 
archy.  The  will  of  the  sachem  was  his  law.  The  lives  ^ent?" 
and  interests  of  his  subjects  were  at  his  disposal.  But  in 
all-important  afiairs,  he  consulted  his  counsellors.  When 
they  had  givan  their  opinions,  they  deferred  the  decision 
of  every  matter  to  him.  Whatever  his  determinations  were, 
they  applauded  his  wisdom,  and  without  hesitation  obeyed 
his  commands*  In  council,  the  deportment  of  the  sachems 
was  grave  and  majestic  to  admiration.  They  appeared  to 
be  men  of  gr^at  discernment  and  policy.  Their^speeches 
were  cautious  and  politic.  The  conduct  of  their  counsel- 
lors and  servants  was  profoundly  respectful  and  submis- 
sive. 

The  counsellors  of  the  Indian  kings  in  New-England, '^*^P*P*" 
wete  termed  the  panies'e.     These  were  not  only  the  wisest,  ^^' 
but  largest  and  bravest  men  to  be  found  among  their  sub- 
jects.    They  were  the  immediate  guard  of  their  respective 
sachems,  who  made  neither  war  nor  peace,  nor  attempted  f 

any  weighty  affair,  without  their  advice.  In  war,  and  all 
great  eoterprisies,  dangers,  and  sufferings,  these  discovered 
a  boldness  and  firmness  of  ipind  exceeding  all  -  the  othef  .  ^ 

warriors.  ^^t^ 

To  preserve  this  order  among  the  Indians,  great  pains  "  *  ' 
were  taken.  The  stoutest  and  most  promising  boys  were 
chosen,  and  trained  up  with  peculiar  care,  in  the  observa- 
tion of  certain  Indian  ri^cs  and  ciistoms.  They  were  kept 
from  all  delicious  >meats,  trained  to  coarse  fare,  and  made 
to  drink  the  juicfs  of  bitter  herbs,  until  it  occasioned  violent 
vomitings.  They  were  beaten  over  their  legs  and  shins 
with'  sticks,  and  i^ade  to  run  through  brambles  and  thick- 
ets, to  make  them  hardy,  and,  as  the  Indians  said,  to  ren-  ^ 
der  them  more  acceptable  to  Hobbamocko. 

These  paniese,  or  ministers  of  state,  were  in  league  with 
the  priests,  or  powaws.  To  keep  the  people  in  awe,  they 
pretended,  as  well  as  the  priests,  to  have  converse  witK 
the  invisible  world,  and  that  Hobbamocko  often  appeared 
to  them. 

Among  the  Connecticut  Indians,  and  among  all  the  In-  The  crowu 
dians  in  New-England,  the  crown  was  hereditary,  always  ^®/®^'**' 
descending  to  the  eldest  son.     When  there  was  no  male*^** 
bsue,  the  crown  descended  to  the  fen;iale.   The  blood  royal 
was  held  in  such  veneration,  that  no  one  was  considered  as 
^ejr  to  the  crown,  but  such  as  were  royally  descended  oi^ 
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Book  I.  both  sides.     When  a  female  acceded  to  the  crown,  she  was 
s^^>/-?^^  called  the  sunk  squaw,  or  qupen  squaw.  There  were  many 
J633.    petty  sachems,  tributary  to  other  princes,  on  whom  they 
were  dependant  for  protection,  and  without  whose  consent 
they  made  neither  peace,  war,  nor  alliances  with  other  na- 
tions. 
Revenues       'f  hg  revenues  of  the  crown  consisted  in  the  contributions 
priolce.       ^^  ^^^  people.     They  carried  corn,  and  the  first  fruits  of 
their  harvest  of  all  kinds,  beans,  squashes,  roots,  berries, 
and  nuts,  and  presented  them  to  their  sachem.    They  made 
him  presents  of  flesh,  fish,  fowl,  moose,  bear,  deer,  beaver 
and  other  skins.     One  of  the  paniese  was  commonly  ap- 
pointed to  receive  the  tribute.     When  the  Indians  brought 
It,  he  gave  notice  to  his  sachem,  who  went  out  to  them, 
and  by  good  words  and  some  small  gifts,  expressed  his 
gratitude.    By  these  contributions,  his  table  was  supplied ; 
so  that  he  kept  open  house  for  all  strangers  and  travellers. 
Besides,  the  prince  claimed  an  absolutp  sovereignty  over 
the  seas  withm  his  dominion.     Whatever  was  stranded  oa 
the  coast,  all  wrecks  and  whales  floating  on  the  sea,  and 
taken,  were  his.*     In  war,  the  spoils  of  the  enemy,  and  all 
the  women  and  royalties  of  the  prince  conquered,  belong- 
ed to  him  who  made  the  conquest, 
f.        Sachems        The  sachem  was  not  only  examiner,  judge,  and  execu- 
ju^es  andtioner,  in  all  criminal  cases,  but  in  all  matters  of  justice 
mmcv^       between  one  man  and  another.     In  cases  of  dishonesty,  the. 
Indiaoa  proportioned  the  punishment  to  the  number  of  times 
in  which  the  delinquent  had  been  found  guilty.     For  the 
first  offence,  he  was  reproached  for  his  villainy  in  the  most 
disgraceful  manner;  for  the  second,  he  was  beaten  with  a 
cuogel  upon  his  naked  back.     If  he  still  persisted  in  his 
dishonest  practices,  and  was  found  guilty  a  third  time,  he 
was  sure,  besides  a  sound  drubbing,  to  have  his  nose  slit, 
that  all  men  might  know  and  avoid  nim.     Murder  was,  ia 
all  cases,  punished  with  death.     The  sachem  whipped  the 
delinquent,  and  slit  his  nose,  in  cases  which  required  these 
punishments ;  and  he  killed  the  murderer,  unless  he  were 
at  a  great  distance.     In  this  case,  in  which  execution  could 
not  be  done  with  his  own  hands,  he  sent  his  knife,  by  which 
it  was  effected.     The  Indians  would  not  receive  any  pun- 
ishment which  was  not  capital,  from  the  hands  of  any  ex- 
cept their  sachems.     They  would  neither  be  beaten,  whip- 
ped, nor  slit  by  an  officer :  but  their  prince  might  inflict 
these  punishments  to  the  greatest  extremity,  and   they 
would  neither  run,  cry,  nor  flinch.     Indeed,  neither  the 
crimes  nor  the  punishments  are  esteemed  so  infamous, 

•  Magiia]ia,B.yf.  p.  51. 
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among  the  Indiana,  as  to  gro^  or  shrink  under  suffering.  Book  L 
The  sachems  were  so  absolute  in  their  government,  that  n..^-n/-^^ 
they  conteiBKicd  the  limited  authority  of  the  English  gover-    1633. 
nors. 

The  Indians  had  no  kind  of  coin ;  but  they  had  a  sort  of  Indian 
money,  which  they  called  wampum,  or  wampumpeag.  It  money, 
consisted  of  small  beads,  most  curiously  wrought  out  of 
shells,  and  perforated  in  the  centre,  so  that  they  might  be 
strung  on  belts,  in  chains  and  bracelets.  These  were  of 
several  sorts.  The  Indians  in  Connecticut,  and  in  New- 
England  in  general,  made  black,  blue  and  white  wampum. 
Six  of  the  white  beads  passed  for  a  penny,  and  three  of  the 
black  or  blue  ones  for  the  same.  The  five  nations  made 
another  sort,  which  were  of  a  purple  colour.  The  white 
beads  were  wrought  out  of  the  inside  of  the  great  conchs, 
and  the  purple  out  of  the  inside  of  the  muscle  shell.  They 
were  ii)^de  perfectly  smooth,  and  the  perforation  was  done 
in  the  neatest  manner.  Indeed,  considering  that  th^  Indians 
had  neither  knife,  drill,  nor  any  steel  or  iron  instrument, 
the  workmanship  was  admirable.  After  the  English  set- 
tied  in  Connecticut,  the  Indians  strung  these  beads  on 
belts  of  cloth,  in  a  very  curious  manner.     The  squi|ws  J^ 

made  caps  of  cloth,  rising  to  a  peak  over  the  top  of  the 
head,  aod  the  fore  part  w^s  tieautified  with  wampum,  curi** 
ously  wvpught  upon  them.  The  six  nations  now  weave 
and  string  them  in  broad  belts,  which  they  give  in  iheir 
treaties,  as  a  confirmation  of  their  speeches  and  the  $eaU 
of  their  friendship.* 

The  Indians  of  Connecticut  and  New-England,  although 
consisting  of  a  great  number  of  different  nations  and  clans, 
appear  all  to  have  spoken  radically  the  same  language. 
From  Piscataqua  to  Connecticut,  it  was  so  nearly  the  same,  Langaajjln 
that  the  different  tribes  could  converse  tolerably  together.! 
The  Mpheagan  or  Peqgot  language  was  essentially  that  of 
all  the  Indians  in  New-England,  and  of  a  great  part  of  the 
Indians  in  the  United  States.|  The  word  Moheagans,  is  a 
•  corruption  of  Muhhekaneew,  in  the  singular,  or  of  Muhhe- 
kaneok  in  the  plural  number.  Not  only  the  natives  of 
New-England,  but  the  Penobscots,  bordering  on  Nova- 
Scotia,  the  Indians  of  St.  Francis,  in  Canada,  the  Dcla- 
wares,  in  Pennsylvania,  the  Shawanese,  on  the  Ohio,  and 
the  Chippewaus,  at  the  westward  of  lake  Huron,  all  spoke 
the  same  radical  language.     The  same  appears  evident 

•  Colden's  histonr,  vol.  i.  p.  3, 4, 71, 72. 

t  Hutchinson,  vol.  i.  p.  479. 
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Book  I.  also  with  respect  to  the  Ottowaus,  Nanticooks,  Munsees, 
s^'v^^^  Menomonees,  Missifaugas,  Saukies,  Ottagaumies,  Kiilisti- 
1633.    noes,   Nipegons,  Algonkius,  Winnebagoes  and  other  In- 
dians.    The  various  tribes,  who  evidently  spoke  the  same 
original  language,    had  different   dialects ;  yet,   perhaps, 
they  differed  little  more  from  each  other,  than  the  style  of 
a  Londoner  now  does  from  that  of  bis  great  grandfather. 
The  want  of  letters  and  of  a  sufficient  correspondence  be- 
tween the  several  nations  may  well  account  for  all  the  va- 
riations to  be  found  among  the  natives  in  New-England, 
and  between  them  and  the  other  tribes  which  have  been 
mentioned.     All  the  New-England  Indians  expressed  the 
pronouns  both   substantive  and  adjective  by  prefixes  and 
suffixes,  or  by  letters  or  syllables  added  at  the  beginnings 
or  ends  of  their  nouns.^     In  this  respect  there  is  a  re- 
markable coincidence  between  this  and  the  Hebrew  lan- 
guage, in  an  instance  in  which  the  Hebrew  entirely  dif- 
fers from  all  the  ancient  and  modern  languages  of  Europe. 
Affini^of       From  this  affinity  of  the  Indian  language,  with  the  He- 
aod  He-     brew,  from  their  anointing  their  heads  with  oil,  their  dan-r 
brew  Ian-  cing   in  their    devotions,    their  excessive   bowlings  and 
jpiages.      mourning  for   their  dead,  their  computing  time  by  nights 
and  moons,  their  giving  dowries  to  their  wives,  and  caus- 
ing their  women  at  certain  seasons  to  dwell  by  themselves, 
and  some  other  circumstances,  the  famous  Mr.  John  Eliot, 
the  Indian  apostle,  was  led  to  imagine  that  the  American 
Indians   were  the  posterity  of  the  dispersed  Israelites.^ 
They  used  many  figures  and  parables  in  their  discourses, 
and  some  have  reported  that,  at  certain  seasons,  they  used 
no  knives,  and  never  brake  the  bones  of  the  creatures 
which  they  eaL     It  has  also  been  reported,   that  in  some 
of  their  songs  the  word  Hallelujah  might  be  distinguished.! 
The  Indian  language  abounds  with  gutterals  and  strong 
aspirations,  and  their  words  are  generally  of  a  great  length,} 
which  render  it  peculiarly  bold  and  sonorous.     The  In- 
dian speeches,  like  those  of  the  eastern  nations,  generally 
were  adorned  with  the  most  bold  and  striking  figures,  and 
have  not  been  inferior  to  any  which  either  the  English  or 
French  have  been  able  to  make  to  them.     The  Indians  in 
general,  throughout  the  continent,   were  much  given  to 
speech  making.     As  eloquence  and  war  were,  witl^  them, 

i  Dr.  Edwards'  observations  on  the  Indian  language. 

•  Magrnalia  b.  iii.  p.  192,  193.        t  Hutchinson  vol.  i.  p.  478. 

t  Numinatcbekodtantamoonganunonash  was  a  single  word,  which  in 
English,  8igni6es,  Our  luats,  Noowooaantaromoonkanunnonnash  was 
another,  signilying,  Our  loves.  Kummogkodonattoottummooctiteaongan- 
nQononash  was  another,  expressing  no  more  than,  Our  question.  M^gna- 
Ka  b.  iii.  p.  193. 
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the  foundations  of  all  consequence,  the  whole  force  of  their  Book  I. 
genius  was  directed  to  these   acq|uisitions.     In   council,  v^-v^^/ 
Cheir  opinions  were  always  given  in  set  speeches  ;  and  to    1633. 
persons  whom  they  highly  respected,  it  was  not  unusual, 
on  meeting  and  parting,  or  on  matters  of  more  than  com- 
mon importance,  to  address  their  compliments  and  opin- 
ions in  formal  harangues.     The  Indians  commonly  spake 
with  an  unusual  animation  and  vehemence* 

The  Indians  in  New-England,   rarely  if  ever  admitted  L  and  R 
4he  letters  L  and  R  into  their  dialect ;  but  the  Mohawks,  ?<>*  "sed 
whose  language   was  entirely  different,  used  them  both.  JSJ^^jar 
Some  of  the  western  Indians,  who  speak  the  same  language  lect  ofN. 
radically^  with  the  Moheagans,  use  the  L.     The  Mohea-  England, 
gan  language  abounds  with  labials,  but  the  Mohawk  dif- 
fers entirely  fipora  this,  and  perhaps  from  every  other,  in 
this  respect,  that  it  is  wholly  destitute  of  labials.     The 
Mohawks  esteemed  it  a  laughable  matter  indeed,  for  men 
to  shut  their  mouths  that  they  might  speak.* 

The  Indians  in  Connecticut,  and  in  all  parts  of  New-  Burial  of 
England,  made  great  lamentations  at  the  burial  of  their  ^  ******* 
dead.  Their  manner  of  burial  was  to  dig  holes  in  the 
ground  with  stakes,  which  were  made  broad  and  sharpen- 
ed at  one  end.  Sticks  were  laid  across  the  bottom,  and 
the  corpse,  which  was  previously  wrapped  in  skins  and 
mats,  was  let  down  upon  them.  The  arms,  treasures,  uten- 
sils, paint  and  ornaments  of  the  dead,  were  buried  with 
them,  and  a  mound  of  earth  was  raised  upon  the  whole. 
In  some  instances  the  Indians  appear  to  have  used  a  kind 
of  embalming,  by  wrapping  the  corpse  in  large  quantities 
of  a  strong  scented  red  powder.!  In  some  parts  of  New- 
England,  the  dead  were  buried  in  a  sitting  posture  with 
their  faces  towards  the  east.  The  women  on  these  occa-  Mouraiog. 
fiions  painted  their  faces  with  oil  and  charcoal,  and  while 
the  burial  was  performing,  they,  with  the  relatives  of  the 
dead,  made  the  most  hideous  shrieks,  bowlings  and  la- 
mentations. Their  mourning  continued,  by  turns,  at  night 
and  in  the  morning,  for  several  days.  During  this  term 
all  the  relatives  united  in  bewailing  the  dead. 

When  the  English  began  the  settlement  of  Connecticut,  Indians  of 
all  the  Indians  both  east  and  west  of  Connecticut  river,  Connecti- 
were  tributaries,  except  the  Pequots,  and  some  few  tribes  J"*.  *'''^"' 
which   were   in  alliance  with  them.     The  Pequots  had 
spread  their  conquests  over  all  that  part  of  the  state  east 
of  the  river.     They  had  also  subjugated  the  Indians  on  the 
sea  coast,  as  far  eastward  as  Guilford.     Uncas  ihereforer 

*  Golden's  history  vol.  i.  p.  16. 

t  N«al'f  histojy  N.  E.  voK  ii  p.  29.  s. 
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Book  I.  after  ihe  Pequots  were  coaqoered,  extended  his  claims  as 
v-^-v^/  far  as  Hammonasset,  in  the  eastern  part  of  that  township.* 
1633.    The  Indians  in  these  parls  were  therefore  tributaries  to  the 
Pequots. 

The  Mohawks  had  not  onljr  carried  Iheir  conquests  air' 
far  southward  as  Virginia,  but  eastward,  as  far  as  Con- 
necticut river.  The  Indians  therefore,  in  the  western  parts 
of  Connecticut,  were  their  tributaries.  Two  old  Mo- 
hawks, every  year  or  two,  might  be  seen  issuing  their  or- 
ders  and  collecting  their  tribute,  with  as  ntuch  authority 
and  haughtiness  as  a  Roman  dictator. 

It  is  indeed  difficult  to  describe  the  fear  of  this  tenrifoie 
nation,  which  had  fallen  on  all  the  Indians  in  the  western 

Earts  of  Connecticut.  If  they  neglected  to  pay  their  tri- 
ute,  the  Mohawks  would  come  down  against  them,  plun- 
der, destroy,  and  carry  them  captive  at  pleasure.  When 
they  made  their  appearance  in  the  country,  the  Connecti- 
cut Indians  would  instantly  raise  a  cry  from  bill  to  hill,  a 
Mohawk !  a  Mohawk  !  and  fly  like  sheep  before  wolvesy 
without  attempting  the  least  resistance*!  The  Mohawks 
tvould  cry  out,  in  the  most  terrible  manner,  in  their  lan- 
guage, importing  "  We  are  come,  we  are  come,  to  sucfc 
yo<ir  blood."J  When  the  Connecticut  Indians  could  not 
escape  to  their  forts,  they  would  immediately  flee  to  the 
English  houses  for  shelter,  and  sometimes  the  Mohawks 
would  pursue  them  so  closely  as  to  enter  with  them,  and 
kill  them  in  the  presence  of  the  family.  If  there  was  time 
to  shut  the  doors  they  never  entered  by  force,  nor  did 
they,  upon  any  occasion,  do  the  least  injury  to  the  English. 

Whcqr  they  came  into  this  part  of  the  country  for  war, 
they  used  their  utmost  art  to  keep  themselves  undiscover- 
ed. They  would  conceal  themselves  in  swamps  and  thick- 
ets, watching  their  opportunity,  and  all  on  a  sudden,  rise 
upon  their  enemy  and  kill  or  captivate  them,  before  they 
had  time  to  make  any  resistance. 

About  the  time  when  the  settlement  of  New-Haven  com- 
menced, or  not  many  years  after,  they  came  into  Connec- 
ticut, and  surprised  the  Indian  fort  at  Paugusset.  To  pre- 
vent the  Connecticut  Indians  from  discovering  them,  and 
that  not  so  much  as  a  track  of  them  mi^ht  be  seen,  they 
marched  in  the  most  secret  manner,  and  when  they  came 
near  the  fort  travelled  wholly  in  the  river.  Secreting 
themselves  near  the  fort,  they  watched  their  opportunity, 
and  suddenly  attacking  it,  with  their  dreadful  yeliings  and 
violence,  they  soon  took  it  by  force,  and  killed  and  capti- 

*  Manuscript*  of  Mr.  Ruccgles. 
t  Coldeii's  lii-itory  vol.  i.  p.  3.        J  VVood^s  prospect  of  N.  Eogland. 
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vated  whom  they  pleased.  Having  plundered  and  des-  Book  L 
troyed,  at  their  pleasure,  they  returned  to  their  castles,  >.^"v''^»^ 
west  of  Albany.  1633, 

As  the  Indians  in  Connecticut  were  slaughtered  and  op-  Motive* 
pressed,  either  by  the  Pequots  or  Mohawks^  they  were  fj^T'5-? 
generally  friendly  to  the  settlement  of  the  English  among  ana  to 
Uiem.     They  expected,  by  their  means,  to  be  defended  permit  tbe 
against  their  terrible  and  cruel  oppressors.     They  also  ^^^ 
found  themselves  benefited  by  trading  with  them.     They  ^t^ 
furnished  themselves  with  knives,  hatchets,  axes,  hoes, 
kettles  and  various  instruments  and  utensils  which  highly 
contributed  to  their  convenience.     They  could,  with  these, 
perform  more  labor  in  one  hour  or  day,  than  they  could  in 
many  days  without  them.     Besides,  they  found  that  they 
could  exchange  an  old  beaver  coat,  or  blanket,  for  two  or 
three  new  ones  of  English  manufacture.     They  found  a 
much  better  market  for  their  furs,  corn,  peltry,  and  ail  their 
vendible  commodities. 

The  English  were  also  careful  to  treat  them  With  justice 
and  humanity,  and  to  make  such  presents  to  their  sachems 
and  great  captains,  as  should  please  and  keep  them  in 
good  humor. 

By  these  means,  the  English  lived  in  tolerable  peacef 
with  all  the  Indians  in  Connecticut,  and  New-England, 
except  the  Pequots,  for  about  forty  years. 

The  Indians,  at  their  first  settlement,  performed  many  tMU 
acts  of  kindness  towards  them.  They  instructed  them  in" 
the  manner  of  planting  and  dressing  the  Indian  corn. 
They  carried  them  upon  their  backs,  Uirough  rivers  and 
waters  ;  and,  as  occasion  required,  served  them  instead  of 
boats  and  bridges.  They  gave  them  much  useful  informa- 
tion respecting,  the  country,  and  when  the  English  or  their 
children  were  lost  in  the  woods,  and  were  in  danger  of 
perishing  with  hunger  or  cold,  they  conducted  them  to 
their  wigwams,  fed  them,  and  restored  them  to  their  fami- 
lies and  parents.  By  selling  them  corn,  when  pinched 
with  famine,  they  relieved  their  distresses  afid  prevented 
their  perishing  in  a  strange  land  and  uncultivated  wild^« 
ness. 
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v-rv>^ 

CHAPTER  IV. 

1 

The  people  at  Dorchester ^  Watertown^kd  i^twtomn^  fimMing 
themselves  straitened  in  the  Massathusttts^  detemwm  t4 
remove  to  Connecticut.  Debates  in  Massachusetts  r$la» 
live  to  their  removal.  The  general  court  atfirtt  prohib' 
ited  t/,  but  afterwards  gave  its  consent.  The  people  re* 
moved  and  settled  the  towns  of  Windsor^  Hartford  and 
Weathersfield.     Hardships  and  losses  of  the  first  winters. 

^^'  O  UCH  numbers  were  constantly  emigrating  to  New- 
k^  England,  in  conseauence  of  the  persecution  of  the 
puritans,  that  the  people  at  Dorchester,  Watertown  aad 
Newtown,  began  to  be  much  straitened,  by  the  accession 
of  new  planters.  By  those  who  had  been  at  Connecticut^ 
they  had  received  intelligence  of  the  excellent  meadows 
upon  the  river :  they  therefore  determined  to  remove,  and 
once  more  brave  the  dangers  and  hardships  of  making  set- 
tlements in  a  dreary  wilderness. 
May.  Upon  application  to  the  general  court  for  the  enlarge- 

ment of  their  boundaries,  or  for  liberty  to  remove,  they,  at 
first,  obtained  consent  for  the  latter.     However,  when  it 
was  afterwards  discovered,  that  their  determination  was  ta 
^      plant  a  new  colony  at  Connecticut,  there  arose  a  strong 
St0f^^   opposition  ;  so  that  when  the  court  convened  in  Septem- 
ber, ber,  there  was  a  warm  debate  on  the  subject,  and  a  great 
division  between  the  houses.     Indeed,  the  whole  colony 
was  affected  with  the  dispute. 
Arguments     ]]^j.^  Hooker,  who  was  more  engaged  in  the  enterprise 
iHgtoCon-  ^^^^  ^^^  other  ministers^  took  up  the  affair  and  pleaded  for 
neci^at.    the  people.     He  urged,  that  they  were  so  straitened  for  ac* 
commodations  for  their  cattle,  that  they  could  not  supporf 
the  ministry,  neither  receive,  nor  assist  any  more  of  their 
friends,  who  might  come  over  to  them.     He  insisted  that 
the  planting  of  towns  so  near  together  was  a  fundamental 
error  in  their  policy.     He  pleaded  the  fertility  and  happy 
accommodations  of  Conncecticut :    That  settlements  upon 
the  river  were  necessary  to  prevent  the  Dutch  and  others 
from  possessing  themselves  of  so  fruitful  and  important  a 
part  of  the  country ;  and   that  the  minds  of  the  people 
were  stiongly  inclined  to  plant  themselves  there,  in  prefer- 
ence to  every  other  place,  which  had  come  to  their  Knowl- 
edge. 
Ar^omf  n(s     On  the  other  side  it  was  insisted.  That  in  point  of  com- 
sgaioBtit.  gcience  they  ought  not  to  depart,  as  they  were  united  to 
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the  Massachusetts  as  one  bcnly,  and  bound  by  oath  to  seek  Book  I. 
the  good  of  that  commoaweaUh :  and  that  on  principles  of  ^^^v"^^ 
policy  it  could  not,  by  any  means,  be  granted.     It  was    t6.34« 
pleaded,  that  as  the  settlements  in  the  Massachusetts  were 
|iew  and  weak,  they  were  in  danger  of  an  assault  from  their 
enemies  :  That  the  departure  of  Mr.  Hooker  and  the  peo- 
ple of  those  towns,  would  not  only  draw  off  many  from  the 
Massachusetts,  but  prevent  others  from  setding  in  the  colo- 
ny.    Besides,  it  was  said,  that  the  removing  of  a  candle- 
stick was  a  great  judgment :  That  by  sulfering  it  they 
should  expose  their  brethren  to  great  danger,  b<)th  from 
the  Dutch  and  Indians.     Indeed,  it  was  affirmed  that  they 
night  be  accommodated  by  the  enlargements  offered  them 
by  the  other  towns. 

^kfier  a  long  and  wann  debate,  the  governor,  two  assist-  T^?^'* 
a^ts,  and  a  majority  of  the  representatives,  were  for  grant-    ^^"^' 
ing  liberty  for  Mr.  Hooker  and  the  people  to   transplant 
themselves  to  Connecticut.     The  deputy-governor  howevr 
er  and  six  of  the  assistants  were  in  the  negative,  and  so  no 
vote  could  be  obtained.* 

This  made  a  considerable  ferment,  not  only  in  the  gene- 
ral court,  but  in  the  colony,  so  that  Mr.  Cotton  was  desired 
to  preach  on  the  subject  to  quiet  the  court  and  the  people 
of  the  colony.  This  also  retarded  the  commencement  of 
the  settlements  upon  the  river.  Individuals,  however, 
were  determined  to  prosecute  the  business,  and  made 
preparations  effectually  to  carry  it  into  execution. 

It  appears,  that  some   of  the  Watcrtown  people  came 
this  year  to  Connecticut,  and   erected  a  few  huts  at  Py-  ^ 
quag,  now  Weathersfield,  in  which  a  small  number  of  men 
made  a  shift  to  winter.t 

While^the  colonists  were  thus  prosecuting  the  hw^iness  ^>^y  ^s 
of  settlement,  in  New-England,  the  right  honoui*able  James,  ^^^' 
Marquis  of  Hamilton,  obtained  a  grant  from  the  council  of 
Plymouth,  April  2Qth,  1635,  of  all  that  tract  of  country 
which  lies  between  Connecticut  river  and  Narragansct  riv- 
er and  harbour,  and  from  the  mouths  of  e^ch  of  said  rivers 
northward  sixty  miles  into  the  counti*y.  However,  by 
reason  of  its  interference  with  the  grant  to  the  lord  Say 
and  Seal,  lord  Brook,  &c.  or  for  some  other  reason,  the 
deed  was  never  executed.  The  Marquis  made  no  settle- 
ment upon  the  land  and  the  claim  became  obsolete. 

The  next  May,  the  Newtown  people,  determining  to  set- 
tle at  Connecticut,  renewed  their  supplication  to  the  genci 

*  Winlhrop*8  Journal,  p.  70. 

t  This  is  the  tradition,  and  the  R^v.  Mr.  Meeks  of  Weathersfield  in  hl^ 
ipaniucriptA  fdjri,  \Veatbifrnfieldi9  the  oldest  towA  on  the  river. 
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Book  !•  ral  court,  and  obtained  liberty  to  remove  to  any  place 
v^^^v'^^/ which  they  should  choose,  with  this  pi-oviso,  that  they 
1635.    should  continue  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Massachu- 
setts.} 
)^f  Ht^-^'^  "-  A  number  of  Mr.  Warham's  people  came  this  summer 

into  Connecticuf,  anij  nTade  preparations  to  bring  their 
femilies,  and  make  a  permanent  settlement  on  the  river. 
The  Watertown  people  gradually  removed,  and  prosecut- 
ed their  settlement  at  Weathersfield.  At  the  same  time, 
the  planters  at  Newtown  began  to  make  preparations  for 
removing  to  Hartford  the  nexi  spring. 

Meanwhile,  twenty  men  arrived  m  Massachusetts,  sent 
over  by  Sir  Richard  Saltonstall,  to  take  possession  of  a 
great  quantity  of  land  in  Connecticut,  and  to  make  settle- 
ments under  ttie  patent  of  loixl  Say  and  Seal,  with  whom  * 
he  was  a  principal  associate.  The  vessel  |n  which  they 
came  over,  on  her  return  to  England,  in  the  fall,  was  cas^ 
away  on  the  isle  Sable.t 
Auput.  As  the  Dorchester  men  had  now  set  down  at  Connecti- 
cut, near  the  Plymouth  trading  house,  governor  Bradford 
wrote  to  them,  complaining  of  their  conduct,  as  injurious 
to  the  people  of  Plymouth,  who  had  made  a  fair  purchase 
of  the  Indians,  and  taken  a  prior  possession.^ 

The  Dutch  also,  alarmed  by  the  settlements  making  in 
Connecticut,  wrote  to  Holland  for  instructions  and  aid,  to 
drive  the  Endish  from  their  settlements  upon  the  river.t 
The  people  at  Connecticut  having  made  such  prepara-* 
pctljMi  tions  as  were  judged  necessary  to  effect  a  permanent  set- 
tb#|i|Hip    tlement,  began  to  remove  their  families  and  property.     Qn 
tars  <^^«  the  fifteenth  of  October,  about  sixty  men,  women,  and  chil- 
move  their  ^^'^"9  ^ith  their  horses,  cattle,  and  swine,  commenced  their 
faflMbes  to  journey  from  the  Massachusetts,   through  the  wilderness, 
Cooiiepti-  to  Connecticut  river.    After  a  tedious  and  difficult  jour- 
.  *  ney,  through  swamps  and  rivers,  over  mountains  and  rough 

ground,   which  were  passed  with  great  difficulty  and  la* 
tigue,  they  arrived  safely  at  the  places  of  their  respective 
destination.     They  were  so  long  on  their  journey,  and  so 
much  time  and  pains  were  spent  in  passing  the  river,  and 
in  getting  over  their  catde,  that,  after  all  their  exertions^ 
winter  came  upon  them  before  they  were  prepared.     This 
was  an  occasion  of  great  distress  and  damage  to  the  plan- 
tations. 
£^  w^*       Nearly  at  the  same  time,  Mr.  John  Winthrop,   son  of 
throplr"   •gp^^J'^^or  Winthrop,  of  Massachusetts,  arrived  at  Boston, 
iive«  at     ^ith  a  commission   from   lorU  Say  and  Seal,  lord  Brook, 

BwtoQ.  J  Wiottrop^i  Journal,  p.  82.      f  "Winfbrop'i  Journal,  p.  83  and  89. 

^  Wiathrop*t  Joitfaal,  p.  86.  t  The  tame,  p.  86. 
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and  other  noblemen  and  gentlemen  interested  in  the  Con-  Book  I. 
necticut  paienty  to  erect  a  fort  at  the  mouth  of  Connecticut  v.^^n/'^^ 
river*     Their  lordships  sent  over  men,  ordnance,  ammuni-    1635. 
tion,  and  2000  pounds  sterling,  for  the  accomplishment  of 

their  design*! 

Af  r.  Winthrop  was  directed,  by  his  commission,  immedi-  Hit  com. 
ately  on  his  arrival,  to  repair  to  Connecticut,  with  fifty  able  oumIoo* 
men,  and  to  erect  the  fortifications,  and  to  build  houses  for 
the  garrison,  and  for  gentlemen  who  might  come  over  into 
Connecticut.  They  were  first  to  buiicl  houses  for  their 
then  present  accommodation,  and  after  that,  such  as  should 
be  suitable  for  the  reception  of  men  of  quality*  The  lat- 
ter were  to  be  erected  within  the  fort*  It  was  required 
that  the  planters,  at  the  beginning,  should  settle  themselves 
near  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  set  down  in  bodies,  that 
they  might  be  in  a  situation  for  entrenching  and  defending 
themselves.  The  commission  made  pi-ovision  for  the  rc- 
bervation  pf  a  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  acres  of  good 
land,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  fort,  as  nearly  adjoining 
to  it  as  might  be  with  convenience** 

Mr.  Winthrop,  having  intelliecnce  that  the  Dutch  were  ^^ 

^     .   r  '  Al  .1      Txi  Nov.  (>th, 

prepanng  to  take  possession  of  the  mouth  of  the  rivor,  as  ^^  ^v in- 
soon  as  he  could  engage  twenty  men,  and  furnish  them  thn*p  din- 
with  provisions,  dispatched  them  in  a  small  vessel,  of  about  pa*<^hcd  % 
thirty  tons,  to  prevent  their  getting  the  command  of  the  ^^^^g^^. 
river,  and  to  accomplish  the  service  to  which  he  had  been  cut 
appointed. 

But  a  few  days  after  the  party,  sent  by  Mr.  Winthrop, 
arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  a  Dutch  vessel  appeared 
off  the  harbor,  from  New-Netherlands,  sent  on  purpose  to 
take  possession  of  the  entrance  of  the  river,  and  to  erect  Dutch  not 
fortifications.     The  English  had,  by  this  time,  mounted  two  suffered  to 
pieces  of  cannon,   and  prevented  their  landing.!     Thus,  ^^^' 
providentially,  was  this  fine  tract  of  country  preserved  for 
our  venerable  ancestors,  and  their  posterity. 

Mr.  Winthrop  was  appointed  governor  of  the  river  Con- 
necticut, and  the  parts  adjacent,  for  the  term  of  one  year. 
He  erected  a  fort,  built  houses,  and  made  a  settlement,  ac- 
cording to  his  instructions.  One  David  Gardiner,  an  ex- 
pert engineer^  assisted  in  the  work,  planned  the  fortifica- 
tions, and  was  appointed  lieutenant  of  the  fort. 

Mr.  Davenport  and  others,  who  afterwards  setdcd  New- 
Haven,  were  active  in  this  affair,  and  hired  Gardiner,  in  be- 
half of  their  Iqrdships,  to  come  into  New-England,  and  as- 
sist in  this  business.! 

t  WinthropH  Jounal,  p.  88.         •  Appendix,  No.  11. 
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Book  !•  As  the  settlement  of  the  three  towns  on  Connecticut  river 
^,^^^/-^^/  was  begun  before  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Winthrop,  and  the  de- 
1635.  ^^S"  ^^  ^^'i*  lordships  to  make  plantations  upon  it  was 
Agnemeat  known,  it  Was  agreea,  that  the  settlers  on  the  river  should 
vBtpectiBflf  either  remove,  upon  full  satisfaction  made,  by  their  lord- 
^I^J^^  ships,  or  else  sufficient  room  should  be  found  for  them  and 
BactMt^^  their  companies  at  some  other  place.! 

The  winter  set  in  this  year  much  sooner  than  usual,  and 
the  weather  was  stormy  and  severe.  By  the  15th  of  No- 
irember,  Connecticut  river  was  frozen  over,  and  the  snow 
was  so  deep,  and  the  season  so  tempestuous,  that  a  con- 
siderable number  of  the  catde,  which  had  been  driven  oa 
from  the  Massachusetts,  could  not  be  brought  across  the 
river«  The  people  had  so  little  time  to  prepare  their  huts 
and  houses,  and  to  erect  sheds  and  shelters  for  their  cattle, 
that  the  sufferings  of  man  and  beast  were  extreme.  Indeed, 
the  hardships  and  distresses  of  the  first  planters  of  Con- 
necticut scarcely  admit  of  a  description.  To  carry  much 
provision  or  furniture  through  a  pathless  wilderness,  was 
impracticable.  Their  principal  provisions  and  household 
furniture  were,  therefore,  put  on  board  several  small  ves- 
sels, which,  by  reason  of  delays  and  the  tempestuousness 
of  the  season,  were  either  cast  away  or  did  not  arrive. 
Several  vessels  were  wrecked  on  the  coasts  of  New-Eng- 
land, by  the  violence  of  the  storms.  Two  shallops  laden 
with  goods,  from  Boston  to  Connecticut,  in  October,  were 
cast  away  on  Brown^s  island,  near  the  Gurnet^s  hose ;  and 
Voreni-  the  men,  with  every  thing  on  board,  were  lost.|  A  vessel, 
^f*  with  six  of  the  Connecticut  people  on  board,  which  sailed 

from  the  river  for  Boston,  early  in  November,  was,  about 
the  middle  of  the  month,  cast  away  in  Manamet  bay.     The 
men  got  on  shore,  and,  after  wandering  ten  days  in  deep 
snow  and  a  severe  season,  without  meeting  with  any  hu- 
man  being,  arrived,  nearly  spent  with  cold  and  fatigue,  at 
New-Plymouth. 
Famine  in      By  the  last  of  November,  or  beginning  of  December, 
^^iK^**'  provisions  generally  failed  in  the  settlements  on  the  river, 
I6tb.         ^^^  famine  and  death  looked  the  inhabitants  sternly  in  the 
Arrired  in  face.     Some  of  them,  driven  by  hunger,  attempted  their 
Matta-      way,  in  this  severe  season,  through  the  wilderness,  from 
fte^£'    Connecticut  to  Massachusetts.     Of  thirteen,  in  one  com- 
pany, who  made  this  attempt,  one,  in  passing  the  rivers, 
fell  through  the  ice,  and  was  drowned.     The  other  twelve 
were  ten  days  on  their  journey,  and  would  all  have  perishr 
ed,  had  it  not  been  for  the  assistance  of  the  Indians. 
Indeed,  such  was  the  distress  in  general  that,  by  the  3d 
i  Winthrop^a  Journal,  p^  88.  %  Thaa«|^,  p*  87. 
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and  4th  of  December,  a  considerable  part  of  the  new  set-  Book  L 
tiers  were  obliged  to  abandon  their  habitations.    Seventy  v^^v^^/ 
persons,  men,  women,  and  children,  were  necessitated,  in    1635. 
the  extremity  of  winter,  to  go  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  I>ecember 
river,  to  meet  their  provisions,  as  the  only  expedient  to  ^  ^  ^^'' 
preserve  their  lives.     Not  meeting  with  the  vessek  which 
they  expected,  they  all  went  on  b6ard  the  Rebecca,  a  ves- 
sel of  about  60  tons*     This,  two  days  before,  was  frozen 
jn  twenty  miles  up  tfie  river ;  but  by  the  falling  of  a  small 
rain  and  the  influence  of  the  tide,  the  ice  became  so  broken 
and  was  so  far  removed,  that  she  made  a  shift  to  get  out* 
She  ran,  however,  upon  the  bar,  and  the  people  were  forced  Dec.  lOth. 
to  unlade  her,  to  set  her  off.     She  was  reiaden,  and,  in 
five  davs,  reached  Boston.     Had  it  not  been  for  these  pro- 
vidential circumstances,  the  people  must  have  perished 
with  famine* 

The  people  who  kept  their  stations  on  the  river  suffer-  The  set- 
cd  in  an  extreme  degree.     After  all  the  help  they  were ***"  •*^, 
able  to  obtain,  by  hunting,  and  from  the  Indians,  they  were  CTains. 
obliged  to  subsist  on  acorns,  malt  and  grains.* 

Numbers  of  the  catde,  which  could  not  be  got  over  the 
river  before  winter,  lived  through  without  any  thing  but 
what  they  found  in  the  woods  and  meadows.  They  win- 
tered as  well,  or  better,  than  those  which  were  brought 
over,  and  for  which  all  the  provision  was  made,  and  pams 
taken,  of  which  the  owners  were  capable*  However,  a 
great  number  of  cattle  perished.  The  Dorfchester,  or  Wind-  Lots  m 
sor  people  lost,  in  this  single  article,  about  two  hundred  cftttto* 
pounds  sterlings  Their  other  losses  were  very  consider- 
able. 

It  is  difficult  to  describe,  or  even  to  conceive,  the  appre- 
hensions and  distresses  of  a  people,  in  the  circumstances 
of  our  venerable  ancestors,  during  this  doleful  winter.  All 
the  horrors  of  a  dreary  wilderness  spread  themselves 
around  them.-  They  were  encompassed  with  numerous, 
fierce  and  cruel  tribes  of  wild  and  savage  men,  who  could 
have  swallowed  up  parents  and  children,  at  pleasure,  in 
their  feeble  and  distressed  condition.  They  had  neither 
bread  for  themselves,  nor  children ;  neither  habitations  nor 
clothing  convenient  for  them.  Whatever  emergency  might 
happen,  they  were  cut  off,  both  by  land  and  water,  from 
any  succour  or  retreat.  What  self-denial,  firmness,  and 
magnanimity  are  necessary  for  such  enterprises !  How  dis- 
tressful, in  the  beginning,  was  the  condition  of  those  now 
fair  and  opulent  towns  on  Connecticut  river ! 

For  a  few  years  after  the  settlements  on  the  river  com- 

*  WiQtfarop>s  JoufMl,  p.  90>  91,  to  9d. 
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Book  I.  menced,  they  bore  the  same  name  with  the  towns  in  tha 
Hi^^v^/  Massachusetts,  whence  the  first  settlers  came. 
1636.        The  Connecticut  planters,  at  first  settled  under  the  gen- 
eral government  of  tne  Massachusetts,  but  they  held  courts 
of  t&ir  own,  which  consisted  of  two  principal  men  from 
each  town ;   and,  on  great  and  extraordinary  occasions, 
these  were  joined  with  committees,  as  they  were  called, 
consisting  of  three  men  from  each  town.     These  courts  had 
power  to  transact  all  the  common  affairs  of  the  colony,  and 
with  their  committees,  had  the  power  of  making  war  and 
peace,  and  treaties  of  alliance  and  friendship  witn  the  na« 
tives  within  the  colony. 
f*int  court     The  first  court  in  Connecticut,  was  holden  at  Newtown, 

tkS! April  ^P"'  ^^^'  ^^^^-     It  consisted  of  Roger  Ludlow,  Esq. 
96,  Mr.  John  Steel,  Mr.  William  Swain,  Mr.  William  Phelps, 

Mr.   William  Westwood,  and  Mr.  Andrew  Ward.      Mr. 
Ludlow  hud  been  one  of  the  magistrates  of  Massachusetts 
in  1630,  and  in  1631   had  been  chosen  lieutenant-governor 
of  that  colony.     At  this  court  it  was  ordered,  that  the  in* 
habitants  should  not  sell  arms  nor  aiknmunition  to  the  ln» 
dians.     Various  other  affairs  were  also  transacted  relative 
to  the  good  order,  settlement,  and  defence  of  these  infainl 
toitns.* 
I^eoplere-      Several  of  the  principal  gentlemen  interested  in  the  set- 
*w  ^^       tlement  of  Connecticut,  Mr.  John   Haynes,  who  at  this 
tiements*    '™^  ^^^  governor  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Henry  Wolcott, 
Mr.  Wells,  the  ministers  of  the  churches,  and  others  had  not 
yet  removed  into  the  colony.     As  soon  as  the  spring  ad- 
vanced, and  the  travelling  would  admit,  the  hardy  men  be- 
gan to  return  from  the  Massachusetts,  to  their  habitations 
on  the  river.     No  sooner  were  buds,  leaves  and  grass  so 
grown,  that  cattle  could  live  in  the  woods,  and  obstruc- 
tions removed  from  the  river,  so  that  vessels  could  go  up 
with  provisions  and  furniture,  than  the  people  began  to  re- 
turn in  large  companies,  to  Connecticut.     Many,  who  had 
not  removed  the  last  year,  prepared,  with  all  convenient 
dispatch,  for  a  journey  to  the  new  setdements  upon  the, 
river. 
Mr.  Hook-     About  the  beginiring  of  June,  Mr.  Hooker,  Mr.  Stone, 
«r  removes  and  about  a  hundred  men,  women  and  children,  took  their 
to  Conoec- departure   from   Cambridge,   and  travelled  more  than  a 
June/'^      hundred  miles,  through  a  hideous  and  trackless  wilderness^ 
to  Hartford.     They  nad  no  guide  but  their  compass ;  made 
their  way  over  mountains,  tbroueh  swamps,  thickets,  and 
rivers,  which  were  not  passable  but  with  great  diflSculty. 
They  had  no  cover  but  the  heavens,  nor  any  lodgings  but 

^  Records  of  Connecticut. 
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those  ifrhich  simple  nature  afforded  them.     They  drove  Book  L 
with  them  a  hundred  and  sixty  head  of  cattle,  and  by  the  \^^\r^^^ 
way,  subsisted  on  the  milk  of  their  tows.     Mrs.  Hooker    1636. 
Was  borne  through  the  wilderness  upon  a  litter.     The  peo*: 
pie  generally  ca^ied  their  packs,'  arms,  and  someutenstUi 
They  were  nearly  a  fortnignt  on  their  journey. 

This  adventure  was  the  more  remarkable,'  as  many  of 
this  company  were  persons  of  figure,  who  had  lived,  ia 
England,  in  honor,  affluence  and  delicacy,  and  were  entir0 
strangers  to  fatigue  and  danger. 

The  famioas  Mr.  Thomas  Shepard,  who,  with  his  peo- 
ple, came  into  New*England  the  last  summer,  succeeded 
Mr.  Ho6ker  at  Cambridge.  The  people  of  his  congrega* 
tion  purchased  the  lands  which  Mr.  Hooker  and  his  com- 
pany had  previously  possessed. 

The  removal  of  Dorchester  people  to  Windsor  is  said  to  Mr.  Mav- 
bave  been  disagreeable  to  their  ministers,  but,  as  their  ^nck  died 
^  whole  church  aind  congregation  removed,  it  wa3  necessary  ^*'^*'^-' 
that  they  should  go  with  them.     However,  Mr.  Maverick 
died  in  March,  before  preparations  were  made  for  his  re* 
moval.     He  expired  in  the  60tb  year  of  his  age.     He  was 
characterized  as  a  man  of  great  meekness,  and  as  labori- 
ous and  faithful  in  promoting  the  welfare  both  of  the 
church  and  commonwealth. 

Mr.  Warham  removed  to  Windsor  in  September,  but  he 
did  not  judge  it  expedient  to  bring  his  family  until  better 
accommodations  could  be  made  for  their  reception.  Soon 
after  the  removal  of  Mr.  Warham  from  Dorchester,  a  new 
church  was  gathered  in  that  town,  and  Mr.  Mather  was  or- 
dained their  pastor; 

Mr.  Phillips,  pastor  of  the  church  at  Watertown,  did 

not  remove  to  Weathersfield.     Whether  it  was  against  his 

inclination,  or  whether  the  people  did  not  invite  him,  does 

not  appear.     They  chose  Mr.  Henir  Smith  for  their  min- 

'  ister,  who  came  from  England  in  omce. 

The  colony  of  New-Plymouth  professed  themselves  to  pijmoiith 
be  greatly  aggrieved  at  the  conduct  of  the  Dorchester  peo-  people 
pie,  in  settling  on  the  lands,  where  they  had  made  a  pur-  ^fS^* 
chase,  and  where  they  had  defended  themselves  and  that    ' 
part  of  the  country  against  the  Dutch.     They  represented 
that  it  had  been  a  hard  matter  that  the  Dutch  and  Indians 
had  given  them  so  much  trouble  as  they  had  done,  but  that 
it  was  still  more  grievous  to  be  supplanted  by  their  profess- 
ed friends.     Mr.  Winslow  of  Plymouth,  made  a  journey  to 
Boston,  in  the  spring,   before  governor  Haynes  and  some 
other  principal  characters  removed  to  Connecticut,  with  a 
view  to  obtain  compensation  for  the  injury  done  to  the 
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Book  !•  Plymouth  men,  who  had  built  the  trading  house  upon  the 
s-^-v'"^/ river.     The  Plymouth  people  demanded  a  sixteenth  part 
1636.    of  the  lands  and  100  pounds  as  a  compensation  ;  but  the 
Dorchester  people  would  not  comply  With  their  demands.* 
There  however  appeared  to  be  so  much  justice,  in  making 
them  some  compensation,  for  the  purchase  they  had  made, 
and  the  good  services  which  they  had  done,  that  some  time 
after,  the  freehohlers  of  Windsor  gave  them  fifty  pounds, 
forty  acres  of  meadow,  and  a  large  tract  of  upland  for  their 
satisfaction.! 
?^' 7th        ^^  ^  court  holdcn  at  Dorchester,  it  was  ordered,  that  eve- 
ry town  should  keep  a  watch,  and  be  well  supplied  with 
ammunition-     The  constables  were  directed  to  warn  the 
watches  in  their  turns,  and  to  make  it  their  care  that  they 
should  be  kept  according  to  the  direction  of  the   court. 
They  also  were  required  to  take  care,  that  the  inhabitants 
were  well  furnished  with  arms  arid  ammunition,  and  kept 
in  a  constant  state  of  defence.     As  these  infant  settlements 
were  filled  and  surrounded  with  numerous  savages,   the 
people  conceived  themselves  in  danger  when  they  lay  down 
and  when  they  rose  up,  when  they  went  out  ana  when 
they  came  in«     Their  circumstances  were  such,  that  it  was 
judged  necessary  for  every  man  to  be  a  soldier. 
September     At  a  third  court,  therefore,  holden  at  Watertown,  sin  or- 
^•^  der  was  given,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  towns 

should  train  onte  a  month,  atid  the  officers  were  authorized 
to  train  those  who  appeared  very  unskilful  more  frequent- 
ly, as  circumstances  should  require.     The  courts  were  hoU 
den  at  eSch  town  by  rotation,  according  to  its  turn. 
^PjJ*?"  A  5ettleitient  was  made,  this  year,  at  Springfield,  by  Mr. 

^g^j  **  '    Pyncheon  and  his  company  from  Roxbury.     This  for  a- 
bout  two  ye^rs  was  united  in  government  with  the  towns 
in  Connecticut.     In  November,  Mr.  Pyncheon  for  the  first 
time  appears  among  the  members  of  the  court. 
Govern-         All  the  powers  of  government,  for  nearly  three  years, 
meot  at     seem  to  have  been  in  the  magistrates,  of  whom  two  were 
appointed  in  each  town.     These  gave  all  orders,  and  di* 
rected  all  the  affairs  of  the  plantation.     The  freemen  ap- 
pear to  have  had  no  voice  in  making  the  laws,  or  in  any 
part  of  the  government,  except  in  some  instances  of  gene- 
ral and  uncommon  concern.     In  these  instances,  commit- 
tees were  sent  from  the  several  towns.     Juries  were  em- 
ployed injury  cases,  from  the  first  settlement  of  the  colony. 
This  was  a  summer  and  year  of  great  and  various  la- 

♦  Wiiitbrop'a  Journal,  p.  96. 

t  Qovenor  Wolcott's  manuscripts  compared  with  governor  WinthropH 
jourual. 
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bors,  demanding  the  utmost  exertion  and  diligence.     Ma-  Book  T. 
ny  of  the  piantei*s  had  to  remove  themselves  and   effects  s-^-v^*^ 
from  a  distant  colony^     At  the  same  time,  it  was  absolute-    1G36. 
ly  necessary,  that  they  should  turn  the  wilderness  into  gar-  Labors  of 
dens  and  fields,  that  they  should  plant  and  cultivate  the  *^  ^^^^* 
earth,  and  obtain  some  tolerable  harvest,  unless  they  would 
again  experience  the  distresses  and  losses  of  the  preceding   . 
year.     These  were  too  great,  and  too  fresh  in  their  memo- 
ries, not  to  rouse  all  their  exertion  and  forethought.     It 
was  necessary  to  erect  and  fortify  their  houses,  and  to 
make  better  preparations  for  the  feeding  and  covering  of 
their  cattle.     It  was  of  equal  importance  to  the  planters, 
not  only  to  make  roads  for  their  particular  convenience, 
but  from  town  to  town  -,  that,  on  any  emergency,  they 
flight  fly  immediately  to  each  other's  relief.     It  was  with 
great  difficulty  that  these  purposes  could  be  at  first  ac- 
complished.    The  planters  had  not  been  accustomed  to 
felling  the  groves,  to  clearing  and  cultivating  new  lands. 
They  were  strangers  in  the  country,  and  knew  not  what 
kinds  of  grain  would  be  most  congenial  with  the  soil,  and 

Eroduce  the  greatest  profits,  nor  had  they  any  experience 
ow  the  ground  must  be  cultivated,  that  it  might  yield  a 
plentiful  crop.  They  had  few  oxen,  or  instruments  fot* 
husbandry.  Every  thing  was  to  be  prepared,  or  brought 
from  a  ereat  distance,  and  procured  at  a  dear  rate.  Be- 
sides all  these  labors  and  difficulties,  much  time  was  taken 
up  in  constant  watchings,  trainings,  and  preparations  for 
the  defence  of  themselves  and  children.  The  Pequots  had, 
already,  murdered  a  number  of  the  English ;  some  of  the 
Indians,  in  Connecticut,  were  their  allies;  and  they  had 
maintained  a  great  influence  over  them  all.  They  were  a 
treacherous  and  designing  people  \  so  that  there  could  be 
no  safety,  but  in  a  constant  preparation  for  any  emergency. 
Some  of  the  priqcipal  characters,  who  undertook  thia 
great  work  of  settling  Connecticut,  and  were  the  civil  andp^tiiersor 
religious  &thers  of  the  colony,  were  Mr.  Haynes,  Mr.  Lud-  Connecti- 
low,  Mr.  Hooker,  Mr.  Warham,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Wells,  ^^^' 
Mr.  Willis,  Mr.  Whiting,  Mr.  Wolcott,  Mr.  Phelps,  Mr. 
Webster,  and  captain  Mason.  These,  were  of  the  first 
class  of  settlers,  and  all,  except  the  ministers,  were  chosen 
magistrates  or  governors  of  the  colony.  Mr.  Swain,  Mr. 
Talcott,  Mr.  Steel,  Mr.  Mitchell,  and  others,  were  capital 
men.  Mr.  John  Haynes,  Mr.  Hooker,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr. 
Stone,  Mr.  George  Wyllys,  Mr.  Wells,  Mr.  Whiting,  Mr. 
Thomas  Webster,  apa  Mr.  John  Talcott,  were  all  of  Hart- 
ford. Mr.  Ludlowj  Mr.  Henry  Wolcott,  Mr.  Warham, 
Mr.  William  Phelps,  and  captain  John  Mason,'were  some 
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Book  I.  of  the  principal  planters  of  Windsor.     Mr.  William  Swain, 
s^^v"*^/  Mr.  Thurston   Rayner,  Mr.  Henry  Smith,  Mr.  Andrew 
1636,    Ward,  Mr.  Mitchell,  and  Mr.  John  Deming,  were  some  of 
the  chief  men,/ who  settled  the  town  of  Weathersfield. 
These  were  the  civil  and  religious  fathers  of  the  colony. 
They  foriped  its  free  and  happy  constitution,  were  its  leg- 
.  islators,  and  some  of  the  chief  pillars  of  the  church  and 
commonwealth.     They,  with  many  others  of  the  same  ex- 
cellent character,  employed  their  abilities  and  their  estates 
for  the  prosperity  of  the  colony. 

While  the  three  pl|ntations  on  the  river  were  making 
the  utmost  exertions  for  a  permanent  settlement,  Mr.  Win* 
throp  was  no  les3  active,  in  erecting  fortifications  and  con- 
venient buildings  at  its  entrance.  Though  he  had,  the  last 
year,  sent  on  one  company  after  another,  yet  the  season 
was  so  far  advanced,  and  the  winter  set  in  so  early,  and 
with  such  severity,  that  little  more  could  be  done  than  just 
to  keep  the  station.  When  the  spring  advanced,  the  works 
yrece,  therefore,  pressed  on  with  engagediiess.  Mr.  Win- 
throp  ^nd  his  people  were  induceo^  not  only  in  faithful- 
ness to  their  trust,  but  from  fears  of  a  visi(  from  the  Dutch, 
and  from  t|ie  3tate  of  that  warlike  people,  the  Pequots  in 
the  vicinity,  to  hasten  and  complete  them,  with  the  utmost 
dispatch.  A  good  fort  was  erected,  and  a  number  of  hou- 
ses were  built.  Some  cattle  were  bi;ought  from  the  Massa- 
chusetts, for  the  use  of  the  garrison^  Small  parcels  of 
ground  were  improved,  and  preparations  made  for  a  com- 
fortable subsistence,  and  good  defence. 

There  were,  at  the  close  of  thi?  year,  about  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men  in  the  three  towns  on  the"  river,  and 
there  were  twenty  men  in,  the  garrison,  at  the  entrance  of 
it,  under  the  Command  of  lieutenant  Gardiner,  The  whole 
consisted,  probably,  of  about  eight  hundred  persons,  or  of 
J'     ^  .a  hundred  and  sixty  or  seventy  lilies. 
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Chap.  V.  CONNECTICUT- 


CHAPTER  V.  1636. 

The  var  with  the  Pequots.  The  origin  pf  it.  The  mwrder 
pf  captains  Stone  and  Norton  ;  of  Mr.  Oldham  and  oth- 
ers*  Mr.  EndicoVe  expedition  against  them.  The  Pt* 
quots  kill  a  number  of  the  garrison  ^t  the  mouth  of  the 
river  J  and  besiege  the  fort.  Captain  Mason  is  sent  down 
from  Connecticut  with  a  reinforcement.  The  enemy  make 
a  descent  on  Weathersfield ;  torture  and  mock  the  En- 
glish. The  court  at  Connecticut  declares  war  against 
themf  Ogptain  Mason  takes  Mistic  fort.  Sassacus  des^ 
troys  Aw  royal  fortress^  and  flees  to  the  westward.  A 
second  expedition  is  undertaken  against  the  Pequots  con^ 
jointly^  by  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut.  T/ie  great 
swamp  fight.  The  Pequots  subdued.  Sassacus^  flyi^ 
to  the  ^ohawksy  was  beheaded.  The  captivated  and  sur^ 
viving  PequotSy  after  the  loar,  were  given  to  the  Mohea* 
gansj  and  ^arragansets^  and  their  natne  extinguished^ 

THE  Indians  in  general,  were  ever  iealpus  of  the  Eng- 
lish, from  the  first  settlement  of  New-England,  and 
wished  to  drive  them  from  the  country.     Various  circum- 
stances however,  combined  to  frustrate  their  designs.  The  . 
English,  on  their  first  setdement  at  New-Plymouth,  enter- 
ed mto  such  friendly  treaties  with  some  of  the  principal 
tribes,  and  conducted  themselves  with  such  justice,  pru* 
dence  and  magnanimity  towards  them  and  thie  Indians  in 
general,  as  had  the  most  happy  influence  to  preserve  the 
peace  of  the  country.     The  animosities  of  the  Indians 
amcmg  themselves,  and  their  implacable  hatred  of  each  oth- 
er, with  their  various  separate  mter^sts,  contributed  to  the 
same  purpose.  -  Some  of  them  wished  for  the  friendsbij^      \ 
and  neighbourhood  of  the  English,  to  guard  them  from  on^ 
enemy,  and  others  of  them  to  protect  them  from  another. 
All  wished  for  the  benefit  of  their  trade ;  and  it  is  proba- 
ble, that  they  had  no  apffrehepsions,  at  first,  that  a  handfu^ 
of  people  would  ever  overrun,  and  fill  the  country.    It  W|ni^^ 
therefore   nearly  sixteen  years  before  they  commenced'' 
open  hostilities  ufii^n  their  English  neighbours.      But  no 
sooner  had  they  begun  to  trade  and  make  settlements  at 
Connecticut,  than  that  great,  spirited,  and  warlike  nation, 
the  Pequots,  began  to  murder  and  plimder  them,  and  to  ^^^^^  ^ 
tiround  and  kill  their  cattle.  captains 

In  1634,  a  number  of  Indians,  who  were  not  native  Pe-  stooe  and 
.wots,  but  ia  confederacji;  .with  them,  mucdtt^d  captain  ^^^^^ 
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Boor  I.  Stone  and  captain  Norton,  with  their  whole  crew,  con- 

v^^s^-^w/  sistine  of  eight  men  :  they  then  plundered  and  sunk  the 

IG34,    vessel.     Captain  Stone  was  from  St,  Christopher's^  in  the 

West-Indies,  and  came  into  Connecticut  river,  with  a  view 

of  trading  at  the  Dutch  house.     After  he  had  entered  the 

river,  he  engaged  a  number  of  Indians  to  pilot  two  of  his 

men  up  the  river,  to  the  Dutch  :  but  night  coming  on,  they 

went  to  sleep,,  and  were  both  murdered  by  their  Indiaa 

guides*     The  vessel,  at  night,  was  laid  up  to  the  shore^ 

Twelve  of  those  Indians,  who  had  several  times  before 

been  trading  with  the  captain,  apparently  in  an  amicable 

•    /ttaoaeri  were  on  board.      Watching  their  opportunity, 

'    *  when  he  was  asleep,  and  several  of  the  crew  on.  shore, 

31\^n  ^^y  mardered  him  secretly  in  his  cabin,  and  cast  a  cov- 

i^^'^  ering  over  him,  to  conceal  it  from  his  men :  they  then  fell 

upon  them,  and  soon  killed  the  whole  company,  except 
captain  Norton.  He  had  taken  the  cook  room,  and  for  a 
long  time  made  a  most  brave  and  resolute  defence.  That 
be  mi^ht  load  and  fire  with  the  greatest  expedition,  he  had 
placed  powder  in  an  open  vessel,  just  at  band,  which,  in 
the  hurry  of  the  action,  took  fire,  and  so  burned  and  Mind- 
ed him,  that  he  could  make  no  further  resistance.  Thus, 
after  all  his  gallantry,  he  fell  with  his;hapless  companions. 
Part  of  the  plunder  was  received  by  the  Pequots,  and 
another  part  by  the  eastern  Nchanticks.  Sassacus  and 
Nini^et,  the  sachems  of  those  Indians,  were  both  privy  to 
the  aflfair,  and  shared  in  the  eoods  and  articles  taken  from 
the  vessel.  It  was  supposedthat  the  Indians  had  pre-con- 
certed this  massacre.* 

The  November  following,  the  Pequots  sent  a  messenger 
Tbe  Pc-     to  Boston,  to  desire  peace  with  the  English.     He  made  an 
^u  de-    Qfler  q{  a  great  quantity  of  beaver  skins  and  wampumpeag, 
mn  peace.  ^^  persuade  the  governor  to  enter  into  a  league  with  them. 
The  governor  answered  the  messenger,  that  the  Pequots 
must  send  men  of  greater  quality  than  he  was ;  and  that  he 
would  then  treat  with  them.     The  Pequots  then  sent  two 
messengers  to  the  governor,  carrying  a  present,  and  ear- 
nestly soliciting  peace.     The  governor  assured  them,  that 
tbe  English  were  willing  to  be  at  peace  with  them ;  but  in- 
'  sisted,  that,  as  thcv  had  murdered  captain  Stone  and  his 
men,   they  must  deliver  up  the  murderers,  and  make  full 
compensation.     The  messengers  pretended,  that  captaia 
Stone  had  .used  the  Indians  ill,  ana  provoked  them  to  kill 
him :  that  their  sachem,  who  was  concerned  in  the  afiair, 
had  been  killed  by  the  Dutch,  and  that  the  Indians  who 
perpetrated  the  muixler,  were  all  dead  but  two  :   and  that, 
*Maion*i  hiftorj,  md  Habbard*!  Damtife. 
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if  they  were  guilty,  they  would  desire  their  sachem  to  de-  Book  I. 
liver  them  up  to  justice.    They  offered  to  concede  all  their  v-^-n^^^/ 
Tight  at  Connecticut  rivtr,  if  the  English  should  desire  to    1635. 
settle  there  ;  and  engaged  to  assist  them  as  far  as  was  in  Treaty 
their   power,   in   making  their  settlements.      They  also  ^^^^  *Jjf 
promised  that  they  would  eive  the   English  four  hundred   ^^^ 
fathoms  of  wampum,  forty  beaver,  and  thirty  otter  skins. 
After  long  and  mature  deliberation,   the  governor  and  his 
council  entered  into  a  treaty  with  them,  on  the  conditions 
which  they  had  propose^'.     The  English  were  to  send  a 
vessel  with  cloths,  to  trade  with  them  fairly,  as  with  friends 
and  allies.* 

The  reasons  of  their  so  earnestly  soliciting  peace,  at  this       \ 
time,  were,  that  the  Narragansels  were  making  war  furi*  -> 

ously  upon  them ;  and  the  Dutch,  to  revenge  the  injuries  "^ 

done  them,  had  killed  one  of  their  sachems,  with  several  of 
their  men,  and  captivated  a  number  more.  They  wished 
not,  at  this  critical  time,  to  increase  the  number  of  their 
enemies.     They  artfully  suggested  to  their  new  allies,  the 

Sovemor  and  council  of  Massachusetts,  their  desire,  that 
ley  would  be  mediators  between  them  and  the  Narragan- 
sets.  They  also  intimated  their  willingness,  that  part  of 
the  present  which  they  were  to  send,  might  be  given  to 
them,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  reconciliation.  Such 
was  the  pride  and  stoutness  of  their  spirits,  and  so  much 
did  they  stand  upon  a  point  of  honour,  that  though  they 
wished  for  peace  with  their  enemy,  yet  they  would  not  di- 
recdy  offer  any  thing  for  that  purpose.  This  treaty  was 
signed  by  the  parties,  but  hostages  were  not  taken  to  se- 
cure the  performance  of  the  articles,  and  the  Pequots  never 
performed  one  of  them.  Whatever  their  designs  were  at 
that  time,  they  afterwards  became  more  and  more  mis- 
chievous, hostile  and  bloody. 

The  next  year,  John  Oldham,  who  had  been  fairly  tra- 
ding at  Connecticut,  was  murdered  near  Block  Island.  He 
had  with  him  only  two  boys  and  two  Narraganset  Indians. 
These  were  taken  and  carried  off.  One  John  Gallup,  as  . 
he  was  going  from  Connecticut  to  Boston,  discovered  Mr. 
Oldham's  vessel  full  of  Indians,  and  he  saw  a  canoe,  hav- 
ing Indians  on  board,  gb  from  her,  laden  with  goods.  Sus- 
pecting that  they  had  murdered  Mn  Oldham,  he  hailed 
them,  but  received  no  answer.  Gallup  was  a  bold  man, 
and  though  he  had  with  him  but  one  man  and  two  boys,  he 
immediately  bore  down  upon  them,  and  lired  duck  shot  so 
thick  among  them,  that  ne  soon  cleared  the  deck.     The 

•  Winthrop'i  Journal,  p.  75,  compared  with  Hubbard's  narrative,  p.  15,  . 
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Boor  I.  Indians  all  got  under  the  hatches.  He  then  stood  off,  and 
v^-N/^^^  running  down  upon  her  quarter  with  a  brisk  gale,  nearly 
1636.  overset  her;  and  so  frightened  the  Indians,  that  six  of 
fhem  leaped  into  the  sea,  and  were  drowned,  ne  then 
steered  off  ajgain,  and  running  down  upon  her  a  second 
time,  bor^d  nef  with  his  anchor,  and  raked  her  fore  and  aft 
with  hrs  %hoU  But  the  Indians  kept  themselves  so  close, 
that  he  got  loose  from  her ;  and  running  down  a  third  time 
upon  the  vessel,  he  gave  her  sticfar  a  shock,  that  five  more 
leaped  overboard,  and  perished,  ^as  the  form'er  had  done. 
He  then  boarded  the  vessel,  and  took  two  of  the  Indians, 
fend  bound  them.  Two  or  three  others,  armed  with  swords,' 
in  a  little  rOom  below,  could  not  be  driven  from  their  re- 
treat. Mr.  Oldham's  corpse  was  found  on  board;'  the  head 
split,  and  the  boidy  mangled  in  a  barbarous  manner.  He 
was  a  Dorchester  man,  one  of  Mr.  Wairham's  congregation* 
In  these  circumstances,  Gallup,  fearing  that  the  Indians 
whom  he  had  taken  might  get  lo6se,  especially  if  they  were 
kept  together,  an(J  having  no  place  where  he  could  keep 
them  apart,  tbr(?\^  one  of  them  overboard.  Gallup  and  his 
company  then,  as  decently  as  circumstances  would  permit,' 
put  the  corpse  into  the  sea.  They  stripped  the  vessel,  and 
took  her  rigging,  and  the  goods  which  had  not  been  carri- 
ed off,  on  board  their  own.  She  was  then  taken-  in  tow, 
with  a  view  to  carry  her  in ;  but  the  night  coming  on,  and 
the  wind  risings  Gallup  was  obliged  to  let  her  go  adrift,* 
and  she  was  lost.  The  Indians  who  perpetrated  the  mur- 
der were  principally  the  Block-Islanders,  with  a  number 
of  the  Narragansets,  to  whom  these  Indians,  at  this  time, 
were  subject.  Several  of  the  Narragansct  sachems  were 
in  the  plot,  and  it  was  supposed  that  the  Indians  whom  Old- 
ham had  with  hinr,  were  in  the  conspiracy.  Several  of  the 
murderers  fled  to  the  Pequots,  and  were  protected  by  themv 
They  were,  therefore,  considered  as  abettors  of  the  mur- 
der. 
Mr.  Eiidi-  The  governor  and  council  of  Massachusetts,  therefore, 
*^^d  u^^'  the  next  year,  dispatched  captain  Endicott,  with  ninety 
volunteers,  to  avenge  these  murders,  unless  the  Indians 
should  deliver  up  the  murderers,  and  make  reparation  for 
the  injuries  which  they  had  done.  The  Narraganset  sa- 
chems sent  home  Mr.  Oldham's  two  boys,  and  made  such 
satisfaction,  and  gave  duch  assurances  of  their  good  con- 
duct, for  the  future,  as  the  English  accepted ;  but  the  other 
Indians  made  no  compensation.  Captain  Endicott  was, 
therefore,  instructed  to  proceed  to  Block-Island,  put  the 
men  to  the  sword,  and  take  possession  of  the  island.  The 
women  and  children  were  to  be  spared.     Thence  he  was 
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ko  ^il  to  the  PeqUot  country,  and  demand  of  the  Pequots  Book  L 
the  murderers  of  captains  Stone  and  Norton,  and  of  the  \^'>r\^ 
other  Englishmen  who  were  of  their  company.  He  was  i^a^. 
also  to  demand  a  thousand  fathoms  of  wampum  for  dama^ 
ges,  and  a  number  of  their  children  for  hostages,  until  the 
murderers  should  be  delivered,  and  satisfaction  made.  If 
Ihey  refused  to  comply  with  these  terms,  he  was  directed 
to  take  it  by  force  of  arms.  He  had  under  him  captains 
John  Underbill  and  Nathaniel  Turner.  They  saileclfrom 
Boston  on  the  25th  of  August.  When  he  arrived  at  Block-  Aug.jtt. 
Island^  forty  or  fifty  tndians  appeared  on  the  shore,  and 
opposed  his  landing ;  but  his  men  soon  landed,  and,  after  a 
little  skirmishing,  the  Indians  fled  to  the  woods.  The  In- 
dians secreted  tnemselves  in  swamps,  thickets,  and  fast- 
nesses, where  they  could  not  be  found.  There  were  two 
plantations  on  the  island,  containing  about  sixty  wigwams, 
some  of  which  were  very  large  and  fair.  The  Indians 
had,  also,  about  two  hundred  acres  of  corn.  After  the 
English  had  spent  two  days  on  the  island,  burning  the  wig- 
wams, destroying  their  corn,  and  staving  their  canoes,  they 
sailed  for  the  Pequot  country.  When  they  had  arrived  in 
Pequot  harbour,  captain  Endicott  acquainted  the  Pequots 
with  the  desien  of  his  coming,  demanded  satisfaction  for 
the  murders  ^\Htiich  they  had  committed  against  the  English, 
and  compensation  for  the  damages  whicn  they  had  done 
them.  In  a  few  hours,  nearly  three  hundred  of  the  Pe- 
quots collected  upon  the  shore ;  but  soon  after  they  were 
fully  informed  of  his  business,  they  began  to  withdraw  into 
the  woods,  and,  instead  of  treating,  answered  him  with 
their  arrows,  from  the  adjacent  rocks  and  fiastnesses.  He 
landed  his  men  on  both  sides  of  the  harbour,  burnt  their 
wigwams,  and  destroyed  their  canoes,  but  made  no  spirited 
attack  upon  them,  nor  pursuit  after  them.  As  their  corn 
was  standing,  no  pains  were  taken  for  its  destruction. 
They  killed  an  Indian  or  two,  and  then  returned  to  Boston. 
They  all  arrived  on  the  14th  of  September,  unharmed  ei-Sept.  14. 
ther  by  sickness  or  the  sword.*  Enough,  indeed,  had 
been  done  to  exasperate,  but  nothing  to  subdue  a  haughty 
and  warlike  enemy. 

Sassacus  and  his  captains  were  men  of  great  and  inde-  Views  and 
pendent  spirits ;  they  had  conquered  and  governed  the  na-  feeUngi  of 
tions  around  them  without  controul.  They  viewed  the  Eng-  ^aMacui. 
lish  as  strangers  and  mere  intruders,  who  had  no  right  to 
the  country,  nor  to  controul  its  original  proprietors,  inde- 
pendent princes  and  sovereigns.     They  had  inade  settle- 
ments in  Connecticut  without  their  consent,  and  bfQUfhft 

•  WiathropU  Joaroal,  p.  106, 108, 107. 
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Book  L  home  the  Indian  kings  whom  th^v  had  conquered,  aitd  re« 
v^^N^^w/  stored  to  them  their  authority  and  lands.     They  had  built 
1636.    a  fort,  and  Were  making  a  settlement,  without  their  appro- 
bation, in  their  very  neighbourhood.     Indeed,  they  had 
now  proceeded  to  attack  and  ravage  their  country.     They 
Were  now,  therefore,  all  kindled  into  resentment  and  rage ; 
they  determined  upon,  and  breathed  npthing  but  war  and 
revenge.     They  determined  to  extirpate,  or  drive  ail  the 
English  from  NeW-England. 
Policy  of       I*  or  this  purpose,  they  conceived  the  plan  of  uniting  the 
the  Pe-      Indians  generally  against  them.     They  spared  no  art  nor 
quou.        pains  to  make  peace  with  the  Narragansets,  and  to  engage 
them  in  the  war  against  the  English.     They  represented, 
that  the  English,  who  were  merely  foreigners,  were  ovei^ 
spreading  the  country,  and  depriving  the  original  inhabit- 
ants of  their  ancient  rights  and  possessions :  that,  unless 
effectual  measm*es  were  immediately  taken  to  prevent  it, 
they  would  soon  entirely  dispossess  the  original  proprie-^ 
tors,  and  become  the  lords  of  the  continent.     They  insist* 
ed,  that,  by  a  general  combination,  they  could  either  de- 
stroy, or  drive  them  from  the  country.     With  great  advan- 
tage did  they  represent  the  facility  with  which  it  might  be 
effected.     They  said  there  would  be  no  necessity  of  com- 
ing to  open  battles :  that,  by  killing  their  cattle,  firing 
their  houses,  laying  ambushes  on  the  roads,  in  the  fields, 
and  wherever  they  could  surjwise  and  destroy  them,   they 
might  accomplish  their  wishes.     They  represented,  that,  if 
the  English  should  effect  the  destruction  of  the  Pequots, 
Sava^  re-  thev  would  aLso  soon  destroy  the  Narragansets.     So  just 
veng:e  pre-and  politic  were  these  representations,  that  nothing  but 
v*iii«  un-    ^j^^^  thirst  for  revenge  which  inflames  the  savage  heart, 
could   have  resisted  their  influence.     Indeed,  it  is  said, 
that,  for  a  time,  the  Narragansets  hesitated. 

The  governor  of  Massachusetts,  to  prevent  an  union  be- 
tween tnese  savage  nations,   and  to  strengthen  the  peace 
between  the  Narraganset  Indians  and  the  colony,  sent  for 
Miantonimoh,  their  chief  sachem,  invitinjg  him  to  come  to 
Boston.     Upon  this.  Miantonimoh,  with  another  of  the 
Nan*aganset  sachems,  two  of  the  sons  of  Canonicus,  with 
a  number*  of  their  men,  went  to  Boston,  and  entered  into 
the  following  treaty- 
Treaty  That  there  should  be  a  firm  peace  between  thera  and  the 
wiUi  the     English,  and  their  posterity  :    That  neither  party  should 
Narragan-  make  peace  with  the  Pequots,  without  the  consent  of  the 
other :  That  they  should  not  harbor  the  Peqjuots,  and  that 
tbey  should  return  all  fugitive  servants,  and  deliver  over 
to  the  English,  or  put  to  death,  all  murderers.     The  En- 
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glish  were  to  give  them  notice,  when  they  went  out  against  Boor  I. 
the  Pequots,  and  they  were  to  furnish  them  wiih  guides,  v-^>s/%^ 
It  was  also  stipulated,  that  a  free  trade  should  be  maintain-    1636. 
cd  between  the  parties. 

Captain  Underhill  and  twenty  men,  appointed  to  rein-  p^q^ots 
force  the  garrison  at  Saybrook,  lying  wind  bound  off  Pe-  fight  in 

auot  harlK>r,  after  Mr.  Endicolt's  departure,  a  party  ofUieirowo 
lem  went  on  shore  to  plunder  the  Pequots,  and  oring  off^**^***^®* 
their  com.  After  they  had  plundered  a  short  time,  and 
brought  off  some  quantity  of  corn,  the  Pequots  attacked 
them,  and  they  fought  a  considerable  part  of  the  afternoon. 
At  length,  the  enemy  retired,  and  they  returned  to  their 
boats.  They  had  one  man  wounded,  and  imagined  they 
killed  and  wounded  several  of  the  Indians. 

About  the  beginning  of  October,  the  enemy,  concealing 
themselves  in  the  high  grasst  in  the  meadows,   surprised 
five  of  the  garrison  at  Saybrook,  as  they  were  carrying  Saqfmae 
home  their  hay.     One  Butterfield  was  taken  and  tortured  ^J^^^^ 
to  death.     The  rest  made  their  escape  ;  but  one  of  them  ^'   '  ^^ 
had  five  arrows  shot  into  him.     From  this  disaster,  the 
place  received  the  name  of  Butterfield's  meadow. 

Eieht  or  ten  days  after,  Joseph  Tilly,  a  master  of  a  small 
vessel,  was  captivated  by  the  enemy,  as  he  was  going 
down  Connecticut  river.     He  came  to  anchor  two  or  three  |-  ^^i^.^ 
miles  above  the  fort,  and  taking  a  canoe,  and  one  man  and  torti^a' 
with  him,  weni  a  fowling.     No  sooner  had  he  discharged  ^- 
his  piece,  than  a  large  number  of  Pequots,  arising  from 
their  concealment,  took  him,  and  killed  his  companion.' 
Tilly  was  a  man  of  gre^t  spirit  and  understanding,  and 
determined  to  show  himself  a  man.     The  Indians  used 
him  in  the  most  barbarous  manner,  first  cutting  off  his 
hands,  and  then  his  feet,  and  so  gradually  torturing  him  to 
death.     But  a€  all  their  cruelties  could  no(  effect  a  groan, 
they  pronounced  him  a  stout  man. 

The  enemy  now  kept  up  a  constant  watch  upon  the  riv- 
er, and  upon  the  people  at  Saybrook.  A  house  had  been 
erected,  about  two  miles  from  the  fort,  and  six  of  the  gar- 
rison were  sent  to  keep  it.  As  three  of  them  were  fowl- 
ing, at  a  small  distance  from  the  house,  they  were  sudden- 
ly attacked,  by  nearly  a  hundred  Pequots.  Two  of  them 
were  taken.  The  other  cut  his  way  through  them,  sword 
in  hand,  and  made  his  escape ;  but  he  was  wounded  with 
two  arrows.*  ti    r  ♦• 

Before  winter,  the  garrison  were  so  pressed  by  the  en-  Jj^p^^J 
-emy,  that  they  were  obliged  to  keep  almost  wholly  within  wiui  In- 

•  Hubbard*i  Namtiye,  Winthrop*«  Journal,  and  Maion'i  Oistory  of  th«j  ^*'*** 
Pei)uot  war. 
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Book  I.  the  reach  of  their  gqns.  The  Pequots  razed  all  the  out- 
v^-v^^w/  houses,  burnt  the  stacks  of  hay,  and  destroyed  almost  eve- 
1636.  ry  thing,  which  was  not  within  the  command  of  the  fcrt. 
The  cattle  which  belonged  to  the  garrison,  were  killed  and 
wounded*  Some  of  them  came  home,  with  the  arrows  of 
the  enemy  sticking  in  them.  Indeed,  the  fort  was  but  t* 
tie  better  than  in  a  state  of  siege,  a  great  part  of  the  win* 
ter.  The  enemy  so  encompassed  it  about,  and  watched 
all  the  motions  of  the  garrison,  that  it  was  dangerous,  at 
any  time,  to  go  out  of  the  reach  of  the  cannon. 

When  the  sprinjs  came  on,  they  became  still  more  mis- 
chievous and  troublesome.  They  kept  such  a  constant 
watch  upon  the  river,  that  men  could  not  pass  up  an(] 
down,  with  any  safety,  without  a  strong  guard.  They 
waylaid  the  roads  and  fields,  and  kept  Connecticut  in  £^ 
state  of  constant  fear  and  alarm. 

In  March,  lieutenant  Gardiner,  who  commanded  the  fort 
il*?\i    ^^  Saybrook,  going  out  with  ten  or  twelve  men,  to  burn  the 
killed  at^  marshes,  was  waylaid  by  a  narrow  neck  of  land,  and  as 
Saybrook.  $oon  a9  he  had  passed  the  narrow  part  of  the  neck,  the  en- 
emy rose  upon  him,  and  killed  three  of  his  men.     The 
rest  made  their  escape  to  the  fort ;  but  one  of  them  was; 
mortally  wounded,  so  that  he  died  the  next  day.     The 
lieutenant  did  not  escape  without  a  slight  wound.     The 
enemy  pursued  them  \n  great  numbers,  to  the  very  fort, 
and  compassed  it  on  all  sides.     They  challenged  tne  En- 
glish to  come  out  and  fight,  and  mocked  them,  in  the 
ffrqans,   pious  invocations,  and  dving  language  of  their 
mends,  whom  they  had  captivatecf,  when  they  were  tor- 
turing thepfi   to  death.     They  boasted.  That  they  could 
kill   English  men   '^  all  one  flies.^'    The  cannon  loaded 
with  grape  shot  were  fired  upon  them,  and  they  retired. 
Some  time  after,  the  enemy,  in  a  number  of  canoes,  be- 
^Ir^down'  ^^^  ^  shallop,  which  was  going  down  the  river,  with  three 
the  rivef.    men  on  board.     The  men  fought  bravely,  but  were  over- 
powered with  numbers.     The  enemy  shot  one  through  tb^s 
Lead  with  an  arrow,  and  he  fell  overboard ;  the  other  two 
were  taken.     The  Indians  ripped  them  up,  from  the  bot- 
tom of  their  bellies  to  their  throats,  and  cleft  them  down 
their  backs :  they  then  hung  them  up  by  their  necks  upon 
trees,  by  the  side  of  the  river,  that  as  the  Endish  passed 
by,  they  might  see  those  miserable  objects  of  their  ven<^ 
geance. 

The  Pequots  tortured  the  9aptives  to  death  in  the  most 
cruel  manner.  In  some,  they  cut  large  gashes  in  their 
flesh,  and  then  poured  embers  and  live  coals  into  the 
wounds.     When,  in  their  distress,  Uiey  groaned,  and  in  a 
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Siious  manner  committed  their  departing  spirits  to  their  Re-  Book  I« 
eemer,  these  barbarians  would  mock  and  insult  them  in  v^''n^>^ 
their  dying  agonies  and  prayers.  1637. 

On  the  21st  of  February,  the  court  met  at  Newtown,  and  Feb.  2i»t. 
letters  were  written  to  the  governor  of  Massachusetts,  rep-  ^^"[JoJd 
resenting  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  court  with  Mr.  Enai- 
cott's  expedition,  the  conseouences  of  which  had  been  sq 
distressful  to  Connecticut.  The  court  expressed  their  de- 
sires that  the  colony  of  Massachusetts  would  n^ore  effectu- 
ally prosecute  the  war  with  the  Pequots.*  It  was  also 
represented  to  be  the  design  of  Connecticut  to  send  a  force 
against  them.  • 

At  this  cquirt  it  was  decreed,  that  the  plantation  called 
Newtown,  should  be  named  Hartford ;  and  that  Water- 
town  should  be  called  Weathersfield.  It  was  soon  after 
decreed,  that  Dorchester  should  be  called  Windsor.  Hart- 
ford was  named  in  honor  to  Mr.  Stone,  who  was  born  at 
Hartford,  in  England. 

Captain  Mason  was  soon  after  dispatched  with  twenty  Marcb. 
men,  to  reinforce  the  garrison  at  Saybrook,  and  to  keep  the 
^emy  at  a  greater  distance.     After  his  arrival  at  the  fort, 
the  enemy  made  no  further  attacks  upon  it,  but  appeared  *■ 

very  much  to  withdraw  from  that  quarter. 

A  party  of  them  took  a  different  route,  and,  in  April, 
waylaid  the  people  at  Weathersfield,  as  they  were  going  ^   j, 
into  their  fields  to  labour,  and  killed  six  men  and  three  DamM^ftt 
women.     Two  maids  were  taken  captive  :   besides,  they  Weaihen i 
killed  twenty  cows,  and  did  pther  damages  to  the  inhabi-^^* 
tants. 

Soon  after  this,  captain  Undcirhill,  who  had  been  ap- 

Eointed,  in  the  fall  preceding,  to  keep  garrison  at  Say- 
rook,  was  sent  from  the  Massachusetts,  with  twenty  men, 
to  reinforce  the  garrison.  Upon  their  arrival  at  Say- 
brook,  captain  Mason  and  his  men  immediately  returned 
to  Hartford. 

The  afiairs  of  Connecticut,  at  this  time  wore  a  most  Gioomj 
gloomy  aspect.     They  had  sustained  great  losses  in  cattle  c^com- 
and  goods  in  the  preceding  years,  and  even  this  year  they  JhecXny- 
were  unfortunate  with  respect  to  their  cattle.      They  had 
no  hay  but  what  they  cut  from  the  spontanequs  produc- 
tions of  an  uncultivated  country.     To  make  good  English 
meadow,  was  a  work  of  time.     The  wild,  coarse  grass, 
which  the  people  cut,  was  often  mowed  too  late,  and  but 
|>oorly  made.     They  did  not  always  cut  a  sufficient  quan- 
tity, even  of  this  poor  hay.     They  had  no  corn,  or  proven- 
der, with  which  (hey  could  feed  them :   and.  amidst  the- 

*  Winthrop^s  joaraal,  p.  123. 


7«  HISTORY  OF  Chap.  V. 

Book  L  multiplicity  of  affairs,  which,  at  their  first  settlement,  dc« 
v^-N^-%^  manded  their  attention,  they  could  not  provide  such  shel- 
1637.  ters  for  them,  as  were  necessary  during  the  long  and  se^ 
vere  winters  of  this  northern  climate.  From  an  uniqn  of 
these  circumstances,  some  of  their  cattle  were  lost,  and 
those  which  lived  through  winter,  were  commonly  poor, 
and  many  of  the  cows  lost  their  young.  Notwithstanding 
all  the  exertions  the  people  had  made  the  preceding  sum- 
mer, they  had  not  been  able,  in  the  multiplicity  of  their  af- 
fairs, and  under  their  inconveniences,  to  raise  a  sufficiency 
of  provisions.  Their  provisions  were  not  only  very  coarse, 
but  very  dear,  and  scanty.  The  people  were  not  only  in- 
experienced in  the  husbandry  of  the  country,  but  they  had 
but  few  oxen  or  ploughs.*  They  performed  almost  the 
whole  culture  of  the  earth  with  their  hoes.  This  rendered 
it  both  exceedingly  slow  and  laborious. 

Every  article  bore  a  high  price.  Valuable  as  money 
was,  at  that  day,  a  good  cow  could  not  be  purchased  ud^ 
der  thirty  pounds  ;  a  pair  of  bulls  or  oxen  not  under  forty 
pounds.  A  mare  from  England  or  Flanders,  sold  at  thirty 
pounds ;  and  Indian  corn  at  about  five  shillings  a  bushel : 
*  labour,  and  other  articles  bofe  a  proportionable  price* 

^  In  addition  to  all  these  difficulties,  a  most  insidious  and 

dreadful  enemy  were  now  destroying  the  lives  and  proper^ 
ty  of  the  colonists,  attempting  to  raise  the  numerous  In- 
dian tribes  of  the  country  against  them,  and  threatened  the 
utter  ruin  of  the  whole  colony.  The  inhabitants  were  in  a 
feeble  state,  and  few  in  number.  They  wanted  all  their 
men  at  home,  to  prosecute  the  necessary  business  of  the 
plantations.  They  had  not  a  sufficiency  of  provisions  for 
themselves:  there  would  therefore  be  the  greatest  difficulty 
in  furnishing  a  small  army  with  provisions  abroad.  They 
could  neither  hunt,  fish,  nor  cultivate  their  fields,  nor  trav- 
el at  home,  or  abroad,  but  at  the  perilof  their  lives.  They 
were  obliged  to  keep  a  constant  watch  by  night  and  day.; 
to  go  armed  to  their  daily  labours,  and  to  the  public  wor- 
ship. They  were  obliged  to  keep  a  constant  watch  and 
guard  at  their  houses  of  worship,  on  the  Lord^s  day,  and 
at  other  seasons,  whenever  they  convened  for  the  public 
worship. .  They  lay  down  and  rose  up  in  fear  and  datiger. 
If  they  should  raise  a  party  of  men  and  send  them  tonsht 
the  enemy  on  their  own  ground,  it  would  render  the  settle- 
ments proportionably  weak  at  home,  in  case  of  an  assault 
from  the  enemy.     Every  thing  indeed  appeared  dark  and 

*  It  seems,  that  at  this  period  there  were  but  tlurtjr  ploughs  in  the  whol» 
colony  of  Massachusetts.  Winthrop^s  journal,  p.  114.  It  is  not  probabfe 
that  tltere  were  ten,  p^^jis  not  fire,  in  Connecticut. 
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tiireatening.    But  nothing  could  discourage  men,  who  had  Boor  L 
an  unshaken  confidence   in  the  divine  government,  and  ^^">^^^^ 
were  determined  to  sacrifice  every  other  consideration,  for    1637« 
the  enjoyment  of  the  uncorrupted  gospel,  and  the  propaga- 
tion of  religion  and  liberty  in  America. 

Iq  this  important  crisis,  a  court  was  summoned,  at  Hart-  Court 
ford,  on  Monday  the  1  st  of  May.  As  they  were  to  delib-  ^^^  ^■** 
crate  on  matters  in  which  the  lives  of  the  subjects  and  the 
very  existence  of  the  colony  were  concerned,  the  towns 
for  the  first  time,  sent  committees.  The  spirited  measures 
adopted  bv  this  court,  render  the  names  of  the  members 
worthy  of  perpetuation.  The  magistrates  were  Roger 
Ludlow,  Esq.  Mr.  Welles,  Mr.  Swain,  Mr.  Steel,  Mr. 
Phelps  and  Mr.  Ward.  The  committees  were  Mr.  Whit- 
ing, Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Hull,  Mr.  Chaplin, 
Mr.  Talcott,  Mr.  GefTords,  Mr.  Mitchel  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

The  court,  on  mature  deliberation,  considering  that  the  ^jJ^'qh 
Pequots  had  killed  nearlv  thirty  of  the  English  ;  tiiat  they  war  a- 
had  tortured  and  insulted  their  captives,  in  the  most  horri-  gainst  the 
hie  manner ;  that  they  were  attempting  to  engage  all  the  "^»»<>*«- 
Indians  to  unite  for  the  purpose  of  extirpating  me  English ; 
and  the  danger  the  whole  colony  was  in,  unless  some  capi- 
tal blow  could  be  immediately  given  their  enemies,  deter- 
mined, that  an  ofiensive  war  should  be  carried  on  against 
them,  by  the  three  towns  of  Windsor,  Hartford  and  Weath- 
ersfield.     They  voted,  that  90  men  should  be  raised  forth- 
with ;  42  from  Hartford,   30  from  Windsor,  and  1 6  from 
Weathersfield.     Notwithstanding  the  necessities  and  pov- 
erty of  the  people,  all  necessary  supplies  were  voted  for 
this  little  army.*     No  sooner  was  this  resolution  adopted, 
than  the  people  prosecuted  the  most  vigorous  measures,  to 
carry  it  into  immediate  and  effectual  execution. 

The  report  of  the  slaughter  and  horrid  cruelties  prac-  Ma?tfa- 
tised  by  the  Pequots,  against  the  people  of  Connecticut,  chusetts 
roused  the  other  colonies  to  harmonious  and  spirited  exer-  v>d  Plym- 
tions  against  the  common  enemy.     Massachusetts  deter- °oa»1»t** 
mined  to  send  200,  and  Plymouth  40  men,  to  assist  Con-  Coooecti- 
xiecticut  in  prosecuting  the  war.     Captain  Patrick  with  40  <^"** 
men  was  sent  forward,  before  the  other  troops,  from  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Plymouth,  could  be  ready  to  march,  with  a 
view,  that  he  might  seasonably  form  a  junction  with  the 
party  from  Connecticut. 

On  Wednesday,  the  10th  of  May,  the  troops  fi*om  Con-  May  loth, 
necticut  fell  down  the  rivejr,  for  the  fort  at  Saybrook.  They  ^„  ^^P' 
consisted  of  90  Englishmen  and  about  70  Moheagan  and  the  river 
river  Indians.    They  embarked  on  board  a  pink,  a  pin- 

*  Rer6rd«  of  Comccticnt. 
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Book  1.  nace  and  a  shallop.    The  Indians  were  commanded  hj 

v>*v^w^  Uncas,  sachem  of  the  Moheagans.     The  whole  was  com- 
16374    manded  by  captain  John  Mason,  who  had  been  bred  a  sol- 
dier in  the  old  countries.     The  Rev.  Mr.  Stone  of  Hart- 
ford went  their  chaplain.     On  Monday  the  1 5th,  the  troops 

Maj  15.  arrived  at  Saybroot  fort.  As  the  water  was  low,  this  lit- 
tle fleet  several  times  ran  aground.  The  Indians,  impa- 
tient of  delays,  desired  to  be  set  on  shore,  promipine  to 
join  the  English  at  Saybrook.  The  captain  therefore 
granted  their  request.     On  their  march,  they  fell  in  with 

Sttccpu  of  about  forty  of  the  enemy,  near  the  fort,  killed  seven  and 

tJncM.       took  one  prisoner. 

The  prisoner  had  been  a  perfidious  villain.     He  had  liv- 

llisbarba-  ^j  [^  jiJg  f^^  some  time  before,  and  could  speak  English 

ment  of  hil  ^^''^  ^"^  ^^^^^  ^^e  Pcquots  commenced  hostilities  against 
t>ri80Der.  the  English,  he  became  a  constant  spy  upon  the  garrison, 
and  acquainted  Sassacus  with  every  thing  he  could  dis-* 
cover.  He  had  been  present  at  the  slaughter  of  all  the 
English  who  had  been  killed  at  Saybrook.  Uncas  and  his 
men  insisted  upon  executing  him  according  to  the  manner 
oftheii  ancestors;  and  the  English,  in  the  circumstances 
in  which  they  then  were,  did  not  judge  it  prudent  to  inter- 

t)ose.     The   Indians,  kindling  a  large  fu^,  violently  tote 
lim  limb  from  limb.     Barbarously  cutting  his  flesh  in  pie- 
ces, they  handed  it  round  from  one  to  another,  eating  it, 
singing  and  dancing  round  the  fire^  in  their  violent  and  tu« 
muituous  manner.     The  bones  and  such  parts  of  their  cap- 
tive, as  were  not  consumed  in  this  dreadful  repast,  were 
committed  to  the  flames  and  burnt  to  ashes. 
lvi^on*and      ^^^^  success  was  matter  of  joy,   not  only  as  it  was  a 
his  couucii  check  upon  the  enemy,  but  as  it  was  an  evidence  of  the 
divided  in  fidelity  of  Uncas   and  his  Indians,  of  which  the  English 
opinion,     ijg^j  j^^.gjj  before  in  doubt.     There  were  other  circumstan- 
ces, however,  which  more  than  counterbalanced  this  joy. 
The  army   lay  wind  bound  until  Friday,  and  captain  Ma- 
son and  his  officers  were  entirely  divided  in  opinion,  with 
respect  to  the  manner  of  prosecuting  their  enterprise.  The 
court,  by  the  commission  and  instructions  which  it  had  giv- 
en, enjoined  the  landing  of  the  men  at  Pequot  harbour, 
and  that  from  thence  they  should  advance  upon  the  ene- 
my.    The  captain  was  for  passing  by  them,  and  sailing  to 
Debutes  in  the  Narniganset  country.     He  was  fixed  in  this   opinion, 
me  counci.  because  he  found  that,  expecting  the  army  at  Pequot  har- 
bour,  they  kept   watch   upon   the  river  night  and  day. 
Their  number  of  men  greatly  exceeded  his  :    He  was  in- 
formed, at  Saybrook,  that  they  had  sixteen  fire  arms,  with 
powder  and  shot.i^  The  harbour  was  compassed  with  rocks 
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dod  thickets,  affording  the  enemy  every  advantage.  They  Book  I. 
were  upon  the  land,  and  exceedingly  light  of  foot.  He  was  v,^-v-^/ 
therefore  of  the  opinion,  that  they  would  render  it  very  1637. 
difficult  and  dangerous  to  land,  and  that  he  might  sustain 
such  loss,  as  would  discourage  his  men  apd  frustrate  the 
desisQ  of  the  expedition.  If  they  should  make  good  their 
landing,  he  was  sure  that,  while  they  directed  their  march 
through  the  country,  to  the  enemy's  forts,  they  would  way- 
lay and  attack  them,  with  their  whole  force^  at  every  dim- 
cult  pass.  Beside,  if  they  should  find,  on  trial,  that  they 
were  not  able  to  defeat  the  English,  they  would  run  off  to 
swamps  and  fastnesses,  where  they  could  not  be  found ; 
and  they  should  not  be  able  to  effect  any  thing  capital  a- 
gainst  tnem.  He  was  not  without  hopes  that,  by  going  to 
Narraganset,  he  might  surprise  them.  There  was  alsa 
some  prospect,  that  the  Narragansets  would  join  him  in  the 
expedition,  and  that  he  might  fall  in  with  some  part  of  the 
troops  from  Massachusetts. 

His  officers  and  men  in  general  were  for  attending  their 
instructions,  and  going  at  all  hazards  directly  to  the  forts. 
The  necessity  of  their  affairs  at  home,  the  danger  of  the  In- 
dians attacking  their  families  and  settlements,  in  their  ab-  ^ 
sence,  made  them  vcish,  at  once  to  dispatch  the  business, 
on  which  they  had  been  sent.  They  did  not  relish  a  long 
inarch  thrqugh  the  wilderness.  They  also  imagined  that 
they  might  be  discovered,  even  should  they  determine  to 
inarch  from  Narra^nset  to  the  attack  of  the  enemy.  In 
this  division  of  opinion,  Mr.  Stone  was  desired  by  the  offi- 
cers most  importunately  to  pray  for  them.  That  their  way 
might  be  directed,  and  that,  notwithstanding  the  present 
emoarrassment,  the  enterprise  might  be  crowned  with  suc- 
cess. 

Mr.  Stone  spent  most  of  Thursday  night  in  prayer,  and  Mr.  Stone 
the  next  morning  visiting  captain  Mason,  assured  him,  thatP**!'* 
he  bad  done  as  he  was  desired  ;  adding,  that  he  was  en- 
tirely satisfied  with  his  plan.'  The  council  was  again  call- 
ed, and,  upon  a  full  view  of  all  the  reasons,  unanimously 
amed  to  proceed  to  Narraganset.  It  was  also  determin- 
ed, that  twenty  men  should  be  sent  back  to  Connecticut, 
to  strengthen  the  infant  settlements,  while  the  rest  of  the 
troops  were  employed  in  service  against  the  enemy ;  and, 
that  captain  Underbill,  with  nineteen  men  firom  the  garri- 
son at  Saybrook  fort,  should  supply  their  places. 

On  Friday,  May  19th,  the  captain  sfiiiled  for  Narragan-  Mayigib, 
set  bay,  and  arrived  on  Saturday  at  the  desired  port.    Qa  J^J^" 
Monday,  captain  Mason  and  captain  Underbill  march- njnst  the 
ed  with  a  guar^  to  the  plantatiga  of  Caoonictts,  ^tod  ac-  ffw^* 
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Book  L  quainted  him  with  the  design  of  their  comrins;.  A  messeri- 
v-^-v^^/  ger  was  immediately  dispatched  to  Miantonimoh,  the  chief 
1637«  sachem  of  the  Narriagansets,  to  acquaint  him  also  with  the 
expedition.  The  next  day  Miantonimoh  met  theaf,  with 
his  chief  counsellors  and  warriors,  consisting  of  about  30(> 
men.  Captain  Mason  certified  him,  that  the  occasion  of 
his  coming  with  arnled  men,  into  his  country,  was  to  a- 
venge  the  intolerable  injuries  which  the  Pequots,  his  as 
well  as  their  enemies,  had  done  the  English  :  and,  that  he 
desired  a  free  passage  to  the  Pcquot  forts.  After  a  solemn 
consultation  in  the  Indian  manner,  Miantonim6h  answered. 
That  he  highly  approved  of  the  expedition,  and  that  hcf 
would  send  men.  He  observed,  however,  that  the  English 
were  not  sufl&cient  in  numbei^  to  fight  with  the  enemy.  He 
said  the  Pequots  were  great  captains,  skilled  in  war,  and 
lather  slighted  the  English.  Captain  Mason  landed  his 
men,  and  marched  just  at  night  to  the  plantation  of  Canon- 
icus,  which  was  appointed  to  be  the  place  of  general  ren- 
dezvous. That  night  there  arrived  an  Indian  runner  in 
the  camp,  with  a  letter  from  captain  Patrick,  who  had  ar- 
rived with  his  party  at  Mr,  Williams'  plantation  in  Provi- 
»*  dence.     Captain  Patrick  signified  his  desire,  that  captain 

Mason  would  wait  until  he  could  join  him.  Upon  delibe^ 
ration  it  was  determined  not  to  wait,  though  a  junction  was 
greatly  desired*  The  men  had  already  been  detained 
much  longer  than  was  agreeable  to  their  wishes.  When 
they  had  absolutely  resolved  the  preceding  day  to  marcE 
The  next  morning,  the  Indians  insisted  that  they  were  but 
in  jest ;  that  Englishmen  talked  much,  but  would  not  fieht. 
It  was  therefore  feared,  that  any  delay  would  have  a  bad 
efiect  upon  them.  It  was  also  suspected  that,  if  they  did 
not  proceed  immediately,  they,  should  be  discovered,  as 
there  were  a  number  of  squaws  who  maintained  an  inter- 
course between  the  Pequot  and  Narraganset  Indians.  The 
army  therefore,  consisting  of  77  Englishmen,  60  Mohea- 
ganand  river  Indians,  and  about  !200 Narragansets,  march- 
Wodncf-  ^  ^^  Wednesday  morning,  and  that  day  reached  the  cas- 
da^Maj  tern  Nihantick,  about  eighteen  or  twenty  miles  from  the 
^^-  place  of  rendezvous  the  night  before.  This  was  a  frontier 
to  the  Pequots,  and  was  the  seat  of  one  of  the  Nanraganset 
sachems.  Here  the  army  halted,  at  the  close  of  the  day.^ 
But  the  sachem  and  his  Indians  conducted  themselves  in  a 
haughty  manner  toward  the  English,  and  would  not  suffer 
them  to  enter  within  their  fort.  Captain  Mason  therefore 
placed  a  strong  guard  round  the  fort ;  and  as  the  Indians 
would  not  suffer  hiat  to  enter  it,  he  determined  that  none  of 
them  should  come  out.  Knowing  the  perfidy  of  the  Indian^. 
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and  that  it  was  customary  among  them  to  suffer  the  near-  Book  T. 
est  relatives  of  their  ;^realest  enemies  to  reside  with  them,  N^'>y-^/ 
he  judged  ii  necessary,  to  prevent  their  discovering  him  to    1637. 
the  enemy. 

Id  the  morning,  a  considerable  number  of  Mianionimoh's  Thy^ay 
men  came  on  and  joined  the  English.     This  encouraged  25th. 
many  of  the  Nihanticks  also  to  join  them.     They  soon  for- 
med a  circle,   and  made  protestations,  how  gallantly  they 
would  fight,   and  what  numbers  they  would  kill.     When 
the  army  marched,  the  next  moi^ning,  the  captain  had  with 
him  nearly  600  Indians.     He  marched  twelve  miles,  to  the 
ford  in  Pawcatuck  river.     The  day  was  very  hot,  and  the 
men,  through  the  great  heat,  and  a  scarcity  of  provision, 
bezan  to  faint.     The  army,  therefore,  made  a  considerable 
halt,  and  refreshed  themselves.     Here  the  Narraganset  In- 
dians began  to  manifest  their  dread  of  the  Pequots,  and  to 
enquire  of  captain  Mason,  with  great  anxiety,  what  were 
his  real  designs.     He  assured  them,  that  it  was  his  design 
to  attack  the  Pequots  in  their  forts.     At  this,  they  appear- 
ed to  be  panic-struck,  and  filled  with  amazement.     Many 
of  them  drew  off,  and  returned  to  Narraganset.     The  ar- 
my marched  on  about  three  miles,  and  came  to  Indian  com 
fields  ;  and  the  captain,  imagining  that  he  drew  near  the 
enemy,  made  a  halt :  he  called  his  guides  and  council,  anc} 
demanded  of  the  Indians  how  far  it  was  to  the  forts.     They 
represented,  that  it  was  twelve  miles  to  Sassacus's  fort, 
and  that  both  forts  were  in  a  manner  impregnable.     We- 
quosh,  a  Pequot  captain  or  petty  sachem,  who  had  revolt- 
ed from  Sassacus  to  the  Narragansets,  was  the  principal 
guide,  and  he  proved  faithful.     He  gave  such  information, 
respecting  the  distance  of  the  forts  from  each  other,  and 
the  distance  which  they  were  then  at,  from  the  chief  sa-f 
chem's,  as  determined  him  and  his  officers  to  alter  the  re- 
solution which  they  had  before  adopted,  of  attacking  them 
both  at  once ;  and  to  make  a  united  attack  upon  that  at 
Mistic.     He  found  his  open  so  fatigued,  in  marching  through 
a  pathless  wilderness,  with  their  provisions,  arms,  and  am- 
munition, and  so  affected  with  the  heat,  that  this  resolution 
appeared  to  be  absolutely  necessary.     One  of  captain  Un- 
derhilPs  meE  became  lame,  at  the  same  time,  and  began 
to  foil.    The  army,  therefore,  proceeded  dirccdy  to  Mis- 
tic,  and  continuing  their  march,  came  to  a  small  swamp 
Ibetween  two  h^lls,  just  ^t  the  disappearing  of  the  day  light. 
The  officers,  supposing  that  they  were  now  near  the  fort, 
pitched  their  little  camp,  between  or  near  two  large  rocks, 
la  Groton,  since  called  Porter's  rocks.     The  men  were 
faint  and  weary,  and  though  the  rocks  were  their  plUowfl} 
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Boor  I.  their  rest  was  sweet*  The  guards  and  sentinels  were  con- 
v,^^v^^/  siderably  advanced,  in  the  front  of  (he  army,  and  heard 
1637.  the  enemy  sineing,  at  the  fort,  who  continued  their  rejoic- 
ings even  until  midnight.  They  had  seen  the  vessels  pass 
the  harbor,  some  days  before,  and  had  concluded,  that  the 
English  were  afraid,  and  had  not  courage  to  attack  thenw 
They  were,  therefore,  rejoicing,  singing,  dancing,  insulting 
them,  and  wearyiqg  themselves,  on  this  account. 

The  night  was  serene,  and,  towards  morning,  the  moon 
shone  clear.  The  important  crisis  was  now  come,  when 
the  very  existence  of  Connecticut,  under  providence,  was 
to  be  determined  by  the  sword,  in  a' single  action  ;  and  to 
be  decided  by  the  good  conduct  of  less  than  eighty  brave 
men.  The  Indians  who  remained,  were  now  sorely  dis- 
mayed, and  though,  at  first,  they  had  led  the  van,  and  boas- 
ted of  great  feats,  yet  were  now  all  fallen  back  in  the  rear. 
Attack  oD  About  two  hours  before  day,  the  men  were  roused  with 
Maj26th/ ^''  expedition,  and  briefly  commending  themselves  and 
their  cause  to  God,  advanced  immediately  towards  the 
fort.  After  a  march  of  about  two  miles,  they  came  to  the 
foot  of  a  large  hill,  where  a  fine  country  opened  before 
them.  The  captain,  supposing  that  the  foK  could  not  be 
far  distant,  sent  for  the  Indians  in  the  rear,  to  come  up. 
Uncas  and  Weauosh,  at  length,  appeared.  He  demanded 
of  them  where  the  fort  was.  They  answered,  on  the  top 
of  the  hill.  He  demanded  of  them  where  were  the  other 
Indians.  They  answered,  that  they  were  much  afraid. 
The  captain  sent  to  them  not  to  fly,  but  to  surround  the 
fort,  at  any  distance  they  pleased,  and  see  whether  En- 
glishmen would  fight.  The  dav  was  nearly  dawning,  and 
no  time  was  now  to  be  lost.  The  men  pressed  on,  m  two 
divisions,  captain  Mason  to  the  north-eastern,  and  captain 
Underhill  to  the  western  entrance.  As  the  object  which 
they  had  beet)  so  long  seeking,  came  into  view,  and  while 
they  reflected  they  were  to  fight  not  only  for  themselves, 
but  their  parents,  wives,  children,  and  the  whole  colony, 
the  martial  spirit  kindled  in  their  bosoms,  and  they  were 
wonderfully  animated  and  assisted.  As  captain  Mason  ad- 
vanced within  a  rod  or  two  of  the  fort,  a  aog  barked,  and 
an  Indian  roared  out,  Owanux !  Owanux !  That  is,  En- 
glishmen !  Englishmen !  The  troops  pressed  on,  and  at 
the  Indians  were  rallying,  poured  in  upon  them,  through 
the  pallisadoes,  a  general  oischarge  of  their  muskets,  and 
then  wheeling  off  to  the  principal  entrance,  entered  the 
fort  sword  in  hand.  Notwithstanding  the  suddenness  of 
the  attack,  the  blaze  and  thunder  of  their  arms,  the  enemy 
made  a  manly  and  desperate  resistance.    Capt^  Masoii 
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and  his  party,  drove  the  Indians  in  the  main  stroct  towards  Book  L 
the  west  part  of  the  fort,  where  some  bold  men,  who  had  s,.^-\^^^ 
forced  their  way,  met  them,  and  made  such  slaughter  1637. 
aiQOOg  them,  that  the  street  was  soon  clear  of  the  enemy. 
They  secreted  themselves  in  and  behind  their  wigwams, 
and  taking  advantage  of  every  covert,  maintained  an  ob- 
stinate defence.  The  captain  and  his  men  entered  the 
wiswams,  where  they  were  beset  with  many  Indians,  who 
took  every  advantage  to  shoot  them,  and  lay  hands  upon 
ihem,  so  that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  they  could 
defend  themselves  with  their  swords.  After  a  severe  con- 
flict, in  which  many  of  the  Indians  were  slain,  some  of  the 
English  killed,  ancl  others  sorely  wounded,  the  victory  still 
hung  in  suspense*  The  captain  finding  himself  much  ex- 
hausted, and  out  of  breath,  as  well  as  his  men,  by  the  ex- 
traordinary exertions  which  they  had  made ;  in  this  criti- 
cal state  of  the  action,  had  recourse  to  a  successful  expedi- 
ent. He  cries  out  to  his  men.  We  must  burn  them.  He, 
immediately  entering  a  wigwam,  took  fire,  and  put  it  into  FortbaniL 
the  mats,  with  which  the  wigwams  were  covered.  The  fire 
instantly  kindling,  spread  with  such  violence  that  all  the 
Indian  houses  were  soon  wrapped  in  one  general  flame. 
As  the  fire  increased,  the  English  retired  without  (he  fort, 
and  compassed  it  on  every  side.  Uncas  and  his  Indians, 
with  such  of  the  Narragansets  as  yet  remained,  took  cour- 
age, from  the  example  of  the  English,  and  formed  another 
circle  in  the  rear  of  them.  The  enemy  were  now  seized 
with  astonishment,  and  forced,  by  the  flames,  from  their 
lurking  places,  into  open  light,  became  a  fair  mark  for 
the  English  soldiers.  Some  climbed  the  pallisadoes,  and 
were  instantly  brought  down  by  the  fire  of  the  English  mus-r 
kets.  Others,  desperately  sallying  forth  from  their  burn- 
ing cells,  were  shot,  or  cut  in  pieces  with  the  sword.  Such 
terror  fell  upon  them,  that  they  would  run  back  from  the 
English,  into  the  very  flames.  Great  numbers  perished  in 
the  conflagration. 

The  greatness  and  violence  of  the  fire,  the  reflection  of 
the  light,  the  flashing  and  roar  of  the  arms,  the  shrieks  and 
yellings  of  the  men,  «women  and  children,  in  the  fort,  aod 
the  shoutings  of  the  Indians  without,  just  at  the  dawning  of 
the  morning,  exhibited  a  grand  and  awful  scene.     fnaSixhan- 
little  more  than  an  hour  this  whole  work  of  destruction  ^|][^,'^ 
uras  finished.     Seventy  wigwams  were  burnt,  and  five  orgtrojvd. 
six  hundred  Indians  perished,  either  by  the  sword,  or  in 
the  flames**    A  hundred  and  fifty  warriors  had  been  sent 

*  Captain  Mason,  in  his  history,  says  six  or  seven  hundred.  From  the 
wimber  of  Wigwams,  and  the  reinforcement,  the  probabilify  is,  that  about 
e|X  hundred  were  deitroyed. 
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Book  L  on,  the  evening  before,  who,  that  very  morning,  were  to 
v^-^^^^/  have  gone  forth  against  the  English.  Of  these,  aod  ail 
1 637.  who  belonged  to  the  fort,  seven  only  escaped,  and  seven 
were  made  prisoners.  It  had  been  previously  concluded 
not  to  burn  the  fort,  but  to  destroy  the  enemy,  and  take 
the  plunder ;  but  the  captain  afterwards  founa  it  the  only 
expedient  to  obtain  the  victory,  and  save  his  men.  Thus 
parents  and  children,  the  sannup  and  squaw,  the  old  man 
and  the  babe,  perished  in  promiscuous  ruin. 
Daneer  Though  the  victory  was  complete,  yet  the  army  were  in 
and  dis-  ereat  danger  and  distress.  The  men  had  been  exceeding- 
tress  of  the  ly  fatigued,  by  the  heat,  and  long  marches  through  rougn 
*""^*  and  difficult  places  ;  and  by  that  constant  watch  and  guard 
which  they  had  been  obliged  to  keep.  They  had  now  been 
greatly  exhausted,  by  the  sharpness  of  the  action,  and  the 
exertions  which  they  had  been  necessitated  to  make.  Their 
loss  was  very  considerable.  Two  men  were  killed,  and 
nearly  twenty  wounded.  This  was  more  than  on^  quar* 
ter  of  the  English.  Numbers  fainted  by  reason  of  fa- 
tigue, the  heat,  and  want  of  necessaries^  The  surgeon^ 
their  provisions,  and  the  articles  necessary  for  the  wound** 
ed,  were  on  board  the  vessels,  which  had  beer^  ordered  to 
3ail  from  the  Narraganset  bay,  the  night  before,  for  Pequot 
harbour ;  but  there  was  no  appearance  of  them  in  the 
sound.  They  were  sensible  that,  by  the  burning  of  the 
fort,  and  the  noise  of  war,  they  had  alarmed  the  country  ; 
and  therefore  were  inconstant  expectation  of  an  attack,  by 
a  fresh  and  numerous  enemy  from  the  other  fortress,  and 
from  every  qOartcr  whence  the  Pequots  might  be  coUecte<]« 
A  number  of  the  friendly  Tndians  had  been  wounded, 
and  they  were  so  distracted  with  fear,  that  it  was  difficult 
even  to  speak  with  their  guide  and  interpreter,  or  to  know 
any  thing  what  they  designed.  The  Endish  were  in  &n 
enemies  country,  and  entire  strangers  to  the  way  in  which 
they  must  return.  The  enemy  were  kr  more  numerous 
than  themselves,  and  enraged  to  the  highest  degree.  An- 
other circumstance  rendered  their  situation  still  more  dan- 
gerous, their  provisions  and  ammunition  were  nearly  ex- 
pended. Four  or  five  men  were  so  wounded  that  it  was 
necessary  to  carry  them,  and  they  were  also  obliged  to 
bear  nbout  twenty  fire  arms,  so  that  not  more  than  fortv 
men  could  be  spared  for  action.  * 

After  an  interval  of  about  an  hour,  while  the  officers 
were  in  consultation  what  course  they  should  take,  their 
vesfsels,  as  though  guided  by  the  hand  of  providence,  to 
serve  the  necessities  of  these  brave  men,  came  full  in 
yiow  \  and,  uqder  a  fair  gale^  were  steering  directly  into 
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the  harbour.    This,  in  the  situation  of  the  army  at  that  Book  I. 
lime,  was  a  most  joyful  sight.  s,^^v-w/ 

Immediately,  upon  the  discovery  of  the  vessels,  about    1637. 
three  hundred  Indians  came  on  from  the  other  fort.    Cap- 
tain Mason,  perceiving  their  approach,  led  out  a  chosen 
party  to  engage  them,  and  try  their  temper.      He  gave 
them  such  a  warm  reception,  as  soon  checked  and  put 
them  to  a  stand.      This  gave  him  great  encouragement, 
and  he  ordered  the  army  to  march  for  Pequot  harbour. 
The  enemy,  upon  this,  immediately  advanced  to  the  hill, 
where  the  fort  stood ;  and  viewing  the  destruction  which 
had  been  made,  stamped  and  lore  their  hair  from  their  '^^  *"®' 
heads.    After  a  short  pause,  and  blowing  themselves  up  to  ^^  tew  ^' 
the  highest  transport  of  passion,  they  leaped  down  the  hill  their  hair, 
difter  the  army,  in  the  most  violent  manner,  as  though  thev  Pursue  the 
were  about  to  run  over  the  English.     Captain  Underhill,  Engliih. 
who,  with  a  number  of  the  best  men,  was  ordered  to  de- 
fend the  rear,  soon  checked  the  eagerness  of  their  pursuit, 
and  taught  them  to  keep  at  a  more  respectful  distance. 
The  friendly  Indians  who  had  not  deserted,  now  kept  close 
to  the  English,  and  it  was  believed  that,  after  the  enemy 
came  on,   they  were  afraid  to  leave  them.      The  enemy 
pursued  the  army  nearly  six  miles,  sometimes  shooting  at 
a  distance,  from  behind  rocks  and  trees,  and   at  other 
times,  pressing  on  more  violently,  and  desperately  haz- 
arding themselves  in  the  open  field. 

That  the  English  might  all  be  enabled  to  fight,  captain 
Uason  soon  hired  the  Indians  to  carry  the  wounded  men 
and  their  arms.  The  English  killed  several  of  the  enemy 
while  they  pursued  them,  but  sustained  no  loss  themselves* 
When  they  killed  a  Pequot,  the  other  Indians  would  shout, 
run  and  fetch  his  head.  At  length,  the  enemy  finding  that 
they  could  make  no  impression  upon  the  army,  and  that 
wounds  and  death  attended  their  attempts,  gave  over  the 
pursuit. 

The  army  then  marched  to  the  harbor,  with  their  colors 
flying,  and  were  received  on  board  the  vessels,  with  great 
mutual  joy  and  congratulation. 

In  about  three  weeks  from  the  time  the  men  embarked 
at  Hartford,  they  returned  again  to  their  respective  habita- joj  in 
fions.    Ttey  were  received  with  the  greatest  exultation.  ConnecH- 
As  the  people  had  been  deeply  affectea  with  their  danger,  ^"** 
and  full  of  anxiety  for  their  fi'iends,  while  nearly  half  the 
effective  men  in  tlie  colony  were  in  service,  upon  so  haz- 
ardous an  enterprise^  so  sudden  a  change,  in  the  great  vic- 
tory obtained,  and  in  the  safe  return  of  so  many  of  their 
children  and  neighbors,  filled  them  with  exceeding  joy  and 


•* 


88  HISTORY  OF  Chaf.  V. 

Book  L  thankfulness.     Every  iamily,  and  every  worshipping  as- 
v^-N/"^^^  sembly,  spake  the  language  of  praise  and  thanksgiving. 

1637.        Several  circumstances  attending  this  enterprise,  were 
Remarka-  much  noticed  by  the  soldiers  themselves,  and  especially  by 
abiecir-     q\\  i\^q  pious  people*     It  was  considered  as  vjery  providen- 
cumstan-   ^j^j^  ^j^^^  ^^^  army  sboold  march  nearly  forty  miles,  and  a 
considerable  part  of*it  in  the  enemies  country,  and  not  be 
discovered  until  the  moment  they  were  ready  to  connnence 
the  attack.     It  was  judged  remarkable,  that  the  vessels 
should  come  into  the  harbour  at  the  very  hour  in  which 
they  were  most  needed*     The  life  of  captain  Mason  was 
very  signally  preserved.     As  he  entered  a  wigwam  for  fire 
to  burn  the  fort^  an  Indian  was  drawing  an  arrow  to  the 
very  head,  and  would  have  killed  him  instantly ;  but  Davis, 
one  of  his  sergeants,  cut  the  bow  string  with  his  cutlass, 
and  prevented  the  fatal  shot.*     Lieutenant  Bull  received 
an  arrow  into  a  hard  piece  of  cheese,  which  he  had  in  his 
clothes,  and  by  it  was  saved  harmless.  Two  soldiers,  John 
Dyer  and  Thomas  Stiles,  both  servants  of  one  man,,  were 
shot  in  the  knots  of  their  neckcloths,  and  by  thcor  preserved 
from  instant  death.! 
Gailaiitry       Few  enterprises  have  ever  been  achieved  with  more  per- 
and  good    sonal  bravery  or  good  conduct.     In  few  have  so  great  a 
"^**    proportion  of  the  effective  men  of  a  whole  colony,  state,  or 
nation  been  put  to  so  great  and  immediate  danger.    In  few, 
have  a  people  been  so  deeply  and  immediately  interested, 
as  the  whole  colony  of  Connecticut  was  in  this,  in  that  un- 
common crisis.     In  these  respects,  even  the  great  arma- 
ments and  battles  of  Europe  are,  comparatively,  of  little 
importance.  In  this,  under  the  divine  conduct,  by  seventy- 
seven  brave  men,  Connecticut  was  saved,  and  the  most 
warlike  and  terrible  Indian  nation  in  New-England,  defeat- 
ed and  ruined. 
FeqaoU         The  body  of  the  Pequots^  returning  from  the  pursuit  of 
J^*"*y      captain  Mason,  repaired  to  Sassacus,  at  the  royal  fortress, 
•nd'fl^.     ^^^  related  the  doleful  story  of  their  misfortune^.     They 
charged  them  all  to  his  haughtiness  and  misconduct,  ana 
threatened  him,  and  his,  with  immediate  destruction*     His 
friends  and  chief  counsellors  interceded  for  him ;  and,  at 
their  intreaty,  bis  men  spared  his  life.     Then,  upon  con* 
sultatioD,  they  concluded,  that  they  could  not,  witn  safel)|^('. 
remain  any  longer  in  the  country.     They  were,  indeed,  i9< 
panic  struck,  that,  burning  their  wigwams  and  destroying 
their  fort,  they  fled  and  scattered  into  various  parts  of  the 
country.     Sassacus,  Mononotto,  and  seventy  or  eighty  of 
their  chief  counsellors  and  warriors,  took  their  route  to* 
wards  Hudson's  river. 

*  Hnbbard'ft  Narrati?e.  i  Ma»on't  Histouy. 
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Just  before  captain  Mason  went  out  upon  the  expedition  Book  L 
against  the  Pequots,  the  Dutch  perfo'nned  a  very  neigh-  s-^^/-^y 
bourly  office  for  Connecticut.     The  two  maids,  who  £ad    1637. 
been  captivated  at  Weathcrsfield,  had,  through  the  human-  Capiiva- 
ity  and  mediation  of  Motionotto^s  sciuaw,  been  spared  from  ^ jjf^'^a 
death,  aid  kindly  tieated.     The  t)utch  governor,  receiv-  '^     °^*  * 
ing  intelligence  of  their  circumstances,  determined  .to  re- 
deem  them  at  any  rate^  and  dispatched  a  sloop  to  Pequot 
harbour  for  that  purpose.     Upon  its  arrival,  the  Dutch 
made  large  offers  for  their  redemption,  but  the  Pequots 
frould  not  accept  them.     Finally,  as  the  Dutch  had  a  num- 
ber of  Pequots  on  board,  whom  they  had  taken,  and  finding 
that  they  could  do  no  better,  they  offered  the  Pequots  six 
of  their  own  men  for  the  two  maids.*     These  they  accept- 
ed,  and   the  Dutch  delivered  the  young  women  at  Say- 
brook,  just  before  captain  Mas6n  and  his  party  arrived. 
Of  them  he  received  particular  information  respecting  the 
enemy. 

An  Indian  hmner,  dispatched  by  Mr.  Williams,  at  Provi- 
dence, soon  carried  the  news  of  the  success  of  Connecticut 
a^inst  the  Pequots,  to  the  governor  of  Massachusetts. 
The  governor  and  his  council,  judging  that  the  Pequots 
had  received  a  capital  blow,  sent  forward  but  a  hundred 
and  twenty  men.  These  were  commanded  by  Mr.  Stoueh- 
ton,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Boston,  was  sent  his 
Chaplain. 

This  party  arrived  at  Pequot  harbour  the  latter  part  of 
June.     By  the  assistance  of  the  Narraganset  Indians,  the  Jao*. 

Party  under  captain  Sto ughton  surrounded  a  large  body  of 
equots  in  a  swamp.  They  took  eighty  captives.  Thirty  Pequott 
were  men ;  the  rest  were  women  and  children.  The  men,  taken, 
except  two  sachems,  were  killed,  but  the  women  and  chil- 
dren were  saved.t  The  sachems  promised  to  conduct  the 
English  to  Sassacus,  and  for  that  purpose  were  spared  for 
ke  present. 

The  court  at  Connecticut  ordered  that  forty  men  should  J«m«*  *• 
be  raised  forthwith  for  the  further  prosecution  of  the  war 
against  the  Pequots,  to  be  commanded  by  captain  Mason. 
The  troops  from  Connecticut  made  a  junction  with  the 

Brty  under  the  command  of  captain  StoQghton,  at  Pequot. 
r.  Ludlow,  with  other  principal  gentlemen  from  Conncc- 
"ticut,  went  also  with  the  army,  to  advise  with  reajpect  to  the 
treasures  to  be  adopted  in  the  further  prosecution  of  the 
tirar.     Upon  general  consultation,    it  was  concluded  to 
pursue  the  Pequots,  who  had  fled  to  the  westward.     The 

« 

*  Wmthrop'a  Journal,  p.  1 28. 

t  Hubbard's  JNfarratiTe,  p.  34,  and  Wmtbrop^a  Jonmal,  p.  130, 13^. 
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Book  L  army  marched  immediately,  and  soon  discovered  the  pla- 
v^-N^-^  ces,  where  the  enemy  had  rendezvoused,  at  their  several 
1637.  removes.  As  these  were  not  far  distant  from  each  other, 
it  appeared  that  they  moved  slowly,  having  their  women 
and  children  with  them.  They  also  were  without  provis- 
ions, and  were  obliged  to  dig  for  clams,  and  to  range  the 
groves  for  such  articles  as  tney  afforded.  The  English 
found  some  scattering  Pequots,  as  they  scoured  the  coun- 
try, whom  they  captivated,  and  from  whom  they  obtain^- 
ed  intelligence  relative  to  the  Pequots  whom  they  were 
O  •  in  of  pursuing.  But  finding,  ihat  the  sachems,  whom  they  had 
fachem^a  spared,  would  give  them  no  information,  they  beheaded 
liead.  them,  on  their  march,  at  a  place  called  Menonkatuck^ 
since  Guilford;  from  which  circumstance,  the  spot  on 
which  the  execution  was  done,  bears  the  name  of  sachem's 
head  to  the  present  tim^.  In  three  days  they  arrived  at 
New-riaven  harbour.  The  vessels  sailed  along  the  shore 
while  the  troops  piarched  by  land.  At  New-Haven,  then 
called  Quinnipiack,  a  great  smoke,  at  a  small  distance,  wa^ 
discovered  in  the  woods.  The  officers  supposing,  that 
they  had  now  discovered  the  enemy,  ordered  the  army 
immediately  to  advance  upon  them  ;  but  were  soon  in- 
formed that  they  were  not  in  that  vicinity.  The  Connec- 
ticut Indians  had  kindled  the  fires  whence  the  smoke  arose. 
The  troops  soon  embarkpd  on  board  the  vessels*  After 
staying  several  days  at  New-Haven,  the  officers  received 
intelligence  from  a  Pequot,  whom  they  had  previously  sent 
to  moke  discovery,  that  the  enemy  were  at  a  considerable 
distance,  in  a  great  swamp,  to  the  westward.  Upon  this 
information^  the  army  marched  with  all  possible  dispatch 
to  a  great  swamp,  in  Fairfield,  where  were  eighty  or  a  hun- 
dred Pequot  warriors,  and  nearly  two  hundred  other  In- 
dians. The  swamp  was  such  a  thicket,  so  deep  and  bog- 
gy, that  it  was  difficult  to  enter  it,  or  make  any  move- 
Great  ment  without  sinking  in  the  mire.  Lieutenant  Davenport 
firhL*?  1  ^"^  others,  rushing  eagerly  into  it,  were  sorely  wounded, 
lito!  "^  and  several  were  soon  so  deep  in  the  mud,  thaf  they  could 
not  get  out  without  assistance.  The  enemy  pressed  them 
so  hard,  that  they  were  just  ready  to  seize  them  by^the 
hair  of  their  head.  A  number  of  brave  men  were  obliged 
to  rescue  them  sword  in  hand.  Some  of  the  Indians  were 
slain,  and  the  men  were  drawn  out  of  the  mire.  The 
swamp  waifc  surrounded,  and  after  a  considerable  skirmiali 
the  Indians  desired  a  parley.  As  the  officers  were  not  wil- 
ling to  make  a  promiscuous  destruction  of  men,  women  and 
children,  and  as  the  sachem  and  Indians  of  the  vicinity  had 
fled  into  the  swamp,  though  they  had  done  the  colonies  na 
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injury,  a  parley  was  granted.    Thomas  Stanton,  a  man  well  Book  I. 
acquainted  with  the  manners  and  language  of  the  Indians,  v..x-n^-v^ 
was  sent  to  treat  with  them.     He  was  authorized  to  otTcr    1637» 
life  to  ail  the  Indians  who  had  shed  no  English  blood. 
Upon  this  offer,  the  saqhem  of  the  place  came  out  to  the 
English,  and  one  company  of  old  men,   women  and  chil- 
dren  after  another,  to  the  number  of  about  two  hundred. 
The  sachem  of  the  place  declared  for  himself  and  his  In- 
dians, thatthey  h^d  neither  shed  the  blood  of  the  English 
nor  done  them  any  harm.     But  the  Pequot  warriors  had 
too  great  a  spirit  to  accept  of  the  offer  of  life,  declaring, 
that  they  would  fight  it  out.     They  shot  their  arrows  at 
Stanton,  and  pressed  so  hard  upon  him,  that  the  soldiers 
were  obliged  to  fly  to  his  rescue.*     The  fight  was  then  re- 
newed, the  soldiers  firing  upon  them  whenever  an  oppor- 
tunity presented.     But  by  reason  of  an  unhappy  division  DiviMon 
among   the  officers,  a  great  part  of  the  enemy  escaped,  a^^ng  ^« 
Some  were  for  forcing   the  swamp  immediately,  but  this  ^  ^"'' 
was  opposed,  as  too  dangerous.     Others  were  for  cutting 
it  down,  as  they  had  taken  many  hatchets,  with  which  they 
were  of  the  opinion  it  might  be  effected.     Some  other* 
were  for  making  a  pallisado  and  hedge  round  it,  but  neither 
of  these  measures  could  be  adopted.!     As  night  came  on, 
the  English  cut  through  a  narrow  part  of  it,  by  which  the 
circumference  was  greatly  lessened  ;  so  that  the  soldiers, 
9t  twelve  feet  distance  from  each  other,   were  able  com- 
pletely to  compass  the  enemy.     In  this  manner  they  en- 
closea  and  watched  them  until  it  was  nearly  morning.     A 
thick  fog  arose  just  before  day,  and  it  became  exceedingly 
dark.     At  this  juncture,  the  Indians  took  the  opportunity 
to  break  through  the  EViglish.     They  made  their  first  at- 
tempt upon  captain  Patrick's  quarters,   yelling  in   their 
hideous  manner  and  pressing  on  with  violence,  but   they 
were  several  times  driven  back.     As  the  noise  and  tumult 
of  war  increased,  captain  Mason  sent  a  party  to  assist  cap- 
tain Patrick.     Captain  Trask  also  marched  to  reinforce 
iiiiQ.    As  the  battle  greatly  increased,  the  siege  broke  up. 
Captain  Mason  marched  to  give  assistance  in  the  action. 
Advancing  to  the  turn  of  the  swamp,  he  found  that  the  ene- 
my were  pressing  out  upon  him ;  but  he  gave  them  so  warm 
a  r^eption,  that  they  were  soon  glad  to  retire.     Wikilf^  he 
was  expecting  that  they  would  make  another  attempt  up-       * 
on  him,  they  laced  about,  and  falling  violently  on  captam 
Patrick,  broke  through  his  quarters  and  fled.     These  were  Eie«j 
their  bravest  waixiors,  sixty  or  seventy  of  whom  made  •*^*P'' 
their  escape.     About  twenty  were  killed,  and  one  hundred  . 
*  Hubbard'f  Narrative,  p.  38.         t  Mmob^b  hiatorf. 
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Book  I*  and  eighty  were  taken  prisoners.    The  English  also  took 
v^-^^^^/  tiatchets,  wampum,  kettles,  travs  and  other  Indian  utensils, 
1637.        The  Pequot  women  and  children,  who  had  been  captir 
Captives    vati&d,  were  divided  among  the   troops.     Some  were  carf 
divided,     j-j^j  jq  Connecticut,  and  others  to  the  Massachusetts.    The 

Eeople  of  Massachusetts  sent  a  number  of  the  women  an4 
9y$  to  the  West-Indies,  and  sold  them  for  slaves.  It  was 
supposed  that  about  seven  hundred  Pequots  were  des- 
troyed. The  women  who  were  captivated,  reported,  that 
/thirteen  sachems  had  been  slain,  and  that  thirteen  yet  surr 
vived.  Among  the  latter  were  Sassacus  and  Mononotto, 
tlie  two  chief  sachems.  These  with  about  twenty  of  their 
best  fnen  fled  to  the  Mohawks.  They  carried  off  with  theni 
wapipum  to  the  amount  of  $00  pounds.*  The  Mohawks 
surprised  and  slew  them  all,  except  Mononotto.  They 
wounded  him,  but  he  made  his  escape.  The  scalp  of  Sas- 
sacus was  sent  to  Connecticut  in  the  fall,  and  Mr.  Ludlow 
and  several  other  gentlemen,  going  into  Massachusetts,  in 
September,  carried  a  lock  of  it  to  Boston,  as  a  rare  sight^ 
and  a  sure  demonstration  of  the  death  of  their  mortal  ene- 
my.t 
"  Sachem^s  Among  the  Pequot  captives  were  the  wife  and  childreii 
pMklreo.  ^f  Monpnotto.  She  was  particularly  noticed,  by  the  Eog- 
Ibh,  for  her  ^eat  modesty,  humanity  and  good  sense. 
She  made  i^  as  ner  only  request,  that  she  might  not  be  in- 
jured either  as  to  her  offspnng  or  peraonal  honor.  As  a  re- 
Siital  of  her  kindness  to  the  captivated  maids,  her  life  and 
e  lives  of  her  children  were  not  only  spared,  but  they 
t  were  particularly  recommended  to  the  care  of  governor 

IVinthrop.    He  gave  charge  for  their  protection  and  kind 
treatment^ 

After  the  swamp  fight,  the  Pequots  became  so  weak  and 
scattered,  that  the  Narragansets  and  Moheagans  constant- 
ly killed  them,  and  brougnt  in  their  heads  to  Windsor  and 
Hartford.  Those  who  survived  were  so  hunted  and  ha- 
rassed, that  a  number  of  their  chief  men  repaired  to  the 
English,  at  Hartford,  for  relief.  Thev  offered,  if  their 
lives  might  be  spared,  that  they  would  become  the  ser- 
vants of  the  English  and  be  disposed  of  at  their  pleasure* 
This  wa$  granted,  and  the  court  interposed  for  their  pro- 
K  tection. 

SlrSr*       Uncas  and  Miantonimoh,  with  the  Pequots,  by  the  di- 

>id  ^Sepu  ^^^^'^P  of  ^^  magistrates  of  Connecticut,  met  at  Hartford  ^ 

Itt^  ljS38.  stnd  it  was  demanded  by  them,  how  many  of  the  Pequots 

were  yet  living  ?  they  answered,  about  two  hundred,  be- 

*  AViDthrop^s  Jooroal,  p.  136« 

» Winthrv^'s  Jovm^  |j  13^  135,  W. 
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sides  woinen  and  children.  The  magistrates  then  entered  Book  L 
into  a  finn  covenant  with  them,  to  the  following  effect :  that  Vi^'v^s/ 
there  should  be  perpetual  peace  b^tWeen  Miantonimoh  1638. 
and  Uncas,  and  their  respective  Indians ;  and  that  all  past 
injuries  should  be  remitted,  and  for  ever  buried  :  that  if  any 
injuries  should  be  done,  in  future,  by  one  party  to  the 
other,  that  they  should  not  immediately  revenge  it,  but  ap* 
peal  to  the  English  to  do  them  justice.  It  was  stipulated, 
that  they  should  submit  to  their  determinaticfn,  and  that 
if  either  party  should  be  obstinate,  that  then  they  might 
enforce  submission  to  their  decisions.  It  was  further  a- 
greed,  that  neither  the  Moheagans,  nor  Narraeansets 
uiould  conceal,  or  entertain  any  of  their  enemies ;  but  de- 
liver up  or  destroy  all  such  Indians  as  had  murdered  any 
English  man  or  woman.  The  English  then  gave  the  Pequot 
Indians  to  the  Narragansets  '^nd  Moheagans ;  eighty  ta 
Miantonimoh,  twenty  to  Ninnigret,  and  the  other  hundred 
to  Uncas ;  to  be  received  and  treated  as  their  men.  It  was 
also  covenanted,  that  ihe  Pequots  should  never  more  in- 
habit their  native  country,  nor  be  called  Pequots,  but  Nar<r 
rasansets  and*  Moheagans.  It  was  also  further  stipulated. 
That  neither  the  Narragansets  nor  Moheagans  should  pos- 
sess any  part  of  the  Pequot  country  without  the  consent  of 
the  English.  The  Pequots  were  to  pay  a  tribute,  at  Con- 
necticut annually^  of  a  fathom  of  waoipumpeag  for  every 
Sannop,  of  half  a  &tbom  for  every  young  man,  and  of  a 
hand  for  every  male  papoose.  On  these  conditions  the 
magistrates,  in  behalf  of  the  colony,  stipulated  a  firm  peace 
with  all  the  Indians.* 

The  conquest  of  the  Pequots  struck  all  the  Indians  ia 
New-England  with  terror,  and  they  were  possessed  with 
such  fear  of  the  displeasure  and  arms  of  the  English,  that 
they  had  no  open  wair  with  them  for  nearly  forty  years. 

This  happy  event  gave,  great  joy  to  the  colonies.  A 
day  of  public  thanks|^ving  was  appointed ;  and,  in  all  the 
churches  of  New-England,  devout  and  animated  praises 
lyere  addressed  to  Him,  who  giveth  his  people  the  victory, 
9Dd  causeththem  to  dwell  safely. 
*  Rfcordt  of  Co^fiectoit 
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IHOUGH  the  war  with  the  Pequots  was  now  happily 
terminated,  yet  the  eflfects  of  it  were  severely  felt  by 
the  inhabitants.  The  consequences  were,  scarcity  and  a 
debt,  which,  in  the  low  state  of  the  colony,  it  was  exceed- 
ingly difficult  to  pay.  Ahnost  every  article  of  food  or  cloth- 
ing was  purchased  at  the  dearest  rate :  and  the  planters 
had  not  yet  reaped  any  considerable  advantage  from  their, 
farms.  Such  a  proportion  of  their  labourers  had  been  en^ 
ployed  in  the  war,  and  the  country  was  so  uncultivated, 
that  all  the  provision  which  had  been  raised,  or  imported, 
was  in  no  measure  proportionate  to  the  wants  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  winter  was  uncommonly  severe,  which  increas- 
ed the  distress  of  the  colony.*  The  court  at»  Connecticut 
foreseeing  that  the  people  would  be  in  great  want  of  bread, 
contracted  with  Mr.  Pyncheon  for  five  hundred  bushek  o|^ 
Indian  corn,  which  he  was  to  purchase  of  the  Indians,  and 
a  greater  quantity,  if  it  could  be  obtained.  The  inhabi- 
tants were  prohibited  to  bargain  for  it  privately,  and  limit- 
ed to  certain  prices,  lest  it  should  raise  the  price,  while  he 
was  making  the  purchase.  A  committee  was  also  appoint-, 
ed  by  the  court,  to  send  a  vessel  to  Narraganset,  to  buy  of 
the  natives  in  that  quarter.t  But  notwithstanding  every  pre* 
Scarcity  in  caution  which  was  taken,  the  scarcity  became  such,  thai 
CcMinecti-  com  rose  to  the  extraordinary  price  of  twelve  shillings  by 
the  bushel.t  In  this  distressful  situation  a  committee  was 
sent  to  an  Indian  settlement  called  Pocomtock,  since  Deer- 

*  The  snow  laj  from  the  4th  of  November  until  the  23d  of  March.  It 
was,  at  some  times,  three  and  four  feet  deep.  Once  in  the  winter  it  snow* 
ed  for  two  hours  together,  flakes  as  big  as  English  shillings.  Winthrop'a 
Journal,  p.  154. 

t  Records  of  Connecticut. 

X  Mason^s  history.  Twelve  shillings  sterling  at  that  tioiei  waji  doubV. 
i«i9  eqyal  to  eighteen  or  tijfentjr  ibillings  lawf^l  moiiey. 
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field,  where  they  purchased  such  quantities,  that  the  In-  Book  L 
dians  came  down  to  Windsor  and  Hartford,  with  fifty  ca-  v^^-n/-^/ 
noes  at  one  timcj  laden   with  Indian  corn,§      The   good    1638. 
people  considered  this  as  a  great  deliverance.      Those,  Relieved, 
who,  in  England,  had  fed  on  the  finest  of  the  wheat,  in  the 
beginning  of  afl'airs  in  Connecticut,  were  thankful  for  such 
coarse  fare  as  Indian  bread,  for  themselves  and  children. 

In  this  low  state  of  the  colony,  the  court  found  it  neces- 
sary to  oi'dcr  the  towns  immediately  to  furnish  themselves 
with  magazines  of  powder,  lead  and  shot,  and  every  man 
tp  be  completely  armed,  and  furnished  with  ammunition. 
iThe  court  were  also  obliged  to  impose  a  tax  of  550  pounds, 
to  be  collected  immediately,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
war.  This  appears  to  have  been  the  first  public  tax  in 
Connecticut.  Agawam,  since  named  Springfield,  though 
it  sent  no  men  to  the  war,  yet  bore  its  proportion  of  the 
expense.*  The  first  secretary  and  treasurer  appears  to 
have  been  Mr.  Clement  Chaplin.  He  was  authorised  to  jrebfttarf 
issue  his  warrants  for  gathering  the  tax  which  had  been  im-'  9tb. 
posed. 

Captam  John  Mason  was  appointed  major-general  of 
the  militia  of  Connecticut.  The  reverend  Mr.  Hooker  Mareb 
was  desired  to  deliver  him  the  military  stafi*.  This  he  ^^' 
doubdess  performed  with  that  propriety  and  dignity  which 
was  peculiar  to  himself,  and  best  adapted  to  the  occasion. 
The  general  was  directed  to  call  out  the  militia  of  each 
town,  ten  times  in  a  year,  to  instruct  them  in  military  disci- 
pline. He  received  out  of  the  public  treasury  40  pounds 
annually,  for  his  services. 

As  it  was  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  colony  to  cul- 
tivate peace,  and  a  good  understanding  ^"ith  the  Indians, 
laws  were  enacted  to  prevent  all  persons  from  offering  them 
the  least  private  insult  or  abuse. 

While  the  planters  of  Connecticut  were  thus  exerting 
themselves  in  prosecuting  and  regulating  the  affairs  of  that 
colony,  another  was  projected  and  settled  at  Quinnipiack,t 
afterwards  called  New-Haven.    On  the  26th  of  July,  1637,  Mr.  Dav- 
Mr.  John  Davenport,  Mr.  Samuel  Eaton,  Thcophilus  Eat-^PP^'^  w- 
OD  and  Edward  Hopkins,  Esquires,  Mr.  Thomas  Gregson,  bmUw. 
and  many  others  of  good  characters  and  fortunes,  arrived 
at  Boston.     Mr.  Davenport  had  been  a  famous  minister  in 
the  city  bf  London,  and  was  a  distinguished  character  foi» 
piety,  learning,  and  good  conduct.      Many  of  his  congre* 

4  Mason^s  History. 

•  The  tax  was  laid  on  the  towns  in  the  proportionf^  following  :  Af^wano, 
86  pottocK:  16  :  0.     Windsor,  158  pounds  :  2 :  0.     ilartfurd,  251  pounds 


X :  0.    And  WeathersfieJd,  1*24  pounds  :  0 :  0. 
t  This  is  sometimes  spelt  QuilJipiack,  and  Qi 


Qionepioke. 
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Bool[  L  {i;^tion,  oii  account  of  the  esteem  which  they  had  for  his 
^'^'^>^'^  person  and  ministry,  followed  him  into  New-England.    Mr. 
1638.    Eaton  and  Mr.  Hopkins  had  been  merchants  in  London, 
possessed  great  estates,  and  were  men  of  eminence  for 
their  abilities  and  integrity.     The  fame  of  Mr.  Davenport, 
the  reputation  and  good  estates  of  the  principal  gentlemen 
of  this  company,  made  the  people  of  the  Massachifsetts  ex- 
ceedingly desirous  of  their  settlement  in  that  common- 
Oflbnto    wealth.-  Great  pains  were  taken,  not  only  by  particular 
ncain  him  persons  and  towns,  but  by  the  general  court,  to  fix  them 
cbweti^'   m  the  colony^    Charlestown  made  them  large  offers ;  and 
Newbury  proposed  to  give  up  the  whole  town  to  them. 
The  general  court  offered  them  any  place  which  they  should 
chocrte.*     But  they  were  determined  to  plant  a  distinct 
colony.     B;-  the  pursuit  of  the  Pequots  to  the  westward, 
the  English  became  acquainted  with  that  fine  tract  along 
the  shore,  from  Saybrook  to  Fairfield,  and  with  its  several 
harbours.     It  was  represented  as  fruitful,  and  happrly  sit- 
uated for  navigation  and  comtercc.     The  company  there- 
fore projected  a  settlement  in  that  part  of  the  country. 

In  the  fall  of  1637,  Mr.  Eaton,  and  others,  who  were  of 
the  company,  made  a  journey  to  Connecticut,  to  explore 
the  lanus  and  harbours  on  the  sea  coasts  They  pitched 
upon  Quinnipiack  for  the  place  of  their  settlement.*  They* 
elected  a  poor  hut,  in  which  ar  few  men  subsisted  through 
the  winter. 

On  the  30lhof  March,  1638,  Mr.  Davenport,  Mr.  Pnid- 

den,  Mr.  Samuel  Eaton,  and  Theophilus  Eaton,  Esquire, 

with  the  people  of  their  company,  sailed  from  Boston  for 

Quinnipiack.     In  about  a  fortnight  they  arrived  at .  their 

Apnl  iot»i,  desired  port.     On  the  18th  of  April,  they  kept  their  first 

the  first     aabbath  in  the  place.  The  people  assembled  under  a  large 

kept*at      spreading  oak,  and  Mr.  Davenport  preached  to  them  fromf 

Ncw-Ha-   Matthew  vi.  1.     He  insisted  on  the  temptations  of  the  wil- 

▼eik  derness,  made  such  observations,  and  gave  Such  directions 

and  exhortations  as  were  pertinent  to  the  then  present  state 

of  his  hearers.     He  left  this  remark,  That  he  enjoyed  a 

good  day. 

One  of  the  principal  reasons  which  these  colonists  as- 
Rea^ADs  signed  for  their  removing  from  Massachusetts,  was,  that 
for  rcmov-  j^^jy  should  be  more  out  of  the  way  and  trouble  of  a  generaf 
governor  of  New-England,  who,  at  this  lime,  was  an  object 
of  great  fear  in  all  the  plantations.  What  foundation  there 
was  for  the  hope  of  exemption  from  the  controul  of  a  gene- 
ral governor,  by  this  removal,  had  one  been  sent,  does  not 
appear,     li  is  probable,  that  the  motive  which  had  tha 

^  Winthrop*8  Joarnal,  p.  15U 
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greatest  influence  with  the  principal  men,  was  the  dcMre  Book  L 
of  being  at  the  head  of  a  new  government,  modelled,  both  v-^-v-^/ 
in  civil  and  religious  matters,  agreeably  to  their  own  ap-  1638. 
prehensions.  It  had  been  an  observation  of  Mr.  Daven- 
port's, That  whenever  a  reformation  had  been  effected  in 
the  church,  in  any  part  of  the  World,  it  had  rested  where  it 
had  been  left  by  the  reformers.  It  could  not  be  advanced 
Another  step.  He  was  now  embarked  in  a  design  of  form- 
ing a  civil  and  religious  constitution,  as  near  as  possible 
to  scripture  precept  and  example.  The  principal  gentle- 
men, who  had  followed  him  into  America,  had  the  same 
views.  In  laying  the  foundations  of  a  new  colony,  there 
ti'as  a  fair  probaoility,  that  they  might  accommodate  all 
matters  of  church  and  commonwealth  to  their  own  feelings 
and  sentiments.  But  in  the  Massachusetts,  the  principal 
tiien  were  fixed  in  the  chief  seats  of  government,  which 
they  were  likely  to  keep,  and  their  civiland  religious  poli- 
ty was  already  formed.  Besides,  the  antinomian  controver- 
fty  and  sentiments,  which  had  tak^n  such  root  at  Boston, 
wfere  exceedingly  disagreeable  to  Mr.  Davenport,  and  the 
principal  gentlemen  of  his  company.  He  had  taken  a  dc« 
cided,  though  prudent  part,  against  them.  He,  with  his 
leading  men,  might  judge,  that  the  people  who  came  with 
them  would  be  much  more  out  of  danger  of  the  corruptioDi 
and  that  they  should  be  more  entirely  free  from  the  trouble 
6(  those  sentiments,  in  a  new  plantation,  than  in  the  Massa* 
chusetts.  These  might  all  unite  their  influence  with  Mr. 
Davenport  apd  others,  to  determine  them  to  remove  and 
begin  a  new  colony. 

Soon  after  they  arrived  at  Quinnipiack,  in  the  close  of  a 
day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  they  entered  into  what  they  * 

termed  a  plantatioo  covenant.  In  this  they  solemnly  bound  Plantatioa 
themselves,  "  That,  as  in  matters  that  concern  the  gather-  covenant 
ing  and  ordering  of  a  church,  so  also  in  all  public  offices,  pja?^""*' 
which  concern  civil  order,  as  choice  of  magistrates  and 
officers,  making  and  repealing  laws,  dividing  allotments  of 
inheritance,  and  all  things  of  like  nature,  they  would,  all  of 
them,  be  ordered  by  the  rules  which  the  scripture  held 
forth  to  them.''     This  was  adopted  as  a  general  agree- 
ment, until  there  should  be  time  for  the  people  to  become 
more  intimately  acquainted  with  each  other's  religious 
views,  sentiments,  and  moral  conduct ;  which  was  suppo-     « 
sed  to  be  necessary  to  prepare  the  way  for  their  covenant-     ♦- 
ingtogether,  as  christians,  in  church  state. 

The  aspects  of  Providence  on  the  country,  about  this 
time,  were  very  gloomy,  and  especially  unfavourable  to 
Dew  plantations.  The  spring,  after  a  long  anil  severe  win^ 
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Book  I.  tcr,  was  unusually  backward.     Scarcely  any  thing  grew^ 
v^^N^^^/  for  several  weeks.     The  planting  season  was  so  cola  that 
,   1638.    the  corn  rotted  in  the  ground,  and  the  people  were  obliged 
to  replant  two  or  three  times.*     This  distressed  man  and 
beast,  and  retarded  all  the  affairs  of  the  plantations.     It 
rendered  the  gloom  and  horrors  of  the  wilderness  stiH 
more  horrible.     The  colonists  had  terrible  ap[>rehension» 
of  scarcity  and  famine.     But  at  length  the  warm  season 
came  on,  and  vegetation  exceeded  all  their  expectations. 
Gitat  On  the  1st  of  June,  between  the  hours  of  tluree  and  four 

earth-  in  the  afternoon,  there  was  a  great  and  memorable  earth- 
?ito^  ut  S"^''^  throughout  New-England.  It  came  with  a  report 
like  continued  thunder,  or  the  rattling  of  numerous  coach- 
es upon  a  paved  street.  The  shock  was  so  great  that,  in 
many  places,  the  tops  of  the  chimnies  were  thrown  down, 
and  the  pewter  fell  from  the  shelves.  It  sh(k)k  the  waters 
and  ships  in  the  harbours,  and  all  the  adjacent  islands. 
The  duration  of  the  sound  and  tremor  was  about  four  min- 
utes. The  earth,  at  turns,  was  unquiet  for  nearly  twenty 
days.  The  Weather  was  clear,  the  wind  westerly,  and  the 
course  of  the  earthquake  from  west  to  cast. 

The  planters  at  Quinnipiack  determined  to  make  an  ex- 
tensive settlement;  and,  if  possible,  to  maintain  perpetual 
peace  and  friendship  with  the  Indians.     They,  therefore, 
paid  an  early  attention  to  the  making  of  such  purchases 
and  amicable  treaties,  as  might  nK)st  effectually  answef 
their  designs^ 
ThcBwt        On  the  24th  of  November,   1638,  Theophilus  Eaton, 
purchase    Esq.  Mr.  Davenport,  and  other  English  planters,  entered 
^  New-     Jj^jq  2^j^  agreement  with  M onKauguin,  sachem  of  that  part  of 
Nov.  24tfa  the  country,  and  his  counsellors,  respecting  the  lands.  The 
1638.        articles  of  agreement  are  to  this  effect : 

-.That  Momauguin  is  the  sole  sachem  of  Quinnipiack, 
and  had  an  absolute  power  to  aliene  and  dispose  of  the 
same :  That,  in  consequence  of  the  protection  which  he 
had  tasted,  by  the  English,  from  the  Pequots  and  Mo- 
hawks,! he  yielded  up  all  his  right,  title,  and  interest  to 
all  the  land,  rivers,  ponds,  and  trees,  with  all  the  liberties 
and  appurtenances  belonging  to  the  same,  unto  Theophi* 
lus  Eaton,  John  Davenport,  and  others,  their  heirs  and  as- 
signs, for  ever.  He  covenanted,  that  neither  he,  nor  his 
w      Indians,  would  terrify,  nor  disturb  the  English,  nor  injure 

*  Winthrop^s  Journal,  p.  155^ .  Ibid.    See  aho  Morton  and  Aatchinsoii. 

t  The  Indians  of  Quinnipiack,  in  thin  treaty,  declan^d,  that  ther  still  re- 
membered the  heavy  taxes  of  the  Pequots  and  Mohawks ;  and  that,  by 
reason  of  Uieir  fear  of  them*  they  could  not  stay  in  their  own  country,  b«t 
had  been  obliged  to  flee.  By  these  po\ferful  enettiies,  they  had  baearedtt* 
<Cfi  to  about  forty  men*. 
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them  in  any  of  thdir  interests  ^  but  that,  in  every  respect,  Book  I. 
they  woulcl  keep  true  faith  with  them.  k^-\/%^ 

The  English  coven^ted  to  protect  Momauguin  and  his  163B. 
Indians,  when  unreasonably  assaulted  and  terrified  by  other 
Indians;  and  that  they  should  always  have  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  land  to  plant  on,  upon  the  east  side  of  the  har* 
bour,*  between  that  and  Say  brook  fort.  They  also  cove- 
nanted, that  by  way  of  free  and  thankful  retribution,  they 
gave  unto  the  said  sachem,  and  his  council  and  company, 
twelve  coats  of  English  cloth,  twelve  alchymy  spoons, 
twelve  hatchets,  twelve  hoes,  two  dozen  of  knives,  twelve 
porringers,  and  four  cases  of  French  knives  and  scissors.t 

This  agreement  was  signed  and  legally  executed,  by 
Momaugum  and  his  council  on  the  one  part,  and  Theophi- 
lus  Eaton  and  John  Davenport  on  the  other.    Thomas  '^' 

Stanton,  who  was  the  interpreter,  declared  in  the  presence 
of  God,  that  he  had  faithfully  acquainted  the  Indians  with 
the  said  articles,  and  returned  their  answers. 

In  December  following,  tbev  made  another  purchase  of  Second 
a  large  tract,  which  lay  principally  north  of  the  former.  J^**"^ 
This  was  of  Montowesc,  son  of  the  great  sachem  at  Matta-  lass.      ' 
Ijeseck.     This  tract  was  ten  miles  in  length,  north  and 
south,  and  thirteen  miles  in  breadth.     It  extended  eight 
miles  east  of  the  river  Quinnipiack,  and  five  miles  west  of 'l^ractpiun 
it  towards  Hudsoo^a  river.     It  included  all  the  lands  with-  ^^*^^- 
in  the  ancient  Hniits  of  the  old  towns  of  New-Haven,  Bran- 
ford,  and  Wallingford,  and  almost  the  whole  contained  in  . .  ,^ 
the  present  limits  of  those  towns,  and  of  the  towns  of  East-                 'H^  ^^ 
JIaven,  Woodbridge,  Cheshire,  Hamden,  and  North-Ha-                 t^ti 
ven.}    These  have  since  been  made  out  of  the  three  old                 *  *^^v 
^owns. 

The  New-Haven  adventurers  were  the  most  opulent 
company  which  came  into  New-England,  and  they  design- 
ed to  plant  a  capital  colony.  They  laid  out  their  town  plat 
in  squares,  designing  it  for  a  great  and  elegant  city.  In 
the  centre  was  a  large,  beautiful  square.  This  was  encom- 
passed with  others,  making  nine  in  the  whple^ 

The  first  principal  settlers  were  Theophilus  Eaton,  Esq, 
Mr.  Davenport,  Mr.  Samuel  Eaton,  Mr,  Thomas  Gregson, 
Mr.  Robert  Newman,  Mr.  Matthew  Gilbert,  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Turner,  Mr.  Thomas  Fugill,  Mr.  Francis  Newman,  Mr. 
Stephen  Goodyear,  and  Mr.  Joshua  Atwater.  ^*  •. 

Mr.  Eaton  had  been  deputy-governor  of  the  East  India  ^^\  *  -.. 

*  This  wai  m  the  present  town  of  East-Havep. 

t  Records  of  New-Haven. 

:(  For  this  last  tract  of  ten  miles  north  and  soutli,  aad  thirteen  ea^t  ao^i 
west,  the  English  gave  thirteen  coats,  and  allowed  the  Indians  ground  to 
plaat,  and  liberty  to  boat  withia  the  laadu   Records  of  New-Have|i.. 
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Book  f.  company,  and  was  three  years  himself  in  the  East  Indies. 
v^^N^^^/  He  served  the  company  so  well,  that  he  received  from  them 
1638,  presents  of  great  value.  He  had  been  on  an  embassy 
from  the  court  of  England  to  the  king  of  Denmark.  He 
was  a  London  merchant,  who  had,  for  many  years,  traded 
to  the  East  Indies,  had  obtained  a  great  estate,  and  brough|t 
over  a  large  sum  of  money  into  New-England. t  Others 
were  merchants  of  fair  estates,  and  they  designed  to  have 
been  a  great  trading  city. 

There  appears  no  act  of  civil,  military,  or  ecclesiastical 
authority,  during  the  first  year;  nor  is  there  any  appear- 
ance, that  this  colony  was  ever  straitened  for  bread,  as  the 
othe^  colppies  had  been. 

Mr.  Prudden,  and  his  company,  who  came  with  Mr.  Da» 
venport,  continued  the  first  summer  at  Quinnipiack,  and 
were  making  preparations  for  the  settlement  of  another 
township* 

When  Mr.  Davenport  removed  to  Quinnipiack,  Mr, 
Hopkins  came  to  Hartford,  and  soon  after  incorporated 
witn  the  settlers  of  Cormecticut. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  three  towns  upon  Connecticut 
river,  finding  themselves  without  the  limits  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts patent,  conceived  the  plan  of  forming  themselves, 
by  voluntary  compact,  into  a  distinct  commonwealth. 

Theorigi-      ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^f  January,  1639,J  all   the  free   planters 
nalconsii-  Convened  at  Hartford,  and,  on  mature  deliberation,  adopt- 
tatioDof     ed  a  constitution  of  government.     They  introduce  their 
fuTjfim.*  constitution,  with  a  declaration  to  this  effect,  That  for  the 
^Ull639.  establishment  of  order  and  government,   they  associatedi 
and  conjoined  themselves  to  be  one  public  state  or  com- 
monwealth ;  and  did,  for  themselves  and  successors,  and 
such  as  should  be,  at  any  time,  joined  to  them,  confederate 
together,  to  maintain  the  liberty  and  purity  of  the  gospel, 
Irhich  they  professed,  and  the  discipline  of  the  churches, 
according  to  its  institution ;  and  in  all  civil  affairs,  to  be 
governed  according  to  such  laws,  as  should  be  made  agree* 
ably  to  the  constitution,   which  they  were  then  about  U> 

Two  gene- ^^°P^* 

raiassem-      The  constitution,   which. then  follows,   ordains,  Thst 
iiies  annu-  there  sl^all  be,  annually,  two  general  courts,  or  assemblies ; 

^'     ^  tThe  tradition  is,  that  be  brought  to  New-HaTeo  a  veir  gieat  eatate, 

\.    >D  Pl^te  and  money.    The  East  India  company  made  his  wife  a  present  of 
a  ba89n  and  ewer,  double  gilt,  and  curiously  wrought  with  gold,  weighing 
'••  more  ^an  sixty  pounds. 

t  This  stands  on  the  records  of  the  colony,  January  14th,  1638,  which  ii 
owine  to  the  manner  of  dating  at  that  time.    The  first  settlers  of  the  col- 
ony, began  their  year  on  the  25th  of  March ;  and  until  this  time,  they  da- 
ted 1638;  but  it  was  most  evidently  1639,  m  tk^  Pecember  precedioff* 
•iras  1638,  and  the  April  followioj,  1639.  '     '  ' 
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one  on  tKe  second  Thursday  in  April,  and  the  other  on  the  Book  I. 
second  Thursday  in  September :  That  the  first,  shall  be  s,^^>n^-^^ 
*-lbe  court  of  election,  in  which  shall  be  annually  chosen,    1633. 
«t  least,  six  magistrates,  and  all  other  public  omcers.     It  How  cot^ 
ordains,  that  a  governor  should  be  chosen,   distinct  from  P*«**<*- 
the  six  magistrates,  for  one  year,  and  until  another  should 
be  chosen  and  sworn :  and  that  the  governor  and  magis- 
trates should  be  sworn  to  a  faithful  execution  of  the  laws 
of  the  colony,  and  in  cases  in  which  there  was  no  express 
Jaw  established,  to  be  governed  by  the  divine  word.     A- 
greeably  to  the  constitution,  the  choice  of  these  oflicrra 
was  to  be  made  by  the  whole  body  of  the  freemen,  conven- 
ed in  general  election.     It  provided,  that  all  persona,  who 
had  been  received  as  members  of  the  several  towns,  by  a  Otiei0% 
majority  of  the  inhabitants,  and  had  taken  the  oath  of  fidel-  **®^  "^^ 
ity  to  the  commonwealth,  should  be  admitted  freemf n  of*®"' 
the  colony.     It  required,  that  the  govcrnorand  magistrates 
should  be  elected  by  ballot ;  the  governor  by  the  greatest 
number  of  votes,  and  the  magistrates  bv  a  majority.     How- 
ever, it  provided,  that  if  it  should  so  nappen,  at  any  time, 
that  six  should  not  have  a  majority,  that  in  such  case,  those 
who  had  the  greatest  number  of  suffrages,  should  stand  as 
duly  elected  for  that  year.     No  person  might  be  governor, 
unless  he  were  a  member  of  some  regular  church,  and  had 
previously  been  a  magistrate  in  the  colony.     Nor  could 
any  man  be  elected  to  the  office,   more  than  once  in  two 
years.     No  one  could  be  chosen  into  the  magistracy  who 
was  not  a  freeman  of  the  colony,  and  had  been  nommated, 
either  by  the  freemen,  or  the  general  court.     The  assem- 
Wy  were  authorised  to  nominate,  in  cases  in  which  they  ^ 
judged   it  expedient*    Neither  the  govcnior,  nor  magis-  ^nd  mag^ 
trates,  might  execute  any  part  of  their  office  until  they  had  trates  to 
Ibcen  pubficly  sworn,  in  the  face  of  the  General  Assembly.  ^  »^om. 

The  constitution  also  ordained,  that  the  several  towns 
should  send  their  respective  deputies  to  the  election :  and  AssembliM 
that  when  it  was  finished,  they  should  proceed  to  do  any  *^^J^  ^^ 
public  service,  as  at  any  other  courts  :  and,  that  the  as- 
semblyf  in  September,  should  be  for  the  enacting  of  laws, 
and  other  public  services.  It  authorised  the  governor,  ei- 
ther by  himself  or  his  secretary,  to  issue  his  warrants  foy 
calling  the  assemblies,  one  month  at  least,  before  the  time 
of  their  appointed  meetings.  Upon  particular  emergen- 
cies, he  might  convene  them  in  seventeen  days,  or  even  up- 
on shorter  notice,  stating  the  reasons  in  his  warrant.  Up- 
on the  reception  of  the  governor's  warrants,  in  April  and 
September,  the  constatbles  of  the  respective  towns  were 
obliged  to  warn  all  th^  freqmetn  to  elept  and  send  thei^ 
^eputieSf 
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Book  I.      The  constitution  ordained,  that  the  three  towns  of  Wiod- 
x^-v'^^/  sor,  Hartford  and  Weathersfield,  should  each  of  them  send 

1639.    four  deputies  to  every  general  court;  and,  that  the  othc^ 
Xfuiuber  of  towns,  which  should  be  added  to  the  colony  in  futurei 
deputies  to  gbould  Send  such  a  number  as  the  court  should  determine, 
proportionate  to  the  body  pf  their  freemen.     The  constitu- 
tion declared  the  deputies,  to  bo  vested  with  the  whole 
Powera  of  power  of  the  respective  towns  which  they  represented.     It 
tiie  house    authorised  them  to  meet  separately,  and  determine  their 
ofrepre-^  own  elections,  to  fine  any  person  who  should  obtrude 
feu  a  1  ^  .  j^jj^gpif  upQj^  them,  when  he  had  not  been  duly  cliosen,  and 
to  fine  any  of  their  members  for  disorderly  conduct,  whea 
they  were  assembled. 
Constables      Further,  the  constitution  provided,  that  in  case  the  govr 
to  convoke  ernor  and  the  major  part  of  the  magistrates  should,  upon 
MwmbiY    ^^y  ^"^g^"^  occasion,  neglect  or  refuse  to  call  an  assembly, 
the  freemen  should  petition  them  to  summon  one ;    and, 
if,  upon  the  petition  of  a  major  part  of  the  freemen  in  the 
colony,  they  still  refused  or  neglected,  then  the  constables 
of  the  several  towns  should,  upon  the  petition  of  the  major 
part  of  the  freemen,  convoke  an  assembly.      It  also  or- 
dained, that  when  this  assembly  was  convened,  it  should 
have  power  of  choosing  a  moderator ;    and  when  it  was 
thus  formed,  should  exercise  all  the  powers  of  any  other 
general  assembly.     Particularly  it  was  authorised  to  call 
any  court,  magistrate,  or  any  other  person  before  it,  and  to 
displace,  or  inflict  penalties  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
offence. 

AH  general  assemblies,  called  by  the  governor,  were 
to  consist  of  the  governor,  four  magistrates,  and  the  maj<^ 
part  of  the  deputies.  When  there  was  an  equal  vote,  the 
governor  had  a  casting  voice^  The  constitution  also  pro^ 
vided,  that  no  general  court  should  be  adjourned  or  dissolv- 
ed, without  the  consent  of  a  major  part  of  the  members : 
and  that,  whenever  a  tax  was  laid  upon  the  inhabitants, 
the  sum  to  be  paid,  by  each  town  should  be  determined 
by  a  committee,  consisting  of  an  equal  number  from  each^ 
of  the  respective  towns. 

The  form  of  oaths  to  be  administered  to  the  governor  and 
magistrates  was  also  adopted  in  the  general  convention  of 
the  free  planters.  This,  for  substance,  was  the  original 
constitution  of  Connecticut.* 

With  such  wisdom  did  our  venerable  ancestors  provide 

for  the  freedom  and  liberties  of  themselves  and  their  posi 

terity.    Thus  happily  did  they  guard  against  every  en-i 

croachment  on  the  rights  qf  the  subject.     This,  probably^ 

f  Appendix,  No.  lU. 
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"*  is  one  of  the  most  free  and  happy   constitutions  of  (iivil  Book  I. 
j^vernment  which  has  ever  been  formed.     The  formation  v^^-^vw 
^•rf  it,  at  so  early  a  period,  when  the  light  of  liberty  was    1639. 
^wIlolIy  darkened  in  most  parts  of  the  earth,  and  the  rights 
of  men  were  so  little  understood  in  others,  does  great  hon- 
or to  their  ability,  integrity,  and  love  to  mankind.     To 
posterity  indeed,  it  exhibited  a  most  benevolent  regard. 
It  has  continued,  with  little  alteration,  to  the  present  time. 
The  happy  consequences  of  it,  which,  for  more  than  a  cen- 
tury and  half,  the  people  ofConnecticut  have  experienced, 
are  without  description* 

Agreeably  to  the  constitution,  tlic  freemen  convened  at  General 
Hartford,  on  the  second  Thursday  in  April,   and  elected  fJ^^f^",** 
their  oflScers  for  the  year  ensuing.  ^l  second 

John  Haynes,  Esq.  was  chosen  governor^   and  Roger  Thursday 
Ludlow,    George    Wyllys,    Edward    Hopkins,    Thomas »« April. 
Wells,  John  Webster  and  William  Phelps,  Esquires,  were 
chosen  magistrates.     Mr.  Ludlow,  the  first  of  the  six  mag- 
istrates, was  deputy  governor.     Mr.  Hopkins  was  chosen 
secretary,  and  Mr.  Wells  treasurer. 

The  aepdties  sent  to  this  first  general  assembly,  in  Con- 
necticut, were  Mr.  John  Steele,  Mr.  Spencer,  Mr.  John 
Pratt,  Mr.  Edward  Stebbins,  Mr.  Gaylord,  Mr.  Henry 
Wolcott,  Mr.  Stoughton,  Mr.  Ford;  Mr.  Thurston  Rayner,  ^ 

Mr.  James  Boosy,  Mr.  George  Hubbard,  and  Mr.  Rich- 
ard Crab. 

The  general  assembly  proceeded  as  they  had  leisure,  ^'"!  J*?"' 
and  as  occasion  required,  to  enact  a  system  of  laws.  The  ri^hu. 
laws  at  first  were  few,  and  time  was  taken  to  consider  and 
digest  them.  The  first  statute  in  the  Connecticut  code  is 
a  kind  of  declaration,  or  bill  of  rights.  It  ordains,  that  no 
man's  life  shall  be  taken  away ;  no  man's  honor  or  good 
name  be  stained,  no  man's  person  shall  be  arrested,  res- 
trained, banished,  dismembered,  nor  any  wise  punished : 
That  no  man  shall  be  deprived  of  his  wife  or  children  ;  no 
aaan's  goods  or  estate  shall  be  taken  away  from  him,  nor 
any  wise  endamaged,  under  colour  of  law,  or  countenance 
of  authority,  unless  it  should  be  by  the  virtue  of  some 
express  law  of  the  colony  warranting  the  same,  establish- 
ed by  the  general  court,  and  sufficiently  published ;  or  in 
case  of  the  defect  of  such  law,  in  any  particular  case,  by 
some  clear  and  plain  rule  of  the  word  of  God,  in  which  the 
whole  court  shall  concur.!     It  was  also  ordained  that  all  -'- 

persops  in  the  colony,  whether  inhabitants  or  not,  should 
enjoy  the  same  law  and  justice  without  partiality  or  delay* 
These  general  precepts  bore  the  same  aspect,  and  breath* 

t  Old  C9de  of  Codaectkut 

P 


104  HISTORY  OK  Chap.  VL 

Boor  I,  ed  the  same  spirit  of  liberty  and  safety,  with  fespect  ttf 
v^^N/-^/ the  subjects  universally,  which  is  exhibited  in  thcconsti*, 
1639^..  tution,  /*• 

The  planters  of  Quinnipiack  continued  mere  than'i|: 
year  without  any  civil  or  religious  constitution,  or  com* 
pact,  further  than  had  been  expressed  in  their  plantation 
covenant. 

Meanwhile,  Mr.  Henry  Whitfield,   William  Leet,  Esq^ 
Samuel  Desborough,  Robert  Kitchel,  William  Chitiendea 
and  others,  who  were  part  of  Mr.  Davenport's  and  Mr. 
Eaton's  company,   arrived  to  assist  them  in  their  new  set- 
tlement.    These  were  principally  from  Kent   and  Sun^, 
in  the  vicinity  of  London.     Mr.    Whitfield's  people,  like 
Mr.  Davenport's,  followed  him  into  New-England.    There 
were  now  three  ministers,   with  many  of  the  members  of 
their  former  churche.^  and  congregations,  collected  in  this 
infant  colony,  and  combined  in  the  same  general  agree- 
ment. 
iwie  4(fi,        On  the  4lh  of  June,  all  the  free  planters  at  Quinnipiack 
l^icn'    convened  in  a  large  Ijarn  of  Mr^  Newman's,  and,  in  a  very 
at  Qainni-  formal  ^nd  solemn  manner,  proceeded  to  lay  the  fouoda- 
piack,  as-  tions  of  thcir  civil  and  religious  polity, 
forma  ^        Mr.  Da vcn|K)rt  introduced  the  business,  by  a   sermon 
ronstitu-     from   the   words   of  th^  royiil  preacher,  '*  Wisdom  hath 
*ion.  builded  her  house,  she  hath  hewn  out  her  seven  Pinal's.^' 

His  design  was  to  show,  that  the  church,  the  house  of  God, 
should  be  formed  of  seven  pillars,  or  principal  brethren^ 
to  whom  all  the  other  members  of  the  church  should  be 
added.  After  a  solemn  invocation  of  the  Divine  Majesty^ 
he  proceeded  to  represent  to  the  planters,  that  they  were 
met  to  consult  respecting  the  settlement  of  civil  govern- 
ment according  to  the  wiiiofGod,  and  for  the  nominatioa 
of  persons,  who,  by  universal  consent,  were,  in  all  res- 
pects the  best  qualified  for  the  foundation  work  of  a  church^ 
lie  enlarged  on  the  great  importance  of  the  transactions 
before  them,  and  desired,  that  no  man  would  give  his  voice, 
in  any  matter,  until  he  fully  understood  it ;  and,  that  aU 
would  act,  without  resoect  to  any  man,  but  give  their  vote 
in  the  fear  of  God.  He  then  proposed  a  number  of  ques- 
tions in  consequence  of  which  the  following  resolutions 
were  passed. 
Its  fuoria-  1.  That  the  scriptures  hold  forth  a  perfect  rule  for  the 
mental  ar-  diiicction  and  government  of  all  men  in  all  duties  which 
they  are  to  perform  to  God  and  men,  as  well  in  £unilies 
ancf  commonwealth,  as  in  matters  of  the  church. 

II.  That  as   in  matters  which  concerned  the  gathering 
^ikI  ordering  ofachiu:ch,  so  likewise  io  all  pubhc  officear 
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which  coni:ern  civil  order,  as  the  choice  of  magistrates  and  Boor  T. 
J  officers,  making  and  repealing  laws,  dividing  allotments  of  v^^v^w 
'j^lpheritance,  and  all  thinp  of  like  nature,   they  would  all    1639. 
•vw  governed  by  those  rules,  which  the  scripture  held  forth 

to  them. 

III.  ^'  That  all  those  who  had  desired  to  be  received  as 
free  planters,  had  setded  in  the  plantation,  with  a  purpose, 
resolution  and  desire,  that  they  might  be  admitted  into 
church  fellowship  according  to  Christ.'' 

IV.  "  l^hat  all  the  free  planters  held  themselves  bound 
to  establish  such  civil  order  as  might  best  conduce  to  the 
securing  of  the  purity  and  peace  of  the  ordinance  to  them- 
Jielves  and  their  posterity  according  to  God." 

When  these  resolutions  had  been  passed  and  the  people 
had  bound  themselves  to  sctdc  civil  government  according 
to  the  divine  word,  Mr.  Davenport  proceeded  to  represent 
Unto  them  what  men  they  must  choose  for  civil  rulers  ac- 
cording to  the  divine  word,  and  that  they  might  most  cf- 
feclusilTy  secure  to  them  and  their  posterity  a  just,  free  and 
peaceable  government.  Time  was  then  given  to  discuss 
and  deliberate  upon  what  he  had  proposed. '  After  full  dis- 
cussion and  deliberation  it  was  determined — 

V.  "  That  church  members  only  should  be  free  burgess- 
es ;  and  that  they  only  should  choose  magistrates  among 
themselves,  to  have  power  of  transacting  all  the  public  civ- 
il affairs  of  the  plantation  :  Of  making  and  repealing  laws, 
dividing  inhentances,  deciding  of  differences  that  may 
Cirise,  and  doing  all  things  and  businesses  of  like  nature." 

That  civil  officers  mignt  be  chosen  and  government  pro- 
ceed according  to  these  resolutions,  it  was  necessary  that 
6  church  should  be  foroiied.  Without  this  there  could  be 
neither  freemen  nor  magistrates.  Mr.  Davenport  there- 
fore proceeded  to  make  proposals  relative  to  the  forma- 
tion of  it,  in  such  a  manner,  that  no  blemish  might  be  left 
on  the  ^*  beginnings  of  church  work."  It  was  then  re- 
solved to  this  effect, 

VI.  "  That  twelve  men  should  be  chosen,  that  their  fit- 
ness for  the  foundation  work  might  be  tried,  and  that  it 
should  be  in  the  power  of  those  twelve  men,  to  choose  sev- 
en to  begin  the  church." 

It  was  agreed  that  if  seven  men  could  not  be  found  among 
the  twelve  qualified  for  the  foundation  work,  that  such  other 
persons  should  be  taken  into  the  number,  upon  trial,*  as 
should  be  judged  most  suitable.!    The  form  of  a  solemn 

*  Appendix  No.  IV. 

t  Tbe  twelve  penons  chosen  for  trial,  out  of  whom  the  seven  pilJan  of 
the  lio«i9e  were  choseo,  were  Theophitos  Eaton,  John  Davenport,  Robert 

o 
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Book  L  charge,  or  oikth,  was  drawn  up  and  agreed  lipon  at  this  meet** 

v^>^*^^  ing  to  be  given  to  all  the  freemen. 

IB39.       .  Further,  it  was  ordered,  that  all  persons,  whoslK)uld  be 

received  as  free  planters  of  that  corporation,  should  sub* 

mit  to  the  fundamental  agreement  aoove  related,  and   in 

testimony  of  their  submission  should  subscribe  their  named^ 

August  2^.  among  the  freemen.*     After  a  proper  term  of  trial,  Theo- 

Khilus  Eaton,  Esq.  Mr.  John  Davenport,  Robert  Newman, 
[atthew  Gilbert,  Thonoias  Fugill,  John  Punderson  and 
Jeremiah  Dixon,  were  chosen  for  the  seven  pillars  of  the 
church« 
General  October  25(h,  1639,  the  court,  as  it  is  termed,  consist- 
QuinniDi-^  ing  of  these  seven  persons  only,  convened,  and  after  a 
ack,  Oct.  solemn  address  to  the  Supreme  Majesty,  they  proceeded 
35th,  1639.  to  form  the  body  of  freemen  and  to  elect  their  civil  officers. 

I'he  manner  was  indeed  singular  and  curious. 
^^l^         In  the  first  place,  all  former  trust,  for  managing  th6  pub- 
f^     '    lie  affairs  of  the  plantation,  was  declared  to  cease,  and  be 
utterly  abrogated.     Then  all  those  who  had  been  admitted 
to  the  church  after  the  gathering  of  it,  in  the  choice  of  the 
seven  pillars,  and  all   the  members  of  other  approved 
churches,*  who^desired  it,  and  offered  themselves,  were  ad- 
mitted members  of  the  court.     A  solemn  charge  was  then 
publicly  given  them,  to  the  same  effect  as  the  freemen^s 
charge,  or  oath^  which  they  had  previously  adopted.    The 
purportofthis  was  nearly  the  same  with  the  oath  of  fideli- 
ty, and  with   the   freemen's  administered  at  the  present 
time.     Mr.  Davenport  expounded  several  scriptures   to 
them,  describing  the  character  of  civil   magistrates  given 
in  the  sacred  oracles.'   To  this  succeeded  the  election  of 
officers.     Theophilus  Eaton,  Esq.  w^s  chosen  governor, 
Mr.  Robert  Newman,  Mr.  Matthew  Gilbert,  Mr.  Nathan- 
iel  Turner,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Fugill,  were  chosen  magis- 
trates.    Mr.  Fugill  was  also  chosen  secretary,  and  Roberl 
SeeJy,  marshal. 
Charge  to      Mr.  Davenport  gave  governor  Eaton  a  charge  in  opea 
Got.  Ea-  cOurt,  from  Deut.  i.  16, 17*     "  And  I  charged  your  judges 
^*  at  that  time,  saying,  Hear  the  causes  between  your  breth- 

ren, and  judge  righteously  between  every  man  and  his 
brother,  and  the  stranger  that  is  with  him.  Ye  shall  not 
respect  persons  in  judgment,  but  ye  shall  hear  the  small  asr 
well  as  the  great ;  ye  shall  not  be  afraid  of  the  face  of  man ; 
for  the  judgment  is  God^s  :  and  the  cause  that  is  too  hard 
for  you,  bring  it  unto  me,  and  I  will  hear  it.^' 

Newman,  Matthew  Gilbert,  Richard  Malbon,  Nathaniel  Turner,  Esekiel 
Chevers,  Thomas  Fugill,  John  PondersoDi  William  Andrews  and  Jeremiab 
Dixon. 

*  Sixty-three  subscribed  on  4|Mk  A^  of  June,  and  then  were  adM 
fooftsJier  about  fif^  other  nMNjjtp^'r^ 
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It  was  decreed,  by  the  freemen,  that  there  should  be  a  Book  L 
general  court  annually,  in  the  plantation,  on  the  last  week  v^^^/-^/ 
in  October.     This   was  ordained  a  court  of  election   in     1639. 
which  all  the   officers  of  the  colony  were  to  be  chosen. 
This  court  determined,  that  the  word  of  God  should  be  the 
only  rule  for  ordering  the  affairs  of  governi^ent  in  that 
commonwealth. 

This  was  the  original,   fundamental  constitution  of  thQ 

f>vernment  of  New-Haven.  All  government  was  original- 
in  the  church,  and  the  members  of  the  church  elected 
e  governor,  magistrates,  and  all  other  officers.  The 
magistrates,  at  first,  were  no  more  than  assistants  of  the 
governor,  they  might  not  act  in  any  sentence  or  determi- 
nation of  the  court.*  No  deputy  governor  was  chosen, 
nor  were  any  laws  enacted  except  the  general  resolutions  ^ 

which  have  been  noticed  ;  but  as  the  plantation  enlarged, 
and  new  towns  were  setded,  new  orders  were  given ;  the 
general  court  received  a  new  form,  laws  were  enacted,  and 
the  civil  polity  of  this  jurisdiction  gradually  advanced,  in 
its  essential  parts,  to  a  near  resemblance  of  the  govern- 
ment  of  Connecticut. 

While  these  affairs  were  transacted  at  Quinnipiack,  plan-  Milford  cdV^^cT* 
tations    commenced   at  Wopowage  and"  Menbokatuck.  fo,^2jll!"^**?'^'^ 
Wopowage  was  purchased  February  12th,  1639,t  and  Me- cfaaxtfd  ah4 
nunkatuck  the  September  following.     Both  were  settled  settled, 
this  year.     The  churches  of  Mr.  Prudden  and  Mr.  Whit- 
field were  both  formed  upon  the  plan  of  Mr.  Davenport's ; 
each  consisting  of  seven  principal  men,  of  pillars.     They 
appear  to  have  been  gathered  at  the  same  time.     The  plan-  ^ug.  ttd^ 
ters  were  in  the  origmal  agreenoent  made  in  Mr.  NewmanH) 
barn,  on  the  4th  of  June.     The  principal  men,  or  pillars  in 
the  town  of  Wopowage^  were  Mr.  Peter  Prudd^n^  William       f^^}f^^-  ^  \ 
Fowler,  EJdmund  ""iVpp^ .  2echariah  Whitman,.  Thomas    ""  ^ 

Buckinghan^,  Thomas  Welch,  and  John  ~Astwood.     The 

Srincipal  planters  of  Menunkatuck,  were  Henry  Whitfield,         go  <•  rj*  p  ^ 
lobert  Kitchel,  William  Lefet^  Samuel  Dcsborough,  Will-  / 

iam  Chittenden,  JohnKshop^  a^infK  John  Caffinge*^  The  ^  " 
lands  inMilford  and  tSuiffom,  as  well  as  in  New-Haven, 
were  purchased  by  these  principal  men,  in  trust,  for  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  respective  towns.  Every  planter,  after 
paying  his  proportionable  part  of  the  expenses,  arising 
from  laying  out  and  settling  the  plantation,  drew  a  lot  or 
lots  of  lano,  in  proportion  to  the  money  or  estate  which  he 
had  expended  in  the  general  purchase^  and  to  the  number  - 

*  Records  of  the  colony  of  New-Haven. 

t  On  the  recorcUitw«s  1638,  but  accordiiu;  to  (he  prasent  mode  of 
^Jinjim  :  ^ 

I 
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Book  I.  of  heads  in  his  family.     These  principal  men  were  judges 
v-^-v-V^  in  the  respective  towns,  composing  a  court,  to  judge  be* 
1639.    tween  man  and  man,  divide  inheritances  and  punish  of- 
fences according  to  the  written  word,  until  a  body  of  laws 
should  be  established. 

Most  of  the  principal  settlers  of  Milford  were  from 
Weathersfield.*  They  first  purchased  of  the  Indians  al{ 
that  tract  which  lies  between  New-Haven  and  Stratforc} 
river,  and  between  the  sound  on  the  south,  and  a  stream 
called  two  mile  brook  on  the  north,  which  is  the  boundary 
line  between  Milford  and  Derby.  This  tract  compriseql 
all  the  lands  within  the  old  town  of  Milford,  and  a  smalt 
part  of  the  town  of  Woodbridge.  The  planters  made 
other  purchases  which  included  a  large  tract  on  the  west 
side  of  Stratford  river,  principally  in  the  town  of  Hunting- 
ton. In  the  first  town  meeting  in  Milford,  the  number  of 
free  planters,  or  of  church  members,  was  forty  four. 

The  Indians  were  so  numerous  in  this  plantation,  that 
the  English  judged  it  necessary  for  their  own  safety,  to 
compass  the  whole  town  plat,  including  nearly  a  mile' 
square,  with  a  fortification.  It  was  so  closely  inclosed 
with  strong  pallisadoes,  as  entirely  to  exclude  the  Indians, 
from  that  part  of  the  town. 

The  purchasers  of  Guilford  agreed  with  the  Indians, 
that  they  should  move  off  from  the  lands,  which  they  had 
purchased.  According  to  agreement  they  soon  all  remov- 
ed from  the  plantation. 

The  number  of  the  first  free  planters  appears'  to  have 
been  about  forty.  They  were  all  husbandmen.  There 
vras  not  a  merchant,  nor  scarcely  a  mechanic  amons  them, 
it  was  at  great  expense  and  trouble  that  they  ootaioed 
even  a  blacksmith  to  setde  in  the  plantation.  As  they 
were  from  gurry  and  Kent,  they  took  much  pains  to  find  a 
tract  of  land  resembling  that  from  which  they  had  remov- 
ed. They  therefore  finally  pitched  upon  Guilford,  which^ 
toward  the  sea,  where  they  made  the  principal  setdement, 
was  low,  moist,  rich  land,  liberal  indeed  to  the  husband- 
man. Especially  the  great  plain  south  of  the  town.  This 
had  been  already  cleared  aird  enriched  by  the  natives* 
The  vast  quantities  of  shells  and  manure,  which,  in  a 
course  of  ages,  they  had  brought  upon  it  from  the  sea, 
had  contributed  much  to  the  natural  richness  of  the  soiL 
There  were  also  nearly  adjoining  to  this,  several  necks,  or 
points  of  land,  near  the  sea,  clear,  rich  and  fertile,  pre- 
pared for  immediate  improvement.     These,   with  the  in- 

'^  Mr.  Pniddea  it  fieemi  preached  at  Weathersfield,  the  sunuaer  bsfore 
the  people  removed  to  Milford*  '  ^' 
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dustry  of  the  inhabitants,  soon  afforded  them  a  comforta-  Boo*  U 
ble  subsistence.*  v^"v-^^ 

At  the  same  time  when  these  settlements  commenced,    1639. 
two  new  ones  were  made  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Con« 
necticut. 

Mr.  Ludlow,  who  went  with  the  troops  in  pursuit  of  the  ^'•^'J*' 
Pequots,  to  Sasco,t  the  great  swamp  in  Fairfield,  was  so  ^^n  aett 
pleased  with  that  fine  tract  of  country,  that ^e  soon  pro-  tie  Pair- 
jectedthe  scheine  of  a  settlement  in  that  part  of  the  colo-^W* 
ny.     This  year,  he,   with  a  number  of  others,   began  a 
plantation  at  Unquowa,  which  was  the  Indian  name  of  the 
town>     At  firsf  there  were  but  about  eight  or  ten  families. 
These,  probably,  removed  from  Windsor,  with  Mr.  Lud- 
low,  who  was  the  principal   planter.     Very  soon  after, 
another  company  came  from  Watertown  and  united  witl) 
Mr.  Ludlow  and  the  people  from  Windsor.     A  third  com^ 
pany  removed  into  the  plantation  from  Concord  ;  so  that 
the  inhabitants  soon  became  numerous,  and  formed  them- 
fielves  into  a  distinct  township,   under  the  jurisdiction  of 
Connecticut.     The  first  adventurers   purchased  a  large 
tract  of  land  of  the  natives,  and  soon  after  Connecticut  ob- 
tained charter  privileges,  the  general  assembly  gave  them 
a  patent.     The  township  comprises  the  four  parishes  of 
f^airfield.  Green's  farms,   Greenfield  and  Reading;    and 
part  of  the  parish  of  Stratfield.     The  lands  in  this  tract  are 
excellent,  and  at  an  early  period  the  town  became  weal- 
thy and  respectable. 

Settlements  commenced  the  same  year  at  Cupheag  and  ^***l*^ 
Pughquonquck,  since  named  Stratford.     That  part  which  stratford, 
contains  the  town  plat,  and  lies  upon  the  river,  was  called  or  Cup- 
Cupheag,  and  the  western  part,  bordering  on   Fairfield,  ^^^S* 
Pughquonnuck.     It  appears  that  settlements  were  made  in 
boui  these  places  at  the  same  time.     Mr.  Fairchild,  who 
was  a  principal  planter,  and  the  first  eendenian  in  the  town 
vested  with  civil  authority,  came  directly  from  England. 
Mr.  John  and  Mr.  William  Curtiss  and  Mr.  Samuel  Haw- 
ley  were  from  Roxbiury,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Judson  and  Mr. 
Timol^iy  Wilcoxson    from  Concord,    in   Massachusetts. 
These  were  the  first  principal  gentlemen  in  the  town  and 
church  of  Stratford.     A  few  years  after  the  setdement  com- 
menced, Mr.  Joht^Birdseye  removed  from  Milford,  and 
became  a  man  of  eminence  both  in  the  town  and  churchy 
There  were  also  several  of  the  chief  planters  from  Boston, 
and  Mr.  Samuel  Wells,  with  his  three  sons,  John,  Thomas 

*  Manuscripts  of  Mr.  Rueg;les. 

t  It  has  also  beea  caJled  requot  swamp,  on  the  accoujit  of  tl}e  inemor^H 
\ie  btttle  foogl)t  in  thb  place  wrtU  the  Pequott. 
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Book  L  and  Samuel,  from  Weathersfield.  Mr.  Adam  BlackmanJ 
^^^^r^%^  who  had  been  episcopally  ordained  in  England,  and  a 
1539,  preacher  of  some  note,  first  at  Leicester,  and  afterwards 
in  Derbyshire,  was  their  minister,  and  one  of  the  first  plants 
ers*  It  is  said,  that  he  was  followed  by  a  number  of  the 
faithful  into  this  country,  to  whom  he  was  so  dear,  that  they 
said  to  him,  in  the  language  of  Ruth,  '^  Intreat  us  not  to 
leave  thee,  for  whither  thou  goest  we  will  go ;  thy  people 
shall  be  our  people,  and  thy  God  our  God."  These,  douDt- 
l^ss,  collected  about  him  in  this  infant  settlement. 

The  whole  township  was  purchased  of  the  natives ;  but, 
at  first,  Cupheag  and  Pughquonnuck  only,  where  the  set- 
tlements began.  The  purchase  was  not  completed  until 
1672.  There  was  a  reservation  of  good  lands  at  Pugh^p 
Guonnuck,  Golden  hill,  and  another  place,  called  Coram, 
ior  the  improvement  of  the  Indians^ 

The  town  is  bounded  upon  the  east  by  the  Housatonick, 
or  Stratford  river ;  on  the  south  by  the  Sound ;  by  Fair- 
field on  the  west ;  and  Newtown  on  the  north.  It  com- 
prises these  four  parishes,  Stratford,  Ripton,  North-Strat- 
ford and  New-Stratford,  and  a  considerable .  part  of  Strat- 
field.  The  lands  in  this  town,  like  those  in  Fairfield,  are 
good,  and  its  situation  is  exceedingly  beautiful  and  agrees 
able. 

While  these  plantations  were  forming  in  the  south-west<v 
em  part  of  Connecticut,  another  commenced  on  the  west 
side  of  the  mouth  of  Connecticut  river.  A  fort  had  been 
built  here  in  1635  and  1636,  and  preparations  had  been 
made  for  the  reception  of  gentlemen  of  quality;  but  the 
war  with  the  Fequots,  the  uncultivated  state  of  the  country, 
and  the  low  coDoi lion  of  the  colony,  prevented  the  coming 
of  any  principal  character  from  England,  to  take  posses- 
sion of  a  township,  and  makesettlements  in  this  tract.  Un» 
til  this  time,  there  had  been  only  a  garrison  of  about  twei>- 
ty  men  in  the  place.  They  had  made  some  small  improve- 
ment of  the  lands,  and  erected  a  few  buildings  in  toe  vi- 
cinity of  the  fort;  but  there  had  been  no  setdement  of  a 
plantation  with  civil  priviliees.  But  about  midsummer, 
Mr.  George  Fenwick,  with  his  lady  and  family,  arrived  in 
a  ship  of  250  tons.  Another  ship  came  in  company  with 
him.  They  were  both  for  Quinnipiackv  Mr.  Fenwick 
and  others,  came  over  with  a  view  to  take  possession  of  a 
large  tract  upon  the  river,  in  behalf  of  their  lordships,  the 
original  patentees,  and.  to  pl^^nt  a  to.wn  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river.  A  setdement  was  soon  made,  and  named  Saybrook, 
in  honour  to  their  lordships,  Say  and  Seal  and  Brook.  Mc* 
Fenwick,  Mr.  Tl^ooAS^  retefs,  who  w^s  the  first  minister 
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In  the  plantation,  captain  Gardiner,  Thomas  Leffingwell,  Book  L 
Thomas  Tracy,  and  captain  John  Mason,  were  some  of  v^^^v^^i/ 
the  principal  planters*  Indeed,  the  Huntingtons,  Bald-  16374 
wins,  Reynolds^s,  Backus's,  Bliss's^  Watermans,  Hydes,  ^ 
Posts,  Smiths,  and  almost  all  the  names  afterwards  to  be 
found  at  Norwich,  were  among  the  first  inhabitants  of  Say- 
brook.  The  government  of  the  town  was  entirely  inde- 
pendent of  Connecticut,  for  nearly  ten  years,  until  after 
the  purchase  made  of  Mr.  Fen  wick,  in  1644*  It  was  first 
taxea  by  the  colony  in  the  October  session,  1645 ;  and  it 
appears  by  the  tax  imposed,  that  the  proportion  of  the 
towns  of  Hartfordj  Windsor,  and  Weathersfield,  were  to 
this,  as  six  to  one.  The  plantation  did  not  increase  to  any 
considerable  degree  until  about  the  year  1646,  when  Mr^ 
James  Fitch,  a  famous  young  gentleman,  was  ordained  to 
the  pastoral  care  of  the  church  and  congregation  ;  and  a 
considerable  number  of  families  from  Hartford  and  Wind* 
sor  removed  and  made  settlements  in  the  town.  Its  oriei^ 
nal  boundaries  extended  eastward  five  miles  beyond  the 
river,  and  from  its  mouth  northward  six  miles ;  including" 
a'  considerable  part  of  the  town  of  Lyme.  Westward  they 
extended  to  Hammonasset,  the  Indian  name  of  the  tract 
comprised  in  the  limits  of  Killingworth,  and  north  eight 
miles  from  the  sea.  Mr.  Fenwick  and  captain*  Mason 
were  magistrates,  and  had  the  principal  government  of  the 
towa* 

Great  difficulties  had  arisen  the  last  year,  between  the  Troublet 
English  at  Pyquaug,  now  Weathersfield,  and  Sowheag  and  e^]|^^*"' 
his  Indians*    It  was  discovered,  that  some  of  the  Indians  with  the 
at  Pyquaug,  under  Sowheag,  had  been  aiding  the  Pequots  Indhms 
in  the  destruction  which  they  had  made  there  the  prece- 
ding year,  and  were  instrumental  of  bringrag  them  against 
the  town.     Sowheag  entertained  the  murderers,  and  treat- 
ed the  people  of  Weathersfield  with  haughtiness  and  insult* 
The  court  at  Connecticut,  on  hearing  tne  differences,  de- 
termined, that,  as  the  Enelish  at  Weathersfield,  had  been 
the  aggressors,  and  gave  the  first  provocation,  the  injuries 
which  Sowheag  had  done  should  be  forgiven,  and  that  he 
Sihould,  on  his  good  conduct  for  the  future,  be  restorM  to 
their  friendship.     Mr.  Stone  and  Mr.  Goodwin  were  ap- 

Eointed  a  committee  to  compromise  all  differences  with  Cotrrt  at 
im.     However,  as  Sowheag  could  not,  by  any  arguments,  Conaecti- 
or  fair  means,  be  persuaded  to  give  up  the  murderers,  but  ^^  ^Su» 
continued  his  outrages  against  the  English,  the  court,  this  mbes  to 

dispatch 
*  Though  captain  Masoo  wis  appointed  major-general  of  the  militia  of  100  men  to 
the  colony,  yet  be  was  always  called  captain,  or  major,  npon  the  records ;  Mattab§« 
m  cooformi^  to  which  I  bate  uoifoimly  given  him  those  titles.  s^ck.  * , 


•* 
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Book  L  ^ear,  determined,  that  a  hundred  men  should  be  sent  down 
v^^^vw  to  M attabeseck,  to  take  the  delinquents  by  force  of  arms. 
1639.    The  court  ordered,  that  their  friends  at  Quinnipiack  shouldl 
be  certiiied  of  this  resolution,  that  they  mi^ht  adopt  tbef 
measures  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  plantations.     It 
was,  also,  determined  to  have  their  advice  and  consent  ini 
an  affair  of  such  general, concernment. 
New-Ha-       Governor  Eaton  and  his  council  fully  approved  of  the 
veo  ob-      design  of  bringing  the  delinquents  to  condign  punishment ) 
jects,  and  but  they  disapproved  of  Ihe  manner  proposed  by  Con- 
fi!om  UiT   Pcct>cu^»     They  feared  that  it  would  be  introductive  to  a 
aes^D.       new  Indian  war.     This  they  represented  would  ereatly 
endanger  the  new  settlements,  and  be  many  ways  injurious 
and  distressing.     They  wanted  peace,  all  their  ttien  and 
money,  to  prosecute  the  design  of  planting  the  country* 
They  represented  that  a  new  war  would  not  only  injure  the 
plantations  in  these  respects,  but  would  prevent  the  com- 
ing over  of  new  planters,  whom  they  expected  froni  Eng- 
land.    They  were,  therefore,  determmately  against  seeK- 
ing  redress  by  an  armed  forces    Connecticut,  through  their 
influence,   receded  from  the  resolution  which  they  had 
formed  with  respect  to  Sowheag  and  Mattabeseck. 
l^xpedi-         Nevertheless,  as  the  Pequots  had  violated  their  cove- 
^■^^^^hant,  and  planted  at  Pa wcatuck,  in  the  Pequot  country, 
Peqiiot^     ihe  court  dispatched  major  Mason,  with  forty  men,  to  drive 
Septem-     them  off,  burn  their  wijgwams,  and  bring  away  their  com.* 
^^'  Uncas,  with  a  hundredTmen  qnd  twenty  canoes,  assisted  in 

the  enterprise.'  When  they  arrived  at  Pawcatuck  bay, 
major  Mason  met  with  three  of  the  Pequot  Indians,  and 
sent  them  to  inform  thfe  others  of  the  design  of  his  coming, 
and  what  he  should  do,  unless  they  would  peaceably  desert 
the  place.  They  promised  to  give  him  an  immediate  an^^^ 
swer,  but  never  returned. 

The  major  sailed  up  a  small  river,  landed,  and  beset  the 
ti'igwams  so  suddenly,  that  the  Indians  Were  unable  to  car- 
ry off  either  their  corn  or  treasures.  Some  of  the  old  men 
had  not  time  to  make  their  escape.  As  it  was  now  Indian 
harvest,  he  found  a  great  plenty  of  corn. 
Indiair  While  Uncas's  Indians  were  plundering  the  wigwams, 

fighiiog.  about  sixty  others  came  rushing  down  a  hill  towards  them. 
The  Moheagans  stood  perfectly  still,  and  spake  not  a  word, 
until  they  came  within  about  thirty  yards  of  them ;  th^n, 
shouting  and  yelling,  in  their  terrible  manner,  they  ran  to 
meet  them,  and  fell  upon  them,  striking  with  bows,  and  cut- 
ting with  knives  and  hatchets,  in  their  mode  of  fighting. 
Indeed,  it  scarcely  deserved  the  name  of  fighting.   It,  how-' 

*  R^cordi  of  Coonecticttt. 
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tver,  afforded  something  new  and  amusing  to  the  English,  Book  h 
as  they  were  now  spectators  of  an  Indian  battle.  The  ma-  s^-v\^/ 
jor  made  a  movement  to  cut  off  their  retreat,  which  they  1639« 
perceived,  and  instantly  fled.  As  it  was  not  desired  to  kill, 
or  irritate  the  Indians  more  than  was  absolutely  necessary, 
the  English  made  no  fire  upon  them.  Seven  Indians  were 
taken.  They  behaved  so  outrageously,  that  it  was  de- 
signed to  take  off  their  heads ;  but  oiie  Otash,  a  Narragan- 
ket  sachem^  brother  to  Miantonimoh,  pleaded  that  they 
might  be  spared,  because  they  were  his  brother's  nnien,  who 
was  a  friend  to  the  English.  He  offered  to  deliver  the 
heads  of  so  many  murderers  in  lieu  of  them.  The  English, 
considering  that  no  blood  had  been  shed,  and  that  the  pro- 
posal tended  both  to  mercy  aiid  peace,  granted  the  reouest. 
The  Indians  were  committed  to  the  care  of  Uncas,  until  the 
Conditions  should  be  performed. 

The  light  of  the  next  morning  no  sooner  appeared,  than 
the  English  discovered  three  hundred  Indians  in  arms,  oil 
the  opposite  side  of  the  creek  in  which  they  lay. 

Upon  this,  the  soldiers  immediately  stood  to  their  arms. 
The  Indians  were  alarmed  at  the  appearance  of  the  Eng- 
lish; some  fled,  and  others  secreted  themselves  behind 
rocks  and  trees,  so  that  a  man  of  them  could  not  be  seen. 
The  English  called  to  them,  representing  their  desire  of 
speaking  with  them.  Numbers  of  them  rose  up,  and  major 
Mason  acquainted  them  with  the  Pequots'  breach  of  cove- 
nant with  the  English,  as  they  were  not  to  settle  or  plant 
in  any  part  of  their  country.*  The  Indians  replied,  that 
the  Peqiiots  were  good  men,  and  that  they  would  fieht  for 
them,  and  protect  them.  Major  Mason  told  them  it  was 
not  far  to  the  head  of  the  creek ;  that  he  would  aeet  them 
there^  and  they  mieht  try  what  they  could  do  at  fighting. 
l*he  Indians  replied,  they  would  not  fight  with  l^glish- 
men,  for  they  were  spirits ;  but  they  would  fight  with  Un- 
cas. The  major  assured  them,  that  he  should  spend  the 
day  in  burning  wigwams,  and  carrying  off  the  corn,  and  . 
they  might  fight  when  they  had  an  opportunity.  The  Eng- 
lish beat  up  their  drum,  and  fired  their  wigwams,  but  they 
dared  not  to  engage  them.  The  English  loaded  their  bark 
with  Indian  corn,  and  the  Indians  the  twenty  canoes  in 
which  they  passed  to  Pawcatuck,  and  thirty  more,  which 
they  took  from  the  Indians  there,  with  kettles,  irays,  mats, 
and  other  Indian  luggage,  and  returned  jn  safety.* 

Durine  these  transactions  in  Connecticut,  the  Dutch,  at  Appreben- 
New-Netherlands,  were  increasing  in  numbers  and  strength.  Jj^J'j'j^ 
A  new  governor,  William  Kieft,  a  man  gf  ability  and  eu-  ^  *^*^* 
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Book  I.  ternrisc,  had  arrivid  at  their  seat  of  government.  Kieft 
^^.^^s/'^^  had  prohibited  the  English  trade  at  the  fort  of  Good  Hope, 
1639.  in  Hartford,  and  protested  against  the  settlement  at  Quin-* 
nipiack.*  These  circumstances  gave  some  alarm  to  tht 
English  in  Connecticut.  The  court  at  Hartfoiti  appointed 
a  committee  to  go  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  to  con- 
sult with  Mr.  Fenwick,  relative  to  a  general  confederation 
of  the  colonies,  for  mutuat  oflfence  and  defence.     The  de- 

Euty-governor,  Mr.  Ludbw,  Mr.  Thomas  Wells,  and  Mr- 
looker,  went  upon  this  business.     They  were,  also,  in- 
structed ky  confer  with  Mr.  Fenwick,  relative  to  the  patent. 
Atteiytt   ^he  court  approved  of  the  conduct  of  the  committee,  and, 
^yjJJI^ with  respect  to  the  article  of  confederation,  declared  its 
willingness  to  enter  into  a  mutual  agreement  of  offence  and 
'.  defence,  and  of  all  oflBces  of  love  between  the  colonies. 

Mr.  Fenwick  was  in  favour  of  an  union  of  the  New-Eng- 
land colonies.  With  respect  to  the  patent  of  the  river,  it 
was  agreed,  that  the  affair  should  rest,  until  the  minds  of 
the  noolemen  and  gentkmen  particularly  interested,  could 
be  more  fully  known. 

Governor  Haynes  and  Mr.  Wells  were  appointed  to  re- 
pair to  Puehquonnuck,  and  administer  the  oath  of  fidelity 
to  the  inhabitants ;  to  admit  such  of  them  as  were  qualified 
to  the  privileges  of  freemen;  and  to  appoint  officers  for  the 
town,  both  civil  and  military.    They,  were,  also,  authorised 
to  invile  the  freemen  to  seinl  their  depuUes  to  the  general 
courts  at  Hartford.t 
Oct.  10th,      At  an  adjourned  General  Assembly,  the  court  incorpo- 
towns  in-  rated  the  several  towns  in  the  colonies,  vesting  them  with 
tedT^'*"    ^""  powers  to  transact  their  own  affairs.     It  was  enacted, 
that  they  should  have  power  to  choose,  from  among  them- 
Town        selves,  three,  five,  or  seven  of  their  principal  men,  to  be  a 

sStutecT'  ^^"'^  ^^  ^^^^  town.  One  of  the  three,  five,  or  seven,  was 
to  be  chosen  moderator.  The  major  part  of  them,  always 
including,  him,  constituted  a  auorum.  A  casting  voice  was 
allowed  him,  in  cases  in  which  there  was  an  equal  division. 
He,  or  any  two  of  the  court,  were  authorised  to  summon 
the  parties  to  appear  at  the  time  and  place  appointed,  and 
might  grant  execution  against  the  party  offending.  They 
were  authorised  to  determine  all  matters  of  trespass  or  debt, 
not  exceeding  foily  shillings.  An  appeal  might  be  made 
from  this  court,  at  any  time  before  execution  was  giveik 
out.     This  court  was  appointed  to  sit  once  in  two  months* 

•  Smith's  Hist.  N.  York,  p.  3. 

t  It  was  not  unQ»oal  for  the  General  Assembly  to  fine  its  membert.  Mr. 
Ludlow,  the  deputj-govemor,  was  fined  for  absence,  and  foK  bis  conduct  mt 
Pvgbqaonnuck.  It  was,  probably,  on  the  account  of  the  displeafure  of  Um 
court  towanis  bbi,  that  tilis  comiuittiie  were  appointed. 
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It  was  ordained,  that  every  town  should  keep  a  public  Boole  L 
ledger,  in  which  every  man's  house  and  lands,  with  the  v^-v^-w/ 
boundaries  and  quantity,  according  to  the  nearest  estima-    1639* 
lion,  should  be  recorded.     All  lands  also  granted  and  mea- 
sured to  any  man  afterwards,  and  all  bargains  and  mort- 
5 ages  of  lands  were  to  be  put  on  record.     Until  this  was 
one,  they  were  to  be  of  no  validity.     The  towns  were,  *    *^ 

also,  empowered  to  dispose  of  their  own  lands.     This  wa$  '*  !^ 

the  origin  of  the  privileges  of  particular  towns  in  Con- 
necticut. ■  - 

Besides  the  court  in  each  town,  tbere  was  the  coui*t  of  « 
magistrates,  termed  the  particular  court.     This  held  a  set*    *  f, 
^ion  once  in  three  months.     To  this  lay  all  appeals  from^  '   * 
the  other  courts.     In  this  were  tried  all  criminal  causes  "^a- 

and  actions  of  debt,  exceeding  forty  shillings,  and  all^  titles  ^       ' 

of  land.  Indeed,  this  court  possessed  all  the  authority, 
and  did  all  ihe  business  now  possessed  and  done  by  the 
counrty  and  superior  courts.  For  a  considerable  time,  they 
were  vested  with  such  discretionary  powers,  as  none  of  the 
courts  at  this  day  would  venture  to  exercise. 

Nepaupuck,  a  famous  Pec^ot  captain,  who  had  frequent- 
ly stamed  his  hands  in  English  blood,  was  condemned  by 
tbt  General  Court  at  Quinnipiack,  for  murder.  It  appear-  Oct.  aotfaf 
ed,  that  in  the  year  1637,  he  killed  John  Finch,  of  Weath- 
ersfield,  and  captivated  one  of  Mr.  Swain's  daughters.  He 
had  also  assisted  in  killing  the  three  men,  who  were  going 
down  Connecticut  river  in  a  shallop^  ^is  bead  was  cut 
off,  and  set  upon  9  pole  in  the  market  place. 

h  will,  doubtless,  hardly  be  granted,  in  this  enlightened 
age,  that  the  subjects  of  princes,  killing  men  by  their  orders, 
in  war,  ought  to  be  treated  as  murderers.  Though  the 
first  planters  qf  New-En^and  and  Connecticat.  were  men 
of  eminent  piety  and  strict  morals,  yet,  like  other  good 
men,  they  were  subject  to  misconception  and  the  influence 
of  passion.  Their  beheading  sachems,  whom  they  took  in 
war,  killing  the  male  captives,  and  enslaving  the  women 
and  children  of  the  Pequots,  after  it  was  finished,  was  treat- 
ing them  with  a  severity,  whieli^qn  the  benevolent  princi- 
ples of  Christianity,  it  will  be  diAcult  ever  to  justify.  The 
executing  of  all  those  as  murderers,  who  were  active  in 
killing  any  of  the  English  people,  and  obliging  all  tb^  Int 
dian  nations  to  bring  in  such  persons,  or  £eir  haads,  was 
an  act  of  severity  unpractised,  at  this  day,  by  piyilizea  and 
christian  nations^  The  decapitation  of  their  enemies,  and 
the  setting  of  their  heads  upon  po\ea^  was  a  kind  of  barba- 
rous triumph,  too  neatly  symbolizing  with  the  examples  of 
uncivilized  and  pagan  nations*    The  further  we  are  remo/ 
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]BooK  I.  ved  from  every  resemblance  of  these,  and  the  more  deeply 

S^^v^^w^  we  imbibe  those  divine  precepts,  "  Love  your  enemies : 

1640.    Whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should  do  unto  you,  do  ye 

even  so  to  them,'' — the  greater  will  be  our  dignity  an<| 

happiness. 


eHAPTER  VIL 

*  7%e  pr0gres8  of  purchase,  settlement^  and  law,  in  the  cp&»* 

nies  of  Connecticut  and  Jfew-Haven.  The  effect  of  ih%. 
conquest  of  the  Pequots  on  the  natives,  and  the  manner  u% 
which  they  were  treated.  Purchases  of  them*  Towns  set' 
tied.  Divisions  at  WecUherfield  occasion  the  settlement  o/* 
..  Stamford.  Troubles  with  the  Dutch  and  Indians.  Capi'- 
tal  laws  of  Connecticut.  The  confederation  of  the  United 
Colonies.  Further  troubles  with  the  Indians.  Victory  of 
Uncas  over  the  Narragansets,  and  capture  of  their  sacheni^ 
The  advice  of  the  cori\missioners  respecting  Miantoninudu 
His  execution.  Precautions  of  the  colonies  to  prevent  Toar^ 
The  Dutch,  harassed  by  an  Indian  war,  aj^ly  to  Jfem* 
Haven  for  assistance. 

ALTHOUGH  the  conquest  of  the  Pequots  extended  the 
claim  of  Connecticut  to  a  great  proportion  of  the  iandft 
in  the  settled  part  of  the  colony,  yet,  to  remove  all  grounds 
of  complaint  or  uneasiness,  the  English  planters  made  fm. 
purchases  of  almost  the  whole  tract  of  country  within  the 
settled  part  of  Connecticut. 
Claims  of      After  the  conquest  of  the  Pequots,  in  consequence  of  thei 
dSaiir  and  ^ov®"^'*^  made  with  Uncas,  in  1638,  and  the  gift  of  a  hun- 
tbe  mao-    cl^^d  Pequots  to  him,  he  became  important.  A  considerable 
iier  in       number  of  Indians  collected  to  him,  so  that  he  became  one 
S'^^*  of  the  principal  sachems  in  Connecticut,  and  even  in  New- 
tr«lted      England.    At  some  times  he  was  able  to  raise  four  or  five 
ilH^       faiindred  warriors.    As  the  Pequots  were  now  conquered, 
and  as  he  assisted  in  the  conquest,  arid  was  a  Pequot  htm* 
«elf,  he  laid  claim  to  all  that  extensive  tract  called  the  Mo- 
heagan  or  Pequot  country.     Indeed,  it  seems  he  claimed^ 
and  was  allowed  to  sell  some  part  of  (hat  tract  which  was 
the  principal  seat  of  the  Pequots.    The  sachems  in  other 
parts  of  Conhecticot,  who  had  been  conquered  l)y  the  Pe»- 

auots,  and  made  their  aHies,  or  tributaries,  consklere^ 
lemnelves,  by  the  conquest  of  this  hai^bty  nalion^  as 
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stored  to  their  former  rights.  They  claimed  to  be  inde-  Book  L 
pendent  sovereigns,  ana  to  have  a  title  to  all  the  lands  \^^\^<^^ 
ivhich  they  had  at  any  time  before  possessed.  The  plan-  1640, 
(ers  therefore,  to  show  their  justice  to  the  heathen,  and  tp 
maintain  the  peace  of  the  country,  from  time  to  time,  pur* 
chased  of  the  respective  sachems  and  their  Indians,  all  the 
lands  which  they  settled,  excepting  the  towns  of  New-Lon- 
don, Groton  and  Stonington,  which  were  considered  as 
the  peculiar  seat  of  the  Pequot  nation.  The  inhabitants  of 
WitKlsor,  Hartford,  and  Weathersfield,  either  at  the  time 
p[  their  settlement,  or  soon  after,  bought  all  those  exten* 
aive  tracts,  which  they  settled,  of  the  native,  original  pror 
prietors  of  the  country.  Indeed,  Connecticut  planters 
generally  made  repeated  purchases  of  their  lands.  The 
colony  not  only  bought  the  Moheagan  country  of  Uncas, 
JHit  afterwards  all  the  particular  towns  were  purchased 
again,  either  of  him  or  nis  successors,  when  the  settle* 
ments  in  them  commenced.  Besides,  the  colony  was  often 
pbliged  to  renew  its  leagues  with  Uncas  and  his  successors, 
the  Moheagan  sachems  ;  and  to  make  new  presents  and 
take  new  deeds,  to  keep  friendship  with  the  Indians  and 
fpreserve  the  peace  of  the  country.  The  colony  was  obli- 
ged to  defend  Uncas  from  his  enemies,  which  was  an  ocr 
casion  of  no  small  trouble  and  expense.  The  laws  obliged 
the  inhabitants  of  the  several  towns  to  reserve  unto  the  na- 
tives a  sufficient  cjuantity  of  planting  ground.  They  were 
^owed  to  hunt  and  fish  upon  all  the  lands  no  less  than  the 
jBnglisb. 

The  colonies  made  laws  for  their  protection  from  insult, 
fraud  and  violence.^  The  inhabitants  sujfTered  them  to 
erect  wigwams,  and  to  live  on  the  ver^  lands  which  they 
luul  purcnased  of  them ;  and  to  cut  their  fire  wood  on  their 
«flinclosed  lands,  for  more  than  a  whole  century,  after  the 
.settlements  began.  The  lands,  therefore,  though  really 
worth  nothing  at  that  time,  cost  the  planters  very  consid- 
erable sums,  besides  the  purchase  of  their  patents  and  the 
right  of  pre-emption« 

In  purcfaasiog  the  lauds  and  making  settlements,  in  a 
wildmieM,  the  first  planters  of  Connecticut  expended 
greai  estates.  It  has  oeen  the  opinion  of  the  best  judges, 
who  have  had  the  most  perfect  ac<]uaiiitance  with  the  an- 
cient afiairs  of  the  colony,  that  many  of  the  adventurers 
expended  more,  in  making  settlements  in  Connecticut,  than 
all  the  lands  and  buildings  were  worth,  after  all  the  im- 
proveoients  whkh  tkej  md  made  upon  them.f 


•Tlieaeftctiiuvitf^acowtaiMdb^rtfaeTecordAofaiccokiii^  and  of 
tlie  respective  towns, 
t  Tbii  wu  the  gcaenl  opioioo  sbmnic  mm  of  extentive  knowkd;^  uv, 
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Book  !•     At  ihe  general  election  in  Connecticut,  this  year,   Mr. 

v^*v-w/  Hopkins  was  chosen  governor,  and  Mr.  Haynes  deputy 
1640.    governor..    Mr.  Ludloinr  was  chosen   magistrate  in  the 

Ekctioa  &t  place  of  Mr.  Hopkins.     The  other  magistrates  were  the 

)S*rtfonI.  same  who  were  elected  the  last  year.  The  same  govern- 
or, deputy  governor  and  magistrates,  who  were  in  office,  at 
New-Haven,  the  last  year,  were  re-elected  for  this. 

As  the  colonists,  both  in  Connecticut  and  New-Haven, 
were  the  patentees  of  Lord  Say  and  Seal,  Lord  Brook  and 
the  other  gentlemen  interested  in  the  old  Connecticut  pa- 
tent, and  as  that  patent  covered  a  large  tract  of  country, 
both  colonies  were  desirous  of  securing  the  native  title  to 
the  lands,   with  all  convenient  dispatch.     Several  .large 

Snrchases  were  made  this  year  both  by  Connecticut  and 
ew-Haven. 

Connecticut  made  presents  to  Uncas,  the  Moheagan  sa- 
chem, to  his  satisfaction,  and  on  the  1st  of  September  1640, 
obtained  of  him  a  clear  and  ample  deed  of  all  his  lands 
in  Connecticut,  except  the  lands  which  were  then  planted. 
These  he  reserved  for  himself  and  the  Mohea?ans. 

The  same  year,  governor  Haynes,  in  benalf  of  Hart- 
ford, made  a  purchase  of  Tunxis,  including  the  towns  of 
Karmington  and  Southington,  and  extending  westward  as 
far  as  the  Mohawk  country. 

The  people  of  Connecticut,  about  the  same  time,  pur- 
chased Waranoke  and  soon  began  a  plantation  there,  since 
c^led  Westfield.  Governor  Hopkins  erected  a  trading 
house  and  had  a  considerable  intertest  in  the  plantation. 

Mr.  Ludlow  made  a  purchase  of  the  eastern  part  of  Nor- 
walk,  between  Saugatuck  and  Norwalk  rivers.  Captain 
Patrick  bought  the  middle  part  of  the  town.  A  few  fami- 
lies seem  to  have  planted  themselves  in  the  town  about  the 
time  of  these  purchases,  but  it  was  not  properly  settled  un« 
til  about  the  year  1651.  The  planters  then  made  a  pur- 
chase of  the  western  part  of  the  town.* 

About  the  same  time  Robert  Feaks  and  Daniel  Patrick 
bought  Greenwich.  The  purchase  was  made  in  behalf  of 
New-Haven,  but  through  the  intrigue  of  the  Dutch  gov- 
ernor, and  the  treachery  of  the  purchasers,  the  first  in- 
habitants revolted  to  the  Dutch.  They  were  incorporated 
and  vested  with  town  privileges  by  Peter  Stuyvesant,  gov- 

Maasachufetts,  as  we\i  as  ia  Cofinecticut.  Govenor  HqtchiDSOD,  m  i^ 
manuscript  whkfa  be  wrote  afloat  the  stamp  act,  observed,  that  laod  ia 
New-Eoglaod,  at  the  time  of  its  settlement,  was  of  no  yaliie. 

*  The  first  purchases  were  of  the  wicbeia,  Maioechimoh.  Mr.  Ludlow** 
deed  bears  date  Feb.  S6th,  1640,  and  Capt.  Patnck's  April  aOth,  1640. 
The  western  purchase  was  of  a  sachem  called  BQckia|;heafe.  It  |ffDC« 
appears  that  ti^re  were  two  sacheiai  in  tbii  towD. 
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ernor  of  New-Netherlands^     The  inhabitants  were  driven  Book  h 
off  by  the  Indians,  in  their  war  with  the  Dutch  y  and  made  v.^^n/%^ 
no  great  progress  in  the  settlement  until  after  Connecticut    I640,. 
obtained  the  charter,  and  they  were  taken  under  the  juris- 
diction of  this  colony. 

Captain  Howe  and  other  Englishmen,  in  behalf  of  Con-' 
necticut,  purchased  a  large  tract  of  the  Indians^  the  origin- 
1^1  proprietors,  on  Long- Island.  This  tract  extended  from 
the  eastern  part  of  Oyster  bay  to  the  western  part  of  Howe'* 
or  Holmes's  bay  to  the  middle  of  the  great  plain.  It  lay 
OD  the  northern  part  of  the  island  and  extended  southwara 
about  half  its  breadth.  Settlements  were  immediately  be- 
gun upon  the  lands ;  and  by  the  year  1642,  had  made  con- 
sideraole  advancement. 

New-Haven  made  a  purchase  of  all  the  lands  at  Rippo-  Purchase^ 
warns.     This  purchase  was  made  of  Ponus  and  Toquam-  jl^*^" 
sEe7  the  two  sachems  of  that  tract,  which  contained  the  "*^^"* 
whole  town  of  Stamfojxl.     A  reservation  of  planting  ground 
was  made  for  the  Indians.t 

Another  large  purchase,  sufficient  for  a  number  of  plan-> 
tations,  was  made  by  captain  Turner,  agent  for  New-Ha- 
ven, on  both  sides  of  Delaware  bay  or  river.  This  pur- 
chase was  made  with  a  view  to  trade,  and  for  the  settle- 
ment of  churches  in  gospel  order  and  purity.  The  colony 
of  New-Haven  erected  trading  houses  upon  the  lands,  and 
sent  nearly  fifty  families  to  make  settlements  upon  them* 
The  settlements  were  made  under  the  jurisdiction  of  New- 
Haven,  and  in  close  combination  with  that  colony  in  all 
their  fundamental  articles. 

It  also  appears,  that  New-Haven,  or  their  confederates, 

f purchased  and  settled  Yennycock,  Southhold,  on  Long- 
sland.  Mr.  John  Youngs,  who  bad  been  a  minister  at 
Hinehara  in  England,  came  ever,  with  a  considerable  part 
of  bis  church,  and  here  fixed  his  residence.  He  gather- 
ed his  church  anew,  on  the  21st  of  October,  and  the  plan- 
ters united  themselves  with  New-Haven.  However,  they 
soon  departed  fi'om  the  rule  of  appointing  none  to  office,  or 
of  admitting  none  to  be  freemen,  but  members  of  the 
church.  New-Haven  insisted  on  this  as  a  fundamental  ar- 
ticle of  their  constitution.  They  were,  therefore,  for  a 
number  of  years,  obliged  to  conform  to  this  law  of  the  ju- 
risdiction. Some  of  the  principal  men  were  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Youngs,  Mr.  William  Wells,  Mr.  Barnabas  Horton, 
Thomas  Mapes,  John  Tuthill  and  Matthias  Corwin. 
Laws  were  enacted,  both  by  Connecticut  and  New-Ha- 

t  The  pnrchate  was  made  by  captain  Nathaniel  Turner,  agent  for  New 
Haven.    It  cost  about  thirty  poands  sterling. 


i 


190  msTotiif  o^  (?HAP.  \ih 

Book  L  v^if,  pix>hibiting  all  purchases  of  the  fhdians,  hy  private 
N^">^-%^  persons,  or  companies^  without  the  consent  of  their  res* 
1640.    pective  general  courts.     Theae  were  to  authorize  and  di- 
rect the  niannef  of  evfery  purchase* 
Sept.  5th.       Yhe  general  court,  at  New-Haven,  this  year,  made  a 
grant  of  Totoket  to  Mr*  Samuel  £aton,  brother  of  govern- 
or Eaton,  upon  condition  of  his  procuring  a  number  of  hi& 
friends,  from  England,  to  make  a  settlement  in  that  tract  of 
country. 

At  this  court  it  was  decreed,  that  the  plantation  at  Quin-^ 
nipiack  should  be  called  New-Haven. 
Ceneral         At  the  general  cflection,  this  yeaf,  at  Hartford,  John 
li^if  rd**  Haynes,  E-sq.  was  chosen  governor^  and  George  Wyllys, 
Aprils,  '  Esq.  deputy  governor.     Mr.  Hopkins  was  chosen  magis- 
1641.        trale,  and  the  other  principal  oflScers  were  re-elected. 
DivisMw       The  brethren  ot  the  church  at  Weathersiield  removed 
at  vveath-  without  their  pastor,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Phillips  ;  and,  having 
*''^*^*      no  settled  minister  at  first,  fell  into  unhappy  contentions  and 
animosities.     These  continued  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
divided  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  as  well  as  the  brethren 
of  the  church.     They  were  the  means  of  scattering  the  in- 
habitants, and  of  the  formation  of  new  settlements  and 
churches  in  other  places.     Great  pains  Were  taken,  by  the 
ministers  on  the  river,  to  compose  the  differences  and  unite 
the  church  and  town ;  but  they  were  unable  to  effect  an 
union.     Mr.  Davenport  and  some  of  the  brethren  of  the 
church  at  New-Haven  were  sent  for,  to  advise  and  attempt 
a  reconciliation.     Mr.   Davenport  and  his  brethren  gave 
advice  somewhat  different  from  that  which  had  been  given 
by  the  ministers  and  churches  on  the  river ;  and,  it  seems, 
suggested  the  expediency  of  one  of  the  parties  removing 
and  making  a  new  settlement,  if  they  could  not  by  anjr 
means  be  united  among  themselves.     Some  were  pleased 
with  the  advice,  others  disliked  it,  and  the  parties  could 
not  agree  which  of  them  should  remove.     The  churchi 
which  consisted  of  seven  members  only,  was  divided  three 
against  four.    -The  three  claimed  to  he  the  church,  and 
therefore  pleaded,  that  they  ought  not  to  remove.     The 
four,  as  they  were  the  majority,  insisted  that  it  was  their 
right  to  stay. 

The  church  at  WatertoWn,*as  they  had  not  dismissed 
^  their  brethren,  at  Weathersfield,  from  their  watch,  judged 
It  their  duty  to  make  them  a  visit,  and  to  attempt  to  b^ 
the  divisions  which  had  sprung  up  among  them.  For  this 
benevolent  purpose,  several  of  the  brethren  made  a  jour- 
ney to  Connecticut ;  but  they  succeeded  no  better  in  their 
endeavours,  than  those  who  had  been  before  them.     It 
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now  appeared  to  be  the  opinion,  that  it  was  expedient  for  Book  L 
one  01  the  parties  to  remove^  but  it  could  not  be  agreed  s-^-v-Si/ 
which  of  them  should  be  obliged  ag^in  to  make  a  new  set-    1641. 
tlement.     Atleheth  a  number  of  principal  men,  who  were 
the  most  pleased  with  the  advice  of  Mr.  Davenport  and 
the  New-Haven  brethren,  and  to  whom  the  government  of 
that  colony  was  most  agreeable,  determined  to  remove; 
and  settle  in  combination  with  New-Haven. 

Therefore,  on  the  30th  of  October,  1640,  Mr.  Andrew 
Ward  and  Mr.  Robert  Coe  of  Weathersficld,  in  behalf  of 
themselves  and  about  twenty  other  planters,  purchased 
Rippowams  of  New-Haven.     The  whole  number  obliged 

eemselves  to  remove,  i¥ith  their  families,  the  next  year, 
ifore  the  last  of  November.  This  spring  the  settlement 
commenced.  The  principal  planters  were  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Jlichard  Denton,  Mr.  Matthew  Mitchel,  Mr.  Thurston  ^ 
Rayner,  Mr.  Andrew  Ward,  Mr.  Robert  Coe,  and  Mr« 
Richard  Gildersleve.  Mr.  Denton  was  among  the  first 
planters  of  the  town,  and  continued  their  minister  about 
three  or  four  years.  After  that  time  he  removed  with  part 
of  his  church  and  congregation  to  Hempsted.  They  set- 
tled that  town  about  the  year  1643  or  1644.  ^ 

At  the  general  election,  this  year,  in  New-Haven,  Th€6-  Electkn  at 
philus  Eaton,  Esq.  was  chosen  governor,  and  Mr.  Stephen  New-Ha- 
Goodyear,  deputy  governor.     The  magistrates  were  Mr.  JJ^i^lii 
Gregson,  Mr.  Robert  Newman,  Mr.  Matthew  Gilbert  and    ' 
Mr.  Wakeman.     Thomas  Fugill  was  appointed  secretary, 
and  Mr.  Gregson  treasurer; 

Upon  the  general  election,  this  year,  at  Hartford,  there  1642. 
t^as  a  considerable  change,  with  respect  to  civil  officers.  S^^^** 
iieorge  Wyllys,  Esq.  was  elected  governor,  and  Roger 
Ludlow,  Esq.  deputy  governor.  Eight  magistrates  were 
chosen  for  Cfonnecticut.  This  is  the  first  instance  of  more 
than  six.  The  magistrates  were  John  Haynes,  Esq.  Mr. 
Phelps,  Mr.  Webster,  captain  Mason,  Mr.  Wells,  Mr* 
Whiting,  Edward  Hopkins,  Esq.  and  Mr.  William  Hop- 
kins. 

The  Indians  were  exceedingly  troublesome  this  yean  The  In* 
it  was  suspected,  that  they  were  forming  a  combination  ^f  £* 
for  a  general  war.    All  trading  with  them,  in  arms  or  any  ^^^^^ 
instruments  of  iron,  was  expressly  prohibited,  both  by 
Connecticut  and  New-Haven.     Each  colony  concerted  all 
measures  of  defence.     A  constant  watch  was  kept  in  all  the 
plantations.    Upon  the  sabbath  a  strong  guara  was  set  at 
the  places  of  public  worship. 

At  this  court,  the  magistrates  were  desired  to  write  to  P^JfJ**^ 
ihe  Dutch,  ai¥il,  m  far  as  possible,  to  prevent  their  vend-  jJutsL 
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Book  h  in^  arms  and  ammunition  to  the  natircs,  and  to  settle  all 

%,^^v-^^  disputes  between  them  and  the  colony  with  respect  to 

1642*    claims.     But  notwithstanding  all   their   endeavours,  the 

Dutch  behaved  with  CTeat  insolence,  and  did  much  dam-^ 

age  to  both  the  English  colonies. 

The  Dutch,  at  Hartford,  gave  entertainoient  to  fugitives 
from  the  English ;  helped  tnem  when  confined  to  nle  off 
"  tiieir  irons  ;  and  persuaded  servants  to  run  from  their  mas" 
ters  and  then  gave  them  entertainment.  They  purchased 
goods  which  had  been  stolen  from  the  Endish,  and  would 
not  return  them.  They  also  assisted  criminals  in  breaking 
gaol. 
Besides  these  misdemeanors,  at  Hartford,  the  Dutch 

fovemor,  William  Kieft,  caused  the  English  setdements  ou 
lOng-Island,  which  had  now  advanced,  on  the  lands  pur- 
chased by  captain  Howe,  as  far  as  Oyster  bay,  to  be  oro- 
ken  up.  Some  of  the  English  planters  were  forcibly  seiz- 
ed and  imprisoned,  and  others  driven  from  their  settle- 
ments.    These  were  injuries  done  to  Connecticut. 

To  the  colony  of  New-Haven  the  Dutch  were  still  more 
hostile  and  injurious.  Notwithstanding  the  fair  purchases 
which  that  colony  had  made,  by  their  agents  at  Delaware, 
gbvcrnor  Kieft,  without  any  legal  protest  or  warning,  dis- 
patched an  armed  force,  and  with  great  hostility,  burned 
.  the  English  trading  houses,  violently  seized  and  for  a  time 
detained  their  goods,  and  would  not  give  them  time  to 
take  an  inventory  of  them.  The  Dutch  also  look  the 
company^s  boat,  and  a  number  of  the  Enelish  planters, 
and  kept  them  as  prisoners.  The  damages  done  the  Eng- 
lish at  Delaware,  were  estimated  at  a  thousand  pounds 
sterling.* 

The  same  year  tlie  Swedish  governor  and  Dutch  agent 

uniting  in  a  crafty  design  against  Mr.  Lambertpn,  a  prin- 

}     cipal  gentleman  of  New-Haven,  made  an  injurious  attempt 

upon  his  life.     They  accused  him  of  having  joined  in  a 

?lot  with  the  Indians  to  cut  off  the  Swedes  and  Dutcli. 
'hey  attempted,  by  giving  his  men  strong  drink,  and  by 
threatenings  and  allurements,  to  influence  them  to  bear 
testimony  against  him.  They  proceeded  so  &r  as  to  im- 
prison and  try  him  for  treason.  When,  notwithstanding 
these  unfair  means,  and  that  they  were  both  his  accusers 
and  judges,  they  could  not  find  any  evidence  against  him, 
thev  arbitrarily  imposed  a  fine  upon  him,  for  trading  at 
Delaware,  though  within  the  limits  of  the  purchase  ancfju- 
risdiction  of  New-Haven. 

At  another  time,  when  Mr.  Lamberton  was  occasional- 

*  Records  of  tlie  uaitcd  coIodics,  and  Siiuth*i  hMbiy  of  New-Tork,  p.  4. 


Chaf.,VII.  CONNECTICUT.  123 

ly  at  Manbatoes,  in  the  capacity  of  an  agent  for  New-IIa-  Book  I. 
ven,  the  Dutch  governor,  Kieft,  by  force  and  ihreatenings,  v^^v^^ 
compelled  him  to  give  an  account  of  all  his  beaver,  within    1642^- 
the  limits  of  New-Haven,  at  Delaware,  and  to  payan.im^ 
post  upon  the  whole.    The  Dutch  did  other  damages,  and 
insulted  the   English  in   various  other  instances.    Both 
Connecticut  and  New-Haven,  from  year  to  year,  cgm- 
plained  and  remonstrated  against  them,  but  could  obtaiQ 
no  redress. 

While  the  colonies  w^rc  increasing  in  numbers  and  set- 
tlements, progress  in  law  and  jurisprudence,  in  the  regular 
establishment  of  courts  and  the  times  of  their  sessions,  was 
also  necessary,  for  the  advancement,  order  and  happiness 
of  the  respective  jurisdictions. 

This,  so  far  as  the  numerous  affairs  of  the  colonies  would 

{)ermit,  was  an  object  of  special  attention.  The  capital  ^ 
aws  of  Connecticut  were,  this  year,  nearly  completed, 
and  put  upon  record.  The  several  passages  of  scripture 
on  which  they  were  founded  were  particularly  noticed  in 
the  statute.  They  were  twelve  in  number,  and  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect. 

If  any  man  or  woman  shall  have  or  worship  any  God,  Capital 
but  the  true  God,  he  shall  be  put  to  death.  Deut.  xi\u  6.  J^wsof 
xvii.  21.  Exodus  xxii.  2.  cut'J^rif 

If  any  person  in  this  colony  shall  blaspheme  the  name  of  e,  1642. 
God  the  Father,  Son  or  Holy  Ghost,  with  direct,  express, 
presumptuous  or  high-handed  blasphemy,  or  shall  curse  in 
like  manner,  he  shall  be  put  to  death.  Levit.  xxiv.  15,  16. 

If  any  man  or  woman  be  a  witch,  that  is,  hath  or  con- 
sulteth  with  a  familiar  spirit,  they  shall  be  put  to  death. 
Exodus  x^ii.  18.     Levit,  xx.  22.     Deut.xviii.  10,  11. 

If  any  person  shall  commit  wilfut  murder,  upon  malice, «. 
hatred  or  cruelty,  not  in  a  man^s  own  defence,  nor  by  cas« 
ualty  against  his  will,  he  shall  be  put  to  death.  Exodus 
xxi.  12,  13, 14.    Numb.  upcv.  30,  31. 

If  an^  person  shall  slay  another  through  guile,  either  by 
poisoning,  or  other  such  devilish  practices,  ne  shall  be  put 
to  death.  Exodus  xxi.  1 4. 

If  any  man  or  woman  shall  lie  with  any  beast  or  brute 
creature,  by  carnal  copulation,  they  shall  surely  be  put  to 
death,  and  the  beast  shall  be  slain  and  buried.  Leviticus 
XX.  15, 16. 

If  any  man  lieth  with  mankind,  as  he  lieth  with  a  wo- 
man, both  of  them  have  committed  abomination ;  they  both 
shall  surely  be  put  to  death,  except  it  appear  .that  one  of 
the  parties  was  forced,  or  un^er  fifteen  years  of  age.  Levit. 

XX.  13« 
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BoQK  I.      If  any  man  lie  with  his  mother,  or  father's  wife,  or  wife's 

\^^>f^^^  mother,  his  daughter,  or  daughter  in  law,  havinc;  carnal 

1642,    population  with  them,  both  of  them  have  committed  abomi- 

**    nation ;   they  shall  be  put  to  death,  except  it  appear,  that 

the  woman  was  forced,  or  under  fourteen  years  of  age* 

Levit.  XX.  11,  12,  14,  and  xviii.  7,  8. 

If  any  man  shall  forcibly  ravish  any  maid,  or  woman,  by 
carnal  copulation,  against  her  consent,  he  shall  be  put  to 
death,  provided  prosecution  and  complaint  be  made  forth- 
with upon  the  rape.  Deut.  xxii.  25. 

If  ally  man  steal  a  man,  or  mankind,  and  selleth  him,  or 
he  be  found  in  his  hand,  he  shall  be  put  to  death.  Exodus 
xxi.  16. 

If  any  person  rise  up  by  false  witness,  wittingly,  and  of 
purpose,  to  take  away  man's  life,  he  or  she  shall  be  put  to 
death.  Deut.  xix.  16,  18, 19. 

It  was  also  enacted,  that  if  any  person  should  conspire 
against  the  commonwealth,  attempt  an  insurrection,  inva- 
sion, or  rebellion  against  it,  hp  should  be  put  to  death. 

Wilful  arson,  the  cursing  and  smiting  of  father  or  moth- 
er, and  notorious  stubbornness  in  chilaren,  after  a  certain 
age,  were,  soon  after,  made  capital  offences,  by  the  laws  of 
the  colony,  and  added  to  the  list  of  the  capital  laws.* 

Before  this  time,  unchastity  between  single  persons,  and 
wanton  behaviour,  had  been  punished  with  whipping  at  the 
tail  of  the  cart,  by  fining,  or  oblidne  the  delinquents  to 
marry,  at  the  discretion  of  the  particular  courts. 

The  general  court  approved  of  what  the  particular 
courts  had  done,  in  these  cases,  and  authorised  thetn,  in  fu- 
ture, to  punish  such  delinquents  by  fines,  by  committing 
them  to  the  house  of  correction,  or  by  corporal  punish- 
ment, at  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

As  some  loose  persons  deserted  the  English  settlements,^ 
and  lived  in  a  profane,  heathenish  manner,  a  law  was  en- 
acted, that  all  persons  who  should  be  convicted  of   this 
crime,  should  pe  punished  with  three  years  imprisonment, 
at  least,  in  the  house  of  correction,  with  fine,  or  corporal 
punishment,  as  the  particular  court  should  direct.t 
pcM^         At  a  general  court  in  New-Haven,  April  5,  1643,  con- 
NeC^Hay.  s^^^^^^fe  progress  was  made  in  the  laws  and  government 
en,  April    of  that  colony.     Deputies  v^ere  admitted  to  the  court,  and 
iii  1643.     an  addition  was  made  to  the  number  of  magistrates.  Stam** 
ford,  fof  the  first  time,  sent  captain  John  Underbill,  and 
Mr.  Richard  Giklersleve,   to  represent  the  town.      Mr« 

*  Records  ofConnecticat,  and  tbe  old  Connecticut  code. 

t  Records  of  ConnectJcnt.  When  the  Connecticut  laws  were  printed, 
in  1672,  this  law  was  altered,  and  the  term  reduced  fro^  three,  to  on 
jear*8  imprisonment.  '  ii 
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Mitchel  and  Mr.  Rayner  were  nominated  for  m^igistrates  Book  I* 
}n  Stamford.     Mr.  Kayner  was  appointed  by  the  court,  ^^"v-w 
Captain  Underbill,  Mr.  Mitchel,  Mr.  Andrew  Ward,  and    1643* 
Mr.  Robert  Coe  were  appointed  assistant  judges  to  Mr. 
Rayner.     This  court  was  vested  with  the  same  powers  as 
the  court  at  New-Haven,  and   was  the  first  instituted  in 
Stamford.     Mr.  William  Leet  and  Mr.  Deshorough  were 
admitted  magistrates  for  Menunkatuck,  and  that  plantation 
was  named  Guilford. 

This  year  John  Haynes,  Esq.  was  elected  governor,  and  General 
Mr.  Hopkins  deputy  governor.      Mr.   Wolcott  and   Mr.  ntrtfo^** 
Swain  were  chosen  magistrates ;  and  Mr.  Phelps  and  Mr.  Aprii  ts/ 
William  Hopkins  were  not  elected,*      Mr.  Whiting  was  ^643.    -^ 
chosen  treasurer  and  Mr.  Wells  secretary.     It  appears  to 
have  been  customary,  for  a  number  of  years,  to  choose  the 
secretary  and  treasurer  among  the  magistrates. 

Juries  appear  to  have  attended  the  particular  courts,  in  An  act  w 
Connecticut,  from  their  first  institution.  They  seem  to^^  ^^*"' 
have  been  regularly  enrolled  about  the  year  164 1,  or  1642. 
But  the  particular  courts  found  great  difficulties  with  res- 
pect to  tneir  proceedings.  There  were  no  printed  laws 
tor  the  inhabitants  to  studv,  and  many  of  the  common  peo- 
ple had  attended  very  little  to  law  and  evidence.  The  Ju- 
ly therefiorc,  very  often,  would  be  so  divided,  that  they 
could  not  agree  upon  any  verdict ;  and  when  they  were 
agreed,  it  end  not  always  appear  to  the  court  that  they 
brought  in  a  iust  one,  A  pretty  extraordinary  law  there- 
fore passed  this  court,  regulating  the  juries.  The  court 
decreed,  that  the  jury  should  attend  diligently  to  the  casei, 
and  to  the  evidence,  and  if  they  could  not  all  agree  in  a 
verdict,  they  should  offer  their  reasons  upon  the  case  to 
the  court,  and  the  court  should  answer  them,  and  send  out 
the  jury  a^in.  If,  after  deliberating  upon  the  case,  they 
could  not  bring  in  a  joint  verdict,  it  was  decreed,  that  it 
should  be  deterpiined  by  a  major  vote  ;  and  that  this  should, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  be  deemed  a  full  and  sufficient 
verdict ;  upon  which  judgment  should  be  entered,  and  exe- 
cution, ana  all  other  proceedings  should  be  as  though  there 
had  been  a  joint  verdict  of  the  jury.  It  was  also  provided, 
that  if  the  jury  should  be  equally  divided,  six  and  six,  they 
should  represent  the  case  to  the  court,  with  their  reasons, 
and  a  special  verdict  should  be  drawn,  and  a  major  vote  of 
the  court,  or  magistrates,  should  determine  the  cause,  and 

*  Mr.  Pbelpt,  I  rappoie,  was  now  dead,  as  b^  appears  no  more  upon 
the  record! .  He  was  one  of  the  principal  planters  of  IVindsor,  and  chos- 
ipk  into  tbe  magistracj  from  the  first  settlement  of  Connecticut.  He  aji. 
pears  t9  bare  been  tbe  ancestor  of  tbe  Fhelpaei  in  this  ttata. 
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Book  L  all  matters  respecting  it  should  be  as  though  there   had 
v^^v^^/  been  a  joint  verdict  of  the  jury.* 

1643.        ^^  ^^^^  court,  it  was  ordained,  tliat  a  grand  jury  of 
Grand ju-  twcIvc  men  should  attend  the  particular  courts,  annually, 
^y  J**  u*'    ^^  Msiy  and  September,  and  as  often  as  the  governor  and 
courts.^     court  should  judge  expedient.     It  was  also  enacted,  that 
the  grand  jury  should  be  warned  to  give  their  attendance. 
This  is  the  first  notice  of  a  grand  jury,  at  any  court. 
Proposals       A  general  confederation  of  the  New-England  colonies, 
for  a  f:eae-  had  been  proposed,  and  imagitation  for  several  years.     In 
'f*thfc*N'    ^^^^5  articles  of  union,  for  amity,  offence  and  defence,  mu- 
Eoflaod'    ^^^'  advice  and  assistance,  upon  all  necessary  occasioos, 
colonies,     were  di-awn,  and  for  further  consideration,  referred  to  1639. 
Connecticut  and  Mr.  Fenwick  agreed  to  confederate  for 
these  purposes.     From  this  time,  Connecticut  had  annual- 
ly  appointed  some  of  her  principal  men,  to  go  into  the 
Massachusetts,    to  complete   the  designed   confederacy. 
Governor  Haynes  and  Mr.  Hooker,  in  1639,  were  nearly 
a  mouth  in  Massachusetts,  laboring  to  carry  it  into  effect* 
New-Haven  paid  equal  attention  to  an  afiair  so  importaBt 
to  the  colonies.     The  circumstances  of  the  English  na- 
l^^^iQ^     tion,  and  the  state  of  the  colonies  in  New-England,  at  this 
for  the  on- time,  made  it  a  matter  of  urgent  necessity.     For  the  ac*> 
too*  commodation  of  particular  companies,  the  colonies  had  ex*i 

tended  their  setdements  upon  the  rivers  and  sea  coasts 
much  farther,  and  had  made  them  in  a  more  scattering 
manner,  than  was  at  first  designed.  No  aid  could  be  ex- 
pected from  the  parent  country,  let  emergencies  be  ever 
so  pressing.  The  Dutch  had  so  extendi  their  claims, 
and  were  so  powerful  and  hostile,  as  to  afford  a  just  ground 
of  general  alarm.  All  the  plantations  were  compassed 
with  numerous  tribes  of  savage  men«  The  Narragansct^ 
appeared  hostile,  and  there  were  the  appearances  of  ^ 
general  combination,  among  the  Indians,  in  (few-Englaod, 
to  extirpate  the  English  colonies.  There  were,  noiwith* 
standing,  impediments  in  the  way  of  effecting  even  so  ne-^ 
cessary  and  important  an  union.  The  Massachusetts  was 
much  more  numerous  and  powerful,  than  the  other  colonies. 
It  was  in  various  respects  more  respectable  and  important. 
It  was,  therefore,  a  matter  of  difficulty,  to  form  an  union 
upon  equal  terms.  The  other  colonies  were  not  willing  to 
unite  upon  such  as  were  unequal.  There  were  also  dis- 
putes between  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts.  The  col* 
ony  of  Massachusetts  claimed  part  of  the  Peouot  country, 
on  the  account  of  the  assistance  which  they  afforded  in  the 
Fequot  war.    There  \yas  also  a  difference  with  respect  to 
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the  boundary  line  between  Massachusetts  and  Connect!-  Boor  I. 
cut*  Both  colonies  claimed  the  towns  of  Springfield  and  ^^^s/^^y 
Wcstfield.     These  difficulties  retarded  the  union.  1643« 

However,  Connecticut,  New-Haven,  and  Plymouth,  all 
dispatched  commissioners  to  Boston,  in  May,  at  the  time  of 
the  session  of  the  General  Court.     The  commissioners 
from  Connecticut  were.  Governor  Ilayncs  and  Mr.  Hop- 
kins ;  Mr.  Fenwick,  from  Saybrook ;  Governor  Eaton  and 
Mr.  Gregson,  from  New-Haven ;  Mr.  Winslow  and  Mr. 
Collier,  from  Plymouth.     The  general  court  of  Massachu- 
setts appointed  Governor  Winthrop,  Mr.  Dudley,  and  Mr. 
Bradstreet,  of  the  magistrates,  and  of  the  deputies,  Mr. 
Hawthorne,  Mr.  Gibbons,  and  Mr.  Ty ng.     There  appear-  The  Neir* 
ed,  at  this  lime,  a  spirit  of  hannony  and  mutual  condescen-  *^ng'an<^ 
sion  among  the  commissioners,  and  on  the  19th  of  May,  ^.Q^f^j^. 
1643,  the  articles  were  completed  and  signed.     The  com- rate,  Ma^ 
iDissioncrs  were  unanimous  in  adopting  them ;  but  those  ^^*^>  ^^^• 
from  Plymouth  did  not  sign  them,  as  they  had  not  been 
authorised  by  the  court.     At  the  meeting  of  the  commis- 
sioners ID  September,  they  came  vested  with  plenary  pow- 
ers, and  signed  them. 

The  commissioners,  in  the  introductory  part,  declare,  '^'^^L^^ 
ivith  respect  to  the  four  colonies  of  Massachusetts,  Ply-  tklo.  '^^' 
month,  Connecticut,  and  New-Haven,  and  the  plantations 
under  their  respective  jurisdictions,  that,  as  they  all  came 
into  these  parts  of  America  with  one  and  the  same  end  and 
aim,  to  advance  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and 
enjoy  the  liberties  of  the  gospel  in  purity  and  peace,  they 
conceived  it  their  bounden  duty  to  enter  into  a  present  con- 
federation among  themselves,  for  mutual  help  and  strength 
in  all  future  concernments ;  that,  as  in  nation  and  religion, 
so  in  other  respects  they  be  and  continue  one,  and  hence- 
forth be  called  by  the  name  of  The  United  Colonies  or 
Kew-Enqlajuu 

'  They  declare,  that  the  said  united  colonies,  for  them- 
selves and  their  posterity,  did,  jointly  and  severally,  enter 
into  a  firm  and  perpetual  league  of  friendship  and  amity, 
of  oSence  and  defence,  mutual  aid  and  succour,  upon  all 
just  occasions,  both  for  preserving  and  propa^ting  the 
truth  and  liberty  of  the  gospel,  and  for  their  own  mutual 
tafetv  and  wellare. 

The  articles  reserved  to  each  colony  an  entire  and  dis- 
tinct jurisdiction.  By  them,  no  two  colonies  might  be  uni- 
ted in  one,  nor  any  other  colony  be  received  into  the  con- 
federacy, without  the  consent  of  the  whole. 

Each  colony  was  authorised  to  send  two  commissioners 
annually,  always  to  be  church,  mcxnbcrs,  to  meet  on  the 
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&00K  I.  first  Monday  in  September,  first  at  Boston,  then  at  Hart- 
*^#-v-^/  ford,  New-Haven,  and  Plymouth.     This  was  to  be  the  an- 
1643.    nual  order,  except  that  two  meetings  successively  were 
always  to  be,  at  Boston. 

Tne  commissioners,  when  met,  were  authorised  to  choose 
a  president  fibm  among  themselves,  for  the  preservation 
of  order*  They  were  vested  with  plenary  powers  for  ma- 
king war  and  peace^  laws  and  rules  of  a  civil  nature  and 
of  general  concern.  Especially,  to  regulate  the  conduct  of 
the  Inhabitants  towards  the  Indians^  towards  fugitives,  for 
(he  general  defence  of  the  country,  and  for  the  encourage- 
ment and  support  of  religion^ 

The  expense  of  all  wars,  offensive  or  defensive,  was  t6 
be  borne  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  the  male  inhabit- 
ants in  each  colony,  between  sixteen  and  sixty  years  of 
age. 

Upon  notice  from  three  magistrates  of  any  of  the  colo-' 
nies  of  an  invasion,  the  colonies  were  immediately  to  send 
assistance,  the  Massachusetts  a  hundred,  and  each  of  the 
other  colonies  forty-five  men.  If  a  greater  number  was 
'  necessary,  the  commissioners  were  to  meet  and  determine! 
the  number. 
%,  All  determinations  of  the  commissioners,  in  which  six 

Ivere  agreed,  were  binding  upon  the  whole.  If  there  were 
a  majority,  yet  under  six,  the  affair  was  to  be  referred  to 
the  general  court  of  each  colony,  and  could  not  be  obliga-^ 
lory,  unless  the  courts  unanimously  concurred. 

No  colony  might  engage  in  a  war,  without  the  consent 
of  the  whole  union,  unless  upon  some  urgent  and  sudden 
occasion.  Even  in  such  case,  it  was  to  be  avoided  as  far 
ks  possible,  consistent  with  the  general  safety. 

If  a  meeting  were  summoneJy  upon  any  extraordinary 
occasion,  and  the  whole  number  of  commissioners .  did  not 
attend,  any  four  who  were  met,  might,  in  cases  which  ad- 
mitted of  no  delay,  determine  upon  a  war,  .and!  send  te 
each  coIdnV  for  its  proportion  of  men.  A  number,  however^ 
less  than  six  could  not  determine  the  justice  ot  a  war,  nor 
have  power  to  settle  a  bill  of  charges,  nor  make  levies. 

If  either  of  the  confederates  should  break  any  article  of 
the  confederation,  or  injure  one  of  the  other  colonies,  the 
affair  was  to  be  determined  by  the  commissioners  of  the 
three  other  confederates. 

The  articles  also  made  provisi6n,  that  all  servants  run- 
ning from  their  masters,  and  criminals  flying  fix)m  justice, 
from  one  colony  to  another,  should,  upon  demand,  and 
>roper  evidence  of  their  character,  as  fiigitives,  be  returned 
o  their  masters,  and  to  the  colonies  whence  they  had  made 
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their  escape ;  that,  in  all  cases,  law  and  justice  might  have  Book  I. 
their  course.  v^^n^^^^ 

.  This  was  an  union  of  the  highest  consequence  to  the  1643. 
New-England  colonies.  It  made  them  formidable  to  the 
Dutch  and  Indians,  and  respectable  among  their  French 
neighbours.  It  was  happily  adapted  to  maintain  a  gene- 
nl  harmony  among  themselves,  and  to  secure  the  peace 
and  rights  of  the  country.  It  was  one  of  the  principal 
means  of  the  preservation  of  the  colonies,  during  the  civil 
wars  and  iinsettled  estate  of  afiairs  in  England*  It  was  the 
grand  source  of  mutual  defence  in  Philip's  war^  and  of  the 
most  eminent  service  in  civilizing  the  Indians,  and  propa- 

Sting  the  gospel  among  them.     The  union  subsisted  more 
in  forty  years,  until  the  abrogation  of  the  charters  of  the 
New-England  colonies,  by  king  James  the  second. 

This  union  was  very  seasonable.     The  Indians  were  so  Tlic  rexa^* 
tumultuous  and  hostile,  that  its  whole  influence  was  neces-  ^**^"  ^5Sr. 
sary  to  prevent  a  general  war.     The  troubles  originated  in  i^JoiSmohl 
the  ambitious  and   perfidious   conduct  of  Mlantonimoh, 
chief  sachem  of  the  Narragansets.     After  the  Pequot  war, 
he  attempted  to  set  himself  up  as  universal  sachem  over  all 
the  Indians  in  New-England*     The  old  grudge  and  hatred 
which  had  subsisted  between  him  and  the  Pequots,  he  now 
suffered  to  embitter  and  inflame  his  rancorous  heart  against 
Uncas  and  the  Mohcagans.     Without  any  regard  to  the 
league  made  between  him,  the  English,  and  the  Mohea-^ 

fans,  at  Hartford,  in  1638,  when  the  Pequots  were  divided 
etween  him  and  Uncas,  he  practiseu  murder  and  war 
aeainst  him. ^iAt  the  same  time,  he  used  all  the  arts  of 
which  he  was  master,  by  presents  and  intrigue,  to  inflame 
the  Indians,  and  excite  a  general  insurrection  against  the 
Enelish  plantations.  The  Indians,  through  his  influence, 
had  been  collecting  arms  and  ammunition.  There  appear- 
ed among  them  a  geners^l  preparation  for  war.  The  colo- 
nists were  obliged  to  keep  guards  and  watch  every  night, 
from  the  setting  to  the  rising  of  the  sun,  and  to  euard  their 
inhabitants  from  town  to  town^  and  from  one  place  to  an- 
other. 

Connecticut  was  for  making  war  inmiediately,  and  sent 
pressing  letters  to  the  court  at  Boston,  urging  that  a  hun- 
dred men  might  be  sent  to  Saybrook  fort,  to  assist  against 
the  enemy,fas  circumstances  might  require.  But  the  couft 
of  Massachusetts  pretended  to  doubt  of  the  iacts  alledged, 
and  would  not  consent* 

In  the  mean  time  Miantonimoh,  in  prosecution  of  hi3 
bloody  designs,  hired  a  Pequot,  one  of  Uncases  men,  to  kill 
him.    He  made  an  attempt,  in  the  spring,  and  shot  UacA 
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Book  1.  through  his  arm.  He  then  ran  off  to  the  Nafi^^nsets,  re- 
xt^^>r^^^  porting,  through  the  Indian  towns,  that  he  had  killed  Un- 
1643,  c^s«  ^"^  when  it  was  known  that  Uncas  was  not  dead, 
though  wounded,  Miantonimoh  and  the  Pefquot  contrived 
together,  and  reported  that  Uncas  had  cut  through  his  arm 
with  a  flint,  and  then  charged  the  Pequot  with  shooting 
him.  However,  Miantonimoh  soon  after  goin^  to  Boston^ 
in  company  with  the  Pequot  who  had  wounded  Uncas,  the 
governor  and  magistrates,  upon  examination,  found  clear 
evidence,  that  the  Pequot  was  guilty  of  the  crime,  widi 
which  he  had  been  charged.  They  had  designs  of  appre- 
hending him  and  sending  him  to  Uncas,  that  he  might  be 
punished  ;  but  Miantonimoh  pleaded,  that  he  might  oe  suf- 
fered to  return  with  him,  and  promised  that  he  would  send 
him  to  Uncas.  Indeed,  he  so  exculpated  himself,  and 
tnadc  such  fair  promises,  that  they  gave  vp  their  designs, 
^  and  permitted  them  to  depart  in  peace.  About  two  &js 
after,  Miantonimoh  murdered  the  Pequot,  on  his  return, 
that  he  might  make  no  further  discovery  of  his  treacherous 
tonduct. 

About  the  same  time  much  trouble  arose  from  Sequas- 
scn,  a  sachem  upon  Connecticut  river.  Several  of  his 
men  killed  a  principal  Indian  belongint^  to  Uncas.  He,  or 
some  of  his  warriors,  had  also  waylaid  Uncas  himself,  as 
he  was  going  down  the  said  river,  and  shot  several  arrows 
at  him.  Uncas  made  complaint  to  the  governor  and  court 
at  Connecticut,  of  these  outrages.  Governor  Haynesand 
the  court  took  great  pains  to  make  peace  between  Uncas 
and  Sequassen.  Upon  bearing  their  sevcra||^ories  it  ap- 
peared, that  Uncas  required,  that  six  of  Seouassen's  men 
should  be  deliveced  to  him,  for  the  murder  of  his  man,  be- 
cause he  was  a  great  man*  Governor  Havnes  and  the 
court  laboured  to  dissuade  Uncas  from  his  demand  of  six 
men  for  one ;  and  urged  him  to  be  satisfied  Upon  Seqiias- 
sen^s  delivering  up  the  murderer.  At  length,  with  much 
persuasion  and  difficulty^  Uncas  consented  to  accept  of  the 
murderer  only.  But  Sequassen  would  not  agree  to  deliv- 
er him.  He  was  nearly  allied  to  Miantonimoh,  and  one 
of  his  peculiar  favorites.  Sequassen  chose  rather  to  fight, 
than  to  make  Uncas  any  compensation,  expressing,  at  the 
same  time,  his  depcndance  on  Miantonimoh  for  aasistaace* 
It  is  not  improbable,  that  it  was  through  the  influence  of 
Miantonimoh,  thathe  came  to  this  resolution.  Uncas  and 
Sequassen  fought.  Sequassen  was  overcome*  Uncafr 
killed  a  number  of  his  men  and  burned  his  wigwams* 

Miantuaimoh,  without  consulting  the  English,  according^ 
to  agreezuent,  without  proclaiming  war,  or  giving  Uncts 
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the  least  information,  raised  an  army  of  nine  hundred,  era  Book  L 
thousand  men,  and  marched  against  him.     Uncases  spies  s^'n/'^^^ 
discovered  the  army  at  some  distance  and  gave  him  intelli-    1643. 
{Pence,     He  was  unprepared,  but  rallying  between  four  and  Miantonj- 
iive  hundred  of  his  bravest  men,  he  told  them  they  must  by  "»*>*^^*- 
Do  means  suffer  Miantonimoh  to  come  into  their  town  ;  but  withUn- 
must  go  and  fight  him  on  his  way.     Having  marched  three  cas. 
or  four  miles,  the  armies  met  upon  a  large  plain.     When 
they  had  advanced  within  fair  bow  shot  of  each  other,  Un- 
cas  bad  recourse  to  a  stratagen,  with  which  he  had  previ- 
ously acquainted  his  warriors.     He  desired  a  parly,  and  Uncas's 
both  armies  halted  in  the  face  of  each  other.     Uncas,  gal-  ^^ratagtm. 
lantly  advancing  in  the.  front  of  his  men,  addressed  Mian- 
tonimoh to  this  effect,  '^  You  have  a  number  of  stout  men 
with  you,  and  so  have  1  with  me*     It  is  a  great  pity  that 
•uch  brave  warriors  should  be  killed  in  a  private  quarrel 
between  us  only.    Come  like  a  man,  as  you  profess  to  be, 
and  let  us  fight  it  out.     If  you  kill  me,   my  men  shall  be 
yours ;  but  if  I  kill  you,  your  men  shall  be  mine."     Mian- 
tonimoh replied,  '^  My  men  came  to  fight,  and  they  shall 
fi^ht."     Uncas  falling  instantly  upon  the  ground,  his  men 
discharged  a  shower  of  arrows  upon  the  Narragansets ;       -^ 
and,  without  a  moment^s  interval,  rushing  upon  them,  in 
the  most  furious  manner,  with  their  hideous  Indian  yell, 
put  them  immediately  to  flight.     The  IVfoheagans  pursued 
the  enemy  with  the  same  fury  and  eagerness  with  which 
they  commenced  the  action.      The  Narragansets  were 
driven  down  rocks  and  precipices,  and  chased  like  a  doc 
bjr  the  huntsman.     Among  others,  Miantonimoh  was  ex- 
ceedingly pressed.     Some  of  Uncas's  bravest  men,  who 
were  most  light  of  foot,  coming  up  with  him,  twitched  him  Mianioni- 
back,  impeding  his  flight,  and  passed  him,   that  Uncas  ^^j*^^j 
might  take  him.     Uncas  was  a  stout  man,  and  rushing  for-  taken 
wara,  like  a  lion  greedy  of  his  prey,   seized  him   by  his  priiooer. 
shoulder.     He  knew  Uncas,  and  saw  that  he  was  now  in 
the  power  of  the  man  whom  he  had  hated,  and  by  all  means 
attempted  to  destroy  ;  but  he  sat  down  sullen  and  spake 
not  a  word.     Uncas  gave  the  Indian  whoop  and  called  up 
his  men,  who  were  behind,  to  his  assistance.     The  victo- 
ry was  complete.     About  thirty  of  the  Narragansets  were 
Biain,  and  a  much  greater  numl>er  wounded.     Amon^  the 
latter  was  a  brother  of  Miantonimoh  and  two  sons  ofCa- 
nonicusi  a  chief  sachem  of  the  Narraganset  Indians.     The 
brother  of  Miantonimoh  was  not  only  wounded,  but  armed 
with  a  coat  of  mail,  both  which  retarded  his  flight.     Two 
of  Miantonimoh^s  captains,  who  formerly  were  Uncas's 
meoi  but  had  treacherously  deserted  him,  discovedog  his 
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Book  I.  situation,  took  him  and  carried  him  to  Uncas,  expecting  ii| 
K^r^s^'^^  this  way  to  reconcile  themselves  to  their  sachem.  But  Un- 
t643.  pas  and  his  men  slew  them.  Miantonimoh  made  no  re- 
quest, either  for  himself  or  his  men ;  but  continued  in  the 
same  sullen,  speechless  mood.  Uncas,  therefore,  deman- 
ded of  him  why  he  would  not  speak*  Said  he,  "  Had  you 
taken  me,  I  should  have  besought  you  for  my  life."  Un- 
cas, for  the  present,  spared  his  life,  though  he  would  not 
ask  it,  and  returned  with  great  triumph  to  Moheagan,  car- 
rying the  Narraganset  sachem,  as  an  illustrious  trophy  of 
bis  victory.* 

The  famous  Samuel  Gorton  and  his  company  had  pur- 
chased lands  of  Miantonimoh,  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
*  Massachusetts  and  Plymouth ;  and  expected  to  be  vindi- 

cated in  their  claims,  by  him,  against  those  colonies,  and 
against  the   Massachusetts  and   Plymouth  sachems,   who 
were  the  original  proprietors.     Therefore,  when  the  news 
of  Uncas'  victory,  and  of  the  capture  of  Miantonimoh,  ar- 
rived at  Providence,  they  sent  to  Uncas  to  deliver  Mianto- 
nimoh, threatening  him  that  the  power  of  the  English  should 
be  employed  against  him,  if  he  refused  a  compliance. 
1/  Mc  r-  ^^^^^!  therefore,  carried  his  prisoner  to  Hartford,  to  ad- 
rieii  him  to  ^^^  with  tlie  governor  and  magistrates,   with  respect  to 
llartford,  his  conduct  in  such  a  situs^tion. 

^^  '^^he  '^^^  governor  and  magistrates  were  of  the  opinion  that, 
mTeraor.  ^^  there  was  no  open  war  between  them  and  the  Narragan- 
sets,  it  was  not  prudent  for  them  to  intermeddle  with  the 
Quarrel ;  but  advised,  that  the  whole  a^ir  should  be  rer 
icrred  to  the  commissioners  of  the  united  colonies  at  their 
meeting  in  l^eptember. 

Miantoni-       ^^^  ^^^S  Miantoninaoh  continued  speechless,  does  not 
jnobiB       appear  ;  but  it  is  certain,  that  when  he  came  to  Hartford, 
kept  at      his  mouth  was  opened.     He  most  earnestly  pleaded  to  be 
Hartford,  j^f^  j^  jj^^  custody  of  the  English.     He  probably  expected 
more  safety  and  better  treatment  with  them,  than  with  Un- 
cas.    Uncas  consented  to  leave  him  at  Hartford,  but  in- 
sisted that  he  should  be  kept  as  his  prisoner.     He  was, 
therefore,  kept  under  guard  at  Hartfora,  until  the  meeting 
of  the  commissioners^ 

On  the  7th  of  Septeo^ber,  the  commissioners  met  at  Bos^ 
ton.     Governor  Winthrop  and  Thomas  Dudley,  Esquires, 

*  This  acconut  is  taken  from  a  manuscript  of  Mr.  Hyde,  of  Norwich» 
from  goTemor  Wintbrop's  Journal,  and  from  the  records  of  the  united  col- 
onies, in  one  or  other  of.  which,  all  the  facts  are  ascertained.  The  mann* 
Kript  represents  Miantonimoh  as  hamg:  900,  and  Uncas  600  men.  The 
records  of  the  united  colonies  repi^jsen^  that  Miantonimoh  had  900,  or 
1000  men,  and  that  Uncas  had  not  1^  to  maoj.  Goircmor  Wiathfop'a 
f|pooimt  it  eueotially  the  same*  .'7 
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were  commissioners  for  Massachusetts  ;  George  Fenwick  Book  !• 
and   Edward   Hopkins,  Esquireilv    for  Connecticut;  and>.^'v-'vy 
'Theophilus  Eaton   and  Thomas  Gregson,  Esquires,  for    |643« 
New-Haven,*     Governor  Winthrop  was  chosen  President. 
The  whole  affair  of  Uncas  and  Miantonimoh  was  laid  be- 
fore the  commissioners,  and  the  facts  already  related  were, 
in  their  opinion,  fully  proved ;  not  only  his  attempts  upon 
the  life  of  Uncas,  but  that  he  had  been  the  principal  author 
of  inflaming  and  stirring  up  the  Indians  to  a  general  con- 
federacy against  all  the  English  plantations.     It  also  ap- 
peared that,  instead  of  delivering  the  Pequot,  who  had  shot 
Uncas,  as  he  promised  in  open  court,  he  had  murdered 
him  on  the  road  from  Boston  to  Narraganset.     It  was  also 
Bfiinned  to  the  commissioners,  that  the  Narragansets  had 
sent  for  the  Mohawks,  and  that  they  were  come  within  a 
day's  journey  of  the  English  settlements,  and  were  kept 
back  only  bv  the  capture  of  Miantonimoh :  That  they  were 
waiting  for  nis  release,  and  then  would  prosecute  their  de- 
signs against  the  English,  or  Uncas,  or  against  both,  as 
the  Indians  should  determine.     The  commissioners,  hav- 
ing fully  considered  the  premises,  laid  the  affair  before  five 
or  six  of  the  principal  ministers  in  Massachusetts,  and  took 
their  advice  relative  to  the  lawfulness  and  justice  of  putting 
him  to  death.     They  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  he  ought 
to  be  put  to  death.     The  commissioners  finally  resolved,  oetermi- 
**  That  as  it  was  evident  that  Uncas  could  not  be  safe,  nation  ot 
while  Miantonimoh  lived ;  but  that,  either  by  secret  treach-  thecom- 
cry  or  open  force,  his  life  would  be  continually  in  danger,  ™nceniing 
he  might  justly  put  such  a  false  and  blood-thirsty  enemy  Miantoni- 
to  death."     They  determined  Uncas  should  not  do  it  in  "*o^- 
any  of  the  English  plantations,  but  in  his  own  jurisdiction. 
At  the  same  time,  they  advised,  that  no  torture  or  cruelty, 
but  all  mercy  and  moderation  be  exercised  in  the  manner 
of  his  execution. 

The  commissioners  also  determined,  that  if  the  Narra- 
.  gansets,  or  any  other  Indians,  should  unjustly  assault  Un- 
cas, on  the  account  of  the  execution  of  Miantonimoh,  the 
English  should,  upon  his  desire,  assist  him  against  such  vi- 
olence.! 

Governor  Winthrop  writes,  "  It  was  clearly  discovered 
to  uSj  that  there  was  a  general  conspiracy  among  the  In- 
dians, to  cut  off  all  the  English ;  and  that  Miantonimoh 
was  the  head  and  contriver  of  it :  That  he  was  of  a  turbu- 
lent and  proud  spirit,  ajid  would  never  be  at  rest :  and 
that  he  had  killed  the  Pequot  contrary  to  his  promisc.| 

*  Tlie  comnuBsioDen  for  Plymouth  are  not  upon  record  this  year.    It  in 
probable  that  tt)ey  did  not  arriTe  until  after  the  commiflsioDers  bad  fof^ 
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Book  L      '^^^  commissioners  had  received  intimations,  that  the 
^^.^,^^,-^/ Narragansets  had  it  in  contemplation  to  capture  one  or 
1643*    ^o^^  of  them,  with  a  view  to  the  redemption  of  Miantoni- 
rooh.     Their  detennination  respecting  his  execution,  was 
therefore  kept  as  a  profound  secret,  until  after  the  return 
of  the  commissioners  of  Connecticut  and  New-Haven,  lest 
it  should  inflame  and  engage  them,  in  earnest,  to  make  the 
attempt. 
July  20th,      Previously  to  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners,  the 
the  Dutch  Putch  governor  had  written  a  letter  to  governor  Winthrop, 
iirrote  to    containing  high  congratulations  on  the  union  of  the  colo- 
W^throp.  "^^s,  and  at  the  same  time  making  grievous  complaints  of 
Connecticut  and  New-Haven,  as  having  committed  unsuf* 
fcrable  injuries  against  the  Dutch,  and  as  having  given  mis- 
information respecting  them  to  their  agent  in  Europe.   He 
desired  a  categorical  answer  from  governor  Winthrop, 
whether  he  would  aid  or  desert  them,  that  he  might  knofr 
who  were  his  friends,  and  who  were  his  enemies*      The 
governor,  after  consulting  with  some  few  of  his  council, 
GoTernor  ^^^^  were  at  hand,  wrote  an  answer,  in  part,  to  the  Dutch 
WiD<         governor,  reserving  to  himself  one  more  full,  at  the  session 
-  throp^s  re-  q{  jhe  general  court.      He  represented  his  sorrow  for  the 
^^*  difTerences  which  had  arisen  between  the  Dutch  and  his 

brethren  at  Hartford,  suggesting  that  they  might  be  settled 
by  arbitrators,  either  in  England,  Holland,  or  America.^ 
He  observed,  that  by  the  articles  of  confederation,  each 
colony  was  obliged  to  seek  the  safety  and  welfare  of  the 
other  colonies,  no  less  than  its  own.     He  hoped  however^ 
that  this  would  not  interrupt  the  friendship  wnich  had  sub* 
sisted  between  them  and  the  Dutch.      The  governor  ob- 
served, that  the  controversy  at  Hartford  was  for  a  small 
piece  of  land  only,  which,  in  so  vast  a  continent  as  this, 
%vas  of  too  little  value  to  make  a  breach  between  protest- 
ants  so  related  in  profession  and  religion,  as  the  Dutch 
and  English  were.      He  therefore  earnestly  desired,  that 
each  party  would  carefully  avoid  all  injuries,  until  the 
differences  between   them  should   be  amicably   accom- 
modated, by  an  impartial  hearing  and  adjudication,  either 
in  Europe  or  America.* 
The  injuri-     ^^^  affair  was  now  brought  before  the  commissioners. 
OU8  con-    Governor  Eaton  and  Mr.  Gregson  complained  of  the  out- 
duct  of  the  rages  which  the  Dutch  had  committed  a^inst  the  persons 
Uid^bcfo    ^^^  property  of  the  English,  within  the  limits  of  New-Hav- 
the  com-    ^"9  ^^  Delaware,  and  in  other  places,  and  made  proof  of 
aisiiooers.  the  injuries  of  which  they  complained.     The  conduct  of 
the  Dutch  towards  Connecticut  was  also  laid  before  the 
commissioners,  by  governor  Hof^ins  and  Mx*  Fenwick^ 
*  WiAthrop'i  Joomal,  p.  909, 3IM9  905. 
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Upon  which  the  pfesident  was  directed  to  write  a  letter,  6ook  L 
in  the  name  of  the  commissioners,  to  the  Dutch  governor,  s.^'n/n^ 
atating  the  particular  injuries  which  the  Dutth  had  done    1643. 
the  English  colonies,  and  to  demand  satisfaction*     It  was  Thej  de- 
also  directed,  that,  as  governor  Winthrop  had,  in  part  an-  ™j?"i!!^ 
swered  the  Dutch  governor's  letter  respecting  Connecticut,  * 
he  would  now,  in  further  answer  to  it,  particularize  the  in- 
juries done,  both  to  Connecticut  and  New-Haven,  and  de- 
mand an  answer.      He  was  also  authorised  to  assure  the 
]E)utch,  that  as  they  would  not  wrong  others,  so  neitheg 
would  they  desert  their  confederates  in  a  just  cause.t 

The  Indians,  at  this  period  were  beginning  to  acquire 
tlUs  use  of  fire  arms.  The  French,  Dutch  and  others,  for 
tbe  sake  of  gain,  were  vending  them  arms  and  ammunition. 
The  Indians  were  in  such  a  tumultuous  and  hostile  state,  as 
had  the  appearance  of  a  general  war.  The  commission- 
ers therefore  gave  orders,  that  the  militia,  in  the  several 
colonies,  should  be  frequently  trained,  and  completely 
itimished  with  arms  and  ammunition.  All  the  companies 
Were  to  be  mustered  and  reviewed  four  times  in  a  year* 
It  was  ordered,  that  all  the  towns  should  prepare  maga-> 
zines,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  their  militia. 

The  commissioners,  having  given  the  necessary  direc- 
tions for  the  execution  of  Miantonimoh,  and  for  the  gene- 
ral safety  of  the  country,  dispersed  and  returned  to  their 
respective  colonies. 

Immediately,  upon  the  return  of  the  commissioners  of 
Connecticut  and  New-Haven,  Uncas,  with  a  competent 
number  of  his  most  trusty  men,  was  ordered  to  repair  forth- 
with to  Hartford.  He  was  made  acquainted  with  the  de- 
termination of  the  commissioners,  and,  receiving  his  pris- 
oner, marched  with  him  to  the  spot  where  he  had  oeen 
taken.  At  the  instant  they  arrived  on  the  ground,  one  of 
Uhcas's  men,  who  marched  behind  Miantonimoh,  split  his  Execitioa 
head  with  a  hatchet,  killing  him  at  a  single  stroke.  He  ^Qj^nSIh" 
was  probably  unacquainted  with  his  fate,  and  knew  not  by 
vhat  means  he  fell.  Uncas  cut  out  a  large  piece  of  his 
shoulder,  and  ate  it  in  savage  triumph,  ffe  said,  ^'  it  was 
the  sweetest  meat  he  ever  ate,  it  made  his  heart  strong." 

The  Mohea^ans,  by  the  order  of  Uncas,  buried  him  at 
the  place  of  his  execution,  and  erected  a  great  heap,  or 
pillar,  upon  his  grave.  This  memorable  event  gave  the 
place  the  name  of  Sachem^s  Plain.*  Two  Englrshmeri 
were  sent  with  Uncas,  to  witness  that  the  execution  was 

t  Records  of  the  united  coloniet . 

*  Mamaicript  of  Mr.  Hyde.  Tbit  plaio  is  in  the  eaitem  part  of  the  tpirn 
ofNorwicli. 
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Book  I.  doite;  and  to  prevent  all  torture  and  cruelty  in  the  manner 
M^->^^^  of  its  performance.  Connecticut  and  New-Haven,  agree- 
1643*  ably  to  the  direction  of  the  commissioners,  sent  a  party  of 
soldiers  to  Moheagan,  to  defend  Uncas  against  any  assault 
which  might  be  made  upon  him  b^  the  Narragansets,  in 
consequence  of  the  execution  of  their  sachem; 
Me»ag«to  Governor  Winthrop,  at  the  same  time,  according  to  the 
theNarra-  Qi-Jers  which  he  had  received  from  the  commissioners,  dis- 
^^  *  patched  messengers  to  Canonicusj  the  Narraganset  sa- 
chem, and  the  Narraganset  Indians,  to  certify  th^m,  that 
the  English  had  noticed  their  perfidy,  in  violating  the  league 
between  them  and  the  English,  from  time  to  time,  notwith- 
standing the  English  had  treated  them  with  love  and  in- 
tegrity. They  assured  them,  that  they  had  discovered 
their  mischievous  plots,  in  joining  with  Miantonimoh,  ia 
purchasing  aid  of  tne  Indians,  and,  by  gifts,  threats,  and 
allurements,  excitingthem  to  a  confederacy  to  root  out  the 
whole  body  of  the  English.  They  represented  to  them 
their  treachery  in  waging  war  with  Uncas,  contrary  to  their 
express  covenant  with  him,  and  with  the  English.  They 
justified  the  execution  of  Miantonimoh,  by  Uncas,  as  he 
was  his  lawful  captive,  and  as  he  had  practised  treachery 
and  murder  against  him  and  his  subjects.  They  insisteu, 
that  it  was  both  just  and  agreeable  to  the  practice  of  the 
Indians  in  similar  cases.  It  was  declared  to  be  necessary 
for  the  safety  of  Jncas,  the  peace  of  the  country,  and  even 
of  the  Narragansets  themselves.  While  they  firmly  and 
fully  represented  these  facts  to  them,  they,  in  the  name  of 
the  united  colonies,  tendered  them  peace  and  safety.  Ther 
assured  them,  that  they  would  defend  Uncas  and  all  theur 
allies,  whether  English  or  Indians,  in  their  just  rights :  that 
if  they  desired  peace,  they  would  exercise  equal  care  and 
friendship  towards  them.t 

The  commissioners  gave  orders,  that  Connecticut  should 
provide  for  the  defence  of  Uncas  against  any  assault  or 
furv  of  the  Narragansets,  or  any  other  Indians. 
£iecfic(tiat      (jpon  the  general  election  at  Ncw-IIavcn  in  October, 
ve^ro't"  S^^^'''^^*'  Eaton  and  Mrw  Stephen  Goodyear,  were  re-elect- 
souj.         ^^  governor  and  deputy-governor.     Mr.  William  Fowler 
and  Mr.  Edward  Tapp  were  elected  magistrates  for  Mil- 
ford,  and  Thurston  Hayner  for  Stamford.     This  year,  for 
the  first  lime,  the  general  court  at  New-Haven,  are  dis- 
tinctly recorded  and  distinguished  by  the  names  of  gover- 
nor, deputy-governor,  magistrates,  and  deputies. 

It  appears  that  the  plantation  at  Yennycock  had  not 
fully  aitcnded  to  the  fundamental  article  of  admitting  none 
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to  be  free  burgesses,  hvtt  members  of  the  church.     It  was,  Book  I. 
iherefore,  at  this  general  court,  decreed, "  That  none  should  s^^^n^^^/ 
be. admitted  free  burgesses  in  any  of  the  plantations,  but   1643. 
|uch  as  were  members  of  some  approved  church  in  I^ew-  Progre«ioC 
Kosland :  that  such  only  should  have  any  vote  in  elections  J  !*^  "*  ^ 
and  that  no  power  for  ordering  any  civil  affairs,  should  be  ^^^J  * 
put  into  the  hands  of  any  but  such.'^  Havw. 

It  was  enacted,  that  each  town  in  the  jurisdiction  should 
choose  their  own  judges,  in  ordinary  cases.  They  were^^J^**^ 
authorised  to  judge  in  civil  cases,  not  exceeding  twenty 
shillings,  and  m  criminal  cases,  in  which  the  punishment 
did  not  exceed  setting  the  delinquent  in  the  stocks,  whip*- 
ping  him,  or  fining  not  exceeding  five  pounds.  If  there 
were  a  magistrate,  or  maeistrates,  in  the  towns  in  which 
these  town  courts  were  hoiden,  then  the  magistrate,  or  ma- 
gistrates, were  to  sit  in  the  court,  and  iudgment  was  to  be 
given  with  a  due  respect  to  their  advice.  From  these 
courts,  there  was  liberty  of  appeal  to  the  court  of^magis-^ 
trates. 

^  It  was  granted,  that  all  the  free  burgesses  in  the  planta-  PrirBegof 
tions,  should  vote  in  the  choice  of  governors,  magistrates^  of  freemoii 
secretary,  and  treasurer.     It  was  also  granted,  mat  each 
town  should  have  a  magistrate,  if  they  desired  it,  chosen 
from  among  their  own  free  burgesses. 

At  this  general  court,  a  court  of  magistrates  was  appoint-  Coartof  * 
ed,  consisting  of  all  the  magistrates  in  the  jurisdiction,  magis- 
They  were  to  meet  twice,  annually,  at  New-Haven,  on  the  gSjfA^" 
Mondays  preceding  the  general  courts  in  April  and  Octo- 
ber.    This  court  was  authorised  to  receive  appeals  from 
the  plantation  courts,  and  to  try  all  important  causes,  civil 
and  criminal.     Every  magistrate  was  obliged,  on  penalty 
of  a  fine,  tpgivc  his  attendance.     Four  magistrates  consti- 
tuted a  quorum.     All  judgments  of  the  court  were  to  be 
determined  by  a  major  vote.     All  trials  were  decided  by 
the  bench.     It  does  not  appear  that  juries  were  ever  used 
ID  the  colony  of  New-Haven. 

The  court  enacted,  that  there  should  be  two  general  Act  it- 
courts  for  this  colony,  to  meet  at  New-Haven,  on  Uie  first  JPf^*"'  i 
Wednesday  in  April,  and  the  last  in  October,  annually.    It  couST'* 
was  decreed,  that  the  general  court  should  consist  of  a 
deputy-eovernor,  magistrates,  and  two  deputies  from  each 
town.     In  the  last  of  these  general  courts,  a  governor,  de- 
puty-governor, magistrates,  secretary,  treasurer,  and  mar- 
shal, or  high  sheriff,  were  to  be  annually  chosen.     The 
governor,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  deputy-^governor,  had 
power  to  call  a  general  court,  upon  pressing  emergencies, 
and  whenever  it  might  be  necessary.    All  the  members 
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Book  I.  were  dbligcd  to  attend,  upon  penalty  of  twenty  shillings 
si^^sr^^  fine,  in  case  of  default,    it  was  ordained,  that  in  this  court 

1643.  should  subsist  the  supreme  power  of  the  common  weahh. 
Ckeynral  It  was  particularly  ordained,  that  the  general  court 
^^***^  should,  with  all  care  and  diligence,  endeavour  to  maintain 
S^he  pu-  ^^^  Jjuriiy  of  religion,  and  to  sunpress  all  irrelieion,  ac- 
jrftjr  of  re-  cording  to  the  best  light  they  could  obtain  from  the  divine 
lipoo.  oracles,  and  by  the  advice  of  the  elders  and  churches  in 
the  jurisdiction,  so  far  as  it  might  concern » the  civil  pow- 
6r.* 
The  Dateh  The  Dutch  were  this  year  exceedingly  harassed  and 
apply  to  distressed  by  the  Indians,  and  made  application  to  govern- 
v€n\r  *"  ^^  Eftton  and  the  general  court,  soliciting  that  a  hundred 
Itelp  a-  men  might  be  raised  in  the  plantations,  for  their  assistance 
eainstthe  against  such  barbarous  enemies. 

"*f'  The  war  between  the  Dutch  and  Indians  began  in  this 
of^war  '"^"'^^r.  A  diiinken  Indian,  in  his  intoxication,  killed  a 
between  Dutchman.  The  Dutch  demanded  the  murderer,  but  he 
the  Dutch  was  not  to  be  found.  They  then  made  application  to  their 
Jjj^J^  governor  to  avenge  the  murder.  He,  judging  it  would  be 
unjust  or  unsafe,  considering  the  numtiers  of  the  Indians, 
dnd  the  weak  and  scattered  state  of  the  Dutch  settlements, 
)f)eglected  to  comply  with  their  repeated  solicitations*  In 
the  mean  time  the  Mohawks,  as  the  report  was,  excited  bjr 
the  Dutch,  fetl  suddenly  on  the  Indians,  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Dutch  settlements,  and  killed  nearly  thirty  of  them. 
Others  fle<l  to  the  Dutch  for  protection.  One  Marine,  a 
Dutch  captain,  getting  intelligence  of  their  state,  made 
application  to  the  Dutch  governor,  and  obtained  a  commis- 
sion to  kill  as  many  of  them  as  it  should  be  in  his  power.. 
Collecting  a  companv  of  armed  men,  he  fell  suddenly  upon 
the  Indians,  while  they  were  unapprehensive  of  aangery 
and  made  a  promiscuous  slaughter  of  men,  women  and 
children,  to  the  number  of  seventy  or  eighty.  This  in- 
Ftantly  roused  the  Indians,  in  that  part  of  (he  country,  to  a 
furious,  obstinate  and  bloody  war.  In  the  spring,  and  be- 
ginning of  the  summer,  they  burnt  the  Dutch  out-houses  ; 
and  driving  their  catde  into  their  barns,  they  burned  the 
barns  and  cattle  together.  They  killed  twenty  or  more  of 
the  Dutch  people,  and  pressed  so  hard  upon  them  that  they 
were  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  their  fort,  and  to  seek  help 
of  the  English.  The  Indians  upon  Long-Island  united  in 
the  War  with  those  on  the  main,  and  burned  the  Dutch 
houses  and  bams*  The  Dutch  governor  in  this  situation, 
invited  captain  Underbill  from  Stamford  to  assist  him  in  the 
irar.     Marine,  the  Dutch  captain,  was  so  exasperated 

*  Records  of  New-Haven,  fol.  toL  i  p.  73, 74, 75.. 
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frith  this  proceeding  that  he  presented  his  pistol  at  the  Book  L 
governor,  and  would  have  shot  him,  but  was  prevented  by  v.^^n^^^ 
one  who  stood  by  him.     Upon  this  one  of  Marine's  ten-    1643* 
ants  discharged  his  musket  at  the  governor,  and  the  ball 
but  just  missed  him.     The  governor's  sentinel  shot  the 
tenant  and  killed  him  on  the  spot.     The  Dutch,  who  at 
first  were  so  forward  for  a  war  with  the  Indians,  were  now, 
when  they  experienced  the  loss  and  dangers  of  it,  so  irri« 
tated  at  the  governor,  for  the  orders  which  he  had  given, 
that  he  could  not  trust  himself  aqiong  them.     He  was  obli- 
ged to  keep  a  constant  guard  offiftv  Englishmen  about  his 
person.     In  the  summer  and  fall  toe  Indians  killed  fifteen 
more  of  the  Dutch  people,  arid  drove  in  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  English  and  Dutch  settlements,  west  of  Stamford. 

In  prosecution  of  their  works  of  destruction,  they  made 
a  visit  to  the  neighbourhood  where  Mrs.  Hutchinson,  who 
bad  been  so  femous,  at  Boston,  for  her  Antinomian  and  fa* 
milistical  tenets,  had  made  a  settlement.  The  Indians, 
at  first,  appeared  with  the  same  friendship  with  which  thev 
used  to  frequent  her  house ;  but  thev  murdered  her  and  all 
ber  £uDily,  Mr.  Collins,  her  son  in  law,  and  several  other 

E arsons,  belonging  to  other  families  in  iliQ  neighbourhood, 
iehteen  persons  were  killed  in  the  whole.  The  Indians, 
wiui  an  implacable  fury,  prosecuted  the  destruction  of  the 
Dutch,  and  of  their  property,  in  all  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try. They  killed  and  burned  their  cattle,  horses  and  barns 
without  resistance.  Having  destroyed  the  settlements  in 
the  country,  they  passed  over  to  the  Dutch  plantations  on 
Long-Island,  doing  all  the  mischief  of  which  they  were 
capable.  The  Dutch,  who  escaped,  were  confined  to  their 
fort,  and  were  obliged  to  kill  and  eat  their  cattle,  for  their 
subsistence.  Their  case  was  truly  distressing.*  It  de- 
manded succour  as  far  as  it  could  have  been  consistently 
given. 

Governor  Eaton  and  the  general  court,  having  maturely 
considered  the  purport  of  the  Dutch  governor's  letter,  re- 
jected the  proposal  for  raising  men  and  assisting  in  the 
war  against  the  Indians.  Their  principal  reasons  were, 
that  joining  separately  in  war,  was  prohibited  by  the  arti- 
cles of  confederation ;  and  that  they  were  not  satisfied  that 
the  Dutch  war  with  the  Indians  was  iust. 

Nevertheless  it  wa^  determined,  that  if  the  Dutch  need- 
ed com  and  provisions  for  men  or  cattle,  by  reason  of  the 
destruction  which  the  Indians  had  made,  the  court  would 
give  them  all  the  assistance  in  its  power,  t 

•  Winthrop'i  Journal,  p.  272, 273  and  308. 
t  R^ordi  of  New-HareD. 
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Book  I.  The  war  continued  several  years,  and  was  bloody  and 
\^<-v-<^^  destructive  both  to  the  Dutch  and  Indians.  Captain  Un- 
1643.  derhili  had  the  principal  management  of  it,  and  was  of 
great  service  to  the  Dutch.  He  collected  a  flying  army 
bfa  hundred  and  twenty,  and  sometiofies  of  a  hundred  and 
fifty  men,  English  and  Dutch,  by  which  he  preserved  jthi* 
Dutch  settlements  from  total  destruction.  It  was  suppos- 
ed, that,  upon  Long-Island  and  on  the  main,  he  killed  bc^- 
tween  four  and  five  hundred  Indians.! 

The  Indians  at  Stamford  too  much  caught  the  spirit  of 
the  western  Indians  in  their  vicinity,  who  were  at  war  with 
the  Dutch.  They  appeared  so  tumultuous  and  hostile, 
that  the  people  at  Stamford  were  in  great  fear,  that  they 
should  soon  share  the  fate  of  the  settlements  at  the  west- 
ward of  them.  They  wrote  to  the  general  court  at  New- 
Haven,  that  in  their  apprehensions  there  were  just  grounds 
of  a  war  with  those  Indians,  and  that  if  their  houses  should 
be  burned,  because  the  other  plantations  would  not  con- 
sent to  war,  they  ought  to  bear  the  damage. 

The  Narraganset  Indians'were  enraged  at  the  death  of 
their  sachem.  The  English  were  universally  armed.  The 
strictest  watch  and  guard  was  kept  in  all  the  plantations. 
In  Connecticut,  every  family,  in  which  there  was  a  man 
capable  of  bearing  arms,  was  obliged  to  send  one  com^ 
plete  in  arms,  every  Lord^s  day,  to  defend  the  places  of 
public  worship.  Indeed  all  places  wore  the  aspect  of  ^ 
general  war. 

t  Dr.  Belknap^s  Hist.  vol.  i.  p.  50, 
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Book  L 
CHAPTER  yill.  ^^644^ 

Pfiblk  fasts  appointed*  Indians  continue  hostile^  and  com* 
mU  murder*  Acts  of  the  commissioners  respecting  them* 
Branford  settled.  Towns  in  Connecticut.  Message  of 
the  commissioners  to  the  Narragansets.  J%eir  agreement 
respecting  Uncas.  Long-Island  Indians  taken  under  the 
protection  of  the  United  Colonies.  Massachusetts  claim 
part  of  the  Pequot  country  and  Waranoke.  Determina* 
lion  of  the  commissioners  respecting  said  claim.  Agree- 
ment with  Mr.  Fenwick  relative  to  Sayhrookfort  and  the 
adjacent  country.  Fortifications  advanced.  Extraordi" 
nary  meeting  of  the  commissioners  to  suppress  the  outrages 
of  the  Narragansets.  War  proclaimed  and  troops  sent 
against  them.  They  treat  and  prevent  war.  Fairfield 
object  to  a  jury  of  six.  Controversy  with  the  Dulchj 
The  Indians  plot  against  the  life  (^governor  Hopkins  and 
other  principal  gentlemen  at  Hartford.  Damages  at 
Windsor.  Battle  between  the  Dutch  and  Indians.  Lossr 
ti  of  New-Haven.  Dispute  with  Massachusetts  relative 
to  the  impost  at  Saybrook.  Mr.  Winihrop'^s  claim  of  the 
Jfehantick  country.  Settlement  of  accounts  between  the 
colonies. 

THE  aflbirs  both  of  Old  and  New-England,  wore  so  ^^ic 
gIoon>y  an  aspect,  at  this  time,  that  the  pious  peo-  ^qJ^*^" 
pie,  in  the  colonies,  judged  extraordinary  fasting  and 
prayer  to  be  their  indispensable  duty.  The  flames  of  civ- 
il discord  were  kindled  in  England,  and  the  tumultuous 
and  hostile  state  of  the  natives  in  the  united  colonies, 
threatened  them  with  a  bloody  and  merciless  Indian  war. 
The  eeneral  court  of  Connecticut  therefore  ordained  a 
monthly  fast,  thtough  the  colony,  to  begin  on  Wednesday, 
the  6th  of  January,  New-Hav^n  had  before  appointed  a 
fast,  at  the  same  time,  in  all  the  plantations  in  that  juris- 
diction. Indeed,  this  was  practised,  throughout  the  uni- 
ted colonies,  during  the  civil  wars  in  England*  The  colo* 
nists  sympathized  with  their  brethren,  in  their  native  coun- 
try, and  conformed  to  them  in  their  days  of  humiliation 
and  prayer. 

Tne  freemen  of  Connecticut  and  New-Haven,  exhibited  Freemen 
a  remarkable  example  of  steadiness  in  the  election  of  civ-  steady. 
il  officers.    Nearly  the  same  persons  were  chosen  annual- 
ly into  places  of  principal  trust  as  long  as  they  lived.     This 
year  Edward  Hopkins,  Esq.  was  chosen  governor,  and 
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Book  I.  John  Haynes,  Esquire,  deputy-governor.  The  other  ma- 
\,^->/-%^  gistrates  were  the  same  as  they  had  been  the  last  year,  ex- 
1644*  cept  Mr.  William  Swain,  who  was  ^osen  into  the  magis- 
tracy. Mr.  Haynes  and  Mr.  Hopkins  were  generally 
elected,  alternately  governor  and  deputy-governor,  during 
their  respective  lives.  The  reason  of  this  annual  cbao^ 
of  them,  ftoni  governor  to  deputy-governor,  was  because 
the  constitution  prohibited  the  choice  of  any  man  gover- 
npr,  more  than  once  in  two  years. 

At  New-Haven,  governor  Eaton  was  annually  elected 
to  the  office  of  governor,  during  his  life  ;  and  Mr.  Stephen 
Goodyear  was  generally  chosen  deputy-governor. 

The  Indians  were  no  more  peaceable  this  year,  than 
they  were  the  last.     Those  in  the  western  part  of  Connect- 
icut, still  conducted  themselves  in  a  hostile  manner.     In 
the  spring,  they  murdered  a  man  belonging  to  Massachu- 
m  In-     g^jts,  between  Fairfield  and  Stamford.    About  six  or  eight 
nlitmuf!""  weeks  after  the  murder  was  discovered,  the  Indians  prom* 
der.  ised  to  deliver  the  murderer,  at  Uncoway,  if  Mr.  Ludlow 

would  appoint  men  to  receive  him.  Mr.  Ludlow  sent  ten 
men  for  that  purpose ;  but  as  soon  as  the  Indians  came 
within  sight  of  the  town,  they,  by  general  consent,  unbound 
the  prisoner  and  suffered  bim  to  escape.  The  Eoglish 
were  sq  exasperated  at  this  insult,  that  they  immediately 
seized  on  eight  or  ten  of  the  Indians,  and  committed  them 
to  prispn.  There  was  among  them  not  less  than  one  or 
two  sachems.  Upon  tliis,  the  Indians  arose  in  great  nom* 
May  lat.  ^^^^^  about  the  town,  and  exceedingly  alarmed  tne  people, 
both  at  Fairfield  and  Stamford.  Mr.  Ludlow  wrote  to 
New-Haven  for  advice.  The  court  desired  him  to  keep 
the  Indians  in  durance,  and  assured  him  of  inmiediate  as- 
sistance, should  it  be  necessary  and  desired.  A  party  of 
twenty  men  weire  draughted  foilhwith,  and  prepared  to 
march  to  Stamford  upon  the  shortest  notice.  The  Indiaqs 
were  held  in  custody,  until  four  sachems,  in  those  ilVarts, 
appeared  and  interceded  for  them,  promising,  that  if  the 
English  would  release  them,  they  would,  within  a  month, 
deliver  the  murderer  to  justice. 

Not  more  than  a  month  after  their  release,  an  Indian 
went  boldly  into  the  town  of  Stamford,  and  made  a  murder- 
ous assault  upon  a  woman,  in  her  house.     Finding  no  man 
Woman     at  homc,  he  took  up  a  lathing  hammer,  and  approached  her 
rt^stwn^    as  though  he  were  about  to  pat  it  into  her  hand ;  buti  as 
ford  in  *    she  was  stooping  down  to  take  her  child  from  the  cradl^ 
Juoe.        he  struck  her  upon  the  head.     She  fell  instantly  with  this 
blow ;  he  then  struck  her  twice,  with  the  sharp  part  of  the 
jiammer,  >vhich  penetrated  her  skull.    Suppoiimg  her  to 
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he  dead,  he  plundered  the  house,  and  made  his  escape.  Book  L 
Soon  after,  the  woman  so  far  recovered,  as  to  describe  the  >^^^>^^^^^ 
Indian,  and  his  manner  of  dress.    Her  wounds,  which  at    1644. 
first  appeared  to  be  mortal,  were  finally  healed ;  but  her 
Ibrain  was  so  affected,  that  she  lost  her  reason. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Indians  rose  in  those  parts,  with 
the  most  tumultuous  and  hostile  appearances.  They  re-> 
fused  to  come  to  the  English,  or  to  have  any  treaty  with 
them.  They  appeared,  in  a  very  alarming  manner,  about 
several  of  the  plantations,  firing  their  pieces,  and  exceed- 
ingly terrifying  the'inhabitants.  They  deserted  their  wig- 
wams, and  neglected  to  weed  their  corn.  The  English 
iiad  intelligence  that  the  Indians  designed  to  cut  them  ofli*. 
Host  of  the  Enelish  judged  it  unsafe  to  travel  by  land,  and 
some  of  the  plantations  were  obliged  to  keep  a  strong 
guard  and  watch,  nieht  and  day.  And  as  they  had  not 
numbers  sufficient  to  defend  themselves,  they  made  appli- 
catioii  to  Hartford  and  New-Haven  for  assistance.  They 
)K>th  sent  aid  to  the  weaker  parts  of  their  respective  colo- 
nies. New-Haven  sent  help  to  Fairfield  and  Stamford,  as 
they  were  much  nearer  to  them,  than  to  Connecticut. 

After  a  great  deal  of  alarm  and  trouble,  the  Indian,  who 
bod  attempted  the  murder  of  the  woman,  was  delivered  up, 
and  condemned  to  death.  He  was  executed  at  New-Ha- 
\'en.  The  executioner  cut  off  his  head  with  a  falchion  :  lodian  es- 
l)Ut  it  was  cruelly  done.  He  gave  the  Indian  eight  blows,  ecuteU. 
before  he  effected  the  execution.  The  Indian  sat  erect 
and  motionless,  until  his  head  was  severed  from  his  body.* 

Both  the  colonies  of  Connecticut  and  New-Haven,  were 
put  to  great  expense,  this  year,  in  defending  themselves, 
and  they  were  obliged  to  bear  the  whole  charge,  as  the 
measures  adopted  for  their  defence,  were  taken  By  the  or- 
der of  their  respective  legislatures,  and  not  by  the  direction 
of  the  commissioners. 

The  unhappy  divisions  which  continued  at  Weathers- 
field,  occasioned  another  settlement  under  the  jurisdiction 
erf" New-Haven.  As  Mr.  Eaton,  to  whom  Totoket  had  been 
granted,  in  1640,  had  not  performed  the  conditions  of  the 
grant,  New-Haven,  for  the  accommodation  of  a  number  of 
people  at  Weathersfield,  made  a  sale  of  it  fo  Mr.  William 
Swain,  and  others  of  that  town.  They  sold  it  at  the  price 
^vhich  it  cost  them,  stipulating  with  Mr.  Swain  and  his  com- 
pany, that  they  should  unite  with  that  colony,  in  all  the' 
lunaamental  articles  of  government.  The  settlement  of 
the  town  immediately  commenced.  At  the  same  time,  Mr. 
Abraham  Pierson,  with  a  part  of  his  church  and  congrega- 

♦  Re^^ordfl  of  the  c oJcnics,  T^nd  Winthrop's  Journal,  p.  352- 
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Boor  I.  tion,  from  Southampton,  on  Long- Island,  removed  and  uni- 
v^^<v^w/  ted  with  the  people  of  Weathersneld,  in  the  lettlement  of 
1644.    the  town.    A  regular  church  was  soon  formed,  and  Mr. 
Pierson  was  chosen  pastor.     The  town  was  named  Bran- 
ford.     Mr.  Swain  was  the  prmcipal  planter,  and,  a  few 
years  after,  was  chosen  one  of  the  magistrates  of  the  colony 
of  New-Haven,  as  he  had  previously  been  of  the  colony  of 
Connecticut. 
Septstb.       The  meeting  of  the  commissioners,  this  year,  was  at 
Hartford.     Mr.  Simon  Bradstreet  and  Mr.  William  Haw- 
thorne were  commissioners  from  the  Massachusetts ;  Mr. 
Edward  Winslow  and  Mr.  William  Brown,  from  Plymouth ; 
Governor  Hopkins  and  Mr.  George  Fenwick,  for  Con- 
necticut ;  and  Governor  Eaton  and  Mr.  Thomas  Gregson, 
from  New-Haven. 
Commis-       No  sooner  was  the  meeting  opened,  than  a  proposal  was 
•ioaen  of   made  by  the  commissioners  from  Massachusetts,  directed 
^"*^t»     ^^  ^^^^  general  court,  that  the  commissioners  from  that 
claim  pre-  ^olony  should  always  have  preference  to  the  commission- 
cedence.    ersof  the  Other  colonies,  and  be  allowed  to  subscribe  first, 
in  the  same  order  in  which  the  articles  of  confederatioQ 
had  been  signed^ 

Upon  consideration  of  the  proposal,  the  commissioners 
were  unanimously  of  the  opinion,  that  no  such  thing  bad 
either  been  proposed,  granted,  or  practised,  bv  the  com- 
missioners  of  the  other  jurisdictions,  in  any  of  their  former 
meetings,  though  the  articles  had  been  subscribed  in  the 
presence  of  the  general  court  of  the  Massachusetts.  They 
resolved,  that  the  commission  was  free,  and  might  not  re- 
ceive any  thing,  but  what  was  expressed  by  the  articles  of 
confederation,  as  imposed  by  any  general  court.  Never- 
theless, they  determined,  that,  on  account  of  their  respect 
to  the  Massachusetts,  they  willingly  granted,  that  their 
commissioners  in  that,  and  in  all  future  meetings,  should 
subscribe  first,  after  the  president,  and  the  commissioners 
of  the  other  colonies  in  such  order  as  they  were  named  is 
the  articles ;  viz.  Plymouth,  Connecticut,  and  New-Haveo* 
The  Indians  were,  this  year,  almost  every  where  trouble- 
some, and,  in  some  places,  in  a  high  state  of  hostility.  In 
Virginia  they  generally  rose,  and  made  a  most  horrible 
massacre  of  the  English,*  and  it  was  imagined,  that  there 
was  a  eeneral  combination  among  the  southern  and  New- 
England  Indians,  to  destroy  all  the  colonics.  The  Naira- 
ganset  Indians,  regardless  of  all  their  covenants  with  the 

*  In  two  days  they  massacred  about  300  Vir^ians.  Many  of  them  weie 
ktUed  so  suddeolv  and  unexpectedly,  that  they  knew  neither  the  huid  oor 
weapon  by  which  they  fell. 
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English  ^nd  with  Uncas,  continued  in  acts  of  constant  hos-  Book  T« 
tility  against  the  latter,  and  so  oppressed  the  sachems  and  "^-^^^"^^ 
Indians  under  the  protection  of  the  Massachusetts,  that    1644. 
they  were  obliged  to  dispatd^  a  party  of  men  for  their  de- 
fence and  assistance,  in  lortifying  against  these  oppressors. 

The  commissioners  immediately  sent  Thomas  Stanton,  Meitagit 
their  interpreter,  and  Nathaniel  Willet,  into  the  Narragaji-  ^^^^  ^ 
set  and  Moheagan  countries,  with  particular  instructions  sioocn  to 
to  their  respective  sachems.     They  were  instructed  to  ac-  tbe  In- 
quaint  the  sachems,  that  the  commissioners  were  then  met  ^**' 
at  Hartford;  and  that,  if  they  would  appear  and  lay  their 
respective  grievances  before  them,  they  would  judge  im- 
partially between  them :  that  the  commissioners  had  heard 
the  report  which  they  had  spread  abroad  concerning  Un- 
cas, that  he  had  taken  a  ransom,  in  part,  for  Miantonimoh, 
and  afterwards  had  put  him  to  death ;  and  that  he  refused 
to  return  the  ransom.     They  were  directed  to  assure  them, 
that  Uncas  utterly  denied  the  charge :  that  nevertheless,  if 
they  would  go  themselves,  or  send  some  of  their  principal 
men  to  Hartford,  the  commissioners  would  impartially  hear 
this,  and  all  other  differences  subsisting  between  them  and 
the  Moheagans,  and  assist  them  in  the  settlement  of  an  ami- 
cable correspondence  between  the  two  nations ;  and  that 
the  parties  should  have  a  safe  passage  to  and  from  Hartford, 
without  any  injury  from  the  English.     According  to  their 
instructions,  they  demanded  of  both  parties,  that  thev  should 
commit  no  acts  of  hostility  against  each  other  in  their  tra- 
vels to  Hartford,  nor  on  their  return  to  their  respective 
countries ;  and  that  all  hostilities  aeainst  each  other's  plan- 
tations should  cease,   during   the  nearing  and  treaty  pro- 
posed.    If  either  of  the  parties  should  refuse  to  go  or  send 
to  Hartford,   the  treaty  made  in  1638  was  to  be  urged 
against  them,  and  their  engagements  not  to  go  to  war  with 
each  other,  until  they  had  acquainted  the  English  with  their 
grievances,  and  taken  their  advice.     Directions  were  giv- 
en, that  it  should  be  demanded  of  the  party  refusing,  what 
their  designs  were  ?  Whether  they  were  for  peace  or  war? 
Whether  mey  designed  to  perform  their  treaties  made  with 
the  English  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  ?     Or  whe- 
ther they  considered  them  as  all  broken  and  void  ?     The 
interpreter  was  charged  fully  to  state  all  these  articles  to 
the  Indians,  and,  having  taken  their  answers  in  writing,  to 
read  them  to  the  sachems,  that  they  might  understand  and 
acknowledge  them  to  be  the  very  answers  whiob  they  had 
given. 

In  consequence  of  this  message,  the  Narraganset  Indians 
aent  one  of  their  sachems,  with  other  chief  men,  to  prove 
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Book  I.  their  charge  against  Uocas,  and  to  treat  with  the  Endish^ 
Vi^^N^^w/  They,  also,  bound  themselves  to  confirm  what  their  aepu- 
1644.    ties  should  do  in  their  name.     Uncas,  also,  madie  his  ap* 
llielo-      peai-iance,  and  the  commissioners  went  Into  a  full  hearing 
dians  ap-  ^f  g^|j  differences  between  the  parties.     Upon*  hearing  the 
fore  the     cast,  the  commissioners  found,  that  there  never  had  been 
commis.    any  agreement  between  the  Narragansets  and  Uncas,  for 
ngocn.      ^j^^  redemption  of  Miantonimoh,  nor  any  thing  paid,  in 
whole  or  in  parr,  for  his  ransom.     Notwithstanding,  they 
declared,  that  if  the  Narraeansets  should  hereafter  be  able 
(o  prove  what  they  had  aliedged  aeainst  Uncas,  that  they 
would  order  him  to  make  full  satisfaction.     They  also  re- 
solved, that  neither  the  Narragansets  nor  Nehanticlcs  should 
make  any  war  or  assaiilt  upon  Uncas,  or  any  of  his  men, 
until  they  should  make  proof  of  the  pretended  ransom,  and 
that  Uncas  had  refused  to  make  them  satisfaction. 
Ac^eGoieDt     The  Narraganaet  sachem  and  his  counsellors,  upon  con* 
^^****  ^y*  sultation  together,  stipulated,  in  behalf  of  the  Karraganset 
fagaiue  .  ^^^  Nehantick  Indians,  that  no  hostility  should  be  com- 
mitted against  Uncas,  or  any  of  his  fndiarns,  until  after  the 
next  year's  time  of  planting  com.     Thev  also  covenanted,, 
that,  before  they  began  war,  they  would  give  thirty  d^ys 
notice,  either  to  the  governor  of  Massachusetts  or  Connecti- 
cut.    Thus,  for  the  present,  by  the  vigorous  and  prudent 
exertions  of  the  colonies  and  their  commissionvrs,  an  Indian 
war  was  prevented* 
The  Long.     Yoncho,  Wiantanse,  Moughmatow,  and  Weeneganinim,. 
Wand  In-  sachems  of  Monhauset  and  its  vicinity,  on  Long-Island, 
ken  QDdor  ^^'^"^  ^^^^^  companies,  appeared  before  the  commissionersi 
protcctioD  and  represented,  that  they,  and  the  Long-Island  Indiana, 
nf ibccolo- had  been  tributaries  to  the  English  ever  since  the  Pequot 
■**'  war,  and  that  they  had  never  injured  the  English  nor  the 

Dutch,  but  had  been  friendly  to  both.  They,  therefore, 
desirer{  a  certificate  of  their  relation  to  the  EngUsb,  and  to 
be  taken  under  the  protection  of  the  united  colonies.  Up- 
on this  representation,  the  conroiissioners  gave  themacei^ 
tificatc,  and  declared,  that  it  was  their  desire,  while  they 
continued  peaceable,  and  did  not  intermeddle  with  the 
quarrels  of  other  Indians,  they  and  their  companies  might 
enjoy  ample  peace,  without  any  disturbance  firom  the  Eng- 
lish^ or  any  in  connection  or  friendship  with  them. 
Masta-  In  this  meeting,  the  commissioners  of  Massachusetts  laid 

cia"**  Ui    ^'^""^  '^  P^**^  ^^  ^®  Pequot  country,  on  the  footing  of  jdot 
Pequot      conquest.      They  desii-ed,  that  a  division  of  the  country 
comirj.    might  be  made,  or  some  way  prescribed,  by  which  the  af- 
fair i^rght  be  compromised. 
*'^' *'enwick,  in  behalf  of  himself,  and  the  noblemen  and 
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^ntlemea  in  England,  particularly  interested  in  the  lands  Book  I. 
in  question,  pleadecl,  that  nothing  in  their  absence  might  be  v^^-v-^y 
determined  against  their  title.      He  insisted,  that  Pcquot    1644. 
harbour,  and  ihe  lands  in  the  adjacent  country,  were  of 
.great  consequence  to  the  eentiemen  interested  in  the  Con- 
necticut patent.      He  said  they  had  a  special  respect  to 
them,  in  their  consultations,  relative -to  a  plantation  in  these 
parts. 

The  commissioners  judged,  that  a  convenient  time  ought  Determi. 
to  be  given  i*j  those  noble  personages  to  plead  their  right,  nation  of 
and  t&i  all  patents,  of  equal  authoi-ity,  ought  to  have  the  ^joncrf. 
«ame  construction,  both  with  reference  to  propriety  and 
jurisdiction. 

The  commissioners  of  Massachusetts  also  made  claim  to  claim  of 
Waranoke,  now  Westficid,  as  lying  within  the  limits  of  Massacbu- 
their  patent.     Mr.  Fenwick,  at  the  same  time,  claimed  it  !^  ^ 
as  covered  by  the  patent  of  Connecticut.     However,  as  it  ^jje!^**" 
appeared  to  the  commissioners,  that  Mr.  Fenwick  had 

Promised,  before  this  meeting,  either  to  clear  his  title  to 
Waranoke,  or  submit  to  the  government  of  Massachusetts, 
ihey  determined,  that  Waranoke,  with  Mr.  Hopkins's  tra- 
ding house,  and  the  other  houses  and  lands  in  that  planta- 
tion, should  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts,  un- 
til it  should  be  made  evident  to  which  colony  they  belong- 
ed ;  b«it  that  the  propriety  of  the  land  should  belong  to 
the  purchasers,  provioed  it  should  not  excejed  fwo  thour 
sana  acres. 

The  reverend  Mr.  Shepa^d  wrote  to  the  commissioners,  Cootribo- 
representing  the  necessity  of  further  assistance   for  the^?*J*^' 
support  of  scholars  at  Cambridge,  whose  parents  were^^^. 
needy,  apd  desired  them  to  encourage  a  general  contribu-  bridge. 
lion  through  the  colonies.      The  comniissioners  approved 
the  motion ;  and,  for  the  encouragement  of  literature,  re- 
commended it  to  the  general  courts  in  the  respective  colo- 
flies,  to  take  it  into  their  consideration,  and  to  give  it  gene- 
ral encouragement.     The  general  courts  adopted  the  re- 
conunendation,  and  contributions  of  grain  and  provisions 
were  annually  made,  through  the  united  colonies,  for  the 
charitable  end  proposed. 

At  this  meeting  a  plan  was  concerted  by  the  commis- 
6ioners,  for  a  general  trade  with  the  Indians,  by  a  joint 
stock.  It  was  proposed  to  begin  the  trade  with  a  stock  of 
five  or  six  thousand  pounds,  and  to  increase  it  to  twenty 
thousand  or  more.  It  was  designed,  that  each  general 
court  should  approve  and  establish  the  trade,  with  pecul- 
iar  privileges,  tor  the  term  of  twenty  years :  but  it  was 
nevf^r  adopted.  Itseem^  it  did  not  comport  with  thi^^^ii^s 
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Book  I.  of  the  general  court  of  Massachusetts ;   and  this,  notwUh- 
v^-N/-^^/  standing  the  confederation,  rendered  all  the  determina- 
1644*    tions  ofthe  commissioners  void,  which  were  not  agreeable 
to  their  views  and  interests. 

As  the  Indians  were  numerous,  and  began  to  learn  the 
use  of  fire  arms,  all  trading  with  tliem,  in  any  of  the  united 
colonies,  in  guns,  ammunition,  swords,  or  any  warlike  in- 
struments, directly  or  indirectly,  was  prohibited,  upon  the 
peaalty  of  a  fine  of  twenty  times  the  value  of  the  articles 
thus  unlawfully  sold.  It  was  also  recommended  to  the 
several  courts,  to  prohibit  all  vending  of  arms  and  ammu* 
nition  to  the  French  or  Dutch,  because  they  immediately 
disposed  of  them  to  the  Indians.  Every  smith  was  for- 
bidden to  mend  a  gun  or  any  warlike  instrument  for  an  In- 
dian, upon  a  severe  penalty.* 

Soutn-Hampton,  on  Long-Island,  was,  by  the  advice  of 
the  commissioners,  taken  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Connec- 
ticut.    This  town  was  settled  in  1640.      The  inhabitants 
of  Lynn,  in  Massachusetts,  became  so  straitened  at  home, 
that,  about  the  year  1639,  they  contracted  with  the  aeent 
of  Lord  Sterline,  for  a  tract  of  land  on  the  west  end  of 
Lone-Island.     They  also  made  a  treaty  with  the  Indians, 
and  Degana  settlement,  but  the  Dutch  gave  them  so  much 
trouble,  that  they  were  obliged  to  desert  it,  and  remove 
further  eastward.     They  collected  nearly  a  hundred  fami- 
lies and  made  a  permanent  settlement  at  South-Hampton. 
By  the  advice  of  the  general  court  of  Massachusetts,  they 
entered  into  a  combination  among  themselves,  to  maintain 
civil  government.    A  number  of  them  regularly  formed 
themselves  into  church  state,  before  they  removed  to  the 
Island,  and  called  Mr.  Abraham  Pierson  to  be  their  pastor. 
He  had  been  a  minister  in  Yorkshire,  in  England.     Upon 
his  arrival  in  New-England,  he  became  a  member  of  the 
church  at  Boston,  whence  he  was  called  to  the  work  ofthe 
ministry  at  South-Hampton.t     This  year  he  removed  with 
part  of  his  church  to  Branford.     It  seems  that  they  were 
not  pleased  that  the  town  had  put  itself  under  the  jurisdic* 
tion  of  Connecticut. 
G6Mral         This  year  a  committee,  consisting  of  the  governor,  dep- 
coort  in     uty-governor,  and  several  other  gentlemen,  were  appoint- 
4Pri^'       ea  by  the  general  court  of  Connecticut,  to  treat  with  Georgf 
Fen  wick,  Esquire,  relative  to  the  purchase  of  Saybrook 
fort,  and  of  all  guns,  buildings  ana  lands  in  the  colony, 
which  he,  and  me  lords  and  gentlemen  interested  in  th^ 
patent  of  Connecticut,  might  claim.     The  next  December 

*  Records  of  the  united  colonies. 
tfMiuHia,  b.;iii.  p.  95. 
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they  came  to  an  agreement  with  Mr.  Fenwick,  to  the  fol-  Book  L 
lowing  effect :  s-^-\/^^  / 

^Articles  of  agreement  made  and  concluded  betwixt    1644. 
George  Fenwick,  Esquire,  of  Saybrook  fort,  on  the  one  Agreement 
part,  and  Edward  Hopkins,  John  Haynes,  John   Mason,  !^^^^ 
John  Steele,  and  James  Boosy,  for,  and  on  the  behalf  of  pg^^^w 
the  jurisdiction  of  Connecticut  river,  on  the  other  part,  the  l)(c.6, 
5th  of  December,  1644.  IW4. 

"  The  said  George  Fenwick,  Esq.  doth  make  over  to  the 
use  and  behoof  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Connecticut  river,  to 
be  enjoyed  by  them  forever,  the  fort  at  Saybrook,  with  the 
appurtenances  :  all  the  land  upon  the  river  Connecticut ; 
and  such  lands  as  are  yet  undisposed  of,  shall  be  ordered 
and  given  out  hv  a  committee  of  five,  whereof  George  Fen- 
wick, Esq.  is  always  to  be  one.  The  said  George  Fen- 
wick doth  also  promise,  that  all  the  lands  from  Narragan- 
set  river,  to  the  fort  of  Saybrook,  mentioned  in  a  patent 
granted  by  the  earl  of  Warwick,  to  certain  nobles,  and 
gentlemen,  shall  fall  in  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Connecti- 
cut, if  it  come  into  his  power^^'^ 

*  About  this  time  died  George  Wylljrs,  Esq.  the  venerable  ancestor  of 
tiie  WjUyses  in  CoDoectkot.  He  was  possessed  of  a  fair  estate,  at  Knap- 
ton,  in  the  countj  of  Warwick,  worth  jC500  a  year*  In  1636,  he  scot  over 
IViiliain  Gibbons,  the  steward  of  his  bouse,  with  twenty  men,  to  prepare 
him  a  seat  at  Hartford.  Thej  purchased,  and  took  possession  of  a  fine 
tract  of  land,  erected  boi]dinj;s,  and  planted  a  garden  upon  that  pleasant 
plat,  which  has  ever  since  been  the  principal  seat  of  the  faipily.  In  1638 
he  came  over  with  his  household ;  and,  at  the  election  in  1639,  was  chosen 
into  the  magistracy,  in  which  he  continued  about  five  years,  until  his  death. 
In  1641,  lie  was  chosen  deputy-governor,  and  in  1642,  governor  of  the  col- 
ony. It  appears  from  the  manuscripts  of  the  family,  that  both  he  and 
Mrs.  Wyllvs  were  eminently  pious,  living  with  all  the  exactness  of  the  Pu- 
ritans 01  that  day.  From  love  to  undefiled  religion,  and  purity  in  divine 
ordinances  and  worship,  they  exchanged  their  pleasant  seat  and  easy  cir- 
ciunstances  in  England,  for  the  dangers  and  hardships  of  a  wilderness  m 
America.  He  left  one  son,  Samuel,  about  twelve  years  of  age.  He  was 
educated  at  Cambridge,  where  he  was  graduated  1653;  and  the  next  year 
was  chosen  one  of  the  magistrates  for  Connecticut,  at  about  twenty- two 
years  of  a^.  It  appears  bjr  bis  manuscripts,  that  he  became  deeply  im- 
pressefl  with  the  truths  and  importance  of  reHgion,  at  college,  under  the 
ministry  of  Mr.  Shepard  ;  and  the  spirit  of  his  pious  parents  descended 
upon  him.  He  married  a  daughter  of  governor  Haynes,  who  appeared 
equally  to  have  imbibed  the  spirit  of  her  Saviour.  In  his  manuscripts,  he 
describes  the  excellent  examples  which  their  parents  had  exhibited,  and 
the  pious  pains  they  employed  in  their  education ;  teaching  them,  from 
childhood,  to  pray  always  m  secret,  private  and  public  ;  to  venerate  the 
sabbath,  and  the  divine  word ;  and  to  attend  all  christian  institutions  and 
duties. 

Ader  bearing  testimony  to  the  mat  advantages  of  such  an  education, 
and  to  thecon&rt  which  they  had  experienced  in  the  duties,  in  which  they 
had  been  «dBcated,  be  warmfy  commends  them  to  his  children,  and  their 
posterity. 

The  family  is  ancient,  and  may  be  traced  back  to  the  reign  of  Edward 
the  IV.  more  than  three  centuries.  It  has  well  supported  its  dignity  to  the 
present  tiiBB. .  SoneH  the  family  have  been  aut^tratet  or  leciMaiies  of 
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Book  I.      On  the  part  of  Connecticut  it  was  stipulated,  "  That 
v.i^-v-w^  the  said  George  Fenwick,  Esq.  should  enjoy  all  the  hous- 
1645.    ing*  belonging  to  the  fort  for  the  space  of  ten  years.    And 
that  a  certain  duty  on  corn,   biscuit,  beaver  and  cattle^ 
which  should  be  exported  from  the  river's  mouth,  should 
be  paid  to  him  during  the  said  term.'' 
The  gene-       Upon  the  4th  of  Februaiy,    1G45,  the  general  court  of 
ra)  court    Connecticut  confirmed  this  agreement  with  Mr.  Fenwick, 
^|f°""     and  passed  an  act  imposing  a  duty  of  two  pence  per  bush* 
ment^wlih  ^'  "P^"  ^i"  S^^^  ^^^  pence  upon  every  hundred  weight  of 
Mr.  Fen-   biscuit,  and  a  small  auty  upon  all  beaver  exported  from 
r'^&i^*^*  the  mouth  of  the  river,  during  the  term  of  ten  years,  fronj 
**      *     the  first  day  of  March  ensuing.     It  was  also  enacted,  that 
an  entry  should  be  made  of  ail  grain  laden  on  board  any 
vessel,  of  the  number  of  bushels,  and  of  the  weight  of  bis- 
cuit, and  that  a  note  of  the  same  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Fen- 
wick, upon  the  penaltv  of  forfeiting  the  one  half  of  all  such 
grain  and  biscuit  as  should  be  put  on  board  and  not  thus 
certified.     The  colony,  on  the  whole,  paid  JUr.  Fenwick 
1,600  pounds  sterling,  merely  for  the  jurisdiction  right,  or 
for  the  old  patent  of  Connecticut.     The  general  CQurt,  the 
July  lOih,  next  July,  ordered  that  a  tax  of  two  hundred  pounds  should 
be  levied  on  the  plantations  in  the  colony,  to  defray  the 
charge  of  advancmg  the  fortifications  at  Saybrook  fort» 
A  committee  was  appointed,  at  the  same  time,  to  bargain 
with  Mr.  Griffin  for  that  purpose,  and  to  make  provisioa 
for  the  immediate  completion  of  the  fortifications  in  view. 
A  letter  was  also  dispatched,  from  the  court,  to  Mr.  Fen- 
wick, desiring  him,  if  his  circumstances  would  permit,   to 
make  a  voyage  to  England,  to  obtain  nn  enlargement  of 
the  patent,  and  to  promote  other  interests  of  the  colony* 
Ifostiliu        Notwithstanding  the  unwearied  pains   the  commission- 
oftheNar-grs  Qf  thg  colonies,  and  the  colonies  themselves,  had  ta- 
ragame      j^^^  ^^  prevent  hostilities  among  the  Indians,  and  to  pre- 
serve the  peace  of  the  country,  the  perfidious  Narraoainsets 
were  continually  waging  war.     Pessacus  and  the  Narra- 
ganset  Indians,  in   violation  of  all   their  treaties,  had  re- 
peatedly invaded  the  Moheagan  country  and  assaulted  Un- 
cas  in  his  fort.     They  had  killed  and  taken  numbers  of  his 
men,  and  so  pressed  him,  that  both  Connecticut  and  New- 
Ilaven  were  obliged  to  dispatch  parties  of  men  to  his  as* 
sistance,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  completely  conquer- 
ing him  and  his  country. 
Governor  Winthrop  therefore  called  a  special  meeting 

4hc  colonjr  for  more  than  a  centvry  and  an  half.    May  the  descendants  ef- 
er  inherit  its  virtues  and  honors ! 
*  An  old  word,  meaiuag  the  ^aAtity  »f  inhabited  bixildiiin. 
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of  the  commissioners,  at  Boston,  on  the  28th  of  June,  Book  L 
1645.     Governor  Winthrop  and  Mr.   Herbert  Pelham,  v^^>/-%^ 
were  commissioners  for  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Thomas  Prince    1645. 
and  Mr.  John  Brown  for  Plymouth,  Edward  Hopkins  and  Extraor- 
George  Fenwick,   Esquires,    for  Connecticut,   goverrtor  ^°*^ 
Eaton  and  Mr.  Stephen  Goodyear  for  New-Haven.  of  the 

Immediately  on  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners,  they  commii- 
dispatched  messengers  into  the  Narraganset  and  Mohca-  5***"*5th 
gan  countries.     They  were  charged  to  accj^int  the  sa-  M,^n. 
chems  and   Indians  of  the  respective  tribes,  that  if  they  gen,  mdI 
would  go  to  Boston,  the  commissioners  would  impartially  J|^  ^ 
hear  and  determine  all  their  difierences ;  and  that,  howev-  JtT^^^ 
er  the  treaty  might  end,  they  should  be  allowed  to  go  and  suited, 
return  in  safety.     The  sachems,  at  first,  seemed  to  give 
9ome  fair  speeches ;   but  finally  determined,   that  they  ^ 

would  neither  go  nor  send  to  Boston.     The  Narragansets  » -1 

insulted  and  abused  the  messengers,  and  uttered  haughty 
and  threatening  speeches  against  the  English.  One  of 
the  sachems  declared,  that  he  would  kill  their  cattle  and 
pile  them  in  heaps  ;  and  that  an  Englishman  should  no  *# 

sooner  step  out  at  his  doors  than  the  Indians  would  kill 
him.  He  declared  that,  whoever  began  the  war,  he  would 
continue  it ;  and  that  nothing  shoulo  satisfy  him  but  the 
head  of  Uncas.  On  the  whole,  the  messengers  were  obli- 
ged to  return  without  effecting  any  good  purpose.  By 
them  Bfr.  Williams  wrote  to  the  commissioners,  assuring 
them  that  an  Indian  war  would  soon  break  out ;  and  that, 
as  a  preparative,  the  Narragansets  had  concluded  a  neu- 
trality with  Providence  and  the  towns  upon  Aqui^ney  isl- 
and. 

These  reports  roused  the  English  spirit.  The  commis- 
sioners, considering  that  the  Narragansets  had  violated  all 
their  treaties,  killed  a  number  of  the  Moheaeans,  taken 
others  captive,  destroyed  their  corn^  and,  with  CTeat  ar- 
mies, besieged  Uncas  in  his  fort ;  and  besides,  mat  they 
had  highly  insulted  the  united  colonies  and  abused  their 
messengers,  determined  that  an  immediate  war  with  them 
was  boUi  justifiable  and  necessary. 

However,  as  they  wished  to  act  with  prudence  as  well 
as'  spirit,  and  to  give  general  satisfaction  in  an  affair  of 
such  moment,  they  desired  the  advice  of  the  magistrates, 
elders,  and  a  number  of  the  principal  military  officers  in 
the  Massachusetts.  These  assembled,  and  were  unani*- 
mously  of  the  opinion,  that  their  engagements  obliged 
them  to  defend  Uncas  and  the  Moheagans :  that  the  de- 
fence which  they  were  obliged  to  give,  according  to  the 
common  acceptation  of  such  engagements,  cstended  not 
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Book  I.  barely  to  the  defence  of  Uncas  and  his  men  in  their  fort, 
v^N^^«i^  but  to  his  estate  and  liberties ;  and  that  the  aid  to  be  given 

1 645.    must  be  immediate,  or  he  would  be  totally  ruined. 
War  with       It  was  therefore  determined,  that  a  war  with  the  Indian? 
the  Narra-  ^y^^  j,,s^^  ^jj^f  ^^e  case  should  be  stated  in  short,  and  war, 

deienuia-  ^^*^^  ^^^  reasons  of  it,  be  proclaimed.     A  day  of  fasting 
ed.  and  prayer  was  appointed  on  the  fourth  of  September.     It 

was  resolved.  That  three  hundred  men  should  be  forth* 
with  raised,  and  sent  against  the  enemy.  Massachusetts 
were  to  furnish  190,  Plymouth  and  Connecticut  40  each, 
and  New-Haven  30.  As  the  troops  from  Connecticut  and 
New-Haven,  who  had  assisted  in  aefending  Uncas,  the  for- 
mer part  of  the  summer,  were  about  to  return  to  their  res- 
pective colonics,  forty  men  were  impressed  in  the  Massac 
chusetts,  and  marched  in  three  days,  completely  armed  and 
victualled.  These  were  commanded  by  Humphry  Atber- 
ton.  Oixlers  were  dispatched  to  the  troops  to  oe  raised  in 
Connecticut  and  New-Haven,  to  join  them  at  Moheagan* 
A  commission  was  forwarded  to  captain  Mason  to  take  the 
command  of  all  the  troops,  until  the  %vhole  army  should 
form  a  junction.  The  chief  command  of  the  army  was 
given  to  major  Edward  Gibbons,  of  Massachusetts.  He 
was  instructed  not  only  to  defend  Uncas,  but  to  invade  and 
distress  the  Narragansets  and  Nehanticks,  with  their  con- 
federates. He  had  instructions  to  offer  them  peace.  If 
they  would  receive  it  upon  honorable  terms,  he,  with  his 
officers,  had  power  to  make  a  treaty  with  them.  If  the  en- 
emy should  flee  from  the  anny,  and  would  neither  fight  nor 
make  peace,  the  commander  had  orders  to  build  forts  in 
the  Nenantick  and  Narraganset  country  ;  to  which  he  might 
gather  the  enemy's  corn  and  goods,  as  far  as  it  should  be  in 
ni$  power. 

The  Narragansets  had  sent  a  present  to  governor  Win- 
throp,  of  Boston,  desiring  that  they  might  have  peace  with 
the  English,  but  wage  war  with  Uncas,  and  avenge  the 
death  of  Miantonimoh.  The  governor  refused  to  receive 
the  present  upon  such^terms;  but  the  messengers,  by 
whom  it  was  carried,  urging  that  they  might  leave  it  until 
thev  could  consult  their  sachems,  he  suflered  it  to  be  left 
witQ  him.  The  commissioners  ordered,  that  it  should  'be 
immediatelv  returned.  Captain  Hurding,  Mr.  Wilbol^ 
and  Benedict  Arnold,  were  sent  into  the  Narraganset  coun^ 
try,  to  return  the  present,  and  to  assure  Pessacus,  Canoni- 
cus,  Janimo,  and  the  other  sachems  of  the  Narraganset  and 
Nchantick  Indians,  that  they  would  neither  receive  their 
presents,  nor  give  them  peace,  until  they  should  make  sat- 
isfaction  for  past  injuries,  and  give  sccui'ityfgr  their  peace*' 
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able  conduct  for  the  future.    They  were  to  certify  the  In-  Book  I. 
dians,  that  the  English  were  rcadfy  for  war;  and  that  ifv^^v^^/ 
War  was  their  choice,  they  would  direct  their  affitirs  for    1645. 
that  purpose.    At  the  same  time,  they  had  orders  to  as- 
sure them,  that  if  they  would  make  satisfaction  for  the  dam- 
ages which  they  had  done,  and  give  security  for  their 
peaceable  conduct,  in  time  to  come,  they  should  know, 
that  the  English  were  as  desirous  of  the  peace,  and  as 
tender  of  the  blood  of  the  Narragansets,  as  they  had  ever 
been. 

The  messengers  prosecuted  their  journey  with  great  dis- 
patch, and  brought  back  word,  that  ressacus,  chief  sachem 
of  the  Nan'agansets,  and  others,  were  coming  to  Boston 
.  forthwith,  vested  with  full  poiii^ers  to  treat  with  the  conmiis- 
sioners.  The  messengers,  though  sent  on  pdrpose  to  ear- 
ly back  the  present,  and  to  assure  the  Indians  that  the  En- 
.glish  would  not  receive  it,  returned  with  it  to  Boston. 
They  also  wrote  to  captain  Mason,  acquainting  him  that 
there  were  hopes  of  peace  with  the  Indians. 

The  commissioners,  therefore,  while  they  acknowledg- 
ed the  pains  and  expedition  With  which  they  had  accom- 
plished their  journey  t  censured  themi,  for  not  attending  to 
their  instructions.  Especially^  they  judged  them  worthy 
of  censure,  for  bringing  back  the  present,  and  for  writing; 
to  captain  Mason;  The  latter,  they  imagined,  could  have 
no  ptner  effect  than  to  retard  his  operations. 
.  The  Indians,  finding  that  an  army  was  coming  into  the 
heart  of  their  country,  made  haste  to  meet  the  commission- 
ers, and  Ward  off  the  impending  blow.  A  few  days  after 
the  return  6f  their  messengers,  Pessacus,  Meeksamo,  the 
eldest  son  of  Canonicus,  and  Wvtowash,  three  principal 
sachems  of  the  Narragansets,  and  Awashequen,  deputy  of 
the  Nehanticks,  with  a  large  train,  arrived  ait  Boston. 

They,  at  first,  denied  and  excused  many  particulars 
whicfi  the  commissioners  charged  upon  them.  They  in- 
sisted on  the  old  story  of  the  ransom,  and  proposed  to  make 
a  truce  with  Uncas,  until  the  next  planting  time^  or  for  a 
year.  The  commissioners  assured  them,  that  matters  were 
now  come  to  a  crisis,  and  that  they  woukl  accept  of  no  such 
terms.  They  charged  the  Indian  sachems  with  their  per- 
fidious breach  of  treaties,  with  the  iniuries  they  had  done 
to  Uncas,  with  their  insults  of  the  English,  and  with  the 

Sreat  trouble  and  expense  to  which  they  had  put  them,  to 
efend  Uncas,  and  maintain  the  peace  of  the  country. 
The  Indians,  finally,  though  with  great  reluctance,  ac-  .p^  j^_ 
knowledced  their  breach  of  treaties.     One  of  the  sachems  diant  treat 
presentea  the  commissioners  with  a  stick,  signifying,   by  for  peace. 

U 
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Book  I.  that  token,  that  he  submitted  the  terms  of  war  and  peace 
s^-v--w/  into  their  hands,  and  wished  to  know  what  they  required 
1645.    of  the  Indians. 

The  commissioners  represented  to  them,  that  the  charge 
and  trouble  which  they  had  brought  on  the  colonies  was 
very  great,  besides  all  the  loss  and  damages  which  Unca^ 
had  sustained.  They  charged  all  these,  upon  their  infrac- 
tion of  the  treaties  which  they  had  made  with  the  colonies, 
^  and  with  Uncas.     They  assured  the  Indians,   that  though 

two  thousand  fathom  of  white  wampum  would,  by  no  means, 
he  equal  to  the  expense  to  which  they  had  put  the  colo- 
nies, entirely  by  their  violation  of  their  treaties ;  yet,  to 
show  their  moderation,  they  would  accept  of  that  sum  for 
all  past  damages.  It  was  required,  that  they  should  re- 
store  to  Uncas  all  the  captives  and  canoes  which  they  had 
taken  from  him ;  that  they  should  submit  all  matters  of 
controversy,  between  them  and  Uncas,  to  the  commission- 
ers, at  their  next  meeting ;  and  that  they  should  maintain 
])erpctual  peace  with  the  English,  and  all  their  subjects 
and  allies,  ^^inally,  hostages  were  demanded,  as  a  securi- 
ty for  the  performance  of  the  treaty.*  These,  indeed, 
were  hard  terms.  The  Indians  made  many  exceptions  to 
them  ;  but  as  they  knew  the  English  were  gone  mto  their 
country,  and  were  fearful  that  hostilities  would  be  com- 
menced, even  while  the  treaty  was  pending,  they  submit- 
ted to  them.  Some  abatement  was  made,  as  to  the  times 
of  payment  at  first  proposed,  and  it  was  agreed  that  Un- 
cas should  restore  to  the  Narragansets  all  captives  and  ca- 
noes which  he  had  taken  from  them.  This  gave  the  Nar- 
ragansets and  Nehanlicks  some  ease  ;  but  it  was  with  great 
reluctance,  that  they  finally  signed  the  articles.  Nouiing 
but  the  necessity  of  the  case,  could  have  been  a  sufficient 
inducement. 
Articles  On  the  30th  of  August,  the  articles  were  signed,  and  the 
Bigiied.  Indians  left  several  of  their  number,  as  hostages,  until  the 
children,  who  had  been  agreed  upon  for  a  permanent  secu- 
rity, should  be  delivered. 

The  troops  which  had  been  raised  were  disbanded,  and 

the  day  appointed  for  a  general  fast  was  celebrated  as  a 

dav  of  general  thanksgiving. 

Denips  to     New-Haven,  this  year,  appointed  Mr.  Gregson  tfieir 

obtain  pat- agent  to  the  parliament  in  England,  to  procure  a  patent 

*°^-         for  the  colony.     The  court  at  New-Haven,  voted,  that  it 

was  a  proper  time  to  join  with  Connecticut,  in  procuring  a 

patent  from  parliament,  for  these  parts.t     It  appears,  that 

*  Records  of  the  united  colonies, 
t  Rectrds  ofNew-Uaven. 
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both  Connecticut  and  New-Haven,  at  this  lime,  had  it  in  Book  I. 
contemplation  to  obtain  charters  from  parliament,  for  their  v,^^v-^/ 
^  respective  jurisdictions  ;  but  Mr.  Fen  wick,  who  had  b<'en    lti45. 
desired  to  undertake  a  voyage,  for  this  purpose,  in  beh:ilf 
of  Connecticut,  did  not  accept  the  appointment,  and  Mr. 
Gregson  was  lost  at  sea.     In  consequence  of  these  circum- 
stances, and  the  state  of  affairs  in  England  afterwards,  the 
business  rested  until  after  the  restoration. 

Thus   year  Tunxis   was  named   Farmington.     At   thisTo«m«in 
time,  there  were  in  the  colony  of  Connecticut  eight  ta)^a-  t'onnw-.ii- 
ble  towns  ;  Hartford,  Windsor,   Weathersfiehl,  Stratford,  ^eJ^-Ha^ 
Fairfield,  Saybrook,  South-Hampton  and  Farmington.     In  vco. 
the  colony  of  New-Haven  were  six;  Ncw-IIaven,   Mil- 
ford,  Guilford,  Southhold,  Stamford  and  Branford. 

In  1646  there  was  an  alteration  in  the  act  respecting  ju-  1W6. 
ries.  In  1644,  an  act  passed  authorizing  the  court  of  mag- 
istrates to  increase  or  mitigate  the  damages  given  by  ver- 
dict of  the  jury.  It  was  now  enacted,  that  whatever  al-  -^P"'  ^• 
terations  should  be  made  of  this  kind,  at  any  time,  should 
be  made  in  open  court,  in  the  presence  both  of  the  plain- 
tiff and  defendant,  or  upon  affidavit  made,  that  they  had 
been  summoned  to  appear. 

At  this  court  the  town  of  Fairfield  made  objections  to  that 
part  of  the  act  passed  in  1644,  which  admitted  of  a  jury  of 
six.  They  insisted  on  twelve  jurymen  in  all  cases  triable 
by  a  jury  ;  but  consented,  that  eight  out  of  twelve  should 
bring  in  a  verdict.  It  does  not  appear,  that  a  jury  of  six 
was  ever  empanncUed,  after  this  time.  Tlic  laws  were 
soon  after  revised,  and  ordained  a  jury  of  twelve  in  all 
cases  which  reciuired  a  jury. 

The  commissioners  ol  the  united  colonies  met,  this  year, 
at  New-Haven.     The   Dutch  continuing  their  injurious 
conduct  against  the  English,  complaints  were  made  to  the 
commissioners,  of  the  recent  and  repeated  insults  and  dam- 
ages which  they  had  received  from  them.     Instead  of  niak-. 
ing  them  thp  least  satisfaction  for  past  injuries,  they  pro-, 
ceeded  to  new  instances  of  insolence  and  abuse.     Kieft  Kieft^t 
wrote  a  most  imperious  letter  to  governor  E^aton^  charging  ^^^^^  ??* 
him,  and  the  people  at  New-Haven,  with  an  unsatiahle  de-  ^^  ^'"' 
sire  of  possessing  that  which  belonged  to  the  Dutch  na- 
tion.   He  affirmed,  that  contrary  to  ancient  leagues,  be- 
tween the  kings  of  England  and  the  States  General,  con- 
trary to  the  law  of  nations,  and  bis  protestations,  they  had, 
indirectly,  entered  upon  the  limits  of  New-Netherlands,  I  •■ 

He  therefore  protested  against  them,  as  breakers  of  the  •  ^1 

peace  and  disturbers  of  the  public  tranquillity.     Indeed  he 
proceeded  so  far  as  to  threaten,  that  if  the  English^  a; 
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New-Haven,  did  not  restore  the  places  which  they  had  u- 
surped,  and  repair  the  losses  which  the  Dutch  had  sustain- 
ed, ^hat  they  would,  by  such  means  as  God  should  afford, 
recover  them.  He  affirmed,  that  the  Dutch  would  not 
view  it  as  inconsistent  with  the  public  peace,  but  should 
impute  all  the  evils,  which  might  ensue,  to  the  English.* 

Governor  Eaton  replied  to  this  letter,  that  the  colony 
yndei:his  government  had  never  entered  upon  any  land,  tQ 
which  the  I)utch  hsid  an^  known  title  :  That,  notwithstand- 
ing all  the  injuries  received  from  the  Dutch,  and  the  very 
unsatisfying  answers  which  their  governor  had  given,  froiq 
time  to  time,  the  colony,  in  his  apprehensions,  had  donq 
nothing  inconsistent  with  the  law  oi  God,  the  law  of  na« 
tions,  nor  with  the  ancient  leagues  subsisting  between 
England  and  Holland.  He  therefore  assured  him,  that 
the  colony  would  cheerfully  submit  all  dififerenccs,  between) 
them  and  the  Dutch,  t6  an  impartial  hearing  and  adjudica- 
tion, either  in  Europe  or  America. 

The  Dutch,  at  Hartfordj  maintained  a  distinct  and  inde-; 
pendent  government.  They  resisted  the  laws  of  the  coIo* 
ny,  and  counteracted  the  natural  rights  of  men.  They  in- 
veigled an  Indian  woman  who,  havmg  been  liable  to  pub- 
lic punishment,  fled  from  her  master.  It  was  supposed, 
that  the  Dutch  kept  her  for  the  purpose  of  wstntonness*' 
Though  her  master  demanded  her,  as  hjs  property,  and 
the  magistrates,  as  a  criminal,  on  whom  the  law  ought  toi 
have  its  course,  yet  they  would  not  restore  her.  '  The 
Dutch  agent  at '  Hartford,  in  the  heighth  of  disorder,  re- 
sisted the  guard.  He  drew  his  rapier  upon  the  soldiers, 
and  broke  it'  upon  their  arms.  He  then  escaped  to  thd 
fort,  and  there  defended  himself  with  impunity.  • 

The  commissioners  of  Connecticut  and  New-Haven 
made  complaint  of  these  insults  and  misdeoiieanors  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  united  colonies,  and  laid  open  the 
whole  conduct  of  the  Dutch  towards  them.  They  repre- 
sented, that  in  answer  to  their  complaints  of  past  injuries, 
they  had,  instead  of  satisfaction,  received  nothing  but  in- 
jury and  abuse. 

The  commissioners,  upon  a  deliberate  view  of  the  case, 
wrote  to  the  Dutch  governor,  stating  how  they  had  writteii 
to  him  from  time  to  time ;  and,  in  consideration  of  the  great 
worth  of  peace,  had  atteinpted  to  compromise  the  differ- 
ences which  had  so  long  subsisted  between  the  Dutch  and 
their  confederates.  '  They  observed  to  the  governor,  that 
he  had  returned  nothing  but  an  ignoramus,  with  an  ofien- 

*  Kieft'0  letter  to  |;overnor  Eaton,  on  the  recorda  of  the  united  colo- 
nic*. 
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sive  addition,  which  they  left  to  his  review  and  better  con-  Book  I, 
atderation.  They  statec)  the  af&ir  at  Hartford,  and  ob-  v^^^v^^/ 
served,  that  had  the  Dutch  agent  been  slain,  in  the  haugH-  1646. 
ty  affront  which  he  had  givjcn,  his  blood  would  have  been 
upon  his  own  head.  They  assured  bim,  that  his  agent 
9nd  the  company  at  Hartford,  had  proceeded  to  an  intole- 
rable state  of  conduct :  that  thev  bi^d  forcibly  taken  away 
their  cattle  from  authority,  ahq  made  an  assault  upon  a 
man,  who  had  legally  sought  justice  for  damages  which  he 
had  sustained;  that  they  struck  him,  and,  ina  nostile  man- 
ner, took  his  team  ancf  loading  from  him.  The  commis- 
sioners noticed  the  letter  of  the  Dutch  governor  to  the  col- 
ony of  New-Haven^  and  manifested  their  approbation  of 
the  answer  which  governor  Eaton  had  given.  They  ex- 
pressed their  hopes,  that  it  would  give  satisfaction.  They 
concluded  by  observing,  that,  to  prevent  all  inconvenien- 
ces which  might  arise  from  any  part  of  the  premises,  thev 
iad  sent  an  express,  by  whom  they  wished  to  receive  such 
an  answer  as  might  satisfy  them  of  his  concurrence  with 
themi,  to  embrace  and  pursue  righteousness  and  peace. 

Several  of  the  English  who  had  traded  with  the  Dutch, 
had  not  been  able  to  recover  their  just  debts,  and  gover- 
nor Kieft  would  not  afford  them  that  assistance  which  was 
necessary  for  the  obtaining  of  justice.  Mr.  Whiting,  of 
Connecticut,  complained,'  that  an  action  had  been  carried 
Against  him  at  Manhatoes,  in  his  absence,  and  when  he 
had  no  agent  to  exhibit  his  evidence,  or  plead  his  cause. 
He  also  m^de  complaint,  that,  upon  demanding  a  just  debt, 
long  since  due  from  the  Dutch,  the  governor  neglected  to 
give  him  that  assistance  which  was  necessary  for  the  rc: 
covery  of  his  right. 

The  commissioners  wrote  also  to  governor  Kieft  on  this 
subject.  They  desired  him  to  grant  Mr.  Whiting  a  review 
in  the  case  specified,  and  proper  assistance  in  the  recovery 
q{  his  debts  from  the  Dutch.  They  assured  him,  that  all 
the  colonies  would  grant  similar  favours  to  the  Dutch  in  al| 
their  courts. 

By  their  express,  the  commissioners  reci^ived  two  letters  Bafch  let*: 
from  the  Dutcn  governor,  in  answer. to  whiatthey  had  writ-^'V"^^ 
ten,  expressed  in  the  same  haughty  and  offensive  strain,  as  ^'^ 
his  former  letters.    He  denied  that  the  woman^  who  had 
been  detained  by  the  Dutch  at  Hartford,  was  a  servant, 
irith  many  other  iacts  which  had  been  stated  by  the  com- 
missioners.    Instead  of  submitting  the  affairs  in  dispute  to 
a  legal  decision,  either  in  Europe  or  America,  be  still 
threatened  to  avenge  the  injuries  of  which  he  complained, 
by  force  of  armst     With  respect  t^  other  matters  of  special        •, 


mistion- 
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Book  I.  importance,  he  passed  thcsm  without  the  least  notice.  He 
>^r«v^^/  compared  the  commissioners  to  eagles  which  soar  aloft,  and 
1646.  always  despise  the  little  fly;  but  he  assured  them,  that  the 
Dutch,  by  their  arms,  would  manfully  pursue  their  rights. 
He  then  finished  his  letters  in  this  remarkable  manner : — 
^'  We  protest  against  all  you  commissioners,  met  at  the  red 
mount,*  as  against  breakers  of  the  common  league,  and, 
also,  infringers  of  the  rights  of  the  lords,  the  states,  our 
superiors,  in  that  you  have  dared,  without  our  express  and 
special  consent,  to  hold  your  general  meeting  within  the 
limits  of  New  Netherlands." 
The  com-  The  commissioners  made  a  short  reply,  assuring  the 
""Trepiy  Dutch  governor,  that  they  could  prove  the  facts  which  they 
'  had  stated  to  him  in  their  letters ;  and  that  the  woman 
whom  the  Dutch  had  detained,  was  a  servant,  and  an  im- 
portant part  of  her  master's  property:  that  she  had  fled 
from  civil  justice,  and,  by  the  confession  of  Mr.  David  Pro- 
vost, Dutch  agent  at  Hartford,  had  be^n  defiled.  They 
insisted,  that  the  conduct  of  the  Dutch  at  Hartford,  was  in* 
tolerable,  and  complained,  that  he  had  given  no  orders  to 
redress  the  grievances  which  they  had  mentioned.  They 
also  complained,  that  he  had  made  no  reply  to  so  many 
important  articles,  concerning  which  they  had  written  to 
him.  With  respect  to  the  protest,  with  which  he  had  clo- 
sed his  letter,  they  observed,  that)  though  it  was  oflensive^ 
yet  it  agreed  with  the  general  strain  of  his  writing ;  and 
that  he  had  no  more  reason  to  protest  against  their  boldnesik 
in  holding  their  session  at  New-Haven,  than  they  bad  to 
protest  against  his  boldness  in  the  protest  which  he  had 
sent  them.  After  all  the  insult  which  the  commissioners 
received  from  the  Dutch  governor,  their  replies  were  cool 
and  without  threatening.! 
Plot  This  year  a  horrid  plot  was  concerted  among  the  In-i 

So^raor  ^'^^^'  ^^^  ^^^  destruction  of  a  number  of  the  principal  in- 
Hopkins  habitants  of  Hartford.  Sequassen,  a  petty  sachem  upon 
Hayoes,  the  river,  hired  one  of  the  Waronoke  Indians  to  kill  gover- 
*^'  nor  Hopkins  and  governor  Haynes,  with  Mr.  Whitingi  one 

of  the  magistrates.  Sequassen's  hatred  of  Uncas  was  in- 
satiable, and,  probably,  was  directed  against  these  gentle^ 
men,  on  account  of  the  just  and'  faithful  protection  which 
they  had  afifordcd  him.  The  plan  was,  that  the  Waraooke 
Indian  should  kill  them,  and  charge  the  mu|xler  upon  Un« . 
cas,  and  by  that  means  engage  the  English  against  him  to 
bis  ruin.    After  the  massacre  of  these  gentlemen,  Sequas^ 

*  The  Datch  catted  New-Haren  the  Red  Mount,  and  the  Red  Hin«| 
from  the  appearance  of  the  rockf  wett  and  north  of  the  town, 
t  Recorda  of  the  United  Colonies. 


^ 
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>seD  and  the  murderer  were  to  make  their  escape  to  the  Book  L 
Mohawks.     Watohibrough,  the  Indian  hired  to  perpetrate  ^^-^/-^/ 
the  murder,  after  he  had  received  several  girdles  of  warn-    1646. 
pam,  as  part  of  his  reward,  considering  how  Busbheag,  the 
Indian  who  attempted  to  kill  the  woman  at  Stamford,  had 
been  apprehended  and  executed  at  New-Haven,  conceived 
that  it  would  be  dangerous  to  murder  English  sachems.  He 
also  revolved  in  his  mind,  that  if  the  English  should  not 
apprehend  and  kill  him,  he  should  always  be  afraid  of  them, 
and  have  no  comfort  in  his  life.     He  also  recollected,  that 
the  English  gave  a  reward  to  the  Indians  who  discovered 
and  brought  in  Bushheag.     He  therefore  determined,  it 
would  be  better  to  discover  the  plot,  than  to  be  guilty  of  so 
bloody  and  dangerous  an  action.     In  this  mind  he  came  to 
-^Hartford,  a  few  days  after  he  had  received  the  girdles,  and 
made  known  the  plot.     Nearly  at  the  same  time  the  War- 
anoke  Indians  did  much  damage  to  the  people  at  Windsor,  ^^^'J^  ^* 
burning  up  their  tar  and  turpentine,  and  destroying  their  win^r. 
tools  and  instruments,  to  the  valueof  a  hundred  pounds  or 
more.     The  magistrates  at  Hartford  issued  a  warrant,  and 
apprehended  the  Indian  whom  they  supposed  to  be  guilty; 
but  the  Indians  rose  and  made  an  assault  upon  the  officers, 
and  rescued  the  criminal  from  justice. 

Upon  complaint  and  evidence  of  these  misdemeanors, 
the  commissioners  sent  messengers  to  Sequassen,  demand* 
inz  his  appearance  at  New-Haven,  and  they  ordered,  that 
if  ne  would  not  voluntarily  appear,  all  means,  consistent 
with  the  preservation  of  his  life,  should  be  used  to  take 
him.  Messengers  were  also  sent  to  Waranoke,  to  the  In- 
dians who  had  done  the  mischief  at  Windsor,  with  orders 
to  seize  the  delinquents,  and  bring  them  off,  if  they  judged 
they  could  do  it  with  safety.  Sequassen  had  art  enough  to 
keep  out  of  their  hands,  and  those  who  had  done  the  dam- 
are  could  not  be  found.  The  messengers  were  insulted  at 
Waranoke.  The  Indians  boasted  of  their  arms,  primed 
and  cocked  their  pieces  in  their  presence,  and  threatened 
that  if  a  man  should  be  carried  away,  the  Indians  would 
generally  rise  and  fight. 

The  commissioners,  on  the  whole,  judged  it  not  expe-  Resolaiion 
dient,  in  the  state  in  which  the  Indians  then  were,  to  pro-  respecting 
coed  any  further  than  to  resolve,  that  if  any  Indian  or  In-  j?*  '"^^ 
dians,  of  what  plantation  soever,  should  do  any  damage  to 
the  English  .colonies,  or  to  any  of  their  inhabitants,  that, 
upon  due  proof  of  it,  they  would,  in  a  peaceable  manner, 
demand  satisfaction.     But  if  any  sagamore,  or  plantation 
of  Indians,  should  hide,  convey  away,  entertain,  or  protect  '  ^ 

Mich  offender  oroffenders,  that  then  the  English  would  de-         >'     ^    -^ 
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Book  I.  rnand  datisfaction  of  such  Indian  sagamore  or  plantation^ 

<«^-v'-'v^  and  do  themselves  justice,  as  they  might,  upon  all  such' 

1646.    offenders.     At  the  same  time,  thev  oecbred,  that  they 

would  keep  peace  and  amitv  with  all  other  Indians.     This 

resolution  was  to  be  made  known  to  (he  Watanoke  Indians 

in  particular^ 

The  Indians,  at  particular  times,  were  very  mischievous^ 
and  gave  much  trouble  to  all  the  plantations.  Sometime 
after  the  settlement  of  Milford,  the  Indians  there  set  all  the 
adjacent  country  ah  fire.  It  was  supposed  that  their  de- 
sign was  to  burn  the  town  :  but  the  inhabitants  were  so 
fortunate  as  to  stop  the  fires  at  the  swamps  and  brooks 
which  surround  it  on  the  west  and  north.  By  this  means 
the  town  was  preserved; 

The  Mohawks,  though  not  hostile  to  the  English,  by 
coming  down  and  murdering  the  Connecticut  Indians,  put 
the  plantations  in  fear,  and  gave  them  not  a  little  trouble. 
Some  years  after  the  setdement  of  Milford,  they  Came  into 
the  town,  and  secreted  themselves  in  a  swamp,^  about  half 
a  mile  east  of  Stratford  ferry,  with  a  view  to  surprise  the 
Indians  at  the  fort.  The  English  accidentally  discovering 
them,  gave  notice  of  it  to  the  Milford  Indians.  They  at 
once  set  up  the  war  whoop,  and  collected  such  numbers 
that  they  ventured  to  attack  them.  The  Mohawks  Were 
overpowered,  and  several  of  them  taken.  One  stdut  cap- 
tive, the  Milford  Indians  determined  to  kill,  by  famine  and 
torture.  They  stripped  him  naked  and  tied  him  up  in  the 
salt  meadows  for  the  moschetoes  to  eat  and  toi^'ent  to 
death.  An  Englishman,  one  Hine,  finding  him  in  this  pit- 
eous condition,  loosed  and  fed  him,  and  enable  him  to 
make  his  escape.  This  very  much  concilated  the  Mo- 
hawks towards  the  English,  and  especially  towards  the 
family  of  the  Hines,  whom,  it  is  said,  they  ever  afterwards 
particularly  noticed,  and  treated  with  uncommon  fiieod-* 
ship. 
Per6dy  of  The  Narraganset  and  Nehantick  Indianfs  neglected  to 
itaLwU?*"  perform  any  part  of  the  treaty  which  they  had  made  the 
last  year.  They  neither  paid  the  wampum  stipulated,  nor 
met  the  commissioners,  at  New-Maven,  to  settle  the  differ- 
ences between  them  and  Uncas.  They  neither  restored 
the  captives  nor  canoes  taken  from  him,  nor  made  hiili  any 
compensation  for  the  damages  which  they  had  done  him. 
They  had  attempted  to  deceive  the  English  with  re$pe;ct 
to  the  hostages.  Instead  of  the  children  of  their  sachems 
and  chief  men,  whom  they  agreed  to  deliver,  they  made 
an  attempt  to  impose  upon  them  children  of  the  lowest 

"■  Ihis  is  known  hj  the  name  of  Mohawk  swamp  to  the  presest  tuie- 
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rank.     Even  to  this  time,  thev  had   not  brought  those  Book  L 
whom  they  had   promised*     They   were   still  intriguing  v^'v^^' 
with  the  Mohawks  ;  and,  by  presents  and  various  arts,  at-    1646. 
tempting  to  engage   them  against  the  English   colonies. 
The  commissioners  judged,  that  they  had  just  occasion  to 
avenge  the  injuries  which  they  had  received,  and  to  seek 
a  recompence  by  force  of  arms.     However,  that  they  might 
show  their  love  of  peace,  and  their  forbearance   towards 
tbese  barbarians^  they  dispatched    another    message  to 
them.     In  this  a  full  representation  was  made  of  these  par- 
ticalai^.     They  were  assured,  that  the  commissioners  were 
apprised  of  their  intrigues,  and  that,  in  the  eyes  of  all  the 
colonies,  they  had  rendered  themselves  a  perfidious  people. 

The  war  between  (he  Dutch  and  Indians  continuing,  a  Battle  ov 
great  and  general  battle  was  fought  between  them  in  that  Stnck- 
toart  of  Horseneck  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Strick-  ^^^ 
fand^s  plain.     The  action  was  long  and  severe,  both  par- 
ties  fighting  with  firmness  and  obstinacy.     The  Dutch, 
iritib  much  difficulty,  kept  the  field,  and  the  Indians  with- 
drew.   Great  numbers  were  slain  on  both  sides,  and  the 
graves  of  the  dead,  for  a  century  or  more,  appeared  like 
a  number  of  small  hills.* 

New-Haven  having  been  exceedingly  disappointed  in  J^^^'^^J^ 
trade,  and  sustained  great  damages  at  Delaware,  and  the  ^^^' 
larffe  estates  which  they  brought  into  New-England  rapid- 
ly declining,  this  year,  made  uncommon  exertionsi  as  far 
as  possible,  to  retrieve   their  former  losses.    Combining 
their  money  and  labors,  they  built  a  ship,  fit  Rhode-Isi- 
and|  of  150  tons ;  and  fi*eighted  her,  for  England,  with  the 
best  part  of  their  commercial  estates.    Mr.  Gregson,  cap- 
tain Turner,  Mr.  Lamberton  and  five  or  six  of  their  princi- 
fMiI  men  embarked  on  board.     They  sailed  from  New-Ha- 
Tcn  in  January,  1647.     They  were  obliged  to  cut  through  . 
the  ice  to  get  out  of  the  harbour.     The  ship  foundered  at 
sea,  and  was  never  heard  of  after  she  sailed.     The  loss  of 
this  ship,  with  the  former  losses  which  the  company  had 
atKtained,  broke  up  all  their  expectations  with  respect  to 
trade,  and  as  they  conceived  themselves  disadvantageous-  Attempts 
ly  situated  for  husbandry,  they  adopted  the  design  of  leav- ***'•■•'*• 
iDg  the  country.     They  were  invited  to  Jamaica,  in  the 
West-Indies.     They  had  also  an  invitation  to  Ireland.     It 
seems  they  entered  into  treaties  for  the  city  of  Galloway, 
which  they  designed  to  have  settled,  as  a  small  province 
for  themselves.?    Nevertheless  they   were  disappointed 
with  respect  to  all  these  designs.     Their  posterity,  wliQ 

^  Manascriptt  of  the  Rev.  Stephen  Moosoi^ 
i  Ma^alia,  B.  I.  p.  So,  26. 
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Book  L  they  feared  would  be  reduced  to  beggary,  made  respecta- 
N-^-v-^/  ble  farmers,  and  flourished,  with  respect  to  worldly  circunv- 

1647.    stances,  no  less  than  their  neighbours. 
Kiertionat.    At  the  election,  this  year,  at  Hartford,  nine  magistrates 
1647'"'^'*'   were  chosen.     Mr.  Cosmore  and  Mr.  Howe  were  elected 
for  the  first  time.     The  other  magistrates  were  the  same 
as  in  the  preceding  years. 

At  this  session  of  the  general  court,  an  explanation  or 
addition  was  made  to  the  tenth  fundamental  article.  By 
this  article,  as  it  stood,  it  was  the  opinion  of  some,  that  no 
particular  court  could  be  holden,  unless  the  governor  and 
four  magistrates  were  present.  It  was  therefore  decreed,! 
that  the  governor,  or  deputy  governor,  with  two  niagis- 
trates,  should  have  power  to  keep  a  particular  court,  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  established  ;  and,  that  in  case  neither 
the  governor,  nor  deputy  governor  should  be  present,  or 
able  to  sit,  if  three  magistrates  should  meet,  and  choose 
one  of  themselves  moderator,  they  might  keep  a  particular 
court,  which  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  should  be  deemed 
as  legal,  as  if  the  governor  or  deputy  governor  were  pres- 
.  ent.     All  orders  contrary  to  this  were  repealed«| 

^*  lb  ^^  tobacco,  about  this  time,  was  coming  into  use,  io  the 
uSTof  ^  colony,  a  very  curious  law  was  made  for  its  regulation,  or 
tobacco,  suppression*  It  was  ordered,  that  no  person  under  twenty 
years  of  age,  nor  any  other,  who  had  not  already  accus- 
tomed  himself  to  the  use  of  it,  should  take  any  tobacco  un^ 
til  he  had  obtained  a  certificate  from  under  the  hand  of  an 
approved  physician,  that  it  was  useful  for  him,  and  until 
he  had  also  obtained  a  license  from  the  court.  All  otherSi 
who  had  addicted  themselves  to  the  use  of  it,  were  probib* 
ited  from  taking  it,  in  any  company,  or  at  their  labors,  or 
in  travelling,  unless  ten  miles,  at  least,  from  any  conipa- 
hy ;  and  though  not  in  company,  not  more  than  once  a  day, 
upon  pain  of  a  fine  of  sixpence  for  every  such  offence. 
One  substantial  witness  was  to  be  a  sufficient  proof  of  the 
crime.  The  constables  of  the  several  towns  were  to  make 
presentment  to  the  particular  courts,  and  it  was  ordered^ 
that  the  fine  should  be  paid  without  gainsaying.§ 
Me  2.  At  a  court  in  June,  it  was  ordered,  that  the  lort  and  guns 
at  Saybrook,  should  be  delivered  to  captain  John  MasoPy 
and  that  he  should  give  Mr.  Eenwick  a  receipt  for  the 
.  premises.  At  the  desire  of  the  people  there,  captain  Ma- 
SQn  was  appointed  to  the  chief  command  of  the  fort;  and 
was  authorized  to  govern  all  the  soldiers  and  inhabitants  of 
the  town  ;  to  call  them  forth  and  put  them  in  such  airay  as 

*  t  The  enacting  style,  before  the  charter,  was.  It  is  orOered,  seateactd^ 
and  decreed.    Sometimes  one  of  the  words  only  was  used. 
X  Records  of  Connecticut,  folio  vol.  t.  p.  ISi,  163. 
i  ILecorde  of  Connecticut* 
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might  be  necessary  for  the  general  defence  of  the  country.  Book  I. 
Orders  were  given,  that  the  fortifications  should  be  repair-  v-^^vx^ 
ed,  and  that  the  country  rate  of  Saybrook  should  be  ap-    1647. 
propriated  to  that  purpose. 

This  court  granted  to  the  soldiers  of  the  respective  train  Soldiers 
bands  in  the  colony,  the  privilege  of  choosing  their  own  ol^  ^^ge 
ficers,  to  be  commissioned  by  the  court.  their  offi- 

The  conduct  of  the  Narraganset  and  Nehantick  Indians  <^^"' 
was  so  treacherous  and  hostile  that,  in  midsummer,  an  ex-  July  ^t^i* 
traordinary  meeting  of  the  commissioners  was  called  at  "jt^* »'*<'*'' 
Boston.     The  commissioners  were,   Thomas  Dudley  and  meetwiy 
John  Endicot,  Esquires,  from  Massachusetts ;  Mr.  William  of  the 
Bradford  and  Mr.  John  Brown,  from  Plymouth ;  governor  c.**"*"*"- 
Hopkins  and  captain  John  Mason,  from  Connecticut ;  gov- 
ernor Eaton  and  Mr.  Goodyear,  from  New-Haven.     Tho- 
mas Dudley  was  chosen  president. 

The  Narraganset  and  Nehantick  Indians,  had  not  only 
neelegted  the  performance  of  every  part  of  their  treaties 
wiOi  the  English,  hut  were,  by  all  their  arts,  plotting  against 
them.  By  their  wampum  they  were  hiring  all  the  Indian 
nations  round  about  them  to  combine  against  the  colonies. 
They  had  sent  messengers  and  presents  to  the  Mohawks^ 
to  engage  them  in  the  general  confederacy.  As  this'^ith- 
less  conduct  was  the  occasion  of  the  meeting,  the  commis- 
sioners immediately  dispatched  messengers  to  Pessacus,  Narragan^ 
Ninigrate,  Webetomaug,  and  all  their  confederates,  to  de-  J^J^  '®**  • 
clare  to  them  their  breach  of  covenant,  and  to  demand  their 
attendance  at  Boston.  The  messengers  were  instructed 
to  assure  them,  that  if  they  did  not  appear,  they  would 
send  to  them  no  more.  Pessacus  owned,  that  he  had  bro- 
ken covenant,  and  said  it  was  the  constant  grief  of  his 
spirit.  He  pretended  he  would  gladly  eo  to  Boston,  but 
be  was  unwell,  and  could  not  travel.  This  was  a  mere 
pretence,  as  there  was  no  appearance  of  indisposition  up- 
on him.  He  excused  himself  for  not  keeping  the.  treaty, 
because  he  was  frighted  into  it  by  the  sight  of  the  English 
army,  which  was  about  to  invade  his  country.  He  repre- 
sented, that  he  was  in  fear,  if  he  did  not  make  it,  the  En- 
Slish  would  follow  him  home  and  kill  him.  He  declared, 
owever,  that  he  would  send  his  whole  mind  bv  Ninigrate, 
and  that  he  would  abide  by  whatever  he  should  transact  in 
the  afiair. 

On  the  3d  of  August,  Ninigrate,  with  two  of  Pessacus's 
men,  and  a  number  of  the  Nehantick  Indians,  arrived  at  NinigraU 
Boston.     When  Ninigrate  came  before  the  commissioners,  appears 
Jie  pretended  great  ignorance  of  the  treaties  between  the  b««>'«.tha 
floglish  and  the  {ndians.    He  declared,  that  he  knew  no^^^JJ^^^  * 
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Book  I.  cause  wby  the  Narragansets  should  pay  so  much  wampom* 
K^^^v^^^  He  said  they  owed  nothing  to  the  English.  The  commis* 
1647.  sioners  acquainted  him,  that  it  was  on  account  of  their 
breach  of  treaty,  and  the  great  charge  which,  by  that  meant, 
ihey  had  brought  on  the  colonies,  that  the  Narrazansets 
engaged  to  pay  such  a  quantity.  Well  knowing  his  de- 
ceit, they  charged  him  as  being  the  very  man,  who  had 
been  the  principal  cause  of  all  tneir  trouble  and  expense, 
relative  to  the  Indians.  They  declared  to  him,  that  be 
was  the  sachem  who  had  threatened  to  pile  their  cattle  io 
heaps,  and  to  kill  every  Englishman  who  should  step  out 
at  his  doors.  At  so  home  a  charge,  which  he  could  not 
deny,  he  w^as  not  a  little  chagrined.  However,  he  ezci|i* 
cd  the  matter  with  as  much  art  as  possible.  With  respect 
to  the  wampum,  he  declared,  that  the  Narraeansets  had 
not  a  sufficiencv  to  pay  the  sum  required.  The  commis- 
sioners knew  that  the  Narragansets  were  a  great  nation, 
and  that  they  could,  at  any  time,  upon  shorj:  notice,  pay  a 
greater  amount  than  they  demanded.  They  considered 
the  demand,  not  only  as  their  just  due,  but  as  matter  of  pol- 
icy, as  far  as  was  consistent  with  justice,  to  strip  them  of 
their  wampum,  to  prevent  their  hiring  the  Mohawks,  and 
other  Indians,  to  join  with  them,  in  a  general  war  against 
the  colonies.  '^  1^^?  therefore,  insisted  that  the  whofe  sum 
should  he  paid.  They  declared  to  him,  that  they  were 
9ot  satisfied  with  his  answers.  Ninigrate,  after  he  had 
taken  time  to  consult  with  his  council,  the  other  deputies, 
who  were  with  him,  answered,  that  he  was  determined  to 
give  the  colonies  full  satisfaction.  He  desired  ten  days 
to  send  messengers  to  Narraganset,  to  collect  the  wampun 
due,  and  offered  himself  a  hostage  until  their  return.  Tie 
messengers  returned  with  no  more  than  two  hundred  filth* 
oms.  Ninigrate  imputed  this  to  his  absence.  He  desired 
liberty  to  return,  promising,  that  if  the  whole  .sum  should 
not  be  paid  by  the  next  spring,  the  commissioners  nugbt 
take  his  head,  and  seize  his  country.  The  commissionevs 
agreed  with  him,  that  if  within  twenty  days,  he  would  de- 
liver a  thousand  fathoms  of  wampum,  and  the  remainder 
which  was  due  by  the  next  planting  time,  they  would  dis- 
miss him.  They  also,  for  his  encouragement,  acquainted 
him,  that  although  they  might. justly  put  the  hostag)»  Iq 
death,  for  their  delays  and  breach  of  covenant,  yet  thejr 
would  forthwith  deliyer  them  to  him  ;  and  if  t^y  should 
find  him  punctual  to  his  engagements,  they  would  charge 
former  defects  to  Pessacus.  These  terms  he  gladly  ac- 
•cepted. 

The  co^^Dis8ione^s  irom  C^nnec^cut,  the  last  year|  > 
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made  complaint,  that  Mr.  Pyncheon  and  the  inhabitants  at  Book  L 
Springfield,  refused  to  pay  the  impost  which  had  been  im*  n.^^n^'-^^ 
poeed  by  Connecticut  for  the  maintenance  of  the  fort  at    1647. 
SaybrooK.     The  commissioners  judged,  that  the  fort  was 
of  great  consequence  to  the  towns  on  the  river;  but,  as  the 
affiiir  of  the  impost  had  not  been  laid  before  the  general 
court  of  Massachusetts,  and  as  the  commissioners  of  that 
colony  had  no  instructions  respecting  it,  a  full  hearing  had 
been  deferred  to  this  meeting. 

Meanwhile,  the  general  court  of  the  Massachusetts  had 
taken  up  the  affair,  and  passed  a  number  of  resolutions  re- 
fipecting  the  impost.  These  are  a  curiosity,  exhibiting  a 
lively  picture  of  human  nature,  and,  in  the  course  of  con< 
duct  consequent  upon  them,  will  afford  a  general  specimen 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  Massachusetts  anciently  treated 
i^r  sister  colonies.  The  resolutions  were,  at  this  meeting, 
laid  before  the  conunissioners,  and  were  to  the  following 
effect. 

1.  That  the  jurisdiction  at  Hartford  had  not  a  legal  pow-  Renoki- 
cr  to  force  any  inhabitant  of  another  Jurisdiction,  to  pur-  *'°°*  ®^**^ 
chase  any  fort  or  lands  out  of  their  Jurisdiction.  A^ssa- 

9.  TlKit  it  was  injurious  to  require  custom  for  the  main-  chusetti, 
tenance  of  a  fort  which  is  not  useful  to  those  of  whom  it  respecting 
was  demanded.  thctmpod^ 

3.  That  it  was  unequal  for  Connecticut  to  impose  a  cus- 
tom upon  their  friends  and  confederates,  who  have  no  more 
bencnt  of  the  river,  by  the  exporting  or  importing  of  goods, 
than  strangers  of  another  nation,  who,  though  they  lived  iu 
Hartford,  paid  none. 

^  4.  That  the  propounding  and  standing  upon  an  impo- 
ution  of  custom,  to  be  paid  at  the  river's  mouth,  by  such 
as  were  of  our  jurisdiction,  hindered  our  confederation  ten 
years,  and  there  was  never  any  paid  to  this  day  ;  and  that 
liow  to  impose  it  upon  them,  after  their  confederation,  would 
)iut  them  upon  new  thoughts. 

•  5.  That  it  appeared  to  them  very  hard,  that  any  of  their 
jurisdiction  should  be  forced  to  such  a  disadvantage,  as 
would  necessarily  enslave  their  posterity,  by  imposine  such 
rates  and  customs,  as  would  either  constrain  them  to  depart 
from  their  habitations,  or  weaken  their  estates ;  especially 
as  they  were  with  the  first  who  took  possession  of  the  river, 
and  were  at  great  charge  of  building,  &c.  which  if  they 
had  foreseen,  they  would  not  have  made  a  plantation  at 
that  place. 

6.  If  Hartford  jurisdiction  shall  make  use  of  their  power 
over  any  of  ours,  we  have  the  same  power  to  imitate  them 
ijx  t)ie  like  kind,  which  they  desired  might  be  forborne  o|| 
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Book  I.  both  sides.     These  resolutions  were  signed  by  the  secre- 
^^"'^^'^^  taiy  of  the  colony. 

1647.  Mr.  Hopkins  replied,  in  behalf  of  Connecticut,  that  the 
Gov.  Hop.  first  article  laboured  under  a  great  mistake :  that  the  im- 
tottie  re«<>  position  was  neither  to  buy  lands  nor  the  fort.  He  ohserv- 
lutioDs.  ed  also,  that  it  was  not  material  to  what  purpose  «n  impost 
was  applied,  if  it  were  lawful  in  itself,  and  did  not  exceed 
the  bounds  of  moderation.  With  respect  to  the  second 
article,  he  said,  that  it  imi)eached  all  states  and  nations  of 
injustice,  no  less  than  Connecticut :  that  their  practice,  in 
all  similar  cases,  warranted  the  impost.  He  urged,  that, 
for  twelve  years,  the  fort  at  Saybrook  had  been  of  special 
service  to  Springfield ;  and  that  it  was  so  still,  and  might 
be  for  a  number  of  years  to  come.  He  therefore  insisted, 
that  it  was  strictly  just,  that  the  inhabitants  of  that  town 
should  pay  the  impost.  He  said  he  was  willing  to  risk  the 
case,  and  have  it  decided  on  the  principles  of  strict  justice. 
The  third  article,  he  observed,  was  a  mere  presumption, 
and  had  no  just  foundation ;  besides,  if  it  were  founded,  he 
argued,  that  the  comparison  was  not  equal.  The  whole  of 
the  fourth  article,  he  said,  was  a  mistake  :  that  the  confede* 
ration  was  completed  in  about  five  years  from  the  first  men- 
tioning of  it,  and  that  it  was  not  retarded  by  the  means  sag* 
gested,  nor  were  they  ever  mentioned.  With  reference  t# 
the  fifth  article,  he  replied,  that  all  taxes  weakened  estates, 
and  if  this  were  a  ground  of  objection  aeainst  the  impost, 
then  no  tax  or  impost  could  ever  be  laid.  He  insisted, 
that  the  impost  was  just  and  moderate,  and,  therefore,  could 
not  enslave  the  inhabitants  of  Springfield.  The  towns  in 
Connecticut,  he  observed,  we|^  settled  before  Springfield, 
and  that  town  had  been  at  no  expense  in  making  setde* 
ments,  more  than  the  towns  in  Connecticut.  H^  said,,  if 
Connecticut,  at  any  time,  should  become  exorbitant  in  its 
impositions  upon  any  of  the  colonies,  they  would  find  a 
remedy  in  the  confederation.  With  reference  to  the  last 
article,  he  declared  his  willingness,  in  all  similar  cases,  to 
submit  to  the  like  imposition. 
Detenni-  The  commissioners,  upon  a  full  hearing,  determined^ 
Mtionof    that  it  WBs  of  weighty  consideration  to  all  the  plantations 


the  com- 


len. 


upon  the  riv<^r,  that  the  mouth  of  it  should  be  secured,  and 
a  safe  passage  for  goods,  up  and  down  the  river,  be  main'' 
tained,  though  at  some  expense  ^  and,  that  as  Springfieki 
enjoyed  the  benefit,  the  inns^bitants  should  pay  the  impost 
of  two  pence  per  bushel  for  corn,  and  a  penny  on  the  pound 
for  beaver,  or  twenty  shillings  upon  every,  hogshead.  Ne: 
vertheless,  out  of  respect  and  tenderness  to  the  Massachu^i 
petts,  it  was  resolved,  that  Springfield,  or  t)|e  general  couit^  t  * 
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might  have  the  liberty  of  exhibiting  further  reasons  against  Book  L 
the  impost,  if  any  should  occur.  v^^><^^ 

At  this  meeting,  Mr.  John  Winthrop,  of  Pequot,  laid    1647. 
claim  to  the  whole  country  of  the  w^estern  Nehanticks,  in-  Mr.  Wm- 
cluding  a  considerable  part  of  the  town  of  Lyme.     He  re-  *^»?P'» 
presented,  that  he  obtained  the  tide  to  this  large  tract  part-  uie^Nehan- 
Jy  by  purchase,  and  partly  by  deed  of  gift,  before  the  Pe-  tick  counJ 
quot  war.     He  petitioned  the  commissioners  to  this  effect :  ^^J* 
"  Whereas  I  haa  the  land  at  Nehantick  by  deed  of  gift  and 
purchase  from  the  sachem,  before  the  Pequot  war,  I  desire 
the  commissioners  would  confirm  it  unto  me,  and  clear  it  of 
all  claims  of  English  and  Indian^,  according  to  the  equity 
of  the  case."     As  he  had  no  deed  nor  writing  respecting 
the  land^  he  produced  the  testimony  of  three  Nehantick  In- 
dians. They  testified,  that  before  the  Pequot  war,  Sashions, 
their  sachem,  called  all  his  men  together,  and  told  them, 
that  he  was  determined  to  give  his  country  to  the  gover- 
nor's son,  who  lived  at  Pattaquasset,*  and  that  his  men 
Sive  their  consent :  that  afterwards  he  went  to  Mr.  Win- 
rop,  at  Pattaquasset,  and  when  he  came  back,  said  that 
he  had  granted  all  his  country  to  the  governor's  son ;  and 
also,  (hat  hp  had  received  coats  for  it,  which  they  saw  him 
bring.home.     Three  Englishmen  also  testified,  that  they 
had  hedrd  the  Indians  report  the  same  concerning  the  grant 
of  the  Nehantick!  country  to  Mr.  Winthrop.  Thomas  Stan- 
ton deposed,  that  he  remembered  Sashions,  sachem  of  the 
Nehanticks,  did  give  his  country  to  Mr.  John  Wihthrop, 
before  the  Pequot  war,  and  that  he  was  interpreter  in  that 
business* 

The  commissioners  of  Connecticut  pleaded  against  the  Repij  of 
claim  of  Mr.  Winthrop,  that  his  purchase  bore  no  date ;  Connecti- 
that  the  tract  pretended  to  be  purchased  or  given,  was  not  ^"J^*^" 
circumscribed  within  any  limits ;  and  that  it  did  not  ap- 
pear, that  the  Indian,  who  granted  the  lands,  had  any  right 
iD  them :  that  the  grant  was  verbal,  and,  at  most,  could  be 
but  a  vague  business.  They  also  urged,  that  it  did  not 
appear,  but  that  Mr.  Winthrop  purchased  the  lands  for  the 
noblemen  and  gentlemen,  in  whose  service  he  was,  at  that 
time,  employed;  and  that,  as  the  lands  had  been  conquer- 
ed, at  the  hazard  and  expense  of  Connecticut,  before  Mr. 
Winthrop  made  known  his  claim,  whatever  it  was,  it  was 
then  dormant,  and  of  no  validity.  They  further  insisted, 
that,  as  they  were  not  prepared  to  give  a  full  answer,  no 
decision  might  be  made,  until  Connecticut  should  be  fully 
heard  with  respect  to  the  premises. 

*  This  is  fometimes  spelt  Pamaquauet,  and  wa<,  I  luppote,  the  ^hidizn 
y   iiame  of  Saybrook. 
4    ■'  t  Some  ipelt  it  Neanticut. 
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Book  I.     The  commissioners  declined  any  decision  of  the  contro- 
v^-^v-*^*/  versy  ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  Mr.  Winthrop  ever  af- 
1647.    ter  prosecuted  his  claim.  As  it  seems  Mr.  Winthrop,  about 
this  time,  had  a  design  of  purchasing  Long-Island,  the 
commissioners  took  occasion  to  premonish  him,  that  the 
Island  was  already  under  engagements  for  considerable 
sums  of  money,  to  a  number  ofpersons  in  Connecticut  apdF'. . 
New-Haven.     They  represented  to  him,   that  any  titlar> 
which  might  be  derived  from  Mr.  Cope,  would  be  very  pre- 
carious, as  he  had  confessed  a  short  time  before  his  death.! 
The  commissioners,  this  year,  brought  in  the  number  of 
^**t*"f     P^''^  '"  *^®  several  colonies,  and  made  a  settlement  of  their 
accouDts.   stccounts.      The  whole  expenditure  of  the   confederate* 
was  1043  pounds:   10:  0.      There  was  due  to  Connecti- 
cut, 155  pounds:   17:  7,  which  the  colony  had  expended 
in  the  general  defence,  more  than  its  proportioi>«     New* 
Haven  had  expended  7  pounds :  0 :  0  more  than  its  pro- 
portion.    This  was  exclusive  of  all  tlie  expense  which 
these  two  colonies  had  borne  in  defending  themsehrea  a*' 
gainst  the  Indians  at  Stamford  and  its  vicinity,  and  in  at- 
tempting to  brine  the  murderers  of  the  EngKsb  to  condign 
punishment.      Massachusetts  and  Plymouth  paid  the  bal- 
ance to  Connecticut  and  New-Haven.  f 

On  the  27th  of  May,  Peter  Stuyvesant,  who,  the  lasl 
kto^t-  y^®"*'  ^^^  ^^^  appointed  governor  of  New-Netherlands^ 
ter  t? the'  arrived  at  Manhadoes,  and  commenced  his  government  of 
Dutch       the  t)utch  settlements.      The  commissioners  Wrote  bira  a 
goremor.   jong  letter  of  congratulation.     They  complained  also,  that 
the  Dutch  sold  aims  and  ammunition  to  the  Indians,  and 
even  in  the  English  plantations.      They  desired  that  an 
immediate  stop  might  be  put  to  so  dangerous  a  trade.  They 
made  complaint  also,  that  the  Dutch  had  laid  so  severe  aa 
impost  upon  all  goods,  as  greatly  discouraged  trading  with 
them,  while  all  the  harbors  in  the  united  colonies  were 
open  and  free  to  them.     As  the  Dutch  also  imposed  heavy 
fines  or  forfeitures  for  misentries,  or  defect  in  commissions, 
the  commissioners   desired  to  be  made  particularly  ac- 
quainted with  their  customs. 
I^ybrook       'I'his  winter,  the  fort  and  buildings  at  Saybrook  unac-* 
fort  burnt,  countably  took  fire,  and,  with  some  goods,  were  destroy- 
ed.    Captain  Mason,  with  his  wife  and  child,  narrowly  et^ 
caped  the  conflagration.     The  damage  was  estimated  ac 
nore  than  a  thousand  pounds. 

i  Records  of  the  united  colooies^ 
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CHAPTER  IX.  1647. 

Settlement  of  New-London*  Salaries  first  granted  to  civil 
officers.  Troubles  with  the  Narraganset  Indians.  Rhode- 
island  petitions  to  he  united  with  the  colonies  in  confede- 
ration. The  Massachusetts  resume  the  affair  of  the  im- 
post* Mr.  Westerhouse  complains  of  the  seizure  of  his 
vessel  by  the  Dutch,  in  the  harbour  of  New-Haven.  Mur* 
ders  committed  by  the  Indians  ;  resolutions  respecting  tha 
murderers.  Body  of  laws  compiled.  Debates  relative  to 
the  settlement  of  Delaware. '  7%e  Pequots  revolt  from 
Uncasj  and  petition  the  English.  ResolmHon  respecting 
them.  Mr.  Westerhouse  petitions  to  make  reprisals  from 
the  Dutch.  Letter  to  the  Dutch  governor.  Further  al- 
tercations respecting  the  impost.  Final  issue  of  that  af-  < . 
fair.  The  conduct  of  the  Massachusetts  upon  its  decis'  ^^ 
ton,  and  the  declaration  of  the  commissioners  respecting 
it.  Their  treatment  of  Connecticut  respecting  the  line  be* 
tween  the  colonies.  The  court  of  Connecticut  determine 
to  avenge  the  death  of  John  Whitmore^  and  detach 
men  to  take  the  murderer. 

THE  last  year  several  persons  began  settlements  at  Pe- 
quot  harbour.  Lots  were  laid  out  to  them,  but  part 
of  them  weie  soon  discouraged,  and  left  the  plantation. 
This  year  Mr.  Richard  Blinman,  who  had  been  a  minister^  ^^ 
in  England,  removed  from  Gloucester  to  this  new  settle- dwMt- 
ment ;  in  consequence  of  which  a  considerable  addition  tied, 
was  made  to  the  number  who  had  kept  their  station.  By  ^^^* 
the  next  year,  1648,  there  was  such  an  accession,  that  the 
inhabitants  consisted  of  more  than  forty  families.  Some  of 
the  principal  men  were  John  Winthrop,  Esq.  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Blinman,  Thomas  Minot,  Samuel  Lothrop,  Robert 
Allyn  and  James  Avery.  For  ttt^ir  encouragement,  the 
general  court  granted  them  a  three  years  exemption  from 
all  colonial  taxation.  Mr.  Winthrop  was  antnorized  to 
superintend  the  affairs  of  the  plantation.  The  next 
year  a  coujt  was  appointed  for  the ^triat  of  small  caus- 
es. Thd;j[tfdges  were  Mr.  Winthrop,  Thomas  Minot  and 
Samuel  Ii>Clthrop.  The  Indian  name  of  the  place  was  Na- 
meaugl'v^ilias  Towawog.  In  1654,  the  whole  tract,  now 
compnSed  within  the  towns  of  New-London  and  Groton, 
was  called  Pequot,  from  the  name  of  the  harbour  and  ori- 
ginal inhabitants.  By  this  it  was  known  for  about  four 
Tears.    On  the  24th  of  March,  1658^  the  asyembly  passed 
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Book  I.  an  act  respecting  it,  which  is  so  curious,  and  expressive  of 
v^-v-^/  the  feelings  of  our  ancestors  towards  their  native  countir, 

1648.    as  to  render  it  worthy  of  publication.  ,.-     *    ,  - 

The  ac£%f     "  Whereas,  it  hath  been   the  commendable  pra<5tice  of  jfl 
Mnemblj    ^jj^  inhabitants  of  all  the  colonies  of  these  parts,  that  as  thi^*ti 
IubLbm^  coiintry  bath  its  denomination  from  our  dear  native  coiuni^i 
try  of  England,  and  thence  is  called  New-England ;  so  th^Jfi 
planters,  in  their  first  settling  of  most  new  plantations,  have  / 
given  names  to  those  plantations  of  some  cities  and  towns  '  ■"'. 
in  Englandf  thereby   intending  to  keep  up,   and  leave   to 
posterity,  the  memorial  of  several  places  of  note  there,  as 
Boston,   Hartford,   Windsor,   York,   Ipswich,   Braintree, 
Exeter ;  this  court  considering,  that  there  hath  yet  no  place 
in  any  of  the  colonies  been  named  in  memory  of  the  city 
of  London,  there  being  a  new  plantation  within  this  juris- 
diction of  Connecticut,  settled  upon  that  fair  river  Mohea- 
gan,   in  the  Pequot  country,  being  an  excellent  harbour 
and  a  fit  and  convenient   place  for  future  trade,  it  being 
also  the  only  place  which  the  English  in  these  parts  have 
possessed  by  conquest,  and  that  upon  a  very  just  war,  up- 
on that  great  and  warlike  people,  the  Pequots,  we  there- 
fore that  we  might  thereby  leave  to  posterity  that  we  mem- 
ory of  that  renowned  city  of  London,  from  whence  we  had 
our  transportation,  have  thought  fit,  in  honor  to  that  famous 
city,  to  call  the  said  plantation  New-London."     The  name 
of  the  river  was  also  changed  and  called  the  Thames.* 
Salary  for       Until  this  time  the  governors  and  magistrates  appear  to 
the  gov-     have  served  the  people  for  the  honor  of  it,  and  the  public 
♦mor.        good.     The  general  court   took  the  affair  into  their  con- 
sideration, and  granted  the  governor  30  pounds  annually. 
The  same  sum  was   also  voted  for  the  deputy  governor, 
who  had  presided  the  preceding  year.     These  appear  to 
have  been  the  first  salaries  given  to  any   civil  officers   in 
the  colony,  and  to  have  been  a  compensation  for  the  ex- 
pense of  the  office,  rather  than  for  the  service  performed. 
tnectioQ        Upon  the  election  at  Hartford,  Mr.  Hopkins  was  cho- 
at  Hart-    sen  governor,  and  Mr.  Ludlow  deputy   governor.     Mr. 
isi'^*^  Haynes  supplied  the  vacancy  made  by  the  advancement  of 
Mr.  Ludlow,  and  Mr.  Cullick  was  elected  magistrate  and 
secretary  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Whiting. 
Commie-        1^  September  the  commissioners  of  the  united  colonies 
liooera       convened  at  Plymouth.     They  were  John  Endicot  and  Si- 
S^t*.  7.     °^^"  Bradstreet,   from  MassachusetU  ;  William  Biadford 
and  John  Brown  from  Plymouth  ;  governor  Jiopkins  and 
Roger  Ludlow,  from  Connecticut ;  governor  E^ton*  and 
John  Astwood,  frooiJiew-Haven. 

*  Recorda  of  CoooftcdHlftnd  New-Londan. 
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The  Indians,  both  in  the  Nchantick  and  Narraganset  Boor  I. 
country,  and  in  the  western  parts  of  Connecticut,  had  been  n^'n^^^/ 
more  perfidious  and  outrageous  this  year  than  at  any  time     1648. 
since  the  Pequot  war.     The  Narragansets  and  Nehanticks,  Berfidy  of 
instead  of  performing  the  fair  promises  which  they  bad  ^^^fT*' 
^  made,  the  last  year,  and  of  paying  the  wampum,  which  SL,.^ 
"^kiui  been  so  long  due,  hired  the  Mohawk  ana  Pocomtock 
Indians  to  unite  with  them  in  an  expedition  for  the  total 
destruction  of  Uncas  and  the  Moheagans.     The  Pocom- 
tocks  made  preparations  and  assembled  for  the  purpose. 
They  waited  several  days  for  the  arrival  of  the  Mohawks, 
who  were  to  have  joined  them  at  that  place.     The  Narra- 
gansets and  Nehanticks  removed  their  old  men,  women  and 
children  into  swamps  and  fastnesses,  and  prepared  an  army 
of  800  men,  who  were  to  form  a  junction  with  the  Mo- 
hawk and  Pocomtock  Indians,   in  Connecticut,  near  the 
Sfoheagans. 

The  governor  and  council,  apprised  of  their  designs, 
dispatched  Thomas  Stanton,  their  interpreter,  and  others 
to  Pocomtock.  They  found  the  Pocomtocks  actually  met 
.  in  arms,  and  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  Mohawks.  It 
was  represented  that  the  Mohawks  had  four  hundred  fire 
arms,  and  a  plenty  of  ammunition.  The  Pocomtocks  ac- 
knowledged that  they  had  been  hired  by  the  Narragansets. 
Such  a  confederacy  was  alarminz  to  the  colony.  What 
such  an  army  of  savages  might  enect  could  not  be  deter- 
mined. '  It  was  dangerous  to  suffer  them  to  march  through 
the  colony,  and  form  a  junction  near  the  plantations.  Sev- 
eral happy  circumstances  united  their  influence  to  frus- 
trate this  formidable  combination.  The  early  discovery 
of  th^  designs  of  the  enemy,  by  the  people  of  Connecticut, 
and  the  precautions  which  were  taken,  had  a  great  effect. 
The  Pocomtocks  and  Mohawks  were  assured,  that  the 
English  would  defend  Uncas  against  all  his  enemies,  and 
would  avenge  all  injuries  which  they  should  do  him.  The 
Mohawks  had  one  or  two  of  their  sachems  and  a  number  of 
their  men  killed  by  the  French.  They  therefore  did  not 
come  on.  The  Pocomtock  Indians  did  not  choose  to  march 
without  them  ;  and  the  Narragansets,  thus  deserted,  were 
afraid  to  proceed.     Thus  the  expedition  failed. 

The   Narragansets  not  only  plotted  against  the  united  Rhode- 
colonies,  but  committed  many  outrages  against  the  people  JlJ]^  ^j! 
of  Rhode-Island.     They  made  forcible  entries  into  their  admit- 
houses,  struck  and  abused  the  owners,  s.tole  and  purloined  tance  to 
their  goods.    At  Warwick  especially,  they  were  exceed-  ^SL^*^*^ 
ingly  troublesome.    They  killed,  in  that  plantation,  a^outnoiJ^ 
a  hundred  cattle,  exclusive  ql  •ther  injuries  which  they 
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Boor  L  did  t6  the  inhabitants.     Indeed,  the  Rhode-Islanders  were 

v^->^-*w/  so  harassed,  that  tbey  made  application,  by  their  repre- 

1648.    seotatives,  to  the  commissioners,  to  be  admitted  to  the 

confederation  of  the  united  colonies. 

R«pljr«f        The  commissioners  replied,  th^t  they  found  thejr  pre- 

iniiiiiniMiM  ^^^  *^®  ^^  ^  '^'^  ®^  confusion  and  danger,  and  that  they 
""""      were  desirous  of  giving  Uiem  both  advice  and  help.    They 
howjever  observed,  that  as  the  plantation  made  at  Rhode- 
Island,  fell  within  the  limits  of  the  ancient  patent  granted 
to  the  colony  of  New-Plymouth,  they  could  not  receive 
them  as  ^  distinct  confederate.     They  represented,  that  it 
was  the  design  of  the  honourable  committee  of  parliament, 
that  ^he  limits  of  that  colony  should  not  be  abridged  or  in- 
fringed. They  proposed,  that  if  the  Rhode-Islanders  would 
acknowledge  themselves  to  be  within  the  limits  of  Ply- 
mouth colony,  they  would  advise  how  they  might  be  re- 
ceived on  equitable  terms,  with  a  tender  regara  for  their 
convenience ;  and  that  they  would  afford  them  the  same 
advice  and  protection,  which  they  did  the  other  plantations 
within  the  united  colonics. 
Mewen-         The  commissioners  sent  messengers  again  to  the  Narrar 
gwj^^^oganset  and  Nehantick  Indians,  to  charge  their  treachery 
giuueu\!^  upoi>  them,  remonstrate  against  their  conduct,  and  demand 
the  arrearages  of  wampum  which  were  yet  unpaid.    Their 
outrages  against  the  inhabitants  of  Rhode-Island  were  par* 
ticularly  noticed,  and  the  sachems  were  peremptorily  cnar- 
ged  to  keep  their  men  under  better  government.  The  colo- 
nies wished  to  exhibit  all  forbearance  towards  the  Indians, 
and,  if  possible,  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  country. 
They  chqse  rather  to  restrain  the  natives  by  policy  and 
the  arts  of  peace,  than  by  the  sword. 
Further         The  general  court  of  Massachusetts  was,  by  no  means, 
Sitt?*\o*"  pleased  with  the  determination  of  the  commissioners,  the 
l5^^     fast  year,  relative  to  the  impost  to  be  paid  at  Saybrook, 
^Bft         A  conmiittee  was,  therefore,  appointed  to  draft  an  answer 
to  the  observations  and  pleadings  of  governor  Hopkins 
before  the  commissioners,  at  their  former  sessions. 

The  conmiittee  introduced  their  answer  with  a  number  of 
questions  relative  to  the  articles  of  confederation.  Some 
were  calculated  to  make  nothing  of  them,  and  exhibit  them 
in  a  point  of  li^ht  entirely  contemptible.  Others  related 
to  the  power  of  the  comi^issioners,  and  to  the  degree  in 
which  obedience  was  due  to  their  detenninations.  They 
inquired  whether  a  non-compliance  with  the  orders  of  the 
commissioners  would  be  a  breach  of  the  articles  of  confede* 
ration  ?  Thejr  complained,  that  they  had  not  a  greater  num- 
'ber  of  commissioners,  as  jyfassachusetts  wa^s  much  largey 
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than  the  other  colonies.  They  propesed,  that  they  should  Book  I. 
have  the  privilege  of  sending  three  commissioners,  and  s^^v^w/ 
that  the  meetings  of  the  confederates  should  be  triennial.  1648. 
They  then  proceeded  to  a  large  reply  to  the  areuments  of  Arf^moiti 
governor  Hopkins;  and  attempted  to  vindicate  the  reasons  ^8^^  *^- 
which  they  had  given  before  against  the  impost.  In  a4* 
•dition  to  what  they  had  formerly  c^ered,  they  endeavoured 
to  show,  that  if  Springfield  was  benefitted  by  the  fort  at 
Saybrook,  and  ought  to  pay  the  iaipost  on  that  account, 
that  New-Haven,  Stamford,  and  all  the  towns  on  that  side 
of  the  river,  ought  to  pay  it  no  less  \  because  they  had 
been  already  benefitted,  and  might  be  hereafter.  Since 
this  was  the  case,  as  they  pleaded,  they  objected  against 
ihe  commissioners  of  New-Haven,  as  disqualified  to  judge 
in  the  case.  They,  also,  objected  aeainst  the  decision  of 
the  commissioners,  because  it  was  made,  as  they  said,  with* 
out  a  sight  of  the  Connecticut  patent.  They  insisted,  that 
if  the  patent  had  been  produced,  there  mi^ht  have  been 
some  clause  which  would  have  helped  their  case.  Tho 
committee  pleaded  a  priority  of  possession.  They  affirm- 
ed, that  the  first  possession  of  Saybrook  fort  was  taken  by 
Mr.  John  Winthrop,  in  November,  1635 ;  and  our  posses- 
sion was  before  that :  for  those  who  went  from  Watertown, 
Cambridge,  Roxbury,  and  Dorchester,  the  summer  before, 
took  possession  in  our  name  and  right ;  and  had  a  commis- 
sion of  government  from  us,  and  some  ordnance  for  their 
defence.  And  in  this  state  they  remained  a  good  space. 
In  fine  they  urged,  that  if  the  impost  were  lawful,  it  was  not 
expedient;  that  they  could  view  it  in  no  other  light  than  as 
a  bone  of  contention,  to  interrupt  their  happy  union  and 
brotherly  love.  Indeed,  they  represented,  tnat  it  laid  them 
under  temptations  to  help  themselves  in  some  other  way. 
This  was  adopted  by  the  general  court. 

Governor  Hopkins  and  Mr.  Ludlow  insisted  on  the  an-  Rapi^iir 
swers  which  had  beenjgiven  the  last  year,  to  the  arguments  the  cooi- 
of  the  general  court  ofthe  Massachusetts.     They  attempt<f  2?Q??f 
td  to  show,  that,  notwithstanding  all  which  had  been  urged,  necticat 
the  arguments  in  favour  of  the  impost  remained  unanswer- 
ed, and  in  their  fiiU  force.     They  observed,  that  whatever 
propositions  might  have  been  made  by  the  Massachusetts, 
jn  1638,  with  respect  to  the  exemption  of  plantations  under 
their  government  fit>man  impost,  nothing  was  ever  granted 
i^pon  that  head:  that  afiairs  were  now  m  a  very  difierent 
state  from  what  they  were  at  the  time  ofthe  confederation. 
They  urged,  that  now  the  charge  of  the  fort  and  garrison 
at  Saybrook,  lay  upon  the  colony;  which  was  not  the 
£^e  at  that  time ;  and  that  nothtfig  could  be  fairly  pleads 
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Book  I.  ed  from  the  circumstances  in  which  the  colonies  confede- 
v^^^v-^/  rated. 

1648.  With  respect  to  priority  of  right,  and  the  commission 
which  bad  been  mentioned,  they  observed,  that  the  com- 
^-  mission  of  government  was  taken,  salvo  jure^  of  the  inte- 
rest of  the  gentlemen  who  had  the  patent  of  Connecticut, 
this  commission  taking  rise  from  the  desire  of  the  people 
that  removed,  who  judged  it  inexpedient  to  go  away  with* 
out  any  frame  of  government,  not  from  any  claim  of  the 
Massachusetts  jurisdiction  over  them  by  virtue  of  patent. 

With  reference  to  the  decision  of  the  commissioners, 
without  seeing  the  Connecticut  patent,  they  observed,  that 
a  copy  of  it  was  exhibited  at  the  time  of  the  confederal 
tion ;  that  it  had  been  well  known  to  many ;  and  that  the 
Massachusetts  in  particular  knew,  that  it  had  recently  been 
owned  by  the  honourable  committee  of  parliament ;  and 
that  equal  respect  and  power  had  been  eiven  by  it  to  all 
within  its  limits,  as  had  been  either  to  Massachusetts  or 
Plymouth,  within  the  limits  of  their  respective  patents. 

As  to  the  inexpediency  of  the  impost,  as  tending  to  dis- 
turb the  peace  and  brotherly  love  subsisting  between  the 
colonies,  they  replied,  that  it  was  their  hope  and  earnest 
desire,  that  in  all  the  proceedings  of  the  confederation, 
truth  and  peace  might  embrace  each  other.  But  they  in- 
sisted, that  pleading  for  truth  and  righteousness  ousht,  by 
no  means,  to  disturb  peace  or  brotherly  affection.  Indeed, 
they  maintained,  that  things  which  were  rational,  and  con- 
sistent with  truth  and  righteousness,  should  never  be  an 
occasion  of  (^ence  to  any. 

The  commissioners  of  Connecticut,  at  this  time,  produ- 
ced an  authentic  copy  of  their  patent,  and  governor  Hop- 
kins offered  to  attest  it  upon  oath.  As  this  was  the  third 
year  since  the  affair  of  the  impost  had  been  litigated  before 
the  commissioners,  it  was  urged,  that  it  might  have  a  final 
issue,  agreeable  to  truth  and  righteousness.  Governor 
Hopkins  and  Mr.  Ludlow  disputed  ihe  southern  boundary 
of  Massachusetts,  and  claimed  Springfield  as  lying  within 
the  limits  described  in  the  patent  of  Connecticut. 

The  commissioners  judged,  that  the  objections  offered 
against  the  gentlemen  mm  New-fiaven,  were  insufficient, 
and  the  commissioners  from  Massachusetts  gave  them  up. 
Upon  the  whole,  after  a  full  hearing  and  mature  delibera- 
tion, the  former  order,  in  favour  of  Connecticut,  was  con- 
firmed.* 
TliSTu!!  Notwithstanding  the  congratulatory  letter,  which  the 
^Qtcl,^      commissioners  addressed  to  Stuyvesant,  the  Dutch  govern 

*  Records  of  the  aDited  colonici. 
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nor,  at  their  last  session,  he  proved  not  the  most  comfort-  Book  L 
able  neighbour.     He  gave  no  answer  to  the  complaints  s^^^^^^k^ 
which  had  been  stated  to  him,  in  their  letter.    He  trans-    1648. 
mitted  no  account  of  the  customs  laid  upon  the  English 
merchants,  nor  of  the  cases  in  which  the  Dutch  made  sei- 
zures, so  that  it  was  extremely  diflicult  to  know  on  what 
terms  they  could  trade,  or  how  to  escape  fines,  seizures, 
and  confiscations. 

By  Stuyvesant's  order,  the  Dutch  seized  a  vessel  of  Mr.  Mr.  Wei- 
Westerhouse,  a  Dutch  merchant  and  planter  at  New-Haven,  ^"JSJ?^ 
while  riding  at  anchor  within  the  harbour.     He  preferred  a  of  the  ael- 
complaint  to  the  commissioners.     He  came  in  from  Vir-  zure  of  bit 
ginia,  and  gave  evidence,  that,  when  he  sailed  thence,  he  '^'P* 
made  a  full  payment  of  all  the  customs.  The  commission- 
crs  wrote  to  the  Dutch  governor  on  the  subject,  and  re-  nuwioaeii 
monstrated  a^inst  such  a  flagrant  insult  to  the  united  colo-  remon- 
nies,  and  against  the  injustice  done  to  Mr.  Westerhouse.  >tra*s  «»d 
They  protested  against  the  Dutch  claim  to  all  the  lands,  P"*^  * 
rivers,  and  streams,  from  Cape  Henlopen  to  Cape  Cod ; 
and  asserted  their  claim  to  all  the  lands  and  plantations  in 
the  united  colonies,  as  anciently  granted  by  the  kings  of 
England  to  their  subjects,  and  since  purchased  by  them  of 
the  Indians,  the  original  proprietors. 

At  the  same  time,  they  assured  him,  that  they  expected 
satisiieiction,  both  for  the  injury  and  affront,  in  taking  a  ship 
out  of  one  of  their  harbours,  upon  such  a  challenge  and 
title  to  the  place,  unjustly  claimed  without  purchase,  pos- 
session, or  any  other  considerable  eround.  They  repre- 
sented to  him  in  strong  terms,  the  absolute  necessity  of  a 
meeting  for  the  adjustment  of  the  differences  between  the 
Dutch  and  the  united  colonies.  They  professed  themselves 
to  be  inclined  to  pursue  all  proper  counsels  for  that  pur- 
pose. As  his  letters  to  them,  as  well  as  to  the  governors 
of  Massachusetts  and  New-Haven,  had  been  expressed  in 
such  indeterminate  language  on  the  subject,j  they  wished 
him  to  be  more  explicit.  They  avowed  their  determina- 
tion, that,  until  such  time  as  the  Dutch  should  come  to  an 
amicable  settlement  of  the  points  in  controversy,  neither 
their  merchants  nor  mariners  should  enjoy  any  privilege, 
in  any  of  the  English  plantations  or  harbours,  either  of  an- 
choring, searching,  or  seizing,  more  than  the  English  did 
at  the  Manhadoes.  Thev  declared,  that  if,  upon  search, 
they  should  find  arms  and  ammunition  on  boara  any  of  the 
Dutch  ships,  for  the  mischievous  purpose  of  vending  them 
within  the  limits  of  the  united  colonies,  to  the  Indians,  they 
would  seize  them,  until  further  inquiry  and  satisfaction 
should  be  made.     In  short,  they  avowed  their  purpose  of 
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Book  L  treating  the  Dutch  mariners  and  merchants  in  the  English 
\^^>y^^/  harbours  and  plantations,  in  the  same  manner  in  watch 
1648.    they  treated  the  En^sh.  They  declared,  that,  if  the  Dutch 
should  proceed  to  seize  any  vessel  or  goods,  within  any  of 
the  harbours  of  the  united  colonies,  whether  of  English, 
Dutch,  or  any  other  nation,  admitted  to  be  planters  in  any 
of  the  said  colonies,  they  should  be  necessitated  to  vindi- 
cate their  rights,  and  to  repair  the  damages  by  all  just 
*  means.* 
Ifr^Wliiif     Soon  after  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners,  Mr.  John 
SEStn*'  Whilmore,  of  Stamford,  was  murdered  by  the  Indians.    He 
tktober.    ^^^^  ^  peaceable,  worthy  man,  and  one  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  town  in  the  general  court  at  New- Haven.     He 
fell  as  he  was  seeking  cattle  in  the  woods.     The  sachem's 
son  lirst  carried  the  news  into  town,  and  reported  that  one 
Toquattoes  had  killed  him,  and  had  some  of  his  clothes,  of 
which  he  gave  a  particular  description.     From  this  cir- 
cumstance. It  was  suspected,  that  he  was  cither  a  principal 
or  an  accomplice  in  tne  crime.     No  such  evidence,  how- 
ever, could  be  obtained  as  would  warrant  the  apprehend- 
ing hhn.     The  English  took  great  pains  to  find  the  remains 
of  Mr.  Whitmore,  but  could  make  no  discovery  at  that  time* 
About  two  months  after,  Uncas,  with  several  of  his  Indians^ 
went  to  Stamford,   and  making  inquiry  concerning   Mr. 
Whitmore's  body,  the  sachem's  son  and  one  Kehoran,  an- 
other of  the  natives  who  had  been  suspected,  led  Uncas, 
with  his  men,  and  a  number  of  the  English,  directly  to  the 
place  of  his  remains.     Upon  carrying  them  into  town,  the 
sachem's  son  and  Kehoran  fell  a-trembling,  and  manifest- 
ed such  signs  of  guilt,  that  the  Moheasans  declared  that 
they  were  guilty.     But  before  they  could  be  apprehended, 
they  made  their  escape.     The  Indians  at  Stamford  and  its 
vicinity,  either  through  fear  of  their  sachem,  or  favour  to 
his  son,  or  from  some  other  cause,  charged  the  murder  upoa 
Toquattoes.     But  neither  he,  nor  the  other  suspected  per- 
sons, were  delivered  up,  nor  could  the  English  bring  them 
to  any  examination  respecting  the  subject. 
Marder  at      About  the  same  time  it  was  reported,  that  the  Indians 
J^J^"       upon  Long-Island  had,  some  years  before,  murdered  a 
number  of  Englishmen,  who  were  part  of  the  crew  of  a 
vessel  of  one  Mr.  Cope,  which  haa  been  cast  away  near 
the  island.     These   instances  of  bloodshed  gave   great 
alarm  to  Connecticut  and  New-Haven,  especiafly  to  Stam- 
ford, and  the  towns  in  that  vicinity.     Mrs.  Whitmore,  by 
letters  and  messengers,  sued  for  justice  against  the  mur- 
derers, of  her  husband.     The  Indians  grew  haughty  and 
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tiisolent,  and  censured  the  conduct  of  the  English.    It  was  Boos  I. 
dangerous  to  suffer  such  crimes  to  be  unpunished,  as  it  v^^nt^ 
would  embolden  the  natives  to  be  constantly  massacreing    1649. 
the  English.     But  as  nothing  could  be  done,  in  this  case, 
except  oy  an  armed  force,  it  was  deferred  to  the  conside- 
ration of  the  commissioners  of  the  united  colonies. 

At  the  general  election  in  Connecticut,  Mr.  Haynes  was.ES^ctioii!: 
chosen  governor,  and  Mr.  Hopkins  deputy-governor.   Mr.JJS*''*^ 
Ludlow  took  his  place  again  among  the  magistrates;    Th^ 
other  officers  were  as  they  had  been  the  preceding  year. 

In  consequence  of  the  burning  of  the  old  fort  at  Say- 
brook,  a  new  one  was  begun  the  last  year,  at  a  place  call* 
ed  the  new  fort  hill.  At  this  session  of  the  assembly,  or- 
ders were  given  for  the  erecting  of  a  new  dwelling-house 
in  the  fort,  arid  for  completing  the  works  and  buildings  at 
Savbrook.  The  magistrates  were  empowered  to  impress 
suitable  hands  for  carrying  the  business  into  effect,  and 
appropriations  were  made  for  that  purpose. 

Whereas  the  commissioners  of  Massachusetts,  in  their  Rcsolu- 
pleadings  before  the  commissioners  of  the  united  colonies,  ^'^^'^^J^* 
at  their  last  session,  had  expressed  their  doubts,  whether  ^b^,  in 
the  act  of  Connecticut,  imposing  a  duty  upon  ceilain  arti-  the  Maj 
cles  exported  from  Connecticut  river,  had  any  respect  to  ■*"<>"• 
the  inhabitants  of  Springfield,  the  general  court  declared, 
that  they  had  particular  respect  to  them,  as  under  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Massachusetts.     They  also  resolved,  that, 
in  their  best  apprehensions,  nothing  was  imposed  bn  them 
more  than  was  strictly  just,  or  than  had  been  imposed  on 
themselves ;  and  that  they  ought  to  submit  to  the  impost. 
They  declared,  that  the  execution  of  the  act,  with  respect 
to  their  brethren  at  Springfield,  had  been  deferred,  only 
that  the  judgment  of  the  commissioners  of  the  other  colo- 
nies might  be  had  on  the  premises.     The  assembly  also  re- 
solved, that  they  were  wholly  unsatisfied  that  Springfield 
did  fall  within  the  true  limits  of  the  Massachusetts  patent. 
They  also  expressed  their  earnest  wishes,  that  the  line 
might  be  speedily  and  fiilly  settled,  in  righteousness  and 

E»ace.  It  was  ordered,  that  these  resolutions  should  be 
id  before  the  commissioners  at  their  next  meeting. 
Mr.  Ludlow  had,  for  several  years  successively,  been 
desired  by  the  general  court  to  make  a  collection  of  the 
laws  which  had  been  enacted,  and  to  revise,  digest,  and 
prepare  a  body  of  laws  for  the  colony.  He  had  now  fin- 
ished the  work,  and  at  this  session  a  code  was  established. 
Until  this  time,  punishments,  in  many  instances,  had 
been  uncertain  and  arbitrary.  They  had  been  left  wholly 
to  the  discretion  of  the  court.    Defamation  had,  in  tome 
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Book  I.  instances,  been  punished  by  fine,  repeated  scourging,  and 
^^"^^""^  imprisonment.*     For  violation  of  the  sabbath,  there  is  an 
1649*    instance  of  imprisonnoent  during  the  pleasure  of  the  court* 
Unchastity  between  single  persons  was,  sometimes,  punish- 
ed by  setting,  the  delinquent  in  the  pillory,  and  by  whip- 
ping him  from  one  town  to  another.     But,  from  this  time^ 
the  laws,  in  genera),  became  fixed,  and  the  punishment  of 
particular  crimes  was  specified,  so  that  delinquents  might 
^      Know  wh&t  to  expect,  when  they  had  the  temerity  to  trans- 
gress. 

The  statute  now  required  a  jury  of  twelve  men :  that  iiv 
cases  in  which  they  were  doubtful  with  respect  to  law,  they 
should  bring  ro  a  non  liauet^  or  special  verdict ;  and  that 
matter  of  law  should  be  aetermined  by  the  bench,  as  it  is 
at  the  present  time.  But  if,  after  the  jury  had  been  sent 
out  repeatedly,  the  court  judged  they  had  mistaken  the  evi- 
dence, and  brought  in  a  wrong  veruict,  they  were  author- 
ised, in  civil  cases,  (o  impaonel  a  new  jury.  The  court, 
also,  retained  the  power  of  lessening  and  increasing  the 
damages  given  by  tne  jury,  as  they  judged  most  equitable.! 
All  cases  of  life,  limb,  or  banishment,  were  determined  by 
^ -a  special  jury  of  twelve  able  men,  and  a  verdict  could  not 
be  accepted  unless  the  whole  jury  were  agreed.  Con- 
necticut nowTiad  the  appearance  of  a  well  regulated  com- 
monwealth. 
Commis-       An  extraonlinary  meeting  of  the  commissioners  was 

nwetTjul  '^^'^^^  ^^^®  y^^"*  ^^  Boston.     The  members  were  Thomas 
23,  ^     ^  Dudley,  Esq'r.  Mr.  Simon  Bradstreet,  William  Bradford, 

Esq'r.  Mr.  John  Brown,   Edward   Hopkins,  EsqV.  Mr. 

Thomas  Wells,  Governor  Eaton,  and  Mr.  John  Astwood. 
The  setUe-     Governor  Eaton,  in  behalf  of  the  colony  of  New-Haven, 
mentor     proposed  that  eflectual  measures  might  be  immediately 

w\T«d.  ?^^P^^^  f"^^'  ^^^  settlement  of  Delaware  bay.  The  title 
'  which  a  number  of  merchants,  at  New-Haven,  had  to  ex- 
tensive tracts  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  by  virtue  of  fair 
purchases  from  the  Indians,  was  laid  before  Che  commis- 
sioners. The  fertility  of  the  soil,  the  healthfulness  of  the 
country,  the  convenience  of  the  several  rivers,  the  ereat 
advantages  of  ^settlements,  and  a  well  regulated  trade  there, 
not  only  to  New-Haven,  but  to  all  the  NewrEngland  colo- 
nies, were  strongly  represented. 

*  In  1646,  one  Robert  Bartlett,  for  defamation,  was  sentenced  to  stand 
m  the  pillory  during:  the  pubKc  lecture,  then  to  be  whipped,  paj  £S,  mud 
tfuffer  six  months  imprisonment.  This  year  one  Daniel  Turner,  for  the 
same  crimie,  was  sentenced  ten  be  whipped,  and  then  impriioiied  a  aoDth : 
at  the  nionlh^s  end  to  ^  to  the  post  again,  and  then  to  be  boond  to  hii 
good  behaviour. 

t  Oki  Connecticut  code,  p.  37. 
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The  commissioners,  after  a  full  hearing  and  mature  de-  Book  I- 
Ifberation,  were  of  the  opinion,  that  the  circumstances  of  v-^^n/*^^ 
the  colonics  were  such,  that  it  would  not  be  prudent,  at    1C49« 
that  time,  by  any  public  act,  to  ehcourage  the  settlement 
of  those  tracts.     Besides  the  contest  with  the  Dutch  and 
the  danger  of  involving  the  colonies  in  war,  it  was  observ- 
ed, that  they  had  scarcely  sufficient  numbers  of  men  at 
home  for  their  own  defence*,  and  the  prosecution  of  the 
necessary  affairs  of  their  respective  plantations. 

It  was  therefore  recommended  to  the  merchants  and  gen-  Advice  df 
tlemen  at  New-Haven,  either  to  settle  or  make  sale  of  the  ***?  ?**™" 
lands  which  they  had,  as  should  appear  most  expedient,  ^jfj^t-" 
The  commissioners  resolved,  that  if  any  persons  in  the  uni-  iog  it. 
ted  colonies  should  attempt,  without  their  consent,  to  make 
settlements  on  the  lands,  or  to  do  any  thing  injurious  to 
the  rights  of  the  purchasers,  that  they  would  neither  own 
nor  protect  them  in  their  unjust  attempts.* 

The  murder  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  ana  the  other  murders  Resolu- 
which  the  Indians  had  committed  against  the  English,  were  tioiw  rc- 
fuUy  considered.     The  commissioners  therefore  resolved,  [^|^j|^"^ 
that  the  guilty  should  be  delivered  up;  and  if  the v  werenuiraer- 
DOt,  that  the  sachem,  at  Stamford,  or  his  son,  should  be  ap-  ««• 
prehended  and  kept  in  durance,  until  they  should  be  se- 
cured, and  justice  have  its  course.     Thev  ordered,   that 
search  should  be  made  with  respect  to  the  murders,  said 
to  be  committed,  at  Lone-Islana,  and,  if  evidence  could 
be  obtained,  to  apprehend  the  delinqqents  and  brjngthem 
to  justice. 

Some  time  befojre  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners,  the  Murder  at 
Indians  upon  Long-Island  perpetrated  murder  at  South-  Southhold. 
liold.  They  rose,  in  a  hostile  manner,  for  several  days 
iround  the  town.  The  inhabitants  were  obliged  to  arm 
and  stand  upon  their  defence  against  them  for  a  considera- 
ble time ;  and  afterwards  to  keep  a  strong  and  vigilant 
guard  by  night.  The  town  was  not  only  exceedingly 
alarmed  and  distressed,  but  put  to  great  expense.  They 
therefore  made  application  to  the  commissioners  for  relief. 
But  th^y  would  not  consent,  that  the  colonies  in  general 
should  bear  any  of  the  charge,  in  such  instances.  They 
determined  in  this  case,  as  they  had  done  before  with  res- 

Sect  to  other  towns  in  the  jurisdictions  of  Connecticut  and 
few-Haven,  The  colonies  and  towns,  which  had  suffer- 
ed, had  been  obliged  to  bear  all  the  expense  of  defending 
Stamford  and  other  places,  Uncas  and  the  Mohea^ns,  in 
all  instances  in  which  they  had  not  been  warrantee,  by  the 
particular  directions  of  the  commissioners. 
*  Recordfl  of  the  imited  coloiuss. 
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Book  I.  The  Narraganset  and  Nehantick  Indians  slill  persisted 
K^->/'<^/  in  their  murderous  designs  against  Uncas,  and  in  their  per- 
1649.  fidious  conduct  towards  the  colonies.  The  alarming  as- 
Namgwi-  pect  of  affairs,  with  respect  to  them,  W^^  ^e  occasion  of 
t5^i^     this  extraordinary  meeting. 

^kTcon-  ^^  Indian,  hired  by  the  Narraganset  and  Nehantick  sa- 
tiirae  their  chems  to  kill  Uncas,  going  on  board  a  vessel  in  the 
plo*^  Thames,  where  he  was,  ran  uim  through  the  breast  with  a 
to^MSM-  sword.  The  wound,  at  first,  was  judged  to  be  mortal ; 
Date  iJn-"  Uncas  however  finally  recovered.  At  this  meeting,  he 
cat-  presented  himself  before  the  commissioners,   and  com- 

plained of  the  assault  made  upon  him ;  and  affirmed,  that 
these  sachems  had  hired  the  Mohawks  and  other  Indians 
aeainst  him,  as  well  as  an  assassin  to  kill  him  secretly. 
He  complained  also,  that  the  Narragansets  had  neither  re- 
stored his  cs^noes  nor  his  captives,  as  had  been  expressly 
d«zianded  and  -stipulated.  He  prayed,  that,  as  he  had 
ever  been  friendly  and  faithful  to  the  colonies,  they  would 
provide  for  his  safety,  avenge  these  outrages,  and  do  him 
justice. 

Ninigrate  was  examined  before  the  commissioners  on 
tliese  points  ;  and  it  was  proved,  by  the  confession  of  the 
Mohawks  themselves,  that  the  Narragansets  had  hired 
them  against  Uncas.  The  Indian,  who  had  wounded  Un-^ 
cas,  declared,  that  he  had  been  hired  by  Pessacus  and 
Ninigrate.  Ninigrate  made  but  a  poor  defence,  either  of 
himself  or  Pessacus.  The  commimoners  dismissed  hiosi 
entirely  unsatisfied,  and  assured  him,  that  unless  he  imme- 
diately complied  with  the  terms  on  which  they  had  form- 
erly agreed,  they  should  leave  him  to  his  own  counsels. 

The  coloqies  were  alarmed  with  the  report,  that  one  of 
the  brothers  of  Sassacus,  or  his  son,  was  about  to  many 
the  daughter  of  Ninierate :  and  it  was  conjectured,  thsut 
the  Narraeafiset  and  Nehantick  Indians  were  concerting  a 
plan  to  collect  the  scattered  remains  of  the  Pequots,  and 
to  set  them  up  as  a  distinct  nation  with  the  son,  or  brother 
of  Sassacus,  at  their  head.  The  commissioners  viewed 
the  colonies  as  upon  the  commencement  of  an  Indian  war^ 
and  gave  directions,  that  they  should  be  immediately  pre- 
pared for  any  emergency. 
I^Hiea  of  fhe  Pequots,  who  had  been  given  to  Uncas,  had  now 
^^^  for  more  than  two  years  revolted  from  him,  and  lived  sepa- 
rately, as  a  distinct  clan.  In  IQ47,  they  complained  to 
the  commissioners,  that  Uncas  and  the  Moheagans  had 
abused  them.  Thev  represented,  that,  though  they  had 
submitted  and  been  mithful  to  him,  assisted  him  in  his  wars, 
l>eea  esteemed  as  his  men,  and  paid  him  tri^bute,  ^p  haa 
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nevertheless  grossly  injured  them.  They  said,  that  he  had  Book  I. 
required  tribute  of  them,  from  time  to  time,  upon  mere  pre-v^^v^^^/ 
fences ;  and  that  since  they  had  been  put  under  him,  they  1649. 
paid  him  wampum  forty  times.  They  alledeed,  that  upon 
the  death  of  one  of  his  children,  he  gave  his  squaw  pres- 
ents, and  ordered  them  to  comfort  her  in  the  same  way ; 
and  that  they  presented  her  with  a  hundred  fathom  of 
wampum :  That  Uncas  was  pleased,  and  promised  that, 
for  the  future,  he  would  esteem  and  treat  them  as  Mohea- 
gans.  They  a£5rmed,  that  notwithstanding  this  engage- 
ment, the  Moheagans  wronged  them  in  their  plays,  and  de- 
prived them  of  their  just  riehts.  Obachiclcquid,  one  of 
their  chief  men,  complained  that  Uncas  had  taken  away 
his  wife  and  used  her  as  his  own.  They  proved,  that  Un- 
cas had  wounded  some  of  them,  and  plundered  the  whole 
company.  They  prayed,  that  the  English  would  inter- 
pose for  their  relief,  and  take  them  under  their  protection. 
a*he  petition  was  presented  in  the'  behalf  of  more  than 
Bixty. 

The  commissioners  found  these  charges  so  well  sup-  Detenu- 
ported,  that  they  ordered   Uncas  to  be  reproved,  and  de-  "^*l*f  JJ^L 
creed^  that  he  should  restore  Obachickquid  his  wife,  and  ij^^ 
my  damages  for  the  injuries  he  had  done  the  Pequots.  fined. 
They  also  fined  him  a  hundred  fethom  of  wampum.     Ne- 
vertheless, as  it  had  been  determined,  by  Connecticut,  that 
the  name  of  the  Peouots  shoukl  be  extinguished,  and  that 
they  should  not  dwell  in  their  own  country,  it  was  resolv- 
ed that  they  should  return,  and  be  in  subjection  to  Uncas. 
He  was  directed  to  receive  them  without  revenee,  and  to 

Severn  them  with  moderation,  in  all  respects,  as  he  did  the 
oheaffans.  They  did  not  however  return  to  Uncas ;  but 
annually  presented  their  petition  to  the  commissioners  to 
be  taken  under  the  protection  of  the  English,  and  to  be^ 
come  their  subjects.  They  pleaded,  that  though  their  tribe 
had  done  wrong,  and  were  justly  conquered,  yet  that  they 
had  killed  no  ISnglish  people  ;  and  that  Wequash  had 
promised  them,  if  they  would  flee  their  country,  and  not 
injure  the  colonies,  that  they  would  do  them  no  harm. 
Tx>  ease  them,  as  &r  as  might  be  consistent  with  former  de- 
terminations, the  commissioners  recommended  it  to  Con- 
necticut to  provide  some  place  for  them,  which  might  not 
injure  any  particular  town,  where  they  might  plant  and 
dwell  together.  At  the  same  time,  they  were  directed  to 
be  in  subjection  to  Uncas ;  and  it  was  again  enjoined  on 
him  to  govern  them  with  impartiality  and  kindness. 

Mr.  Westerhouse  renewed  his  complaint  respecting  the  Complanit 
seizure  of  bis  vessel,  in  the  harbour  of  New-Haven.    He  and  peti- 
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Book  L  alledged,  that   besides  the  loss  of  his  vessel,  and  the  ad- 
y^^->y^^,^  vantafi;e8  of  trading,  the  prime  cost  of  his  goods  was  2,000 
1649.    pounds ;  and  that,  after  repeated  application  to  the  Dutch 
tioDof  Mr.  governor,  he  had  not  been  able  to  obtain  the  least  couit 
Wetter-     pensation.     He  had  therefore  petitioned  the  government  of 
*'*^*       rfew-Haven,  that  some  Dutch  vessel  might  be  taken  by 
way  of  reprisals     He  now  petitioned   the  comnussioners 
for  liberty  to  make  reprisals,  by  way  of  indcmnificalion, 
until  he  should  obtain  satis&ctiout 
Commis.       Though  the  commissioners  declared  against  the  injustice 
pri8a?e  not  ^^  ^^^  Seizure,  and  regretted  both  the  insult  done  to  the  u- 
granted.     nited  colonies,  ^nd  the  damages  sustained  by  Mr.  Wester- 
house,  yet  they  declined  granting  him  a  commission  to 
make  reprisals.     T^^cy  judged  it  expedient  first  to  nego* 
tiete. 
Commis-        They  therefore  wrote  to  the  Dutch  governor,  that  Mr, 
tvT^'to     Westerhouse  had  applied  to  them  for  a  commission  to  mako 
ti>e  Dutch  reprisals,  and  that  they  had  not  granted  bis  petition,  af 
sovcnor.    they  wished  first  to  acquaint  him  with  the  motion,  and  to 
represent  to  him  the  equity  of  making  reprisals,  unless  jus- 
tice should  be  done  him  some  other  way.     They  again  a- 
vowed  their  claim  to  all  parts  of  the  united  colonies.  They 
asserted  the  right  of  •New-Haven  to  Delaware  bay,  and  as- 
sured him, '  that  it  would  not  be  given  up.    Toey  com- 
plained of  his  letter,  the  last  year,  that  it  wasj  in  various 
respects,  unsatisfying ;  and  that  with  regard  to  that  dan- 

f;erous  trade  of  arms  and  ammunition  carried  on  with  the 
ndians,  at  fort  Aurania  and  in    the    English   planta- 
tions, it  was  wholly  silent     They  observed*,  that  all  dif- 
ferences,  between  them  and  the  Dutch,  migh^  biave  been 
amicably  settled,  had  it  pleased  him  to  attend  the  meeting 
of  the  commissioners,,  at  Boston,  according  to  the  in  vita- 
lion  which  they  had  given  him.    As  that  was  not  agrcea* 
ble  to  him,  they  avowed  their  designs  of  making  provision 
for  their  own  safety. 
RMohitioD      To  prevent  the  vending  of  arms  and  ammunition  to  the 
H^^^      Indians  in  the  united  colonies,  they  passed  the  following 
Iratf'to      i^solve  :  "  That  after  due  application  hereof,  it  shall  not 
the  oa-      be  lawful  for  any  Frenchman,  Dutchman,  or  person  of  any 
tifes.        foreign  nation,  or  any  Englishman  living  among  thenit>  or 
under  the  government  of  any  of  them,  to  trade  with  any 
Indian  or  Indians  within  this  jurisdiction,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  by  themselves  or  others,  under  the  penalty  of 
confiscation  of  all  sucl|  goods  and  vessek  as  shall  be  found 
80  trading,  or  the  true  value  thereof,  upon  just  proof  of  any 
goods  or  vessels  so  traded  or  trading.^' 
The  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts,  at  this  meeting,  a- 
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gain  brought  on  the  dispute  between  them  and  Connect!-  Book  L 
cut  relative  to  the  impost.    They  pretended,  that  Mr.  Fen-  s^^v-^ 
wick,  some  years  before,  had  promised  to  join  with  them,    1 649. 
in  running  the  line,  but  that  as  be  had  not  done  it,  and  it  Further 
had  now  oeen  done  by  them,  at  their  own  expense,  ancji  *>tigation 
to  their  satisfaction,  it  ought  to  be  satisfactory  to  all  oth-  [he  ka-  * 
ers,  who  could  make  no  legal  claim  to  the  adjacent  lands,  post. 
This  they  insisted  that  Connecticut  could  not,  because  ^^'J^*^" 
they  had  no  patent.  Ms^- 

The  commissioners  from  Connecticut  denied  the  facts  chuietu. 
which  had  been  stated.  They  insisted,  that  Mr.  Fenwick  ^^^P^y  ^{ 
never  had  agreed  to  run  the  line  with  them ;  and  that  ^^^^ 
their  running  the  line,  at  their  own  expense,  was  not  ow- 
ing to  any  defect  of  his,  nor  on  the  part  of  Connecticut ; 
for  they  ran  the  line  a  year  before  the  dispute  with  Mr. 
Fenwick  respecting  Waranoke.  Besides,  they  said,  what 
be  promised  at  that  time,  was  not  to  run  the  line,  but  to 
^lear  his  claim  to  that  plantation.  With  respect  to  the  pa- 
tent, they  acknowledged,  they  had  not  indeed  exhibited 
the  original,  but  a  true  copy,  to  the  authenticity  of  which 
Mr.  Hopkins  could  give  oath.  They  observed,  it  was  well 
k*»own  that  they  had  a  patent ;  that  the  original  was  in 
England,  and  could  not  then  be  exhibited ;  and  that  the 
Massachusetts  insisting  on  this  point  was  an  entire  bar  to 
the  amicable  settlement  of  the  line  between  the  colonies. 
Mr.  Hopkins  insisted,  that  the  southerly  extent  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts patent  ought  first  to  be  mutually  settled ;  then 
he  proposed,  that  the  line  should  be  run  by  skilful  men, 
mutually  chosen,  and  at  the  mutual  expense  of  the  colo- 
nies. The  commissioners  from  Connecticut  indeed  de- 
clared, that  it  was  evident,  beyond  all  doubt,  that  Spring- 
field, at  first,  was  settled  in  combination  with  Connecticut ; 
and,  that  it  had  been  acknowledged  to  be  sp  even  by  the 
colony  of  Massachusetts.  They  affirmed,  that  when  prop- 
ositions were  sent,  by  governor  Winthrop,  to  the  planta- 
tions upon  the  river,  in  1637,  relative  to  a  confederation 
of  the  New-England  colonies,  Mr.  Pyncheon,  in  prosecu- 
tion of  that  design,  was,  in  1638,  chosen  and  sent  as  a 
commissioner  from  Connecticut,  to  act  in  their  behalf; 
That  it  was  at  this  time,  and  never  before,  he  suggested 
his  apprehensions,  that  Springfield  would  fall  within  the 
limits  of  Massachusetts  ;  and  that  this  was  received  as  a 
fact  without  any  evidence  of  what  had  been  alledged.  < 
They  expressed  it,  as  their  full  persuasion,  that  Mt.  Pyn- 
cheon's  representations  and  motion,  at  that  time,  originated 
from  a  pang  of  discontent  which  had  overtaken  him,  in  con-  » 
sec^uence  of  a  censure  laid  upon  him,  by  the  general  court 
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t.  of  Cdtlnecticut.*  They  concluded  by  exp^ssing  their 
earnest  wishes,  that  both  the  government  of  the  Massachu- 
setts and  their  commissioners  wouId« consider,  that  ihey 
did  not  comply  with  the  advice  of  the  cMfunissioners  reUui 
tive  to  the  present  dispute;  and  that  they  insisted upoA 
what  they  knew  coula  not,  at  that  time^  be  obtained. 
They  charged  them,  with  an  unwillingness  to  tdbmit  the 
dilTercnces,  subsisting  between  them  and  Coonecticut,  to 
the  mature  and  impartial  judgment  of  the  (tomitfissioners 
of  the  other  colonies,  according  to  the  true  intent  of  the 
confederation.  In  a  very  modest  and  respectful  manner, 
they  referred  it  to  the  serious  consideration  of  their  breth- 
ren of  the  Massachusetts,  whether  their  conduct  was  not 
directly  contrary  to  the  articles  and  design  of  the  confede- 
rates, to  which  they  all  ought  to  pay  a  conscientious  re- 
gard.t 

The  commissioners  finally  decided  the  controversy  ini 
favor  of  Connecticut.  Upon  this  the  gentlemen  from  Mas- 
sachusetts produced  an  order  of  their  general  court,  pass- 
ed by  way  of  retaliation,  imposing  a  duty  upon  all  goods 
belonging  to  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  Plymouth,  Connec- 
ticut or  New-Haven,  imported  within  the  Castle,  or  ex- 
ported from  any  part  of  the  bay.J 

This  was  very  extraordinary  indeed,  as  it  was  contrary 
to.  all  the  arguments  from  justice,  liberty,  expediency,  or 
brotherly  love,  which  they  had  pleaded  agamst  their  sis- 
ter colony.  It  was  extravagant  and  unreasonable^  as  it 
respected  Connecticut ;  as  the  impost  at  Say  brook  aJSect- 
cd  the  inhabitants  of  one  of  their  towns  only ;  and  that 
solely  upon  the  export  of  two  or  three  articles  ;  whereas 
their  impost  was  upon  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  planta- 
tions in  the  colony ;  and  upon  all  their  imports,  as  well  as 
exports.  With  respect  to  the  other  colonies,  who  had  laid 
no  kind  of  imposition  on  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  Massa- 
chusetts, it  was  still  more  unjuist  and  cruel. 

The  commissioners  from  Plymouth,  Connecticut  and 
New-Haven,  in  consequence  of  this  extraordinary  act^ 
drew  up  the  following  declaration  and  remonstrance,  ad-> 
dressed  to  the  general  court  of  Massachusetts^ 

^'  A  difference  between  the  Massachusetts  and  Connec- 
ticut, concerning  an  impost  at  Saybrook,  required  of 
Springfield,  having  long  depended,  the  commissioners 
hoped,  according  to  the  advice  at  Plymouth,  might,  at  this 
meeting,  have  been  satisfyingly  issued  :  but  upon  the  pe- 

*  It  seems  the  court  had  blamed  him  fof  a  partieular  instance  of  hit 
conduct,  in  trading  with  the  Indians. 
t  Record»  of  the  united  colonies. 
i  HutcbiBBon,  yol.  i.  p.  154,  155. 
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rusal  of  fiome  late  orders  made  by  the  general  court  of  the  Book  I. 
jiassachusetts,  they  find,  that  the  line  on  the  south  side  ofs^-v^^w/ 
ihe  Massachusetts  jurisdiction  is  neither  run,  nor  the  1649. 
>|)btce  whence  it  should  be  run  agreed :  That  the  original 
patent  for  Connecticut,  or  an  authentic  exemplification 
Ihereof,  (though  Mr.  Hopkins  hath  offered  upon  oath  to  as- 
sert the  truth  of  the  copy  by  himself  presented,)  is  now  re- 
quired ;  and  that  a  burtbensome  cuiftom,  is,  by  the  Massa* 
chusetts,  lately  imposed  not  only  upon  Connecticut,  inter- 
ested in  the  impost  at  Saybrook,  but  upon  Plymouth  and 
Mew-Haven  colonies,  whose  commissioners,  as  arbitrators, 
according  to  an  arricle  in  the  confederation,  have  been  only 
exercised  in  the  question,  and  that  upon  the  desire  of  the 
Massachusetts,  and  have  impartially,  according  to  their 
best  light,  declared  their  apprehensions  ;  whicn  custom 
and  burthen,  (grievous  in  itself)  seems  the  more  unsatisfy- 
ing and  heavy,  because  divers  of  the  Massachusetts  depu« 
ties,  who  had  a  hand  in  making  the  law,  acknowledge,  and 
the  preface  imports  it,  that  it  is  a  return,  or  retaliation  upon 
the  three  colonies  for  Saybrook :  and  the  law  requires  it  of 
no  other  English,  nor  of  any  stranger  of  what  nation  soev'* 
«r.  How  far  the  premises  agree  with  the  law  of  love,  and 
with  the  tenor  and  import  of  the  articles  of  confederation, 
the  commissioners  tender  and  reconmiend  to  the  serious 
consideration  of  the  general  court  for  the  Massachusetts. 
And  in  the  mean  time  desire  to  be  spared  in  all  future  agi- 
tations respecting  Springfield.^'* 

Governor  Hutchinson  observes,  that  this  law  was  pro- 
duced to  the  dishonor  of  the  colony :  That  had  the  Massa- 
chusetts imposed  a  duty  upon  goods  from  Connecticut  only, 
they  might,  at  least,  have  had  a  coloiu*  to  justify  them ;  but 
that  extending  their  resentment  to  the  other  colonies,  be- 
cause their  commissioners  had  given  judgment  against 
them,  admitted  of  no  excuse.  It  was  a  mere  exertion  of 
power,  and  a  proof  of  their  great  superiority,  which  ena- 
Ued  them,  in  effect,  to  depart  from  the  union,  whenever 
ihey  found  it  to  be  for  their  interest,  if  it  had  been  done 
by  a  single  magistrate,  it  would  have  been  pronounced  ty- 
•rannical  and  oppressive.  He  observes  that,  in  all  ages  and 
countries,  communities  of  men  have  done  that,  of  which 
most  of  the  individuals,  of  whom  they  consisted,  would, 
acting  separately,  have  been  ashamed.t 

The  Massachusetts  treated  Connecticut  in  the  same  un-  H 
generous  manner,  with  respect  to  the  line  between  the  cot  ^ 
onies.     In  1643,  they  employed  one  Nathaniel  Woodward 

*  Records  of  the  nnited  coloDies.  ^ 

t  llutcluosoB,  vol.  i.  p.  p.  155, 156. 
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600K  !•  and  Solomon  Safiery,  whom  Douglass  calls  two  obscure 
v«^-N/"^/  sailors,  to  run  the  line  between  them  and  Connecticut. 
1649.  They  arbitrarily  fixed  a  boandary,  as  the  exact  point  to 
which?  three  miles  south  of  every  part  of  Charles  river 
Would  carry  them.  Thence  by  water  they  proceeded  up 
Connecticut  river,  and  setting  up  their  compass  in  the  same 
latitude,  as  they  supposed,  declared,  that  the  line  struck 
the  chimney  of  one  Bissell's  house,  the  most  northern 
building  then  in  the  town  of  Windsor.  This  was  a  whole 
range  of  towns  south  of  the  true  line  between  the  colonies. 
Connecticut  considered  the  boundary  fixed  as  entirely  ar- 
bitrary, and  six  or  eight  miles  further  south  than  it  ought 
to  have  been.  They  imagined,  that  the  error  at  Windsor 
was  still  ^ater,  as  no  proper  allowance  had  been  made 
for  the  variation  of  the  needle.  They  viewed  the  manner 
in  which  this  had  been  effected,  as  contrary  to  all  the  rules 
of  justice,  and  to  the  mode?  in  which  differences  of  that 
magnitude  ought  to  be  accommodated.  The  utmost  extent 
of  Narraganset  river  was  their  north  line,  and  they  were 

Eersuadcd,  that  this  would  run  so  far  north  as  to  compre- 
end  the  town  of  Springfield,  and  other  towns  in  the  same 
latitude^  Therefore,  neither  Connecticut,  nor  the  com- 
itiissioners  of  the  united  colonies,  considered  any  boundary 
as  properly  settled,  whence  the  line  should  be  run,  nor 
any  line  run  between  the  colonies. 

Connecticut  wished  to  have  the  southern  boundary  of 
Massachusetts  mutually  settled  and  the  line  run,  at  the 
joint  expense  of  the  two  colonies;  but  Massachusetts 
would  neither  consent  to  this,  nor  even  allow  that  the  copy 
of  the  Connecticut  patent  ^vas  authentic.  For  nearly  sev- 
enty years  they  encroached  upon  this  'colony,  and  settled 
whole  towns  within  its  proper  limits. 

The  general  court  of  Uonnecticut  adopted  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  commissioners,  with  respect  to  the  pro* 
hibition  of  al)  trading  of  foreigners  among  the  Indians  of 
the  united  colonies.     They  made  the  penalty  to  be  the 
confiscation  of  all  vessels  and  goods  employed  in  suck 
trade. 
1^  ^g.         The  court  also,  after  conferring  with  New-Haven,  de- 
•embljrjs    termined  to  avenge  the  blood  of  John  Whitmore,  of  Stam- 
tio«  to  arV  ^^^  '^  ^"^'  considering  all  its  cux:umstances,  and  the  con- 
rest  mftw   duct  of  the  Indians  in  the  town,  and  bordering  upon  it,  re* 
«fefQ^  '    solved,  tliat  it  was  lawful  to  make  war  upon  mem.     It  was 
ordered,  that  fifty  men  should  be  immediately  drafted,  anu'- 
ed,  and  victualled,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  murdet^ 
ers  to  condign  punishment,  or  of  arresting  other  Indtaos^ 
until  the  delinquents  should  be  delivered  to  justice**  These 
*  Bcsordfl  of  CoDoectkitt. 
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spirited  measures  appear  to  have  had  the  desired  effect.  Book  L 
The  Indians  at  Stamford,  it  seems,  became  peaceable,  and  v^-v*^./ 
there  is  nothing  further  upon  the  records  respecting  any    1G50^ 
trouble  with  them# 


CHAPTER  X. 
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Court  of  Election  at  Hartford.  Grants  to  Captain  Mason^ 
The  commissioners  meet  and  dispatch  Captain  Atherton  to 
the  Narragansets.  Their  message  to  Ninigrate.  The 
Dutch  governor  arrives  at  Hartford,  and  refers  the  differ- 
tnces  between  him  and  the  colonies  to  arbitrators.  Their 
determination,  and  the  line  is  fixed  between  the  English 
and  Dutch  plantations.  Jlgreetnents  with  Mr.  Fenwick 
occasion  general  uneasiness.  Committees  are  appointed  to 
explain  and  ascertain  them.  Towns  are  invited  to  attend 
ine  committees^  by  their  deputies j  (^  Saybrook.  An  act  for 
the  encouragement  of  Mr.  Winthrop^  in  seeking  and  im- 
proving mines.  Norwalk  and  Mattabeseck  settled^  and 
made  towns.  The  colony  of  New-Haven  make  another  at- 
tempt  to  settle  at  Delaware.  The  Dutch  governor  seizes 
the  company,  and  frustrates  the  design.  He  pursues  his 
former  line  of  conduct  towards  the  colonies.  The  resolur 
tions  of  the  cmnmissioners  relative  to  his  conduct,  to  the 
settlement  of  Delaware,  and  the  tribute  to  be  paid  bythe 
Pequots.  French  commissioners  from  Canada.  Their 
proposals.  Reply  to  them.  The  Dutch  governor  and  In- 
dians concert  a  plan  to  extirpate  the  colonies.  The  com- 
missioners  meet,  and  dispatch  agents  to  the  Dutch  gover- 
nor. Tlicy  determine  tpon  war,  unless  he  should  mani- 
fest his  innocence,  and  redress  the  grievances  of  the  colo- 

.  nies.  They  determine  on  the  number  of  men  to  be  raised^ 
and  draw  a  declaration  of  the  reason^  of  the  war.  The 
agents  return  unsuccessful.  The  commissioners  meet 
again,  and  determine  to  make  war  upon  the  Dutch  and 
Narraganset  Indians.  The  general  court  of  Massachu- 
setts refuses  to  raise  mm,  and  prevents  the  war.  Alterca- 
tions between  that  general  court  and  the  commissioners^ 
and  between  that  and  the  general  courts  of  Connecticut 

.    and  New-Haven.     The  alarm  and  distress  of  the  planta- 

.  turns  in  these  colonies.  Their  general  courts  protest  agaisui 
$h(  court  of  Massachusetts,  as  violators  o/jHifi  (jirticles  of 
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Book  L      confederation  ;  and  write  to  Cromwell  and  the  parliament 
s^-v^"^/     for  assistance.     The  tumf^tuous  state  of  the  inhabUants  in 
1 650.        several  of  the  towns. 

Election,    TTPON  the  election  at  Hartford,  Mr.  Hopkins  was  cho- 
Maj  16th.  \j    s^jn  governor,  and  Mr.  Haynes  deputy  goyempr.  Mr, 
Clark  was  added  to  the  magistrates.     The  court  consisted 
of  thirty-two  members ;  the  governors,  ten  assistants,  and 
twenty  deputies. 
Grant  to        The  court  had  granted  a  thousand  acres  of  land  to  cap- 
captain      t^jn  Mason,  for  his  good  services  in  the  Pequot  war ;  five 
"*^'      hundred  to  himsc!f7  and  five  hundred  to  be  given  to  his 
five  best  officers  and  soldiers.     It  was  now  ordered,  that 
the  five  hundred  acres  granted  to  the  soldiers,  should  be 
laid  out  for  them  at  Pequot,  or  in  the  Neanticut  country. 
The  next  year  the  court  made  a  grant  of  Chippachauge 
island,  in  Mystic  bay,  and  a  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  bnd 
at  Mystic,  to  the  captain. 
Commis-        The  commissioners  met  this  year  at  Hartford.     The 
sionen      meeting  consisted  of  Mr.  Simon  liradstreet  and  Mr.  Wil- 
&ept%th.  ''^°^  Hawthorne,  Mr.  Thomas  Prince  and  Mr.  John  Brown, 
and  pf  Governors  Hopkins  cmd  Haynes,  Eaton  and  Good- 
year.    Governor  Hopkins  was  chosen  president. 
Cnt^        As  the  Narragansets  still  neglected  to  pay  the  tribute 
^t^    y^hich  had  been  so  many  years  due,  the  commissioners 
l^^rj^.  dispatched  paptain  Atherton,  of  Massachusetts,  with  twenty 
Kt  men,  to  demand  and  collect  the  arrearages.     He  was  au- 

thorised, if  thjey  should  not  be  paid,  upon  demand,  to  seize 
OD  the  best  articles  he  could  find,  to  the  full  amount  of  what 
was  due ;  or  on  Pessacus,  the  chief  sachem,  or  any  of  bis 
children,  and  carry  them  off.  Upon  his  arrival  among  the 
Narragansets,  he  found  the  sachom  recurring  to  bis  former 
arts,  putting  him  ofiT  with  deceitful  and  dilatory  ^nswerSi 
and  not  suffering  him  to  approach  his  presence.  In  the 
mean  time,  he  was  collecting  his  warriors  about  hioK  The 
captain,  therefore,  marched  directly  to  the  door  of  his  wig- 
wam, where  posting  his  men,  he  entered  himself  with  his 
Eistol  in  his  hand,  and  seizing  Pessacus  by  the  hair  of  his 
ead,  drew  him  from  the  midst  of  his  attendants,  declaring, 
that  if  they  should  make  the  least  resistance,  he  would  dis* 
patch  him  in  an  instant.  This  bold  stroke  gave  him  such 
an  alarm,  that  he  at  once  paid  all  the  arrearages. 

Ninigratc,  sachem  of  theJNehanticks,  continuing  his  per- 
fidious practices,  began  to  lay  claim  to  the  Pequot  country, 
and  appeared  to  be  concerting  a  plan  to  recover  it  firooi. 
the  English.  Captain  Atherton,  therefore,  made  him  a  visit, 
and,  according  to  his  instructions^  assured  him,  that  the 
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commissioners  were  no  strangers  to  his  intrigues,  in  mar-  Boor  I. 
Tying  his  daughter  to  the  brother  of  Sassacus  ;  in  collect-  v,^^s^"<^^ 
ing  the  Peciuots  under  him,  as  though  he  designed  to  be-  1650. 
come  their  nead ;  and  in  his  claims  and  attempts  respect- 
ing the  Pequot  country.  He  remonstrated  against  his  con- 
duct, as  directly  opposite  to  ail  the  covenants  subsisting 
between  him  and  the  English  colonies.  He  protested  to 
him,  that  the  colonies  would  never  suffer  him  to  accom- 
plish his  designs  ;  either  to  possess  any  part  of  the  conn- 
try  which  they  had  conquered,  or  even  to  hunt  within  it^« 
Kmits.  He  demanded  where  the  brother  of  Sassacus  was  f 
What  numbers  he  bad  with  him  ?  And  what  were  his  de- 
signs ?  He  insisted  upon  categorical  answers,  that  the  com- 
missioners might  order  their  affairs  accordingly.  Havincc, 
in  this  spirited  n^anner,  accomplished  his  business,  he  re- 
turned in  safety. 

Meanwhile,  Stuyvesant,  the  Dutch  governor,  arrived  at  ^P*-^^/^'^ 
Hartford.  He  had  been  often  invited  to  attend  the  meci-  aim^*^'' 
ing  of  the  commissioners,  with  a  view  to  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  difficulties  subsisting  between  him  and  the  En- 
glish colonies.  He  chose  to  treat  by  writing,  and  on  the  Coi 
13th*  day  of  September,  he  introduced  bis  correspondence  roiMitn'c 
with  the  commissioners.  In  his  letter  he  complained  of  *^*^^'"*-"" 
the  encroachments  niade  upon  the  West  India  company,  ^^' 
and  the  injuries  done  them,  both  by  Connecticut  and  New- 
Haven.  He  pretended,  that  the  Dutch,  in  behalf  of  said 
company,  had  purchased  the  lands  upon  the  river,  of  the 
native  Americans,  before  any  other  nation  had  bought 
them,  or  laid  any  claim  to  them.  He,  therefore,  demand- 
ed a  full  siirrendor  of  said  lands,  and  such  compensation  as 
the  nature  of  the  case  required.  He  also  complained  of 
the  act  prohibiting  all  foreigners  to  trade  in  the  English 
colonies,  and  that  the  English  sold  goods  so  cheap  to  the 
natives,  as  to  ruin  the  trade  for  other  nations.  He  conclu- 
ded with  intimations  of  his  willingness  to  settle  a  general 
provisional  line,  between  the  Dutch  and  English  plantn- 
tionSi  by  a  joint  writing  to  their  superiors  in  England  and 
Holland,  or  oy  the  decision  of  agents,  mutually  chosen  and 
empowered  for  that  purpose. 

The  commissioners,  observing  that  his  letter  was  dated 
at  New-Netherlands,  replied,  that  they  would  not  treat, 
unless  he  would  alter  the  name  of  the  place  where  he  wrote.  „[^ciior 
lie  answered,  that  if  they  would  not  date  at  Hartford,  he  ttie  place 
would  not  at  New-Netherlands,  but  at  Connecticut.     They  o(  daung. 
consented,  that  he  should  date  at  Connecticut,  but  claim- 
ed a  right  for  themselves  to  date  at  Hartford.    He  gave 

*23d  9M  tty^:  as  lie  datej. 
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Book  L  up  the  right  of  dating  at  the  Netherlands,  and  the  treaty 
x^^v-'^  proceeded* 

Ifi^O.        The  commissioners  replied  to  his  complaints,  to  this  ef- 
Replyof    feet :  That  their  title  to  Connecticut  river,  and  the  adja- 
^  ?°'"'    cent  country,  had  been  often  asserted,  and  made  sufficient- 
to  the°       ly  evident,  both  to  the  Dutch  and  English ;  and  that  they 
Dutch       hoped  amply  to  prove  their  title  to  what  they  enjoyed,  by 
complaints  patent,  purchase,  and  possession.     Consequently,  they  in- 
sisted, that  they  had  made  no  encroachments  on  the  hon- 
orable West  India  company,  nor  done  them  the  least  in- 
jury.    They  affirmed,  that  thev  knew  not  what  the  Dutch 
claimed,  nor  upon  what  grounds :  That  at  some  times  they 
claimed  all  the  lands  upon  the  river,  and  at  others,  a  part 
only  :  That  their  claim  was  founded  sometimes  upon  one 
thing,  and  at  other  times  upon  another ;  and  that  it  had 
been  so  various  and  uncertain,  as  to  involve  the  whole  af- 
fair in  obscurityt 

With  respect  to  trade,  they  observed,  that  they  had  the 
same  right  to  regulate  it,  within  their  jurisdiction,  which 
the  Dutch,  French,  and  other  nations  had  to  regulate  it, 
within  their  respective  dominions :  That  their  merchants 
had  a  right  to  deal  with  the  natives  on  such  terms  as  thev 
pleased ;  and  that  they  presumed  they  did  not  trade  to  their 
own  disadvantage.  They  gave  intimations  that,  if  the 
then  present  treaty  should  succeed  agreeably  to  their  wish- 
es, they  might  reconsider  the  act  of  trade,  and  repeal  the 
prohibilipn  respecting  foreigners. 

They  then  proceeded  to  a  large  and  particular  statement 
SUkraeikt  of  the  grievances  they  suffered  from  tne  Dutch ;  particur 
oftbeir      larly  representing  those  which  have  been  already  noticed 
22^*^"  in  this  history,   with  several  other  more  recent  injuries. 
Especially,  that  the  Dutch  agents  had  gone  off  from  Hart- 
ford, without  paying  for  the  goods  which  they  had  taken 
up:  That  their  successors  had  refused  to  make  any  settle* 
ment  of  their  accounts ;  and  that  the  J^utch  governor  had 
not  obliged  them  to  make   payment :   That  the   Dutch 
bought  stolen  goods,  and  would  make  no  compensation  to 
the  English,  whose  properly  they  were :  And  that  they 
had,  not  only  formerly,  helped  criminals  to  file  off  their 
irons  and  make  their  escape ;  but  that  they  had  been  guil- 
tv  of  a  recent  instance  of  similar  conduct.     Thej  alleged, 
tnat  a  Dutch  servant  bad,  latelv,  assisted  a  criminal,  com- 
mitted for  a  capital  offence,  to  break  gaol  and  make  his  es- 
cape ;  and  that  the  Dutch  called  him  to  no  account,  for  so 
gross  a  misdemeanor. 
Arbitra-        Various  letters  passed,  and  several  days  were  spent,  in 
een!  ^   '    ^^^se  altercations*    At  length,   the  commissioners  chose 


Chap,  X:  '       CONNECTICUT.  191 

Mr.  Bradstrect,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  Prince,  of  Ply-  Book  I. 
mouth,  as  arbitrators,  to  hear  and  compose  all  differences  v^^v^^^^ 
with  respect  to  injury  and  damages ;  to  make  provisional    1650. 
bouodaries,  in  all  places  where  their  respective  limits  were 
controverted,  and  to  settle  a  just  and  free  correspondence 
between  the  parties.     The  Dutch  governor  chose  Thomas 
Willet  and  George  Baxter  for  the  same  purpose.     Both 
parties,  in  the  most  ample  manner,  authorised  the  arbitra- 
tors to  hear  and  determine,   in  the  most  full  and  absolute 
manner,  all  differences  between  the  two  nations  in  this 
country. 

The  arbitrators,  after  a  full  hearing  of  the  parties,  came 
to  the  following  determination,  which  they  drew  up  in  the 
form  of  an  agreement. 

"Articles  of  an  agreement,   made   and  concluded   atDetenw- 
Hartford,  upon  Connecticut  river,  September  19th,  1650,^^^ 
betwixt  the  delegates  of  the  honored  commissioners  of  the  traton. 
united  English  colonies,  and  the  delegates  of  Peter  Stuy  ve- 
sant,  governor  general  of  New-Netherlands. 

I.  "  Upon  a  serious  consideration  of  the  differences  and 

gievances  propounded  by  the  two  English  colonies  of 
onnecticut  and  New-Haven,  and  the  answer  made  by 
the  Dutch  governor,  Peter  Stuyvesant,  Esq.  according  to 
the  trust  and  power  committed  to  us,  as  arbitrators,  and 
delegates  betwixt  the  said  parties :  We  find  that  most  of 
the  offences  or  grievances  were  things  done  in  the  time,  or 
by  the  order  and  command  of  Mons.  Kicft,  the  former  gov- 
ernor, and  that  the  present  honorable  governor  is  not  pre- 
pared to  make  answer  to  them ;  we  therefore  think  meet 
to  respite  the  full  consideration  and  judgment  concerning 
them,  till  the  present  governor  may  acquaint  the  H.  M.* 
States  and  West  India  company  with  the  particulars,  that 
M>  due  reparation  may  accordingly  be  made.^' 

II.  "  The  commissioners,  for  Kew-Haven,  complained 
of  several  high  and  hostile  injuries  which  they,  and  others 
of  that  jurisdiction,  have  received  from  and  by  order  of  the 
aforesaid  Mons.  Kieft,  in  Delaware  bay  and  river,  and  in 
their  return  thence,  as  by  their  former  propositions  and 
complaints  may  more  fully  appear ;  and  oesides  the  Eng- 
lish right,  claimed  by  patent,  presented  and  showed  several 
purchases  they  have  made,  on  both  sides  the  river  and  bay 
of  Delaware,  of  several  large  tracts  of  land  unto,  and 
somewhat  above  the  Dutch  house  or  fort  there,  with  the 
consideration  given  to  the  said  sachems  and  their  compa- 
nies for  the  same,  acknowledged  and  cleared  by  the  hands 
of  the  Indians,  who  they  affirmed  were  the  true  proprietors ; 

•  H.  M.  High  and  Migbtj. 
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Book  L  and  testified  by  many  witnesses.     They  also  affinncd,  that. 

\^->sr%0/  according  to  the  best  of  their  apprehensions,  they  have 
1650*  sustained  1000  pounds  damage  there,  partly  by  the  Swe- 
dish governor,  but  chiefly  by  order  from  Mons.  Kieft. 
And  therefore  required  que  satisfaction,  and  a  peaceable 
p6ssession  of  the  aforesaid  lands,  to  enjoy  and  improve 
according  to  their  just  rights.  The  Dutch  governor,  by 
way  of  answer,  affirmed  and  insisted  on  the  tide  and  right 
to  JDelawarc,  or  the  south  river,  as  they  call  it,  and  to  the 
Jands  there,  as  belonging  to  the  H.  M.  States  and  West- 
India  company  ;  and  professed  he  must  protest  against  an/ 
other  claim  ;  but  is  not  provided  to  make  any  such  prooi', 
as  in  such  a  treaty  might  be  expected,  nor  bad  he  com* 
mission  to  treat  or  conclude  any  thing  therein.  Upon  coii- 
sideitttion  whereof,  we,  the  said  arbitrators  or  delegates, 
xvanting  suilicient  light  to  issue  oi*  determine  any  thing  in 
the  premises,  are  necessitated  to  leave  both  parties  tn  s/atu 
qivoprixiSy  to  plead  and  improve  their  just  interest,  at  Del- 
aware, for  planting  or  trading,  as  they  shall  sec  cause  : 
Only  we  desire,  that  all  pix>ceedings  there,  as  in  other  pla- 
<:es,  may  be  carried  on  in  love  and  peace,  till  the  right  may 
1^  further  considered  and  justly  issued,  either  in  Europe  or 
here,  by  the  two  states  of  England  and  Holland." 

HI.  "  Concerning  the  seizing  of  IVIr.  Westerhouse's 
ship  and  goods,  about  three  years  since,  in  New-Ifaven 
harbour,  upon  a  claim  to  the  place,  the  honored  governor, 
Peter  Stuy  vcsant,  Esq.  professed,  that  what  passed  in  wri- 
ting that  way  was  through  error  of  his  secrctaiy,  his  intent 
jiot  being  to  lay  any  claim  to  the  place,  and  with  all  atfirm- 
ing,  that  he  had  orders  to  seize  an v  Dutch  ship,  or  vessel, 
iu  any  of  the  English  colonies  or  harbours,  which  should 
trade  there  without  express  license  or  commission.  We 
therefore  think  it  meet,  that  the  commissioners  of  New- 
Haven  accept  and  acquiesce  in  this  answer." 

^^  Concerning  the  bounds  and  limits  betwixt  the  English 
United  colonies,  and  the  Dutch  province  of  New-Nether- 
lands, we  agree  as  followeth." 

1.  ''  That  upon  Liong-Island,  a  Upe  run  from  the  wes- 
ternmost part  of  Oyster-Bay,  and  so  a  straight  and  direct 
line  to  the  sea,  shall  be  the  bounds  betwixt  the  English  and 
Dutch  there,  the  easterly  part  to  belong  to  the  Engjfish, 
aind  the  westernmost  to  the  Dutch." 

IL  '^  The  bounds  upon  the  main  to  begin  at  the  west 
side  of  Greenwich  bay,  being  about  four  miles  from  Stam- 
ford, and  so  to  run  a  northerly  line,  twenty  miles  up  into 
the  country,  and  after,  as  it  shall  be  agreed,  by  the  two 
governments  of  the  Dutch  and  New-Haven,  provided  the 
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said  line  come  not  within  ten  miles  of  Hudson^s  river.  Book  L 
And  it  is  aerecd,  that  the  Dutch  shall  not,  at  any  time  here-  ^^^^n/^^p^ 
after,  build  any  house  or  habitation  within  six  miles  of  the    1650. 
said  line ;  the  inhabitants  of  Greenwich  to  remain  (till  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  be  had)  under  the  government 
of  the  Dutch." 

III.  "  The  Dutch  shall  hold  and  enjoy  all  the  lands  in 
Hartford,  that  they  are  actually  possessed  of,  known  and 
set  out  by  certain  marks  and  bounds,  and  all  the  remainder 
of  the  said  land,  on  both  sides  of  Connecticut  river,  to  be 
and  remain  to  the  English  there." 

^^  And  it  b  agreed,  that  the  aforesaid  bounds  and  lim- 
its, both  upon  the  island  and  main,  shall  be  observed  and 
kept  inviolable,  both  by  the  English  of  the  united  colonics, 
and  all  the  Dutch  nation,  without  any  encroachment  or  mo- 
lestation, until  a  full  and  final  determination  be  agreed 
upon,  in  Europe,  by  the  mutual  consent  of  the  two  states  of 
England  and  Holland." 

^^  And  in  testimony  of  our  joint  consent  to  the  several 
foregoing  conclusions,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  this 
I9th  day  of  September,  AnnoDom.  1650." 

Simon  Bradstreet, 
Thomas  Prince, 
Thomas  Willet, 
George  Baxter. 

The  Dutch  governor  promised  also,  and  his  agents, 
Messrs.  Willet  and  Baxter,  engaged  for  him,  that  Green- 
wich should  be  put  under  the  government  of  New-Haven, 
to  whom  it  originally  belonged.  It  was  also  agreed,  that 
the  same  line  of  conduct  which  had  been  adopted,  witb 
respect  to  fugitives,  by  the  united  colonies,  in  the  eighth 
article  of  confederation,  should  be  strictly  observed  be- 
tween them  and  the  Dutch,  in  the  province  of  New-Neth- 
erlands. The  Dutch  governor  also  acquainted  the  com- 
missioners, that  he  had  orders  from  Europe  to  maintala 
peace  and  good  neiehbourhood  with  the  English  in  Ameri- 
ca ;  and  he  proceeded  so  far  as  to  make  proposals  of  a 
nearer  union  and  friendship,  between  the  Dutch  and  the 
united  colonies.  The  commissioners  declined  acting  up- 
on these  proposals,  without  consulting  their  constituents ; 
and  recommended  the  consideration  of  them  to  their  res- 
pective general  courts. 

While  this  settlement  with  the  Dutch  seemed  to  rive  a  ^•'■•'■' 
fevorable  aspect  to  the  affiiirs  of  the  colonies,  there  arose  a  |««Mctii< 
great  and  general  uneasiness  in  Connecticut,  relative  to  the  the  agree- 
agreements  which  had  been  made  with  Mr.  Fen  wick,  and  ^^  p^"^ 
to  the  state  of  the  accounts  between  him  ^nd  the  colony.  \^^^* 
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Book  1.  By  tlie  first  agreement,  besides  the  impost  on  several  arli- 
\^^v^Sw^  cles  cxporteu  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  for  ten  years, 
1650.  the  people  were  obliged  to  pay  one  shilling  annually  for 
every  niilcli  cow  and  mare  in  the  colony,  and  the  same 
sum  fur  every  swine  killed  either  for  market  or  private  use. 
•Sprhigfield  refused  to  pay  the  impost ;  and  it  seems  that 
Connecticut  was  obliged,  by  the  conduct  of  Massachusetts, 
to  repeal  the  act  relating  to  the  imposition.  By  reason  of 
the  controversy  which  arose  between  Connecticut  and  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  some  other  circumstances,  several  of  the 
towns,  during  the  two  first  years,  paid  but  a  small  propor- 
tion of  what  had  been  stipulated-  The  colony  therefore, 
on  the  17th  of  February,  1646,  made  a  new  agreement 
with  Mr.  Fenwick.     This  was  to  the  following  efiect : 

That,  instead  of  all  foriteer  grants,  he  should  receive 
from  the  colony,  annually,  one  hundred  and  eighty  poundsi 
for  ten  years#  He  was  to  collect  what  was  due  from  Spring- 
field, and'to  enjoy  certain  profits  arising  from  the  beaver 
trade.  A  hundred  and  seventy  or  eighty  pounds  was  also 
to  be  paid  to  him  from  Saybrook  and  one  or  two  newly  set- 
tled towns.  The  whole  amount  appears  to  have  beea 
more  than  3,000  pounds,  which  the  colony  paid  for  the 
right  of  jurisdiction,  the  ordnance,  arms  ana  stores  at  the 
fort.*  As  diflfereut  apprehensions  had  arisen,  respecting 
Fob.  5ih  these  agreements,  and  the  stare  of  afiairs  between  Mr.  Fen- 
1661.  wick  and  the  colony,  the  general  court  appointed  commit- 
tees to  meet  at  Saybrook  to  ascertain  them.  To  quiet  the 
minds  of  the  peopfe,  notice  was  given  to  every  town  of  the 
time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  committees,  and  eacb 
was  authorized  to  send  representatives  to  hear  the  disputes 
and  report  the  issue,  with  the  reasons  of  it,  to  their  con* 
stituents;  By  these  means  the  inhabitants  obtained  gene- 
ral satisfaction. 
May  15.  Mr.  John  Winthrop,  at  the  election,  was  chosen  into  the 
magistracy.  The  assembly  consisted  of  thirty  four  mem- 
bers ;  twelve  magistrates  and  twenty  two  deputies. 
Rhode-  The  colony  of  Rhode-Island  gave  great  trouble  to  her 

tertatM""  neighbours,  by  giving  entertainment  to  criminals  and  fugi- 
fugiUves.    tives.     Connecticut  found  it  so  prejudicial  to  the  course  of 
justice  and  to  the  rights  of  individuals,  that-  the  court  re- 
solved to  recommencf  the  consideration  of  the  af&ir  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  united  colonies.! 
Mr.  Winthrop  imagined,   that  Connecticut  contained 

*  See  the  amements,  Numbera  V  and  VI. 

t  Aui(u«fu8  HarrinSan,  a  Dutch  trader,  with  his  vessel,  was  seised  br  UnI 
people  of  Saybrook  for  illicit  trade  with  the  Indians.    The  court  fiMO  him    - 
40  pounds  and  confitcafed  his  vessel  and  carg^.    Thej  also  made  luingir# 
It  itk  wriUugi  under  his  hand,  that  he  had  been  weU  treated.  ^  j 
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mines  and  minerals,  which  mi{;ht  he  improvcil  to  great  aJ-  Book  I. 
vantage  to  individuals,  as  welfas  to  the  public  emolument.  ^.^^\/^^ 
Upon  a  motion  of  his,  the  assembly  padded  the  tbllou'ing    1G5K 

liCt. 

"  Whereas,  in  this  rocky  country,  among  those  nioun-  Acttocn- 
tains  and  rocky  hilli?,  there  are  probubilitics  of  mines  of^j^^j,J^,o^.. 
metals,  the  discovery  of  which  may  be  of  great  advantage  ery  of 
lo  the  country,  in  raising  a  staple  commcxlity ;  and  wliere-  "'">"• 
as  John  Winthrop,  Esquire,  doth  intend  to  be  ul  chiuj^cs 
and  adventure,  for  the  search  and  discovery  of  such  mines 
and  minerals:  for  the  encouragement  thereof,  and  of  ruiy 
that  shall  adventure  with  the  said  John  Winthrop,  Es(juire, 
in  the  said  business,  it  is  therefore  ordered  l)y  the  court, 
that  if  the  said  John  Winthrop,  Esquire,  shall  discover, 
set  upon,  and  maintain  such  mines  of  lead,  copper  or  ti.i ; 
or  any  minerals,  as  antimony,  vitriol,  black  lead,  allum, 
stone  salt,  salt  springs,  or  any  other  the  like,  within  this 
jurisdiction  ;  and  shall  set  up  any  work  for  the  digging, 
washing  and  melting,  or  any  other  operation  al)Out  the 
said  mines  or  minerals,  as  the  nature  thereof  requireth ; 
that  then  the  said  John  Winthrop,  Esquire,  his  heirs,  as- 
sociates, partners  or  assigns,  shall  enjoy  forever,  said 
mines,  with  the  lands,  wood,  timber  and  water,  within  two 
or  three  miles  of  said  mines,  for  the  necessary  carrying  on 
of  the  works,  and  maintaining  of  the  workmen,  and  pro- 
vision of  coal  for  the  same :  provided  it  be  not  within  the 
bounds  of  any  town  already  settled,  or  any  particular  per- 
son's property  ;  and  provided  it  be  not  in,  or  bordering 
upon  any  place,  that  snail,  or  may,  by  the  court,  be  judg- 
ed fit  to  make  a  plantation  of.'' 

Though  the  eastern  and  middle  parts  of  Norwalk  had  getUc- 
been  purchased  more  than  ten  years,  yet  there  had  been  nwDt  of 
only  a  few  scattering  inhabitants  within  its  limits.      But  Norwalk, 
the  last  year,  upon  the  petition  of  Nathan  Ely  and  Rich- 
ard Olmstead,  the  court  gave  liberty  for  its  settlement,  and 
ordained  that  it  should  be  a  town  by  the  name  of  Norwalk. 
The  western  part  of  it  was  purchased  on  the  1 5th  of  Feb- 
ruary.    The  inhabitants,  at  this  time,  consisted  of  about 
twenty  families.     About  four  years  after,  the  general  court 
vested  them  with  town  privileges.     The  situation  of  the 
place  is  very  agreeable  ;    the  harbor  is  pleasant  and  safe, 
and  the  lands  rich,  yielding  plenteously.      The  air  is  un- 
commonly healthful  and  salubrious.* 

*  From  the  fir^t  settlement  of  the  town,  to  1732,  s^tenn  of  noie  than  80 

fears,  tlK^ru  was  no  gtneral  sickoeis,  except  the  meanlei,  in  the  town, 
'rom  171  J,  to  1719,  there  died  in  that  large  town,  twelve  ptnons  oolj. 
Out  of  one  train  band,  consisting  of  a  hundr^  men,  there  die4  not  one  per- 
■on,  from  1716,  to  ITSO,  during  the  term  of  fourte^io  .rearp.'  Mr?.  IJcMi'  '* 

..V         ^ 
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Book  L     The  settlement  of  Mattabeseck  commenced  about  the 

v.i^^v-w/  same  time.      The  principal  planters  were  from  England, 

1651.    Hartford,  and  Weathersfield.     The  greatest  number  were 

Settle-       from  Hartford.     There  was  a  considerable  accession  front 

M^dfe^     Rowley,  Chelmsford,  and  Woburn,  in  Massachusetts.     By 

lowi^.        ^6  close  of  this  year  it  became  considerably  settled.     In 

November,  1653,  the  general  court  gave  it  the  name  of 

Middletown.      Twenty  years  after,  the  number  of  shares 

was  fixed  at  fifty-two.     This  was  the  whole  number  of  the 

householders,  at  that  period,  within  the  town. 

The  agreement,  made  the  last  year,  with  the  Dutch  gov- 
ernor, and  his  professions  of  amity,  encouraged  the  Eng- 
lish to  prosecute  the  settlement  of  the  lands,  which  they 
had  purchased  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Dutch. 

Fifty  men  from  New-Haven  and  Totoket,  made  prepa- 
MfcSTMl-  ^^^5  ^^  settle  their  lands  at  Delaware.     This  spring,  Aey 
a*««B.       hired  a  vessel  to  transport  themselves  and  their  effects  in- 
to those  parts.      They  had  a  commission  from  governor 
Eaton ;  and  he  wrote  an  amicable  letter  to  the  Dutch*  gov- 
ernor, acquainting  him  with  their  design  ;   assuring-  him, 
that,  according  to  the  agreement  at  Hartford,  they  would 
settle  upon  their  own  lands,  and  give  no  disturbance  to 
their  neighbours.      A  letter,  of  the  same  import,  was  also 
addressed  to  him  from  the  governor  of  Massachusetts^  But 
no  sooner  had  governor  Stuyvesant  received  the  letters, 
N«w^Ha-   ^^  ^^  arrested  the  bearers,  and  committed  them  close 
Ten  people  prisoners,  under  guard.      Then  sending  for  the  tnaster  of 
imprisoDed  the  vessel  to  come  on  shore,  that  he  might  speak  with  him, 
Sutdb       ^^  arrested  and  committed  him.     Others,  as  they  came  on 
govemor.   shore,  to  visit  and  assist  their  neighbours,  were  confined 
with  them.     The  Dutch  governor  desired  to  see  their  com- 
mission, promising  it  should  be  returned  when  he  had  tak- 
en a  copy.     But  when  it  was  demanded  of  him,  he  would 
not  return  it  to  them.     Nor  would  he  release  the  men  from 
confinement,  until  he  had  forced  them  to  give  it  under 
their  haods,  that  they  would  not  prosecute  their  vovage ; 
but,  without  loss  of  time,  return  to  New-Haven.  He  threat- 
ened, that,  if  be  should  afterwards  find  an v  of  them  at  Del- 
aware, he  would  not  only  seizfB  their  goods,  but  send  them 
prisoners  into  Holland.      He  also  caused  a  considerable 
part  of  the  estate  of  the  inhabitants  of  Southampton  to  be 
attached,  and  would  not  8ufi*er  them  to  remove  it  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  English*     Captain  Tapping,  Mr.  Foni^ 
ham,  and  others,  therefore  complained,  and  petitioned  to 
the  commissioners  for  redress^ 

ford,  relict  of  the  first  mioister  of  tbe  tovro,  died  Sept.  12th,  J 790,  scpd| 
100  yearp,    Mwiutcrjpts  of  tbe  Roy.  Moses  DickinioD. 
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They  met  this  year  at  New-Haven.   The  members  were  Book  L 
Mr.  Bradstreet  and  captain  John  Hawthorne,  Mr.  John  v^^^n^^w/ 
Brown  and  Mr.  Timothy  Hatherly,  governor  Hopkins  and    165K 
Mr.  Ludlow,  governors  Eaton  and  Goodyear.      Governor  Commb- 
£aton  was  chosen  president.  woneri 

Jasper  Crane  and  William  Tuttle,  in  behalf  of  them-  5^\hV 
selves,  and  many  others,  inhabitants  of  New-Haven  and  vcd. 
Totoket,  presented  a  petition  to  the  commissioners,  com-  ^P^*  ^^^* 
plaining  of  the  treatment  which  they  had  received  from  PetitkNi 
the  Dutch  governor,  and  representing,  that  they  had  sus-  jg^P^**"? 
tained  more  than  three  hunared  pounds  damage,  besides    ^  *^^^' 
the  insult  and  injury  done  to  the  united  colonies.     They 
showed,  that  the  Dutch  had  seized,  and  were  about  to  for- 
tify, upon  the  very  lands  which  thev  had  bought  of  the 
original  proprietors  at  Delaware :  That,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  injustice  and  violence  of  the  Dutch,  the  New-Eii- 

Sland  Colonies  might  have  been  greatly  enlarged,  by  set- 
ements  in  those  parts ;  that  the  gospel  might  have  been 
published  to  the  natives,  and  much  good  dpne,  not  only  to 
the  colonies,  at  present,  but  to  posterity.  They  also  rep-* 
resented,  that  the  Dutch  were,  by  gifts  and  art,  enticing 
the  English  to  make  settlements  under  their  jurisdiction. 
They  insisted,  that  suffering  them  thus  to  insult  the  En- 
glish, and  to  seize  on  lands  to  which  they  could  shew  no 
just  claim,  would  encourage  them  to  drive  them  from  their 
other  setdements,  and  to  seize  on  their  lands  and  property, 
whenever  they  pleased ;  and  that  it  would  make  tnem  con- 
temptible among  the  natives,  as  well  as  among  all  other 
nations.  They  pressed  the  commissioners,  therefore,  to 
act  with  spirit,  and  immediately  to  redress  the  injuries 
which  had  been  done  to  them  and  the  colonies. 

The  commissioners  nevertheless,  declined  acting  against  ^he  com- 
the  Dutchj  without  previously  writing,  and  attempting  to  missionen 
obtain  redress  by  negotiation.     They  wrote  to  Stuy vesant,  remon- 
insisting  that  he  had  acted  in  direct  contravention  of  the  p^'^tett 
agreement  at  Hartford,  and  noticed  that,  in  a  letter  to  gov-  a^ainut  the 
emor  Eaton,  he  had  threatened  force  of  arms,  and  blood-  Dutch 
shed,  to  any  who  should  go  to  make  settlements  upon  their  «®^«™o''* 
lands,  at  Delaware,  to  which  he  was  unable  to  show  any 
claim.     They  represented  to  him,  how  deficient  it  appear- 
ed at  Hartford,  not  only  to  the  commissioners,  but  even  to 
the  arbitrators  of  his  own  choosing.     They  charged  him 
with  a  breach  of  the  engagement  of  Mr.  Willet  and  Mr. 
Baxter,  in  his  behalf,  with  respect  to  the  restoration  of 
Greenwich  to  the  government  of  New-Haven.    They  re- 
monstrated against  his  conduct,  in  imprisoning  the  people 
of  New-Haven  and  Totoket,  in  detaining  their,  ooounis- 
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Book  I.  sion,  and  frustrating  their  voyage  ;  and  also  in  beginning 
s^K,/-^/  to  erect  fortifications  upon  the  lands  of  the  New-Haven 
1651.    people,  at  Delaware.     They  afiirmed,  that  they  had  as 
gooa  a  right  to  the  Manhadoes,  as  the  Dutch  had  to  those 
lands.     They  declared  that  the  colonies  had  just  cause  to 
vindicate  and  promote  their  interests,  and  to  redress  the  in- 
juries which  had  been  done  to  their  confederates.     They 
protested,  that  whatever  inconveniences  or  mischief  might 
arise  upon  it  would  be  wholly  chargeable  to  his  unneigh- 
bourly and  unjust  conduct. 
RmoIu-         At  the  same  time,  for  the  encouragement  of  the  petition- 
tioarei-     crs,  they  resolved,  that  if,  at  any  time,  within   twelve 
Sb  settle-  nnonths,  they  should  attempt  the  settlement  of  their  lands, 
tnent  of     at  Delaware,  and,  at  their  own  charge,  transport  a  hundred 
I>cl*-        and  fifty,  or  at  least  a  hundred  men,  well  armed,  with  a 
ware*        good  vessel  or  vessels  for  such  an  enterprise,  with  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  ammunition  ;  and  warranted  by  a  com- 
mission fi-om  the  authority  at  New-Haven,  that  then,  if  they 
should  meet  with  any  opposition  from  the  Dutch  or  SwedeSi 
they  would  afibrd  them  a  sufficient  force  for  their  defence. 
They  also  resolved,  that  all  English  planters,  at  Delaware, 
cither  from  New-Haven,  or  any  other  of  the  united  colo- 
nies, should  bfe  under  the  jurisdiction  of  New-Haven. 
Tribute  The  Pcquots  among  the  Moheagaftis  and  Narragansets, 

demanded  and  those  who  had  removed  to  Long-Island,  had,  to  this 
^^^        time,  neglected  to  pay  any  part  of  the  tribute,  which  had 
been  stipulated,  at  Hartford,  in  1638,  upon  condition,  that 
the  English  would  spare  their  lives  and  defend  them  from 
their  enemies.     The  general  court  had  given  orders,  that 
it  should  be  collected  forthwith,  and  had  appointed  captain 
Mason  to  go  to  Long-Island,  and  demand  it  of  the  Pequots 
there,  as  well  as  of  those  in  other  places, 
"r***^^       Uncas,  with  a  number  of  the  Moheagans,  and  of  Nini- 
lJ^„<^^  grate's  men,  therefore  presented'  himself  before  the  com- 
qairad.      missioners;  and,  in  behalf  of  the  Pequots,  paid  a  tribute  of 
about  three  hundred  fathoms  of  wampum.    He  then,  in 
their  name,  demanded,  why  this  tribute  was  required  ? 
How  long  it  was  to  continue  ?  And  whether  it  must  be  paid 
by  the  children  yet  unborn  ? 
Answer  of      The  commissioners  answered,  that,  by  covenant,  it  had 
thecom-    been  annually  due  ever  since  the  year  1638  :  That  after  a 
mmioo-    j^g^  y^^^  jj^  which  the  Pequots  were  conquered,  the  Eng- 
lish, to  spare,  as  far  as  might  be,  the  blood  of  the  guilty,^ 
accepted  of  a  small  tribute,  as  expressed  in  the  covenant. 
They  inu8ted|  that  they  had  a  right  to  demand  it  as  a  just 
debt.    They  observed,  that  twelve  years  tribute  was  now 
due,  reckoning  only  to  the  year  1^50;  but  that,  to  shifXf 
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their  lenity,  and  encourage  the  Pequots,  if  they  would  be-  Book  L 
have  themselves  well,  and  pay  the  tribute  agreed  upon,  for  s^^s^^^^ 
ten  years,  reckoning  from  1650,  they  would  give  them  all    I651, 
which  was  due  for  past  years ;  and  that,  at  the  expiration  f 

of  the  ten  years,  they  and  their  children  should  be  free. 
This,  it  seems,  they  thankfully  accepted,  and  afterwards 
became  as  faithful  friends  to  the  English  as  the  Mohea-* 
gans.  They  assisted  them  in  their  wars  with  other  In- 
dians ;  especially,  in  that  against  Philip  and  the  Narra- 
gansets. 

While  the  commissioners    were  at  New-Haven,  twoFrmch 
French  gentlemen.  Monsieur  Godfroy  and  Monsieur  Ga-  agentu 
briel  Druillets,  arrived  in  the  capacity  of  commissioners  ^'^™.^*"*" 
from  Canada.     They  had  been  sent  by  the  French  gov- 
ernor, Monsieur  D'Aillebout,  to  treat  with  the  united  colo- 
nies.    They  presented  three  commissions,  one  from  Mon-  Present 
sieur  D'Aillebout,  another  from  the  council  of  New-France,  ***f "!  ^®"*" 
and  a  third  to  Monsieur  Gabriel  Druillets,  who  had  been 
authorized  to  publish  the  doctrines  and  duties  of  Christiani- 
ty among  the  Indians. 

In  behalf  of  the  French  in  Canada,  and  the  christianized  Sae  for 
Indians  in  Acadia,  they  petitioned  for  aid  against  the  Mo-  aid  aj^imt 
hawks  and  warriors  of  the  six  nations.     They  urged,  ^bat  Jt^**  "^  ;. 

the  war  was  just,  as  the  Mohawks  had  violated  the  most 
solemn  leagues,  and  were  perfidious  and  cruel :  That  it 
was  a  holy  war,  as  the  Acadians  were  converted  Indians, 
and  the  Mohawks  treated  them  barbarously,  because  of 
their  Christianity.  They  insisted,  that  it  was  a  common 
concern  to  the  French  and  English  nations,  as  the  war  with 
the  six  nations  interrupted  the  ti-adc  of  both,  with  the  In- 
dians in  general. 

Monsieur  Druillets  appeared  to  be  a  man  of  address.  Their  ad- 
He  opened  the  case  to  the  best  advantage,  displaying  all  his  <^'^^* 
art,  and  employing  his  utmost  ability  to  persuacfe  the  com- 
missioners to  engage  in  the  war  against  the  six  nations. 
He  urged,  that,  if  they  would  not  consent  to  join  in  the  war, 
they  would  at  least,  permit  the  enlistment  of  volunteers,  in 
the  united  colonies,  for  the  French  service ;  and  grant 
them  a  free  passage  through  the  colonies,  by  land  or  water, 
as  the  case  mi^ht  require,  to  the  Mohawk  country.  He 
also  pleaded,  that  the  christianized  Indians  might  be  ta- 
ken under  the  protection  of  the  united  colonies.  He  made 
fair  promises  of  the  ample  compensation  which  the  French 
would  make  the  colonies  for  these  services.  He  represent- 
ed, that,  if  these  points  could  be  gained,  they  woald  enter 
immediately  upon  a  treaty,  for  the  establishment  of  a  free  . 
trade  between  the  French  and  English  in  all  parts  of 
America. 
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Book  I.  The  reply  of  the  commissioners  exhibits  policy  and  pru- 
x^'v^^/  dcnce  ;  showing,  that  they  were  not  ignorant  of  men,  nor 
1651  •  of  the  arts  of  negotiation.  They  answered,  that  they  look- 
Reply  of  ed  upon  such  Indians,  as  had  received  the  yoke  of  Christ, 
the  com-  ^jjj^  another  eye,  than  upon  those  who  worshipped  the 
*  devil :  That  they  pitied  the  Acadians,  but  saw  no  way  to 
help  them,  witnout  exposing  the  English  colonies,  and 
their  own  neighbouring  Indians,  to  war :  and  that  some  of 
those  Indians  professed  Christianity  no  less  than  the  Aca- 
dians. They  observed,  that  it  was  their  desire,  by  all  just 
means,  to  keep  peacq  with  all  men,  even  with  these  bar- 
barians ;  and  that  they  had  no  occasion  for  war  with  the 
Mohawks,  who,  in  the  war  with  the  Pequots,  had  shown  a 
real  respect  to  the  English  colonies,  and  had  never  since 
committed  any  hostilitv  against  them.  They  declared  their 
readincs»to  perform  all  offices  of  righteousness,  peace,  and 
good  neighbourhood  towards  the  French  colony ;  yet,  that 
they  could  not  permit  the  enlisting  of  volunteers,  nor  the 
marchine  of  the  French  and  their  Indians  through  the  colo- 
nics, witnout  giving  grounds  of  offence  and  war  to  the  Mo- 
hawks, and  exposmg  both  themselves  and  the  Indians, 
whom  they  ought  to  protect.  They  observed,  that  the 
English  engaged  in  no  war,  until  they  were  satisfied  that 
it  was  just,  nor  until  peace  had  been  offered  on  reasonable 
terms,  and  had  been  refused :  that  the  Mohawks  were  nei- 
ther in  subjection  to  the  English,  nor  in  league  with  them  ; 
so  that  they  had  no  means  of  informing  themselves  what 
they  could  say  in  their  own  vindication.  They,  also,  as- 
sured the  French  ambassadors,  that  they  were  exceedingly 
dissatisfied  with  that  mischievous  trade,  which  the  French 
and  Dutch  had  carried  on,  and  still  continued,  with  the  In- 
dians, in  vending  them  arms  and  ammunition,  by  which 
they  were  encouraged,  and  made  insolent,  not  only  against 
the  christian  Indians  and  catechumens,  but  a|?ainst  all 
christians  in  Europe,  as  well  as  America.  But  if  all  other 
difficulties  were  removed,  they  represented,  they  had  no 
such  short  and  convenient  passage,  by  land  or  water,  as 
might  be  had  by  Hudson^s  river  to  fort  Aurania  and  be- 
yond, in  the  possession  of  the  Dutch.  They  concluded, 
by  observing,  that  the  honoured  French  deputies,  as  they 
conceived,  bad  full  powers  to  settle  a  free  trade  between 
the  English  and  F^rench  colonies;  but  if,  for  reasons  best 
known  to  themselves,  it  was  designed  to  limit  the  English, 
by  the  same  restraints  and  prombitions  to  which  the  uoh 
privileged  French  were  subjected,  not  suffering  them  to 
trade,  until  they  had  obtained  a  particular  license  from  the 
governor  and  company  of  New  France,  they  must  wait  a 
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fevourable  opportunity  for  negotiation.  Sucli  an  op-  Book  I» 
jportunity,  whenever  it  should  offer,  they  intimated  they  ^^^v^*' 
^ould  readily  embrace.*  1 65 1  • 

.  The  commissioners,  apprehending  that  there  was  little  ^-^^^^^ 
prospect  of  obtaining  a  redress  of  their  grievances  from  ^^'.^^ 
the  Dutch,  by  remonstrance  and  negotiation,  wrote  to  Mr. 
Winslow,  agent  for  Massachusetts  in  England,  on  the  sub- 
ject. They  represented  the  claims  and  rights  of  the  colo- 
nies,  and  tne  injuries  which  they  suffered  from  the  Dutch. 
They  insisted,  that  their  conduct  was  a  high  afiront,  not 
only  to  the  colonies,  but  to  the  honour  of  the  English  na- 
tion.^  Thev  desired  Mr.  Winslow  to  inquire  how  the  par- 
liament and  council  of  state  esteemed  the  ancient  patents, 
nnd  how  any  engagements  of  the  colonies  against  the  Dutch, 
for  the  defence  of  their  rights,  would  be  viewed  by  the 
parliament.  It  was  desired,  that  he  would  give  them  the 
earliest  information  on  the  subject. 

The  people  at  New-Haven  persisted  in  their  purpose  of  Cap(.  Ma- 
ioaking^  if  possible,  a  permanent  settlement  upon  their  son  bTited 
lands  at  Delaware.     They  were  sensible,  that  such  was  ^  ^^^ 
the  situation  of  their  affairs,  that  a  leader,  who  was  not  only  ^^g^. 
a  politician,  but  a  man  of  known  courage,  military  skill 
and  experience,  would  be  of  great  importance  to  the  en- 
terprise.    They,  therefore,  made  application  to  captaia 
Mason,  to  remove  with  them  to  Delaware,  and  take  on 
liim  the  management  of  the  company.     They  intade  hini 
such  offers,  that  it  seems  he  had  a  design  of  leaving  the 
colony,  and  putting  himself  at  the  head  of  the  English  set- 
tlements in  those  parts.    But  the  general  court  at  Con- 
necticut, would  by  no  means  consent.    They  unanimously 
desired  him  to  entertain  no  thoughts  of  changing  his  situa- 
tion.   This  appears  to  have  prevented  his  going,  and  ta 
have  frustrated  the  design. 

The  grand  list  of  the  colony  appears  this  year,  for  the 
first  time,  upon  the  records.  There  are  the  lists  of  seven  ^?J^*'** 
towns  only.  The  others  either  paid  no  taxes,  or  their  lists  ^^^^ 
were  not  completed  and  returned.  The  amount  of  the 
#hole,  was  75,4921.  10s.  6d.  It  appears  that  the  towns, 
at  this  period,  were  not,  upon  an  average,  more  than  equal 
to  our  common  parishes  at  this  day. 

At  the  general  election  in  Connecticut,  in  1653,  the  for- Election, 
ifier  magistrates  were  re-elected.  ^*l  *^> 

The  commencement  of  hostilities,  the  last  year,  between 
England  and  Holland,  the  perfidious  management  of  the 
Dutch  governor,  with  apprehensions  of  the  rising  of  the 
Indians,  spread  a  general  alarm  through  the  colony^ 

*  Records  of  the  mitted  colonies. 

A  9  \ 


302  UrSTORY  OF  Chap.  X, 

Book  I.      The  assembly  convened  on  the  30th  of  June,  and  adopt- 
nm^-v-%^  ed  several  measures  for  the  common  safety.     Orders  were 
1652.    given,  that  the  cannon  at  Saybrook  should  be  well  mount- 
Jineautb.  ed  on  carriages ;  that  the  fort  should  be  supplied  with  am- 
munition; ami  that  the  inhabitants,  who  were  scattered 
abroad,  should  collect  their  families  into  it,  and  hold  them- 
selves in  the  best  state  of  readiness  for  their  common  de- 
fence. 
Indiaofl  re-     The  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  the  several  plantations, 
quired  to    within  the  colony,  were  inquired  to  give  testimony  of  (heir 
Sciranns  friendship  and  fidelity  to  the  English,  by  delivering  up  their 
April,      '  arms  to  the  governor  and  magistrates.    Those  who  refu- 
1653.        sed,  were  to  be  considered  as  enemies* 

Stuy  vesant,  the  Dutch  governor,  made  no  satisfaction  for 
past  injuries ;  but  added  new  insults  and  grievances  to 
those  which  were  past.  He  again  revived  the  claims 
which  he  had  renounced  at  Hartford  ;  and  though  he  re- 
strained the  Dutch  from  open  hostility,  yet  he  used  all  his 
arts  with  the  Indians  to  engage  them  to  massacre  the  Eng- 
lish colonists. 

A  discovery  tvas  made  in  March,  that  he  was  confede- 
rate with  the  Indians,  in  a  plot  for  the  extirpation  of  the 
April  iotli,  English  colonies.    An  extraordinary  meeting  of  the  com- 
commis-    missioners  was  called  upon  the  occasion,     ft  consisted  of 
meet.        Governor  Endicott,  Mr.  William  Hawthorne,  William  Brad- 
ford, Esq'r.  Mr.  John  Brown,  Mr.  Ludlow,  Captain  Cul- 
lick,  Governor  Eaton,  and  Captain  John  Astwood.     Gov. 
Endicott  was  chosen  president. 

Upon  a  close  attention  to  the  reports  which  had  been 
spread,  and  a  critical  examination  of  the  evidence,  all  the 
commissioners,  except  those  of  the  Massachusetts,  were  of 
the  opinion,  that  there  had  been  a  horrid  and  execrable 
)?iot  of  the  plot,  concerted  by  the  Dutch  governor  and  the  Indians, 
l^di^^^  for  the  desti-uction  of  the  English  colonies.     Ninigrate,  it 
appeared,  had  spent  the  winter  at  the  Manbadoes,  with 
Stuyvesant,  on  the  business.    He  had  been  over  Hudson's 
river,  among  the  western  Indians ;  procured  a  meeline  of 
the  sachems ;  made  ample  declarations  against  the  Eng- 
lish ;  and  solicited  their  aid  against  the  colonies.    He  was 
brought  back  in  the  spring,  in  a  Dutch  sloop,  with  arms 
Evidence    and  ammunition  from  the  Dutch  governor.     The  Indians, 
of  it         f^p  gQYj^Q  hundreds  of  miles,  appeared  to  be  disafiected  and 
hostile.   Tribes,  which  before  nad  been  always  friendly  to 
the  English,  became  inimical ;  and  the  Indians  boasted; 
that  they  wer6  to  have  goods  from  the  Dutch,  at  half  the 
price  for  which  the  English  sold  them,  and  powder  as  plea- 
iy  as  the  sand.    The  Long-Island  Indians  testified  to  the 
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plot.  Nine  sachems,  ivho  lived  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Dutch,  Book  L 
sent  their  united  testinionyto  Stamfoixl,  ''that  the  Dutch  \^^^r>^ 

Sovernorhad  solicited  them,  by  promising  them  guns,  pow-     1(553. 
er,  swords,  wampum,  coats,  and  waistcoats,  to  cut  off  the  March  17 
Engli&h.^'     The   messengers   who   were   sent,   declared, 
•*  they  were  as  the  mouth  of  the  nine  sagamores  who  all 
spake,  they  would  not  lie.''      One  of  the  nine  sachems, 
allerwards,  came  to  Stamford,  with  other  Indians,  and  tes- 
tified the  same.     The  plot  was  confessed  by  a  Wampeag 
and  a  Narraganset  Indian,  and  was  confirmed  by  Indian 
testimonies  from  all  quarters.*     It  was  expected,  that  a 
Dutch  fleet  would  arrive,  and  that  the  Dutch  and  Indians  . 
would  unite  in  the  destruction  of  the  English  plantations. 
It  was  rumoured,  that  the  time  for  the  massacre  was  fixed 
upon  the  day  of  the  public  election,  when  the  freemen 
would  be  generally  from  home. 

The  country  was  exceedingly  alarmed  ;  especially  Con-  Alarm  and 
necticut  and  New-Haven.     1  hey  were  greatlv  hindered  in  ^^^i^!' 
their  ploughing,  sowing,  planting,  and  in  all  their  affairs,  nies. 
They  were  worn  down  with  constant  watching  and  guard- 
ing, and  put  to  great  expense  for  die  common  safety. 

oix  of  the  commissioners  were  satisfied,  that  they  had 
just  grounds  of  war  with  the  Dutch.  They  drew  up  a 
general  declaration  of  their  grievances,  for  the  satisfaction 
of  the  people.  They  also  stated  the  evidence  they  had  of 
the  conspiracy,  which  they  supposed  was  then  in  hand. 
They  determined,  nevertheless,  before  they  commenced 
hostilities  against  the  Dutch,  to  acquaint  the  governor  with 
the  discovery  which  they  had  made,  and  to  give  him  an  o[i- 
portunity  of  answering  ior  himself. 

In  the  mean  time  letters  arrived  from  the  Dutch  govern- 
or, in  which  he  appeared,  with  great  confidence,  absolute- 
ly to  deny  the  plot  which  had  been  charged  upon  him.  He 
offered  to  go  or  send  to  Boston  to  clear  his  innocence  ;  or 
desired  that  some  persons  might  be  deputed  and  sent  to  the 
Manhadoes,  to  examine  the  charges  and  receive  his  an- 
swers. Other  letters  arrived  at  the  same  time  confirming 
the  evidence  of  the  conspiracy,  and  representing,  that  the 
Indians  were  hastened  to  can^  it  into  execution. 

The  commissioners  determined  to  send  agents  to  the  gov*  A^ni% 
ernor ;  and  with  the  utmost  dispatch  made  choice  of  Fran-  ^i'^^*^^'; 
cis  Newman,  one  of  the  magistrates  of  New-Haven,  cap-  Dutch  ^ 
tain  John  Leveret,  afterwards  governor  of  Massachusetts,  gorcmor. 
and  Mr.  William  Davis.    They  vested  them  with  plenary 
powers  to  examine  the  whole  afiair,  and  to  receive  thp 
governor's  answer,  according  to  his  ovm  proposals* 
*  RecMdf  of  the  uoitsd  coknies. 
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Book  L     Stuyvesant,  in  his  letters,  pretended  to  express  his  ad; 

s^rv""^/  miration,  that  the  En^Ush  should  give  credit  to  Indian  tes« 

1653*    timony.     The  commissioners,  therefore,  in  their   reply, 

Ifitertto  charged  him  with  making  use  of  heathen  testimony  against 

{JP  •^     New-Haven ;  and  observed,  that  Kieft,  his  predecessor^ 

^11  coim-   j^^j  ^^^j  Indian  testimonies  against  the  English  in  a  strange 

manner,  in  a  case  of  treason,  and  life  of  death.     Thev 

also  acquainted  him  with  the  Moody  use  which  the  Dutch 

SQverndr  and  his  council  had  made  of  the  confession  of  the 
apanese,  against  captain  Towerson  and  the  En^sh  chris- 
tians at  Amboyna,  though  it  was  extorted  by  torture. 

They  wrote  to  Monsieur  Montague  and  captain  New- 
ton, who  were  of  the  Dutch  governor's  council,   that  his 
protestations  of  innocence  ^ve  them  no  satisfaction.  They 
charged  \ike  fiscal,*  as  well  as  the  governor,  with  the  plot. 
They  stated   their  grievances,  demanded  satisfaction  foe 
past  injuries,  and  security  for  the  future. 
iTmpto       yVhile  their  agents  were  employed  at  the  Manhadoes, 
be  railed.  |{jgy  determined  on  the  number  of  men  to  be  raised,  in 
case  of  a  war.     For  the  fkst  expedition  they  resolved  to 
send  put  five  hundred  ;  and  appoji^ted  captain  Leveret  Ci| 
the  chief  coipmand.     They  also  determined,  that,  should 
they  engage  in  war  with  the  Dutch,  the  commissioners  of 
the  united  colonics  should  meet  at  New-Haven,  to  eive  aH 
necessary  directions  respecting  the  expedition,  ana  to  or- 
der the  war  in  general.  f 
The  Dutch     Notwithstanding  the  fair  proposals  which  governor  StoVf 
avo^ex-  v^sant  had  made,  he  woula  submit  to  no  examination,  by 
amina-   ~  ^!^  agents,  any  further  than  a  committee  qf  his  own  ap- 
{i<m.         pointing  should  consent.     Two  of  the  committee  were  per- 
sons whp  had  been  complained  of  lor  miademeaoore,  at 
Hartford  ;  and  one  of  |hem  had  been  laid  under  bonds  for 
his  crimes.    The  agents  conceived,  that  the  very  proposal 
of  such  person  as  a  committee  was  a  high  affront  to  them^ 
to  the  united  colonies,  and  to  the  English  nation.     Be* 
sides,  the  Dutch  governor  would  not  sufier  the  witnesses  to 
speak  unless  they  were  previously  laid  under  such  res- 
traints as  would  prevent  all  benefit  from  their  evidence. 
The  agents  not  only  obiected  to  the  committee,  and  dei- 
clined  all  connection  with  them,  but  remonstrated  a^inst 
the  restraints  proposed  to  be  laid  on  the  witnesses.     Find- 
ing that  nothing  could  be  efibcted  with  respect  to  the  dn^ 
sign  of  their  agency,  they,  in  a  spirited  manner,  demanded 
satisfaction  for  insults  and  injuries  past,  and  security  a- 
gainst  future  abuse,  and  took  leave  of  tiie  Manhadoes. 
4s  they  returned,  they  took  various  testimonies  respects 

*  That  it,  the  trcaBurt r. 


meet 
agaia. 
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fog  tbe  plot ;  some  from  the  Indians,  and  others  from  the  Book  L 
English,  sworn  before  proper  authority.     Before  their  re-  v^^v-^/ 
lum,  the  commissioners  were  dispersed,  and  the  general     1653. 
ielectioDS  were  finished.     The  courts  at  Connecticut  and  Agenta 
New-Haven  voted  their  respective  quotas  of  men,  appoint-  »«*«»". 
/ed  their  officers,  and  e^ve  orders,  that  all  necessary  prepa- 
tions  should  be  made  rar  the  designed  expedition. 

On  the  election  at  Hartford,  the  former  officers  were  JJjJ^^ 
rechosen*     The  time  of  election,  at  New-Haven,  had  been  New-Ha- 
cbanged  from  October  to  May  ;   and  this  year  was  on  the  vea. 
'S5th  of  the  month.     The  governors  were  the  same  as  they 
had  been  for  several  years,  Eaton  and  jGroodyear.      The 
magistrates  w,ere,  Mr.  William  Fowler,  Mr.  John  Ast- 
wood,  William  Leet,  Esauire,  Mr.  Joshua  Atwater,  and 
idr.  Francis  Newman.      Mr.  Atwater  was  treasurer,  and 
Mr.  Newman  secretary. 

Immediately,  on  the  return  of  the  agents,  from  the  Man-  Commlf-' 
hadoes,'  the  general  court  of  Massachusetts  summoned  s^n-  ^^' 
Other  extraordinary  meeting  of  the  commissioners,  at  Bos^ 
ton,  about  the  last  of  May.  The  cpmmissioners  were  all 
the  tame  who  coniposed  the  last  meeting,  except  Mr.  Brad- 
Btreet  in  the  room  of  governor  Endicott,  who  was  obliged 
to  attend  the  general  court. 

The  agents  made  report  of  the  treatment  which  they  had  Agents 
received  from  the  Dutch,  and  of  such  evidence  as  they  had  make  i«- 
taken  of  the  plot  on  their  return.  The  commissioners  were  P^*^ 
alto  certified,  that  the  Indians,  on  Long-Is)and,  had  charg- 
ed the  fiscal  wjth  the  plot ;  and  that  captain  Underhili, 
)iaving  reported  what  the  Indians  declarea,  was  seized  and 
fsarri^  by  a  guard  of  soldiers,  fi*om  Flushing  to  the  Man- 
JuuioeS)  nrhere  he  was  confined  by  the  fiscal,  until  what  hp 
liad  reported,  was  affirmed  to  his  face :  then  he  was  dis- 
iniased^  without  trial,  and  all  his  charges  borne.  No  soon- 
er had  the  agents  taken  their  departure  firom  the  Manha- 
does,  than  the  captain,  because  he  had  been  active  in  ex- 
Iribiting  the  evidence  of  the  Dutch  and  Indian  conspiracy, 
tiotwithstandsng  all  the  important  services  he  had  rendered 
the  Dutch,  was  ordered  to  depart.  The  commissioners  re- 
vived a  letter  from  him,  May  $4th,  representing  the  ex- 
treme danger  in  which  he  and  all  the  English  were,  as- 
suring them,  that  as  necessity  had  no  law,  he  had,  like  Jep- 
tha,  put  his  life  in  his  hand,  to  save  English  blood ;  and 
that  he  was  waiting  their  orders,  with  loyalty  to  them  and 

ge  parliament,  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  the  nation.  The 
utch  demanded,  that  all  the  English  among  4hem  should 
take  an  oath  of  fiddity  to  them.  This,  in  case  of  war, 
^ighthave  induced  them  to  fight  against  their  own  nation. 
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Book  I.  The  peoplip  of  Hampstcad,  at  the  same  time,  represented 
v^'^^-^  that  they  were  in  ^thc  utmost  danger,  and  wrote,  in  the 
1653*  ™^^^  pressing  manner,  for  arms  and  ammunition,  to  defend 
themselves.  Letters  were  also  sent  from  Connecticut  and 
New-Haven,  with  intelligence,  that  the  Dutch  governor,  by 
presents  of  wampum,  coats,  and  other  articles,  was  excit- 
ing the  Mohawks,  and  various  Indian  tribes,  to  rise  and  at- 
tack the  English,  both  on  Long-Island,  and  on  the  main. 

A  long  letter  from  the  Dutch  governor  was  also  receiv- 
ed, in  which,  in  general  terms,  he  excused  himself  relative 
to  the  plot ;  but  he  gave  no  encouragement  of  the  least 
satisfaction,  in  a  single  instance;  or  that  the  colonies 
should  be  n^ore  safe  from  injury  and  insult,  for  the  future* 
Indeed,  he  still  insulted  them,  renewing  the  claims,  both  to 
Connecticut  and  New-Haven,  which  he  had  given  up  at 
Hartford, 
lliecom-  An  the  commissioners,  excepting  Mr.  Bradstreet,  voted 
■!«  for*"  for  war  against  the  Dutch.  He  was  under  the  inflOence  of 
war.  ^he  'general  court  of  Massachusetts,  who  were  using  all 
their  arts  to  oppose  the  commissioners,  and  prevent  open 
hostility.  The  commissioners,  however,  so  strenuously- 
urged  the  justice  and  necessity  of  an  iounediate  war  with 
the  Dutch,  and  so  spiritedly  remonstrated  against  the  con* 
duct  of  the  court,  as  violaters  of  the  articles  of  union,  that 
they  appointed  a  committee  of  conference  with  them.  Thejr 
desired,  that  a  statement  of  the  case  might  be  made,  and 
the  advice  of  the  elders  taken  on  the  subject.  The  com- 
mittee of  the  court  were  major  Denison  and  captain  Lev^P 
eret. 

The  commissioners  replied,  that  their  former  declaia* 
lion,  their  letter  to  the  Dutch  governor,  and  the  evidence 
before  them,  afforded  clear  and  sufficient  light  in  the  af- 
fair. Nevertheless,  they  appointed  captain  Hawthorne^ 
Mr.  Bradford,  and  governor  Eaton,  a  committee  to  confer 
with  the  gentlemen  appointed  by  the  court*  Governor 
Eaton  drew  a  state  of  the  case,  in  behalf  of  the  committee 
of  the  commissioners.  The  committee  from  the  general 
court  would  not  consent  to  it,  but  drew  a  statement  of  their 
own.  Under  the  influence  of  the  general  court,  and  the 
different  representation  which  their  committee  had  made, 
the  elders  gave  their  opinion  : 
Advice  of  ^'  That  the  proofs  ana  presumptions  of  the  execrable  plot, 
the  dden.  tending  to  the  destruction  of  so  many  pf  the  dear  saints  of 
God,  imputed  to  the  Dutch  governor  and  the  fiscal,  were 
of  such  weight  as  to  induce  mem  to  believe  the  reality  of 
it ;  yet  they  were  not  so  fully  conclusive,  as  to  clear  up  a 
present  proceeding  to  war  tiefore  the  worl4 1  and  to  bear 
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up  their  hearts  with  that  fulness  of  persuasion,  which  was  Book  !• 
meet  in  commending  the  case  to  God,   in  prayer,  and  to  v^^-v-^/ 
the  people  in  exhortations ;  and  that  it  would  be  safest  for    1653. 
the  colonies  to  forbear  the  use  of  the  sword ;  but  advised 
to  be  in  a  posture  of  defence,  and  readiness  for  action,  un* 
tii  the  mind  of  God  should  be  more  clearly  known,  either 
for  a  more  settled  peace,  or  manifest  grounds  of  war/' 

It  seems,  that  tne  affair  was  very  partially  referred  to 
the  ministers,  whether  (he  evidence  of  the  plot  was  so  clear 
as  to  warrant  a  war ;  whereas,  this  was  out  one  circum- 
stance among  many,  which  might  render  it  just  and  ne- 
cessary. These  ought  to  have  been  considered,  no  less 
than  the  other.  The  deputies  of  the  court  concurred  with 
the  clergy.  ^ 

In  the  mean  time,  all  the  commissioners,  except  Mr.  saton^s 
Brad&treet,  continued  determined  for  war.     Governor  Ea-  reprcien- 
ton  insisted,  that  the  Dutch  had,  for  many  years,  during:  a  *?*"??  *i^. 

c  ix*    !•    1  •    •     •  It      .-1        r  the  Dutch 

succession  of  governors,  multipued  injuries  and  hostile  af-  conduct, 
fronts,  with  treachery  and  falsehood,  against  the  English, 
to  their  very  great  damage  :  That  these  injuries  had  oeen 
fully  and  repeatedly  represented  to  them,  and  satisfaction 
demanded ;  yet  that  nothing  had  been  received  in  return, 
but  dilatory,  false,  and  offensive  answers.  JFf e  observed, 
that  the  governor  and  his  associates  had  been  formerly 
suspected  and  accused  of  instigating  the  Indians  against 
the  English ;  and  that  now  a  treacherous  and  bloody  plot 
had  been  discovered,  and  charged  upon  him  and  his  fiscal, 
by  more  witnesses  than  could  have  been  expected ;  that  by 
it  the  peace  of  the  country  had  been  disturbed,  their  owh 
lives,  the  lives  of  their  children,  and  all  their  connexions, 
had  been  in  constant  jeopardy  :  That  though  they  had  al- 
lowed the  Dutch  governor  a  fair  opportunity  of  clearing 
himself,  of  making  satisfaction,  and  securing  the  colonies 
for  the  future ;  yet  that,  by  his  conduct,  he  had  increased 
the  evidence  of  his  guilt ;  and  that  he  had  given  the  colo- 
nies no  security  for  their  future  peace  and  safety  ;  nor  had 
they  the  least  reason  to  expect  them.  He  insisted,  that 
the  English,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Dutch,  were  in 
the  most  immediate  danger,  not  only  from  them,  but  the 
Indians,  through  their  instigation;  because  they  would 
not  submit  to  an  oath  to  join  with  them  in  fighting  against 
their  own  nation.  He  urged,  that  the  insolence,  treachery, 
and  bitter  enmity,  which  the  Dutch  had  manifested  against 
the  nation  of  England,  and  all  the  English  abroad,  as  they 
had  opportunity,  were  sufficient  to  assure  them  that,  as 
soon  as  the  States  General  should  be  able  to  send  a  small 
fleet  to  the  Manhadoes,  the  colonies  could  not  be  safe,  ei- 


208  lilSTORY  OP  Cha^.  X. 

Boor  I.  iher  in  tlfieir  pefrsons  or  property,  ty  land  or  sea.     He  fur- 
Si^f^y^^^  tber  insisted,  that  the  state  of  the  commonwealth  of  En- 
16d3«    gldnd,  and  of  the  colonies,  was  snCh  as  called  for  war; 
and  that,  if  either  of  the  colonies  should  refuse  to  join  in  it, 
against  the  common  eiiemv,  and  if  any  of  the  plantations, 
through  such  refusal,  should  be  destroyed,  the  guilt  of  such 
blood  would  lie  upon  tliem.* 
Mr.  Norris     Some  faithful  people  in  the  Massachusetts  were  entirely 
pleads  for  opposed  to  thc  conouct  of  their  general  court,  and  ventur* 
^*'''         ed  to  express  their  opinion*     Tne  Rev.  Mr.  Norris,  of  Sa- 
lem, sent  a  i^riting  to  th6  commissioners,  representing  the 
necessity  of  a  war*     He  urged,  that  if  the  colonics,  in  (heir 
then  present  circumstances,  should  neglect  to  engage  in  it^ 
it  would  be  a  declaration  of  their  neutrality  in'  the  contest  ^ 
May 90.     irtight  be  viewed  in  that  light  by  the  parliament;  and  be 
of  great  and  general  disservice  to  their  interests  :  That  the 
spending  of  so  much  time  in  parlies  and  treaties,  after  all 
the  iniuries  they  had  receivea,  and  Vrhile  the  enemy  was 
insulting  them,  and  fortifying  aeainst  them,  would  make 
them  contemptible  among  the  Indians :  That  it  was  dis- 
honoring  Goo,  in  whom  thev  professed  to  trust,  and  bring- 
ing a  scandal  among  themselves*    He  insisted  that,  as  their 
brethren  had  sent  their  moan  to  them,  and  desired  their 
assistance,  if  they  should  refuse,  the  curse  of  the  aneel  of 
the  Lord  agiaiinst  ffleroz  would  come  upon  them*     This,  he 
said,  he  presented  in  the  name  of  many  pensive  hearts*! 
fiut  nothing  could  induce  the  Massachusetts  to  unite' 
Dedara-    ^^^^  ^^^^^  brethren,  in  a  war  against  the  Dutch*     The  gen- 
tionoftbe  eral  court,  in  direct  violation  of*  (be  articles  of  confedera- 
general      tion,  resolved,  that  no  determination  of  the  commissioners^ 
MM»a-^^    though  they  should  all  agree,  should  bind  the  general  court 
chu8eit».    to  join  in  an  offensive  war,  which  should  appear  to  such 
general  court  to  be  unjust*     This  declaration  gaTc  great 
uneasiness  to  the  comniissioners,  and  to  the  sister  colo^ 
nies*     Indeed,  it  nearly  efiected  a  dissolution  of  their  uq« 
ion. 

The  commissioners,  finding  that  the  Massachusetts  would 

not  submit  to  their  determination,  nor  afford  any  assistance 

to  her  confederates,  dissolved. 

Renointion      In  this  important  crisis,  governor  Haynes  called  a  spe-* 

of  the  gen-  cial  court,  OH  the  25th  of  June.     The  court  resolved,  that 

a?Con-'^  the  fears  and  distresses  of  the  English,  bordering  upon  the 

necticQt.    Dutch,  and  the  damages  which  they  had  sustained,  should 

June  35tb.  be  forthwith  represented  to  the  magistrates  in  Massacht*- 

setts  :  That  the  opinion  of  the  court,  respecting  the  power 

*  Records  of  ti\e  united  colonies, 
t  Recosds  of  the  iwited  GoioBkSw 
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of  the  commissioners  to  make  war,  and  the  reasons  of  their  Book  !• 
opinion,  should  be  communicated.     They  also  determined,  s.^^v'^.^ 
that  their  messengers  should  humbly  pray,  that  war  might    1653# 
be  carried  on  against  the  Dutch,   according  to  the  deter- 
mination of  the  commissioners.     The  messengers  were  in- 
structed, to  use  their  influence,  that  three  magistrates  might 
have  power  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  commissioners,   at 
Hartford  or  New-Haven,  to  conduct  the  aflfairs  of  the  war, 
as  occasion  mi^ht  require.     If  this  could  not  be  obtained 
they  were  to  desire  that  liberty  might  be  given  to  enlist 
volunteers,  in  the  Massachusetts,  for  the  defence  of  the 
colonies. 

Governor  Haynes  and  Mr.  Ludlow,  were  appointed  toc^nf^^ 
confer  with  governor  Eaton  and  his  council  on  the  sub-  with  New* 
ject-     The  court  at  New-Haven  were  no  less  clear  and  Haren. 
unanimous,  in  the  opinion  of  the  power  of  the  commission- 
ers to  declare  war  and  make  peace,  than  the  general  court 
at  Connecticut ;  and  that  all  the  colonies  were  absolutely 
bound  by  their  determination.     Both  colonies  united  in 
sending  the  messengers,  and  in  the  purport  of  their  mes- 
sage«     But  nothing  more  could  be  obtained,  than  the  cal- 
ling of  another  meeting  of  the  commissioners,  at  Boston. 

They  met  on  the  11th  of  September.     The  resolutions  Commis- 
of  the  general  courts  of  Connecticut  and  New-Haven  were  «ioneri 
produced,  expressing  their  entire  approbation  of  the  deter-  S^^ha 
inination  of  the  commissioners,  ana  remonstrating  against 
the  declaration  of  the  general  court  of  Massachusetts,  and 
the  sense  which  they  had  put  on  the  articles  of  confedera- 
tion. 

The  general  court  of  Massachusetts  returned  an  answer 
to  this  eflfect :  that  since  their  brethren  of  the  other  colo- 
nies had  apprehensions  different  from  theirs,  they  judged  it 
might  conduce  most  to  peace  to  wave  the  point  in  contro^ 
versy.  At  the  same  time,  they  intimated  they  had  no  oc-* 
casion  to  answer  them. 

The  commissioners  refused  to  accept  this  as  an  answer*  iteject  th» 
They  insisted,  that  they  had  ample  powers,  from  all  the  aoMrer  of 
other  colonies,  to  determine,  in  all  affairs  of  peace  and  ***•  ^^^ 
war ;  and  that  this  was  consistent  with  the  grammatical,  mI^i^. 
and  true  sense  of  the  articles  of  confederation.     Thev  in-  chuaettt. 
sisted,  that  it  was  totally  inconsistent,  not  only  with  thcAlteica- 
articles  of  union,   but  with  the  welfare  of  the  colonies,  tiom  be- 
ihat  they  should  be  at  so  much  expense  and  trouble,  tojj^®^"* 
meet  and  deliberate  on  the  general  interests  of  the  confed- 
erates, if  their  determinations  were  to  be  annulled  by  one 
court  and  another. 

The  general  court,  on  their  part,  insisted,  that  the  deter- 
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Book  I.  minations  of  the  commissioners,  could  not  bind  them  to  a 
s,^^N/-w/  war  which  they  could  not  see  to  be  just ;  and  that  it  was 
1653.     inconsistent  with  the  liberties  of  the  colonies^  that  their  de- 
cisions should  compel  them  to  action. 

The  commissioners  replied,  that  no  power  could  bind 
men  to  do  that  which  was  absolutely  unlawful ;  but  that 
their  authority  was  as  absolute,  with  respect  to  war  and 
peace,  as  any  authority  could  be ;  and  tnat  it  was  their 
province  only  to  judge  of  the  justice  of  the  cause.  They 
maintained,  that  it  could  be  no  kifringement  of  the  rights 
of  the  colonies,  to  be  bound  by  the  acts  of  their  own  agents, 
vested  with  plenary  powers  for  those  very  acts.  They  re- 
presented the  religious  and  solemfn  manner  in  which  the 
confederation  was  made ;  that,  by  its  express  words,  it  was 
a  perpetual  league  for  them  and  their  posterity,  in  which 
their  eight  commissioners,  or  any  six  of  tbem^  should  have 
full  power  to  determine  all  affairs  of  war  and  peace, 
leagues,  aids,  &c  :  That  every  article  had  been  examined, 
not  only  by  a  committee  of  the  four  general  courts,  but  by 
the  whole  court  of  Massachusetts,  at  the  time  whea  it  was 
completed  :  That  many  prayers  were  addressed  to  beavea 
for  its  accomplishment,  while  it  was  under  consideration  ; 
and  that  the  carrying  of  it  into  execution,  had  been  an  oo 
casion  of  abundant  thanksgiving.  They  said,  that  after 
practising  upon  it  for  ten  years,  the  colonies  had  experi- 
enced the  most  salutary  effects,  to  the  great  and  general 
advantage  of  all  the  confederates*  In  these  views,  they 
insisted^  that  the  violation  of  it  would  be  matter  of  great 
sin  in  the  presence  of  God,  and  of  scandal  before  men. 
They  referred  it  to  the  serious  coiisideration  of  the  general 
court,  whether  they  would  not,  in  his  sight  who  knew  all 
hearts,  be  guilty  of  this  sin  and  scandal  ? 

The  general  court  earnestly  requested,  that  they  would 
drop  the  dispute,  and  enter  upon  business.  Their  com- 
missioners also  pressed  the  same.  But,  with  a  spirit  of 
magnanimity  and  firmness,  becoming  their  character,  they 
utterly  refused  ;  determining,  to  a  man,  after  drawing  a  re^ 
monstrance  against  the  Massachusetts,  to  return  to  their 
respective  colonies,  and  leave  the  event  with  the  supreme 
ruler. 

No  sooner  had  the  general  court  intelligence  of  what 
was  transacting,  than  they  dispatched  a  writing  to  the  com- 
missioners, apparently  retracting  all  which  they  had  before 
advanced  in  opposition  to  them.  It  was,  however,  expres* 
sed  artfully  in  doubtful  language.  Upon  the  reception  of 
this,  they  proceeded  to  busmess. 

Ninigrate,  ever  since  the  Pequot  war^  bad  been  the 
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common  pest  of  the  colonies.     He  had  violated  all  his  Book  !• 
contracts  with  them  ;  had  fallen  on  the  Ldng-Island  In-  v-^^n/'^n^ 
dians,  who  were  in  alliance  with  the  English,  and  slain    1653^ 
marny  of  them ;  and  carried  others,  men,  women,  and  chil-  Conductor 
dren,  into  captivity.     By  his  hostilities,  he  gave  alarm  and  ^'"'S**^' 
trouble  to  the  English  plantations,  on  the  island,  in   the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Indians.      When  messengers  had 
been  sent  to  him,  demanding  that  he  would  return  the  cap- 
tives, and  desist  from  war,   he  absolutely  refused ;    and 
would  give  no  account  of  his  conduct.     He  had  now  spent 
the  winter  with  the  Dutch  governor,  in  concerting  mea- 
sures against  the  English  colonies  ;  and  had  been  beyond 
Hudson's  river,  spiriting  up  the  Indians  there,  as  well  as  in 
» other  quarters,  to  a  general  rising  against  them.    The  com- 
missioners therefore  declared  war  against  him,  and  ap-warde-l 
pointed  the  number  of  men  and  officers  for  the  service,  clared  a- 
They  also  again  resolved  upon  war  against  the  Dutch,  gainst  him. 
All  the  commissioners  joined  in  these  resolutions,  except 
Mr.  Bradstreet.      But   they  were  to  no  purpose.      The 
general  court  refused  to  bear  any  part  in  the  war  against 
either. 

The  commissioners  protested  against  the  members  of  P'pt®"*^-. 
the  court  of  Massachusetts,  as  violators  of  the  confedera-  |f J^'^^- 
tion.     They  pressed  it  as  an  indispensable  duty,  to  avenge  aetta. 
the  blood  of  innocents,  who  had  depended  on  them  wr 
safety,  and  had  suffered  on  the  account  of  their  faithfulness 
to  the  colonies ;   to  recover  their  wives  and  children  from 
captivity ;   to  protect  their  friends  from  the  insults  of  bar- 
barous and  bloody  men ;    and  to  vindicate  the  honor  of 
themselves,  and  of  the  nation."*^ 

The  Massachusetts  nevertheless  persisted  in  their  oppo-  j^^  ^^l 
sition  to  the  commissioners,  and  would  bear  no  part  in  the  sist  m  their 
war.     Their  desertion  of  their  confederates  was  matter  of  oppo«tioa 
fnreat  iniury  and  distress  to  them ;  especially  to  Connecti-  J^iJ?^;. 

®  I  XT  ^     »¥  rtiL  "^        1       1  !•       1  commis- 

cut  and  New-Haven,  ihey  were  not^only  obliged  to  putsionen. 
up  with  all  former  insults  ana  damages  from  the  Dutch ;  out 
alter  they  had  been  at  great  expense  already,  i/i  fortifying 
and  guarding  against  the  Dutch  and  Indians,  and  had  oeen 
worn  down  with  anxiety  and  watching,  from  the  very  open- 
ing of  the  spring,  they  were  still  left  to  their  fears,  and 
obliged  to  combine  together  for  mutual  defence,  in  the  best 
manner  of  which  they  were  capable. 

Few  instances  occur  in  history,  of  so  flagrant  and  obsti- 
nate a  violation  of  a  covenant,  so  solemnly  made,  as  this  of 
the  general  court  of  Massachusetts  ;  especially,  of  a  cove- 

*  Records  of  the  united  coIoDiee,  io  which  this  controversj  is  recorde<|^ 
4»t  large. 
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Book  I.  nant  made  between  christians  of  the  same  nation,  and  all 
s^^v^w/  professed  brethren  of  the  same  faith.      What  interest  the 
1653.    Massachusetts  made  by  thus  favoring  the  Dutch,  is  not 
known ;  but  surely  it  is  painful  to  relate  the  indelible  stain, 
which  the  legislature  of  so  ancient  and  respectable  a  colo* 
ny  have  left,  by  this  conduct,  upon  their  honor,  as  men, 
and  upon  their  morals,  as  christians. 
Meetings        The  general   courts   of  Connecticut  and   New-Haven 
of  the  gen-  were  convoked  soon  after  the  return  of  the  commissioners, 
orc^n-"^  That  at  New-Haven  convened  on  the  12th  of  October,  and 
pecticut     ^^^  court  at  Connecticut,  on  the  25th  of  November-      Both 
and  New-  considered  the  court  of  Massachusetts  as  having  wilfully 
Haven.      violated  the  articles  of  union.     The  general  court  at  New- 
Haven  expressly  resolved,  "  that  the  Massachusetts  had 
broken  their  covenant  with  them,  in  acting  directly  contra-r 
ry  to  the  articles  of  confederation." 

Both  colonies  therefore  determined  to  seek  redress  from 
Thej  ad-   t^g  commonwealth  of  England.     Captain  Astwood  was  aj^ 
teireto^  "    pointed  agent  to  the  lord  protector  and  parliament,  to  rep- 
Cromwell  resent  their  state,  and  to  solicit  ships  and  men  for  the  re- 
^d  the      duction  of  the  Dutch,     Connecticut  and  New-Haven  con- 
msnU        ferred  together,  by  their  committees,  and  letters  were  sent, 
in  the  name  of  both  the  general  courts,  containing  a  com- 
plete statement  of  their  circumstances.      It  was  agreed, 
that  the  address  to  lord  Cromwell  should  be  concluded  in 
the  words  following : 

"  That  unless  the  Dutch  be  either  removed,  or  so  far,  b% 
least,  subjected,  that  the  colonies  may  be  free  from  injuri- 
ous affronts,  and  secured  agaipst  the  dangers  and  mischiev- 
ous effects,  which  daily  grow  upon  them,  by  their  plottinj( 
with  the  Indians,  and  furnishing  them  with  arms  agkinst 
the  English ;  and  that  the  league  and  confederation  be- 
tween the  four  united  English  colonies,  be  confirmed,  and 
settled  according  to  the  true  sense,  and,  till  this  year,  the 
continued  interpretation  of  the  articles,  the  peace  and  com^ 
fort  of  these  smaller,  western  colonies,  will  be  much  haa- 
arded,  and  more  and  more  impaired.  But  as  they  con- 
ceive it  their  duty,  thus  fully  to  represent  their  afflicted  cont 
dition  to  your  excellency,  so  they  humbly  leave  them- 
selves, with  the  remedies,  to  your  consideration  and  wis- 
dom." 

As  governor  Hopkins  was  now  in  Englandi  he  was  dcr 
sired  to  give  all  assistance  in  his  power,  to  the  agent 
whom  they  had  agreed  to  send.  Connecticut  dispatched 
letters  to  the  parliament,  to  general  Monk,,  and  Mr*  Hop^ 
kins. 

As  Stamford  was  a  frontier  town,  a  guard  of  meQ  ifa| 
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dispatched  for  its  defence.     Connecticut  and  New-Haven  Book  I. 
provided  a  frigate  of  ten  or  twelve  guns,  with  forty  men,  v^-v^/ 
to  defend  the  coast  against  the  Dutch,  and  to  prevent  Nin-    1653. 
igrate  and  his  Indians  from  crossing  the  sound,  in  prose-  Provide  9 
cutionof  his  hostile  designs  against  the  Indians  in  alliance  ["S**^'^'' 

.  1    ^,  1      •       *  their  de- 

with  the  colonies.*  f^^^ 

The  towns  bordering  upon  the  Dutch,  on  Long-Island, 
were  in  great  distress  and  alarm.  Captain  Underhill  sent 
to  his  friends  at  Rhode-Island,  for  assistance ;  and,  with 
such  Englishmen  as  he  could  obtain,  made  the  best  de- 
fence in  his  power.  However,  Hampstead  and  some  oth- 
er towns  were  continually  harassed,  and  suffered  much 
damage  and  insult  from  the  Dutch. 

Indeed,  this  was  a  year  of  uncommon  alarm,  expense, 
and  distress  to  Connecticut  and  New-Haven.  Early  in  the 
spring  they  were  filled  with  the  most  terrible  apprehen- 
sions of  a  sudden  and  general  massacre.  A  great  propor- 
tion of  time  was  employed,  by  the  magistrates  and  princi- 
pal men,  in  meetings  of  the  general  courts,  of  the  commis- 
sioners, of  committees  and  officers  to  consult  and  provide 
for  the  general  safety  ;  in  raising  men  and  making  prepa- 
rations for  war.  The  common  people,  at  the  same  time, 
were  called  off  from  their  labors  and  worn  down  witli  watch- 
ing and  guarding  by  night  and  day. 

The  Dutch,  at  New-Netherlands,  waited  only  for  a  rein-  Experta- 
forcement  from  Holland  to  attack  and  reduce  the  English  Uonsofa 
colonies.     Of  this,  both  they  and  the  English  were  in  con-  J>"*c*» 
8tant  expectation.     It  was  reported,  and  feared,  that  when  ^  ' 
the  signals  should  be  given  from  the  Dutch  shfps,  the  In< 
dians  would  rise,  fire  the  English  buildings,  and  begin  their 
work  of  destruction. 

Providence,   however,  combined  a  number  of  circum-  Circum- 
stances for  the  preservation  of  the  exposed  colonies.     The  ■tances 
defeat  of  the  Dutch  fleet  by  the  English,  and  the   spoil  gj^^^j^*^ 
which  they  made  upon  their  trade,  prevented  the  arrival  of  niei. 
the   expected  reinforcements;  the  Indians  could  not  be 
united ;  inany  of  the  sachems  said,  the  English  had  done 
them  no  injury,  and  they  would  not  fight  them.     The  ear- 
ly intelligence,  received  by  the  coloniesi  of  the  plans 
which  they  and  the  Dutch  were  concerting,  and  the  con- 
stant watch  and  guard  which  the  plantations  maintained 
disconcerted  them.    By  these  means,  a  general  attack  up- 
on them  was  prevented. 

Another  mischief  however  arose.  Some  of  the  towns,  ^^^^  ^ 
and  many  of  the  people,  in  the  colonies  of  Connecticut  and  Stamford 
Ifew-Haven,  were  so  dissatisfied  that  the  ^yar  was  not  and  FaifT 

•  Records  of  Coooecticut  eik)  New-Iiav9n,  •    ***  "' 
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Book  I.  prosecuted  against  the  Dutch,  according  to  the  resolution 
\^^>ry^m^  of  the  commissioners,  that  they  were  with  great  difficulty 
1653.    restrained  from  open  mutiny  and  rebellion.     They  imag- 
ined, that  Connecticut  and  New-Haven  were  sufficient  to 
subdue  the  Dutch,  and  ought  to  have  undertaken  an  expe- 
dition against  them. 

Stamford  and  Fairfield,  in  particular,  became  very  dis- 
orderly. The  former  complained,  that  the  government 
was  bad,  and  the  charges  unreasonable ;  and  that  they 
\^ere  neglected,  and  deprived  of  their  just  privileges. 
They  pretended  to  set  up  for  the  government  of  England, 
for  their  liberties,  as  they  called  them,  in  opposition  to  the 
government  of  the  colony.  They  sent  to  the  general  court 
at  New-Haven  desiring  them  to  prosecute  the  war  against 
the  Dutch  ;  resolved  to  raise  a  number  of  men  among  them- 
selves ;  and  prayed  for  permission  to  enlist  volunteers  in 
the  several  towns. 

The  town  of  Fairfield  held  a  meeting  on  the  subject,  and 
determined  to  prosecute  the  war.  They  appointed  Mr. 
Ludlow  commander  in  chief.  He  was  in  the  centre  of  the 
evidence  against  the  Dutch ;  had  been  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners, at  the  several  meetings  relative  to  the  diffair ;  had 
been  zealous  and  active  for  the  war ;  and  conceiving  him- 
self and  the  town  in  imminent  danger,  unless  the  Dutch 
could  be  removed  from  the  neighbourhood,  too  hastily  ac- 
cepted of  the  appointment.  Robert  Basset  and  John 
Chapman  were  the  heads  of  this  party.  They  attempted 
to  foment  insurrections,  and,  without  any  instructions  from 
authority,  to  raise  volunteers,  for  an  expedition  against 
the  Netherlands. 

The  general  court,  at  New-Haven,  judged  that  the  sea- 
son was   too  far  advanced  to  undertake  the   enterprise. 
They  nevertheless  determined  to  consult  Connecticut,  and 
^  to  proceed  or  not,  as  the  council  there  should  judge  most 

expedient. 

It  was  now  the  latter  part  of  November,  and  it  was  the 

feneral  opinion,  that  ships  and  men  could  not  be  seasona- 
ly  provided. 

Deputy  governor  Goodyear  and  Mr.  Newman  were  dis- 
patched to  Stamford  to  compose  the  minds  of  the  people. 
They  called  a  meeting  of  the  town,  and  labored  to  quiet 
them ;  but  could  make  no  considerable  imiH*essions  upon 
them,  until  they  read  an  order  of  the  com^mittee  of  parlia- 
ment, requiring,  that  the  plantations  should  be  in  suMec- 
tion  to  the  authority  of  their  respective  jurisdictions.  This 
appeared  to  have  some  good  effect.  But  as  the  inhabi<r 
t^nts  had  been  at  great  expense,  not  only  in  watching  aQ4 
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guarding  the  town,  but  in  erecting  fortifications  about  the  Boor  I» 
meeting  house,  they  insisted,  that  the  colony  should  bear  a  v-^-n/-^^ 
part  of  the  expense,  and  provide  a  guard  during  the  win-    1654. 
ter. 

The  public  burthens  this  year  were  great.  The  expen- 
ses of  the  colony  of  New-Haven  were  about  400  pounds. 
The  court  made  some  abatements  in  favour  of  Stamford  ; 
but  Basset  and  Chapman  were  punished  for  attempting  to 
make  an  insurrection  in  the  colony,  and  others  were  bound, 
in  large  bonds,  to  their  good  behaviour.* 


CHAPTER  XI. 

The  death  and  character  of  Governor  Haynes.  The  freemen 
of  Connecticut  meet,  and  appoint  a  moderator.  Mr.  Lud' 
lorn  removes  to  Virginia.  The  spirited  conduct  ofthepeo' 
pie  at  Milford,  in  recovering  Manning'^ s  vessel,  ne  free- 
men add  to  the  fundamental  articles.  Fleet  arrives  at 
Boston  for  the  reduction  of  the  Dutch.  The  colonies  agree 
to  raise  men  to  assist  the  armament  from  England.  Peace 
prevents  the  expedition*  The  general  court  at  New-Haven, 
charge  the  Massachusetts  with  a  breach  of  the  ctrnfedera- 
tion.  They  refuse  to  join  in  a  vHir  against  Jfinigrate,  and 
oblige  Connecticut  and  KewHaven  to  provide  for  the  de- 
fence of  themselves  and  their  allies.  Ninigrate  continuing 
his  hostile  measures,  the  commissioners  send  messengers  to 
him.  His  answer  to  them.  They  declare  war,  and  send 
an  army  against  him.     The  art  of  Massachusetts,  and  the 

•  deceit  of  Major  Wlllard,  defeat  the  designed  expedition. 
The  number  of  rateable  polls,  and  the  amount  of  the  list 
of  Connecticut.  The  Pequots  are  taken  under  their  pro- 
tection.    Ninigrate  persisting  in  his  hostilities  against  the 

.  Indians  upon  Long-Island,  the  general  court  adopt  mea- 
sures for  the  defence  of  the  Indians  and  the  English  in- 
habitants there.  Mew-Haven  perfect  and  print  their  laws. 
The  answer  of  New-tlaven  to  the  protector'^s  invitaiion, 
that  they  would  remove  to  Jamaica.  Reply  of  the  com- 
missioners to  the  Dutch  governor.  Uncas  embroils  the 
country.  Deaths  and  characters  of  Governors  Eaton  and 
Hopkins.     Settlement  of  Stonington.     Mr.  Winthrop  cho" 

*  Records  of  New-Haven.  The  general  court  of  Connecticut,  at  their 
tession  in  November,  ordered  tbat  20  pounds  should  be  paid  to  the  support 
of  a  felbwship  in  Cambridge  College.  ^  *^ . 
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Book  I.      sen  governor.     The  third  fundamental  article  is  altered 

v^-N/-*^/      bf/  the  freemen.     Mr.  Fitch^  and  his  church  and  people^ 

1654.         remove  to  Norwich.    Final  settlement  of  accounts  with  the 

heirs  of  Mr.  Fenioick.     Deputy  governor  Mason  resigns 

ihe  Moheagan  lands  to  the  colony. 

t>eath  of  PHpIHE  colony  sustained  a  great  loss  this  year,  in  the 
Governor  J^  death  of  Governor  Haynes.  He  had  been  a  father 
*ynfi««  to  it  from  the  beginning ;  employed  his  estate,  counsels, 
and  labours,  for  its  emolument,  and  bore  a  large  share  in 
its  hardships  and  dangers.  He  was  a  gentleman  from  the 
His  ehar-  county  of  Essex,  in  England,  where  he  had  an  elegant  seat, 
acter.  called  Gopford  Hall,  worth  a  thousand  pounds  sterling  a 
year.  He  came  into  New-England  with  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Hooker,  in  1632,  and  settled  with  him,  first  at  Cambridge^ 
in  Massachusetts.  His  distinguished  abilities,  prudence, 
and  piety,  so  recommended  him  to  the  people,  that,  in 
1635,  he  was  chosen  governor  of  Massachusetts.  He  was 
not  considered,  in  any  respect,  inferior  to  Governor  Win- 
throp.  His  gtxrwing  popularity,  and  the  fame  of  Mr.  Hook- 
er, who,  as  to  strength  of  genius,  and  his  lively  and  pow- 
erful manner  of  preaching,  rivalled  Mr.  Cotton,  were  sup- 
]>osed  to  have  had  no  small  influence  upon  the  general 
court,  in  their  granting  liberty  to  Mr.  Hooker  and  his  com- 
pany to  remove  to  Connecticut.  There,  it  was  judged, 
they  would  not  so  much  eclipse  the  fame,  nor  stand  in  the 
way  of  the  promotion  and  honour  of  themselves  or  their 
friends.  Upon  his  removal  to  Connecticut,  he  was  chosen 
governor  of  this  colony.  He  appeared  to  be  a  gentleman 
of  eminent  piety,  strict  morals,  and  sound  judgment.     He 

r)aid  attention  to  family  government,  instruction,  and  re- 
igion.  His  great  integrity,  and  wise  management  of  all 
affairs,  in  private  and  public,  so  raised  and  fixed  his  char- 
acter, in  the  esteem  of  the  people,  that  they  always,  when 
the  constitution  would  permit,  placed  him  in  the  chief  seat 
of  government,  and  continued  him  in  it  until  his  death.* 

•  The  governor,  by  two  wives,  had  eight  children ;  five  sons  and  threer 
daughters.  By  his  mt,  lie  bad  Robert,  Hezekiah,  John,  Roger,  and  Ma- 
ry ;  and  by  his  Fecond,  Joseph,  Ruth,  and  Mabel.  When  he  came  into 
New-England,  he  left  his  sons,  Robert  and  Hezekiah,  and  his  dauf^^hter 
Mary,  at  Copford  Hall.  Upoo  the  commencement  of  tlie  civil  wars  ia 
England,  Robert  espoused  the  royal  cause ;  but  Hezekiah,  declaring  for 
the  parhament,  was,  afterwards,  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major-genera], 
under  Cromwell.  Upon  the  ruin  of  the  king^s  affairs,  Robert  was  put  ub- 
der  confinement,  and  died  Without  issue.  Hezekiah  enjo)  ed  Copfoid  Hall^ 
under  his  father,  until  his  decease.  He  then  possessed  it  as  a  pittemal  in- 
heritance^  and  it  descended  to  his  heirs.  John  and  Roger,  who  come  into 
thi.<«  country  with  their  father,  some  time  before  his  deal^  returned  to  Eiig* 
laud.  Roger  died  on  his  passage,  or  soon  after  his  arrival.  John  settled 
l%the  mioif try,  at  or  otptr  Colchester,  m  Hie  couoty  of  Essex,  in  Eo^andl^ 
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Mr.  Hopkins  was  in  England,  and  the  colony  had  neither  Book  I* 

Governor  nor  deputy  governor  present,  to  act  in  its  behalf,  n^^v-^.^ 
'he  freemen,  therefore,  in  February,  convened  at  Hartford,    1 654. 
and  elected  Mr.  Thomas  Wells  moderator  of  the  general  Feb.  I6th. 
court,  until  a  governor  should  be  chosen. 

About  this  lime,   there  happened  a  great  controversy  Controrer^ 
between  Uncas  and  the  inhabitants  of  New-London,  rela- "7 '^i*** 
tive  to  their  respective  limits.     It  seems  that  the  inhabit-  ^"^••* 
ants  carried  the  dispute  so  far,  as  to  rise  and  take  posses- 
sion of  his  forts  and  many  of  his  wigwams.     The  assembly 
interposed,  and  gave  orders,  that  the  Indians  should  not  be 
injured,  and  that  the  people  should  be  accountable  for  all 
damages  which  they  had  done  them.     A  committee  was  March  lit|. 
appointed  to  fix  the  boundaries  between  New-London  and 
Uncas,  and  to  compose  all  differences  between  the  parties. 

Nearly  at  the  same  time,  the  colony  received  an  order  order  of 
from  the  parliament,  requiring  that  the  Dutch  should  be  pnriia- 
treated,  in  all  respects,  as  the  declared  enemies  off  the  ™®°*' 
commonwealth  of  England.     In  conformity  to  this  order,  Sequestra- 
the  general  cburt  was  convened,  and  an  act  passed  seques-  tion  oftba 
tering  the  Dutch  house,  lands,  and  property  of  all  kmds,  2,^*^^^ 
at  Hartford,  for  the  benefit  of  the  commonwealth ;  and  the  Hartford, 
court,  also,  prohibited  all  persons  whatsoever  from  impro- April  6(U 
ving  the  premises,  by  virtue  of  any  former  claim,  or  tide, 
had,  made,  or  given,  by  any  of  the  Dutch  nation,  or  any 
other  person,  without  their  approbation. 

In  the  proclamation  for  a  general  fast,  this  spring,  the 
great  breach  made  in  the  colony,  by  the  death  of  the  gov- 
ernor ;  the  alienation  of  the  colonies,  on  account  of  the 
violation  of  the  articles  of  confederation ;  the  spreading  of 
erroneous  opinions  in  the  churches ;  the  mortalitv  which 
had  been  among  the  people  of  Massachusetts ;  and  the  ca- 
lamitous state  of  the  English  nation ;  were  particularized 
as  matters  of  humiliation. 

The  colony  was,  this  year,  deprived  of  Mr.  Ludlow,  Mr.  Lad* 
one  of  its  chief  magistrates.     He  was  one  of  the  most  zcfel-  '^w  learm 
ous  for  prosecuting  the  war  against  the  Dutch,  and  no  man   ^  ^^  "^* 
was  more  displeased,  that  the  colonies  did  not  follow  the 
determinations  of  the  commissioners.     He  might  appre-  ReaioDi  d[ 
hend  himself  to  be  particularly  in  danger  at  Fairfield.  Be-  it- 
sides,  he  had  taken  a  very  hasty  and  unadvised  step,  in 

where  he  lefl  iwue.  Jowph  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  first  charch  in 
Hartford.  Marr  married  Mr.  Joseph  Cook,  in  England ;  Roth,  Mr.  Sam- 
uel Wyllys,  of  Hartford ;  and  Mabel,  Mr.  Jubm  RnsseD,  of  Ckarlestown, 
in  Massachusetts ;  and  all  had  issue.  The  Rer.  Mr.  Haynes,  of  Uartfordp 
had  one  son,  John,  a  gentleman  of  reputation,  for  some  ^an'oHt  of  the 
magistrates  of  the  colony.  ^  He  had  sons,  but  tbej  died  witbwl  itnie,  wad 
Ibe  name  became  extinct  in  this  coontry. 

car  i. 
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Book  h  Accepting  the  command  of  men  to  go  against  the  Dutch, 
s^^v^^/  without  any  legal  appointment.  He  haa,  doubtless,  ap*- 
1654.  prehensions  of  trouble  on  that  at:count,  or,  at  least,  that 
the  freemen  would  neglect  him.  For  some,  or  all  of  these 
reasons,  about  this  tinu^y  he  removed  with  bfs  family  to 
Virginia**  He  waa^clerk  of  the  town-  of  Fairfield,  and  car-^ 
ried  off  their  records,  and  other  public  wvkings.  He  came 
from  the  west  of  England,  with  Mr.  Warham  and  his  com- 

Einy.  In  1630,  he  was  chosen  into  the  magistracy  of  the  ^ 
assachusetts  company ;  and  in  1634,  deputy  governor  of' 
/  that  colony.  He  was  twice  elected  deputy  governor  of 
Connecticut,  and  was  every  year  magistrate  or  deputy 
governor,  from  his  first  coining  into  the  colony,  in  1635, 
until  the  time  of  his  departure.  He  appears  to  have  been 
distinguished  for  his  abilities,  espeeially  his  knowledge  of 
the  law,  and  the  rights  of  mankind*  He  rendered  most 
essential  services  to  this  coomionwealth ;  was  a  principal 
in  forming  ks  original  civil  constritution,  and  the  compiler 
of  the  first  Comiecticut  code,  printed  at  Cambridge,  ia 
1672.  For  jurisprudence,  he  appears  to  have  been  second 
to  none  who  came  into  New-England  at  that  time.  Had 
he  possessed  a  happier  temper,  he  would,  probably,  have 
been  the  idol  of,  the  people,  and  shared  in  all  the  honours 
4  which  they  could  have  given  him. 

Captain         Nearly  at  the  same  time,  an  aflair  happened,  in  which 
Manning    the  people  of  Milford  exhibited  a  noble  spirit  of  zeal  and 
JPPJJ®-       enterpriser     One  captain  Mann-ing,  master  of  a  teh  gun 
®  ship,  had  been  apprehended  for  an  unlawful  trade  with  the 

Dutch,  at  the  Manhadoes.  While  the  affair  was  upon  trial 
before  the  court  at  New-Haven,  his  men  ran  off  with  the 
ship  from  Milford  harbour.  The  people  completely  arm- 
ed and  manned  a  vessel,  with  so  much  dispatch,*  that  they 
E-esscd  hard  upon  the  ship  before  she  could  reach  the 
utch  island.  The  men,  perceiving  they  must  be  takea, 
unless  they  immediately  abandoned  the  snip,  made  their 
escape  in  their  boat.  The  ship,  thus  left  adrift^  was  re- 
covered, and  brought  into  Milford  harfcour,  and,  with  all 
her  goods,  condemned  as  a  iQwful  prizes 
tSovrt  of        At  the  general  election^  Mr.  Hopkins,  though  in  Eng- 

Sr^^'^Rfh  '^"^'  ^^^   chosen  governor.     Mr*  Wells  was  appointed 
waj  18th.  jepy^y  governor.     Mr.  Webster,  Mn  Mason,  Mr.  Win- 

throp,  Mr.  Cullick,  Mr.  Wolcott,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Wyllys,. 
son  of  George  Wyllys,  and  Mr.  John  Talcott,  were  elected 
magistrates.  Mr.  Uullick  was  secretary,  and  Mr.  Talcott 
treasurer. 

*  Bj  the  records  of  New-Haven,  it  appears,  that  he  was  shippbi^  him 
Aunily  and  effects  on  the  26th  of  April. 
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At  this  court,  the  freemen  passed  the  following  resola-  Book  L 
4ion,  as  an  addition  to  the  fundamentals  of  their  constitu-  k^^^^"^^ 
don : — "  That  the  major  part  of  the  magistraXes,  in  the  ab-    1654U 
sence  of  the  governor  and  deputy  governor^  4ibalt  have  AddUioD 
power  to  call  a  general  court ;  and  that  any  general  court,  ^  ^  ^ 
being  legally  cwled  and  met,  the  major  part  pf  die  mqigis-  iJSIKJr 
trates  and  deputies  then  met,  in  the  absence  of  the  goyexr 
Hor  and  deputy  governor,  shall  have  power  to  choose  un- 
to, and  from  among  themselves,  a  moderator,  which  being 
done,  they  shall  be  deemed  as  legal  a  general  court,  as  if 
the  governor,  or  deputy  governor  were  present."  * 

At  the  election  m  New-Haven,  the  only  aUeration  inMajSf. 

Sublic  officers,  was  ihe  addition  of  Mr.  Samuel  Eaton,  of^*^^* 
few-Haven,  to  the  magistrates,  and  the  choice  of  Mr.  Ben-  Haven! 
jamin  Fenn,  in  the  room  ofrcaptain  John  Astwood. 

About  the  same  time,  in  answer  to  the  petitions  of  Con- 
necticut and  New-Haven,  major  Sedgwick  and  captain 
Leveret  arrived  at  Boston,  with  a  fleet  of  three  or  four 
ships,  and  a  small  number  of  land  forces,  sent  by  Oliver 
Cromwell,  lord  protector,  for  the  reduction  of  the  Dutch. 
On  the  8th  of  June,  governor  Eaton  received  a  letter  from 
his  highness,  certifying,  that  he  had  sent  ships  aqd  ammu- 
Bition  for  the  assistance  of  the  colonies.  With  this  came 
a  letter  from  major  Sedgwick  and  captain  Leveret,  request- 
ing, that  commissioners  might  be  sent  immediately  from 
each  of  the  governments,  to  consult  with  them  on  the  ob-  ' 

jects  of  the  designed  expedition.  Mr.  William  I^et 
and  Mr.  Jordan  were  appqinted  commissioners  for  "''"**  ^ 
New-Haven.  They  were  authorised  to  engage,  in  behalf 
of  that  iurisdiction,  to  furnish  all  the  men  and  provisions 
which  It  could  spare.  An  embargo  wa$  laid  on  all  pro- 
visions, and  every  measure  adopted,  that  the  utmost  assist- 
ance might  be  given,  in  the  enterprise.  3uch  was  the  zeal 
of  the  general  courts  that  they  instructed  their  commission- 
ed to  engage  the  assistance  of  that^colony,  though  no 
other,  except  Connecticut,  should  join  with  them. 

On  the  13th  of  June,  the  general  court  of  Connecticut  June  13th. 
convened,  at  Hartford,  and  appointed  major  John  Mason 
and  Mr.  CuUick  commissioners^     They  were  directed  Iq 

Eroceed  with  the  utmost  dispatch  to  Boston ;  and,  in  be- 
alf  of  Connecticut,  to  engage  ^ny  number  of  men,  not  ex 
ceeding  two  hundred,  but  rather  than  the  expedition  should 
fail,  four  or  five  hundred. 

The  general  court  of  Massachusetts  was  convoked  on 
the  9th  of  June,  but  did  not  agree  to  raise  any  men  them- 
selves.    They  granted  liberty,  nevertheless,  for  major  -^ 
Sedgwick  and  captain  Leveret  to  raise  five  hundred  vol-                   '^m 
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Boos  L  unteen.    The  commissioners  finally  agreed  upon  800  men, 
v^N/'*^^  ^s  sufficient  for  the  enterprise.     The  ships  were  to  furnish 
1664.    two  hundred  soldiers ;  three  hundred  volunteers  were  to 
be  rai3ed  in  Massachusetts  ;  two  hundred  men  were  to  be 
sent  from  Connecticut ;  and  a  hundred  and  thirty  ^ree 
firom  New-H^ven.     But  while  preparations  were  making 
'    with  rigor  and  dispatch,  the  news  of  peace,  between  Eng- 
land and  Holland,  prevented  all  further  proceedings  rela- 
tive to  the  affair. 

The  total  defeat  of  the  Dutch  fleet,  the  loss  of  admiral 
Tromp  and  a  great  number  of  their  merchantmen,  made 
the  Dutch  in  earnest  for  peace ;  and  it  was  expeditiously 
concluded,  on  the  5th  of  April.  The  news  of  it  arrived  in 
America,  almost  as  soon  as  the  fleet.  The  commander  in 
chief  therefore  employed  his  forces,  with  the  Massachu* 
setts  volunteers,  in  dispossessing  the  French  from  Penob- 
scot, St.  John^s,  and  tne  adjacent  coast.  This  was  doubt- 
less one  object  of  the  expedition,  and  not  undertaken  with- 
out orders  from  the  protector, 
fjransae-  *  It  was  not  expected,  that  there  would  have  been  any 
^"^. '^^meetinff  of  the  commissioners  this  year.  Massachusetts 
c^fecte-  had  violated  the  articles  of  union,  and  the  colonies  had  pro- 
ftL^tnL  tested  against  them,  as  breakers  of  the  most  solemn  con- 
federation. The  general  court  of  Massachusetts  had  also 
represented,  to  the  other  colonics,  that  the  articles  needed 
explanation  and  emendation,  that  they  might  be  consistent 
with  the  rights  of  the  several  general  courts.  Indeed,  it 
had  proposed  a  meeting  of  the  commissioners  for  that  pur- 
txxse.  The  other  colonies  viewed  the  articles  as  perfectly 
intelligible,  and  consistent  with  the  rights  of  the  confede- 
rates. They  therefore  rejected  the  motion.  The  general 
court  of  New-Haven  had  voted,  that  there  was  no  occasion 
j^r  appointing  commissioners  that  year. 

But  on  the  5th  of  July,  governor  Eaton  received  a  let- 
ter from  the  general  court  of  the  Massachusetss,  waving  ^ 
answer  to  the  letter  jointly  written  from  the  general  courts 
of  Connecticut  and  New-Haven,  and  lamely  excusing  their 
non-compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  coinmissioners, 
on  the  account  of  their  not  being  able  to  apprehend  the  jus- 
tice of  the  war  with  the  Dutch  and  Ninigrate.  They 
complained  of  the  other  colonies,  for  treating  them  as  vio- 
lators of  the  confederacy.  They  professed  themselves  to 
be  passionately  desirous  of  its  continuance,  according  to 
the  genuine  construction  of  the  articles*  They  gave  in- 
formation, that  they  bad  chosen  commissioners,  and  bad 
determined  to  empower  them  as  had  been  usual. 
The  general  court,  at  ^ew-Haven,  replied,  that  they  an^ 
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the  other  colonies  had  justly  charged  them  with  a  violation  Book  U 
of  their  covenant,  aod  ureed,  that,  according  to  their  own  v^^v^^./ 
interpretation  of  the  articles,  they  stood  responsible  to  them  lli54p 
for  the  infraction  ;  and  that,  according  to  th^  eleventh  ar- 
ticle of  the  confederation,  they  were  to  be  treated  by  theai 
according  to  ihc  magnitude  of  their  fault.  Tbey  observ- 
ed, that  her  sister  colonies  bad  iiot  only  condemned  their 
conduct,  but  had  sent  messengers  and  taken  proper  painai 
to  inform  them,  and  adjust  the  differemie  between  them  |^ 
but  that  they  had  treated  them  in  a  v^ry  disagreeable  man-  ^ 
ner,  and  their  endeavours  had  been  to  no  good  purpose. 
They  declared,  nevertheless,  that,  if  the  combination  might 
lie  again  firmly  settled,  according  to  the  original  intention 
and  grammatical  sense  of  the  articles,  they  would,  without 
further  satisfaction,  forgetting  what  was  past,  cheerfully  re* 
new  their  covenant,  and  sena  their  commissioners  to  meet, 
at  any  time  and  place,  for  that  end.  This  was  subscribed 
by  the  secretary,  and  sent  to  Hartford,  to  be  subscribed  by 
the  general  court  of  Connecticut;  and  to  be  transmitted, 
in  the  name  of  each  of  the  colonies,  to  the  Massachusetts. 
This,  it  seems,  was  harmoniously  done. 

As  the  general  court  of  the  Massachusetts  would  not  Join  Ninie^nte 
with  her  confederates,  aeainst  Ninigrate^  he  prosecuted  the  Jj**'*^?^'*^ 
war  against  the  Long-Island  Indians,  and  it  was  supposed,  ^    * 
that  his  design  was  to  destroy,  both  those  Indians  and  the 
Moheagans.    For  this  purpose  he  had  hired  the  Mohawks, 
Pocomtocks,  and  Wampanoags,  afterwards  called  Philip's 
Indians,  to  assist  him^     By  a  collection  of  such  numbers  of 
Indians,  from  the  westward,  northward,  and  eastward,  the 

Jeneral  peace  of  the  country  would  have  been  greatly  cn- 
angered,  and  the  Long-island  Indians,  who  had  put  them- 
selves under  the  protection  of  the  English^  exposed  to  a  to- 
tal extirpation.  They  had  been  obliged,  not  only  to  fortify 
themselves,  and  to  use  every  precaution  for  their  own  de^ 
fence,  but  to  sufier  the  loss  of  many  of  their  people,  who 
had  been  already  either  slain  or  captivated. 

The  deputy  governor,  and  coimcil,  of  Connecticut,  judg-  Connects 
ed  it  an  aflfeir  of  such  importance,  to  defend  their  allies,  ^ut  and 
and  provide  for  their  own  safety,  that"  they  determined  to  YeiTsend' 
dispatch  major  Mason,  with  ammunition,  and  a  number  of  aid  to 
men,  to  the  assistance  of  the  Indians  upon  the  Island.  Montana 
The  deputy  governor  and  Mr.  Clark  acquainted  governor  J^J°" 
Eaton  with  their  views  and  determination,  and  desired  that 
the  colony  of  New-Haven  would  send  lieutenant  Seely, 
with  a  detachment  of  men,  and  with  supplies  of  ammuni- 
tion, to  second  their  design.      The  court  of  New-Haven 
•Complied  with  the  desire  of  Connecticut.     Lieutenant  See- 
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Book  L  ly  had  orders  to  join  major  Mason  at  Saybrook.     They 
v^->^«^/  Were  instructed  to  acquaint  the  Montauket  Indians,  that 
IQ54.    ^^^  colonies  made  them  that  present  of  ammunition,  wholly 
jfbr  their  own  defence,  and  not  to  enable  them  to  injure 
Ninigrate,  or  any  other  Indians,  unless  they  should  make 
an  attack  upon  them :  and  that,  while  they  continued  faith- 
fblio  the  English,  they  would  be  their  friends.     It  was  or- 
dered that,  if  Ninigrate  should  invade  the  Long-Island  In- 
dians, the  English  oflBcers  should  use  their  endeavours  to 
^         persuade  them  to  peace,  and  to  refer  their  differences  to 
the  decision  of  the  commissioners.     But  if  he  would  fight, 
they  were  commanded  to  defend  themselves,  and  the  In- 
dians in  alliance  with  the  colonies,  in  the  best  manner  they 
cpuld.^ 
4^01011113-        jj^  September,  the  commissioners  convened  at  Hartford* 
meet,  Sep-  They  consisted  of  the  following  gentlemen,  Mr.  Simon 
tember  7.   Bradstreet,  Major  Denison,  Mr.  Thomas  Prince,  Mr.  John 
Brown,  major  Mason,  Mr.  John  Webster,  governor  Eaton^ 
and  Mr.  Francis  Newman.     Governor  Eaton  was  chosen 
Send  mes- president.     They  immediately  dispatched  messengers  t(^ 
lliM*rate'  ^*"*g^^^j  demanding  his  appearance  at  Hartford,  and  th« 
^      •  payment  of  the  tribute  so  long  due  for  the  Pequots  under 
him.      On  the  18th,  Mr.  Jonathan  Gilbert  returned,  and 
made  a  report  of  liinigrate?^  answer,  in  the  words  follow- 
ing: 
„.     .  ''Concerning  the  Long-Island  Indians,  he  answered, 

nwer.  *  wherefore  should  he  acquaint  the  commissioners,  as  the 
Long-Island  Indians  began  with  him,  and  had  slain  a  sa- 
chem's son,  and  $ixty  of  his  men ;  and  therefore  be  will 
not  make  peace  with  the  Long-Islanders ;  but  dot^i  desire 
that  the  Enelish  will  let  him  alone ;  and  that  the  commis^ 
sioncrs  wouM  not  request  him  to  go  to  Hartford ;  for  he 
hath  done  no  hurt.  What  should  he  do  there  ?  If  our  gov- 
ernor's son  were  slain,  and  several  other  men,  would  you 
ask  counsel  of  another  nation,  how  and  when  to  right  your- 
selves ?  And  added,  that  he  would  neither  go  nor  send  to 
Hartford.  Concerning  the  upland  Indians,!  his  answer 
was,  that  they  were  his  friends,  and  came  to  help  bim 
against  the  Long-Islanders,  who  had  killed  several  of  his 
ihcn.  Wherefore  should  he  acquaint  the  commissioners  of 
it  ?  He  did  but  right  his  own  quarrel,  which  the  Long-Isl- 
anders began  with  him,"  With  respect  to  the  tribute  due 
for  the  Pequots,  though  he  bad  never  paid  it,  yet.  he  pre- 
tended there  was  none  due. 

The  commissioners,  considering  his  perfidious  conduct^ 

*  Records  of  Connecticut  and  New-Haven. 

tThus  he  called  the  Pocomtocks  ^^id  Wampanoa^. 
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the  last  year,  his  present  answer,  and  that  lenity  and  for-  Boor  L 
l>earance  had  been  an  encouragement  of  his  insolence  and  v^^n^^^^ 
liorbarity,  ordered  forty  horsemen,   and  two  hundred  and     1654. 
feventy  infantry  to  be  raised,  to  chastise  his  haughtiness.  Commis- 
The  Massachusetts  were  to  raise  the  forty  horsemen,  and  V^^  **"* 
a  hundred  and  fifty-three  footmen  ;  Connecticut  forty-five,  ^p^^  ^^^^ 
6nd  New-Haven   thirty-one.      Orders  were   given,   that  with  Nioi- 
twenty  horse,  from  Massachusetts,  twenty-four  men  from  f^^' 
Connecticut,  and  sixteen  from  New-Haven,  should  be  im- 
mediately dispatched  into  the  Nehantrck  country.     The 
commissioners  nominated  major  Gibbons,  major  Denison, 
of  captain  Athcrton,  to  the  chief  command  ;  leaving  it,  in 
complaisance,  to  the  general  court  of  Massachusetts,  to  ap- 

E[)int  which  of  the  three  should  be  most  agreeable  to  them, 
ut  rejecting  these,  who  were  men  of  known  spirit  and 
eoterprise,  they  appointed  major  Willard.     The  commis- 
sioners instructed  him  to  proceed  with  such  troops,  asMassa- 
should  be  found  at  the  place  of  general  rendezvous,  by  the  c*J"««^*», 
13th  of  October,  directly  to  Ninigrate's  quarters,  and  de-  waiaST*'^ 
mand  of  him  the  Pequots,  who  had  been  put  under  him,  defeat 
and  the  tribute  which  was  due.     If  Ninigrate  should  not  their  do- 
deliver  them,  and  pay  the  tribute,  he  was  required  to  take  "8P- 
them  by  force.     He  was  instructed  to  demand  of  Ninigrate, 
a  cessation  from  all  further  hostilities  against  the  Long-Isl- 
anders.    If  he  would  not  comply  with  these  demands,  he 
had  express  orders  to  subdue  him.     If  a  greater  number 
of  men  should  be  found  necessary,  his  instructions  were 
to  send  for  such  a  number,  as  he  should  judge  sufficient  to 
carry  the  expedition  into  eflfect.     The  place  of  rendezvous 
was  at  Thomas  Stanton's,   in  the  Narraganset  country. 
When  he  arrived  at  the  place  appointed,  he  found  that  Ni- 
nigrate had  fled  into  a  swaqip,  at  fourteen  or  fifteen  miles 
distance  from  the  army.     He  had  left  his  country,   corn, 
and  wigwams,  without  defence,  and  they  mi^ht  have  been 
laid  waste,  without  loss  or  danger.     NeverUieless,  he  re- 
turned, without  ever  advancing  from  his  head  quarters,  or 
doing  the  enemy  the  least  damage. 

About  a  hundred  Pequots  took  this  opportunity  to  re- 
nounce the  government  of  Ninigrate,  ana  come  off  with 
the  army.  They  put  themselves  under  the  protection  and 
government  of  the  English. 

The  commander  pleaded,  in  excuse,  that  his  instructions  commis- 
werc  equivocal,  ana  the  season  for  marching  unfavorable,  sioners  di^ 
The  commissioners,  however,   were  entirely   unsatisfied,  satisfied. 
They  observed  to  him,  "  That,  while  the  army  was  in  the 
Narraganset  country,  Ninigrate  had  his  mouth  in  the  dust ; 
tod  that  he  would  have  submitted  to  any  reasonable  terms? 
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Book  h  which  might  have  been  imposed  upon  him/'  They  char- 
N^^S/'^^/  eed  the  major  with  neglecting  an  opportunity  of  humbling 
1655.  his  pride  5  and  they  referred  it  to  his  consideration,  whaC 
Cbaiipe  satisfaction  ought  to  be  expected  from  him,  and  those  of 
Mjor  Wfl.  (jjg.  council,  who  advised  and  joined  with  him  ir>  his  mea- 

lard  witb  « 

neglect  of  sures.* 

iuiy.  Governor  Hutchinson  has  observed,  that  maior  Willard 

was  a  Massachusetts  man,  and  although  that  colony  had  so 
far  complied  with  the  rest,  as  to  join  in  sending  out  the  for- 
ces, yet  they  were  still  desirous  of  avoiding  an  open  war* 
This  was  the  second  time  of  their  preventing  a  general  war, 
contrary  to  the  minds  of  six  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
other  colonics*! 

The  general  court  of  Massachusetts  had  rccfeded  from 
their  explanation  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  the 
conrniissionci-s  had  a  most  amicable  meeting.  They  were 
unanimous  in  the  war  against  NinigraCe,  and  yet  the  Massa- 
chusetts, by  private  intrigue,  defeated  their  designs.  In 
t  which  instance  they  acted  the  most  honorable  and  consis- 

tent part,  when,  by  an  open  infraction  of  the  articles  of  un« 
ion,  they  prevented  a  war,  or  when  they  supplanted  their 
brethren,  by  secret  treachery,  the  impartial  world  will 
judge. 

The  whole  number  of  rateable  persons,  in  the  colony  of 
Connecticut  this  year,  was  775,  and  the  grand  list  was 
79,073  pounds.! 

Upon  the  election  at  Hartford,  Thomas  Wells,  EsqV. 
was  chosen  governor,  and  Mr.  John  Webster,  deputy-gov- 

Election,    ernor*     The  magistrates  elected  were,  Mr.  HopKins,  Mr. 

Majr  nth.  Mason,  Mr.  Winthrop,  Mr.  Wolcott,  Mr.  CuUick,  Mr. 
Clark,  Mr.  Wyllys,  Mr.  Talcott,  Mr.  John  Cosmore,  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Tapping.  Mr.  Cullick  was  secretary,  and 
Mr.  Talcott  treasurer. 

At  the  general  election^n  New-Haven,  this  year,,  there 
was  no  alteration  of  their  officers. 

*  Records  of  the  anited  colooiefl. 

t  Hutchinson,  vol.  i.  p.  186,  18t. 

t  By  the  number  of  persons,  and  the  amount  of  the  lists  in  each  tows, 
an  idea  may  be  formed  of  their  proportion  to  each  other. 

Towns.                             Persons.  Estates. 

Hartford,                                1T7  £  19,609 

Windsor,                                  165  .                           15,833 

Weathersfield,                        113  12,602 

Fairfield,                                   94  8,634 

Saybrook,                                53  ^        4,437 

Stratford,                                 72  7,958 

Farmingtoo,                              46  5,5 19 

Middletown,                              31  2,17* 

Norwalk,                                 24  2,309 


r. 
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The  Pcquots  persevering,  in  their  petitions,  to  be  taken  Book  I. 
under  the  protection  and  government  of  the  English,  the  "^^^^^^^ 
commissioners,  this  year,  ^r^nted  their  request.     Places    1655* 
of  residence  were  afterwards  appointed  for  them,  by  the*^**®^*" 
^neral  court  of  Connecticut,   about  Pawcatuck  and  Mis-^g,^r 
tic  rivers.     They  were  allowed  to  hunt  on  the  lands  west  tbe^v- 
of  the  latter.     They  were  collected  together  in  these  two  «««ne»^ 
places,  and  an  Indian  governor  was  appointed  over  them  Eorf^, 
m  each  place.     General  laws  were  made  for  their  govern- 
ment.    Blasphemy,  murder,  witchcraft,  and  conspiracy  a-  L&wt  for 
fainst  the  colonies,   were  prohibited  upon  pain  of  death,  ^^'^^^l^' 
abbath-breaking,  adultery,  and  drunkenness,  were  pro-  ®™™*''  * 
hibited  under  proper  penalties.     He  who  stole  was  requir- 
ed, on  conviction,  to  pay  double  damages.     They  were 
prohibited  to  make  war  with  other  Indians,  or  to  join  with 
them  in  their  wars,  unless  it  were  in  their  own  just  defence, 
without  the  consent  of  the  commissioners  of  the  united  col- 
onies.    They  were  obliged  to  submit  to  the  Indian  gov- 
ernors,  whom   they  should  appoint  over  them,   and  pay 
them  the  same  tribute  which  they  had  stipulated  to  pay  to 
the  English.* 

After  the  return  of  major  Willard  and  the  troops  under  Ninigrate 
his  command,  from  the  Narraganset  country,  Ninigratc  as-  ^^"*'* 
sumed  his  former  haughtiness,  and  continued  the  war  a- against  tte 
gainst  the  Indians  upon  Long-Island.     Mr.  Thomas  James,  Long-lal- 
minister  of  Easthampton,  captain  Tapping  of  Southamp-  widen, 
ton,  captain  Underbill  and  others,  wrote  to  the  commis- 
sioners, that  both  the  English  and  Indians  on  the  Island 
were  in  a  calamitous  and  distracted  condition ;  and  in  im- 
minent danger,   on  the  account  of  his  constant  hostilities. 
They  assured   them,   that  the  Indians,  upon  the   Island, 
could  not  hold  out  much  longer,  but  must  submit  them- 
selves and  their  country  to  the  Narragansets,  unless  they 
should  have  some  speedy  assistance.     They  intreated 
them  to  consult  some  effectual  measures  to  prevent  such 
calamity. 

In  consequence  of  this  intelligence,  thev  ordered,  that  a  ^^l^^ 
vessel,  well  armed  and  manned,  should  fie  in  the  road  be-  fence. 
twcen  Neanticut  and  the  Island,  to  watch  the  motions  of 
Kinigrate ;  and,  if  he  should  attempt  to  pass  the  sound,  to 
stave  and  destroy  bis  canoes,  and  to  make  all  the  slaugh- 
ter and  destruction  upon  him,  which  should  be  in  their  pow- 
er.    Captain  John  Youngs  was  appointed  to  conunand 
this  vessel  of  observation.     He  was  authorised  to  draught 
-men  from  Saybrook  and  New-London,  as  emergencies       , 
might  require.    An  encouraging  message  was  sent  to  dM 

*  Records  of  the  coloDies. 
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l^OK  I.  Montauket  sachem,  acquainting  him  with  the  measures  the 
vi^^v^'w/  English  were  taking  for  his  defence.     The  commissioners 
1655»   sent  hira  a  supply  of  ammunition.     Provision  was  also 
made,  that  South  and  East-Hampton,  with  all  the  adjac<^nt 
towns,  should  be  completely  furnished  with  all  articles  ne- 
eessary  for  war.     Oraers  were  given,  that  if  the  Indiann 
could  not  maintain  their  ground,  in  any  assault,  they  should 
flee  towards  some  of  the  neighbouring  towns ;  and  that,  if 
the  enemy  should  pursue  them  within  two  miles  of  any  of 
the  settlements,  the  inhabitants  should  immediately  repair 
to  their  assistance.     Intelligence  of  these  resolutions  was 
dispatched  to  the  Narrasansets,  as  weH  as  the  Long-Isl- 
anaers.   All  the  united  colonies  were  exceedingly  offended 
at  the  conduct  of  major  Willard,  except  the  Massachusetts', 
under  whose  influence  he  was  supposed  to  act.     The  geae* 
ral  court  at  New-Haven,  resof vedf,  that  he  had  not  follow- 
ed his  instructions,  in  the  expedition  against  Ninigrate ; 
but  that  they  were  willing  to  suspend  their  Judgment,  with 
respect  to  the  measures  to  be  taken  With  him,  until  thejr 
should  be  cei*tified  of  the  opinions  of  the  other  confede- 
rates.    Whatever  their  opinions  or  wishes  were,  major 
Willard  was  safe  under  the  wing  of  the  Massachusetts ;  and 
Connecticut  and  New-Haven  nad  principally  to  bear  the 
unhappy  consequences  of  his  perfidious  conduct.     They 
were  obliged,  the  next  year,  at  their  own  expense,  to  con- 
tinue the  commission  of  captain  Youngs  to  cruise  between 
the  main  and  Long-tsland,  to  prevent  the  designs  of  Ninr- 
grate.     They  also  found  it  necessary  to  fumfai>  both  men 
and  provifsions,  for  the  defence  of  the  tslandera*' 
(Jorernor       Governor  Eaton*  had  been  desired  to  perfect  a  code  of 
Eaton       laws  f6r  the  colony  of  New-Haven.-    For  hi&  assisttince  in 
A^co5e7or  ^^  compilation,   he  was  requested,  by  the  general  court, 
New-Ha-  ^^  consult  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cotton's  discourse  on  civil  govern- 
ven.  ment  in  a  new  plantation,  and  the  larws  of  Massachusetts. 

Having  accomplished  the  work,  and  the  laws  having  been 
examined  and  approved,  by  the  ciders  of  the  jurisdictioir, 
OetoW     they  were  presented  to  the  general  court.    They  ordered, 
J^^^J^    that  500  copies  should  be  printed.     The  copy  was  sent  to 
derthem    England,  that  the  impression  might  be  made  under  the  in- 
to be         spection  of  governor  Hopkins.    He  procured  the  printing 
jiriated.     of  the  laws,  at  his  own  expense,  and  sent  Ihem  the  number 
proposed,  with  some  other  valuable  books,  as  a  present. 
The  laws  were  distributed  to  the  several  towns  in  tne  juris* 
diction. 

H^d!^  ^^  ^^^  y^^'  ^*^^  ^^""^  Wolcott,  Esq'r.  in  the  78th  year 
Wdcott,  ^f  *"^  ^g^*  f*^  ^^s  the  owner  of  a  good  estate  in  Somer- 
Ek).         sctshire,  in  England.    His  youth,  it  is  said,  wts  speitt  in 
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^iety  and  country  pastimes ;  but  afterwards,  under  the  Book  L 
instructions  of  Mr.  Edward  Elton,  his  mind  was  entirely  ^«^^/^.> 
changed,  and  turned  to  the  sincere  love  and  practice  of   1655* 
religion.     As  the  puritans  were  then  treated  with  great  se-  Hischar- 
venty,  he  sold  about  8,000  pounds  worth  of  estate  in  Eng-  ^^^^' 
land,  and  prepared  for  a  removal  into  America*    He  came 
into  New-England  with  Mr«  Warham,  in  May,  1630,  and 
settled  first  at  Dorchester,  in  Massachusetts.     In  1636,  he 
removed  to  Windsor,  and  was  one  of  the  principal  planters 
of  that  town.     He  was  chosen  into  die  magistracy  m  1643, 
and  continued  in  it  untrl  his  death.     He  left  an  estate  in 
England,  which  rented  at  about  sixty  pounds  a  year,  which 
the  family,  for  some  time,  enjoyed ;  vut  it  was  afterwards 
sold.     After  his  decease,  some  one  of  his  descendants  was 
annually  chosen  into  the  magistracy,  for  a  term  of  nearly 
ciehty  years,  until  the  year  1754,  when  governor  Wolcott 
left  the  chair.* 

At  the  election  in  Connecticut,  Mr.  John  Webster  was 
chosen  governor,  and  Mr.  Wells  deputy  governor.  This 
was  the  only  alteration  in  the  magistracy. 

At  New-ilaveu,  the  former  governors  and  magistrates  Election  mt 
were  rechosen.     Mr.  John  Wakeman  was  appointed  treas-  ^*'^"5*' 
wrcr.     The  general  court  at  New-Haven,  took  great  pains  Jg?J^  *^* 
lo  put  the  colony  in  a  sjtate  of  defence.     Orders  were  given 
for  the  raising  of  a  troop  of  sixteen  horse,  in  the  five  towns  Maj  S8th. 
upon  the  sea  coast,  with  complete  arms  and  fumiiure.  For  ^         . 
their  encouraigement,  they  were  exempted  fi*oin  taxation,  hone''^ 
and  from  training  with  the  foot,  and  werie  to  enjoy  all  the 
privileges  of  troopers  in  Massachusetts.     This  was  the  first 
troop  in  any  part  of  Conneciicut.     It  was  ordered,  that  all 
the  common  soldiers  should  be  trained  to  shooting  at  a 
mark ;  that  they  should  be  furnished  with  ammunition  for 
that  purpose,  at  the  public  expense ;  and  that  prizes  should 
be  prepared  for  the  best  marksmen.     The  soldiers  were 
directea  to  play  at  cudgels,  and  at  the  broad  sword,  that 
they  might  Know  how  to  defend  themselves  and  their 
country. 

^MaDuicriptfl  from.  Windsor,  found  in  the  collection  of  the  Rer.  Mr. 
Prince,  at  Botton. 

The  family  have  kept  up  the  monomcnt  of  their  aqcestor,  and  presenred 
their  dignity  to  the  present  time^  His  ExceJlencj,  Oliver  Wokott,  Esq'r. 
one  of  the  sons  of  the  foimer  governor,  Roger  Vvolcott,  £sd*r.  is  the  pre- 
sent governor  of  the  state.  Hb  brother,  the  Hon.  Era^tus  Wolcott,  Esq'r. 
was,  for  some  years,  one  of  the  magistrates  of  Connecticut,  and,  after* 
wards,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  superior  court.  Oliver  Wolcott,  Esq^r. 
one  of  the  sons  of  the  present  governor  Wolcott,  is  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry of  the  United  States.  Some  of  the  famil^f  have  been  members  of  the 
fsiembly,  judges  of  the  superior  court,  or  magistrates,  from  the  first  sett 
6ement  ofthe  colony  to  this  time,  during  the  term  of  more  than  a  centurj 
Wd  a  half. ^A.  D.  1797. 
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Book  I.  The  protector,  Oliver  Cromwell,  having  conquered  Ja- 
v^'"v-"^^  maica,  made  it  a  favourite  object  to  remove  the  people  of 
1656.  New-England  to  that  island.  He  artfully  representee!,  that 
they  had  as  clear  a  call  for  transporting  themselves  from 
New-Ensland  to  Jamaica,  as  they  had  for  emigrating  from 
Old  England  to  New,  for  the  advancement  of  their  inte- 
rests ;  as  the  Loi*d's  people  were  to  be  the  head,  and  not 
the  tail.  He  likewise  represented,  that  it  would  have  a 
tendency  to  the  destruction  of  the  man  of  sin.  He  wrote 
particularly  to  New-Haven  on  the  subject,  and  sent  them 
a  copy  of  his  instructions  relative  to  the  affair.  These  he 
had  given  to  one  captain  Gookins,  whom  he  had  employed 
in  tbc  several  plantations,  to  promote  this,  his  favourite  de- 
8ign.  lie  and  major  Sedgwick  dispatched  letters  also  to 
New-Haven,  on  the  same  business. 

Governor  Eaton  had,  some  time  before  this,  laid  them 
before  the  general  court.  The  several  plantations  in  the 
colony  had  been  made  acquainted  with  their  contents,  and 
the  deputies  had  been  desired  to  return  their  opinion  to 
the  court.  Ai\era  long  and  serious  debate,  the  court  re- 
solved, "  That,  though  they  could  not  but  acknowledge 
the  love,  care,  and  tender  respect  of  his  highness,  the  Lcitl 
Protector,  to  New-England  in  general,  and  to  this  colony 
in  particular,  yet,  for  divers  reasons,  they  cannot  conclude 
*  that  God  calls  them  to  a  present  remove  thither.^' 

The  governor  was  desired  to  write  to  the  lord  protector, 
acknowledging  his  great  care  and  love  towards  the  colony. 
CovBUf        The  commissioners  of  the  united  colonies,   this  year, 
sioiien      Jield  their  meeting  at  Plymouth.     They  received  a  very 
e^t!!4th.  p'3i"5it>le  letter  from  Stuyvesant,  the  Dutch  governor.    He 
wrote  with  a  great  show  of  religion,  expressing  his  joy 
Letter       that  God  had  quenched  the  bloody  war  between  the  Dutch 
g^^    and  the  English,  in  Europe ;  and  his  warm  desires,  that  it 
gofernor.   niigl^t  redound  to  the  great  advantage  of  the  subjects  of  the 
two  nations,  in  these  remote  parts  of  the  earth.     He  so- 
licited a  nearer  union  between  the  Dutch  and  the  united 
colonies.     At  the  same  time,  he  certified  them,  that  he  had 
received  a  ratification  of  the  agreement  made  at  Hartford, 
in  1650,  under  the  seal  of  the  High  and  Mighty  States  of 
the  United  Belgick  Provinces ;  and  desired  that  time  and 
place  might  be  appointed  for  delivering  and  interchanging 
the  ratifications. 

The  governor  was  so  well  known  to  the  commissioners, 
that  neitner  the  plausibility  of  his  letter,  nor  the  very  chris- 
tian manner  in  which  it  was  written,  made  any  deep  im- 
pressions upon  them.  They  replied,  in  short,  that  the 
peace  was  matter  of  joy  to  them,  and  they  wished  the  coa-» 
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(inuance  of  it  in  Europe,  and  in  all  the  plantations  abroad.  Book  I. 
They  gave  assurances,  that  the  preservation  of  it  should  n,^-n^-^^ 
be  their  constant  endeavour.     Nevertheless,  they  gave  no    1656. 
intimations  that  they  desired  a  nearer  union,  or  to  ratify 
the  agreement.     The  Dutch  governor  had  not  observed  it 
himself;  they  considered  the  Dutch  as  mere  intruders,  and 
were  growing  daily  more  able  to  defend  themselves  against 
Iheir  encroacoments :  they  wete,  therefore,  determined  to 
do  nothine  further  relative  to  the  affair. 

They  observed  to  the  governor,  that  he  had  made  no  re- 
paration of  the  damages  he  had  done  the  colonics,  and  that 
they  had  not  heard  that  he  designed  to  make  any :  that  they 
heard  he  yet  laid  claim  to  Oyster  bay,  and  that  he  had 
made  no  proper  resignation  of  Greenwich.  They  desired 
him  to  be  explicit  on  these  points."* 

The  last  year,  complaints  were  made  to  the  court  at  Com- 
New-Haven,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Greenwich  were  under  P***°* 
little  government,  and  demeaned  themselves  in  a  lawless  o^en- 
manner.  They  admitted  of  drunkenness  amone  themselves,  wkh. 
and  among  the  Indians,  by  reason  of  which,  damages  were 
done  to  themselves  and  to  the  towns  in  the  vicinity,  and 
the  public  peace  was  disturbed.     They  received  children 
and  servants,  who  fled  from  the  correction  of  their  parents 
and  masters,   and  unlawfully  joined  persons  in  wedlock, 
with  other  misdemeanors. 

Upon   this,   the  general  court  asserted  their  right  to 
Greenwich,  and  ordered  the  inhabitants  to  submit  to  their 
jurisdiction.     But  they  continued  much  in  the  same  state, 
and  sent  a  letter  to  the  court  in  May,  denying  their  juris- 
diction, and  refusing  any  subjection  to  the  colony,  unless 
they  should  be  compelled  to  it,  by  the  parliament.     The 
court,  therefore,  resolved,  that,  unless  they  should  appear 
before  the  court,  and  make  their  submission,  by  the  25tli 
of  June,  Richard  Crab  and  others,  who  were  the  roost 
stabborn  among  them,  should  be  arrested  and  punished.  The  inhm- 
according  to  law.     '1' hey,  therefore,  some  time  after,  sub-  bitanu 
Jected  their  persons  and  estates  to  the  government  of  New-  JJ|™*  *** 
Haven.  Hmven. 

Uncas,  though  friendly  to  the  English,  appears  to  have 
been  a  proud,  mischievous  sachem,  who,  by  his  haughty 
carriage  and  provoking  language,  was  often  embroiling 
the  country,  and  bringing  trouble  upon  himself  and  tho 
colonies.  He  made  an  assault  upon  the  Podunk  Indians, 
at  Hartford.  He,  or  his  brother,  invaded  the  Norwoo- 
tucks.  He  upbraided  the  Narragansets  of  their  dead  sa- 
chems, and  challenged  them  to  fight.  Among  other  in- 
*  Records  of  the  uoited  coloniefl. 
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Book  I.  stances  of  misconduct,  he  proved  treacherous  to  the  Mon- 
s.^-v-^/  tauket  sachem,   and  joined  with  Ninigrate,  in  his  perfidi- 

1656.  ous  practices.  By  these  means,  the  country  was  so  dis- 
quieted, that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  the  commissioners 
maintained  the  general  peace.  They  interposed,  and  ob- 
liged Uncas  to  make  restitution  to  the  Indians,  whom  he 
had  injured.  They  prohibited  his  making  war,  without 
their  consent  and  advice.  They  endeavored  to  quiet  and 
conciliate  the  natives ;  but  they  found  them,  whether  they 
were  friends  or  foes,  to  be  a  troublesome  people.  After  all 
their  precautions,  the  country  was  still  more  alarmed  the 
next  year. 

In  April,  the  Indians  committed  a  horrid  murder  at  Far- 

1657.  mington,  and  besides  Mesapano,  who  was  the  principal  ac- 
tor, the  Norwootuck  and  Pocomtock  Indians  were  suppos- 
ed to  be  accomplices. 

The  Montaukets,  after  all  the  trouble  and  expense, 
which  the  English  had  been  at  for  their  defence,  became 
tumultuous,  and  did  great  damage  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Southampton. 

April  9th.  The  general  court  at  Hartford,  gave  orders  that  the  In- 
dians, who  perpetrated  the  murder  at  Farmington,  should 
be  apprehended,  and  that  the  sachems  of  the  Pocomtock 
and  Norwootuck  Indians  should  deliver  up  the  delinquents 
amon^  tbemf 

Maior  Mason  was  ordered,  with  a  detachment,  to  Long- 
Island,  to  brine  the  Indians  there  to  a  just  and  peaceable 
conduct,  and  adjust  affairs  between  them  and  the  English.* 
At  the  general  election  in  Connecticut,  1657,  Mr.  John 

May  SUt.  Winthrop  was  elected  governor,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Wells 
deputy-governor.  Mr.  Webster  was  chosen  the  first  mag- 
istrate.    The  other  officers  were  the  same  who  had  been 

May  ^Tth.  appointed  the  last  year.  The  freemen,  at  the  election  in 
New-Haven,  made  no  alteration  in  their  magistrates. 

The  general  court  at  Hartford,  this  year,  was  uncom- 
monly thin,  consisting  of  twenty-two  members  only.  The 
danger  of  the  plantations,  and  of  particular  families,  irom 
the  hostile  state  of  the  Indians,  appears  to  have  been  the 
reason.     The  Montaukets,  Moheagans,  Narragansets,and 

^  on  the  Norwootucks,  engaged  in  implacable  wars  with  each  other. 

Jodians.  T^^^Y  would  pursue  one  another  into  the  English  pianta* 
tions,  and  even  into  their  houses,  and  kill  each  other  in 
the  presence  of  the  families,  to  their  great  alarm  and  aston- 
ishment. Uncas  was  so  pressed  by  the  Narragansets, 
that  Connecticut  was  obliged  to  sencl  men  to  his  fortress, 
to  assist  him  in  defending  himself  against  them.     The  Nar- 

*  Records  of  Connectiruf . 
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ragansets,  in  several  instances,  threatened  and  plundered  Book  L 
the  inhabitants  of  Connecticut.  v^^n/-^^^ 

Therefore,  when  the  coounissioners  met,  in  September,  1657. , 
they  sent  messengers  to  them,  demanding  that  they  should  3^^^  ^^ 
cease  from  war,  until  their  grievances,  and  the  grounds  of 
their  contentions,  should  be  heard.  They  assured  them, 
that  they  would  hear  and  determine  impartially,  without 
favoring  any  of  the  parties.  They  represented  to  them 
the  covenants  which  they  had  made  with  the  English,  and 
the  entire  inconsistency  of  their  conduct,  with  those  en- 
gagements. They  also  prohibited  all  fighting  in  the  En- 
glish plantations. 

This  year,  the  colony  of  New- Haven,  and  indeed  all  the 
New-England  colonies,  sustained  a  heavy  loss  in  the  death  chiacter 
of  governor  Eaton.*    He  was  a  minister's  son,  born  at  ofThcopb- 
Stony  Stratford,  in  Oxfordshire  ;  was  educated  an  East  In-  »>"»  EatoD, 
dia  merchant,  and  was  sometime  deputy-governor  of  the  ^^' 
company,  trading  to  the  East  Indies.     For  several  years, 
he  was  agent  for  the  king  of  England  at  the  court  of  Den- 
mark.   After  his  return,  he  was  a  merchant  of  great  busi- 
ness and  respectability,  in  the  city  of  London. 

Upon  the  Laudean  persecution,  he  left  his  native  coun- 
try, and  came  into  New-England  with  Mr.  Davenport,  his 
minister,  in  1637.  He  was  one  of  the  original  patentees 
of  the  Massachusetts,  and  soon  after  his  arrival  was  cho-  * 
sen  one  of  the  magistrates  of  that  colony.  Upon  the  set-  . 
tlement  of  New-Haven,  he  was  chosen  governor  of  the  col- 
ony, and  was  annually  re-elected  until  his  death.  He  is 
represented  as  comely  and  personable,  and  is  said  to  have 
appeared  upon  the  bench  with  a  dignity  and  majesty,  ^ 
which  admit  of  no  description.  The  impartiality  with 
which  he  administered  justice,  was  most  exemplary,  and 
his  authority  was  not  to  be  opposed.  The  wisaom,  grav- 
ity, and  integrity  of  his  administration,  were  viewed  with 
universal  admiration.  In  honor  to  his  memory,  and  the 
good  services  which  he  had  rendered  the  colony,  his  fune- 
ral charges  were  borne,  and  a  handsome  monument  erect- 
ed at  the  public  expense.! 

*  He  died  January  7th,  1657,  ia  the  67th  year  of  his  ei%e, 
t  Hit  priyate  wa«  not  less  amiable  than  his  public  character*    la  con- 
versation, he  was  aflable,  courteous,  and  generally  pleasant ;  but  always 
^rave  and  cautious.    He  was  pious  and  strictly  moral.    His  meekness, 
^tience,  and  fortitude,  were  singular. 

In  the  conduct  of  his  family,  be  was  strict,  prudent,  and  happy.  Thoagh 
it  sometimes  c<)osisted  of  not  less  than  thirty  persons,  yet  they  were  ummi 
tlie  roost  perfect  order  and  goyernment.  They  were  all  assembled  iMn- 
fng  and  eyening,  and  the  governor,  after  reading  the  scripturei,  and  makr 
inn  devout  and  useful  observations  upon  them,  prayed  witti  great  reiwam 
and  pertinen6^.    On  the  sabbath,  aaid  other  days  of  pabfib  devotinDi  liji 


»«> 
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Book  T.     Nedrly  at  the  same  time,  died  his  son-in-law,  Edward 
\^r^/^^  Hopkins,  Esquire,  for  a  number  of  years  governor  of  Con- 
1657.    necticut.     He  conducted  the  affairs  of  government  with 
Character  great  wisdom  and  integrity,  and  was  universally  beloved. 
Bor^Ho'^"  He  was  a  gentleman  of  exemplary  piety,  righteousness,  and 
luos.         charity.      In  his  family  and  secret  devotions,  he  followed 
the  example  of  governor  Eaton.      His  charity  was  great 
and  extensive.     Besides  the  relief  he  dispensed  to  the 
poor,  with  his  own  hands,  he  gave  considerable  sums  of 
money  to  others,  to  be  disposea  of  to  charitable  purposes. 
When  he  went  into  England,  on  the  occasion  of  his  broth- 
er's death,  who  had  been  warden  of  the  English  j9cet,  he 
designed  to  return  again  to  his  family  and  friends,  in  New- 
England  ;    but  he  was  very  soon  particularly  noticed,  and 
made  first  warden  of  the  fleet,  in  the  room  of  his  brother.  He 
was  then  chosen  commissioner  of  the  admiralty  and  navy ; 
»       and  finally  member  of  parliament.  These  unexpected  pre- 
ferments altered  his  designs,  and  determined  him  to  send 
over  for  his  family,  and  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  days 
in  his  native  country.     He  had  been  a  consumptive  man, 
attended  with  a  cough,  and  spitting  of  blood,  for  more  than 
thirty  years.     His  constitution  was  now  entirely  wasted, 
and  he  died  in  the  58th  vear  of  his  age. 
His  doBi-      His  last  will  was  highly  expressive  of  that  public  spirit 
^***f-    .    and  charity,  which  had  so  distinguished  him  in  life.      His 
whole  estate,  in  New-England,  was  given  away  to  charita- 
ble purposes.    He  manifested  his  peculiar  friendship  to  the 
family  of  Mr.  Hooker,  his  pastor,  at  Hartford,   by  giving 
his  relict,  Mrs.  Hooker,  all  the  debts  due  from  the  family, 
to  him  ;  by  giving  to  Mrs.  Wilson,  of  Boston,  Mr.  Hook- 
er's eldest  oaughter,  his  farm  at  Farmington,  with  all  the 
bouses,  out-houses,  and  buildings  upon  it ;  and  by  legacies 
to  several  others  of  his  descendants.     All  the  remainder  of 
his  estate,  in  New-England,  he  bequeathed  to  his  ^^feithcr, 
Theophilus  Eaton,  Esquire,  master  John  Davenport,  mas- 
ter John  CuUick,  and  master  William  Goodwin,  in  full  as- 

Spent  an  hour  or  two  with  hU  family,  in  instructing  them  in  the  duties  of 
faith  and  practice ;  and  in  recommending  to  them  the  reading  and  study 
of  the  scriptures,  secret  devotion,  the  sanctification  of  the  sabbath,  and  a 
*  devout  and  constant  attendance  on  all  divine  institutions.     On  thete  days 

he  sang  praises,  as  well  as  prayed  with  his  family.  He  was  greatly  be- 
loved by  his  domestics,  as  well  as  by  the  commonwealth.  Indeed,  there 
was  no  man,  among  the  first  planters  of  New-England,  who  had  a  more 
general  acquaintance  with  public  basiness,  or  who  sustained  a  fymr  cha- 
racter. Hm  monument  is  kept  up  to  the  present  time.  Upon  it  are  these 
expressive  lines : 

**  Raton,  so  meek,  so  wise,  so  fam'd,  so  just, 

The  Phcenix  of  oar  world  here  hides  his  dust : 

This  name  forget,  New-Englaod  never  must.  ' 
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aorance  of  their  trust  and  faithfulness,  in  disposing  of  it  ac-  Book  L 
cording  to  the  true  intent  and  purpose  of  him,  the  said  Ed-  v^^v^^^/ 
ward  Hopkins,  which  was  to  give  some  encouragement,  in  1657« 
tboae  foreign  plantations,  for  the  breeding  up  of  hopeful 
Jrouths,  in  a  way  of  (earning,  both  at  the  grammar  school 
aod  college,  for  the  public  service  of  the  country,  in  future 
iimes.''  He  also  made  a  donation  of  five  hundred  pounds 
inore,  out  of  his  estate  in  England,  to  the  said  trustees,  in 
iiirther  prosecution  of  the  same  public  ends,  ^'  for  the  up- 
]iolding  and  prompting  the  kingdom  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  in  those  parts  of  the  earth.''  This  last  donation 
;ivas  considered  as  made  to  Harvard  college,  and,  by  virtue 
cf  a  decree  in  chancery,  was  paid  in  1710.  The  interest 
ijliven  in  New-England,  was  estimated  at  about  1,000L  ster^ 
liQg;  and  was  appropriated  to  the  support  of  the  gram- 
mar schools  in  New-Haven,  Hartford,  and  Hadley.  The 
Vioney  originally  belonged  to  New-Haven  and  Hartford ; 
but  as  a  considerable  number  of  the  people  of  Hartford  af- 
terwards removed  to  Hadley,  and  were  principal  settlers 
of  that  town,  they  received  their  proportion  of  the  do- 
nation* 

.   At  a  general  court  in  Hartford,  March  11th,  1658,  aiess* 
troop  of  thirty  horsemen  was  established  in  Connecticut,  firtt  bMp 
and  Richard  Lord  was  appointed  captain.     This  was  the  J?  S^*"*^ 
first  in  the  colony. 

This  year  there  \vas  a  very  considerable  alteration  with  Election  at 
respect  to  governors  and  the  council,  .both  in  Connecticut  H^'^^iJ^ 
ana  New-Haven.      At  the  election  in  Connecticut,  Thorn-    *^ 
a«  Wells,  Esquire,  was  elected  governor,  and  John  Win- 
tbrop,  Esquire,  deputy  governor.     To  the  magistrates  last 

I  ear,  who  were  again  re-chosen,  there  was  an  addition  of 
Ir,  Matthew  Allen,  Mr.  Phelps,  Mr.  John  Wells,  Mr, 
Treat,  Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  Mulford,  and  Mr.  Alexander 
Knowles.  There  appears  to  have  been  sixteen  magis- 
trates, and  twenty-six  deputies;  in  the  whole,  forty-twa 
members. 

On  the  election  at  New-Haven,  Mr.  Francis  Newman 
was  chosen  governor,  and  William  Leet,  deputy  gover- 
nor.* Mr.  Jasper  Crane  was  added  to  the  magistrates, 
and  Mr.  William  Gibbard  was  appointed  secretary. 

This  year  a  considerable  settlement  was  made  between  Pawc*- 
Mistic  and  Pawcatuck  rivers.     This  tract  was  called  Pe-  ^^^^  *^- 
quot,  and  originally  belonged  to  New-London.     The  first  *®''^*"*! 

*  Mr.  Stephen  Goodyear,  who  had  been  deputj  governor,  with  i^oyer- 
Bor  Eaton,  through  almost  his  whole  admiiuBtration,  died  this  jear,  in  Lon- 
don, and  was  either  there, '  or  on  his  passage,  at  this  election.  He  ap- 
to  bav«  becB  a  worttij  maa,  and  left  a  respectable  Gunilj. 
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Book  I.  man  who  settled  upon  this  tract,  was  William  Cheese* 
s^-v-w/  brOugh,  from  Rehoooth,  in  1649,     A  complaint  was  ex- 
1658^    hibited  against  him  for  carrying  on  an  illicit  trade  with  the 
named       Indians,  for  repairing  their  arms,  and  endangering  the  pub- 
Stoniiug;-     jj^  safety.     The  general  court  of  Connecticut  declared^ 
tted."^^'    that  they  had  a  clear  title  to  those  lands,  and  summoned 
him  before  them.     They  reprimanded  him  for  settling  up- 
Cheesc-     on  them  without  their  approbation ;  for  withdrawing  him- 
b'bnand^'  self  from  christian  society  and  ordinances ;  and  for  unlaw- 
prunan  -    ^^^^^  trading  with  and  assisting  the  Indians.    He  confessed 
his  faults ;  but  pleaded,  in  excuse,  that  he  had  been  en* 
couraged  by  Mr.  Winthrop,  who  claimed  a  right  at  Paw- 
catuck.     He  gave  bonds  for  his  good  conduct,  and  was  al- 
lowed to  continue  upon  the  land.     The  court  promised 
him,  that  if  he  would  procure  a  sufficient  number  of  plant- 
ers, they  would  give  them  all  proper  encouragement,  ia 
making  a   permanent  settlement.     About  ten   or  twelve 
families^  this  year,  made  settlements  in  that  quarter;  and, 
finding  that  there  was  a  controversy  between  Connecticut 
and  the  Massachusetts,  with  respect  both  to  title  and  juris- 
Thft  plant-  diction,  they,  on  the  30th  of  June,  entered  into  a  voluntary 
era  agree    ^onti^act  to  govern  themselves,  and  conduct  their  affiiirs  in 
l^J^^      peace,  until  it  should  he  determined  to  which  colony  the^ 
iel?es.        should  submit.   The  principal  planters  were  George  Deni- 
son,  Thomas  Stanton,  Thomas  Shaw,  William,  E^isha,  and 
Samuel  Cheesebrough,  and  Moses  and  Walter  Palmer* 
These,  with  some  ythers,  were  signers  of  the  voluntary 
compacts 
Claito  of        At  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners,  the  Massachusetts 
^***  tL     c'siJ^^d  that  tract  of  country,  by  virtue  of  the  assistance 
"*®    '    which  they  afforded  Connecticut  in  the  conquest  of  the  Pe- 
Determi-    quots.     The  commissioners  resolved,  ''  That  the  determi- 
Bation  of    nation  did  arise  only  from  the  several  rights  of  conquest, 
^J^n.  ^^^^^  ^^^®  ^^^  gready  different ;  yet  that  being  tenaer  of 
'  any  inconvenience  which  might  arise  to  those  who  were 
already  possessed,  either  by  commission  from  Massachu- 
setts or  Connecticut,  in  any  part  thereof,  should  they  be 
put  off  their  improvements ;  also,  upon  inquiry^  finding, 
that  the  Pequot  country,  which  extended  from  Nehantick 
to  Wekapaug,  about  ten  miles  eastward  from  Mistic  river, 
may  conveniendy  accommodate  two  plantations,  did,  re- 
specting things  as  they  then  stood,  conclude,  that  Mistic 
river  be  the  bounds  between  them,  as  to  propriety  and  ju- 
risdiction, so  far  as  conquest  may  give  title.     Always  pro- 
vided, that  such  as  are  already  accommodated,  by  com- 
aiission  of  either  of  the  said  governments,  or  have  grant* 
of  any  tracts  of  land,  on  either  side  of  the  Mystic  river^lM^ 
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not  molested  in  any  of  their  possessions  or  rights,  by  any  Book  h 
other  grants."  v^-s/--%^ 

Upon  the  petition  of  the  planters,  the  general  court  of  1658. 
the  Massachusetts  made  them  a  grant  of  eight  miles  from  Oct  i9th. 
the  mouth  of  Mystic  river  towards  Wekapaug,  and  eight 
miles  northward  into  the  country,  and  named  tbe  planta- 
tion Southerton.  It  continued  under  the  government  of 
Massachusetts  until  after  Connecticut  obtained  a  royal 
charter. 

This  was  a  year  of  great  sickness  and  mortality  in  Con- 
necticut, and  in  New-England  in  genera!.  Religious  con- 
troversies, at  the  same  time,  ran  high,  and  gave  great 
trouble  to  church  and  commonwealth.  The  Indians  con- 
tinued their  wars  with  implacable  animosity.  The  com- 
missioners employed  all  their  wisdom  and  influence  to 
make  peace ;  but  they  could  not  reconcile  those  blood- 
thirsty barbarians.  The  crops  were  light,  and  it  was  a 
year  of  fear,  perplexity,  and  sorrow.* 

John  Winihrop,  Esq'r.   was  chosen  governor  of  Con-  Electioiiftf 
necticut  for  the  year  1659,  and  Thomas  Wells,  Esq'r.  de-  SlTiSli, 
puty  governor.     Captain  Tapping  and  Mr.  Robert  Bond  i^,      ■ 
were  elected  magistrates,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Koowles  and 
"Mr,  Mulford. 

At  the  election  in  New-Haven,  the  same  governor  and 
council  were  rechqsen.  Indeed,  little  alteration  was  made 
with  respect  to  them,  until  the  union  of  that  colony  with 
Connecticut. 

At  the  October  session,  Cromwell  bay,  or  Setauket,  on  Oct.  6Ui. 
Long-Island,  at  the  desire  of  the  inhabitants,  was  admitted 
as  a  member  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Connecticut. 

In  1660,  Mr.  John  Winthrop  was  rechosen  governor.  Eiectioo, 
This  was  the  first  time  that  any  governor  had  been  elected  May  nthj 
to  that  office  more  than  once  in  two  years.     Major  Mason  ^^^' 
was  advanced  to  the  place  of  deputy  governor.     The  ma- 

Sistrates  were  Mr.  Henry  Clark,  Mr.  Wyllys,  Mr.  Phelps, 
Ir.  Allen,  Mr.  Treat,  Mr.  Gould,  Mr.  Tapping,  Mr.  Og- 
den,  Mr.  Bond,  Mr.  Daniel  Clark,  and  Mr.  Talcott.  Mr. 
Daniel  Clark  was  secretary,  and  Mr.  Talcott  treasurer. 

Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Wells  appear  now  to  be  no  more. 
They  had  been  annually  chosen  into  the  magistracy,  for 
about  ti\renty  years,  and  both  had  the  honour  of  the  chief 
seat  of  govema)eQt.t 

*  In  a  proclamation  f«r  a  genera]  fait,  the  latcmperate  icasoo,  thin  bar- 
vnt,  lore  fisitatioo  bv  ticki^,  and  tbe  sad,  prolonged  differeocct  in  Uio 
^birafaet,  are  particuIarijEed  as  matters  of  humiliation. 

t  Fov  or  me  gOTemors  of  Connecticat,  governor  Hajnes,  goTemor 
Wjdji,  gOffCiBOW  WeUt  and  Webster,  lie  buried  at  Hartford,  without 
•  mmmfmL    WOImi  LMt.l£iq.  .goTemor  of  New-Haven  and  Coo* 
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Book  1*     At  this  election,  the  freemen,  having  foum)  by  long  ex- 
v,^-v^^/  perience,  that  the  clause  in  the  third  fundamental  artidei 
1&60.    incapacitating  any  person  to  be  choson  governor  more 
than  once  in  two  years,  was  prejudicial,  rather  than'  advao* 
tageous  to  the  colony,  resolved,  that  there  should  be  liber^ 
ty  for  the  annual  choice  of  the  same  person  governor,  or  of 
any  other  whom  they  should  judge  best  qualified  to  senrd 
the  commonwealth. 
DistKM  of     During  the  wars  between  Uncas  and  the  Narragansets,  * 
VocM.      they  besieged  his  fort,  near  the  bank  of  the  Thames,  until 
bis  provisions  were  nearly  exhausted,  and  he  found  that  he, 
and  his  men,  must  soon  perish,  by  famine  or  sword,  unless 
he  could  obtain  speedy  relief*     In  this  crisis,  he  found 
means  of  communicating  his  danger  to  the  scouts,  who  had 
been  sent  out  from  Sayprook  fort.     By  his  messengers,  he 
represented  the  great  danger  the  English,  in  those  p^rti^ 
would  be  in  immediately,  ii  they  should  suffer  the  Mohea^^ 
gans  to  be  destroyed. 
ReH^Tvd        U|x>n  this  intelligence,  one  Thomas  Leffingwell,  an  en- 
Iqr'nKw-  sign  at  Savbrook,  an  enterprising,  bold  man,  loaded  a  ca* 
•|^J[**"5"  noe  with  beef,  com,  and  pease,  and,  under  cover  of  the 
night,  paddled  from  Saybrook  into  the  Thames,  and  bad 
the  address  to  get  the  whole  into  the  fort.     The  enemy 
soon  perceiving  that  Uncas  was  relieved,  raised  the  siege. 
For  tnis  ser\'ice,  Uncas^  gave  said  I^ffingwella  deed  (u  a 
great  part,  if  not  of  the  whole  town  of  Norwich;     In  Jone, 
I6J»9,  Uncas,  with  his  two  sons,  Owaneco  ^nd  Attawan- 
hood«  by  a  more  formal  and  authentic  deed,  made  over 
unto  saiiil  Leffingwell,  John  Mason,  E^sq.  the  Rev.  James 
Fitch,  and  others,  consisting  of  thirty-five  proprietors,  the 
whole  township  of  Norwich,  which  is  aboot  nine  miles 
square.     The  company,  at  this  time,  gave  Uncas  and  his 
sons  about  seventy  pounds,  as  a  Au*ther  compensation  for 
so  large  and  fine  a  tract. 
N«rwkK*       IVeparations  were  immediately  made  for  its  settlement ; 
?****^-      aini  this  spring,  the  Rev.  James  Fitch,  with  the  principal 
iwrt  ol*  his  church  and  congregation,  removed  from  Say- 
brook, and  planted  the  town  of  Norwich*    Three  or  four 
Elanters  joined  them  from  New-London,  and  two  or  three 
om  the  towns  of  Plymouth  and  Marshfield,  in  Massacho- 
setts.    In  1 66a,  the  general  assembly  ordered  that  the  deed 
f^hould  bo  recorded.     The  limits  were  afterwards  ascer- 
tained, and  the  town  received  i  patent  of  the  whole. 

^^^  ^"^^  ^^  interred  there,  in  the  same  obscure  meDoer.  Consider- 
♦hdr^Hnfl^^  •"**'  Important  public  tervicet,  this  is  remarkable:  b«| 
*«•> «»  hSrt  pSJ  ««balm«l  their  names,  and  wflJ  reoder  tbem  venerably 
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The  Moheagans  were  a  great  defence,  and  of  essential  Book  I. 
•ervice  to  the  town  for  many  years.     They  kept  out  their  v^-n^"^^ 
scouts  and  spies,  and  so  constantly  watched  their  enemies,    1660« 
that  they  gave  the  earliest  notice  of  their  approach,  and 
viere  a  continual  defence  against  tbem.     For  this  purpose^ 
in  times  of  danger,  they  often  moved  and  pitched  their  wig- 
wams near  the  town,  and  were  a  great  terror  to  the  enemy. 
Once  the  hostile  Indians  came  near  to  the  town,  upon  the 
sabbath,  with  a  design  to  maike  a  descent  upon  it ;  but, 
viewing  it  from  an  eminence,  and  seeing  the  Moheagan 
huts,  they  were  intimidated,  and  went  off  without  doing  the 
least  damage.? 

This  year,  the  town  of  Huntington,  upon  Long-Island,  Huntiog- 
was  received  as  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  jurisdiction.  ^  receir- 
'    This  general  court  ordered,  that  grand  jurors  should  be 
appointed  in  every  town,  to  make  presentment  of  all  breach-  Grand  ja- 
CB  of  law,  in  their  respective  towns.     The  law  recjuired  ron  ap- 
'that  the  presentments  should  be  made  to  the  particular  P^^^^ 
pourt,  40  May  arid  October. 
, '    The  accounts  with  the  heirs  of  George  Fen  wick,  Esq. 
had  not  been  closed,  nor  discharges  given,  relative  to  the 
purchase  made  of  the  fort  at  Saybrook,  and  the  old  patent 
of  Connecticut*     This  was  an  occasion  of  great  uneasiness 
among  the  people.     The  three  towns  of  Hartford,  Windsor, 
femd  Weathersfield,  presented  petitions  to  the  general  court, 
praying  that  the  accounts  might  be  adjusted,  and  the  colo- 
ny disoiarged.     In  consequence  of  these,  a  large  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  niake  a  complete  settlement  with  the 
said  heirs.     They  having  prepared  the  accounts  for  a  final 
adjustment,  the  general  court,  at  their  session  in  October, 
authorised  them,  in  their  behalf,  to  perfect  and  confirm  tho 
writines.     The  governor  was  authorised,  in  their  name,  to 
affix  the  public  seal  of  the  colony  to  those  which  were  to 
,  lie' delivered  to  captain  Cullick,  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife, 
heirs  of  the  said  George  Fen  wick,  Esq.  and  to  receive  of 
them  the  writings,  to  be  delivered  to  the  court,  in  favour  of 
the  colony.  . 

Accordingly,  on  the  7th  of  October,  the  colony  dischar-  Scttlc- 
;ed  Mr.  John  Cullick,  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  their  heirs,  ^l''}^^ 
:c» ;  and  the  said  John,  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  gave  an  orMr!" 
ample  discharge  to  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  from  all  sums  Fenwick, 
of  money  due  to  the  said  Fenwick,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  by  ^ct.  7th. 
virtue  of  the  agreements  made  with  Mr.  Fenwick,  or  pur- 
chase of  the  river's  mouth.t 

*  Mannscripti  from  Norwich,  and  Records  of  Connecticut, 
t  Mr.  CaUick,  who,  for  fereral  years,  bad  been  one  of  the  magistrates 
of  Conoecticttt,  tad  wcretary  of  th«  colon/,  had  ww  removed  his  re>i- 
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Book  I.     Thus,  aflcr  the  tenn  of  sixteen  years,  from  the  first,  and 
v^^^v^^  fourteen  from  the  second  agreement  with  Mr.  Fenwick,  the 
1660.    colony  completed  a  settlement  respecting  the  fort  and  lands 
holden  by  him ;  and  became  legally  possessed  of  the  tract 
conveyed  to  the  lords  and  genUemen  severally  named  in 
the  patent. 
500poiiDdf     Upon  a  final  adjustment  of  the  accounts,  it  appeared, 
cK.^  that  Mr.  Cullick  and  the  heirs  of  Mr.  Fenwick  were  in- 
debted 500  pounds  sterling  to  the  colony,  which  had  been 
paid  them,  more  than  what  was  due  according  to  the  origi- 
nal  agreements  with  Mr.  Fenwick. 

John  Mason,  Esq.  now  deputy  governor,  had  some  time 
since  been  authorised,  in  behalf  of  the  colony,  to  purchase 
of  Uncas  all  the  lands,  which  he  had  reserved  for  himself 
and  the  Moheagans,  in  the  deed  of  1640,  under  the  name 
of  planting  ground^.  Having^  effected  the  purchase,  he 
made  a  surrender  of  the  lands,  in  the  presence  of  the  gene- 
ral  court.     The  following  is  a  minute  of  the  transaction* 

'^  Hartford,  session   of  the  general  court,   March  14, 
1660.* 
March  14,      "  The  jurisdiction  power  over  that  land,  which  Uncas^ 
jar  McuioD  ^^^  Wawegua  have  made  over  to  major  Mason,  is  by  him 
refigDB  the  surrenderee!  to  this  colony.    Nevertheless,  for  the  laying 
Mobeagan  out  of  those  lands  to  farms,  or  plantations,  the  court  doth 
lands.        leave  it  in  the  hands  of  major  Mason.  It  is  also  ordered  and 
provided,  with  the  consent  of  major  Mason,  that  Uncas 
and  Wawequa,  and  their  Indians  and  successors,  shall  be 
supplied  with  sufficient  planting  ground  at  all  times,  as  the 
court  sees  cause,  out  of  that  land.   And  the  major  doth  re- 
serve to  himself  a  competency  to  make  a  farm.'^ 

For  want  of  form,  and  a  more  legal  manner  of  convey- 
ance, with  respect  to  those  lands,  originated  the  memora- 
ble* Mason  case,  or  controversy,  as  it  was  called.  It  con- 
tinued about  seventy  years,  and  was  an  occasion  of  great 
trouble  and  expense  to  the  colon v*  A  statement  of  it  wilt 
be  made  in  the  progress  of  this  history. 
*  This  according  to  the  present  mode  of  dating  was  March  14, 1061. 
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CHAPTER  XIL  1660. 

The  general  court  of  Connecticut  declare  their  loyalty  and 
submission  to  the  king  ;  determine  to  address  his  majes* 
<y,  and  apply  for  charter  privileges.  A  petition  to  his  ma* 
jesty  is  prepared^  and  a  letter  addressed  to  lord  Say  and 
Seai.  Governor  Winthrop  is  appointed  the  colony'^s  a- 
genty  to  present  their  petition^  and  solicit  a  patent.  Regi- 
cides condemned.  Whalley  and  Goffe  arrive  at  Boston^ 
escape  to  New-Haven^  and  are  kindly  entertained^  and 
kept  from  their  pursuers.  Kew-Haven  falls  into  great 
trouble  and  danger  on  that  account.  New-Haven  excuse 
themselves  /  decline  sending  an  agent ;  hut  join  with  Mas- 
sachusettSj  in  supporting  one.  The  king  proclaimed. 
Governor  WirUhrop  obtains  the  charter  of  Connecticut. 
First  governor  and  council  under  the  charter.  Repre*- 
sentation  of  the  constitution  it  ordains^  and  the  privileges 
it  conveys.  Difficulties  of  the  colony  of  Kew-Haven. 
Governor  Leet^s  address.  Charter  of  Connecticut  ar- 
rives. Proceedings  of  Connecticut  vn  consequence  of  the 
charter.  They  extend  their  jurisdiction  to  all  places  with- 
in the  limits  of  their  patent,  and  challenge  New-Haven 
colony  J  as  under  their  jurisdiction.  Controversy  between 
the  two  colonies.  Settlement  of  Killingworth.  Patent  of 
the  duke  of  York.  Colonel  Nichols  and  commissioners 
arrive^  reduce  all  the  Dutch  settlements.  Their  extraor- 
dinary powers.  Important  crisis  of  Connecticut.  The 
general  court  make  a  present  to  the  commissioners.  An- 
swer to  the  propositions  from  his  majesty,  and  reply  to  the 
duke  of  Hamilton's  claim  and  petition.  Boundaries  be- 
tween Connecticut  and  New- York.     Union  of  Connecticut 

and  New-Haven. 

■  . 

THE  colony  havlne  purchased  the  patent,  and  the  gov-  March  T4. 
ernment  of  England   having  been  settled  in  the  king 
and  parliament,  the  general  court  determined  to  make  ap- 
plication for  a  charter  under  the  royal  signature.     They 
avowed  their  allegian(:e  to  his  majesty,  king  Charles  the  -,. 
second ;  declared  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony  avow  their 
were  his  faithful  subjects  ;  and  that  it  was  necessary  to  pe-  aUe^iaoc^ 
tition  him  for  his  grace,  and  the  continuance  and  confirma-  J?.  ^'?^  .j 
tion  of  their  rights  and  privileges.     The  court  resolved, 
ihat  the  500  pounds  due  from  Mr.  Cullick  should  be  ap- 
propriated to  the  prosecution  of  their  address,  and  applica- 
tion to  his  majesty  for  a  patent. 
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Book  I.     At  the  session  in  May,  a  petition  to  his  majesty  was  pre- 

t^^-N^^^w/ sented   by  the  governor,   Jind  approved  by  the  general 

1661.    court.     That  it  might,   however,  be  made  as  perfect  as 

l*reparea  possible.,  the  8;overnor  and  deputy  governor,  Mr.  Wyllys, 

n^^char-     *'•  ^"^"'  '**''•   ^^^'^^'"'   Mr.  Stone,  Mr.  Hooker,  Mn 
^r  a  c  ar-  \y(j^j„g^  ^md  the  secretary,   were  appointed  a  committee 

Maj  16.     for  its  emendation.     They  were  authorised  to  methodize 
and  make  all  such  alterations,  ^s  they  should  judge  expe- 
dient, provided  the  substance  of  it  were  retained.     They 
Were  directed  to  write  letters  to  any  noble  personages  ia 
England,  to  whom  it  might  be  expedient  to  make  applica- 
tion, and  to  transact  whatever  might  be  necessary,  respect- 
ing the  petition  and  the  procurement  of  a  patent. 
G<nr.  Win-     Governor  Winthrop  Was  appointed  agent  to  present  the 
pointed'^   petition  to  his  majesty,  and  to  transact  all  affairs  in  Eng- 
ageot.        land,  respecting  tne  general  welfare  of  the  colony.     He 
had  particular  instrucpons  from  the  general  court  for  the 
management  of  the  business  of  his  agency.     He  was  espe- 
cially directed  to  pbtain  the  consent,  and  take  the  advice 
of  the  nobles  and  gentlemen,  who  had  been  interested  in  the 
old  patent  of  Connecticut ;  and  to  engage  the  friendship 
and  influence  of  all  those,  who  might  be  active  and  servicea- 
ble, with  respect  to  the  interests  of  the  colony. 
Represen-      ^"  ^^  petition  to  his  ihajesty,  it  was  represented,  that  the 
tations  in  greatest  part  of  the  colony  had  been  purchased  and  obtain- 
thepeti-     ed  by  great  and  valuable  considerations  ;  that  some  other 
part  thereof  had  been  obtained  by  conquest ;  and  that  it 
nad,  with  great  difficulty,  at  the  sole  endeavours,  expense 
*  and  charges  of  themselves  and  their  associates,  under  whom 

they  claimed,   been  siibdued  and  improved,  and  thereby 
become  a  considerable  enlargement  and  addition  to  his  ma- 
jesty's dominions  and  interests  in  New-England.*     These 
were  pleaded  as  reasons,   with  his  majesty,  to  grant  the 
tract  and  privileges  for  which  the  petitioners  prayed. 
Letter  to       At  the  same  time,  a  letter  was  addressed  to  lord  Say  and 
lord  Sajr    Seal,  representing  the  encouragements  which  their  fathers, 
aod  Seal.    ^^^^  some  of  their  surviving  associates,  received  from  him, 
to  transplant  themselves  into  the  inland  parts  of  this  vast 
wilderness,  and  their  assurances  of  his  patronage  and  fa- 
Com-        vor.     They  also  complained,  that  Mr.  George  Fenwiclr, 
cnSni^M'    several  years  after  he  had  taken  possession  of  the  entrance 
raiwick/  of  Connecticut  river,  determining  to  return  to  England, 
proposed  to  sell  the  fort,   at  Saybrook,  with  all  the  build- 
ings and  appurtenances  there,  together  with  all  the  lands 
upon  the  river,  as  far  eastward  as  Narraganset  bay,  with 
the  right  of  jurisdiction,  to  the  colony.     They  represented^ 

*  Appendix  No.  VII. 
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tfiat  this,  at  first,  was  strenuously  opposed,  by  many  of  Book  I. 
the  inhabitants,  as  they  imagined  his  lordship,  and  the  ^^^•\r%k/ 
btbet*  noble  patentees,  had  very  bountiful  intentions  to-  166K 
irards  them ;  and  that  such  a  procedure  would  be  extreme- . 
ly  contrary  to  their  designs.  Nevertheless,  that  after- 
irards,  as  some  of  those  gentlemen,  who  had  the  greatest 
interest  in  the  afiections  of  their  lordships,  were  removed 
by  death ;  artd  as  Mr.  Penwick  pretended  to  be  the  only 
patentee ;  and  threatened,  that  unless  the  colony  would 
purchase  the  lands,  on  his  own  terms,  he  would  either  im- 
pose duties  upon  the  people,  or  sell  the  premises  to  the 
Dutch,  they  finally  agreed  with  him,  and  paid  him  1,600 
pounds  for  them*  They  intimated  that  this  was  the  only 
way  in  which  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  coinmuriity  could 
hdve  been  preserved.  As  a  farther  matter  of  grievance, 
they  complained,  that,  besides  this  great  abuse,  Mr.  Fen- 
ivick  had  given  them  nothing  under  his  hand,  to  oblige  him- 
self or  his  heirs  to  fulfil  his  engagements  ;  and  that  they 
hapd  nothing  to  secure  them,  in  the  enjoyment  of  theirjust 
tights  and  privileges,  as  a  distinct  commonwealth,  lliey 
fiarther  made  complaint  of  encroachments  made  upon  them^ 
on  the  north  by  th^  Massachusetts,  and  by  them  and  others 
towards  the  Narragansets  ;  and  that  they  knew  not  how  to 
support  their  claims,  or  ascertain  their  boundaries,  with- 
out a  patent.  They  intreat  his  lordship  to  consider  their 
circumstances^  counsel  and  assist  their  agent,  and  counte-> 
nance  their  designs.* 

The  only  alteration  which  had  been  made^  at  the  elec- 
tion, this  year^  in  Connecticut,  was  the  choice  of  Mr. 
Thurston  Kayner  into  the  magistracy  ;  but  at  New-Haven 
ihe  aheration  was  very  considerable. 

Francis  Newman,  Esq.  who  had  succeeded  governor  Ck)Tetnot 
^atonj  in  the  chief  seat  of  government,  was  now  no  more.  ^^"^^ 
fie  had  been  for  many  years  secretary,  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  governor  Eaton,  and  was  well  acquaintefd  with  the 
aflairs  of  the  colony.  He  is  represented  as  a  gentleman 
df  piety  and  unblemished  morals,  happily  imitating  his 
ptedecessorboth  in  public  and  private  life. 

Upon  the  election,  William  Leet,  Esq.  was  chosen  gov- ^««*»g>  »* 
cmor,  and  Mr.  Matthew  Gilbert,  deputy  governor*    Mr.  yen^Ma^ 
Benjamin  Fenti,  Mr.  Robert  Treat,  Mr.  Jasper  Crane,  Mr.  29th. 
John  Wakeman,  and  Mr.  William  Gibbard,  were  elected> 
ntagfttrates.     The  spirit  of  republicanism  however  was  so 
tiffij  at  New-Haven^  that  several  of  them  would  not  ac- 
cept their  appointments  and  take  the  oaths  prescribed. 
Bfir.  Wakeman  and  Mr.  Gibbard  utterly  refused.    Mr.s 
•  Letter  to  Ina  lordtbip,  No.  Vni. 
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Book  I.  Fcnn  was  hardly  prevailed  with  to  accept  his  office.  He 
N^^p^v"^^/  at  last  took  the  oath,  with  this  previous  explanation,  that  it 
16&1.  was  only  with  reference  Co  (he  particular  laws  of  that  colo- 
ny ;  and  that  if  any  thine  foreign  should  present,  it  should 
give  no  offence  if  he  should  decline  acting.  Mr.  James 
Bishop  was  chosen  secretary,  and  Mr.  Hobert  Allen,  trea- 
surer. 

*An  affair  had  happened  at  New-Haven,   a   few  months 
before  this,  which  now  began  to  alarm  the  country,  and 
soon  gave  great  anxiety  and  trouble  to  that  colony. 
Repcidcs       Very  soon  after  the  restoration,  a  large  number  of  the 
td°  ^     "  judges  of  fetng  Charles  the  first,  commonly  termed  regicides, 
were   apprehended  and  brought  upon  their  ti*ials,    in  the 
Old  Baily.     Thirty  nine  were   condemned,  and  ten  exe- 
cuted as  traitors.     Some  others,  apprehensive  of  danger, 
ffed  out  of  the  kingdom  before  king  Charles  II.  was  pro- 
Whallcj     claimed.     Colonels  Whalley  and  Goffe  made  their  escape 
and  Goffe   to  Ncw-England.     They  were  brought  over  by  one  cap- 
arrive  at    tain  Cooking,  and  arrived  at  Boston,  in  July,  1660.     Gov- 
^  ^°'      ernor  Endicott  and  gentlemen  of  character,  in  Boston  and 
its  vicinity,  treated  them  with  peculiar  respect  and  kind- 
ness.    They  were  gentlemen  of  singukic  abilities,  and  had 
moved  in  an  exalteof  sphere.     Whalley  had  been  a  Ueuten* 
ant  general,  and  Gofiby  a  major  geneial,  in  Cromwell's  ar- 
my.    Their  manners  were  elegant,  and  their  appearance 
grave  and  dignified,  commanding  universal  respect.    They 
Retire  to    ^qqj^  went  from  Boston  to  Cambridge,  where  they  resided 
bridge.      V^^^'  February.     They  resorted  openly  to  places  of  pub- 
lic worship  on  the  Lord's  day,  and  at  other  times  of  public 
devotion.     They  were  universally  esteemed,  by  all  men  of 
character,  both  civif  and  rcHgious.     But  no  sooner  was  it 
known,  that  the  judg(?s  had  been  condenmed  as   traitors, 
and  that  these  gentlemen  were  excepted  from  the  act  of 
pardon,  than  the  principal  gentlemen  in  the  Massachusetts 
began  to  be  alarmed.^    Governor   Endicott  called  a  court 
of  magistrates  to  consult  measures  for  apprehending  them* 
However,  their  friends  were  so  numerous  that  a  vote  could. 
not,  at  that  time,  be  obtained  to  arrest  them.     Some  of  the 
court  declared  that  they  would  stand  by  them^  others  ad- 
vised them  (o  remove  out  of  the  colony. 

Finding  themselves  unsafe  at  Cambridge,  they  came,  by 

the  assistance  of  their  friends,   to   Connecticut.     They 

made  their  route  by  Hartford,,  but  went  on  directly  to  New- 

Arim  at    Haven.     They  arrived  about  the  27th  of  March,  and  made 

Kew-Ha-   jjp^  Davenport's  house  the  place  of  their  residence.    They 

Ma'rph  27.  ^^^^  treated  with  the  same  marks  of  esteem  and  generous 

friendship,  at  New-Haven,  which  they  had  receiyed  in  the 
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Massachusetts.     The  more  the  people  became  acquainted  Book  I. 
with  them,  the  more  they  esteemed  them,  not  only  as  men  s-^-v^%^ 
of  great  minds,   but  of  unfeigned  piety  and  religion.     For    1661. 
some  time,  they  appeared  to  apprehend  themselves  as  out 
of  danger,  and  happily  situated  among  a  number  of  pious 
and  agreeable,  friends.     But  it  was  not  long  before  the 
news  of  the  king's  proclamation  against  the  regicides  ar- 
rived, requiring,  that  wherever  they  might  be  found,  they 
should  be  immediately  apprehended..     The  governor  of 
Massachusetts,  in  consequence  of  the  royal  proclamation, 
issued  his  warrant  to  arrest  them.     As  they  were  certified,  Goto 
by  their  friends,  of  all  measures  adopted  respecting  them,  Gilford. 
they  removed  to  Sf  ilford.     There  they  appeared  openly  in 
the  day  time,  bat  at  njght  often  returned  privately  to  New- 
Haven,  and  were  generally  secreted  at  Mr.  Davenport's> 
until  about  the  last  of  April. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  governor  of  Massachusetts  receiv- 
ed a  royal  mandate  requiring  him  to  apprehend  them  ;  and 
a  more  full  and  circumstantial  account  of  the  condemna- 
tion and  the  execution  of  the  ten  regicides,  and  of  the  dis- 
position of  the  court  towards  them,  and  the  republicans 
and  puritans  in  general,  arrived  in  New-England.     This 
gave  a  more   general  and  thorough  alarm  to   the  whole 
country.     A  feigned  search  had  been  made  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts, in  consequence  of  the  former  warrant,  for  the  co- 
lonels Whalley  and  Goffe  ;  but  now  the  governor  and  ma- 
gistrates be?an  to  view  the  affair  in  a  more  serious  point 
of  light ;  and  appear  to  have  been  in  earnest  to  secure 
them.     They  perceived,  that  their  own  personal  safety, 
and  the  liberties  and  peace  of  the  country,  were  concerned 
in  the  manner  of  their  conduct  towards  those  unhappy  men. 
They  therefore  immediately  gave  a  commission  to  Thomas  KelloDd 
Kellond  and  Thomas  Kirk,  two  zealous  young  royalists,  to  ^°^  ^V^ 
go  through  the  colonies,  as  far  as  the  Manhadoes,  and  make  g^^*  to 
a  careful  and  universal  search  for  them.     They  pursued  search  the 
the  judges,  with  engagedness,  to  Hartford  ;  and,  repairing  couotry. 
to  governor  Winthrop,  were  nobly  entertained.     He  as- 
sured them,  that  the  colonels  made  no  stay  in  Connecticut, 
but  went  directly  to  New-Haven.     He  gave  them  a  war- 
rant and  instructions  similar  to  those  which  they  had  re- 
ceived from  the  governor  of  Massachusetts,  and  transacted 
every  thing  relative  to  the  affair  with  dispatch.     The  next  Come  to 
day  thry  arrived  at  Guilford,  and  opened  their  business  to  ^"'^^^'■^'.  . 
deputy  governor  Leet.     They  acquainted  him  that,  accord-  * 

ing  to  the  intelligence  which  they  had  received,  the  regi- 
cides were  then  at  New-Haven.  They  desured  iinmediate-^ 
ly  to  be  furnished  with  powers,  horses,  and  assistance  tp  .^ 

^rrest  th^m.  •  -^ 
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Book  I.      But  here  they  were  very  unwelcome  messengers.     Gov-i 
y<"vf^  ernor  Leet,  and  the  principal  gentlemen  in  Guilford  and 
]<661.    .New-Haven,  had  nq  ill  opinion  of  the  judges.     If  thcv  had 
Sentimeott  done  wrong  in  the  part  they  had  acted,  they  viewed  it  as 
^f^T°"  ^^  error  in  judgment,  and  as  the  fault  of  great  and  good 
tod  his      jnen,  under   peculiar  and    extraordinary  circumstances* 
c(|iDciL      They  were  touched  with  compassion  and  sympathy,  and 
had  real  scruples  of  conscience  with  respect  to  delivering 
up  such  inen  to  death.     They  viewed  them  as  the  excel- 
lent in  the  earth,  and  were  afraid  to  betray  them,  lest  they 
should  be  instrumental  in  shedding  innocent  blood.     They 
sew  no  advantage  in  putting  them  to  death.     They  were 
Dot  zealous  therefore  to  assist  in  apprehending  them.    Gov- 
Their  eon-  ernor  Leet  said,  he  had  not  seen  them,  in  nine  weeks,  and 
duct  res-    that  he  did  not  believe  they  were  at  New-Haven.     He  read 
P^*"**[      some  of  the  papers  relative  to  the  affair  with  an  audible 
f^„J^'    voice.     The  pursuivants  observed  to  him,*  that  their  busi- 
ness required  more  secrecy,  than  was  consistent  with  such 
a  reading  of  their  instructions.    He  delayed  furnishing  them 
with  horses  until  the  next  morning,   and   utterly  declined 
giving  them  any  powers,  until  he  had  consulted  with  his 
council,  at  New-Haven.     They  complained,  that  an  Indian 
went  ofT,  from  Guilford  to  New-Haven,  in  the  night,  and 
that  the  governor  was  so  dilatory,  the  next  morning,  that  a 
messenger  went  on  to  New-Jiaven,  before  they  could  ob- 
tain horses  for  their  assistance.     The  judges  were  appris« 
cd  of  every  transaction  respecting  them,   and  they,   and 
their  friends,   took  their  measures   accordingly.      They 
changed  theii*  quarters,  from  one  place  to  another  in  the 
town,  as  circumstances  required ;  and  had  faithful  friends 
to  give  them  information,  and  to  conceal  them  from  their 
enemies.  . 

On  the  13th  pf  March,  the  pursuivants  came  to  New-Ha- 
ven, and  governor  Leet  arrived  in  town,  soon  after  them, 
to  consult  his  council.  They  acquainted  him,  that^  from 
the  information  which  they  had  received,  they  were  per- 
siiaded,  that  the  Judges  were  yet  in  the  town,  and  pressed 
him^nd  the  magistrates  to  give  them  a  arrant  ana  assist^ 
ance,  to  arrest  them,  without  any  further  delay.  But  after 
the  governor  and  his  council  had  been  together  five  or  six 
hours,  they  dispersed,  without  doing  any  thing  relative  tq 
the  afiair.  The  governor  declared,  that  they  could  ikH 
act  without  calline  a  general  assembly  of  the  freemen. 
Kellond  and  Kirk  observed  to  hiuij  that  the  other  gmenk^ 
prshad  not  stood  upon  such  niceties;  that  the^owr  aii4 
justice  of  his  majesty  were  concerned,  and  that  h^roukt 
|(ighly  resent  the  couce^^ent  ancil  abetting  of  such  tr£u(on 
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and  regicides.     They  demanded  whether  he,  and  his  coun-  Book  L 
cil,  would  own  and  honour  his  majesty  ?    The  governor  v^-v-^/ 
replied,  we  do  honour  his  majesty,  but  have  tender  con-    1661» 
sciences,  and  wish  first  to  know  whether  he  will  own  us."* 

The  tradition  is,  that  the  pursuivants  searched  Mr*  Da- 
venport's house,  and  used  him  very  ill.  They  also  search- 
ed other  houses,  where  they  suspected  that  the  regicides 
were  concealed.  The  report  is,  that  they  went  into  the 
house  of  one  Mrs.  Eyers,  where  they  actually  were ;  but 
she  conducted  the  affair  with  such  composure  and  address, 
that  they  imagined  the  judges  had  just  made  their  escape 
from  the  house,  and  they  went  off  without  making  any 
search.  It  is  said,  that  once,  when  the  pursuers  passed 
the  neck  bridge,  the  judges  concealed  themselves  under  it. 
Several  times  they  narrowly  escaped,  but  never  could  be 
taken. 

These  zealous  royalists,  not  finding  the  judges  in  New- 
jHaven,  prosecuted  their  journey  to  the  Dutch  settlements, 
and  made  interest  with  Stuvvesant,  the  Dutch  governor, 
against  them.  He  promised  them,  that,  if  the  judges  should 
be  found  within  his  jurisdiction,  be  would  give  them  imme- 
diate intelligence,  and  that  he  would  prohibit  all  ships  and 
vessels  from  transporting  them.     Having  thus  zealously  Kellond 
prosecuted  the  business  of  their  commission,  they  returned  ^"*^  ^*'^  j 
to  Boston,  and  reported  the  reception  which  they  had  nict  J!^^^™' "* 
with  at  Guilford  and  ^ew-HaveUt 

Upon  this  report,  a  letter  was  written  by  secretary  Raw-  Letter 
£on,  in  the  name  of  the  general  court  of  Massachusetts,  to  from  the 
governor  Leet  and  his  council,  on  the  subject.     It  repre-  ^^^^ 
sented,  that  many  complaints  had  been  exnibited  in  Eng-  chusettt  t^ 
land  against  the  colonies,  and  that  they  were  in  great  dan-  governor 
ger.    It  was  observed,  that  one  great  source  of  complaint,  ^*®*- 
was  their  giving  such  entertainment  to  the  regicides,  and 
their  ^attention  to  his  majesty's  warrant  for  arresting 
them.     This  was  represented  as  an  affair  which  hazarded 
the  liberties  of  all  the  colonies,  and  especially  those  of 
Kew-Haven.     It  wa$  intimated,  that  the  safety  of  particu- 
lar persons,  no  less  than  that  of  the  colony,  was  in  danger. 
It  was  insisted,  that  the  only  way  to  expiate  their  offence, 
and  save  themselves  harmless,  was,  without  delay,  to  ap- 
prehend the  delinquents.     Indeed,  the  court  urged,  that 
Dot  only  their  own  safety  and  welfare,  but  the  essential  in- 
terests of  their  neighbours,  demanded  their  indefatigable 
exertions  to  exculpate  themselves. 

Colonels  Whalley  and  Goffe,  after  the  search  which  had 

*  Report  of  Kellond  and  Kirk  to  governor  Eodicott;  to  which  thej 
ptve  qatbi  Ui  the  presence  of  the  (pniwa  tnd  bti  council. 
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Book  I.  been  made  for  them  at  New-Haven,  left  Mr.  Davenport's, 
v^-v^w/  and  took  up  their  quarters  at  Mr.  William  Jones's,  son  in 
1661.  law  to  governor  Eaton,  and,  afterwards,  deputy  governor 
Regicides  of  New-Haven  and  Connecticut.  There  they  secreted 
^P^  themselves  until  the  1 1  th  of  May.  Thence  they  removed 
^r  quar-  ^^  ^  ^jjj  .^  ^^^  environs  of  the  town.     For  a  short  time, 

they  made  their  quarters  in  the  woods,  and  then  iixed  them 
in  a  cave  in  the  side  of  a  hill,  which  thev  named  Provi- 
dence Hill.  They  had  some  other  places  of  resort,  to  which 
they  retired  as  occasion  made  it  necessary ;  but  this  was, 
generally,  the  place  of  their  residence  until  the  19th  of 
August.*     When  the  weather  was  bad,  they  lodged,  at 
night,  in  a  neighbouring  house.    It  is  not  improbable,  that, 
sometimes,  when  it  could  be  done  with  safety,  they  made 
visits  to  their  friends  at  New-Haven. 
They  ap-       Indeed,   to  prevent  any  damage  to  Mr.  Davenport,  or 
^at  S^w-  ^^^  colony,  they  once,  or  more,  came  into  the  town  openly, 
Haven,      ^"d  offered  to  deliver  up  themselves  to  save  their  friendls. 
It  seems  it  was  fully  expected,  at  that  time,  that  they  would 
have  done  it  voluntarily.     But  their  friends  neither  desired, 
jior  advised  them,  by  any  means,  to  adopt  so  dangerous  a 
measure.     They  hoped  to  save  themselves  and  the  colony 
harmless,  without  such  a  sacrifice.     The  magistrates*  were 
greatly  blamed  for  not  apprehending  them,  at  this  time  in 
particular.     Secretary  Rawson,  in  a  letter  of  his  to  gover- 
nor Leet,  writes,  "  How  ill  this  will  be  taken,  is  not  difli- 
cult  to  imagine ;  to  be  sure  not  well.     Nay,  will  not  all 
men  condemn  you  as  wanting  to  yourselves  ?"     The  gene- 
ral court  of  Massachusetts  further  acquainted  governor 
Leet,  that  the  colonies  were  criminated  for  making  no  ap- 
plication to  the  king,  since  his  restoration,  and  for  not  pro- 
claiming him  as  their  king.     The  court,  in  their  letter,  obr 
served,  that  it  was  highly  necessary  that  they  should  send 
an  agent  to  answer  for  them  at  the  court  of  England. 
Governor       On  the  reception  of  this  intelligence,  governor  Leetcon- 
Ijeet  con-  voked  the  general  court,  and  laid  the  letters  before  them, 
jj^^^*    After  much  debate,  it  was  concluded  to  address  a  letter  to 
court,        the  general  court,  exculpating  the  colony.     With  respect 
Aug.  1st.    to  the  regicides,  they  declared,  that  they  had  neither  dis- 
-.     „      owned  nor  slighted  the  king  nor  his  authority ;  and  that 
ven's'exV   ^^^  apprehending  of  them  was  not  defeated  by  any  delay 
cuse.         of  theirs,  as  they  bad  made  their  escape  before  the  king's 

*  About  this  time  they  removed  to  Milford,  where  they  rontiniied  about 
two  years.  On  the  arrival  of  the  king's  commissioners  in  New-England, 
they  retired  a^^ain  to  their  cave  for  a  short  time,  and  about  the  13th  of  Oc* 
tober,  1G64,  removed  to  Hadley.  As  the  late  Rev.  President  Stiles  bai 
written  their  history,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  it  in  this  work,  further 
than  it  is  connected  with  the  affairs  of  the  colony. 


^* 
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warrant  arrived  in  the  colony.     They  alledged,  that  the  Book  L 
pursuers  neglected  their  business,  to  attend  upon  the  gov-  v-^-n^-^^ 
ernorand  his  council,  for  which  they  had  no  authority.  Be-    1661« 
sides,  they  pleaded  scruples  of  conscience,  and  fear  of  un- 
fetithfulness  to  the  people,  who  had  given  them  all  their 

?ower,  and  to  whom  they  were  bound  by  solemn  oath, 
urther,  they  insisted,  that  acting  upon  the  warrant  would 
have  been  owning  a  general  governor,  and  dangerous  to 
the  liberties  of  the  people.  To  him  they  said  the  warrant 
was  directed,  and  though  other  magistrates  were  mentioned, 
yet  they  were  considered  only  as  oflScers  under  him. 

With  reference  to  the  magistrates  not  arresting  the  judg- 
es, when  they  appeared  openly  in  the  town,  they  said,  it 
was  owing  to  a  full  persuasion  that  they  would  certainly 
surrender  themselves,  according  to  their  promise.  They 
affirmed,  that  they  had  used  all  diligence  with  those  who 
had  shown  them  kindness,  to  persuade  them  to  deliver  them 
up;  that  they  were  ignorant  where  they  were,  and  that 
they  did  not  believe  that  they  were  in  the  colony.  They 
promised,  that  they  would  exert  themselves  to  arrest  and 
secure  them,  if  an  opportunity  should  present.- 

They  excused  themselves  for  not  making  an  address  or 
application  to  his  majesty,  because  it  was  to  them  a  new 
ana  unprecedented  aiTair^  and  they  were  ignorant  of  the 
proper  form.  Indeed,  they  said  they  could  not  agree  in 
one  which  might  be  acceptable.  These  they  avowed  to 
be  the  reasons  of  their  omission,  and  not  any  disloyalty  to 
his  majesty.  As  the  form  in  which  the  colony  of  Massa- 
chusetts made  their  submission  to  the  king,  had  been  laid 
before  them,  they  declared,  that  it  was  to  their  satisfaction, 
and  that,  from  their  hearts,  they  acknowledged  and  said 
the  same.  They  promised  full  subjection  and  entire  alle- 
giance to  his  majesty,  king  Charles  II.  Upon  this  sub- 
mission and  declaration,  they  supplicated  for  the  same  im- 
munities and  privileges  with  their  sister  colonies,  and  de- 
olared  their  expectations  of  the  full  enjoyment  of  them. 

At  the  same  time,  they  declined  the  making  of  any  par- 
ticular address  to  the  king,  on  account  of  their  inability  to 
procure  a  proper  agent  to  present  it  to  his  majesty.     In 
their  great  aistress,  they  desired  the  general  court  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  represent  them  to  the  kmg  as  cordially  owning 
and  complying  with  their  address,  as  though  it  had  been 
said  and  made  by  themselves.  They  expressed  their  opin- 
ion of  the  necessity  of  a  general  agent  for  New-England,  New-Ha- 
to  supplicate  the  royal  favour,  to  defeat  the  designs  of  their  y*"^  ^°^^ 
enemies,  and  to  procure  for  them  all  acts  of  indemnity  and  a'^^oera? 
grace.    They  agreed  ,to  bear  their  proportionable  part  of  agent. 
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Book  L  the  expense.  The  court  immediately  Sent  an  agent  to 
M^'N/^^/  Boston,  on  this  business.  One  great  matter  of  complaint, 
1661  •  against  the  colonies,  had  been  their  not  proclaimiing  the 
Thejpro-  kmg.  But  as  he  had  novr  been  proclaimed  in  all  the  other 
k'""*  J^  colonies,  in  Kew-Englan'd,  the  general  court  at  New-Haven 
ffusf  2i8t.  judged  it  expedient  formally  to  proclaim  him  there.* 
Gov.  Win-  About  this  time,  it  seems,  governor  Winthrop  took 
***'^\-  ^'^  passage  for  England.  Upon  his  arrival,  he  made 
^land!°  application  to  lord  Say  and  Seal,  and  other  friends  of 
the  colony,  for  their  countenance  and  assistance. 

Lord  Say  and  Seal,  appears  to  have  been  the  only 
nobleman  living,  who  was  one  of  the  original  paten- 
tees of  Connecticut.  He  held  the  patent  in  trust,  origi- 
nally, for  the  puritanic  exiles.  He  received  the  address 
from  the  colony  most  favorably,  and  gave  governor  Win- 
throp all  the  assistance  in  his  power.t  The  governor  was 
a  man  of  address,  anid  he  arrived  in  Endand  at  a  happy 
^ .  time  for  Connecticut.     Lord  Say  and  Sea^  the  great  friend 

ih?pof lord ^^ ^^^  colony,  had  been  particularly  instrumental  in^  the' 
8a J  and     restoration.     This  had  so  brought  him  into  the  king's  ia- 
8ea].         vor,  that  he  had  been  made  lord  privy  seal.     The  earl  of 
-^  Manchester,  another  friend  of  the  puritans,  and  of  the 

rights  of  the  colonies,  Was  chamberlain  of  his  majesty's 
household.     He  was  an   intimate  friend  of  lord  Say  and 
Seal,  and  had  been  united  with  him  in  defending  the  colo- 
nies, and  pleading  for  their  establishment  ana  liberties. 
Favorable  ^ord  Say  and  Seal  engaged  him  to  give  Mr.  Winthrop  his 
circum-     Utmost  assistance.     Mr.  Winthrop  had  an  cxtraorcUa^r/ 
stances  un- ring,  which  had  been  given  his  grand  fiaither  by   king 
t^peti-     Charles  the  first,  which  he  presented  to  the  king.     This,  it 
tion  was     is  said,  exceedingly  pleased  his  majesty,  as  it  had  been 
presented,  once  the  property  of  a  father  most  dear  to  him.     Under 
these  circumstances,  the  petition  of  Connecticut  was  pre-^ 
sented,  and  was  received  with  uncommon  grace  and  favors 

*  The  form  was  carious.    It  was  expressed  in  the  following  words. 

Form  of         '^  Although  we  have  not  rece'iTed  aoj  form  of  proclamatioa,  by  order 

proclama-  ^rom  his  majestj  or  council  of  state,  fo>  proclaiming  his  msjes^  in 

lion.  this  colony ;  jet,  the  court  taking  encouragenrent  from  what  has  been 

done  in  the  rest  of  the  united  colonies,  bath  thought  fit  to  declare  pnbficlj, 

and  proclaim,  that  we  do  acknowledge  his  rojal  highness,  Charles  the 

second,  king  of  England,  Scotland,  France,  and  Ireland,  to  be  our  sove-* 

reign  lord  and  king ;  and  that  we  do  acknowledge  ourselves,  the-  inbabi- 

tants  of  this  colony,  to  be  his  majesty's  loyal  and  faithful  subjects." 

t  Letter  to  governor  Winthrop,  in  Engmnd,  No.  IX.  His  lordship  ever 
retained  his  friendship  for  the  colonies,  and  not  only  rendered  great  services 
to  Connecticut,  but  to  them  all,  in  vindicating  tiiem  against  tl^  compUintt 
made  against  them,  and  in  conciliating  the  favor  of  -the  king  and  his  court 
towards  them.  In  a  letter  of  his,  to  the  government  of  Massachusetts,  he 
says,  ^'  I  have  not  been  wanting  both  to  the  king  and  council  to  advanee 
your  interest ;  more  I  cannot  do,  but  pray  the  Lord  to  stand  with  you  aoA 
for  you." 
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Upon  the  20th  of  April,  1662,  his  majesty  granted  the  Book  I. 
polony  his  letters  patent,  conveying  the  most  ample  privi-  v«rv^*w 
legesy  under  the  great  seal  of  England.     It  confirmea  unto    1662* 
it  th6  whole  tract  of  country,  granted  by  king  Charles  the  Charter 
first  unto  the  earl  of  Warwick  and  which  was,  the  next  S*°^ 
year,  by  him  consigned  unto  lord  Say  and  Seal,  lord  Brook  co^eyS. 
and  others.     The   patent  granted  the  lands  in  free  and  Reasooi 
common  socage.     The  fates,  stated  and  pleaded  in  the  pe-  ^ 
tition,  were  recognized  in  the  charter,  nearly  in  the  same 
form  of  words,  as  reasons  of  the  royal  grant,  and  of  the 
ample  privileg-es  which  it  conveyed.   . 
.   It  ordained,  that.  John  Winthrop,  John  Mason,  Samuel 
IVyllys,  Henry  Clarke,  Matthew  Allen,  John  Tapping, 
Nathan  Gould,  Richard  Treat,  Richard  Lord,  Henry  Wol- 
cott,  John  Talcott,  Daniel  Clarke,  John  Ogden,  Thomas 
Wells,   Obadiah  Brqen,   John  Clark,  Anthony  Hawkins, 
John  Deming,  and  Matthew  Canfield,  and  all  such  others 
as  then  were,  or  should  afterwards  be  admitted  and  made 
free  of  the  corporation,  should  forever  after  be  one  body 
Corporate  and  politic,  in  fact  and  name,  by  the  name  of  the 
Governor  and   company  of  the  English  colony  or 
Connecticut  in  New-England  in  America  ;  and  that  by 
the  same  name,  they  and  their  successors  should  have  per- 

E!tual  succession.  Thev  were  capacitated,  as  persotis  ia 
w,  to  plead  and  be  impleaded,  to  defend  and  be  defend- 
ed, in  all  suits  whatsoever :  To  purchase,-  possess,  lease, 
grant,  demise,  and  sell  lands,  tenements,  and  goods,  in  as^ 
ample  a  manner,  as  any  of  his  majesty^s  subjects  or  corpo* 
rations  in  England.  The  charter  ordained,  that  there 
sboukl  be,  annually,  two  general  assemblies ;  one  holden 
tn  the  second  Thursdav  in  May,  and  the  other  on  the  sec- 
tad  Thursday  in  October*  This  was  to  consist  of  the> 
governor,  deputy  governor,  and  twelve  assistants,  with 
two  deputies  from  every  town  or  city.  John  Winthrop 
was  appointed  governor,  and  John  Mason,  deputy  govern- 
or, and  the  gentlemen  named  above,  magistrates,  until  a 
new  election  should  be  made. 

The  company  were  authorised  to  have  a  common  seal, 
to  appoint  judicatories,  make  freemen,  constitute  officers, 
establish  laws,  impose  fines,  assemble  ^e  inhabitants  in 
marahal  array  for  the  common  defence,  and  to  exercise 
martial  law  in  all  cases,  in  which  it  might  be  necessary. 

It  was  ordained  by  the  charter,  that  all  the  king's  sub- 

*  jects,  in  the  colony,  should  enjoy  all  the  privileges  of  free 

aod  natural  subjects  within  the  realm  of  England ;  and  that 

the  patent  should  always  have  the  most  favorable  construe- 

^n  for  the  benefit  of  the  governor  and  company. 

G2 
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Book  L     The  charter  did  not  come  over  until  after  the  election, 
v^^v^^^  This  was  on  the  1 5th  of  May,  and  the  freemen  made  no  al- 
1662.    teration  in  their  officers. 

Many  of  the  colony  of  New-Haven  appear  to  have  been 
exceedingly  opposed  to  king  Charles,  and  to  the  royal  in- 
structions which  they  had  received.  It  had  been  with 
great  difficulty,  that  the  governor  and  council  had  managed 
the  government  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  keep  peace  amonc 
the  people,  and  not  incur  the  displeasure  of  the  king  and 
his  council.  Though  they  had  clone  as  little  at  possible, 
consistent  wiih  loyalty,  in  conforming  to  his  majesty's  or* 
ders,  yet  they  had  done  more  than  was  pleasing  to  alU. 
There  had  been  some  insurrections  and  tumults,  and  the 
authority,  in  some  instances,  had  not  been  well  treated. 
Some  complained,  that  they  could  not  enjoy  their  privilege* 
more  amply  ;  and  that  none  but  church  members  could  l>e 
freemen  of  the  corporation. 
Ooveraor  Governor  Leet,  therefore,  at  the  court  of  election,  made 
Leet^s  a  pacific  speech  to  the  freemen.  He  represented  to  them 
concilia-  \}^^  great  difficulties  and  dangers  of  the  year  past,  and  the 
«p^b,  divine  goodness  towards  them,  in  the  continuation  of  their 
May 28th.  civil  and  religious  privileges.  He  acknowledged  himself 
to  be  subject  to  many  imperfections,  yet  professed^  that,  in 
his  office,  he  had  acted  conscientiously,  consulting  the  com- 
mon safety  and  happiness.  He  declared  his  readiness  to 
give  the  reasons  of  his  conduct  to  any  brother,  or  breth- 
ren, who  would  come  to  him,  in  an  orderly  manner.  He 
acknowledged  their  kind  affection  and  patience  towards 
him,  in  covering  and  passing  by  his  infirmities. 

Upon  this,  the  election  proceeded,  and  he  was  chosen 

Sovernor,  and  Matthew  Gilbert  deputy  governor.     The 
eputy  governor's  not  apprehending  the  regicides,  did  not, 
in  any  measure,  injure  his  popularity.     No  objection  was 
made  against  either  of  the  governors.     Mr.  William  Jones 
and  Mr.  William  Gibbard  were  chosen  magistrates,  for 
New-Haven  ;  Mr.  Benjamin  Fenn  and  Mr.  Robert  Treat, 
for  Milford  ;  and  Mr.  Jasper  Crane,  for  Branford.     Seve- 
ral of  the  magistrates  took  the  oath,  this  year,  with  the  ex- 
planations and  exceptions  which  they  had  made  the  last. 
Before  the  session  of  the  general  assembly  of  Connecti- 
cut, in  October,  the  charter  was  brought  over ;  and  as  th» 
governors  and  magistrates,  appointed  by  his  majesty,  were 
Gen<!ral     y^i  authorised  to  serve  after  this  time,  a  general  election 
HwtSit?,  ^^^  appointed  on  the  9th  of  October.  •    John  Winthpop^ 
Oc€.  9th,'  Esq.  was  chosen  governor,  and  John  Mason,  Esq.  deputy 
16414        governor.     The  magistrates  were,  Matthew  Allen,  &uniK 
el  Wyllp,  Nathan  Gould,  Richard  Treat,  John  Ogdeo, 
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John   Tapping,  John   Talcott,   Henry  Wolcott,  Daniel  Boor  T. 
Clarke,  and  John  Allen,  Esquires,  Mr.  Baker,  and  Mr.  s^-v/-^/ 
Sherman.     John  Talcott,  Esq.  was  treasurer,  and  Daniel    1662« 
Clarke,  Esq.  secretary. 

Upon  the  day  of  the  election,  the  charter  was  publicly 
read  to  the  freemen,  and  declared  to  belong  to  them  and 
their  successors.  They  then  prgceeded  to  make  choice  of 
Mr.  Wyllys,  Mr.  Talcott,  and  Mr.  Allen,  to  receive  the 
charter  into  their  custody,  and  to  keep  it  in  behalf  of  the 
colony.  It  was  ordered,  that  an  oath  should  be  adminis- 
tered by  the  court,  to  the  freemen,  binding  them  to  a  faith- 
ful discnarge  of  the  trust  committed  to  them. 

The  general  assembly  established  all  former  officers,  ^^  pw^' 
civil  and  military,  in  their  respective  places  of  trust ;  and  th€"recep- 
eaactcd,  that  all  the  laws  of  the  colony  should  be  continu-  tioo  of  the 
cd  in  full  force,  except  such  as  should  be  found  contrary  charter, 
to  the  tenor  of  the  charter.      It  was  also  enacted,  that  the  ^i^^^* 
same  colony  seal  should  be  continued. 

The  major  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Southhold,  several 
of  the  people  at  Guilford,  and  of  the  towns  of  Stamford  and 
Greenwich,  tendering  their  persons  ^nd  estates  to  Connec- 
ticut, and  petitioning  to  enjoy  the  protection  and  privileg- 
es of  this  commonwealth,  were  accepted  by  the  assembly, 
and  promised  the  same  protection  and  freedom,  which  was 
common  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  in  general.  At 
the  same  time,  it  was  enjoined  upon  them,  to  conduct  them- 
selves peaceably,  as  became  christians,  towards  their 
neighbours,  who  did  not  submit  to  the  jurisdiction  of  Con- 
necticut ;  and  that  they  should  pay  all  taxes  due  to  the 
ministers,  with  all  other  public  charges  then  due.  A  mes-  . 
sage  was  sent  to  the  Dutch  governor,  certifying  him  of  the 
charter,  granted  to  Connecticut,  and  desiring  him,  by  no 
means,  to  trouble  any  of  his  majesty's  subjects,  within  its 
limits,  with  impositions,  or  prosecutions  from  that  jurisdic- 
tion. 

The  assembly  gave  notice  to  the  inhabitants  of  Winches- 
ter, that  they  were  comprehended  within  the  limits  of  Con- 
necticut ;  and  ordered,  that,  as  his  majesty  had  thus  dis- 
Eosed  of  them,  they  should  conduct  themselves  as  peacea- 
le  subjects.  ^^IJ' 

The  assembly  resolved,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Mistic  J^^tJclv 
and  Pawcatuck  should  no  more  exercise  any  authority,  by  jurUdic- 
virtue  of  commissions  from  any  other  colony,  but  should  J|o°  *«> 
elect  their  town  officers,  and  manage  all  their  anairs,  ac-  ^^^^^  ^^^^ 
cording  to  the  laws  of  Connecticut.     It  was  also  resolved,  Loog-bi- 
'  tb^t  this,  and  some  other  towns,  should  pay  twenty  pounds  and. 


^ 
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Book  I«  each,  towards  defraying  the  expense  of  procuring  the 
s^r^^^*/  charter.* 
2662.      .Huntington,  Setauket,  Oyster-Bay,  and  all  the  towns 
upon  Long-Island,  were  obliged  to  submit  to  the  authori- 
ty, and  govern  themselves  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  Coqt 
necticut.     A  court  was  instituted  at  Southhold,  consistine 
of  captain  John  Youngs,  and  the  justices  of  South  ana 
East-Hampton*     The   assembly  resolved,  that  all   the 
towns,  which  should  be  received  under  their  jurisdiction, 
should  bear  their  equal  proportion  of  the  charge  of  the  col- 
ony, in  procuring  the  patent. 
ADDoint  a      ^^  ^^^  charter  included  the  colony  of  New-Haven,  Mr. 
cQ^ttee  Matthew  Allen,  Mr.  Samuel  Wyllys,  and  the  Rev.  Messrs. 
tocoofer    Stone  and  Hooker,  were  appointed  a  committee,   to  pro- 
with  New- ceed  to  New-Haven,  and  to  treat  with  their  friends  there, 
*»*^«o«      respecting  an  amicable  union  of  the  two  colonies.t 

The  committee  proceeded  to  New-Haven,  and  after  a 
conference  with  the  governor,  magistrates,  and  principal 
gentlemen  in  the  colony,  left  th^  following  declaration,  to 
be  communicated  to  the  freemen. 
Co      t-        "  ^^  declare,  that  through  the  providence  of  the  Most 
tee?^^.  H^gb,  a  large  and  ample  patent,  and  therein  desirable  pri- 
iMtioD.    vileges  and  immunities  from  his  majesty,  being  come  to  our 
hand,  a  copy  whereof  we  have  left  with  you,  to  be  consid- 
ered, and  yourselves,  upon  the  sea  coast,  being  included 
and  interested  therein,  the  king  having  united  us  in  one 
body  politic,  we,  according  to  the  commission  wherewith 
we  are  intrusted,  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Connecticut^ 
do  declare,  in  their  name,  that  it  is  both  their  and  our  ear- 
nest  desire,  that  there  may  be  a  happy  and  comfortable 
union  between  yourselves  and  us,  according  to  the  tenor  of 
the  charter;  that  inconveniences  and  dangers  may  be  pre- 
ventedL  peace  and  truth  strengthened  and  established, 
throuffh  our  suitable  subjection  to  the  terms  of  the  patent, 
and  the  blessing  of  God  upon  us  therein.'' 
The  authority  of  New-Haven  made  the  following  reply. 
|if«^-Ha-       "We  have  received  and  perused  your  writings,  and 
^^'  ^'    heard  the  copy  read  of  his  majesty's  letters  patent  to  Con- 
^'  necticut  colony ;  wherein,  though  we  do  not  find  the  colo- 

ny of  New-Haven  expressly  included,  yet  t6  show  our  de- 

*  It  appears,  from  the  appropriations  made,  and  taxes  imposed,  to  par 
tbe  charges  of  governor  Winthrop's  agency,  that  the  charter  cost  the  cot 
ooj  about  thirteen  hundred  pofibds  sterlJDji^. 

t  A  th'anks^viijr  was  appointed  bj'  this  a^semblj,  through  the  cokBy, 
to  celebrate  the  dif&ie  beneficence  (  especially,  in  granting  them  such  %  ^ 
favorable  reception  with  his  inajes^,  and  such  ample  civil  and  religie«i|/  > 
privileges,  as  had  been  conferred  bj  their  charter:  and  for  God's  gracioqi  '  ^, 
answer  to  the  prayers  of  his  people,  in  abating  the  eid^neis  of  the  cowttr^Z    r,\ 
Mad  firioi  tbcm  rain  io  tfie  tone  qf  drouj^t.  ^' .", 
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sire  that  matters  may  be  issued  in  the  conserving  of  peace  Book  I* 
and  amixy,  with  righteousness  between  them  and  us,  we  >^^v^w^ 
shall  communicate  your  writing,  and  a  copy  of  the  patent,    1662« 
(o  our  freemen,  and  afterwards,  with  convenient  speed,  re- 
.tum  their  answer.     Only  we  desire,  that  the  issuing  of 
matters  may  be  respited,  until  we  may  receive  fuller  in- 
formation from  Mr.  Winthrop,   or  satisfaction  otherwise  ^ 
imd  that  in  the  mean  time,  this  colony  may  remain  distinct, 
entire,  and  uninterrupted,  ^s  heretofore :  which  we  hope 
you  will  see  cause  lovingly  to  consent  unto ;  and  signify 
the  same  to  us  with  coavenient  speed/' 

On  the  4th  of  November,  the  freemen  of  the  colony  of- 
New-Haven,  convened  in  general  court.     The  governor  „,^t  ^^^ 
communicated  the  writings  to  the  court,  and  ordered  a  copy  New-Ha« 
of  the  patent  to  be  read.     After  a  short  adjournment,  for  yP^  ^**^ 
consideration  in  an  affair  of  so  much  importance,  the  free- 
men met  again,  and  proceeded  to  a  large  discussion  of  the 
subject. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Davenport  was  entirely  opposed  to  an  ^^'  2*^" 
'  union  with  Connecticut.     He  proceeded,  therefore,  to  offcp  ^^g  ^ 
a  number  of  reasons,  why  the  inhabitants  of  New-Haven  unioo. 
could  not  be  included  in  tne  patent  of  that  colony,  and  for 
which  they  ought  by  no  means,  voluntarily  to  form  an  un- 
ion.    He  left  his  reasons  in  writing,  for  tne  consideration 
of  the  freemen.    He  observed  that,  he  should  leave  others 
%o  act  according  to  the  lieht  which  they  should  receive. 

It  was  insisted,  that  New-Haven  had  been  owned  s^s  a  ^ 
distinct  government,  not  only  by  her  sister  colonies,  by  the  against  it. 

Earliament,  and  the  protector,  during  their  administration; 
ut  by  his  majesty,  king  Charles  the  second :  That  it  was 
against  the  express  articles  of  confederation,  by  which 
Connecticut  was  no  less,  bound,  than  the  other  colonies  : 
That  New-Haven  had  never  been  certified  of  any  such  de- 
sign, as  their  incorporation  with  Connecticut ;  and  that 
they  had  never  been  heard  on  the  subject.  It  was  further 
urged,  that,  had  it  been  designed  to  unite  them  with  Con- 
necticut, some  of  their  names,  at  least,  would  have  been 
put  into  the  patent,  with  the  other  patentees ;  but  none  of 
them  were  there.  Hence  it  was  maintained,  that  it  never 
could  have  been  the  design  of  his  majesty,  to  comprehend 
them  within  the  limits  of  the  charter.  It  was  argued,  that 
for  them  to  consent  to  an  union  would  be  inconsistent  with 
their  oath,  to  maintain  that  commonwealth,  with  all  its  pri- 
irileees,  civil  and  religious.  Indeed,  it  was  urged,  that  it 
iiTd  be  incompatible  both  with  their  honor  and  most  es-^ 
mtial  interests. 
*"  *^  governor  Leet  excused  himself  from  speaking  on  ibe 
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Book  L  subject,  desiring  rather  to  bear  the  freemen  speak  their 
K^-N/^w/  minds  freely,  and  to  act  themselves,  with  respect  to  the  uq- 

1663;    ion.  ,     .    ^ 

After  the  affair  had  been  fully  debated,  the  freemen  r#- 

solved,  that  an  answer  to  Connecticut  should  be  drawaiq|> 

under  the  following  heads. 

1.  '^  Bearing  a  proper  testimony  against  the  gittat  Bin  of 
Connecticut,  in  acting  so  contrary  to  righteousness,  ami^, 
and  peace." 

2.  ^'  Desiring  that  all  further  proceedings,  relative  torthe 
affair,  might  be  suspended,  until  Mr.  Wintlirop  should  re* 
turn,  or  they  might  otherwise  obtain  further  information 

,.\  ^     and  satisfaction." 

3.  '^  To  represent,  that  they  could  do  nothing  in  the  af- 
fair, until  they  had  consulted  the  other  confederates."* 

The  freemen  appointed  all  their  magistrates  and  elders, 
with  Mr.  Law,  of  Stamford,  a  committee  to  draw  up  an  an-* 
jswer  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Connecticut.  Thev 
were  directed  to  subjoin  the  weighty  arguments,  which 
they  had  against  an  union.  If  these  should  not  avail,  they 
were  directed  to  prepare  an  address  to  his  majesty,  pray- 
ing for  relief. 

The  committee  drew  up  a  long  letter,  in  which  they  de- 
clared, that  they  did  not  find  any  command  in  the  patent, 
to  dissolve  covenants,  and  alter  the  orderly  settlement  of 
New-England  ;  nor  a  prohibition  against  their  continuance 
as  a  distinct  government.  They  represented,  that  tbe  con- 
duct of  Connecticut,  in  acting  at  first  without  them,  con- 
firmed them  in  those  sentiments ;  and  that  the  way  was  still 
open  for  them  to  petition  his  majesty,  and  obtain  immmii- 
ties,  similar  to  those  of  Connecticut.  They  declared,  that 
they  must  enter  their  appeal  from  the  construction  wh|ch 
Connecticut  put  upon  the  patent ;  and  desired  that  they 
mi^ht  not  be  interrupted,  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  distinct 
privileges.  They  solicited,  that  proceedings  relative  ta 
an  union  might  rest,  until  they  might  obtain  further  infor- 
mation, consult  their  confederates,  and  know  his  naajesty^ 
pleasure  concerning  (hem. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  represent  the  unrea- 
sonable and  injurious  conduct  of  Connecticut  towards  them, 
in  beginning  to  exercise  jurisdiction  within  their  limits,  be- 
fore they  had  ^iven  them  any  intimations  that  they  were 
included  in  their  charter ;  before  they  had  invited  uiem  to 
an  amicable  union ;  and  before  they  had  any  representt* 
tion  in  their  assembly,  or  name  in  their  patent.  -They  ur- 
ged, that,  in  such  a  procedure,  they  had  encouraged  divh 
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lion,  and  giveh  -countenance  to  disaffected  persons :  that  Book  L 
they  had  aoietted  them  in  slighting  solemn  covenants  and  v^^n/^'*^^ 
oaths,  by  which  the  peace  of  the  towns  and  churches,  in  1662. 
that  colony,  was  greatly  disturbed.  Further,  they  insisted, 
that,  by  this  means,  his  majesty^s  pious  designs  were  coun- 
lAact^,  and  his  interests  disserved :  that  great  scandal 
was  brought  upon  religion  before  the  natives,  and  the  beau- 
ty, of  a  peaceable,  faithful  and  brotherly  walking  exceed- 
ingly marred  among  themselves.  The  committee  also  re- 
presented, that  these  transactions  were  entirely  inconsist- 
ent with  the  engagements  of  governor  Winthrop,  contrary 
to  his  advice  to  Connecticut,  and  tended  to  bring  injurious 
reflections  and  reproach  upon  him.  They  earnestly  pray- 
ed for  a  copy  of  all  which  he  had  written  to  the  deputy 
governor  and  company  on  the  subject.  On  the  whole, 
they  professed  themselves  exceedingly  injured  and  griev- 
ied ;  and  intreated  the  general  assembly  of  Connecticut  to 
adopt  speedy  and  effectual  measures  to  repair  the  breaches 
which  they  had  made^  and  to  restore  them  to'  their  former 
atete,  as  a  confederate  and  sister  colony.* 

Connecticut  made  no  rejply  to  this  letter ;  but  at  a  gene-  Assembly 
ral  assembly,  holden  March  11th,  1663,  appointed  the  de-*^^^ 

Suty  governor,  Messrs.  Matthew  and  John  Allen,  and  Mr.  March  il 
ohnTalcott,  a  committee  to  treat  with  their  friends  at  1663. 
New-Haven,  on  the  subject  of  an  union.  But  the  hasty 
measures  which  the  general  assembly  had  taken,  in  admit'- 
ting  the  disaffected  members  of  the  several  towns,  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  New-Haven,  to  their  protection,  and  to 
the  privileges  of  freemen  of  their  corporation,  and  in  that 
way  beginning  to  dismember  that  colony,  before  they  had 
invited  them  to  incorporate  with  them,  had  so  soured  theit^ 
Blinds  and  prejudiced  them,  that  this  committee  had  no 
better  success  than  the  former. 

In  consequence  of  the  claims  of  Connecticut,   and  of  Genent- 
what  had  passed  between  the  two  colonics,  governor  Lect  court  at 
called  a  special  assembly  at  New-Haven,   on  the  6th  ^f^^^'S^^ 
May.     It  was  then  proposed  to  the  court,  whether,  consid-  5th' 
ering  the  present  state  of  the  colony,  and  the  affairs  de- 
pending between  them   and  Connecticut,  any  alteration 
should  be  made,  with  respect  to  the  time  or  manner  of   ' 
their  election  ?    The  freemen  resolved,  that  no  alteration 
should  be  made.     They  then  determined  upon  a  rcmon-  Remon- 
strance, or  declaration,  to  be  sent  to  the  general  assembly  ^^J^^® 
of  Connecticut.     In  this  they  gave  an  historical  account  of  ConocGft^ 
tile  ends  of  their  coming,  with  their  brethren  in  the  united  cut. 
<ij9loJ9ies,  into  New-England,  and  of  the  solemn  manner  in 

*  Letter  to  Connecticut,  \o*  X. 
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Book  L  ttrhicb  these  colonies  had  confederated  ;•  and  insinuated/ 
yt^'>r>^  that  the  conduct  of  Connecticut  towards  them',  was  directly 
1663.    contrary  to  the  designs  of  the  first  planters  of  New-Eng- 
land, and  to  that  express  article  of  the  confederation,  that 
no  one  colony  should  be  annexed  to  another,  witliolst  the 
consent  of  the  other  colonies.-    They  declared,  that  if,- 
fhrough  the  contrivance  of  Connecticut,  without  their  know- 
ledge or  consent,  the  patent  did  circumscribe  that  colony ,- 
it  was,  in  their  opinion,  contrary  to  brothcrrly  love,  right- 
eousness, and  peace.     They  also  declared,  that,  notwith- 
standing the  sense  which  Connecticut  put  upon  their  pat- 
ent, they  could  rrot  find  one  line  or  lettef  in  it,  expressing 
his  majesty's  pleasure,  that  they  should  become  one  with 
that  colony.     The  court  affirmed,  that  they  were  necessi- 
tated to  bear  testimony  against  the  appointment  of  consta-^ 
bles  and  other  officers,  in  the  towns  under  their  jurisdic- 
tion, and  th6  dismembering  of  their  colony,-  by  receiving 
their  disaffected  people  under  the  protection  of  a  legisla- 
ture distinct  from  thetrs,  and  in  which  they  had  no  repre^ 
sentation.     They  remonstrated  against  this,  as  distracting 
the  colony,  destroying  the  comfort,  and  hazarding  the  lives 
and  liberties  of  their  confederates ;  as  giving  great  ofience 
to  their  corfsciences,  and  as  matter  of  high  provocation  and 
complaint  before  God  and  man.     All  this  unbrotherly  and 
unrighteous  management,  (hey  represented  as  exceedingly 
aggravated,  in  that,  notwithstanding  their  former  repre^ 
sentations  and  intreaties,  in  writing,  notwithstanding  their 
appeal  to  his  majesty,  and  notwithstanding  all  their  past 
distress  and  sufferings,  they  were  still  pursuing  the  same 
course.  They  still  declared,  that  they  appealed  to  his  ma-« 
jesly ;  and  that,  exceedingly  grieved  and  afSictcd,  they,  in 
the  sight  of  God,  angels,  and  men,  testified  against  suck 
proceedings.* 
Governor       While  these  aflairs  were  transacted  in  the  colotiies,  the 
Wjothrop  petition  and  address  of  New-Haven,  to  his  majesty,  arrived 
JJjJ^*^_  in  England.    *Upon  which  governor  Winthrop,  who  was 
cut,MaK;hyct  there,  by  the  advice  of  the  friends  of  both  colonies, 
M.  agreed,  that  no  injury  should  be  done  to  New-Haven,  and 

that  the  union  and  incorporation  of  the  two  colonies  should 
be  voluntary.  Therefore,  on  the  3d  of  March,  1663,  he 
wrote  to  the  deputy  governor  and  company  of  Connecti- 
cut, ccrtifying^em  of  his  engagements  to  the  agent  of 
New-Haven ;  and  that,  before  he  took  out  the  charter,  be 
had  given  assurance  to  their  friends,  that  their  iBteMsts 
and  privileges  should  not  be  injured  by  the  patent*  He 
represented,  that  they  were  bound  by  the  assuraaaee  lift 
-►No.  XI. 
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Bad  given ;  and,  therefore,  wished  them  to  abstain  from  all  Book  J. 
fiirther  injury  and  trouble  of  that  colony.     He  imputed  ^.^'^^^^/ 
what  they  had  done  to  their  ignorance  of  the  engagements    1663. 
n^faich  he  had  made.    At  the  same  time,  he  intimated  his 
assurance,  that,  on  his  return,  he  should  be  able  to  effect 
an  amicable  union  of  the  colonies.* 

At  the  election  in  Connecticut,  Mr.  Howell  and  Mr.  Jas-  Election  at^ 
per  Crane  were  chosen  magistrates,  instead  of  Mr.  John  jj"^5*fj 
Allen  and  Mr.  John  Ogden.t    Mr.  John  Allen  was  appoint-  le^      * 
ed  treasurer* 

Connecticut  now  laid  claim  to  West-Chester,  and  ^ent  July  iOti» 
one  of  their  magistrates  to  lead  the  inhabitants  to  the  choice 
of  their  officers,  and  to  administer  the  proper  oaths  to  such 
as  they  should  elect.  The  colony  also  extended  their  claim 
to  the  Narraganset  country,  and  appointed  officers  for  the 
government  of  the  inhabitants  at  Wickford. 

Notwithstanding  the  remonstrance  of  the  court  at  New-  Commiti^ 
Haven,  their  appeal  to  kine  Charles  the  second,  and  the  ^  ^P- 
engai^ments  of  governor  Winthrop,  Connecticut  pursued  J^J,*^ 
the  affair  of  an  union,  in  the  same  manner  in  whicn  it  was  t^twitb. 
begun.    At  a  session  of  the  general  assembly,  August  1 9th,  New-Ha- 
1663,  the  deputy  governor,  Mr.  Wyllys,  Mr.  Daniel  Clarke,  ^JJ^^^^ 
and  Mr.  John  Allen,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  treat       '' 
with  their  friends  of  New-Haven,  Milford,  Guilford,  and 
Branford,  relative  to  their  incorporation  with  Connecticut. 
Provided  they  could  not  effect  an  union,  bv  treaty,  they 
were  authorised  to  read  the  charter  publicly  at  New-Ha- 
ven, and  to  make  declaration  to  the  people  there,  that  the 
assembly  could  not  but  resent  their  proceeding,  as  a  dis- 
tinct junsdiction,-  since  they  were  evidently  included  within 
the  limits  of  the  charter,  granted  to  the  corporation  of  Con- 
oecticut.     They  were  instructed  to  proclaim,  that  the  as- 
sembly did  desire,  and  could  not  but  expect,  that  the  in- 
habitants of  New-Haven,  Milford,  Guilford,  Branford,  and 
Stamford^  would  yield  subjection  to  the  government  of 
Connecticut. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners,  in  September,  Coimnif* 
](iFew-Haven  was  owned  by  the  colonies,  as  a  distinct  con-  "o°®" 
federate*    Governor  Leet  and  Mr.  Fenn,  who  had  beienBoaton,' 
sent  from  that  jurisdiction,  exhibited  a  complaint  against  Sept.  3d, 
Connecticut,  of  the  injuries  which  they  had  done,  by  en-  ^^^• 
broaching  upon  their  rights,  receiving  their  members  under  ^^o^pl^l^ 
their  government,  and  encouraging  them  to  disown  their  of  New- 
Botbority,  to  disregard  their  oath  of  allegiance,  and  to  re-  Havenv 
five  all  attendance  on  their  courts.  They  further  complain- 

'^Q9wn9t  VfWktof^  letter  to  Connecticut,  No.  Xfl. 
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Book  L  ed,  that  Connecticut  had  appointed  constables  in  several  of 
v-^-v-^/  their  towns,  to  the  great  disouiet  and  injury  of  the  colony. 
1663.    They  prayed,  that  effectual  measures  might  be  taken  to 
redress  their  grievances,  to  prevent  further  injuries,  and 
secure  their  rights  as  a  distinct  confederate. 
Reply  of        Governor  Winthrop  and  Mr.  John  Talcott,  commission- 
Coowjcti-  ers  from  Connecticut,  replied,  that,  in  their  opinion,  New- 
^^^  Haven  had  no  just  grounds  of  complaint ;  that  Connecticut 

had  never  designed  them  any  injury,  but  had  made  to  tbem 
the  most  friendly  propositions,  inviting  them  to  share  with 
them  freely  in  all  the  important  and  distinguishing  privi- 
leges, which  they  had  obtained  for  themselves  ;  that  they 
had  sent  committees  amicably  to  treat  with  them ;  that 
they  were  still  treating,  and  would  attend  all  just  and 
friendly  means  of  accommodation. 
Detcrmi-        The  commissioners  of  the  other  colonies,  having  fully 
iiation  of    heard  the  parties,  determined,  that  as  the  colony  of  Ncw- 
miu^n.  Haven  haa  been  "  owned,  in  the  articles  of  confederation, 
as  distinct  from  Connecticut,  and  having  been  so  owned^ 
by  the  colonies  joindy  in  the  present  meeting,  in  all  their 
actings,  they  may  not,  by  any  acts  of  violence,  have  their 
liberty  of  jurisdiction  infringed,  by  any  other  of  the  united 
colonies,  without  breach  of  the  articles  of  confederation ; 
and  that  where  any  act  of  power  hath  been  exerted  against 
their  authority,  that  the  same  ought  to  be  recalled,  and 
their  power  reserved  to  them  entire,  until  such  time,  as,  in 
Sept.  3d.    an  orderly  way,  it  shall  be  otherwise  disposed.*'     With 
respect  to  the  particular  grievances,  mentioned  by  the 
commissioners  of  New-Haven,  the  consideration  of  them 
was  referred  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  commissioners  at 
Hartford.* 
The  Dutch     The  extending  of  the  claims  of  Connecticut  to  all  the 
governor    plantations  upon  Long-Island,  to  West-Chester,  and  the 
of  a  breach  neighbouring  towns,  alarmed  Stuyvesant,  the  Dutch  gov- 
of  the  arti-  ernor.     He,  therefore,  appeared  before  the  commissioners 
clesof       at  Boston,  and  complained  of  the  infraction  of  the  articles? 
^Mui'     ^f  agreement,  concluded  at  Hartford,  between  the  English 
1^50.        and  Dutch,  and  desired  the  commissioners  to  determine, 
whether  they  considered  said  articles  as  binding  the  par^ 
ties  or  not. 
Replj  of       As  this  complaint  respected  Connecticut  more  especially, 
Coanecti-  governor  Winthrop  and  Mr.  Talcott  replied,  in  behalf  of 
their  constituents.     They  pleaded,  that,  as  it  was  an  affiiir 
of  great  concernment,  and  as  Connecticut  had  not  been  cer- 
tified of  any  such  complaint,  and  they  had  no  instructions 
relative  to  the  subject,  the  decision  of  it  might  be  deferred 
until  the  next  meeting  of  the  commissioners. 

*  Records  of  the  tmited  colooiei,  vol.  ii« 
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The  CQiiimisfiioQers  resolved,  that,  saving  their  allegi-  Book^  J. 
ance  to  his  majesty,  and  his  claim  to  the  lands  in  contro-  v^^-v^-^/ 
verey,  and  the  right  of  Conoec;ticut  colony,  by  virtue  of  1663. 
their  charter,  they  did,  for  themselves,  esteem  the  articles  Determi- 
of  agreement,  in  1650,  to  be  binding,  and  that  they  would  ^^  ^ 
not  countenance  the  violation  of  ihero.     They  advised  the  mwsioneit, 
parties  concerned,  to  refer  all  matters,  respecting  the  sub- 
ject, to  the  next  meeting  of  the  commissioners*     In  the 
mean  time,  they  advised,  that  the  articles  of  agreement 
should  .be  observed,  and  that  all  persons  in  the  places  in 
controversy,  should  be  acquitted  from  penalties  and  dam- 
ages, on  the  account  of  their  having  resisted  the  authority 
oFlhe  Dutch** 

Connecticut  was  now  attacked  from  all  quarters.  While 
ibe  colony  was  without  a  royal  grant,  its  neighbours  made 
encroachments  with  impunity ;  and  now,  when  it  extended 
its  claims,  by  virtue  of  regal  authority,  they  all  complain- 
ed, and  took  all  possible  advantage  of  former  encroach- 
ments and  decisions,  at  times  when  they  could  plead  no 
such  authority.  As  all  the  united  colonies,  except  Ply- 
mouth, were  affected  by  the  claims  of  the  colony,  so  they 
were  mutually  interested  in  opposing  and  determining 
against  them. 

As  Connecticut  had  now  claimed  Pawcatuck,  or  South- 
«fton,  and  prohibited  the  exercise  of  any  authority  there, 
except  such  as  was  derived  from  the  legislature  of  that  col- 
ohy,  the  inhabitants  had  exhibited  three  addresses  to  the 
general  court  of  Afassachusetts,  petitioning  for  relief  and 
protection^ 

The  commissioners  from  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Bradstreet 
and  Mr*  Danforth,  laid  the  complaints  and  petitions  before 
the  commissioners  of  the  other  colonies,  and  prayed  for  re- 
lief, according  to  the  provision  made,  in  such  cases,  in  the 
articles  of  confederation. 

The  court  of  commissioners  advised,  that  the  afl^ir 
should  be  respited  for  the  present ;  that  Connecticut  should 
apply  to  the  general  court  of  the  Massachusetts,  for  an  am- 
icaDle  settlement:  and  that,  if  this  should  not  be  effected, 
the  aggrieved  party  might  make  application  to  the  com- 
missioners, at  toeir  next  meeting*  In  the  mean  time,  they 
advised,  that  affieiirs  at  Southcrton,  should  be  managed  ac- 
cording to  their  former  decisions. 

When  the  general  assembly  of  Connecticut  convened,  in  ^^^^\ 
October,  they  paid  particular  attention  to  these  great  ob-  ^t.  8th,' 
jects  of  general  concernment*    Notwithstanding  all  which  i#63. 

*  ilecordi  of  the  ludted  colonies,  toI.  H. 
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Book  I.  had  happened  relative  to  New-Haven,  the  following  act 
v^^>^7W  passed. 

1663.  "  This  court  doth  declare,  that  they  can  do  no  less,  for 
Act  res-  their  own  indemnity,  than  to  manifest  their  dissatisfaction 
&^*^5a  with  the  plantations  of  New-Haven,  Milford,  Guilford, 
j^'— "  Stamford,  and  Branford,  in  their  distinct  standing  from  us, 
in  point  of  government ;  it  being  directly  opposite  to  the 
tenor  of  the  charter,  lately  granted  to  our  colony  of  Con- 
necticut, in  which  these  plantations  are  included.  We  do 
also  expect  their  submission  to  our  government,  according 
to  our  charter,  and  his  majesty's  pleasure  therein  express- 
ed; it  being  a  stated  conclusion  with  the  commissionerS| 
that  jurisdiction  right  goeth  with  patent.  And  whereas, 
the  aforesaid  people  of  New-Haven,  Milford,  Guilford, 
Stamford,  and  Branford,  pretend  they  have  power  of  gov- 
ernment, distinct  from  us,  we  dp  hereby  declare,  that  our 
council  will  be  ready  to  attend  them,  or  a  committee  of 
theirs;  and  if  they  can  rationally  make  it  appear,  that  they 
have  such  power,  and  that  we  have  wroneea  them  accora- 
ing  to  their  complaints,  we  shall  be  ready  to  attend  them 
with  due  satisfaction."^ 

The  assembly  appointed  a  committee  to  draught  a  letter 
to  the  gentlemen  at  New-Haven,  and  to  inclose  to  them  the 
pireceding  resolution. 
Aeeou  Agents  were  sent  tg  this  assembly  from  the  Manhadoes, 

fram  the  to  treat  with  the  legislature,  relative  to  the  differences  sub- 
Cratch,  sisting  between  them  and  the  Dutch.  A  petition,  at  the 
same  time,  was  presented  from  the  English  plantations 
upon  Long-Island,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Dutch,  praying  for 
'  the  protection  and  privileges  of  the  corporation  of  Connec- 
ticut. Upon  which  the  assembly  passed  the  following  re- 
solve ; 

'^  That,  as  they  were  solicitous  to  maintain  the  interests 
and  peace  of  his  majesty's  subjects,  and  yet  to  attend  all 
ways  of  righteousness,  so  that  they  might  hold  a  friendly 
7  correspondence  with  their  neighbours,  at  the  Manhadoes, 

^^  they  would,  for  the  present,  forbear  all  acts  of  authority  to- 

wards the  English  plantations  on  the  west  end  of  Long-Isl- 
and, provided  the  Dutch  would  forbear  to  exercise  any  co- 
ercive power  towards  them;  and  this  court  shall  cease 
from  further  attendance  unto  the  premises,  until  there  be 
a  seasonable  return,  from  the  general  Stevenson,  to  those 
propositions  his  messengers  carried  with  them,  or  untii 
there  be  an  issue  of  the  difference,  between  them  and  iu» 
And,  in  case  the  Dutch  do  unjustly  molest  or  offer  violenc^ 
^.  '        ^nto  them,  we  declare,  that  we  shall  not  be  willing  to  «f^ 
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jOur  countrymen,  his  majcsty^s  natural  born  subjects,  and  Book  L 
his  interests,  interrupted  or  molested,  by  the  Dutch  or  any  v^-v^v^ 
others ;  but  we  shall  address  ourselves,  to  use  such  just    1665. 
and  lawful  means,  as  God  shall,  in  his  wisdom,  offer  to 
our  hands,  for  their  indemnity  and  safety,  until  his  majesty, 
our  sovereign  lord  the  king,  shall  please  to  declare  his  roy- 
al pleasure  for  their  future  settlement.^' 

As  governor  Winthrop  was  now  returned  from  England, 
the  assembly  embraced  the  first  opportunity  to  present 
liim  With  the  thanks  of  the  colony,  for  the  great  pains  he 
had  taken,  and  the  special  services  he  had  rendered  it,  in 
procuring  the  charter. 

'  The  legislature,  determining  to  secure,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  lands  vrithin  the  limits  of  their  charter,  authorised  one 
•Thomas  Pell  to  purchase  of  the  Indian  proprietors  all  that 
tract  between  West-Chester  and  Hudson's  river,  and  the 
iraters  which  made  the  Manhadoes  an  is^land  ;  and  resolvi 
ed,  that  it  should  be  added  to  West-Chester. 

The  towns  on  the  west  end  of  Lon^-island  petitioning  to 
be  under  the  government  of  Connecticut,  the  assembly  de- 
clared, that,  as  the  lines  of  their  patent  extended  to  the  ad- 
joining islands,  they  accepted  those  towns  under  their  ju- 
risdiction. 

It  was  resolved,  in  October,  that  Hammonasset  should  October. 
be  a  town.  The  same  month,  twelve  planters,  principally 
from  Hartford,  Windsor,  and  Guilford,  fixed  their  residence 
there.  It  was  afterwards  named  Killingworth.  At  the 
October  session,  1703,  the  assembly  gave  them  a  patent, 
confirming  to  the  proprietors  all  the  lands  within  the  limits 
pf  the  town.* 

While  these  affairs  were  transacted  in  Connecticut,  the  ^c*-  ^f 
colony  of  New-Haven  persisted  in  their  opposition  to  an  in-  ^^^^ 
corporation  with  that  government.     On  the  22d  of  Octo-  at  New- 
bcr,  their  general  court  convened,  and  governor  Leet  ac-  Haven 
quainted  the  court,  that,  since  the  meeting  of  the  commis-  conn^^tL- 
sioners,  their  committee  had  written  to  Connecticut  to  the  cut. 
following  effect :  That  as  the  commissioners   had  unani- 
mously established  the  confederation,  and  the  distinct  and 
entire  jurisdiction  of  each  confederate  colony,  they  judged, 
that  it  would  not  be  unacceptable  to  present  to  theur  gene- 
ral assembly  our  request,  that  they  would  act  in  conformi- 
ty to  the  advice  of  the  commissioners,  and  recal  all  former 
acts,  inconsistent  with  their  determinations.     They  insist- 
ed, that  a  compliance  with  their  wishes  would  be  no  ob- 

•  The  name  origmaUy  deiigned  wai  Kennelworth,  and  thin  it  ii  writ- 
ten, for  •ome  years,  oq  the  recordi  of  the  colooy,  but  by  mistake  it  wvi- 
yeeorded  XiBiDpr9rth,  an^  tbjt  name  finally  prei^M.  ^^ 
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Book  Lstruction   to  an  amicable  treaty;  but  th^t  its  tendency 
\^"v^w/  would  be  sooner  to  effect  the  union,  which  they  desired : 
1663.    That  it  could,  by  no  means,  endanger  their  patent,  nor  any 
of  their  chartered  rights;  and  that  they  had  the  counte- 
nangs  of  all  the  confederates,  to  apologize  for  them  in  their 
present  reauest,  and  in  maintaining  their  rights,  as  a  dis- 
tinct jurisaiction.     Governor  Leet  further  certified  the 
court,  that  their  committee  had  desired  an  answer  to  their 
letter,  before  the  present  session  of  their  general  court, 
and  previously  to  their  answering  the  proposals  made  to 
them  by  Connecticut. 
Thefr«cr       The  freemen  of  the  colony  of  New-Haven  were  not  only 
temin^to  ^PP^^^^  ^^  ^^  incorporation  with  Connecticut,  but  even  to 
hold  DO      treating  with  them,  under  the  then  present  circumstances, 
luiiber  Xhe  court,  after  a  long  and  serious  debate,  considering, 

wluJthat  ^^^  ^'^  general  court  of  Connecticut  had  not  compliM 
colony,  ^i^h  (h^'i*  request,  but  still  claimed  a  right  of  jurisdiction 
over  them,  and  countenanced  the  malcontents  in  their  sev- 
eral towns,  were  decidedly  against  any  further  treaty.  The 
following  resolution  was  aoopted.  '^  That  no  treaty  be 
made,  by  this  colony,  with  Connecticut,  before  such  acts  of 
power,  exerted  by  them,  upon  any  of  our  towns,  be  revo* 
Red  and  recalled,  according  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Win- 
throp's  letter  engaging  the  same,  the  commissioners'  de- 
termination, and  our  frequent  desires.^' 
Order  that  The  court  ordered,  that  the  magistrates,  or  other  ofr 
rates  shall  ^gj.g  ^jj^^g  there  were  no  magistrates,  should  issue  war- 
rants,  according  to  law,  to  attach  the  personal  estate  ot 
those  who,  upon  legal  demand,  had  refused,  or  should  re^ 
fuse  to  make  payment  of  their  rates.  It  was  provided, 
that,  in  case  of  resistance  and  forcible  rescue,  violence 
should  not  be  used  to  the  shedding  of  blood,  unless  it  were 
in  a  nian's  own  defence.  The  court  further  determined  to 
make  application  to  his  majesty  for  redress.  The  plaa 
adopted  by  the  court,  as  circumstances  then  were,  was  to 
petition  the  king  for  a  bill  of  exemption  from  the  govern^ 
ment  of  Connecticut,  and  to  leave  tne  affair  of  procuring  a 
patent,  for  that  colonv,  to  the  wisdom  of  their  agents  ii) 
England,  as  they  should  judge  to  be  most  expedient. 

A  tax  of  300  pounds  was  levied  upon  the  colony,  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  them  to  prosecute  the  affair  before  his 
majesty  in  council. 

A  day  of  extraordinary  fasting  and  prayer  was  appotet- 
ed  to  supplicate  divine  mercv,  for  the  amicted  people  of 
God  universally,  and  especially  for  themselves,  that  they 
mieht  be  directed  to  the  proper  means  of  obtaining  an  es- 
tablished and  permanent  enjoyment  of  their  just  nghts  aQ4 
privilegest 
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The  affairs  of  the  colony  of  New-Haven  were  now  *x-  Book  I. 
ceedingly  embarrassed,  and  approaching  to  an  important  v^^S/^^ 
crisis.     The  colony   was  much  in  debt.     Taxes  had  not    1663. 
been  punctually  collected.     Many  were  disaffected  with  Embar- 
the  government,  and  refused  to  pay  any  thing  for  its  sup-'^Jf^ 
port.     When  the  oflScers  of  New-Haven  attempted  to  col-^ew-Ha- 
iect  the  taxes,  which  had  been  imposed,  they  repaired  to  Ten. 
Connecticut  for  protection ;  and,  with  too  little  appearance 
of  justice,   or  brotherly  affection,   were  protected,  by  its 
legislature.     Indeed  the  colony  was  so  reduced,  that  it 
couk  not  pay  the  stated  salaries  of  its  principal  officers. 
While  the  court  expressed  their  ardent  desires,  were  it  in 
their  power,  to  give  the  governors  the  full  salary,  which 
bad  been  usual^  yet,  considering  the  low  state  of  the  colo* 
ny,  and  the  numbers  withdrawn  from  them,  they  judged 
they  were  not  able  to  give  the  governor  more  than  forty 
pounds,  and  the  deputy  governor  not  more  than  ten. 

No  sooner  did  the  officers  begin  to  distrain  the  rates  of  Alarm  at 
those  who  refused  to  pay,  than  it  produced  the  most  alarm-  9"**^'?'^ 
ing  and  daneerous  consequences.     One  John  Rossiter  of  ^^^1^^^* 
Guilford,  andhis  son,  bola  and  disorderly  men,  who  had  Haven, 
been  punished  for  misdemeanors,  by  the  authority  of  the  I>ec.  30th, 
colony  of  New-Haven,  made  a  journey  to  Hartford,  and  ob- 
tained two  of  the  magistrates  of  Connecticut,  a  constable, 
and  several  others,  to  come  down  to  Guilford, *on  the  night 
of  the  30th  of  December.     By  firine  a  number  of  guns  ia 
the  night,  they  greatly  alarmed  and  disturbed  the  town. 
Some  of  the  men,  from  Connecticut,  were  rou^h,  and  used 
high  and  threatening  language.     In  such  a  crisis,  governor 
Leet  judged  it  expedient  to  send  immediately  to  Branford 
and  New-Haven,  for  assistance.     Both  the  towns  were  a- 
larmed,  in  the  dead  time  of  night,  and  forwarded  men  to 
the  aid  of  the  governor.     The  governor  and  magistrates 
conducted  affiiirs  with  such  moderation  and  prudence,  that 
QO  mischief  was  done.     The  gentlemen  from  Connecticut 
remonstrated  arainst  collecting  taxes  from  those,  who  had 
been  taken  unoer  the  protection  of  that  colony,   and  de- 
sired New-Haven  to  suspend  the  affair  for  further  conside- 
ration. 

Governor  Leet  therefore  convoked  a  special  court,  at  General 
New-Haven,  on  the  7th  of  January,  1664.     He  opened  SP"*^** 
the  public  business,  by  acquainting  the  court,  that  it  was  veTjan." 
tM  earnest  desire  of  the   magistrates  from  Connecticut,  7th,' 1664. 
and  of  Mr.  Rossiter  and  his  son,  that  the  act  of  the  general 
court  of  New-Haven,  relative  to  the  distraining  of  taxes, 
might  be  suspended,  until  there  could  be  another  confer- 
ence betvreen  the  colonics  ;  at  which,  they  were  in  expcc- 
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B60K  L  tatiorr,  that  all  difficulties  might  be  amicably  settled.    He 
s^^v'^w/  also  laid  before  the  court  the  representations  which   the 
1663^    gentlemen  from  Connecticut  had  made  of  the  great  danger 
Uiere  would  be,  in  carrying  that  act  into  execution,  in  di- 
rect opposition  to"  the  authority  of  Connecticut.     It  was  de» 
sired,  tnat  the  court  would  maturely  consider  the  affair. 
The  court  insisted,  that  all  former  treaties  with  Connec- 
Penists  in  ^^^"^  ^^^  been  without  any  good  effect ;  and  persisted  in 
iu  resoiu-  the  resohition,  that,  until  the  members,  which  bad  been  so 
tioDnotto  unrighteously  taken  from  them,  should  be  restored,  they 
ConMcti-  would  hold  no  further  treaty  with  that  colony.*     Mr.  Da- 
cut,  venport  and  Mr.  Street  were  appointed  to  make  a  draught 
of  their  grievances,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Greneral  Assem- 
bly of  Connecticut.     It  was  to  be  examined  and  approved 
by  such  a  number  of  their  committee,  as  could  be  conven- 
ed upon  the  occa:sion«     They  drew  up  a  long  and  sensible 
statement  remonstrance,  which  they  termed  "  New-Haven  case  sta- 
of  New-     TED."     The  subject  was  introduced  with  a  declaration  to 
this  effect :  That  it  was  their  deep  sense  of  the  injuries, 
which  the  colony  had  suffered^  by  the  claims  and  encroach- 
liients,  which  had  been  made  upon  their  just  prerogatives 
and  privileges,-  which   had  induced  them,  unanimously, 
though  with  great  reluctance,  to  declare  their  grievances 
unto  them<     They  proceeded  then,  .to  declare,  that  they 
settled  at  New-Haven,  with  the  consent  of  Connecticut ; 
had  purchased  the  whole  tract  of  land,  which  they  had  set- 
tled upon  the  sea  coast,  of  the  Indians,  the  original  propri- 
etors of  the  soil ;  and  had  quietly  possessed  it  nearly  six 
and  twenty  years  :  That  they  had  expended  great  estates,- 
in  clearing,  fencing,  and  cultivating  the  lands,  without  any 
assistance  from  Connecticut ;  and  had  formed  themselves, 
by  voluntary  compact,  into  a  distinct  commonwealth.  They 
then   proceeded  to  state  a  great  variety  of  instances,  in 
which  Connecticut,  the  united  colonies,  the  parliapBent,* 
and  protector,  the  king,  and  his  council,  had  owned  tfaenr 
as  a  distinct  colony.     They  insisted  tliat,  notwithstanding, 
they  had  now  procured  a  patent  including  New-Haveo, 
not  only  without  their  concurrence,  but  contrary  to  their 
minds,  previously  expressed ;  contrary  to  the  express  ar- 
ticles of  the  confederation,  and  to  their  own  engagements, 
not  to  include  them  in  the  charter.     Further  they  affirmed, 
that  Mr.  Winthrop,  before  his  departure  for  England,  had, 
by  his  letters,  given  assurance,  that  it  was  not  desi^nedfb 
include  New-Haven  in  the  patent ;  and  that  the  magistrates 
of  Connecticut  had  agreed,  that,  if  the  patent  should  in- 
clude them,  they  should  be  at  full  liberty  to  incorporate 
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with  them  or  not,  as  should  be  most  agreeable  to  their  in-  Boor  L 
clinations.  They  alledsed  that,  contrary  to  all  the  prem-  ^^^^'sr^*^ 
ises,  to  justice,  to  good  faith,  to  brotherly  kindness,  to  the  1664. 
peace  and  order  of  church  and  commonwealth,  Connect- 
icut, even  in  their  first  assembly,  proceeded  to  the  dis- 
memberment of  the  colony  of  New-Haven,  by  receiving 
its  members  from  Stamford,  Guilford,  and  Southhoid : 
That,  after  such  dismemberment,  they  had  preposterously 
pretended  to  treat  with  them  relative  to  an  union :  And 
that,  after  a  conference  with  the  committee  from  Connecti- 
cut, and  the  reading  of  their  charter,  it  did  not  appear  that 
they  were  so  much  as  mentioned,  or  that  it  had  any  refer- 
ence to  them.  They  declared  that,  in  a  full  persuasion  of 
his  majesty's  pleasure,  to  continue  them  a  distinct  jurisdic- 
tion, they  had  assured  the  committee  of  their  design  to  ap- 
peal to  him,  and  know  his  royal  purpose  :  That,  though 
they  immediately  sent  their  appeal ;  yet  that,  out  of  ten- 
der respect  to  the  peace  and  honor  of  Mr.  Winthrop,  they 
advised  their  friends,  in  England,  to  acouaint  him  with 
their  papers,  that  he  might  adopt  some  enectual  expedi- 
ent, to  compromise  the  unhappy  differences  between  the 
two  colonies :  And  that  it  was  on  the  account  of  Mr.  Win- 
throp's  engagements  to  their  friends,  that  their  rights  and 
interests  should  not  be  disquieted  nor  injured,  that  the  ap- 
peal to  his  majesty  was  then  suspended**  From  a  state<r 
ment  of  these,  and  some  other  facts  and  circumstances, 
they  attempted  to  demonstrate  their  rights,  as  a  distinct 
colony,  and  the  injustice,  unfiaiithfulness,  ingratitude,  and 
cruelty  of  Connecticut,  in  their  claims  upon  them,  and  in 
the  manner  of  their  prosecuting  them*  Their  beginning 
to  dismember  their  colony,  by  receiving  and  protecting 
Aeir  subjects  and  malcontents,  previous  to  any  treaty 
with  them ;  their  appointing  officers,  creating  animosities, 
and  raising  alarms  in  their  several  towns,  were  especially 
insisted  on,  as  contrary  to  all  their  covenants,  as  brethren 
tnd  confederates,  and  contrary  to  all  order,  peace,  and 
justice* 

The  General  Assembly  of  Connecticut  at  their  session  Atsembly 
in  May,  avowed  their  claim  to  Long-Island,  as  one  of  the  *.*  Connec- 
adjoiauig  islands  mentioned  in  their  charter,  except  some  ^yij^ 
preceding  right  should  appear,  approved  by  his  majesty* 
Officers  were  appointed,  by  the  court  at  Hampstead,  Ja- 
maica, Newtown,  Flushing,  Oyster-Bay,  and  all  the  towns  General 
upoa  the  west  end  of  the  island*  election  tt 

Upon  the  general  election  at  New- Haven,  the  freemen  N«w-Ha- 
yroceeded  to  the  choice  of  their  civil  officers,  as  bad  been  ^tb.  ^ 
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usual.  Governor  Leet  was  rechoscn,  and  Mr.  William' 
Jones  was  elected  deputy-governor.  Matthew  Gilbert^ 
Esq.  the  former  deputy-governor,  Mr.  Benjamin  Fenn, 
Mr.  Jasper  Crane,  Mr.  Treat,  and  Mr.  Nash,  were  ap- 
pointed magistrates.  The  two  last  would  not  accept  the 
office.  The  governor  and  deputy-governor  were  chosen 
commissioners  for  the  nezd  meeting  at  Hartford.  The  col« 
ony  was  now  become  so  weak,  atid  (be  afiairs  of  it  so  em- 
barrassed, by  the  claims  and  proceedings  of  Connecticut, 
that  the  general  court  either  did  no  business,  or  judged  it 
expedient  to  put  nothing  upon  record. 

In  this  situation  of  anairs,  an  event  took  place,  which 
alarmed  all  the  New-England  colonies,  and  at  once  chang- 
ed the  opinions  of  the  commissioners,  and  of  New- Haven, 
with  respect  to  their  incorporation  with  Connecticut. 

King  Charles  the  second,  on  the  13th  of  March,  1664^ 
gave  a  patent  to  his  brother,  the  Duke  of  York  and  Alba-, 
ny,  of  several  extensive  tracts  of  land,  in  North  America, 
the  boundaries  of  which  are  thus  described^ 

^'  All  that  part  of  the  main  knd  of  New-England,  begin- 
ning at  a  certain  place,  caUed  and  known  by  the  name  of 
St.  Croix,  next  adjoining  to  New-England  in  America,  and 
from  thence  extending  along  the  sea  coast  unto  a  certain 
place  called  Pemaquie  or  Pemaquid,  and  so  up  the  river 
thereof,  to  the  furthest  head  of  the  same,  as  it  tendeth  north- 
ward ;  and  extending  from  thence  to  the  river  Kembequin, 
and  saupwards  by  the  shortest  course  to  the  river  Canada, 
northward  ^  and  also,  all  that  island  or  islands,  commonly 
called  by  the  general  name  or  names  of  Meitowax,  or 
Long-Island,  situate  and  being  toward  the  west  of  Cape 
Cod,  and  the  narrow  Hi^hgansets,  abutting  upon  the  main 
land  between  the  two  rivers  there  called  or  known  by  the 
several  names  of  Connecticut  and  Hudson's  river,  and  all 
the  land  from  the  west  side  of  Connecticut  river  to  the  east 
side  of  Delaware  bay,  and  also  all  those  several  islands 
called  or  known  by  the  names  of  Martin's  Vineyard  or 
Nantucks,  otherwise  Nantucket :  together,"  &c. 

The  concern  of  the  Duke  of  York  for  his  property,  the 
aversion  both  of  his  majesty  and  the  duke  to  tne  Dutch, 
with  the  differences  between  them  and  the  New-Encland 
colonies,  made  an  expedition  against  the  New-NetheriaDds 
a  prime  object  of  their  attention*  Though  bis  majesty 
kingOharles  II.  was  an  indolent  prince,  devoted  to* dissi- 
pation and  pleasure,  yet,  under  the  influence  of  these  ^o« 
tives,  an  armament  was  soon  prepared,  and  a  fleet  dis- 
patched to  New-England,  for  the  reduction  of  the  Dutch 
settlements  oa  the  continent.    Colonel  Richard  Nichols 
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vras  chief  commander  of  the  fleet  and  army.    Colonel  Book  L 
Nichols  had  not  only  a  commission,  for  the  reduction  of  v^^^-n^-x^ 
the  Dutch  plantations,  and  the  government  of  them,  but  he,    }664. 
with  George  Cartwrith,  Esq.  Sir  Robert  Carr,  and  Samuel  Commis- 
Maverick,  Esq.  were  appointed  commissioners,  by  his  ma- "?"«" 
jesty,  and  vested  with  extraordinary  powers,  for  visiting  tJaorSna- 
the  New-England  colonies ;  hearing  and  determining  aUrypowcn. 
matters  of  complaint  and  controversy  between  them,  and 
settling  the  country  in  peace.* 

Colonel  Nichols  arrived  at  Boston,  with  the  fleet  and  Colonel 
troops  under  his  command,  on  the  23d  of  July,  i«4.     He  ^>cho*» 
immediately  communicated  his  commission  to  the  colonies,  Boiton  ^ 
and  his  majesty's  requisition  of  troops,  to  assist  in  the  ex-  July  23d. 
pedition  against  the  Dutch.     He  then  sailed  for  the  New- 
NetherlanoA,  and  on  the  20th  of  August,  made  a  demand  of  Demanda 
the  town   and  forts  upon  the  island  of  Manhadoos.     Heasurren- 
had  previously  sent  letters  to  governor  Winlhrop  to  join^^^'^J^ 
him,  at  the  west  end  of  Long-Island.     Governor  W inthrop,  towiTat 
with  several  of  the  magistrates  and  principal  gentlemen  oftb«  Man- 
Connecticut,  joined  him,  according  to  bis  wishes.  hadoe*. 

Stuyvesant,  the  Dutch  governor,  was  an  old  soldier,  and' 
bad  he  been  better  prepared,  and  the  people  united,  doubt- 
less would  have  made  a  brave  defence.  But  he  had  no 
intimations  of  the  design,  until  the  8th  of  July,  when  he 
received  intelligence.  Chat  a  fleet  of  three  or  four  ships  of 
war,  with  three  hundred  and  fifty  soldiers  on  board,  were 
about  to  sail  from  Eneland,  against  the  Dutch  settlements. 
Upon  this,  he  immediately  oraered  that  the  forts  should  be 
put  into  a  state  of  defence,  and  sent  out  spies  into  several 
parts  of  ConnecticXit,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  further  in<^ 
tormation.  Indeed,  the  tradition  has  been,  that  the  Dutch 
governor,  apprehending  the  danger  in  which  all  the  Dutch 
planUtions  would  immediately  be,  on  the  arrival  of  the 
fleet,  should  the  colonies  unite  a^inst  them,  came  to  Hart- 
ford to  negotiate  a  neutrality  with  Connecticut ;  and  that 
he  was  there  when  he  received  the  news  of  the  arrival  of 
the  fleet  at  Boston.  The  story  has  been,  that  he  made  his 
departure  in  the  night,  and  returned  with  the  utmost  expe- 
dition. 

He  was  eKtreiaely  opposed  to  a  surrender  of  the  fortDatchgov^ 
and  toirn^    Instead  of  submitting  to  the  summons  at  first  «rnorop- 
scnt  him,  he  drew  up  a  long  statement  of  the  Dutch  claims,  JJ^^j^l^^ 
aod  their  indubitable  right  to  the  counUy.    He  insisted 
that,  had  die  king  of  England  known  the  justice  of  their 
claims,  he  never  would  have  adopted  such  measures  against 
them.     He  concluded,  by  assuring  colonel  Nichols,  th^t 

^  ^o.  ziii.  and  hif  majeitj^s  letter  No.  xiy. 
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Book  I.  he  should  not  submit  to  his  demands,  nor  fear  any  evils, 
%^r>r^^  but  such  as  God,  in  his  providence,  should  inflict  upon 

1 064*    him.* 

Colonel  Nichols,  in  his  first  summons,  had,  in  his  ma- 
jesty ^s  name,  given  assurance,  that  the  Dutch,  upon  theip 
^        submission,  should  be  safe,  as  to  life,  liberty,  and  property. 
Governor  Winthrop  also  wrote  a  letter  to  the  governor  and 
council,  advising  them  to  surrender*     But  they  were  care* 
All  to  secrete  the  writings  from  the  people,  test  the  easy 
terms  proposed,  should  induce  them  to  surrender.      The 
burgo-masters  and  people  desired  to  know  of  the  governor, 
what  was  the  import  of  the  writings  he  had  received,  and 
lAetmoBe  especially  of  the  letter  from  governor  Winthrop.      The 
Jaka*         Dutch  ffovernor  and  his  council  giving  them  no  intelligence, 
they  solicited  it  still  more  earnestly.     The  governor,  irri-p 
tated  at  this,  in  a  paroxysm  of  anger,  tore  the  letter  in  pie- 
ces.    Upon  which  the  people  protested  against  his  con** 
duct,  and  all  its  consequences. 
The  com-       While  the  governor  and  his  council  were  thus  contend- 
niiikNiera  jng  with  the  burgo-masters  and  people,,  in  the  town,  the 
praclama-  ^"g'^s*^  Commissioners  caused  a  proclamation  to  be  pub- 
tiQo,         lished,  in  the  country,  encouraging  the  inhabitants  to  sub- 
mit to  his  majesty^s  government.     This  promised  to  all  the 
inhabitants,   who  would  become   subject  to  his  majesty, 
"  that  they  should  be  protected  by  his  majesty's  laws  and 
justice,  and  peaceably  enioy  whatever  GocPs  blessing,  and 
their  honest  indusfir,  had  furnished  them  with,  and  all  the 
other  privileges  with  his  majesty's  English  subjects." 
The  Dutch     The  colonel,  finding  that  the  Dutch  governor  was  deters 
AiDtter-     >°i"e^»  if  possible,  to  keep  his  station,  sent  officers  to  Jar 
dajD,  fori  maica,  Hampstead,  and  other  towns,  upon  the  island,  to 
Orftnce.     beat  up  for  volunteers.     Captain  Hugh  Hyde,  whocom- 
•■^      *w.  n^anded  the  ships,  had  orders  to  proceed  to  the  reduction 
^n!o7u  ^^  ^^^  '^'^•t      Troops  were  raised  in  New-England,  audi 
najes^^i  ready  to  march  upon  the  first  notice.     Two  thirds  of*  the 
arms,  and  inhabitants  upon  JLong-lsland  were  English  subjects,  aad 
^^^      wished  for  the  success  of  his  majesty's  arms.      They  were 
wo^tf.    readyt  if  necessary,  to  aflbrd  their  immediate  assistance* 
In  such  circumstances,  opposition  would  have  been  mad- 
ness.    The  Dutch  therefore,  on  the  37th  of  August,  $ab- 
mitted  on  terms  of  capitulatiotu  The  articles  secured  tbem  ' 
in  the  enjoyment  of  liberty  of  conscience  in  divine  iror« 
ship,  and  their  own  mode  of  discipline.      The  Dutch  gov- 
ernor and  people  became  English  subjects,  enjoyed  their 
estates,  and  all  the  i^vileges  of  Englishmen,     ypoa  tl^a 

♦Smith's  History  of  New-York,  p.  12,  I4. 
•t  The  same,  p.  10,23. 
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surrender  of  the  town  of  New- Amsterdam,  it  was  named  Book  I. 
New- York,  in  honor  to  the  duke  of  York.  s^-v-^k/ 

Part  of  the  armament  immediately  sailed  up  the  river,  1G64. 
under  the  command  of  Carteret,  to  fort  Orange,  or  Aura- 
nia.  This  surrendered  on  the  24th  of  September*  This 
was  named  Albany,  in  honor  to  the  duke  of  York  and  Alba* 
ny.  Sir  Robert  Carr  proceeded  with  another  division  of 
the  fleet  to  Delaware.  He  obliged  the  Dutch  and  Swedes 
to  capitulate,  and  deliver  up  their  respective  garrisons,  on 
the  1st  of  October.  Upon  this  day,  the  whole  of  New- 
Netherlands  became  subject  to  the  crown  of  England. 
The  Dutch,  who  before  had  given  so  much  trouble  to  the 
Enelish  colonists^  from  this  time,  commenced  their  loyal 
ancCpeaceable  fellow  subjects. 

The  short  time  the  commissioners  tarried  at  Boston,  be- 
fore they  proceeded  upon  their  expedition  against  the 
Dutch,  was  sufiicient  to  discover  something  of  their  extra- 
ordinary powers,  and  such  a  taste  of  the  high  and  arbitra- 
ry manner  in  which  they  conducted,  as  spread  a  general 
alarm,  and  awakened,  ia  the  colonies,  serious  apprehen- 
sions for  their  liberties.      Mr.  Whiting,  who  was  at  Bos-  New*  ind 
ton^  and  learned  much  of  their  temper,  was  sent  back,  in  ^^'^ 
haste,  to  eive  information  of  the  danger,  in  which,  it  was  ton. 
apprehended,  the  colonies  all  were ;  to  advise  New-Haven 
to  incorporate  with  Connecticut,  without  delay ;   and  to 
make  a  Joint  exertion  for  the  preservation  of  their  chart- 
ered rights.    This  was  presseci,  not  only  as  absolutely  ne- 
cessary for  New-Havepi  but  for  the  general  safety  of  the 
country. 

In  consequence  of  this  intelligence,  a  general  court  was  General 
convened  at  New-Haven,  on  the  11th  of  August,  1664.  court  at 
Governor  Leet  communicated  the  intelligence  which  he  New-Hav- 
had  received  from  their  friends  at  Boston.    He  acquainted  t^li^''^* 
them  that  Ifr.  Whiting  and  Mr.  Bull  had  made  a  visit  to 
New-Haven,  and  in  their  own  names,  and  in  behalf  of  the 
magistrates  of  Connecticut,  pressed  their  immediate  sub- 
jection to  their  government.     Further,  the  court  was  certi- 
fied, that  after  some  treaty  with  those  gentlemen,  their 
committee  had  eiven  an  answer,  purporting,  that,  if  Con- 
necticut would,  in  his  majesty's  name,  assert  their  claim  to 
the  colony  of  New-Haven,  and  secure  them  in  the  full  en-^ 
joyment  of  all  the  immunities,  which  they  had  proposed, 
and  engage  to  make  a  united  exertion,  for  the  preservation 
of  their  chartered  rights,  they  would  make  their  submis- 
sion.   After  a  long  debate  the  court  resolved,  that,  if  Con- 
necticut should  come  and  assert  their  claim,  as  had  been 
aereed,  they  would  submit  until  the  meeting  of  the  com» 
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Book  L  missioners  of  the  united  colonies.     The  magistrates  and 
v,^-N/^w/  principal  gentlemen  of  the  colony,  seem  to  have  been  sen- 
1664.    sible,  not  only  of  the  expediency,  but  necessity  of  an  in-> 
corporation  with  Connecticut.     The  opposition,  however, 
was  60  general  among   the  people,  that  nothing  further 
could  be  effected. 
Connecti-       The  court  of  commissioners  was  so  near  at  hand,  that 
^"*'t"       governor  Winthrop  and  his  council  judged  it  not  ezpedi- 
^abst  the  ^"^  ^o  make  any  further  demands  upon  New-Haven,  until 
flittiog  of   their  advice  could  be  known.     However,  when  the  gene- 
the  com-    ral  assembly  met,  early  in  September,  they  passed  a  re- 
of  New-"  monstrance  against  the  sitting  of  governor  Leet  and  depu- 
Haveo.      ly  governor  Jones  with   the   commissioners.     In  the  re« 
monstrance  they  declared,  that  New-Haven  was  not  a  colo- 
ny, but  a  part  of  Connecticut,  and  avowed  their  claim  to 
it  as  such.     They  insisted,  that  owning  that  as  a  colony, 
distinct  from  Connecticut,  after  his  majesty  had,   by  bis 
letters  patent,  incorporated  it  with  that  colony,  was  incon- 
sistent with  the  king's  pleasure ;  would  endanger  the  rights 
of  all  the  colonies,  and  especially  the   charter-rights  of 
Connecticut.     The  assembly,  at  the  same  time,  declared, 
that  they  would  have  a  tender  regard  to   their  honored 
friends  and  brethren,  at  New-Haven,  and  exert  themselves 
to  accommodate  them,  with  all  the  immunities  and  privi-^ 
leges  which  were  conveyed  by  their  charter.  • 

On  the  1st  of  September,  the  court  of  commissioners 
Court  of  jjjgj  ^^  Hartford.  The  commissioners  from  New-Haven 
fiioners  were  allowed  their  scats  with  the  other  confederates.  The 
meets  case  of  New-Haven  and  Connecticut  was  fully  heard,  and 
5!P*'  ^  t!i  ^^^"S'^  ^^^  court  did  not  approve  of  the  manner,  in  which 
^  iTCedr  Connecticut  had  proceeded,  yet  they  earnestly  pressed  a 
mica  of  Speedy  and  amicable  union  of  the  two  colonies.  They 
^^<«necti-  represented,  that  the  divine  honor,  and  the  welfare  of  all 
New^^Ha-  ^^  colonies,  as  well  as  their  own,  were  greatly  concerned 
ven.  in  the  event. 

To  remove  all  obstructions  on  their  part,  the  commis- 
sioners recommended  it  to  the  general  courts  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Plymouth,  that,  in  case  the  colony  of  New-Ha- 
ven shguld  incorporate  with  Connecticut,  they  might  then 
be  owned  as  one  colony,  and  send  two  commissiotners  to 
each  meeting;  and  that  the  determinations  of  any  foar<^ 
the  six,  should  be  equally  binduig  on  the  confederates,  as 
the  conclusions  of  six  out  ofeignt^  had  been  before.  It 
was  also  proposed  to  the  court,  that  the  meeting,  which  of 
course  had  been  at  New-Haven,  should  be  at  Hartford.* 

*  Records  of  the  united  colonies.    It  wat  determined,  4it  this  coarty 
t^t  their  jneclings,  for  the  iiiture,  should  be  triwioiil. 
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In  compliance  with  the  advice  of  the  commissioners,  gov-  Book  I. 
ernor  Leet  convened  the  general  court  at  New-Haven,  on  s-^-n/^w/ 
the    14th  of  September,  and   communicated  the  advice    1664. 
which  had  been  given,  and  papers  from  the  committee  of  General 
Connecticut,  advising  and  urging  them  to  unite.     They  ^g^'^.^j^ 
referred  it  to  their  most  serious  consideration,  whether,  if  veo. 
the  king^s  commissioners  should  visit  them,  they  would  not 
be  much  better  able  to  vindicate  their  liberty  and  just 
rights,  in  union  with  Connecticut,  under  a  royal  patent, 
than  in  their  then  present  circumstances.     Many  insisted.  No  vou 
notwithstanding,  "  That  to  stand  as  God  had  kept  ihem  to  ^J|*^*. 
that  time  was  their  best  way."     Others  were  entirely  of  jon. 
the  contrary  opinion,  and  after  the  fullest  discussion  of  the 
subject,  no  vote  for  union  or  treaty  could  be  obtained. 

New-Haven  and  Branford  were  more  fixed  and  obsti-  Grouadt 
nate  in  their  opposition  to  an  incorporation  with  Connec- J^^PP^ 
ticut,  than  any  of  the  other  towns  in  that  colony.  Mr.  union  witb 
Davenport  and  Mr.  Pierson  seem  to  have  been  among  its  Cooncctir 
chief  supporters.  They,  with  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  ^'**' 
the  colony,  were  more  rigid,  with  respect  to  the  terms  of  ' 
church  communion,  than  the  ministers  and  churches  of 
Connecticut  generally  were.  The  ministers  and  churches 
in  Connecticut  were,  a  considerable  number  of  them,  in 
favor  of  the  propositions  of  the  general  council,  which  met 
at  Cambridge,  in  1662,  relative  to  the  baptism  of  children, 
whose  parents  were  not  in  full  communion.  The  minis- 
ters and  churches  of  New-Haven  were  univejrsally  and  ut- 
terly against  them.  Mr.  Davenport,  and  others  in  this 
colony,  were  also  strong  in  the  opinion,  that  all  govern- 
ment should  be  in  the  church.  No  person  in  this  colony 
could  be  a  fireeman,  nnless  he  were  a  member  in  full  com- 
munion. But  in  Connecticut,  all  orderly  persons,  possess- 
ing a  freehold  to  a  certain  amount,  might  be  made  free  of 
the  corporation.  Those  gentlemen,  who  were  so  strong 
in  the  opposition,  were,  doubtless,  jealous  that  an  union 
would  mar  the  purity,  order,  and  beauty  of  their  churches, 
and  have  an  ill  influence  on  the  civil  administrations.  The 
removal  of  the  seat  of  government  ;  the  apprehension 
which  some  had  of  losing  their  places  of  trust  and  general 
ii^uence ;  with  strong  prejudices  and  passions  against 
Connecticut,  on  account  of  the  injuries,  which  it  was  con- 
ceived it  had  done  the  colony,  all  operated  in  forming  the 
opposition.  Besides,  it  was  a  painful  reflection,  that,  af- 
ter they  had  been  at  so  much  pains  and  expense  to  form 
and  support  themselves  as  a  distinct  commonwealth,  and 
bad  been  so  many  years  owned  as  one,  their  existence  must 
cease  and  their  name  be  obliterated. 
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Book  I.      This  event,  however,  was  hastening,  and  grew  more  and 
v^^N^-<w^  more  urgent.     Milford,  at  this  time,  broke  off  from  them^ 
1664.    d^d  Would  no  more  send  either  magistrate  or  deputies  to  the 
general  court.     Mr.  Richard  Law,  a  principal  gentleman 
at  Stamford,  also  deserted  them. 
ANembly       In  this  state  of  affairs,  the  general  assembly  of  Connecti- 
meeu        cut  convened,   on  the  13th  of  October.     This  was  an  ioi- 
j^^^f***'  portanl  crisis  with  the  colony.     In  few  instances,  have  so 
taot  crisis  many  important  objects  of  consideration,  atone  time,  pre* 
wiUiCon-  sentcd  themselves  to  a  legislature.     Their  liberties  were 
necticat.    jjqj  Qjjiy  jq  equal  danger  with  those  of  their  sister  colonies, 
from  the  extraordinary  powers,  and  arbitrary  dispositions 
and  measures  of  the  king^s  commissioners,  but  the  duke  of 
York,  a  powerful  antagonist,  had  received  a  patent,  cover- 
ing Long-Island  and  all  that  part  of  the  colony   west  of 
Connecticut  river.     The  Massachasetts  were  encroaching 
upon  them   on   their   noithern   and  eastern   boundaries. 
William  and  Anne,  the  duke  and  dutchcss  of  Hamilton, 
had  petitioned  his  majesty  to  restore  to  them  the  tract  of 
country  granted  to  their  father,  James,  marquis  of  Hamil- 
ton, in  the  year  1635  ;  and  his  majesty  had,  on  the  6th  of 
May,  1664,  referred  the  case  to  the  determination  of  colo- 
nel Nichols  and  the  other  commissioners.*     Besides,  (be 
state  of  affairs  with  New-Haven  was  neither  comfortable 
nor  safe. 
Arts  of  In  these  circumstances,  the  legislature  viewed  it  as  a  point 

the  Msem-  of  capital  importance  to  conciliate  the  commissioners,  and 
pi^tine'     o^^*'^  the  good  graces  of  his  majesty.     For  this  purpose, 
the  com-    they  ordered  a  present  of  five  hundred  bushels  of  com,  to 
mifsioners,  be  made  to  the  Icing's  commissioners.     A  large  committee 
chu!c«9     wasappointed  to  settle  the  boundaries  between  Connecti- 
Sl  Rhode-  cut  and  the  duke  of  York.     A  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Island.       Allen,  Mr.  Wyllys,  Mr.  Talcott,  and  Mr.  Newbury,  was 
also  appointed  to  settle  the  boundary  line  between  this 
colony  and  Massachusetts,  and  between  Connecticut  and 
Rhode-Island.     They  were  instructed  not  to  give  away  any 
part  of  the  lands,  included  within  the  limits  of  the  charter. 
Respect-        Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Allen,  and  the  secretary,  were  author- 
Ha>^r^'    *^^^  ^^  proceed  to  New-Haven,  and,  by  order  of  the  gen- 
eral  assembly,  "  in  his  majesty's  name,  to  require  the  in- 
habitants of  New-Haven,  Milford,  Branford,  Guilford,  and 
Stamford,  to  submit  to  the  government  established  by  his 
majesty's  gracious  grant  to  this  colony,  and  to  receive  their 
answer.''     They  had  instructions  to  declare  all  the  free- 
men, in  those  towns,  free  of  the  corporation  of  Connecti- 
cut ;  and  to  make  all  others,  in  the  respective  towns  inoiNh 
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tioned,  qualified  according  to  law,  freemen  of  Connecticut.  Book 
At  the  same  time,  they  were  directed  to  administer  to  them  \^>/^ 
the  freeman's  oath.  Id64« 

Besides,  they  were  authorised  to  make  declaration,  that 
the  assembly  did  invest  William  Leet  and  William  Jones, 
Esquires,  Mr,  Gilbert,  Mr.  Fenn,  Mr.  Crane,  Mr.  Treat, 
and  Mr.  Law,  with  the  powers  of  magistracy ;  to  govern 
their  respective  plantations  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  Con- 
necticut, or  such  of  their  own  laws,  as  were  not  inconsist-^ 
ent  with  the  charter,  until  their  session  in  May  next.  It 
was  proclahned  also,  that  all  other  officers,  civil  and  mill-* 
tary,  were  estarblished  in  their  respective  places;  and  that 
cognizance  should  not  be  taken  of  any  case  which  had 
been  prosecuted,  to  a  final  adjudication,  in  any  of  the 
courts  of  that  colony.* 

The  gendemen  appointed  to  this  service,  on  the  19th  of 
November,  went  to  New-Haven,  and  proceeded  according 
to  their  instructions. 

About  the  same  time,  Governor  Winthrop,  Mr.  Allen^  > 
Mr.  Gould,  Mr.  Richards,  and  John  Winthrop,  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  settle  the  boundaries  between  Con- 
necticut and  New- York,  waited  oh  the  commissioners  up- 
on York  Island.     After  they  had  been  fully  heard,  in  be* 
half  of  Connecticut,  the  commissioners  determined,  "  That  Determi 
the  southern  bounds  of  his  majesty's  colony  of  Connecti«aftioooi 
cut,  is  the  sea ;  and  that  Long- Island  is  to  be  under  the  j",  ""J^ 
government  of  his  royal  highness,  the  duke  of  York,  as  is  i^i^ 
expressed  by  plain  words  in  die  said  patents  respectively.  Not.  aot 
We  also  order  and  declare,  that  the  creek  or  river  called 
Mamaronock,  which  is  reputed  to  be  about  twelve  milea 
to  the  east  of  West-Chester,  and  a  line  drawn  from  the  east 
point  or  side,  where  the  fresh  water  falls  into  the  salt,  at 
nigh  water  mark,  north-north-west,  to  the  line  of  Massa* 
l^husetts,  be  the  western  bounds  of  the  said  colony  of  Con- 
necticut; and  the  plantations  lying  westward  of  that  creek, 
tnd  line  to  drawn,  to  be  under  his  royal  highness's  govern- 
ment; and  all  plantations  lying  eastward  of  that  creek  and 
line,  to  be  under  the  government  of  Connecticut.? 

In  consequence  of  Uie  acts  of  Connecticut,  and  the  de-  Geaertl 
tertninatk}n  of  the  commissioners,  relative  to  the  bounda-  S*"^^^ 
ties  of  the  colony,  a  general  court  was  called  at  New-Ha-  ^JJi'^jS 
ven,  with  the  freemen,  and  as  manv  of  the  inhabitants  of  I3i&. 
the  colony  as  chose  to  attend,  on  the  13th  of  December^ 
1664.    The  following  resolutions  were  then  unanimously 
|»ssed. 

1.  '^  That,  by  this  act  or  vote,  we  be  not  understood  tQ 
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Book  !.  justify  Connecticut's  former  actings,  nor  any  thing  disor- 
>t^^>r^^m^  derly  done  by  their  own  people,  on  such  accounts." 

1Q.64.        2.  "  That,  by  it,  we  be  not  apprehended  to  have  any 
Resolves    hand  in  breaking  or  dissolving  the  confederation." 
of  the  3^  "Yet,  in  loyalty  to  the  king's  mr^jesty,  when  an  au- 

thentic copy  of  the  determination  of  his  majesty's  commis- 
sioners is  published,  to  be  recorded  with  us,  if  thereby  it 
shall  appear  to  our  committee,  that  we  are,  by  his  majes- 
ty's authority,  now  put  under  Connecticut  patent,  we  shall 
submit,  by  a  necessity  brought  upon  us,  by  the  means  of 
Connecticut  aforesaicf;  but  with  a  salvo  jure  of  our  former 
rights  and  claims,  as  a  people,  who  havo  not  yet  been 
heard  in  point  of  pica."* 

The  members  of  the  court,  then  present,  the  elders  of 
the  colony,  with  Mr.  John  Nash,  Mr.  James  Bishop,  Mr. 
Francis  Bell,  Mr.  Robert  Treat,  and  Mr.  Richard  Bald- 
win, were  appointed  a  committee  to  consummate  an  union 
between  the  colonies. 

Several  letters  passed  between  the  committees  of  the 
two  colonies,  on  the  subject,  in  which  the  committee  of 
New-Haven  signified,  that  the  officers  in  that  colony  would 
:•  continue  to  act  in  their  respective  offices,  and  expressed 

their  good  designs  and  wishes  towards  Connecticut,  and 
their  loyalty  to  his  majesty.     They  also  represented  their 
*i.eKpcctations,  that  the  governor  and  company,  according 
**       to  their  engagements,  would  give  them  all  the  advantages 
and  privileges  which  they  could  do,  consistent  with  the 
patent,  and  their  desires  still  to  continue  the  confederation.! 
The  committee  of  Connecticut,  in  answer  to  New-Ha- 
ven, assured  them  of  their  willingness  to  bestow  on  them 
all  the  privileges  granted  in  thw  charter,  prepared  ready 
to 'their  hands.    They  acquainted  them,  that  provision  had 
been  mikie  for  the  continuance  of  the  confederation,  ac- 
cording to  their  wishes.     They  pleaded  the  necessity  and 
importance  of  their  incorporation  with  Connecticut,  as  they 
were  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  colony,  as  an  apology  for 
the  measures  which  they  liad  taken.     They   expressed 
their  strong  desires  that  New-Haven  would  cordially  unite 
with  them,  and,  by  no  means,  view  it  as  a  matter  of  con- 
straint: that  mutual  candour  mighl*^be  exercised ;  and  that 
all  reflections  and  past  conduct,  disagreeable  to  either  of 
them,  be  entirely  buried  and  for  ever  forgotten.J 
Sefsion  of       The  general  assembly  of  Connecticut  appointed  no  com- 
iwsembiy,  mittee  to  meet  with  that  chosen  by  the  general  court  of 
^J'gil^^^' New-Haven.     Of  this  their  committee  complain,  in  their 
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last  letter.*  However,  at  a  session  of  theirs,  the  20th  of  Book  I. 
April,  1665,  they  passed  several  resolves,  for  the  further  v^'-v--^/ 
completion  of  the  union.  1665. 

It  was  resolved,  that  William  Leet  and  William  Jones,  Resohi- 
Esquires,  Mr.  Benjamin  Fcnn,  Mr.  Matthew  Gilbert,  Mr.  tion«  re- 
Jasper  Crane,  Mr.  Alexander  Bryan,  Mr.  Law,  and  Mr.  !1^.  ^ 
Robert  Treat,  should  stand  in  the  nomination  for  magis-  iiaveo. 
tjratcs  at  the  next  election  • 

The  assembly,  also,  passed  the  following  declaration  : 
**  That  all  acts  of  the  authority  of  New-Haven,  which  had 
been  uncomfortable  to  Connecticut,  should  never  be  call- 
ed to  an  account,  but  be  buried  in  perpetual  oblivion.^'t 

The  king's  commissioners  presented  the  following  pro-  His  majes- 

Eositions,  or  requisitions,  from  his  majesty,  to  this  assem- ty'a  requU 
ly.  "*^- 

1.  ^^That  all  householders,  inhabiting  this  colony,  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  that  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice be  in  his  majesty's  name." 

2.  "  That  all  men  of  competent  estates  and  of  civil  con- 
versation, though  of  different  judgments,  may  be  admitted 
to  be  freemen,  and  have  liberty  to  choose,  or  to  be  chosen 
officers,  both  military  and  civil." 

•  3.  "That  all  persons,  of  civil  lives,  may  freely  enjoy 
the  liberty  qf  their  consciences,  and  the  worship  of  Godf  in 

that  way  which  they  think  best;  provided  that  this  liberfj^'  */ 

tend  not  to  the  disturbance  of  the  public,  nor  to  the  hin- 
drance of  the  maintenance  of  piinisters,  regularly  cjiosen^ 
^  each  respective  parish  or  township." 

4.  "  That  all  laws,  and  expressions  in  laws,  derogatory 
to  bis  miAesty,  if  any  such  have  been  made,  in  thete  trou- 
blesome times,  may  be  repealed,  altered,  and  taken  off  the 
file." 

•  The  assembly  answered  in  the  manner  following. 

1 .  "  That  according  to  his  majesty's  pleasure,  expressed  The  aq- 
in  our  charter,  our  governor  formerly  appointed  meet  jfer- J^®'' *^ 
sons  to  administer  the  oath  of  allegiance,  who  have,  ac- 
cording to  their  order,  administered  the  said  oath  toseve-" 

ral  persons  already;  and  the  administration  of  justice 
among  us  hath  been,  is,  and  shall  be,  in  his  majesty's 
name." 

2.  "  That  our  order  for  the  admission  of  freemen  is  con- 
sonant with  that  proposition." 

3.  **  We  know  not  of  any  one  that  hath  been  troubled, 
by  us,  for  attending  his  conscience,  provided  he  hath  not 
disturbed  the  public." 

4.  "  We  know  not  of  any  law,  or  expressions  of  law, 
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Book  L  that  are  derogatory  to  his  majesty  among  us ;  but  if  any 
v^-n^-^n/  such  be  founci,  we  count  it  our  duty  to  repeal,  alter,  and 
1665.    take  them  off  the  file ;  and  this  we  attended,  upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  our  charter/' 

^'^ddttof  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^'™^»  *^  seems,  the  council  gave  the  follow- 
]jj^iL.  ing  answer,  for  substance,  to  the  commissioners,  relative  to 
tota^peti-  the  claim  and  petition  of  the  duke  of  Hamilton  :  That  the 
^i^'  grant  of  Connecticut  to  the  nobles  and  gentlemen,  of  whom 
uey  purchased,  was  several  years  prior  to  the  marquis  of 
Hamilton's  :  That  with  great  difficulty  they  had  conquer* 
ed  a  potent  and  barbarous  people,  who  spread  over  a  great 
part  of  that  tract  of  country,  which  he  claimed ;  and  that  it 
was  but  a  small  compensation,  for  the  blood  and  treasure 
which  they  had  expended  in  conquering  it,  and  defending 
it  for  his  majesty's  interest  against  the  Dutch  and  other  for- 
eigners :  That  they  had  peaceably  enjoyed  that  tract  for 
about  thirty  ^ears  :  That  they  had  with  great  labor  and 
expense  cultivated  the  lands,  to  their  own  and  his  majes- 
ty's interest  i  and  that  his  majesty,  of  his  c^race,  had  been 
pleased  to  confirm  it  to  them,  by  his  royal  cnarter,  in  which 
these  reasons  had  been  recognized.* 

They  at  the  same  time,  solicited  their  honors,  the  con- 
missioners,  to  present  their  humble  acknowledgioents  to 
his  majesty  for  bjs  abundant  mce,  in  the  granting  of  their 
-charter,  and  for  his  gracious  letter,  sent  them  by  his  cocn- 
missioners,  re-ratifying  their  privileges,  civil  and  ecclesi- 
astical. 
ISactiao,       At  the  general  election.  May  11  th,  1 665,  when  the  two 
^ajr  llth.  cQionies  oT  Connecticut  and  New-Haven  united  in  one,  die 
following  gentlemen  were  chosen  into  office.    John  Win- 
^^^^^    throp,  Psq.  was  elected  governor,  John  Mason,  Esq.  de- 
Meuton- P^^y  governor,  and  Matthew  Allen,  Samuel  Wyllys,  Na- 
blj.  than  Gould,  John  Talcott,  Henry  Wolcott,  John  Allei^ 

Samuel  Sherman,  James  Richards,  William  Leet,  William 
Jooies,  Benjamin  Fenn,.and  Jasper  Crane,  Esquires,  ma- 
gistrates. John  Talcott,  Esq.  was  treasurer,  and  Piaoiel 
&Iark  secretary. 

A  proportionable  number  of  the  magistratei  were  of  the 
former  colony  of  New-Haven ;  all  the  towns  sent  their  de* 

Euties  ;  and  the  assembly  appean  to  have  been  entirely 
irmonious* 

This  assembly  enacted,  that  Hastings  and  Rye  ahould  be 

pne  plantation,  by  the  name  of  Rye. 

C««"ty         By  this  assembly  county  courts  were  first  instituted,  by 

WitQted!  ^^^  name.     It  was  enacted,  that  there  should  be  two  coiiB* 

n%j  utb.  ty  courts  holden  annually^  in  New-Haven  \  one  on  the  sef  <» 
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ond  Thursday  in7une,  the  other  on  the  third  Thursday  in  Book  L 
November.     The  court  was  to  consist  of  live  judges,  two  v,^-N^^t/ 
magistrates,  and  three  justices  of  the  quoruoi.    A  similar    1665. 
court  was  appointed  at  New-London ;  .  nd,  the  next  Octo- 
ber, that  was  made  a  distinct  county. 

At  the  session  in  October,  a  county  court  was  appoint- 
ed, at  Hartford,  instead  of  the  quarterly  courts.  This 
was  to  be  holden  annually  in  the  months  of  March  and 
September.  The  county  courts  had  cognizance  of  all 
cases  except  those  of  life,  limb,  or  banishment.  Incasea 
t>f  more  than  twenty  shillings,  the  law  required  that  ajurjr 
should  be  impannelled. 

At  the  same  time,  a  superior  court  was  appointed  to  be  Superior 
hddeii,at  Hartford,  the  Tuesday  before  the  session  of  the  ^°|?|[JJ|j" 
general  assembly  in  May  and  October.     This  was  to  con-  qql  12! 
sist  of  eight  magistrates,  at  least,  and  always  to  be  attend- 
ed with  a  jury.     In  this  court  were  tried  all  appeals  from 
the  several  county  courts,  and  all  capital  actions,  of  life, 
limb,  and  banishment. 

All  the  towns,  formerly  under  the  jurisdiction  of  New-  Branford 
Haven,  were  satisfied  with  the  union  of  the  colonies,  ex-  g*^^"l 
cept  Branford.     But  Mr.  Pierson  and  almost  his  whole  theuoioo. 
church  and  congregation  were  so  displeased,  that  they  soon 
removed  into  Newark,  in  New-Jersey.     They  carried  off 
the  records  of  the  church  and  town,  and  after  it  had  beeo 
settled  about  five  and  twenty  years,  left  it  almost  without 
inhabitants.    For  more  than  twenty  years  from  that  time, 
there  was  not  a  church  formed  in  the  town.    People,  from 
various  pQfts  of  the  colony,  gradually  moved  into  it,  and 
purchaseili^e  lands  of  the  first  planters,  so  that,  in  about 
twenty  years,  k  became  reniettled.    In  1685,  it  was  re-in-> 
vested  with  town  privileges. 

The  union  of  the  colonies  was  a  happy  event.    It  great- ^e  ao- 
ly  contributed  to  the  convenience,  strength,  peace,  and  ion  a  hap- 
welfare  of  the  inbitbitants  of  both,  and  of  their  posterity.  F7  «^^^* 
Greater  privileges  New-Haven  could  not  have  enjoyed, 
liad  they  b^n  successful  in  their  applications  to  his  ma-  ^^^^ 
Jesty.    This  fliust  have  been  ^fery  expensive,  and  after 
much  expensei  they  might  have  failed  in  their  attempts  and 
lost  their  liberties,  or  have  been  joined  to  Connecticut  at 
iBtsU    Had  they  remained  a  distinct  colony,  the  charges  of 
^verament  would  have  been  greater  than  in  their  state  of 
KKX>rpoiAtioQ.    Their  situation,  in  so  central  a  part  of  the 
colony,  would  have  been  extremely  inconvenient,  espe^ 
cially  for  Connecticut.     It  was,  doubdess,  his  majesty^s 
plea3ure,  and  for  his  interest,  that  the  colonies  should  he 
4><ic  J  aiid  tbfdr  iiriends  oa  both  si4es  tbe  water  judged  ie 
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Book  I.  most  expedient.     It  was  what  their  own  and  the  general 

v^-v-s^  good  demanded.     All  these  circumstances,   Connecticut 

l<i&5.    could  plead,  as  an  apology  for  their  conduct.     But  after 

all,  it  will  be  difficir.t,  if  not  impossible,  to  reconcile  some 

parts  ofjt,  at  least,  with  their  pre-engagements,  the  rules 

of  justice,  and  brotherly  affection. 

War  was  proclaimed,  this  year,  in  London,  in  the  month 
of  March,  between  England  and  Holland.  His  majesty 
had  given  intelligence  to  the  colony,  that  De  Ruyter,  the 
Dutch  admiral,  had  orders  to  visit  New- York.  The  col- 
ony was  alarmed,  and  put  into  a  state  of  defence.  But 
the  admiral  was  diverted  from  the  enterprise,  and  the  year 
passed  in  peace. 

In  the  proclamation  for  thanksgiving,  in  November,  the 
people  were  excited  to  praise  the  Supreme  Benefactor, 
ibr  preventing  the  troubles  which  they  had  feared,  and  for 
the  blessings  of  liberty,  health,  peace,  and  plenty.* 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

J?  view  of  the  churches  of  Connecticut  and  Nem-Haven^from 
their  first  settlement^  until  their  union^  in  1665.  7%eir 
ministers.  The  character  of  the  ministers  and  first  plan' 
ters.  Their  religious  and  political  sentiments^  Gather' 
ing  of  the  churches  of  New-Haven  and  Milford.  Instal' 
lation  of  Mr.  Davenport  and  Mr.  Prudden.  Church  for- 
med at  Guilford.  Number  of  ministers  in  Connecticut 
and  New-Haven^  before  the  union.  Proportion  of  miniS' 
ters  to  the  people,  before  and  at  the  time  of  the  union. 
Harmony  between  the  civil  rulers  and  the  clergy.  Influ- 
ence of  the  clergy,  and  the  reasons  of  it.  Their  opposi- 
tion to  Antinomianism.  Assisted  in  the  compilatton  of 
Cambridge  Platform.  Ecclesiastical  laws.  Care  to  de- 
fuse general  knowledge ;  its  happy  influence.  Attempts 
to  found  a  college  at  New-Haven.  No  sectaries  in  Gm- 
necticut  nor  New-Haven,  tmtil  after  the  union.  Deaths 
and  characters  of  several  of  the  first  ministers.  Great 
dissensions  in  the  church  at  Hartford,  soon  after  Mr. 
Hooker^ s  death  ;  -dissensions  and  controversies  in  the  colih 
ny,  and  churches  in  general,  relative  to  baptism,  ckurchr 

*  It  was  DOW  thirty  years  sioce  the  settlement  of  the  colony  comjoMOced, 
yet,  a(\er  the  defalcation  of  Long-Island,  it  coosisted  of  nineteen  towos 
only,  which  paid  taxep.  The  grand  list  was  no  more  thui  Xl^^^tO :  16 : 5. 
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membership^  and  the  rights  of  the  brethren.  A  new  geri'  Book  I. 
eratian  arises,  who  had  not  all  imbibed  the  spirit  of  their  v,^"V^^ 
fathers.  Grievances  presented  to  the  general  court  of 
Connecticut,  on  the  account  of  the  strictness  of  the  church- 
,es,  and  that  sober  people  were  denied  communion  with 
them,  and  baptism  for  their  children*  The  court  of  Con- 
necticut send  to  the  other  general  courts  for  advice.  Laws 
Bgainst  the  Quakers*  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut 
agree  in  appointing  a  si/nod  at  Boston.  General  court  at 
JfeW'Haven  oppose  the  meeting  of  a  synod,  and  decline 
sending  their  elders*  Questions  proposed  for  discussion* 
The  synod  meets  and  answers  them  ;  but  it  had  no  good 
effect  on  the  churches*  They  would  not  comply  tbith  their 
decisions*  Dissensions  continued  at  Hartford ;  acts  of 
the  general  court  respecting  them*  Councils  from  Mas- 
sachusetts* Difficulties  in  some  measure  composed*  Di- 
visions and  animosities  at  Weather sfield*.  Act  of  the  gen- 
eral court  respecting  the  church  there*  Mr*  Russel  and 
numbers  remove  from  Weather sfield  and  Hartford,  and 
settle  Hadley*  Mr*  Stow  dismissed  from  the  ministry  at 
Middletown,  by  a  committee  of  the  general  court*  Synod 
at  Boston*  Its  determination  relative  to  baptism  and  the 
consociation  of  churches*  Division  in  the  synod,  and  in 
the  churches,  relative  to  these  points.  The  court  at  Con- 
necticut sent  no  elders  to  the  council,  nor  took  any  part  in 
the  controversy,  until  some  time  afterwards. 

CONNECTICUT,  no  less  than  other  parts  of  New-Eng- 
land^ was  settled  with  a  particular  view  to  religion. 
It  was  the  design  of  the  first  planters,  to  erect  churches  in 
the  strictest  conformity  to  scripture  example  ;  and  to  ti*ans- 
mit  evangelical  purity,  in  doctrine,   worship,  and  disci- 

5 line,  with  civil  and  religious  liberty,  to  their  posterity, 
'he  attention  which  they  paid  to  these  interesting  points, 
will  be  the  principal  subject  of  this  chapter. 

The  first  churches,  though  their  numbers  were  small,  .^*  "**"• 
and  they  had  to  combat  all  the  hardships,  dangers,  and  ex-  coimecti- 
pense,  of  new  settlements,  commonly  supported  two  able,  cut  and 
experienced  ministers.     With  the  first  three  churches,  set-  New-Ha« 
tied  in  Connecticut,  there  were,  at  Hartford,  the  Rev.  Mr.  ^^"* 
Hooker  and  Mr.  Stone,  at  Windsor,  Mr.  Warham  and  Mr, 
Hewet,  and  at  Weathersfield,  Mr.  Prudden,in  1638,  while 
his  people  were  making  preparations  to  remove  from  New- 
Haven  to  Milford.     To  the  garrison,  at  Saybrook  fort,  Mr. 
John  Hi^ginson,  son  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fligginson,  of  Salem, 
preached  three  or  four  of  the  first  years.     At  New-Haven^ 
at  first  were  Mr.  Davenport  and  Mr.  Samuel  Eaton,  broth- 
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Book  I.  er  to  govcrhor  Eaton.  At  Milford,  Mr.  Prudden  was  pas- 
N^-v'^/  tor,  and  the  church  invited  Mr»  John  Sherman,  aftcrimd« 
minister  of  Watcrtown,  in  Massachusetts,  to  be  their  teach* 
er ;  but  he  declined  their  invitation,  and  that  church  never 
had  but  one  setded  minister  at  the  same  time.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Whitfield  was  pastor  of  the  church  at  Guilford,  and 
about  the  year  1641,  Mr.  Higginson  removed  from  Sajr- 
brook,  and  became  teacher,  as  an  assistant  to  Mr.  Whit- 
field, in  that  church.  After  Mr.  Prudden  left  Weathers- 
field,  Mr.  Henry  Smith  wa3  elected,  and  ordained  pastor  of 
the  church  and  congregation  in  that  town.  About  the 
time  that  Mr.  Higginson  left  Saybrook,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Thomas  Peters  became  chaplain  to  colonel  Fenwick,  and 
the  people  there*  Upon  the  removal  of  Mr*  Eaton,  bom 
-^  New-Haven,  Mr.  William  Hook  was  installed  teacher,  as 
an  asssistant  of  Mr.  Davenport.  The  six  first  towns  in 
Connecticut  and  New-Haven,  enjoyed  the  constant  labor 
of  ten  able  ministers.  This  was  as  much  as  one  minister 
to  about  fifty  femilies,  or  to  two  hundred  and  sixty  or  seven- 
ty souls.  As  other  towns  settled,  churches  were  gathered, 
and  ministers  installed  or  ordained.  Mr.  Jones  was  chos- 
en pastor  at  Fairfield,  Mr.  Adam  Blackman,  at  Stratford, 
and  Mr.  Richard  Denton,  at  Stamford.  Mr.  Abnham 
Pierson  was  pastor  of  the  church  at  Branford,  and  it  scens 
one  Mr.  Brucy  assisted  him  as  a  teacher  for  some  time. 
Fourteen  or  fifteen  of  these  ministers  had  been  episcopally 
*     ordained  in  England,  before  they  came  into  America. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Richard  Blynman,  first  pastor  of  the 
church  at  New-London,  was  also  ordained  in  England. 
After  he  came  into  this  countrv,  he  settled  first,  pastor  of 
the  church  at  Gloucester,  in  Massachusetts.  From  thence 
he  removed  to  New-London  in  1648. 

From  these  reverend  fathers,  the  ministers  of  Connecti- 
cut trace  their  ordinations ;  especially,  from  Mr.  Hooker, 
,      Mr.  Warham,  Mr.  Davenport,  and  Mr.  Stone.      Some  or 
other  of  these  assisted  in  gathering  the  churches,  and  or- 
daining the  ministers  settled  in  their  day. 
Theif  reli-     With  respect  to  their  religious  sentiments,  and  those  of 
2J^2^**'  their  followers,  they  were  puritans.      This   was  a  name 
which  first  obtained  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  in 
1564.     It  was  given  as  a  name  of  reproach,  to  distinguish 
and  stigmatize  those  who  did  not  conform  to  the  liturgy, 
ceremonies,  and  discipline,  of  the  church  of  England.  Ful- 
ler says,  ^'  it  was  improved  to  abuse  pious  people,  who 
endeavoured  to  follow  the  minister  with  a  pure  heart,  and 
labored  for  a  life  pure  and  holy.^^*    When  arminianism  be« 
*FaUer't  ecclet^ticsl  bietorx,  b.  IX,  p.  76. 
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ean  to  prevail,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of  James  the  Book  L 
nnt,  those  who  were  calvinistic,  were  termed  doctrinal  pu-  s^^v*^^^ 
ritans.t     It  was  used  finally,  as  a  stigma  for  all  christians, 
wbo  were  strict  in  morals,  calvinislic  in  sentiment,  and  un- 
conformed  to  the  liturgy,  ceremonies,  and  discipline  of  the 
established  church*! 

This  was  truly  the  character  of  the  first  ministers  apd 
•^'.churches  in  this  colony.     They  were  strictly  calvinistic, 
agreeing  in  doctrine  with  their  brethren  of  the  established 
church,  and  with  all  the  protestant  reformed  churches. 
In  discipline,  thev  were  congregationalists,  and  dissented 
from  the  national  establishment*     They  firmly  beliefved, 
that  it  was  the  sole  prerogative  of  Christy  as  king  in  Zi6nf 
'.^rfp  direct  the  mode  of  worship  and <iiscipliDe,  in  his  owq 
;i^.|feuse.     They  were  persuaded,  that  the  scriptures  were  a 
perfect  rule,  not  only  of  faith  and  manners,  mit  of  worship 
^  .and  discipline :   and  that  all  churches  oodit  to  be  formed  '     / 
^^ttitirely  after  the  pattern  exhibited  in  the  rfew  Testament. 
^^  Some  of  the  ministers  of  Connecticut  were  distinguished  Literalore 
for  literature,  piety,  and  ministerial  gifts.     Mr.  Hooker,  *'*^"'^'*'* 
Mr.  Davenport,  Mr.  Stone,  and  some  others,  were  men  of 
great  learning  and  abilities.     They  were  all  men  of  the 
strictest  morals,   serious,  experimental  preachers.      Mr. 
'^^eal,  after  giving  a  catalogue  of  the  ministers,  who  first  il- 
luminated the  churches  of  New-England,  bears  this  testi-    « 
mony  concerning  them.     "  I  will  not  say  that  all  the  min- 
isters mentioned,  were  men  of  the  first  rate  for  learning, 
but  I  can  assure  the  reader,  they  had  a  better  share  of  it, 
than  most  of  their  neighbouring  clergy,  at  that  time  :  they 
were  men  of  great  sobriety  and  virtue,  plain,  serious,  af- 
fectionate preachers,  exactly  conformable  to  the  doctrine 
of  the  church  of  England,  and  took  ^  great  deal  of  pains  to 
promote  a  reformation  of  manners  in  their  several  parish- 
es."   They  were  mighty,  and  abundant  in  prayer.    They      v 
not  only  fasted  and  prayed  frequently  with  their  people,  in  ^oJJriJjJ. 
public,  but  kept  many  days  of  secret  fasting,  prayer,  and  fags  ai4 
self-examination,  in  their  studies.     Some  of  them,  it  seems,  prajen. 
lasted  and  prayed,  in  this  private  manner,  every  week. 
Besides  the  exercises  on  the  Lord^s  day,  they  preached     ' 
lectures,  not  only  in  public,  but  from  house  to  house. 
They  were  diligent  and  laborious  in  catechising  and  in- 
structing the  children,  and  young  people,'  both  in  public 
Bnd  private.  ^ 

Tney  paid  a  constant  attention  to  the  religion  of  their 

+  Fuller,  b.  X,  p.  100. 

X  Neal'i  history  of  the  puritaoa,  preface  to  vol.  T,  p.  7,  and  vol.  1,  p,  73. 
Qicond  editios,  quarto,  London,  1754.  .  * 


^-> 


.1 


2^  HISTORY  OP  Chap.  XIM. 

Book  I.  families.     They  read  the  scFipturcs,  and  prayed  in  them 
K.^^sy^^  daily,  morning  and  evening,  and  instructed  all  their  domes- 
*  tics  constantly  to  attend  the  secret,  as  well  as  private  and 

public  duties  of  religion.  They  were  attentive  to  the  reli- 
gious state  ot^  all  the  families  and  individuals  of  their  res- 
pective flocks.*  As  they  had  taken  \Jtp  the  cross,  forsaken 
their  pleasant  seats  and  enjoyments  in  their  native  coun- 
try, and  followed  their  Saviour  into  a  land  not  sown,  for  the 
sake  of  his  holy  religion,  and  the  advancement  of  his  king- 
dom, they  sacrificed  all  Worldly  interests  to  these  glorious 
purposes. 

The  pec^le  who  folfowed  them  into  the  wilderness,  were 
fteir  spiritual  children,  who  imbibed  the  same  spirit  and 
sentiments,  and  esteemed  them  as  their  fathers  in  Christ.. 
Geoeral     jyi^^y  q{  them  were  men  of  figure,  as  Hayues,  Hopkins, 
and'morals  Wylfys,  Ludlow^  Wolcott,  Eaton,  Gregson,  Desborough, 
of^e        Leet,  and  others,  who  were  governors  and  magistrates  m 
people.      their  respective  colonies.-    Many  of  then^  especially  their 
governors,^ magistrates,  and  leading  Oien,  were  not  less  pi- 
ous and  exemplary  than  their  ministers..     The  people  in 
V  *        general  were  pious,  and  strictly  moral.      Instances  of  in- 

temperance, wantonness,^  sabbath-breaking,  fraud,  at  any 
other  gross  immorality,  for  many  years,  were  rarely  found 
among  them.     If  any  there  were,  they  were  commonly 
found  among  servants,  or  some  of  the  lowest  of  the  people* 
■  tl^Mt/^"'     ^^  ^^^  ^^^  opinion  of  the  principal  divines,  who  first  setr 
latifv  to    ^'^^  New-England  and  Connecticut,  that  in  every  church, 
churches,   completely  organized,  there  was  a  pastor,  teacher,  ruling 
church  of-  elder,  and  deacons. t      These  distinct  oflSces,  theyiinagin- 
^kJdpiine.  ^^'  ^^^^  clearly  taught  in  those  passages,  Romans,  xii,  7, 
%  1  Corinth,  xii,  28,  1  Timothy,  v,  17,  and  Ephesians,  iv, 

11.      From  these  they   argued  the  duty  of  all  churches, 
which  were  able,  to  be  thus  furnished.]:      In  this  manner 
/       were  the  churches  of  Hartford,  Windsor,  New-Haven,  and 
.  other  towns  organized.^   The  churches  which  were  notable 

to  support  a  pastor  and  teacher,  had  their  puling  elders  and 
deacons*  Their  ruling  elders  were  ordained  with  no  less 
solcmity,  than  their  pastors  and  teachers.  Where  no  teach- 
er could  be  obtainea,  the  pastor  performed  the  duties,  both 
of  pastor  and  teacher.  It  was  the  general  opinion,  that  the 
pastor^s  work  consisted  principally  in  exhortation,  ia 
'  working  upon  the  will  and  affections.  To  this  the  whole 
force  of  his  studies  was  to  be  directed  ;.  that,  by  his  jndU 

*  9ee  an  account  of  the  lives  of  tikmaj  of  them,  in  thd  Magnalia,  b.  IIL 
Particular  tracts  aod  manuscripts  characterize  them  in  the  same  manner. 
t  Hooker's  Survey,  part  II,  p.  4  to  20. 
4  U}idem,  s^  Cambri^  Platform,  chtip.  vi)  and  vji« 
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cious,  powerful,  and  affectionate  addresses,  he  might  win  Book  I. 
bis  hearers  to  the  love  and  practice  of  the  truth.  But  the 
teacher  was  doctor  in  ecciesia^  whose  business  it  was  to 
teach,  explain,  and  defend,  the  doctrines  »of  Christianity, 
He  was  to  inform  the  judgment,  and  advaifice  the  work  of 
illumination.* 

The  business  of  the  ruling  elder  was  to  assist  the  pastor 
jo  the  government  of  the  church.  He  was  particularly  set 
apart  to  watch  over  all  its  members }  to  prepare  and  bring 
,  forward  all  cases  of  discipline ;  to  yisit  and  pray  with  the 
sick ;  and,  in  the  absence  of  the  pastor  attd  teacher,  to  pray 
with  the  congregation,  and  expound  the  scriptures.t 

The  pastors  and  churches  of  New-England  maintained, 
-with  the  reformed  churches  in  general,  that  bishops  and 
jncesbyters  were  only  different  names  for  the  same  of- 
fice ;  and,  that  all  pastors,  regularly  separated  to  the  gos- 
pel ministry,  were  scripture  bifihops.j:  ^Tbey  also  insist* 
ed,  agreeably  to*  the  primitive  practice,  that  the  work  of 
every  pastor,  was  confined,  principally,  to  one  particular 
church  and  congregation,  who  could  all  assemble  at  one  «1 

place,  whom  be  could  inspect,  and  who  could  all  unite  to-  '         :* 

tether  in  acts  of  worship  and  discipline.§      Indeed,  the 
rst  ministers  of  Connecticut  and  Ncw-EnglanC,   at  first    * 
maintained,  that  all  the  pastor^s  office  power  was  confined 
tfi  his  own  church  and  congregation  ;  and  that  the  adminis-         ^ 
tcring  of  baptism  and  the  Lora^s  supper  in  other  churches,  ^-^ 

was  irregular.!  ';, 

•  With  respect  to  ordination,  they  held,  that  it  did  not  con-  CalHnj 
stitutethe  essentials  of  the  ministerial  office;  but  theaual-andordi- 
ifications  for  office,  the  election  of  the  church,  guidea  by  ^^^ 
the  rule  of  Christ,  and  the  acceptance  of  the  pastor  elect.** 

Says  Mr.  Hooker,  '^  ordination  is  an  approbation  of  the  of- 
ficer, and  solemn  setting  apd  confirmation  of  him  in  his  of- 
fice, by  prayer,  and  laying  on  of  hands."  It  was  viewed,  ; 
by  the  ministers  of  New-England,  as  no  more  than  putting 
the  pastor  elect  into  office,  or  ^  solemQ  recommending  of 
him  and  his  labors  to  the  blessing  of  God.  It  was^  the  gen- 
eral opinion,  that  elders  ought  to  lay  on  hands  in  ordina- 
tion, if  there  were  a  presbytery  in  the  church,  but  if  there 
-were  not,  the  church  might  appoint  some  other  elders,  or 
a  number  of  the  brethren  to  tnat  service,  tt 

*  Survey,  part  II,  p.  19, 20,  21,  and  Cambridge  Platform,  chap.  vi. 
tHooker'B  Survey,  part  11,  p.  13, 19,  C.  Plat,  chap.  vU. 

"^  Hooker's  Survey,  and  Cambridge-Platiform. 

i  Cambridge  Platform,  chap,  iii,  and  chap.  ix. 

Y  Hooker's  Survey,  piijrtll,  p.  62,  68. 

**  The  same,  part  II,  p*  ^75,  78,  Cam.  Platform,  chap.  ix. 

tt  These  sentimeqts  were  not  peculiar  to  the^rst  miaiiteri  and  cbufphes 
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Book  I.     It  was  acknowledged  that  synods  or  general  councils, 
v-^-v^^-/  were  an  ordinance  of  Christ,  and  in  some  cases,  expedient 
Power  of  and  necessary :  That  their  business  was  to  give  light  and 
sjQods.      counsel  in  weighty  concerns,  and  bear  testimony  against 
corruption  in  d6ctrines  and  morals.     While  it  was  granted, 
that  their  determinations  ought  to  be  received  with  reve- 
rence, and  not  to  be  counteracted,  unless  apparently  re- 
pugnant to  the  scriptures,  it  was  insisted,  that  they  had  no 
*         juridical  power.t     The  churches  of  Connecticut  originally 
maintained,  that  the  right  of  choosing  and  settling  their 
ministers,  of  exercising  discipline  andperforming  all  juri- 
dical acts  was  in  the  church,  when  properly  organized  ; 
^nd  they  denied  all  external  or  foreign  power  of  presbyte- 
ries, synods,  general  councils,  or  assemblies.     Hence  they 
were  termed  congregational  churches. 
At  to  pel-       The  fathers  of  Connecticut,  as  to  politics,  were  rcpub- 
ttict,  the    licans.     They   rejected  with  abhorrence  the  doctrines  of 
first  let-     tiig  divine  right  of  kings,  passive  obedience,  and  non-re- 
repobU-'*  sistance.     With  Sidney,  Hamfxlep,  and  other  great  wri- 
cini.         ters,  they  believed  that  all  civil  power  and  government  was 
originally   in   the   people.     Upon  these  principles   they 
formed  their  civil  constitutions. 
Coofettion      The  (xiurches  of  New-Haven,'  Milford,  and  Guilford, 
«nd^^  were  formed  first,  by  the  choice  of  seven  persons,  from  a- 
naniier  of  i^ong  the  brethren,  who  were  termed  the  pillars.     A  con- 
coTeoaot-  fession  of  faith  was  drawn  up,  to  which  they  all  assented,  as 
***•  preparatory  to  their  covenanting  together  in  church  estate. 

They  then  entered  into  covenant,  first  with  God,  to  be  his 
people  in  Christ,  and  then  with  each  other,  to  walk  togeth- 
er in  the  strict  and  conscientious  practice  of  all  christian 
duties,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  ordinances  and  privi- 
leges of  a  church  oi  Christ.  The  confessions  of  faith  con- 
tained a  summary  of  christian  doctrine,  and  were  strictly 
calvinistic.  The  covenants  were  full,  solemn,  and  im- 
pressive,, importing,  that  they  avouched  the  Lord  Jehovah, 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  to  be  their  sovereign  Lord 
and  supreme  Good ;  and  that  they  gave  themselves  up  to 
him,  through  Jesus  Christ,  in  the  way  and  on  the  terms  of 
the  covenant  of  grace.  They  covenanted  with  each  other 
to  uphold  the  divine  worship  and  ordinances,  in  the  church- 
es OI  which  they  were  memoers  \  to  watch  over  each  other 
as  brethren ;  to  bear  testimony  against  all  sin  ;  and  to 
teach  all  under  their  care  to  fear  and-  serve  the  Lord.  The 
other  brethren  joined  themselves  to  the  seven  pillars,  by 

of  New-Eogland.    Augustine,  Chrjaostom,  Zaocb,  Bucer,  Melaocthoo, 
•     Dr.  Ames,  Dr.  Owen,  and  many  other  divines  of  great  fame,  were  of  ti|» 
same  opinion, 
t  Hv)ker'sSqr?ey,  partlV.  p.  46—451.  C.  Plat.  chap.  XVI. 
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making  the  same  profession  of  faith,  and  covenanting  in  the  Book  L 
same  manner.     The  members,  previously  to  their  cove-  s^^-^v^t^/ 
nanting  with    each  other,  gave  one  another  satisfaction 
with  respect  to  their  repentance,  faith,  and  purposes  of 
holy  living. 

It  appears,  that  the  churches  of  New- Haven  and  Mil*  Churches 
ford  were  gathered  to  the  seven  pillars,  on  the  22d  of  Au-Sf^*'^'  . 
gust,  1639.*     The  tradition  is,  t^^t  soon  after,  Mr.  Da-SSfoH, 
venport  was  chosen  pastor  of  the  church,  at  New-Haven ;  gathered 
and  that  Mr.  Hooker  and  Mr.  Stone  came  and  assisted  in  ^SS:  ***** 
his  installation.  *^- 

Mr.  Prudden  was  installed  pastor  of  the  church,  at  Mil-  lostalla- 
ford,  April   8th,  1640,  upon  a  day  of  solemn  fasting  andtionoTMr. 
prayer.     Imposition  of  hands  was  performed  by  Zechari-  JlJ^j^JSw 
ah  Whitman,  William  Fowler,  and  Edmond  Tapp.     They  iwa.      ' 
were  appointed  to  this  service  by  the  other  brethren  of  the 
church.t     The  installation  was  at  New-Haven,  and  it  seems 
that  the  hands  of  the  brethren  were  imposed  in  the  pres- 
ence of  Mr.  Davenport  and  Mr.  Eaton. 

Though  the  members  of  Mr.  Whitfield's  church  were  in  Guilford 
the  original  agreement,  at  New-Haven,  and  engaged   to  ^^^J^^ 
embody  into  church  estate,  in  the  same  manner  as  New-  April'*  ' 
Haven  and  Milford  churches  did,  yet  they  delayed  the  com- 1643. 
pletipn  of  the  work  for  a  considerable  time.     Probably,  it 
was  because  their  company  were  not  yet  all  arrived.     But 
in  April,  1643,  Mr.  Whitfield,  Mr.  Higginson,  Mr.  Samuel 
Desborough,  Mr.  William  Leet,  Mr.  Jacob  Sheaf,   Mr. 
John  Mipham,  and  Mr.  John  Hoadly,  were  elected  the  . 
seven  pillars.     On  the  19th  of  June,  all  the  other  church  : 
members  were  gathered  unto  these  seven  persons.     Mr. 
Higginson,  who  had  been  preaching  about  two  years  at  * 
Gnilford,  with  Mr.  Whitfield,  was,  at  this  time,  elected 
teacher  in  that  church.     Mr.  Whitfield  had  not  separated 
from  the  episcopal  church,  when  he  came  into  New-Eng- 
land.    As  he  came  over  in  orders,  and  his  church  came 
i generally  with  him,  there  are  no  intimations  of  his  instal- 
ation. 

The  circumstance  of  the  seven  pillars  in  these  three 
churches  appears  to  have  been  peculiar  to  them.  There 
are  no  intimations  of  it  in  the  formation  of  any  other  church- 
es. The  churches  in  the  other  towns  were  gathered,  by 
subscribing  similar  confessions  of  faith,  and  covenanting 
together  in  the  same  solemn  manner,  upon  days  of  fii&ting 
and  prayer.  Neighbouring  elders  and  churches  were 
present  on  those  occasions,  assisted  in  the  public  solemn  i-  ^ 
ties,  and  gave  their  consent.    When  new  members  were 

*  Milford  church  re<y>rdi.  tlbidem^ 
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Book  I.  admitted  to  full  communion,  in  any  of  the  first  churches  of 

v^'Ns^-'v./ Connecticut,  they  gave  satisfaction  to  the  brethren  of  their 

sincere  repentance  towards  God,  and  faith  in  the  Lord 

Jesus  Christ.     They  commonly  made  a  relation  of  their  re- 

*  ligious  experiences.  They  were  then  admitted  to  full 
Communion,  by  a  public  profession  of  their  faith,  and  by 
covenanting  in  the  manner  which  has  been  represented. 

__       Mr.  Eaton  continued  but  a  short  time  at  New-Haven, 
and  then  returned  to*  England.     Mr.  William  Hook  suc- 
ceeded him  as  teacher  in  the  church. 
Mr.  Den-       jji|.^  Denton,  after  spending  three  or  four  years  at  Stam- 
mo?!^~       ford,  re.moved  to  Hampstead  on  Long-Islana. 
from  Upon  his  removal,  the  church  sent  two  of  their  members 

SUmford.  to  seek  them  a  minister.  "  They  travelled  on  foot,  through 
op'sic-      ^^^  wilderness,  to  the  eastward  of  Boston,  where  they  found 
ceeda  him.  Mr.  John  Bishop,  who  left  England  before  he  had  ftmshed 
fm  academical  studies,  and  had  completed  his  education  in 
this  country.     They  engaged  him  to  go  with  thebi  to  Stam- 
ford.    He  travelled  with  them,  on  foot,  so  great  a  distance. 
The  people  were  united  in  him,  and  he  labored  with  them, 
in  the  ministry,  nearly  fifty  years. " 
Church  Mr.  Peters,  after  preaching  three  or  four  years,  at  Say- 

^*?M^    brook,  returned  tcrEnglandf     In  1646,  a  church  was  fonn- 
FUch  or-    ^^  ^^  ^^^^  town,  by  the  direction  and  assistance  of  the  Rev. 
dftioed  at   Mr.  Hooker  and  spme  other  ministers.     At  the  same  time, 
^«jr-         Mr.  James  Fitch,  who  had  perfected  his  theological  stu- 
1646. '       ^^^^^  under  the   direction  of  Mr.   Hooker,  was  ordained 
their  pastor.     The  tradition  is,  that  though  Mr.  Hooker 
was  present,  yet  that  hands  were  imposed  by  two  or  three 
of  the  principal  brethren,  whom  the  church  had  appointed 

*  to  that  service. 

On  the  13th  of  October,  1652,  a  church  was  gathered  at 
Farmington,  and  Mr.  Roger  Newton  was  ordained  pastor. 

The  same  year,  Mr.  Thonias  Hanford  began  to  preach 
at  Norwalk,  and  some  time  after  a  church  was  formed  in  the 
town,  and  Mr.   Hanford  ordained  pastor. 

In  1660,  Mr.  Fitch  and  the  greatest  part  of  his  church 
removed  to  Norwich.  Mr.  Thomas  Buckingham  succeed- 
ed him  in  the  ministry  at  Saybrook.  A  council  of  minis- 
ters and  churches  assisted  at  his  ordination,  but  the  imposi- 

*  tion  of  hands  was  performed  by  the  brethren,  as  it  had 
been  before  in  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Fitch.  The  council 
<:onsidered  it  as  an  irregular  proceeding,  but  the  brethren 
were  so  tenacious  of  what  they  esteemed  their  right,  that  it 
could  not  be  prevented  without  much  inconvenience.* 

These  fifteen  churches  were  the  whole  number,  formed 

^'  Manuscripts  from  Saybrook. 
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in  the  colony,  and  in  which  ministers  had  been  installed,  Book  L 
or  ordained,   at  the  time  of  the  union.     The   settlements  v^'>/-^w/ 
and  churches  upon  Long-Island  bad  been  adjudged  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  New- York.    There  were  several  other  towns 
which  paid  taxes,  where  churches  were  not  formed  nor 

Sastors  ordained.     This   was  the  case  with  Stoningtoi^ 
liddletown,  Greenwich,  and  Rye.     Nevertheless,  at  the 
two  former,  there  was  constant  preaching.     The  general 
court  would  not  suffer  any  plantation  to  be  made  which      ' 
would  not  support  an  able,  orthodox  fH*eacher. 

At  Stonington,  Mr.  Zechariah  Brigden  officiated  about 
three  years,  until  his  death  in  1663.  To  him  succeeded 
BJr.  James  Noyes,  the  same  year,  who  preached  more 
than  fifty-iivc  years  in  the  town,  but  he  was  not  ordained 
until  more  than  ten  years  after  his  first  preaching  to  the 
people. 

At  Middletown,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Collins  was  preaching, 
but  not  ordained.  Mr.  Stow  also  preached  there,  before, 
or  with,  Mr.  Collins.  Greenwich  and  Rye  were  but  just 
come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Connecticut,  and  not  in  cir- 
cumstances for  the  support  of  ministers.  They  had  occa- 
sional preaching  only,  for  a  considerable  time. 

From  this  view,   it  appesprs,  that  the  first  towns  and  Proportkm 
churches  in  Connecticut    were    remarkably    instructed.  ^^  d"""- 
Scarcely  in  any  part  of  the  christian  church,  have  so  many  Jj^n* 
stars,  of  such  distinguished  lustre,  shone  in  so  small  a 
firmament.     At  the  time  of  the  union,  the  colony  contained 
about  1700  iamilies,  eight  or  nine  thousand  inhabitants,  * 
and  they  constantly  enjoyed  the  instructions  of  about  twen- 
ty ministers.     Upon  an  average,  there  was  as  much  as 
one  minister  to  every  eighty-five  families,  or  to  about  four 
hundred  atKl  thirty  souls.     In  some  of  the  new  plantations, 
thirty  families  supported  a  minister,  and  commonly  there 
were  not  more  than  forty  when  they  called  and  settled  a 
pastor.     In  several  of  the  first  churches,  there  were  not 
more  than  eight,  nine,  and  ten  male  members.     Exclusive 
of  Hartford,  Windsor,  New-Haven,  and  Guilford,  there 
appears  to  have  been  none,  in  which  there  were  more  than 
sixteen  or  seventeen  male  communicants,  at  their  forma- 
tion. 

That  the  first  churches  and  congregations,  notwithstand-  Word  and 
ing  their  poverty,  hardships,  dangers,  and  expense  in  set-  ordinance* 
tling  in  a  wilderness,  and  in  defending  themselves  against  ^'^'^"'' 
tlie  savages  and  other  enemies,  should  maintain  such  a 
number  of  ministers,  strongly  marks  their  character  as 
christians,  who  desired  the  sincere  milk  of  the  word.     It 
affords  a  stril^ng  evidence  of  their  zeal  for  religion,  and 
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.  Book  !•  that  the  word  and  ordinances  were  indeed  precious  in  those 
v^w^^g/ days. 

Harmony       The  most  perfect  harmony  subsisted  between  the  legis- 
betwcea     lature  and  the  clergy.     Like  Hoses  and  Aaron,  they  walk- 
ture  aSd*"  ^^  together  in  the  most  endearing  friendship.     The  gover- 
clergy.       nors,  magistrates,  and  leading  men,  were  their  spiritual 
children,  and  esteemed  and  venerated  them,  as  their  fa- 
thers in  Christ.    As  they  had  loved  and  followed  them  into 
the  wilderness,  they  zealously  supported  their  influence. 
«      The  clergy  had  the  highest  veneration  for  them,  and  spared 
no  pains  to  maintain  their  authority  and  government.  Thus 
they  grew  in  each  other's  esteem  and  brotherly  affection, 
and  mutually  supported  and  increased  each  other's  influ- 
ence and  usefulness. 
X^     Inflaence        Many  of  the  clergy  who  first  came  into  the  country,  had 
of  the  cler-  g^^j  estates,  and  assisted  their  poor  brethren  and  parish- 
ioners in  their  straits,  in  making  new  settlements.     The 
people  were  then  far  more  dependent  on  their  ministers, 
than  they  have  been  since.     The  proportion  of  learned 
men  was  much  less  then,  than  at  the  present  time.     The 
clergy  possessed  a  very  great  proportion  of  the  literature 
of  the  colony.     They  were  the  principal  instructors  of  the 
young  gentlemen,  who  were  liberally  educated,  before  they 
commenced  members  of  college,  and  they  assisted  them  in 
their  studies  afterwards.     They  instructed  and  furnished 
others  for  public  usefulness,  who  had  not  a  public  educa- 
tion.    They  had  given  a  striking  evidence  of  their  integri- 
ty and  self  denial,  in  emigrating  into  this  rough  and  distant 
•         country,  for  the  sake  of  religion,  and  were  faithful  and 
abundant  in  their  labours.     By  their  example,   counsels, 
exhortations,  and  money,  they  assisted  and  encouraged  the 
people.     Besides,  the  people  who  came  into  the  country 
with  them,  had  a  high  relish  for  the  word  and  ordinances. 
They  were  exiles  and  fellow  sufierers  in  a  strange  land. 
All  these  circumstances  combined  to  give  them  an  uncom- 
mon influence  over  their  hearers,  of  all  ranks  and  charac- 
ters.    For  many  years,  they  were  consulted  by  the  legisla- 
ture, in  all  aflairs  of  importance,  civil  or  religious.     They 
were  appointed  committees,  with  the  governors  and  magis- 
trates, to  advise,  make  drafts,  and  assist  them  in  the  raifist 
delicate  and  interesting  concerns  of  the  commonwealth. 
In  no  government  have  the  clergy  had  more  influence,  or 
of  Con -"    ^^^^  treated  with  more  generosity  and  respec!,  by  the  civil 
nectkut     rulcrs  and  people  in  general,  than  in  Connecticut, 
condemn        The  ministers  and  churches  of  Connecticut  abhorred  the 
Antinomi.  Antinomian  heresy,  which  so  distracted  the  church  at  Bos- 
1038.'"^    ton,  and  some  others  in  the  Massachusetts.     In  the  first 
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general  council  in  Jf ew-England,  Mr.  Hooker  and  Mr.  Da*  Book  I* 
venport  bore  a  noble  testimony  against  the  prevailing  n^^v^./ 
errors  and  spirit  of  that  time. 

In  the  next  general  council  in  New-England|  ten  years  1648. 
after,  the  ministers  and  churches  of  Connecticut  ?ind  New-  J^^^J^Ljl 
Haven  were  present,  and  united  in  the  form  of  discipline  cmi*"^ 
which  it  recommended.     By  this  platform  of  discipline,  bridM 
the  churches  of  New-England,  in  general,  walked  for  more  P**"<>no. 
than  thirty  years.    This,  with  the  ecclesiastical  laws,  form- 
ed the  religious  constitution  of  the  colonies. 

In  the  platform,  it  is  declared  to  be  evident,  "  That  ne-  Oplokmre- 
cessary  and  suflBcient  maintenance  is  due  to  ministers  of  JP^*"*?^ 
the  word,  from  the  law  of  nature  and  nations,  the  lawoftenance  ' 
Moses,  the  equity  thereof,  and  also  the  rule  of  common  of  miois- 
reason  :"  that  it  is  matter  of  indispensable  duty,  a  debt  **"• 
due,  and  not  an  affair  of  alms  or  free  gift.    "  That  not  only       ^ 
members  of  churches,  hut  all  who  are  taught  in  the  word, 
are  to  contribute  unto  him  that  teacheth  in  all  good  things : 
and  that  the  magistrate  is  to  see  that  the  ministry  be  duly 
provided  for."* 

An  early  provision  was  therefore  made,  by  law,  in  Mas-  Eccle«ia«- 
sachusetts  and  Connecticut,  for  the  support  of  the  minis-  ^^^  '*^* 
try.  In  Connecticut,  all  personsL  were  obliged,  by  law,  to 
contribute  to  the  support  of  the  c*hurch,  as  well  as  of  the 
commonwealth.  All  rates  respecting  the  support  of  min- 
isters, or  any  ecclesiastical  aitairs,  were  to  be  made  and 
collected  in  the  same  manner  as  the  rates  of  the  respective 
towns.t  Special  care  was  taken,  that  all  persons  should 
attend  the  means  of  public  instruction.  The  law  obliged 
them  to  be  present  at  the  public  worship  on  the  Lord's 
day,  and  upon  all  days  of  public  fasting  and  prayer,  and  of  , 
thanksgiving,  appointed  by  civil  authority,  on  penalty  <rf  •" 
a  fine  of  five  shillings  for  every  instance  of  neglect.J  The 
congregational  churches  were  adopted  and  established  by 
law ;  but  provision  was  made  that  all  sober,  orthodox  per- 
sons, dissenting  from  them,  should,  upon  the  manifestation 
of  it  to  the  general  court,  be  allowed  peaceably  to  worship 
in  their  own  way.§  It  was  enacted,  '^  That  no  person^ 
within  this  colony,  shall  in  any  wise  embody  themselves 
into  church  estate,  without  consent  of  the  general  court, 
and  approbation  o£  neighbouring  elders."  The  laws,  also, 
prohibited  that  any  ministry,  or  church  administration, 
should  be  entertained,  or  attended,  by  the  inhabitants  of 
any  plantation  in  the  colony,  dbtinct  and  separate  firom, 

*  Cambridge  Platform,  chap.  xi. 

t  The  first  code  of  Connecticut,  p.  52  and  69. 

(Ibid.  p.  22.  Ubid.p.Sl. 
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Book  h  and  in  opposition  to,  that  which  was  openly  and  publicly 
observed  and  dispensed,  by  the  approved  minister  of  the 
place ;  except  it  was  by  the  approbation  of  the  court  and 
neighbonriog  churchet.*  Tbe  J>enalty  for  every  breach 
of  tnis  actj^was  five  pounds. 

The  court  declared,  that  the  civil  authority  established 
in  the  colony,  "  Had  power  and  liberty  to  see  the  peace, 
ordinances,  and  rules  of  Christ,  observed  in  every  church, 
according  to  his  word ;  and,  also,  to  deal  with  any  church 
member  in  a  way  of  civil  justice,  notwithstanding  any 
church  relation,  office,  or  interest."  The  law  also  pro- 
vided, that  no  church  censure  should  degrade  or  depose 
any  man  from  any  civil  dignity,  office,  or  authority,  which: 
he  should  sustain  in  the  colony.t 

In  the  grant  of  all  new  townships,  special  care  was  ta- 

^'*'**^     ken,  by  me  legislature,  that  the  planters  should  not  be 

knowledge  without  a  minister,  and  the  stated  administration  of  gospel 

and  good  ordinances* 

Borals.  Every  town,  consisting  of  fifty  families,  was  obliged,  by 

the  laws,  to  maintain  a  good  school,  in  which  reading  and 
writing  should  be  well  taught ;  and  in  every  county  town 
a  good  grammar  school  was  instituted.  Large  tracts  of 
land  were  given  and  appropriated,  by  the  legislature,  to 
afford  them  a  permanent*support. 

'  The  select  men  of  every  town  were  obliged,  by  law,  to 
keep  a  vigilant  eye  upon  all  the  inhabitants,  and  to  take 
care  that  all  the  heads  of  families  should  instruct  their  chiU 
dren  and  servants  to  read  the  English  tongue  well,  and 
that  once  every  week  they  should  catechise  them  in  the 
principles  of  religion.  The  penalty  for  every  instance  of 
neglect,  in  this  respect,  was  twenty  shillings,  for  any  fam- 
'  ily  so  neglecting.  The  select  men  were  also  authorised, 
to  take  care  that  all  families  should  be  well  furnished  with 
bibles,  orthodox  catechisms,  and  books  on  practical  godli- 
ness. It  was  provided  by  the  legislature,  that  the  capital 
laws  should  be  taught  weekly  in  every  faraily.|i 

The  colony  of  New-Haven,  from  the  beginning,  made 
provision  for  the  interests  of  religion^  learning,  and  the 
good  conduct  of  the  inhabitants,  with  no  less  zeal  than 
Connecticut. 

The  care  and  piety  of  the  first  planters  did  not  rest  here ; 
but  they  were  careful,  as  soon  as  possible,  in  their  circum- 
stances, to  found  public  seminaries,  in  which  young  men 
.    might  be  instructed  in  the  liberal  arts,  prepared  for  the 

*  The  first  code  of  Connecticut,  p.  21. 

+  Ibid.  p.  SK. 

\  Old  code  of  Connecticut,  jf,  13. 
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ipinistry,  and  all  places  of  impcxrtance,  in  civil  or  religious  Book  I. 

As  Connecticut  and  New-Haveo  wece  not  tfUe,  of  them* 
selves,  at  first,  to  erect  ft^cdllege,  ihey  united  with  Massa- 
chusetts,  and  contributed  to  me  support  of  that  at  Cam- 
bridge. Frequent  contributions  were  tnade,  both  in  Con-  ' 
necticut  and  ISew-Haven,  for  that  purpose,  and  money  was 
paid  from  the  public  treasury.  For  a  course  of  years,  the 
inhabitants  educated  their  sons  at  that  university. 

By  these  means,  knowledge,  at  an  early  period,  was  een-  Happy  et^ 
eralfy  diffused  among  people  of  all  ranks.     This  abundant  fecu  of 
public  and  private  instruction,  and  constant  attention  to^^''^' 
the  morals,  industry,  and  good  conduct  of  the  inhabitants, 
has  been  the  means  of  that  general  illumination,  which  has 
always  been  observable  among  the  people  of  this  colony  5 
and  of  that  high  degi*ee  of  civil,  ecclesiastical,  and  domes- 
tic peace  and  order,  which,  for  so  long  a  period,  have*  ren- 
dered them  eminent,  among  their  neighbors.     This  has 
made  it  feasible  to  govern  them  bv  that  free  constitution 
and  mild  system  of  laws,  by  which  they  have  ever  been 
distinguished.     To  this,  are  owing  the  wisdom  and  stead- 
iness of  their  elections,  and  the  integrity  and  firmness  of 
their  public  administrations.     In  this  way  they  have  been 
formed  not  only  to  virtue,  but  to  industry,  economy,  and 
enterprise.     Indeed,  they  have  been  rendered  one  of  the        * 
Jiappiest  people  upon  the  earth. 

Cambridge  platform,  in  connection  with  the  ecclesiasti-  --^ 
cal  laws,  was  the  religious  constitution  of  Connecticut,  for 
about  sixty  years,  until  the  compilation  of  the  Saybrook 
agreement. 

The  colony  of  New-Haven,  sensible  of  the  importance 
of  public  seminaries,  and  of  the  inconvenience  of  sending  Grammar 
their  sons  to  so  great  a  distance  as  Cambridge  for  an  edu-  gJit^^" 
cation,  at  an  early  period,  attempted  the  founding  of  a  col-  andcollega 
lege.     A  proposal,  for  this  purpose,  was  made  to  the  gen-  founded  at 
eral  court,  in  1654.     The  next  year,  at  the  session  in  May,  ^g^^'^*' 
it  appeared,  that  New-Haven  had  made  a  donation  of  3001. 
and  that  Milford  proposed  to  give  lOOl.  more,  for  the  en- 
couragement of  the  aesign.     The  court  proposed  it  to  the 
deputies  of  the  other  towns  to  enquire,  and  make  report, 
what  they  would  give.     Mr.  Davenport,  who  was  the  prin- 
cipal promoter  01  the  afifair,  about  the  same  time,  wrote  to 
governor  Hopkins,  who  was  then  in  England,  upon  the  sub- 
ject ;  and  it  seems,  solicited  his  assistance.     Soon  after, 
some  lands  were  given,  by  the  people  of  New-Haven,  for 
the  further  encouragement  of  so  laudable  an  undertaking. 
{Jpon  these  favorable  prospects,  the  legislature,  in  165&, 
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Book  I.  proceeded  to  institute  a  grammar  school  at  New-Haven.  Jt 
was  ordered,  that  40U  annually,  should  be  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury,  for  its  support.  lOOl.  were  also  appro- 
priated for  the  purchase  oi  books  for  the  school.  In  1660, 
the  donation  of  sovernor  Hopkins  having  come  into  the 
possession,  and  Ming  at  the  disposal  of  Mr.  Davenport, 
oe,  on  the  30th  of  May,  surrendered  it  into  the  hands  of  the 
general  court,  for  the  purpose  of  founding  a  college.  He 
proposed,  that  this  donation  should  be  united  with  the  lands 
which  had^been  already  given,  and  with  such  other  dona- 
tions as  might  be  made  by  the  legislature,  for  the  same 
purpose.  The  elders  of  the  several  churches  in  the  colo- 
ny, were  nominated  as  trustees.  As  Mr.  Davenport  was 
the  only  surviving  legatee  of  governor  Hopkins,  with  res- 
pect to  that  part  of  Uie  donation  which  had  fallen  to  the 
share  of  New-Haven,  he  desired,  that,  for  the  better  dis- 
charge of  the  trust,  which  had  been  reposed  in  him,  he 
might  have  a  negative  upon  the  corporation,  with  respect 
to  the  disposal  of  that,  whenever  he  could  exhibit  substan- 
tial reasons,  that  it  was  about  to  be  applied  to  any  pur- 
pose contrary  to  the  design  of  the  donor.  The  resigna? 
tion  was  made  in  writing,  in  a  formal  manner,  containing 
valuable  sketches  of  history,  and  a  complete  plan  of  the 
college  and  grammar  school,  which  it  was  designed  to  in- 
stitute.* 

The  general  court  thankfully  accepted  the  donation, 
upon  the  terms  on  which  it  had  been  surrendered.  They 
appropriated  the  la;)ds,  which  had  been  given,  at  New-Ha- 
ven, to  the  support  of  the  college  ;  agreed  to  collect  the 
money  given  by  governor  Hopkms ;  and  besides  all  other 
grants  previously  made,  enacted,  that  a  hundred  pounds 
stock  should  be  paid  in  from  the  treasury  of  the  colony,  in 
such  time  and  manner  as  the  court  should  order.  The 
court  also  ordained,  that  both  the  grammar  school  and  col- 
lege should  be  at  New-Haven.  One  Mr*  Peck  was  ap- 
pointed master  of  the  school ;  but  th&  and  the  college  were 
of  short  continuance.  The  troubles  in  which  the  colony 
was  involved  by  the  claims  of  Connecticut,  and  the  defec- 
tion of  such  numbers  of  their  inhabitants,  so  impoverished 
and  weakened  it,  that  a  support  could  not  be  obtained  fcNr 
the  instructor.  He  became  discouraged,  and  the  couK 
gave  up  the  school.  By  the  same  means,  the  design  of  a 
college  also  miscarrric^.  After  the  union,  the  co^j 
made  further  provision  for  a  grammar  school,  and  all  tlie 
lands  and  money,  which  had  oeen  given  for  that  and  the 
college,  were  appropriated  to  its  support.  The  school^? 
Vivedand  has  continued  unto  the  proseiit  time^ 
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For  a  long  course  of  years,  there  were  no  sectaries  in  Book  I. 
Connecticut.     The  churches,   in  general,   enjoyed  great 
peace  and  harmony,  during  the  continuance  of  the  first 
ministers  and  principal  members  of  whom  they  were  com-    . 

f)osed.  But  many  of  these  were  considerably  advanced  in 
ife  when  they  came  into  the  country,  and  in  about  four  or 
five  and  twenty  years  after  the  first  settlements,  a  consid«- 
erable  proportion  of  them  were  in  their  graves,  some  had 
returned  to  England,  and  others  were  far  advanced  in  years. 
Before  the  union  of  the  colonies,  in  1665,  almost  all  the 
first  ministers  were  either  dead,  or  removed. 

Mr.  He  wet,  teacher  in  the  church  at  Windsor,  died  Sep- 
tember 4th,  1644. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,   the  father  and    pillar  of  I>«ath  and 
the  churches  in  Connecticut,  died  July  7th,  1647,  in  the  ^J^^**^' 
61st  year  of  his  age.*    He  was  born  at  Marshfield,  in  the  Hooker, 
county  of  Leicester,  1586.     He  appears  to  have  been  ed- 
ucated at  Emmanuel  college,  Cambridge,  in  England.     Af- 
terwards he  was  promoted  to  a  fellowship  in  the  same  col- 
lege, where  he  acquitted  himself  with  such  ability  and  faith-    ^ 
fulness,  as  commanded  universal  approbation  and    ap- 
plause.    While  at  college,  in  his  youth,  he  was  arrested 
with  strong  convictions  oi  his  sin  and  misery,  and  of  the 
ilreadfulness  of  the  divine  displeasure.     His  heart  was  af- 
terwards humbled,  and  submitting  to  the  terms  of  mercy,  he 
received  the  spirit  of  adoption  ;  and  was  enabled  to  ex- 
hibit a  life  of  the  most  exemplary  piety,  self-denial,  pa- 
tience, and  goodness.     He  was  naturally  a  man  of  strong 
and  lively  passions ;  but  obtained  a  happy  government  of 
himself.     In  his  day,  he  was  one  of  the  most  animated  and     ^ 
powerful  preacliers  in  New-England.     In  his  sermons,  he  ' 

insisted  much  on  the  application  of  redemption  ;  was 
searching,  experimental,  and  practical.  Another  circum- 
stance, which  rendered  his  public  performances  still  more 
engaging  and  profitable,  was  his  excellency  in  prayer. 
A  spirit  of  adoption  seemed  to  rest  upon  him*  In  conver- 
sation he  was  pleasant  and  entertaining,  but  always  grave. 
He  was  exceedingly  prudent  in  the  management  of  church 
discipline.  He  esteemed  it  a  necessary  and  important, 
but  an  extremely  difficult,  part  of  duty.  He  rarely  suffer- 
ed church  afiairs  to  be  publiciv  controverted*  Before  he 
brought  any  difficult  matter  be/ore  the  church,  special  care 
was  taken  to  converse  with  the  leading  men,  to  fix  them 
right,  and  to  prepare  the  minds  of  the  members  ;  so  that 
they  might  be  harmonious,  and  that  there  might  be  no  con- 

*  He  poiaeMed  coDiid«rabte  property.    His  etti^te  was  appraised  at 
£1339; U;0.    His libnuy oii]^ at £»!.  ^ 
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Book  !•  Iroversy  with  respect  to  any  point,  which  he  judged  expe- 
v^'N.^-^v/  dient  for  the  church  to  adopt.  He  was  affable,  condescend- 
ing, and  charitable  ;  yet  his  appearance  and  conduct  were 
with  such  becoming  majesty,  authority,  and  prudence,  that 
he  could  do  more  with  a  word,  or  a  look,  than  other  men 
could  with  severe  discipline.  It  was  not  an  uncommon 
instance,  with  him,  to  give  away  five  or  ten  pounds  at  a 
time  to  poor  widows,  orphans,  and  necessitous  people. 
^  At  a  certain  time,  when  there  was  a  great  scarcity,  at 
Southampton,  upon  Long-Island,  Mr.  Hooker,  with  some 
friends  whojoined  with  him,  sent  the  people  a  small  vessel, 
freighted  with  several  hundred  bushels  of  corn,  for  their 
relief.  In  family  religion  and  government,  he  was  strict 
and  prudent.  In  his  family  was  exhibited  a  lively  and 
sincere  devotion,  and  the  very  power  of  godliness.  Not 
only  his  own  children  and  domestics,  but  students,  and  oth- 
er persons,  who  occasionally  resided  in  his  family,  were 
instructed  and  edified,  so  that  their  acquaintance  with  it, 
was  matter  of  their  joy  and  devout  thanksgiving.  He  died 
of  an  epidemical  fever,  which  prevailed  that  year  in  the 
country.  He  had,  for  many  years,  enjoyed  a  comfortable 
assurance  of  his  renewed  estate,  and  when  dying  said,  "  I 
am  going  to  receive  mercy."  He  closed  his  own  eyes, 
and  appeared  to  die  with  a  smile  in  his  countenance.* 

Mr.  Henry  Smith,  first  pastor  of  the  church  at  Weath- 
ersfield,   died  in  1648,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev. 
^  Jonathan  Russell. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Prudden  departed  this  life  in  1656,  in  the 

character  ^^^  V^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^S^*     Before  he  came  into  New-England, 
of  Mr.  Pe-  he  was  a  preacher  in  Herefordshire,  and  in  the  parts  bo^ 
ter  Prud-   dering  upon  Wales.     His  ministry  was  attended  with  un- 
'  common  success  ;  and  when  he  came  into  this  country,  it 

seems,  that  many  good  people  followed  him,  that  they 
might  enjoy  his  pious  and  fervent  ministrations.  He  had 
the  character  of  a  most  zealous  preacher,  and  of  a  man  of 
an  excellent  spirit.  He  had  a  singular  talent  for  reconcil- 
ing contending  parties,  and  maintaining  peace  among  breth- 
ren and  neighbors.  His  ministry  was  conducted  with  pru- 
dence, and  his  church  enjoyed  great  harmony  during  his 
life,  and  rejoiced  in  his  light.t 

*  Ilia  characler  may  be  seen  more  at  large  in  the  Magnalia,  B.  iii.  pb 
5a~68.  o         1  r- 

t  His  estate  in  this  country  was  appraised  at  £924 :  18 :  6.  lie  left  a 
landed  interest  in  England,  at  Edgton,  in  Yorkshire,  valued  at  jCl900 
sterling,  which  is  sUll  enjoyed  by  some  of  his  heirs.  He  had  two  tool. 
One  of  themj  John  Prudden,  was  educated  after  his  decease,  and  gradaaV 
ed  at  Cambndge,  1668.  He  setUed  in  the  ministry,  at  Newark,  in  New- 
Jersey.  The  otlier  inherited  the  paternal  estate ;  and  thejr  descendantt 
are  nunerousi  both  in  Connecticut  ind  Ntw-Jfrsey, 
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He  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Roger  Newton,  who  removed  Book  I. 
from  Farmington,  and  was  installed  at  Milford,   August  v-^^^x^ 
22d,  1660.     Hands  were  imposed  at  his  installation,  by  Succeeded 
Zechariah  Whitman,  ruling  elder,  deacon  John  Fletcher,  ^J^ 
and  Robert  Treat,  who  were  appointed  to  that  service  by  leeo.    ' 
the  brotherhood. 

Mr.  Samuel  Hooker,  son  of  the  famous  Mr.  Hooker,  of^'-'J*^' 
Hartford,  succeeded  Mr.  Newton  at  Farmington.  He  was  *j°  ^  pJJJl 
ordained  in  July,  1661.  miogtoo. 

These  deaths  were  all  before  the  charter.     There  were 
also  a  number  of  removals  of  some  of  the  principal  minis- 
ters.    The  Rev.  Mr.  Whitfield,  after  he  had  labored  elev- 
en years,   with  the  people  at  Guilford,  returned  again  to 
England.     Some  time  in   the  year  1650,  he  took  leave  of  Remoral 
his  flock  and  consregation,  and  embarked  for  his  native  of  Mr. 
country.     He  was  exceedingly  beloved  by  his  flock,  and  JJSq 
they  accompanied  him  to  the  water's  side  with  many  tears. 
He  had  a  large  family  of  nine  children,  whom  he  support- 
ed principally  out  of  nis  own  estate,  as  most  of  his  people 
were  poor.     He  found  that  his  estate  was  much  exhausted, 
and  that  he  must  still  labor  under  many  and  great  incon- 
veniences, if  he  continued  in  this  country  ;  and  he   had 
numerous   and  pressing  invitations  to  return  to  England. 
A  combination  of  these  circumstances,   at  length,  prevail- 
ed with  him  to  leave  his  flock.     He  was  one  of  the  weal- 
thiest clergymen,  who  came  into  Connecticut.     Before  he  ^*  ^^^^' 
came  into  this  country,  he  enjoyed  one  of  the  best  church 
livings  at  Okely,  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  and  had  a  fine 
interest  of  his  own.     His  charity  was  happily  proportion- 
ed to  his  opulence.     While  he  was  at  Okely,  he  procured 
another  pious  and  able  preacher,  that  he  might  go  abroad 
and  give  assistance  unto  other  churches  and  poor  people. 
While  he  was  in  England,  his  house  was  a  place  of  resort 
for  the  distressed.     Though  he  was,  for  twenty  years,  a 
conformist,  yet  his  house  was  a  place  of  refreshment  for  Mr. 
Cotton,  Mr.  Hooker,  Mr.  Goodwin,  and  other  pious  non- 
conformists.    After  he  came  into  New-England,  he  ex- 
pended much  of  his  interest  in  assisting  his  poor  people. 
tie  was  a  capital  preacher,  delivering  himself  with  a  pecu- 
liar dignity,   beauty,  and  solemnity.     After  his  return  to 
England,  he  appears  to  have  finished  his  life,  in  the  minis-, 
try,  at  the  city  of  Winchester.* 

*  Id  consequence  of  Mr.  Whitfield^s  estate  and  expenses,  in  purchasini; 
and  settling  the  plantation,  and  of  Mr.  Fenwick's  gift  of  the  eastern  part 
of  the  township  to  him,  a  large  portion  of  the  best  land  in  the  town  was 
allotted  to  him.  On  his  return  to  England,  he  oflhred,  upon  very  loir 
terms,  to  sell  all  his  lands  to  the  town.  But  the  people  were  poor,  and 
imagined  they  should  soon  follow  their  pastor,  and  neglected  to  purchase. 
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Boole  I.     Several  of  the  principal  men  returned  to  England  with 

v^^'^^/  Mr,  Whitfield ;  particularly  Mr.  Samuel  Desborough,  Mr. 

Jordan,  and  others.     Mr.  Desborough,  after  his  return, 

was  made  lord  keeper  of  the  great  seal,  and  one  of  the 

"    seven  counsellors  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland. 

Mr.  Higginson  continued  his  ministry,  as  teacher  in  the 
church  at  Guilford,  until  about  the  year  1659,  when,  upon 
the  death  of  his  father,  he  returned  to  Salem,  and  succeed- 
ed him  in  the  pastoral  office,  over  the  church  in  that  town. 
Mr.  Hook      Mr.  William  Hook,  who,  for  about  fourteen  years,  had 
removes,    been  teacher  in  the  church  at  New-Haven,  about  the  year 
1655.         1555  returned  to  England.  Mr.  Eaton  and  Mr.  Hook  have 
been  represented  as  men  of  great  learning  and  piety,  and 
as  possessing  excellent  pulpit  talents.     A  writer  of  Mr. 
Eaton's  character,  says,  "  He  was  a  very  holy  man,  a  per- 
son of  great  learning  and  judgment,  and  a  most  incompar- 
able preacher."     He  dissented  from  Mr.  Davenport,  with 
respect  to  his  strict  terms  and  form  of  civil  government. 
His  brother,  governor  Eaton,  therefore,  advised  him  to  a 
removal.    After  his  return,  he  became  pastor  of  a  church 
at  Duckenfield,  in  the  parish  of  Stockport,  in  Cbeshire. 
^^^  Mr.  Hook,  after  his  return,  was  some  time  minister  at  Ex- 
mouth,  in  Devonshire ;  and  then  master  of  the  Savoy,  on 
the  Strand,  near  London,  and  chaplain  to  the  greatest  man 
then  in  the  nation.     After  the  restoration,  he  was  silenced 
for  non-conformity.  May  24th,    1G62.     On   the  21st  of 
March,   1667,  he  died  in  the  vicinity  of  London.     Mr. 
Eaton  was  a  companion  with  him  in  tribulation ;  for  soon 
after  the  restoration  of  king  Charles  the  second,  be  was 
^--s.  silenced,  and  suffered  persecution  for  conscience  sake. 
Mr.  Blyix*      The  Rev.  Mr.  BIynman,  after  he  had  labored  about  ten 
man  re-     years  in  the  ministry  at  New-London,  in  1658,  removed  to 
1C58. '       New-Haven.     After  a  short  stay  in  that  town,  he  Uxk 
shipping  and  returned  to  England.    He  lived  to  a  good  old 
age ;  and,  at  the  city  of  Bristol,  happily  concluded  a  long 
life,  spent  in  doing  good. 

Mr.  Nicholas  Street  succeeded  Mr.  Hook,  as  teacher  in 
the  church,  at  New-Haven,  about  the  year  1659.  And  Mr. 
BIynman  was  succeeded  in  office  at  New-London,  by  Mr. 
Gershom  Bulkley,  from  Concord,  in  Massachusetts. 
Divinons        The  first  ministers  in  the  colonies  being  thus  dead,  or  re* 
iu  the        moved,  and  a  new  generation  risen  up,  who  had  not  all 
IlarUord!  ™^>^bed  the  sentiments  and  spirit  of  their  pious  fathers,  al- 
terations were  insisted  on  with  respect  to  church  member- 
Mr.  Whitfield,  therefore,  void  them  to  major  Robert  Thorapsoo,  in  Ek- 
lajid,  by  whofc  ht^irs  they  have  been  holdeo,  to  the  great  damage  oflSe 
tovpu,  to  thifl  time. 
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ship,  discipline,  and  baptism ;  and  great  dissensions  arose  Book  I. 
in  the  churches.  They  began  first  in  the  church  at  Hart-  s^^v^-*^/ 
ford,  not  many  years  after  Mr.  Hooker's  decease.  The 
origin  of  them  appears  to  have  been  a  difference  between 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Stone  and  Mr.  Goodwin,  the  ruling  elder  in 
the  church,  npon  some  nice  points  of  Congregationalism.  ' 
It  seems,  that  some  member  had  been  admitted,  or  baptism 
administered,  which  elder  Goodwin  conceived  to  be  incon- 
sistent with  the  rights  of  the  brotherhood,  and  the  strict 
principles  of  the  congregational  churches.  Perhaps  he 
imagined  himself  not  to  have  been  properly  consulted  and 
regarded.  Not  only  this  church  became  divided  and  in- 
flamed with  the  controversy,  but  it  spread  into  almost  all 
the  neighbouring  churches.  They  interested  themselves 
in  the  controversy,  some  taking  one  side,  and  some  an- 
other, as  their  connections,  prejudices,  and  particular  sen- 
timents led  them.  The  whole  colony  became  affected  with 
the  dispute,  and  the  general  court  particularly  interested 
themselves  in  the  affair.  The  brethren  in  the  church  at 
Hartford,  became  so  inflamed,  and  imbibed  such  prejudices 
and  uncharitable  feelings  one  towards  another,  that  it  was 
with  great  difficulty  they  could  be  persuaded  to  walk  to- 
gether. To  prevent  an  entire  division  of  the  church,  it  # 
appears,  that  about  the  years  1654  and  1655,  several  coun^ 
cils  of  the  neighbouring  elders  and  churches  were  called, 
to  compose  the  differences  between  the  parties.  They  la- 
boured to  satisfy  them,  with  respect  to-  the  points  in  coiHr 
troversy*  But  the  brethren  at  Hartford  imagined,  that  all 
the  elders  and  churches  in  Connecticut  and  New-Haven, 
vrere  prejudiced  in  favour  of  one  party  or  the  other,  and, 
therefore,  they  would  not  hear  their  advice.  For  this  rea- 
son, it  was  judged  expedient  to  call  a  council  from  the 
other  colonies.  Some  time  in  the  year  1666,  it  seems,  a 
number  of  elders  and  churches  from  Massachusetts  came 
to  Hartford,  and  gave  their  opinion  and  advice  to  the 
church  -nd  the  aggrieved  brethren.  But  it  appears,  that, 
in  the  apprehension  of  the  aggrieved,  the  church  did  not 
comply  with  the  result.  The  state  of  the  church,  there- 
fore, was  no  better  than  it  was  before,  but  the  parties  be- 
came more  alienated  and  embittered.  Elder  Goodwin  was 
joined  by  governor  Webster,  Mr4  Whiting,  Mr.  CuUick, 
and  other  principal  gentlemen- at  Hartford,  who  were  lead- 
ers in  what  they  imagined  to  be  a  defence  of  the  true  prin-  ^ 
ciples  of  Congregationalism.                                    . 

Meanwhile,  there  was  a  strong  party  in  the  colony  of         '  ^^» 

Connecticut,  who  were  for  admitting  all  persons  of  a  re-    ^  -^ 

siilar  life  to  a  full  communion  in  tte  churches,  upon  their  /  - 
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Book  I.  making  a  profession  of  the  christian  religion,  without  any 
v-^-v-^  inquiry  with  respect  to  a  change  of  heart ;  and  for  treating 
ail  baptized  persons  as  members  of  the  church.  Some 
carried  the  affair  still  further,  and  insisted,  that  all  persons, 
who  had  been  members  of  churches  in  England,  or  had 
^  been  members  of  regular  ecclesiastical  parishes  there,  and 
supported  the  public  worship,  should  be  allowed  to  .enjoy 
the  privileges  of  members  in  full  communion  in  the  church- 
es of  Connecticut.  They  also  insisted,  that  all  baptized 
persons,  upon  owning  the  covenant,  as  it  was  called,  should 
have  their  children  baptized,  though  they  came  not  to  the 
Lord's  table. 

Numbers  of  them  took  this  opportunity  to  introduce  into 
the  assembly  a  list  of  grievances,  on  account  of  their  being 
denied  their  just  rights  and  privileges  by  the  ministers  and 
churches.  A  dispute  had  arisen  in  the  churches  and  con- 
.  gregations,  relative  to  the  choice  of  a  pastor.  It  was 
urged,  that  it  did  not  belong  to  the  churches  solely  to 
choose  the  pastor  for  themselves  and  the  congregation; 
but,  as  the  inhabitants  in  general  had  an  equal  concern  for 
themselves  and  their  children,  with  the  members  of  the 
church,  in  the  qualifications  of  their  pastor,  and  as  they 
>  were  obliged  to  contribute  their  proportion  to  his  support, 

they  had  a  just  right  to  give  their  voice  in  his  election. 
The  denying  them  this  right  was  considered  as  a  great 
grievance.  Many  of  the  churches,  and  somo  or  other  of 
the  members  in  all  of  them,  it  seems,  maintained,  that  the 
choice  of  a  pasU>r  belonged  to  them  solely,  exclusive  of  the 
congregation:  that  there  was  no  scripture  example  of  any 

Eerson's  ever  giving  a  suffrage,  in  the  choice  of  a  pastor, 
ut  members  of  the  church :  that  pastors  were  ordained 
over  the  churches  only,  and  were  termed  the  elders,  pas- 
tors, and  angels  of  the  churches.     It  appears,  by  the  acts 
of  the  assembly,  and  the  questions  proposed!,  that  these, 
and  a  number  of  other  points,  were  now  warmly  agitated 
in  the  colony. 
DlBcrent        The  general  state  of  the  country  was  greatly  altered 
itateof the  fj-Qm  ^yjjj^t  jj  ^y^g  g^t  its  first  settlement.     The  people  then 
county,     ^^^^   generally  church  members,   and  eminently  pious* 
lUaaon  of  They  loved  strict  religion,  and  followed  their  ministers  in- 
fh6tiiMen-to  the  wiklerness,  for  its  sake.     But  with  many  of  their 
nuns.        children,  and  with  others  who  had  since  emigrated  into  this 
country,  it  was  not  so.     They  liad  made  no  open  profes- 
sion of  relicion,  and  their  children  were  not  baptized. 
This  created  uneasiness  in  them,  in  their  ministers,  and 
others.     They  wished  for  the  honours  and  privileges  of 
church  members  for  themselves,  and  baptism  for  iheir  chil- 
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dren ;  but  they  were  not  persuaded  that  they  were  regene-  Book  I. 
lated,  and  knew  not  how  to  comply  with  the  rigid  terms  of  v^^-v'-^/ 
the  congregational  churches.  A  considerable  number  of 
the  clergy,  and  the  churches  in*general,  zealously  opposed 
all  innovations,  and  exerted  themselves  to  maintain  the  first 
practice  and  purity  of  the  churches.  Hence  the  dissensions 
arose. 

The  general  court,  it  seems,  with  a  view  to  reconcile  The  court 
the  church  at  Hartford,  and  to  compose  difficulties,  which  ®^^P°" 
were  generally  rising  in  the  colony,  at  their  session  in  g^d  to  U» 
May,  1656,  took  the  affair  into  their  serious  consideration,  other  gen- 
They  appointed  a  committee,  consisting  of  governor  Web-  ®^^  courts 
ster,  deputy  governor  Wells,  Mr.  CuUick,  and  Mr.  Talcott^  May IsSj 
all  of  Hartford,  to  consult  with  the  elders  of  the  colony,  i66^. 
respecting  the  grievances  complained  of;  and  to  desire 
their  assistance,  in  making  a  draft  of  the  heads  of  them,  , 

that  they^might  be  presented  to  the  general  courts  of  the 
united  colonies,  for  their  advice.  The  general  courts  were 
desired  to  give  their  answers  with  as  much  expedition  as 
possible. 

While  the  churches  were  thus  divided,  they  were  alarm- 
ed by  the  appearance  of  the  Quakers.     A  number  of  them 
arrived  at  Boston,  in  July  and  AuguBt,  and  had  been  com- 
mitted to  the  common  gaol.    A  great  number  of  their  books 
had  been   seized  with  a  view  to  burn  them.     In   conse- 
quence of  their  arrival,  and  the  disturbance  they  had  made, 
at  Boston,  the  commissioners  of  the  united   colonies,  at 
their  court  in   September,  recommended  it  to  the  several  tjon^ofthe 
general  courts,  ^'  That  all  quakers,  ranters,  and  other  no-  commia- 
torious  heretics,  should  be  prohibited  coming  into  the  uni-  siooere  re- 
ted  colonies ;  and  that,  if  any  should  come,   or  arise  a-  J^ojjf, 
mongst   them,   they  should  be  forthwith  secured,  and  re-  ken. 
moved  out  of  all  the  jurisdictions."* 

In  conformity  to  this  recommendation,  the  general  court  Law  of 
of  Connecticut,  in  October,  passed  the  following  act : — Coimecti- 
**  That  no  town  within  this  jurisdiction,  shall  entertain  any  Ji"^  ^^ 
Quakers,  Ranters,  Adamites,  or  such  like  notorious  here-  kers,  Oc- 
tics;  nor  suffer  them  to  continue  in  them  above  the^  space  tober, 
of  fourteen  days,  upon  the  penalty  of  five  pounds  per  week,  *^^^- 
for  any  town  entertaining  any  such  person :  but  the  towns- 
men shall  give  notice  to  the  two  next  magistrates,  or  as- 
sistants, who  shall  have  power  to  send  them  to  prison,  for 
securine  them,  until  they  can  conveniently  be  sent  out  of 
the  jurisdiction.     It  is  also  ordered,  that  no  master  of  a 
yessel  shall  land  any  such  heretics ;  but  if  they  do,  they 
■hall  be  compelled  to  transport  them  a^in  out  of  the  colo* 

^  Records  of  the  united  Golooies. 
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Book  L  ny,  by  any  two  magistrates  or  assistants,  at  their  first  set- 
s.^^v-'w/  tine  sail  from  the  port  where  they  landed  them ;  during 
which  time,  the  assistant  or  magistrate  shall  see  them  se- 
cured, upon  penalty  of  twenty  pounds  for  any  master  of  any 
*        vessel,  that  shall  not  transport  them  as  aforesaid."* 

The   court  at  New-Haven  passed   a  similar   law.     la 
1658,  both  courts  made  an  adaition  to  this  law,  increasing 
the  penalties  and  prohibiting  all  conversation  of  the  com- 
mon people  with  any  of  those  heretics,  and  all  persons  from 
*  giving  them  any  entertainment,   upon  the  penalty  of  five 

pounds.     The  law  however  was  of  short  continuance,  an4 
nothing  of  importance  appears  to  have  been  transacted 
upon  it,  in  either  of  the  colonies. 
Maisa-  Upon  the  representations   made  of  the  heads  of  griev- 

^^d^**'  ance,  which  had  been  matter  of  complaint,  to  the  general 
nccticat'  courts  of  the  confederate  colonies,  the  court  of  Massachu- 
«PPoiDt  a  setts  advised  to  a  general  council,  and  sent  letters  to  the 
general      other  courts,  sienifyinc  their  opinion.     The  general  court 

council.  rxT         TT  ®       "^      ^  '  I  •      ®  « 

oiJNew-fiaven  wrote  an  answer  to  the  grievances,  and  to 
the  questions  proposed  respecting  them.  They  supposed 
it  sufficient.     The  general  court  of  Connecticut,  neverthe- 

*Feb.  ld57-  less,  qn  the  26th  of  February,  1657,  determined  to  have  a 
general  council.  They  appointed  Mr.  Warham,  Mr.  Stone, 
Mr.  Blynman,andMr.  Kussell,  to  meet  the  elders,  who  should 
be  delegated  from  the  other  colonics,  at  Boston,  the  next 
June ;  and  to  assist  in  debating  the  questions  proposed  by 

^  the  general  court  of  Connecticut,  or  any  of  the  other  courts, 

and  report  the  determination  of  the  council  to  the  general 
court. 

The  church  at  Hartford  continuing  their  contentions, 
the  court  directed  the  elders,  who  were  going  to  Boston, 
to  confer  with  the  several  ministers  in  the  Massachusetts^ 
who  had  been  of  the  council,  relative  to  the  circumstances 
of  that  church,  and  to  desire  them  to  come  to  Connecticut, 
and  give  their  assistance  in  council  at  Hartford.  The 
court  also  directed  the  church  there  to  send  for  the  former 
council ;  and  with  the  letters  missive,  to  state  the  particu- 
lars, in  the  advice  of  the  council,  with  which  they  were 
not  satisfied.     If  this  council  should  not  be  so  happy  as  to 

tive  them  satisfaction,  then  they  were  directed  to  iovite, 
Ir.  Sherman  of  Watertown,  and  several  other  ministers 
from  the  Massachusetts,  to  make  a  visit  at  Hartford,  and 
attempt  the  healing  of  the  breach  made  in  the  church 
there 

tete/       Governor  Webster,  Mr.  Cullick,  and  Mr.  Steel  dissent- 
tnd  otbe;v  ^d  from  the  resolution  of  the  assembly,  and  declared,  in 

$l>"*»  *IUcordi  of  Connecticut. 
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open  court,  that  it  did  not  appear  to  them,  that  the  mea-  Boor  L 
sures,  adopted  by  the  court,  were  any  where  directed  by  s^^v^w/ 
Ihe  divine  word,  or  calculated  to  restore  peace   to   the 
churches.     They  appear  to  have  been  of  the  aggrieved 
brethren  at  Hartford,  and  satisfied  with  the  result  of  the 
former  council,   to   which  the  church,  in  their  apprehen- 
sions, did  not  submit.     They  doubtless  judged  it  more  a- 
greeable  to  scripture  and  reason,  and  especially  to  the 
principles  of  congregational  churches,  to  choose  a  coun- 
cil for  themselves,  when  they  should  judge  it  expedient,        ^ 
than  to  have  one  imposed  upon  them,  by  legislative  au- 
thority. 

The  general  ^ourt,  at  New-Haven,  were  utterly  opposed  J^^"^!?*^ 
to  a  general  council ;  and  upon  receiving  a  letter  from  the  ^eo'^op.*" 
9Iassachusetts,  inviting  them  to  send  a  number  of  their  el-  pose  a 
ders  to  assist  in  the  council,  they,  in  a  long  letter,  remonstra-  council, 
ted  against  it,  and  excused  themselves  from  sending  any  of 
(heir  ministers.  They  represented,  that  the  petition  and 
questions,  exhibited  to  the  general  court  of  Connecticut, 
were  unwarrantably  procured,  and  of  dangerous  tendency  : 
That  they  heard  the  petitioners  were  confident  that  they 
should  obtain  ereat  s^lterations  both  in  civil  government  and 
church  discipline :  That  they  had  engaged  an  agent  to 
prove,  *^  That  parishes,  in  England,  consenting  to  and  con- 
tinuing meetings  to  worship  God,  were  true  churches,'' 
and  that  the  members  of  those  parishes,  coming  into  New- 
England,  had  a  right  to  all  church  privileges;  though 
they  made  no  profession  of  a  work  of  faith  and  holiness 
upon  their  hearts.  They  expressed  their  apprehensions, 
that  a  general  council  at  that  time,  would  endanger  the 
peace  and  purity  of  the  churches.  They  acouainted  the 
general  court  of  Massachusetts,  that  they  hau  sent  an  an-  ' 
$wer  to  all  the  questions,  proposed  to  the  court  of  Connec- 
ticut ;  and  that  it  Mras  their  opinion,  that  the  legislature  and 
elders  of  that  colony  were  sufficient  to  determine  all  those 
points  without  any  assistance  from  abroad.  They  ob- 
served that,  on  account  of  the  removal  of  Mr.  Whitfield 
and  Mr.  Hook,  and  the  late  death  of  Mr.  Prudden,  their 
elders  could  not  be  spared.  With  their  letter,  they  sent 
the  answers,  which  they  had  given  to  the  questions  to  be 
debated,  and  they  intreated  the  court  and  their  elders  se- 
riously to  consider  them.  They  desired,  that,  as  the  court 
had  formed  their  civil  polity  and  laws  upon  the  divine 
word,  and  as  the  elders  and  churches  had  gathered  and 
received  their  discipline  from  the  same,  they  would  exert 
themselves  to  preserve  them  inviolable.     They  obs^rvedj 
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Book   I.  that,  considering  the  state  of  affairs,  in  Connecticut,   un- 

v^^v^te/  less  the  general  court  of  Massachusetts  should  firmly  ad- 
here to  their  then  constitution,  and  the  council  should 
have  the  divine  presence  with  them,  their  meeting  might 
be  of  the  most  unhappy  consequence  to  the  churches.  Con- 
sidering how  soon  the  church  at  Ephesus,  though  famous 
for  her  first  love,  declined  and  was  forsaken  of  her  Sav- 
iojur,  they  insisted,  that  there  was  great  occasion  of  watch- 
fulness and  prayer,  lest  the  churches  of  New-England 
should  decline  after  her  example.* 

The  colonies  of  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  persist- 
'*!■  cd  in  calling  a  general  council. 

The  questions  proposed  for  discussion,  as  they  stand  up- 
on the  records,  are  the  following. 

QueftioDs       1.  Whether  federal  holiness,  orcovenantinterest,  be  not 

fothT*^    the  proper  ground  of  baptism  ? 

general  ^-  Whether  communion   of  churches,   as  such,  be  not 

couDcU,     warrantable  by  the  word  of  God  ? 

J«Qe,i657.  3^  Whether  the  adult  seed  of  visible  believers,  not  cast 
out,  be  not  true  members,  and  subjects  of  church  watch  ? 

4.  Whether  ministerial  officers  are  not  as  truly  bound  to 
baptize  the  visible  disciples  of  Christ,  providentially  set- 
tled among  them,  as  oflicially  to  preach  the  word  ? 

5.  Whether  the  settled  inhabitants  of  the  country,  being 
members  of  other  churches,  should  have  their  children 
baptized  amongst  us,  without  themselves  first  orderly  join- 
ing in  churches  here  ? 

6.  Whether  membership,  in  a  particular  instituted 
church,  be  not  essentially  requisite,  under  the  gospel,  to 
entitle  to  baptism  ? 

7.  Whether  adopted  children  and  such  as  are  bought 
with  money  are  covenant  seed  ? 

8.  Whether  things  new  and  weighty  may  be  managed, 
in  a  church,  without  concurrence  of  officers,  and  consent 
of  the  fraternity  of  the  same  church  ?  And  if  things  of 
common  concernment,  then  how  far  the  consent  of  neigh- 
bouring churches  is  to  be  sought  ? 

9.  VVhether  it  doth  not  belong  to  the  body  of  a  town, 
collectively  taken,  jointly  to  call  him  to  be  their  noiinister. 
whom  the  church  shall  choose  to  be  their  officer  ? 

10.  Whether  the  political  and  external  administration  of 
Abraham's  covenant  be  not  obligatory  to  gospel  churches  ? 

11.  Unto  whom  shall  such  persons  repair,  that  are 
grieved  at  any  church  process  or  censure;  or  whether  they 
must  acquiesce  in  the  church's  censure  to  which  they  be- 
long? 

*  Jlecordfi  of  New-Haven. 
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12.  Whether  the  laying  on  of  hands  in  ordination,  be*  Book  I. 
long  to  presbyters  or  brethren  ?  v^^-v^-^ 

13.  Whether  the  church,  her  invitation  and  election  of 
an  officer,  or  preaching  elder,  necessitates  the  whole  con? 
gregation  to  sit  down  satisfied,  as  bound  thereby  to  accept 
him  as  their  minister,  though  invited  and  settled  without 
the  town's  consent  ? 

14.  What  is  the  gospel  way  to  gather  and  settle 
churches  ? 

Id.  From  whom  do  ministers  receive  their  commission 
to  baptize  ? 

16.  Whether  a  synod  hath  a  decisive  power?  ^     ^  v 

17.  Whether  it  be  not  justifiable,  by  the  word  of  God,  ;.   j 
that  civil  authority  indulge  congregational  and  prcsbyterian 
churches,  and  their  discipline  in  the  churches  ?* 

It  appears,  bv  the  records,  that  several  other  questions 
were  proposed,  but  these  are  all  which  are  to  be  found  upon 
them.  They  stand  in  the  same  order  in  which  they  are  here 
inserted. 

The  council  convened  at  Boston,  June  4th,  1657,  and,Councnat 
after  a  session  of  a  little  more  than  a  fortnight,  gave  an  ela-  Boston, 
borate  answer  to  twenty-one  questions.     The  elders  from  :Jg"2  ^***' 
Connecticut  brought  back  an  authentic  copy  of  the  result  of 
the  council,  and  presented  it  to  the  general  court,  at  a  ses- 
sion on  the  1 2th  of  August.     The  court  ordered,  that  copies 
should  be  sent  forthwith  to  all  the  churches  in  the  colony ;       • 
and  if  any  of  them  should  have  objections  against  the  an- 
swers which  had  been  given,  they  were  directed  to  transmit 
them  to  the  general  court,  at  the  session  in  October. 

The  answers  were,  afterwards,  printed  in  London,  under 
the  title  of  ^'A  disputation  concerning  church  members  and 
their  children."    Several  of  ihe  questions  involve  each  oth- 
er.    The  principal  one  was  that  respecting  baptism  and 
church  membership.     An  answer  to  this,  in  effect,  answer- 
ed a  considerable  part  of  the  other  questions.    With  respect 
to  this,  they  asserted,  and  learned  pains  were  taken  to  prove, 
"That  it  was  the  duty  of  infants,  who  confederated  in  their  ^^j^^^^^ 
parents,  when  grown  up  unto  years  of  discretion,  though  the  ques- 
not  fit  for  the  Lord's  supper,  to  own  the  covenant  they  ^^n  re- 
made with  their  parents,  by  entering  thereinto,  in  their  own  5^^^ 
persons;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  churches  to  call  upon  and  church 
them  for  the  performance  thereof;  and  if,  being  called  up-  member- 
on,  they  shall  refuse  the  performance  of  this  great  duty,  or  ^**^P' 
otherwise  continue  scandalous,  they  are  liable  to  be  cen- 
sured for  the  same  by  the  church.     And  in  case  they  un- 
derstand the  ground  of  religion,  and  are  not  scandalous,  and 
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Book  T.  solemnly  own  their  covenant  in  their  own  persons,  wherein 
s^^v^w/they  give  up  themselves  and  their  children  unto  the  Lord, 
and  desire  baptism  for  them,  we  see  not  sufficient  cause  to 
deny  baptism  unto  their  children."! 

The  answer  to  this  question  was,  in  effect,  an  answer  to 
the  other  respecting  the  right  of  towns  to  vote  in  the  elec- 
tion of  ministers ;  for  if  they  were  all  members  of  the 
church  by  baptism,  and  under  its  discipline,  they,  doubt- 
less, had  a  right  to  vote  with  the  church  in  the  election  of 
their  pastor*  Indeed,  there  was  no  proper  ground  of  dis- 
tinction between  them  and  the  church.  Hence,  it  seems, 
the  answer  to  that  question  was  to  this  effect,  ^^  That  though 
it  was  the  right  of  the  brotherhood  to  choose  their  pastor, 
and  though  it  was  among  the  arts*  of  antichrist  to  deprive 
them  of  this  power,  yet  they  ought  to  have  a  special  re- 
gard to  the  baptized,  by  the  covenant  of  God,  under  their 
watch." 

The  decisions  of  the  council  do  not  appear  to  have  had 
any  influence  to  reconcile,  but  rather  to  inflame  the  church- 
es. 

A  number  of  ministers,  and  the  churches  pretty  gene- 
rally, viewed  this  as  a  great  innovation,  and  entirely  incon- 
sistent with  the  principles  on  which  the  churches  of  New- 
*  England  were  originally  founded,  and  with  the  principles 
of  Congregationalism. 

The  church  at  Hartford,  and  the  aggrieved  brethren,  in- 
stead of  being  satisfied  and  reconciled,  appeared  to  be 
thrown  into  a  state  of  greater  alienation  and  animosity. 
The  aggrieved  soon  after  withdrew  from  Mr.  Scone  and 
the  church,  and  were  about  forming  an  union  with  the 
church  at  Weathersfield.  Among  the  aggrieved  were  gov- 
ernor Webster,  Mr.  Goodwin,  ruling  elaer  in  the  church, 
Mr.  Cullick,  and  Mr.  Bacon,  principal  men  both  in  the 
church  and  town.  Mr.  Stone  and  the  church  were  pro- 
lOdC     ceeding  with  them  in  a  course  of  discipline. 

In  this  state  of  their  affairs,  the  eeneral  court,  interpo- 
sed, and  passed  an  act,  prohibiting  the  church  at  Hartford, 
to  proceed  any  further  in  a  course  of  discipline  of  the 
members,  who  had  withdrawn  from  their  communion,  and 
those  members  to  join  with  the  church  at  Weathersfield,  or 
any  other  church,  until  further  attempts  should  be  made, 
for  their  reconciliation  with  their  brethren.  By  the  act  it 
appears,  that  the  churches  in  the  colony  were  generally  af- 
fected with  the  dispute  at  Hartford,  and  viewed  it  as  a 
common  cause,  with  respect  to  all  the  congregational 
churches.     It  exhibits,  in  so  strong  a  point  of  light,  the 
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authority,  which  tj^e  general  court  imagined  they  had  a  Book  L 
right  to  exercise  over  the  churches,  and  the  spirit  of  those  ^^^r*^^^^^ 
times,  as  to  merit  a  place  in  this  history*     It  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing words* 

'^  This  court  orders,  in  reference  to  the  sad  diMculties  Actoftbe 
that  are  broken  out  in  the  several  churches  in  this  colony,  g«MnJ 
and  in  special,  betwixt  the  church  at  Hartford  and  the  cJUJ^J^ 
withdrawers ;  and  to   prevent  further  troubles  and  sad  cut, 
consequences,   that  may  ensue  from  the  premises  -to  the  March  11^ 
whole  commonwealth,  that  there  be,  from  henceforth,  an  ^^^* 
utter  cessation  of  all  further  prosecution,   either  on  the 
church's  part  at  Hartford,  towards  thfc  withdrawers  from 
them ;  and,  on  the  other  part,  that  those,  that  have  with- 
drawn from  the  church,  ^t  Hartford,  shall  make  a  cessa<< 
tion  in  prosecuting  their  forpier  propositions  to  the  church 
at  Weathersfield,  or  any  other  church,  in  reference  to  their 
joining  there,  in  church  relation,  until  the  matters,  ia  con-  • 

troversy  betwixt  the  church  at  Hartford  and  the  withdrawn 
members,  be  brought  to  an  issue,  in  that  way  the  court  sba& 
determine." 

The  court,  having  desired  the  elders  of  the  colony  to 
meet  them,  and  assist  in  adopting  some  measures  by  which 
the  divisions  in  the  churches,  and  especiallv  in  that  at  Hart- 
ford, might  be  healed,  adjourned  about  a  fortnieht^ 

It  met  again  on  the  24th  of  March.  Whether  the  eh  Adrici  of 
ders  met  with  them,  or  not,  does  not  appear ;  but  the  ^^'^^^^ 
vice  of  the  assemby,  at  this  time,  was  that  Mr.  Stone,  with  ^ 

the  church  and  brethren  who  had  withdrawn,  should  meet 
together ;  and,  in  a  private  conference,  if  possible,  agree 
upon  some  terms  by  which  they  might  be  reconciled. 
Governor  Wells  and  deputy  governor  Winthrop  were  ap- 
pointed to  meet  with  them,  and  employ  their  wisdom  and 
influence  to  make  peace. 

It  seems,  that  the  church  did  not  comply  with  this  ad- 
vice ;  or  if  there  were  any  meetine  of  the  parties,  nothing 
was  done  to  effect  an  accommoc&tion.  It  appears^  that  JJg  *^* 
Mr.  Stone  viewed  the  withdrawn  brethren  as  in  the  bands 
of  the  church  at  Hartford,  and  the  matters  to  be  determin- 
ed as  not  lying  before  any  council  or  the  general  court. 
And  he  would  not  admit,  that  he,  or  the  church,  had  coun- 
teracted the  advice  of  the  former  council*  He  therefore,  * 
at  the  session  in  May,  petitioned,  that  the  subsequent  pro- 
positions might  be  entered  upon  the  records  of  the  colony^ 
and  that  the  withdrawn  brethren,  or  some  person  whom 
they  should  appoint,  would  dispute  them  with  him  in  the 
presence  of  the  court. 

O  2 
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Book  I.      I.  "  The  former  council,  at  Hartford^  June  26,  is  utter- 
y^^^sr^^^  ly  cancelled  and  of  no  force. 

2.  "  There  is  no  violation  of  the  last  agreement,  (made 
when  the  reverend  elders  of  the  Massachusetts  were  here,} 
cither  by  the  church  of  Christ  at  Hartford,  or  their  teacher. 

3.  "  The  withdrawn  brethren  have  offered  great  violence 
to  the  forementioned  agreement. 

4.  "  The  withdrawn  brethren  are  members  of  the  church 
of  Christ  at  Hartford. 

5.  ^^  Their  withdrawine  from  the  church  is  a  sin  exceed- 
ing scandalous  and  dreadful,  and  of  its  own  nature  destruc- 
tive to  this  and  other  churches. 

6.  "  The  controversy  between  the  church  of  Christ  at 
Hartford,  and  the  withdrawn  persons,  is  not  in  the  hands 
of  the  churches,  to  be  determined  by  them.* 

"  Samuel  Stone." 
It  does  not  appear  that  the  court  cave  their  consent,  that 
the  propositions  should  be  disputeo  before  them,   or  that 
tbey  enacted  any  thing,  at  this  court,  respecting  the  afiairs 
of  the  church,  or  the  brethren  who  had  withdrawal 
Avrut  But  at  a  session,  in  August,  they  insisted,  that  the  church 

18th.  and  aggrieved  bretfaren.shouId  meet  together,  according  to 
their  former  advice,  and  debate  their  difficulties  among 
themselves,  and  that  the  points  in  controversy  should  be 
clearly  stated. 

At  this  time,  a  complaint  was  exhibited  against  govern- 
or Webster,  Mr.  Cullick,  elder  Goodwin  and  others,  who 
bad  withdrawn  from  their  brethren.  But  the  court  would 
not  hear  it  at  that  time.  It  ordered,  that,  if  the  church  and 
brethren  would  not  agree  to  meet  together  and  debate  their 
differences  among  themselves,  each  party  should  choose 
three  as  indifferent  elders  as  could  be  found ;  who  should 
afford  all  the  light  and  assistance  in  their  power,  towards 
settling  the  differences  according  to  the  divine  oracles ;  and 
thati)oth  parties  should  peaceaoly  submit  to  their  advice. 
If  either  of  the  parties  should  refuse  to  make  choice  of 
threej^entlemen,  for  the  design  proposed,  the  court  dete^ 
nrinedto  choose  for  them.  The  church  rejected  the  pro* 
posal,  and  the  court  chose  Mr.  Cobbett,  Mr.  Mitchel,  and 
^  Mr.  Danforth,  for  them.    For  a  reserve,  if  either  should 

&ii]j  Mr.  Brown  was  chosen.  The  aggrieved  hretbreft 
chose  Mr.  Davenport,  Mr.  Norton,  and  Mr.  Fitch  ;  and  a^ 
a  reserve,  Mr.  Street.  The  council  were  to  meet  on  the 
17th  of  September. 

The  church,  it  seems,  would  not  send  for  the  council^  and 
so  it  did  not  convene. 

*  Records  of  Coonecticut. 
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At  a  session  of  the  general  court,  the  next  year,  March  Book  I. 
0th,  1669,  it  was  determined,  that,  as  its  past  labors,  to  s.#>^v^^/ 
promote  unanimity,  at  Hartford,  had  been  frustrated,  by  IUioIq- 
the  non-compliance  of  the  parties,  the  secretary,  in  the  **^®^**** 


name  of  the  court,  should  desire  the  elders,  who  had  been  ^tinr  a 
formerly  appointed,  to  meet  at  Hartford  on  the  3d  of  June  couocij, 
succeeding,   and  aflford  their  assistance   in   healing  the^^'^^^' 
breach,  which  had  been  made  there.     It  was  also  enacted,  ^^^^' 
that  the  church,  at  Hartford,  an<}  the  brethren  who  had 
withdrawn,  should  jointly  bear  the  expenses  of  the  former 
council,  and  of  making  provision  for  that  which  had  been 
then  appointed. 

The  council  consisted  of  the  elders  and  churches  of  Jane  3, 
Boston,  Cambridge,  Charlestown,  Ipswich,  Dedham,  and  j?^^' 
Sudbury.     They  convened  according  to  appointment,  and  fl^^Jtifbrd?* 
were  abundant  in  their  labors  to  soften  the  minds  and  con- 
ciliate the  affections  of  the  parties ;  and  though  they  did 
not  effect  a  reconciliation,  yet  they  brought  the  brethren 
much  nearer  together  than  they  had  been,   and  left  the 
church  and  town  in  a  better  state  than  they  had  enjoyed 
for  years  before. 

On  the  15th  of  June,  the  court  convened,  and  perceiv- 
ing the  good  efiects  of  this  council,  desired  the  same  gen- 
tlemen to  meet  again,  at  Hartford,  on  the  19th  of  Au- 
gust. Upon  the  choice  and  desire  of  the  brethren  who 
had  witharawn,  the  Rev.  John  Sherman,  and  the  church 
at  Watertown,  and  the  elder  and  church  at  Dorchester, 
were  also  invited  to  come  with  them. 

The  general  court,  in  this  state  of  the  controversy,  order- 
ed the  heads  of  the  complaint,  which  had  been  exhibited 
against  the  withdrawn  brethren,  to  be  drawn  up  and  sent 
Co  them,  and  they  were  required  to  appear  before  the 
court,   in  October,  and  answer  to  them.     The  church  a-  , 

greed  to  the  whole  council,  and  the  brethren  aggrieved, 
to  seven  of  them.  The  general  court  ordered,  that  both 
parties  should  submit  to  the  judgment  of  the  council,  and 
that  it  should  be  a  final  issue. 

'  The  council  convened  •  again,  at  Hartfcwd,  and  so  far 
composed  the  difficulties  which  had  so  long  subsisted,  as 
to  prevent  a  separation  at  that  time.  Some  of  the  capital 
characters  were  soon  removed  into  the  land  of  silence^ 
where  all  animosities  are  forgotten.  Mr.  Cullick  removed 
to  Boston,  and  a  considerable  number  removed  to  Hadley.  , 

By  these  means,  the  church  was  restored  to  a  tolerable 
state  of  peace  and  brotherly  affection  ;  but  it  was  viewed,  ^ 

by  some  of  its  own  members,  and  others,  as  having,  in  / 

some  degree,  departed  from  the  strict  principles  of  the  /  - 


/ 
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Book  I.  first  congregational  churcties  in  New-England ;  and  seems, 
N^^N/^^  afterwards,  to  have  divided  nearly  on  the  same  grounds- 
Nature  of      Doctor  Mather,  in  his  Magnalia,  represents,  that  it  was 
tUie  coo-     4i0?cuU,  even  at  the  time  of  the  controversy,  to  find  what 
^'^^^r    yfQte  the  prepi^e  points  in  dispute.     Indeed,  what  the  par- 
ticular act  or  sentiment  in  Mr.  Stone  or  tlie  church  was, 
which  gave  elder  Goodwin  disgust,  and  began  the  dissen? 
^ion,  Joes  not  fully  appear.    Nothing  however  is  more 
evident,  from  the  questions  propounded,  which  it  appears 
were  drawn  by  the  very  heads  of  the  parties,  and  by  the 
;entleqi^n  chosen  by  the  disaffected  brethren,  and  rejected 
>y  the  church,  than  that  the  whole  controversy  respected 
the  qualifications  for  baptism,  church  membership,  and  the 
,  rights  of  the  brotherhocld,     Mr.  Stone's  ideas  of  Congrega- 

tionalism appear  to  have  bordered  more  on  presbyterian*^ 
ism,  and  less  on  independence,  than  those  of  the  first  min- 
isters in  the  country  in  general.     His  definition  of  congre-r 
gationalism,  was,  *'  That  it  wa^  a  speaking  Aristocracy  in 
th^  face  of  a  silent  Democracy*'^ 
fiff^tro'         ^^^  Hartford   controversy  was,  for  its  circumstances, 
irenj  at     duration,  and  obstinacy,  the  most  remarkable  of  any  in  its 
partford    ^2Ly^     It  affected  all  the  churches,  and  insinuated  itself  into 
SST^iu'  ^"  i^^^  affairs  of  societies,  towns,  and  the  whole  common- 
f^,         wealth.     Doctor  Mather,  in  his  figurative  manner  of  des- 
cription, says,  '^  From  the  fire  of  the  altar,   there  issued 
thunderings,  and  lightnings,  and  earthquakes,  through  the 
colony.''    This  was  considered  as  much  more  remarkable, 
as  the  church,  at  Hartford,  had  been  famous  for  its  instnic- 
tion,  light,  gifts,  peace,  and  brotherly  love.     It  had  been 
yieweaas  one  of  the  principal  churches  in  New-England. 
)ts  dissensions  were  a  ground  of  great  sorrow  to  all  the  good 

£eople  in  the  country.     Extraorainary  were  the  pains  ta- 
en,  b^  the  principal  characters  in  New-England,  to  heal 
them, 
j^^ter  The  commissioners  of  the  united  colonies,  in  September 

0j2J^  1656,  wrotp  them  a  friendly  and  pacific  letter  on  the  sub- 
fiooen  of  j^ct.  They  say,  "  We  have,  with  much  sorrow  of  heart, 
^aiiited  heard  ofyouc  differences,  and  that  the  means  attended  hi- 
therto, for  composing  them,  have  proved  ineffectual.  We 
cannpt  but  be  deeply  sensible  of  the  sad  effects  and  dread- 
ful consequences  of  dissensions,  heightened  and  increased 
in  a  church  of  such  eminence  for  light  and  love."  They 
represented  to  them,  that  though  all  the  churches  sympa- 
thized with  them,  yet  they  themselves  would  be  sure,  in  the 
^he  first  place,  to  feel  the  smart.  They  most  earnestly  ex- 
horted them  not  only  to  be  exceedingly  cautious  of  all  fur- 
flfer  provocations,  but  to  employ  all  their  wisdom  and  f^if,- 
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erlions  for  a  reconciliation.  They  intrcated  tbem,  not  to  Book  h 
suS^  any  discouragements  to  prevail  with  them,  to  make  v^^v^^^./ 
a  separation  and  scatter  abroaa.^ 

The  churches  in  Connecticut  and  New-Haven  laboured 
to  harmonize  tiKir  views  and  affections,  and  to  make  peace. 
The  ministers  in  Massachusetts  were  so  affected  with  their 
circumstances,  that  they  offered  to  make  a  journev  to  Con- 
necticut, to  attempt  their  reconciliation.  The  lone  and 
repeated  journeys  they  made,  and  the  indefatigable  labours 
they  employed  to  compose  their  difficulties,  exhibited  a 
noble  spirit  of  benevolence,  and  a  zeal  for  the  peace  and 
prosperity  of  Zion.  They  not  only  merited  the  gi*ateful 
acknowledgments  of  the  people  at  Hartford,  but  of  the 
colony  in  general. 

The  proclamation  for  a  public  thanksgiving  in  Novem- 
ber, recognized  the  success  of  the  council,  in  composing  the 
difficulties  at  Hartford,  as  an  event  demanding  public  joy 
«nd  praise. 

The  church  at  Weatbersfield  interested  themselves  in 
the  dispute  at  Hartford,  and  became  divided  and  conten- 
tious. Some  of  the  brethren  exhibited  a  complaint  to  the 
court  against  Mr.  Russell,  for  joining  with  the  church  in 
excommunicating  one  of  the  brethren,  as  it  was  alled^d, 
without  giving  him  a  copy  of  the  complaint  exhibited 
against  him,  and  without  acquainting  him  with  his  crime. 
The  general  court  ordered,  that  Mr.  Kussell  should  be  re- 
proved, for  acting  contrarv  to  the  usage  of  the  churches. 
The  brethren  were  dividfed  with  respect  to  their  church 
state.  Some  insisted,  that  they  were  no  church,  because  . 
they  had  never  been  gathered  according  to  eospel  order  ^ 
or  if  they  had  been  a  church,  that  the  members  of  it  bad 
moved  away  in  such  a  manner,  as  had  destroyed  its  verv 
existence.  Many  were  inviolably  attached  to  Mr.  Russell, 
while  others  strenuously  opposed  him. 

In  this  state  of  affairs,  the  general  court  appointed  the  1660. 
elders  and  churches  of  Hartfora  and  Windsor,  a  council  to 
hear  the  difficulties  which  had  arisen  in  the  church  and 
town.     But  the  parties  could  not  be  reconciled.    Mr.  Rus-  Mr.  R«t- 
scll  removed  to  Hadley,  where  he  and  a  number  of  his  ^^^  '** 
warm  friends  from  Hartford  and  Weatbersfield,  planted  a  Hadkj!^ 
new  town  and  church.    The  general  court  resolved,  that  a 
church  had  been  regularly  gathered  at  Weatbersfield,  by 
the  consent  of  the  general  court,  and  approbation  of  neigh-" 
bouring  elders ;  and  that,  though  divers  of  the  meml^rs 
had  removed  to  other  places,  vet  the  brethren  there  were 
t|ic  true  and  undoubted  church  of  Weatbersfield)  and  so  tq 

*  Repordi  of  the  muted  colooief  • 
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Book  - 1,  be  accounted,  notwithstanding  any  thing  which  did  appear. 
v^^v^^/Thus  terminated  the  controversy;  and  Mr.  Bulkiej,  in 
1666,  removed   from  New-London,  and  succeeded  Mr. 
Russell  in  the  \)astoral  office..    The  same  year,  Mr.  Simon 
Bradstreet,  from  Charlestown,  came  to  Ne«ir-London,  and 
took  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  church  there. 
Mr.  Sam-       About  the  time  of  Mr.  RusselPs  removal  from  Weathers- 
nel  stow    field,  the  minds  of  the  people  at  Middletown  became  alien- 
?*™M^   ated  from  Mr.  Stow,  who  appears  to  have  been  the  first 
^lowD.  *  minister  in  that  town.     A  committee  of  ministers  and  ci- 
vilians, appointed  by  the  general  court,  dismissed  him,  on 
account  of  the  evil  temper  of  the  people  towards  him. 

Many  of  the  miivisters  and  of  the  people,  in  the  countr/, 
were  for  extending  baptism,  according  to  the  determination 
of  the  eeneral  council,  in  1657;  but  the  churches  were  so 
generally  and  warmly  opposed  to  it,  that  it  could  not  be 
cflfected  without  a  synod.  As  this  and  the  consociation  of 
churches  were  favourite  points,  which  a  large  number  of 
the  clergy  and  principal  civilians  in  Massachusetts  and 
Connecticut,  wished  to  carry,  the  general  court  of  Massa- 
chusetts appointed  a  synod  of  all  the  ministers  in  that  coIo* 
ny,  to  deliberate  and  decide  on  those  points.  The  ques- 
tions proposed,  were, 

1.  who  are  the  subjects  of  baptism  ? 

2.  Whether,  according  to  the  word  of  God,  there  ought 
to  be  a  consociation  of  churches  ? 

Synod,  The  council  met  at  Boston,  in  September,  1662.    Their 

^^^^         answer  to  the  first  question,  was  substantially  the  same  with 

that  given  by  the  council,  in  1657. 
Its  resolu- ,    They  declared,  "  That  church  members,  who  Were  ad- 
^^^^^        milted  in  minority,  understanding  the  doctrine  of  faith,  and 
publicly  professing  their  assent  thereunto,  not  scandalous 
in  life,  and  solemnly  owning  the  covenant  before  the  church, 
wherein  they  give  up  themselves  and  children  to  the  Lord, 
and  subject  themselves  to  the  government  of  Christ  in  his 
church,  their  children  are  to  be  baptized.'^     They  further 
resolved,  ^'  That  the  members  of  orthodox  churches,  being 
sound  in  the  faith,  and  not  scandalous  in  life,  and  present- 
ing due  testimony  thereof,  these  occasionally  coming  from 
one  church  to  another,  may  have  their  children  baptized 
in  the  church  whither  they  came,  by  virtue  of  communion 
of  churches.''     They,  also,  gave  their  opinion  in  favour  of 
the  consociation  of  churches. 
Thejare       However,  the  council  were  not  unanimous;    several 
•ppoted.    learned  and  pious  men  protested  asainst  the  detemiiiiation 
relative  to  baptism.    The  Rev.  Charles  Chauncey,  presi* 
dent  of  Harvard  college ;  Mr.  Increase  Mather,  afterwards 
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doctor  in  <fivinity  pMr.  Mather^f  Northampton ;  and  oth-  Book  L 
ers,  were  warmljr  in  the  opposition.     President  Chauncey  s^^n/^^^ 
wrote  a  tract  against  the  resolution  respecting  baptism,  en- 
titled Anti^ynodalia.     Mr.  Increase  Mather,  also,  wrote  in 
opposition  to  the  council.     Mr.  Davenport,  and  all  the      ^ 
ministers  in .  the  colony  of  New-Haven,  and  numbers  in 
Connecticut,  were  against  the  resolutions.     Mr.  Daven- 
port wrote  against  them.     The  churches  were  more  gene- 
rally opposed  to  them  than  the  clergy. 

The  general  court  of  Connecticut  took  no  notice  ^f  the 
synod,  nor  of  the  dispute,  but  left  the  elders  and  churches 
at  liberty  to  act  their  own  sentiments.  They  were  attempt-* 
ing  to  form  an  union  with  New-Haven ;  and,  as  the  minis- 
ters and  churches  of  that  colony  were  unanimous  in  their 
opposition  to  the  synod,  they,  probably,  judged  it  impolitic, 
at  that  time,  to  act  any  thing  relative  to  these  ecclesiastical 
points. 

While  the  churches  were  agitated  with  these  disputes,  Death  of 
another  of  their  original  lights  was  extinguished.     Mr.  JJj' ^^JT* 
Stone  expired  July  20th,  1663.     He  had  his  education  atie^.      ' 
Emmanuel  college,  in  the  university  of  Cambridge.     He 
was  eminently  pious  and  exemplary ;  abounded  in  festings  Hb  chai^ 
and  prayer,  ana  was  a  most  strict  ooserver  of  the  christian  ^ 
sabbath.     Preparatory  to  this,  he  laboured  to  compose 
himself  on  Saturday  evening,  to  the  most  heavenly  views 
and  exercises,  and  was  careful  not  to  speak  a  word  which 
was  not  grave,  serious,  and  adapted  to  the  solemnity.     He 
spent  much  time,  on  this  evening,  in  the  instruction  of  his 
family,  commonly  delivering  to  them  the  sermon  which  he 
designed  to  preach  on  the  morrow,  or  some  other,  which 
might  be  best  calculated  for  their  instruction  and  edifica- 
tion.    His  sermons  were  doctrinal,  replete  with  sentiment, 
concisely  and  closely  applied.     He  was  esteemed  one  of 
the  most  accurate  and  acute  disputants  of  his  day.     He 
was  celebrated  for  his  great  wit,  pleasantry,  and  good  hu- 
mour. His  company  was  courted  by  all  gentlemen  of  learn- 
ing and  ingenuity,  who  had  the  happiness  of  an  acquaint- 
ance with  him. 

All  the  ministers  who  illuminated  the  first  churches  in 
Connecticut  and  New-Haven,  except  Mr.  Warham  and 
Mr.  Davenport,  had  now  finished  their  course,  or  returned 
to  England ;  and  most  of  their  brethren,  who  composed  the 
first  churches,  slept  with  them  in  the  dust.  The  first  gov- 
ernors and  magistrates  were  no  more. 

The  next  year,  the  general  court  of  Connecticut  came 
to  a  resolve,  with  a  view  to  enforce  the  resolution  of  the 
synod,  upon  the  churches  in  Connecticut.  It  was  in  the 
words  following. 
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Book  I.     "  THts  court  understanding,  by  a  wntiitg  presented  to 
s^'v'^^/  thera,  from  several  persons  of  this  colony,  that  they  are 
Resolve  of  aggrieved,  that  they  are  not  entertained  in  church  fellow^ 
the  general  ggjp^  this  court,  having  duly  considered  the  samer  desirin^f 
pecUn^*"  that  the  rules  of  Christ  may  be  attended,  do  commend  it 
bapUsni     to  the  ministers  and  churches  in  this  colonv,  lo  consider^ 
and  church  whether  it  be  not  their  duty  to  entertain  all  such  persons, 
SS!  Oct.  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ®"  honest  and  godly  conversation,  having  a 
13, 1664.    competency  of  knowledge   in  the  principles  of  religion, 
and  sfiall  desire  to  join  with  them  in  church  fellowship,  by 
an  explicit  covenant ;  and  that  they  have  their  children 
baptized  :  and  that  all  the  children  of  the  church  be  ac-* 
cepted  and  accounted  real  members  of  the  church ;  and 
that  the  church  exercise  &  due  christian  care  and  watch 
over  them  :  and  that  when  they  are  grown  up,  being  ex- 
amined  by  the  officer,  in  the  face  of  the  church,  it  appear 
in  the  judgment  of  charity,  that  they  be  duly  qualified  to 
participate  in  that  great  ordinance  of  the  Lord's  supper, 
Dy  their  being  able  to  examine  themselves  and  discern  the 
Lord's  body,  such  persons  be  admitted  to  full  communion. 
"  The  court  desireth  the  several  oflScers  of  the  respec- 
tive churches  would  be  pleased  to  consider,  whether  it  be 
not  the  duty  of  the  court  to  order  the  churches  to  practice 
according  to  the  premises,  if  they  do  not  practice  without 
«       such  order.     If  any  dissent  from  the  contents  of  this  writ- 
ing, they  are  desired  to  help  the  court,  with  such  light  as  iff 
with  them,  the  next  session  of  this  assembly.'' 

The  secretary  was  directed  to  send  a  copy  of  this  reso^ 
lution  to  all  the  ministers  and  churches  in  the  colony. 

The  elders  and  churches,  who  would  not  comply  with 
the  proposed  innovation,  bad  not  only  to  combat  the  argu-* 
ments  and  influence  of  the  synod,  but  the  influence  of  the 
uneasy  people  in  the  congregations,  and  of  the  general 
court ;  but  it  was  but  slowly,  and  with  great  difficulty,  that 
the  practice  of  owning  the  covenant,  and  baptizing  the 
children  of  parents  who  did  not  enter  into  full  communion, 
and  attend  ooth  the  sacraments,  was  introduced.  But  few 
churches,  for  many  years,  admitted  the  practice,  and  some 
never  did.  It  appears  that,  notwithstanding  the  influence 
of  the  general  court,  and  the  resolutions  of  the  synods,  or 
general  councils,  a  majority  of  the  churches  in  Connecti- 
cut were  against  it.  They  imagined,  that  such  a  latitude 
in  baptism,  and  admission  of  members  to  communion, 
would  subvert  the  very  design  for  which  the  churches  of 
IMtcipliiie  New-England  were  planted. 

oMtinaM       The  discipline  and  wages  of  the  Connecticut  churches 
U^JJaf       continued  yet,  for  some  time,  nearly  in  the  same  situatioD 
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in  which  they  had  been  from  the  beginning.  The  clergy  Book  I. 
and  churches  were  strict  in  the  admission  of  members  to 
iuU  communion.  Those  who  Were  admitted,  generally 
made  a  pubh'c  relation  of  their  christian  experiences,  by 
which  they  gave  satisfaction  to  the  church  of  their  repeh* 
lance,  faith,  and  sincere  friendship  to  the  Redeemer. 

The  elders  and  churches  were  exceedingly  strict,  with 
respect  to  those  whom  they  ordained ;  oxaminine  them  not 
only  in  the  three  learned  languages  and  doctrinal  points  of 
theology,  with  respect  to  cases  of  conscience,  and  their 
ability  to  defend  Christianity  and  its  doctrines  against  infi- 
dels and  gainsayers,  but  with  respect  to  their  own  experi- 
mental, heart  religion.  All  those,  who  were  to  be  or- 
dained over  any  church,  previously  to  their  separation  to 
the  sacred  office,  satisfied  the  brotherhood  of  their  ,spiritu- 
al  birth,  and  were  admitted  to  their  communion  and  fellow- 
ship. None  were  ordained,  or  installed  over  any  church, 
until  after  they  had  been  admitted  to  its  full  communion 
and  fellowship. 

They  were  also  strict  in  the  formation  of  churches ; 
none  could  be  formed,  nor  any  minister  ordained,  without 
liberty  from  the  general  court,  and  the  approbation  of  the 
neighboring  elders  and  churches. 

From  the  preceding  view,  it  appears,  that  before  the 
union  there  were  fifteen  churches  m  Connecticut,  exclu- 
sive of  those  which  had  been  formed  upon  {jong-ldand* 
There  had  been  thirty-one  ministers  in  the  colony;  of  whom 
about  twenty-five  or  six  had  been  installed  or  ordained. 
Twenty-one  were  ministering  to  the  people  at  the  &ne  of 
the  union  ;  nineteen  of  whom  had  been  installed  or  or- 
dained. The  other  two,  Mr.  Noyes  and  Mr.  Collins,  were 
afterwards  settled  in  the  ministry,  in  the  towns  where,  .for 
§omc  years,  they  had  been  laboring. 
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FTER  the  reduction  of  the  Dutch  settlements,  colone) 
.  Nichols  fixed  his  residence  at  New- York,  to  manage 
the  affairs  of  government.     Sir  Robert  Carr,  Cartwriuif 
Conductor  j^P J  Maverick,  the  other  commissioners,  soon  went  to  Bos- 
comm?^     ton,  and  proceeded  upon  the  business  of  their  commission, 
siooers.      After  they  had  communicated  their  instructions  to  the  gen- 
eral court,  and  made  a  number  of  requisitions  inconsistent 
with  the  chartered  rights  of  the  colony,  and  some  inconsis- 
tent  with  the  rights  of  conscience  and  of  the  churches,  they 
went  from  Boston  to  Narraganset.     They  held  courts  at 
Warwick  and  Southerton,  and  spent  a  considerable  time  id 
hearing  the  complaints  of  the  Indians,  in  determining  the 
titles  of  the  English  to  their  lands  ;  and,  without  ODy  color 
of  authority  from  their  commission,  undertook  to  make  a 
new  province.     They  determined,   that  the  deed  of  the 
Rhode-Islanders,  from  the  Indians,  was  of  no  force.     Cap- 
*'  tain  Atherton,  and  others,  had  nmde  a  large  purchase  of 
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the  Indians,  in  Narraganset,  east  of  Pawcatuck  river,  and  Boor  I. 
the  planters  had  put  themselves  under  the  government  of  v^^v^^i/ 
Connecticut.  The  commissioners  determined,  that  cap-  1665. 
tain  Atherton's  deed  was  not  legal,  because  there  was  no 
mention  of  the  sum  which  he  had  paid.  However,  as  it 
appeared  that  considerable  had  been  paid  the  Indians  for 
the  lands,  the  commissioners  ordered  the  natives  to  pay 
to  the  purchasers  a  certain  quantity  of  wampum,  and  or- 
dered the  planters  to  move  off  from  the  lands.  As  the 
Narraganset  sachems  had,  in  1644,  made  their  subjection 
to  the  king  of  England,  acknowledging  themselves  to  be 
his  subjects,  they  declared  that  the  country  belonged  to 
his  majesty,  and  that,  in  future,  it  should  be  called  the 
king's  province.  They  determined, '  that  no  person,  of 
what  colony  soever,  should  presume  to  exercise  any  au- 
ihority  within  that  tract,  except  those  who  should  be  au- 
thorised by  them,  until  his  majesty's  pleasure  should  be 
known.  They  further  decreed,  that  the  king's  province 
should  extend  westward  to  the  middle  of  Pawcatuck  river, 
and  northward  as  far  as  the  south  line  of  Massachusetts. 
In  the  plenitude  of  their  power,  they  also  ordered,  that 
the  Pequots,  to  whom  the  General  Assembly  of  Connecti- 
cut had,  agreeable  to  a  resolution  of  the  commissioners  of 
the  united  colonies,  assigned  a  tract  of  land  on  the  east  of 
Pawcatuck,  should  be  removed  and  settled  in  some  other 
place,  which  the  assembly  should  appoint,  west  of  that  riv- 
er.* It  appears  that  they  came  to  these  important  decis- 
ions, without  givin?  Connecticut  notice,  or  ever  hearing 
what  reasons  the  colony  had  to  offer  against  them. 

When  they  had  finished  their  business  in  Narraganset, 
they  returned  to  Boston.  There  they  proceeded  in  the 
most  arbitrary  manner,  giving  the  general  court  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  the  whole  colony  unspeakable  trouble.  They 
undertook  the  protection  of  criminals  against  the  common- 
wealth ;  and  summoned  the  members  of  the  general  court 
before  them  to  answer  for  judgments  which  they  had  given 
in  their  legislative  and  executive  capacity.  1  hey  receiv- 
ed complaints  against  the  colony,  from  Indians  and  other 
disaffected  persons ;  and  undertook  to  judge  in  cases  which 
had  been  previously  prosecuted  to  a  final  adjudication,  ac- 
cording to  law.  Indeed,  they  did  not  content  themselves 
with  dctcnnining  civil  matters  only,  they  made  requisi- 
tions respecting  the  church.  They  demanded,  that  all 
persons  of  orthodox  opinions,  competent  knowledge,  and 

*  Records  of  Coonecticat,  in  their  book  of  patents,  letters,  deteFOiiiui- 
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Book  L  ciril  lives,  should  be  admitted  to  the  Lord^s  supper,  and 
v.^^v^w/  their  children  to  baptism.t 
1665.        While  the  general  court  of  Massachusetts  expressed  en- 
tire loyalty  to  his  m^'esty,  they  firmly  maintained  their 
charter  rights,  and  remonstrated  against  the  proceedings 
of  the  commissioners.     At  this  firm  conduct,  they  were 
highly  disgusted,  and  made  a  very  unfavorable  representa- 
,     lion  of  the  colony  to  his  majesty,  much  to  its  disadvan- 
tage. 

They  came  to  no  determination  with  respect  to  the  claim 
of  duke  Hamilton,  but  returned  the  answer  of  Connecticut 
to  the  king,  and  made  a  very  friendly  report  to  him  of  the 
manner  in  which  they  had  been  received  by  the  colony  of 
Connecticut,  and  of  the  loyalty  and  attachment  of  the  peo- 
ple to  his  royal  person.     In  consequence  of  it,  the  king 
sent  a  most  gracious  letter  to   the  colony.     In  this,  he 
says,  "  We  cannot. but  let  you  know  how  much  we  are 
pleased.     Although  your  carriage  doth  of  itself  most  Justly 
deserve  our  praise  and  approbation,  yet  it  seems  to  be  set 
off  with  more  lustre,  by  the  contrary  deportment  of  the 
jcolpny  of  Massachusetts.     We  shall  never  be  unmindful 
of  this  your  loyal  and  dutiful  behaviour." J 
MT^iuh       ^^  ^^^  general  election.  May  1 1th,  1666,  the  former  gov- 
166^.      '  crnor  and  council  were  re-elected. 
CouoiieB        The  general  assembly,  at  this  session,  proceeded  to  as- 
made  and  certain   the  limits  of  the  counties  and  the  business  of  the 
jpourtT"*  ^  county  courts.     It  was  enacted,   that   the  towns  upon  the 
.•^^^[ulated.  r}verj  froQi  the  north  bounds  of  Windsor,  with  Farmington, 
to  thirty  miles  island,   should  be  one  county,  to  be  called 
the  county  of  Hartford.     That  from  Pa  wcatuck  river,  with 
Norwich,  to  the  west  bounds  of  Hammonasset,  should  be 
one  county,   by  the  name  of  the  county  of  New-London ; 
and  that  from  the  east  bouijjdft  of  Stratford  to  the  western 
boundary  of  the  colony,  be  another  county,  to  be  known 
•    by  the  name  of  the  county  of  Fairfield.     The  county  courts 
were  to  consist  of  one  magistrate,  at  least,  and  of  two  jus- 
tices of  the  quorum.     If  three  magistrates  were  present 
they  were  authorised  to  proceed  to  business,  though  the 
justices  were  absent.     The  probatiqn  of  wills  and  all  tes- 
tamentary matters,  which  before  had  been  transacted  in  the 
court  of  magistrates,   were  referred  to  the  county  courts, 
with  the  liberty  of  appeal  to  the  superior  court* 
Iffkj  1667.     In  1667,  no  alteration  was  made  with  respect  to  the  gov- 
ernor and  council,  but  governor  Winthrop,  at  first,  declin- 
ed his  office.    The  assembly  appointed  a  committee,  qo^ 

f  Hutcbinson^«  Hist.  Tol.  i.  p.  230^256. 
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desired  to  know  the  reasons  of  his  desire  to  leave  the  chair.  Book  I. 
They  reported  the  reasons  to  the  assembly.     It  seems  that  s.^-n/^-^/ 
the  expense  of  his  offiee  was  such,  in  his  opinion,  that  he    1667, 
could  not,  consistently  with  his  duty  to  himself  and  family, 
continue  in  it,  without  some  further  allowance  from  the  colo- 
ny.    The  assembly  continued  their  earnest  desire,  that  he 
would  accept  the  t^ust  to  which  he  had  been  chosen.     To 
enable  him  to  supt)ort  his  office  with  dignity,  the  legisla- 
ture freed  all  his  estate,  in  the  colony,  from  taxation,  and 
granted  him  a  hundred  and  ten  pounds  out  of  the  public 
treasury.     Upon  these  encouragements,  in  connection  with 
the  desire  ana  unanimity  of  the  freemen,  he  consented  to 
accept  his  appointment. 

About  the  year  1664,  settlements  commenced  on  the  east  l^jmc 
side  of  Connecticut  river,  upon  the  tract,  on  that  side,  which  ^^^^  * 
originally  belonged  to  the  town  of  Saybrook.     In  May,  May,'i667. 
1667,  the  inhabitants  were  so  increased,  that  the  assembly 
made  them  a  distinct  town  by  the  name  of  Lyme.     The 
Indian  name  for  the  eastern  part  of  the  town  was  Nehan- 
tick. 

At  the  election  in  1668,  the  freemen  elected  Mr.  Alex- May  uth,^ 
ander  Bryan,  Mr.  James  Bishop,  Mr.  Anthony  Hawkins,  ^^^^• 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Wells,  magistrates,  instead  of  Mr.  Mat- 
thew Allen,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Crane,  and  Mr.  Clark. 

In  this  and  the  next  year,  several  new  setdements  were 
made  and  new  towns  incorporated. 

On  the  30th  of  Ma^,  1662,  a  purchase  was  made  of  the 
Indians,  of  a  township  of  land  termed,  thirty  miles  island. 
The  Indian  name  of  the  traet,  east  of  the  river,  since  call- 
ed East-Haddam,  was  Machemoodus.     The  original  pro- 
prietors were  twenty  eight.     They  began  their  settlements 
on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  and  the  inhabitants  were  so  Haddam 
increased  that,  in  the  session  in  October,  1668,  the  planta-  made  a 
tion  was  vested  with  town  privileges,  and  named  Haddam.  oct°'|668. 
The  extent  of  the  town  was  six  miles  east  and  west  of  the 
river. 

About  the  same  time  a  setdement  was  made  at  Massa-  Mavtacoe 
coe.     In  April,  1644,  the  general  court  of  Connecticut  P°J^^"*^> 
gave  liberty  to  governors  Hopkins  and  Haynes  to  dispose  ^toira,  bj 
of  the  lands  upon  Tunxis  river,  called  Massacoe,  to  such  of  the  oame 
the  inhabitants  of  Windsor  as  they  should  judge  expedient.  9^^y^ 
In  1647,  the  court  resolved,  that  Massacoe  should  be  pur-  *^' 
chased  by  the  country,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
dispose  of  it  to  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  Windsor  as  they 
should  choose.    A  purchase  of  the  lands  was  made  of  the 
Indians,  and  settlements  began  under  the  town  of  Wind- 
sor.   The  plantation^  at  first,  was  considered  as  an  ap- 
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pcndix,  or  part  of  that  towD.  In  the  session  in  May,  1 670, 
U  was  enacted,  that  Massacoe  should  be  a  distinct  town, 
by  the  name  of  Symsbury.  The  Kmits  granted  \?ere  ten 
miles  northward  from  the  north  bounds  ofFarmington,  and 
ten  miles  westward  from  the  western  bounds  of  Windsor. 

At  the  same  time,  New-Haven  Village  was  incorporated 
and  made  a  town,  by  the  name  of  Wallingford.  The  pur- 
chase of  the  town  was  made  by  governor  Eaton,  Mr.  Da- 
venport, and  other  planters  of  New-Haven,  in  Qecefriber, 
1638.  The  settlement  was  projected  in  1669.  A  com* 
mittee  was  appointed,  by  the  town  of  New-Haven,  vested 
with  powers  to  manage  the  whole  affair  of  the  settlement. 
This  committee  held  the  lands  in  trust,  and  acted  in  all  the 
affairs  of  the  town,  as  trustees,  until  May,  1672,  when  they 
resigned  their  tnisttothe  town. 

At  the  general  election,  'May,  1670,  William  Leet,  Esq. 
was  chosen  deputy  governor,  and  major  Mason,  who  for 
many  years  had  been  deputy  governor,  was  chosen  the  first 
magistrate. 

Until  this  time,  the  great  body  of  the  freemen  had  annu- 
ally convened  at  Hartford,  upon  the  day  of  election,  to 
make  choice  of  the  governor,  magistrates,  and  civil  officers, 
appointed  by  charter,  to  be  elected  on  that  day.  But  the 
freemen  were  now  become  so  numerous,  and  it  had  been 
found  to  be  so  expensive  and  inconvenient,  that  it  was 
judged  necessary  to  alter  the  mode  of  election.  The  as- 
sembly resolved,  ^'  That  henceforth  all  the  fireemen  of  this 
jurisdiction,  without  any  further  summons,  from  year  to 
^ycar,  shall  or  may  upon  the  second  Thursday  in  May  year- 
ly, in  person  or  in  proxy,  at  Hartford,  att;end  and  coosum* 
mate  the  election  of  governor,  deputy  governor,  and  as- 
sistants, and  such  other  public  officers  as  his  majesty  hath 
appointed,  by  our  charter,  then  yearly  to  be  chosen.^'  A 
law  was  then  made  regulating  the  freemen's  meetings  and 
the  mode  of  election,  for  substance  nearly  the  same  with 
the  law  respecting  the  election  at  the  present  time. 

While  the  colony  was  thus  extending  its  settlements, 
and  regulating  its  internal  police,  great  troubles  arose  res- 
pecting the  boundaries  between  Connecticut  and  Rhode- 
Island.  From  year  to  year  Connecticut  had  appointed 
committees  to  settle  the  boundary  line  between  the  colo- 
nies, but  all  their  attempts  had  been  unsuccessful. 

In  1668,  the  assembly  appointed  Mr.  Wyllys,  and  flir. 
Robert  Thompson,  of  Lonaon,  by  petition  or  otherwise,  to 
represent  the  affair  to  his  majesty,  and  obtain  a  resolutioti 
respecting  the  boundary  line.  Nothing  decisive,  however, 
was  effected.     Meanwhile,  the  conduct  of  RhodeJsland 
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was  such,  that  the  General  Assembly  of  Connecticut  de-  Book  L 
dared  it  to  be  intolerable,  and  contrary  to  the  settlement  v^-n^-^^ 
made  by  his  majesty's  commissioners.  The  assembly,  1670. 
therefore,  iff  May,  1670,  appointed  Mr.  Leet,  the  deputy- 
governor,  John  Allen,  and  James  RichaKis,  Esquires,  cap- 
tain John  Wintbrop,  and  captain  Benjamin  Newbury,  a  ' 
committee  to  meet  at  New-I^ndon,  the  June  following,  to 
treat  with  such  gentlemen,  from  Rhode-Island,  as  should 
be  sent,  properly  authorised  to  act  in  the  afiair ;  and  con- 
cerning the  injuries  which  the  inhabitants  of  that  colony 
had  done  to  the  people  of  Connecticut.  They  were  not 
only  vested  with  pleriary  powers  to  compromise  these  dif- 
ficuhies,  but,  in  case  the  commissioners  from  Rhode-Isl- 
and would  not  agree  to  some  e(|uitabte  mode  of  settlement, 
to  reduce  the  people  of  Squamacuck  and  Narraganset  to 
obedience  to  this  colony.  They  were  also  authorised  to 
hold  courts  in  the  Peauotand  Narraganset  country,  and  to 
hear  and  determine  all  cases  of  injury,  which  had  been 
done  to  the  inhabitants  of  Conne(^ticut,  according  to  law. 
Instructions  were  also  given  them  to  appoint  all  officers, 
necessary  for  the  peaceable  government  of  that  part  of  the 
colony. 

The  commissioners  of  the  two  colonies  met  at  New-Lon- 
don, but  could  effect  no  settlement  of  the  controversy. 
The  commissioners  from  Rhode-Island,  insisted  that  Paw- 
catuck  river  was  their  boundary,  according  to  the  express 
words  of  their  charter.  Those  from  Connecticut,  insisted 
that  their  charter,  which  was  prior  to  that  of  Rhode-Isjand, 
bounded  them  easterly  upon  Narraganset  bay  and  river, 
and  that  the  Pequot  country,  which  they  had  conquered, 
extended  ten  miles  east  of  Pawcatuck ;  that,  therefore, 
they  had  a  right  to  that  part,  both  by  charter  and  con- 
quest. 

As  no  agreement  could  be  effected,  the  committee  from. 
Connecticut,  went  into  the  Narraganset  country,  and  read 
the  charter  at  Wickford,  and  the  plantations  east  of  Pawca- 
tuck river,  and,  in  the  name  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Connecticut,  demanded  the  submission  and  obedience  of 
the  people  to  its  authority  and  laws.  They  also  appointed 
officers  for  the  good  government  of  the  people.* 

Both  colonies  had  something  plausible  to  plead.  The 
case,  truly  stated,  is  this.  The  old  patent  of  Connecticut, 
to  lord  Say  and  Seal,  lord  Brook,  and  their  associates, 
bounded  the  tract  conveyed  eastward,  by  Narraganset  bay 
and  river.  The  charter  granted  in  April,  1662,  gave  the 
same  boundaries  as  the  old  patent  in  1631.     Pawcatuck 

*  Records  of  CoQMCticut. 
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Book  I.  river  was  never  known  by  the  name  of  Narraganset  river, 
Vi^'^^^^/  and  it  mado  no  bay ;  consequently  the  mouth  of  it,  and  the 
1670.    sea  there,  could  not  be  called  Narraganset  bay.  But  when 
Mr.  John  Clark  was  in  England,  as  agent  for  the  colony  of 
Mr.  Win-  Rhode-Island,  in  1663,  there  arose  much  difficulty  between 
JJ^*^P^"^  him  and  Mr.  Winthrop,  respecting  the  boundaries  between 
submit  '   *'^^  ^^^o  colonies.     They  were  advised,  by  their  friends,  to 
their  difTe-  Submit  the  controverted  points  to  arbitrators,  in  England, 
rences  to   to  which  they  consented.     William  Breereton,  Esq.  ma- 
arbitrators  j^^  Robert  Thompson,  capt.  Richard  Deane,  capt.  John 
Brookhavcn,  and  doctor  Benjamin  Worseley,  were  mutu- 
ally chosen  to  hear  and  determine  the  differences  between 
them.     They  came  to  the  following  determination  : 
.  "  First,  That  a  river  there  commonlv  called  and  known 

terniina^    ^Y  P^wcatuck  river,  shall  be  the  certain  bounds  between 
iioo,  April,  those  two  colonies,  which  said  river  shall,  for  the  future, 
1663.      be  also  called  alias  Narragance  or  Narraganset  river/' 

''  Secondly,  If  any  part  of  that  purchase  at  Quinebaug 
doth  lie  along  upon  the  east  side  of  the  river,  that  goeto- 
down  by  New-London,  within  six  miles  of  the  said  river, 
that  then  it  shall  wholly  belong  to  Connecticut  colony,  as 
well  as  the  rest  which  lieth  on  the  western  side  of  the  afore- 
said river." 

''  Thirdly,  That  the  proprietors  and  inhabitants  of  that 
land  about  Mr.  Smith's  trading  house,  claimed  or  purchas- 
ed by  major  Atherton,  capt.  Hutchinson,  lieut.  Hudson, 
and  others,  or  given  unto  tnem  by  Indians,  shall  have  free 
liberty  to  choose  to  which  of  those  colonies  they  will  be* 
long.'' 

"  Fourthly,  That  propriety  shall  not  be  altered  nor 
destroyed,  but  carefully  maintained  through  the  said  colo^ 
Dies." 

To  this  the  two  agents/  John  Winthrop  and  John  Clark^ 
Esquires,  interchangeably  set  their  hands  and  seals,  as  an 
agreement  finally  terminating  the  controversy  between 
them.    This  was  signed  on  the  7th  of  March,  1663. 

In  consequence  of  this  agreement,  the  charter  of  Rhode- 
Island,  granted  July  8th,  1663,  bounded  that  colony  west-' 
ward  by  PawcatucK  river,  and  ordained,  with  particular 
reference  to  the  agreement,  which  is  recognized  in  the 
charter,  that  this. river  should  be  called  alias  Narragance 
or  Narraganset  river ;  and  that  the  same  shall  be  boldeik 
by  the  colony  of  Rhode-Island,  "  any  grant,  or  clause  in  a 
late  grant,  to  the  governor  and  company  of  Connecttcut 
colony  in  America,  to  the  contrary  thereof,  in  any  wise 
notwithstanding. 

The  proprietors,  mentioned  in  the  agreement,  nad^ 


Chap.  XIV.  CONNECTICUT.  321 

choice  of  the  government  of  Connecticut,  July  3cl,  1663,  Book  I. 
and  were  taken  under  the  jurisdiction  and  protection  of  v^^v^^ 
this  colony.  J167I. 

Connecticut  insisted,  that  Mr.  Winthrop's  agency  was 
finished  before  the  agreement  with  Mr.  Clark,  and  that  he 
had  never  received  any  instructions  from  the  colony  au- 
thorising him  to  enter  into  any  such  compact.  It  was  al- 
so pleaded,  that  his  Majesty  could  not  re-grant  that  which 
he  nad  previously  granted  to  Connecticut.  Rhode-Island 
insisted  on  the  agreement  between  Mr.  Winthrop  and  Mr. 
Clark,  and  on  the  limits  granted  in  the  charter  of  that  co- 
lony. Hence  arose  a  controversy  between  the  colonies, 
which  continued  more  than  sixty  years. 

Governor  Winthrop^  at  the  session  in  October,  again 
proposed  a  resignation  of  his  office,  and  desired  the  con- 
sent and  approbation  of  the  general  assembly*  The  as- 
sembly were  utterly  opposed  to  it,  and  could^  oy  no  means, 
he  persuaded  to  give  thei^  consent.  Through  the  influ- 
ence of  the  houses,  he  was  persuaded  to  keep  the  chair, 
and  means  were  adopted  to  give  him  satisfaction.  The 
assembly,  at  the  next  session,  granted  a  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  salary.  Grants  were  several  times  made  him  of 
valuable  tracts  of  land.  These  considerations,  with  th^ 
great  unanimity  and  esteem  of  the  freem()n,  prevailed  with 
fiim  to  continue  in  office  until  his  death. 

In  1671  the  former  officers  were  all  re-chosen.  Mar  1671. 

During  the  teitn  of  eighteen  or  twenty  years,  attempts 
had  been  making  to  settle  a  township  at  Paugasset.  About  Settlemenf 
the  year  1663,  it  appears  that  governor  Goodyear,  and  se-  of  Dcrbjf*. 
veral  other  gentlemen  in  New-Haven,  made  a  purchase  of 
a  considerable  tract  there.  About  the  year  1654,  it  seems 
that  some  few  settlements  were  made.  The  next  year,  at 
the  session  in  October,  the  planters  presented  a  petition 
to  the  general  court,  at  New-Haven,  to  be  made  a  distinct 
town,  and  to  order  their  affairs  independendy  of  the  other 
towns.  The  court  granted  their  petition ;  gave  them  lib- 
erty to  purchase  a  tract  sufficient  for  a  township;  released 
them  from  taxes ;  and  appointed  Richard  Baldwin  mode- 
rator to  call  meetings,  ana  conduct  the  affiiirs  of  the  plan- 
tation. At  the  next  court,  however,  Mr.  Prudden,  and  the 
people  of  Milford,  made  such  strong  remonstrances  against 
the  act,  that  the  court  determined  the  people  at  Paugasset 
should  continue,  as  they  had  been,  unaer  the  town  of  Mil- 
ibrd,  unless  the  parties  should  come  to  an  agreement,  res- 

Secting  the  incorporation  of  the  inhabitants  there  into  a 
istinct  township.     In  1 657  and  1 659  a  purchase  was  made 
of  the  lands  of  the  chief  sagamores,  Wetanamow  and  Ras* 

Q2 
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Book  I.  kenute.  ^The  purchase  appears  to  have  been  confirmed 
>«^^v^^/  afterwards  by  Okenuck,  the  chief  sachem*  Some  of  the 
167U  first  planters  were  Ed.  Wooster,  Ed.  Riggs,  Richard  Bald- 
win, Samuel  Hopkins,  Thomas  Langdon,  and  Francis 
French.  They  preferred  a  petition  to  the  general  assem- 
bly of  Connecticut,  praying  for  town  privileges,  in  1671. 
The  assembly  determined  that  their  south  bounds  should  be 
the  north  line  q{  Milford,  and  that  they  should  extend  their 
limits  twelve  miles  northward,  to  a  place  called  the  notch* 
For  their  encouragement,  it  was  promised,  that,  as  soon  as 
there  should  be  thirty  families  in  the  plantation,  they 
should  be  vested  with  town  privileges.  About  four  years 
after,  Oct.  1675,  they  renewed  their  application.  They 
represented  that  they  then  consisted  of  twelve  families,  and 
that  eleven  more  were  about  moving  directly  into  the  plan- 
tation: that  they  had  procured  a  minister,  buik  him  a 
house,  and  made  provision  for  the  enjoyment  of  divine  or- 
dinances. Upon  these  representations,  the  assembly  made* 
them  a  town,  by  the  name  of  Derby. 
J  Major  John 'Mason,  who,  for  many  years,  had  been  de- 

puty governor,  and  rendered  many  important  services  to 
the  colony,  being  far  advanced  in  years,  and  visited  witii 
many  infirmities,  about  this  time,  excused  himself  from  the 
election,    service  of  the  commonwealth.     At  the  next  election,  Mav 
M8j9ib,   9th,  1672,  Mr.  John  Nash  was  chosen  magistrate,  to  fill 
^^^     the  vacancy  made  by  his  resignation.* 

Until  this  time,  the  colony  had  kept  their  laws  in  manu- 
fiiaws  prin-  script,  and  had  promulgated  them,  by  sending  copies  to  be 
ltd.  publicly  read  in  the  respective  towns..    This  year,  the  first 

code  of  Connecticut  was  published.  It  was  printed  at 
Cambridge,  >n  Massachusetts.  It  consisted  of  between 
seventy  and  eighty  pages,  in  small  folio,  printed,  and  of 
nearly  the  same  number  of  blank  pages.  It  is  a  great  cu-' 
riosity.  The  preface  is  written  in-the  most  religious  manr 
ner,  sufficiently  solemn  for  an  introduction  to  a  body  of 
sermons.  It  is  thus  introduced,  '^  To  our  beloved  breth- 
ren and  neighbours,   the  inhabitants  of  Connecticut,  the 

*  Schn  Mason,  Esq.  wa9  bred  to  arms  io  the  Dutch  Netherlands,  noder 
Sir  Thomas  Fairfax.  He  came  into  New- England  with  Mr.  Wartiam  and 
hn  company,  in  1630.  Five  jears  after,  he  removed  to  Conntcticiit,  aa# 
was  one  of  the  first  planters  of  Wjodsor.  In  1642  he  was  chosen  mafif- 
trate  ;  in  which  office  he  continued  until  Maj,  1660,  when  he  was  choaeft 
deputy  irovernor.  In  this  office  he  continued  ten  years.  At  the  desire  of 
Itie  inhabitants  of  Say  brook,  and  for  the  defence  of  the  colony,  be  leaivr- 
ed  to  that  town  in  1647.-  From  thence  he  removed  to  Norwich,  in  1669, 
where  he  (^ed,  in  1672  or  '73,  in  the  73d  year  of  his  age.  He  was  taH  and 
portly,  full  of  martial  fire,  and  shunned  no  hardships  or  dangers  ia  the  de- 
i^nce  and  service  of  the  colony.  He  was  a  gentleman  not  opiy  of  diflCiB''- 
guished  heroism,  but  of  strict  inorala  aad  groat  prudeooe. 
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general  court  of  ^t  colony  wish  erace  and  peace  in  our  BooK  L 
Lord  Jesus/'    It  recognizes  the  design  of  the  first  plan-  >.^n/-^ 
ters,  "who,''  as  the  court  express  it,  "  settled  these  foun-     1679. 
dations,"  for  the  maintaining  of  ^  religion  according  to  the 

Sospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus ;"  which  it  declares  "  ought  to 
e  the  endeavour  of  all  those,  that  shall  succeed,  to  up- 
hold and  encourage  unto  all  generations."  The  assembly 
enacted,  that  every  family  should  have  a  law  book.  In  the 
blank  pages,  all  the  laws  enacted  after  1672  were  insert- 
ed, in  writing,  until  the  year  1699,  when  the  book  was  fill- 
tid  up. 

At  the  election,  May  6th,  1673,  Robert  Treat,  Esq.  was 
chosen  into  the  magistracy. 

At  this  court,  Richard  Smith  was  appointed  a  commis-  Court  of 
sioner  at  Narraganset,  and  vested  with  the  powers  of  ma-  jj^**^ 
gistracy  through  that  country.     A  court  of  commissioners  1673. 
ivas  instituted  there,  and  Mr.  Smith  was  appointed  the 
chief  judge.     This  court  had  cognizance  of  ail  cases  not 
exceeding  twenty  pounds,  provided  that  all  such  as  ex- 
ceeded forty  sliillings  should  be  tried  by  a  jury.     A  com- 
missioner* was  appointed  at  Pettyquamscot. 

As  war  had  been  declared  in  England,  the  bst  year,  a-  War  with 
eainst  the  Dutch,  the  colony  was  put  into  a  state  of  de- *^®  ^"**^^- 
fence.  It  was  ordered  diat  a  troop  of  horse  should  be  rais- 
ed in  each  county.  Thie  year,  the  colony  was  more  tho- 
roughly alarmed,  and  experienced  the  benefit  of  being  in  a 
food  state  of  preparation.  On  the  30th  of  July,  a  small 
>utch  fleet,  under  the  command  of  commodores  Cornelius 
Everste  and  Jacob  Benkes,  arrived  at  New- York.  Onr^ 
John  Manning,  wfad  commanded  the  fort  and  island  there, 
treacherously  delivered  them  up  to  the  enemy,  without  fir- 
ing a  gun,  or  attempting  the  least  resistance.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  New- York  and  New*Jersey  generally  submitted  to 
the  Dutch  without  opposition.  About  the  same  time,  the 
Dutch  captured  a  vessel  of  Mr.  Sillick's  of  this  colpny,  near 
one  of  the  harbours  of  the  western  towns. 

Upon  this  emen;ency,  a  special  assembly  was  convo^  ju^  ^_ 
ked,  at  Hartford,  on  the  7th  of  August.     Orders  were  im-  wimhlj 
mediately  issued,  that  the  respective  troops,  in  the  colony,  m«et,  and 
with  five  hundred  dragoons,  should  forthwith  be  ready  for  J^'JJ^ 
service ;  and  that  all  l£e  trainbands  shoukl  be  complete  in  the^atdi 
their  arms.     The  same  day,  Mr.  James  Richards  and  Mr.  commo- 
William  Roswell,  were  dispatched,  with  a  letter  from  the  ^^^-  ^^ 
assembly,  to  the  Dutch  commodores,  to  know  their  further 
intentions.     The  assembly  remonstrated  against  their  con- 
duct in  capturing  Mr.  Sillick's  vessel,  and  in  demanding 

'  Commi9!>ioncr  was  a  name  for  a  justice  of  the  peace. 
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PoQK  f.  the  submiasipn  of  his  majesty^s  English  subjects,  upon 
s^-xr^  (uong*lsl^nd,  and  that  thev  should  take  the  oath  of  alle- 
1673.  gistnce  to  the  States  General.  They  acquaiqted  the  Dutch 
CQinmanders,  that  the  ynited  colonies  were,  by  his  majes- 
ty, constituted  the  defpn^krs  of  the  lives  and  liberties  of  his 
subjects,  in  these  parts  of  his  dominiohs,  and  assured  them 
that  they  would  be  faithful  to  their  trust. 

The  asseipbly  appointed  thfl  governor,  deputy  govern- 
(QV,  and  a  ounibcr  of  the  council,  a  committee  of  war,  to  act 
a«  emergencies  should  require. 

The  Dutch  commanders  returned  a  soldier-like  answer 
to  the  piess^ngers  and  letter  from  Connecticut,  purporting, 
that  they  had  a  commission  to  do  all  damages,  in  their  pow- 
er, to  their  enemies,  by  land  and  sea  :  that  they  had  sum- 
'^  0ioned  the  towns  upon  Long-UI^nd  to  submit  to  them ;  and 
that,  unle^  they  should  comply,  they  would  reduce  them 
to  their  subjection  by  force  of  arms  :  that  as  the  vessel  they 
Ihad  t^l(en  \vas  their  enemy^s  it  was  strange  to  them  that 
any  questions  were  proposed  concerning  it :  and  that  while 
/  thev  doubted  not  of  the  faithfulness  oi  the  united  colonies 
in  defending  their  majesty's  sul^crts,  they  should  not  be 
less  zealous  and  faithful  in  the  service  of  the  States  Gene- 
ral.* 

On  the  1 1  th  of  August,  the  committee  of  war  met  at 
Hartford.     They  appear  to  have  apprehended  an  imme- 
diate invasion.     Thev  gave  orders,  that  the  whole  militia 
of  the  colony  should  be  rea^y  to  march  at  an  hour's  warn- 
ing, to  any  place  which  might  be  attacked.     They  made 
such  arrangement  of  the  dragoons,  and  sent  such  assistance 
to  their  Cri?nd^  upon  Long-Island,  as  prevented  an  inva> 
sion  of  any  part  of  the  colony,  and  \hfi  plupder  and  des* 
tructjon  of  the  English  uppn  the  island. 
AMembiy       Qn  the  meeting  of  the  assembly,  in  October,  letters  were 
pieetOct.  sent  to  Massachusetts  and  Plymouth,  to  solicit  their  upited 
^*  assistance  against  the  Putcb,  and  to  know  their  opinio^ 

relative  to  proclaiming  war,  and  engaging  in  offensive  ope> 
^     lotions  against  tiiem.    Mr.  John  Banks  was  sent  express 
'^  to  the  Put^d  ^qmiqftqderfli,  wi(h  a  spirited  reipon^traiiqe  a- 
gaiost  the  conduct  of  the  Putch,  lyho  had  thn^aleoed  the 
towns  on  the  Islaad  with  destrMCtiqn,  by  fire  ^nd  sword^ 
imUs9  ttiey  woujd  submit  aiv4  sw^ar  f^Uegiance  to  the 
States  General.    Th^y  haid  sept  $hips  and  Qn  armed  fivcc 
.  towards  the  e%9^  eod  pf  |he  island,  to  subdue  the  p^ple ; 

.  ^t  had  been  pr^Y^^^^*    Th^  assembly  assured  there,  that 

they  knew  hp^  Jq  avf^oge  thepi$eives  udoq  their  plaata- 
^iofts,  ^nd  not  only  90,  but  upon  dieir  head  quarters,  if  thf 
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colonies  should  rite,  and  warned  tbem  of  the  consequences  Book  L 
of  injuring  the  English  towns  upon  the  island.  \^-v-v/ 

Connecticut,  upon  consulting  their  confederates,  found  1674« 
it  to  be  the  general  opinion  to  act  offensively  against  the 
Dutch,  A  special  assembly  was  called  on  the  36th  of  No- 
vember, ana  war  was  immediately  proclaimed  against 
them.  It  was  determined,  that  an  expedition  should  be 
undertaken  against  New^York.  This,  it  seems,  was  in 
conjunction  with  the  other  confederates.  Major  Treat 
was  appointed  to  command  the  troops  from  Connecticut* 

The  Dutch  not  only  threatened  the  English  towns  on  the 
island  with  destruction,  but,  it  seems,  made  several  de- 
scents upon  it,  with  a  view  to  attack  them :  however,  by 
the  assistance  of  the  troops  from  Connecticut,  they  were, 
in  all  instances,  repulsed,  and  driven  from  the  island.*  Be-? 
fore  suitable  preparations  could  be  made  for  an  attack  up- 
on  the  Dutch,  at  their  head  quarters,  the  season  was  too 
£air  advanced  fpr  military  operations.  Early  in  the  spring, 
the  news  of  a  general  pacification  between  England  and 
Holland,  prevented  all  further  proceedings  of  this  kind. 
The  whole  militia  of  the  colony,  at  this  time,  amounted  to 
no  more  than  2,070  men.  One  quarter,  it  seems,  were 
mounted  as  dragoons,  and  employed  for  the  defence  of  the 
colony,  and  of  nii  majesty's  English  subjects  upon  Long- 
Islanq. 

The  only  alteration  made  by  the  election  in  1674,  was 
the  choice  pf  Thomas  Topping,  Esq.  instead  of  Mr.  Haw- 
kins. 

As  the  iphal^itants  of  Long-fsland  had  been  protected 
and  governed,  the  latter  part  of  the  last  year,  by  Connecti- 
cut, they  made  application,  at  this  assembly,  for  the  fur- 
tfier  enjoyment  of  its  protection  and  government.  The 
legislature  accepted  tbem,  and  appointed  officers  in  the 
several  English  towns,  as  they  had  done  at  their  session 
^e  preceamg  October. 

Upon  the  application  of  the  town  of  Wickford,  and  other 
plantatiops  in  Narraganset,  the  legislature  took  them  un- 
der the  government  of  this  colony.  A  court  was  instituted 
at  Stooington,  for  the  government  of  the  people  in  Narra- 
g^Qset,  \mi  they  might  not  live  in  dissolute  practices,  to 
the  dishonour  of  Gqd,  of  the  king  and  nation,  and  to  the 
Maedi^iping  of  Uie  very  heathens*  Pompe- 

The  legislature,  in  167^,  granted  liberty  to  Mr.  Shcr-raugseu 
loan,  Mr.  William  Curtiss,  and  their  associates,  to  make  ^^^ff^ 

Elantation  at  Pomperaug*    Such  a  number  of  settlements  "y^. 
ad  been  made  there,  in  about  two  years,  that  the  assembly,  bary. 
*  Recordi  of  Connecticat^  and  letters  oa  filt. 


326  niSTORY  OF  Chap.  XIV, 

Book  I.  in  May,  1674,  enacted  that  it  should  be  a  town,  by  the 
v-^N/x^  name  of  Woodbury. 
1675.        Scarcely  had  the  colonics  recovered  from  one  calamity 
and  danger,  before  new  and  more  terrible  scenes  of  alarm 
and  destruction  presented  themselves.     Not  only  Connecti- 
cut, but  all  the  New-England  colonies,  were  now  verging 
upon  a  most  distressful  and  important  period,  in  wnich 
their  very  existence  was  endangered. 
Major  An-      Upon  the  pacification  with  the  Dutch,  the  duke  of  York, 
droM  ap-    to  remove  all  doubt  and  controversy  respecting  his  proper- 
^^rrnor    ^V  '"  ^"»^rica,  took  out  a  new  patent  from  the  king,  June 
of  New-     29lh,  1674,  granting  the  same  territory  described  in  the 
York.        former  patent.     Two  days  after,  he  commissioned  major, 
afterwards  Sir  Edmund  Andross,  to  be  governor  of  Newr- 
York,  and  all   his  territories  in  these  parts.     The  major 
was  a  mere  tool  of  the  duke,  and  a  tyrant  over  the  people. 
Mr.  Smith,  in  his  history  of  New- York,  observes,  "  That 
he  knew  no  law  but  the  will  of  his  master;  and  that  Kirk 
and  Jefferies  were  not  fitter  instruments  than  he  to  execute 
the  despotic  projects  of  James  the  second.'' 
flis  clr/ims      Notwithstanding  the  priority  of  the  patent  of  Connecticut 
upon  Con-  ^^  x\^q  jy{^p  ^|*  York's,  and  the  determination  of  his  majes- 
1675  "*'    tv^s  commissioners  about  ten  years  before,  he  set  up  the 
cfukc's  claim  to  all  that  part  of  the  colony  which  lies  to  the 
westward  of  Connecticut  river,  and  he  threatened  the  colo- 
ny with  an  invasion. 
War  with       At  the  same  time,  Philip,  sachem  of  the  Wampanoags, 
^*^*       commenced  hostilities  against  the  colonies,  and  involved 
The  rea-    them  in  a  most  bloody  and  destructive  war.     It  had  been 
•wwofit.   supposed,  that  the  Indians,  for  several  years,  had  beea 
concerting  a  general  conspiracy  against  the  plantations  in 
New^-EnglancI,  with  a  view  of  extirpating  the  English  from 
the  country.     They  viewed  themselves  as  a  free  and  inde- 
pendent people.     Their  sachemfl  were  men  of  high  and 
independent  spirits.    They  considered  themselves  as  sove- 
reign princes,  and  claimed  to  be  the  original  proprietors 
and  lords  of  the  land.     They  viewed  the  English  as  intru- 
ders and  usurpers.     While,  therefore,  they  saw  them,  in 
almost  every  quarter,  extending  their  settlements  over  the 
dominions  of  their  ancestors,  they  could  not  but  kindle  inte 
resentment,  and  adopt  counsels  to  prevent  the  loss  of  their 
liberties  and  country.  Though  they  had  entered  into  trea- 
ties with  the  colonies,  and  acknowledged  themselves  to  be 
'  *         subjects  of  the  king  of  England,  yet  it  is  by  no  means  pro- 
bable, that,  by  these  treaties  and  acknowledgments,  they 
designed  to  give  up  their  independence,  or  any  of  their 
natural  rights.     They  viewed  themselves  rather  as  allies, 
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than  as  subjects  of  Eagland.  To  be  called  to  an  account  Book  L 
for  their  conduct,  and  tabe  thwarted  in  their  designs,  hy  y..^^^^^ 
the  colonies,  or  to  be  holden  as  amenable  to  them  ior  their  1675, 
actions,  was  a  treatment  which  their  haughty  spirits  coald 
not  brook*  These  were  general  reasons  for  which  they 
might  wish  for  the  destruction  of  their  English  neighbors* 
But  be3ide  these,  there  were  others,  which  had  more  imme- 
diate influence  upon  Philip.  John  Sausaman,  a  christian 
Indian,  who  had  once  been  a  subject  of  Philip,  made  a  dis- 
covery of  his  plots  aeainst  the  English.  Philip,  fired  with 
resentment,  procured  the  murder  of  Suasaman*  The  mur- 
derers were  discovered,  tried  by  the  English  laws,  and  ex- 
ecuted. Philip,  enraged  at  the  execution  of  his  subjects, 
conscious  of  his  own  guilt,  and  probably  apprehensive  for 
his  personal  safety,  armed  his  own  warriors,  the  Wampa- 
noags,  and  such  strange  Indians  as  he  could  engage  to  em- 
bark in  his  measures,  and,  with  the  most  hostile  appearan- 
ces, began  to  march  up  and  down  the  country. 

As  the  colonies,  for  soine  time,  had  been  apprised,  that 
the  Indians  were  forming  designs  against  them,  they,  by 
treaties,  and  such  other  means  as  appeared  to  be  wise  and 
politic,  had  been  attempting  to  prevent  the  storm.  Not- 
withstanding, it  now  burst  upon  tnem  with  uncommon  fury. 
Its  destruction  was  wide  ana  dreadful. 

Philip^s  numbers  daily  increasing,  gave  him  fresh  cour-  The  In- 
age,  and  increased  his  insolence.     On  the  20th  of  June,  ^^J^^^ 
1675,   his  Indians  commenced  hostilities  upon  Swanzey,  tuitiet, 
one  of  the  frontier  towns  of  New-Plymouth,  bordering  on  Juoo  20th- 
the  territories  of  Philip,   whose  chief  seat  was  at  Mount 
Hope.^     They  insulted  the  English,  rifled  their  houses, 
ancl  killed  their  cattle.     Four  days  after,  they  killed  nine, 
and  wounded  seven  of  the  inhabitants.     The  troops  of  that 
colony  marched  immediately  to  the  defence  of  the  town. 
In  four  days,  they  were  reinforced  with  several  companies 
from  Boston.     On  the  29th,  the  troops  were  drawn  forth 
against  ihc  enemy.     They  instantly  fled  before  them,  for  a 
mile  or  two,  and  took  refuge  in  a  swamp.     The  next  day, 
major  Savage  arrived  with  more  troops  and  a  general  com- 
mand from  Boston.     He  marched  the  army  mto  the  In- 
dian towns,,  to  surprise  their  head  quarters,  and  give  them 
battle  upon  their  own  grounds.     The  troops  found  the  en* 
emy's  towns,  and  even  the  seat  of  Philip,  deserted  with 
marks  of  the  utmost  precipitation.     As  the  Indians  fled,     " 
they  marked  their  route  with  the  burning  of  buildings,  the 
scalps,  hands,  and  heads  of  the  English,  which  they  had 

*  Mount  Hope  is  an  eiahience  in  the  esurtern  part  of  the  town  of  Brivtvl, 
ioRhode-hbad. 
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Book  I.  taken  off  and  fixed  upon  poles  by  the  way  side*    As  they 
v.i^»N/-^iu/  could  not  come  up  with  the  enemy,  they  returned  to  their 

1675.    head  quarters,  at  Swanzey. 
Troops  In  consequence  of  the  War  With  Philip,  the  commission- 

^it^^  crs  of  the  united  colonies  met  at  Boston,  and  governor 
iimaDd  tSe  Winthrop,  who  was  one  of  the  commissioners  forConn^ct- 
•eaport  icut,  was  gone  there,  to  attend  the  business  of  the  country, 
towns.  Deputy-governor  Leetand  the  council,  upon  receiving  in- 
telligence of  the  war,  dispatched  troops  to  Stoningtbu,  to 
defend  that  part  of  the  colony  against  the  enemy. 

At  the  same  time,  it  was  discovered  that  major  Andross 
wds  about  to  make  a  hostile  invasion  of  the  colony,  and  to 
demand  a  surrender  of  its  most  itnportant  posts  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  duke  of  York.     Detachments  from  the  mi- 
litia were,  therefore,  sent,  with  the  utmost  expedition,  to 
New-London   and  Saybrook*     Captain  Thomas  Bull,  of 
Hartford,  commanded  the  party  sent  to  Saybrook. 
Major  An-     About  the  8th  or  9th  of  July,  the  people  of  that  town 
droM  ap-  were  surprised  by  the  appearance  of  major  Andross,  with 
an*r  'ed*  ^^  Slimed  force,  in  the  sound,  making  directly  for  the  fort, 
force  at     They  had  received  no  intelligence  of  the  affair,  nor  instmc- 
Saybrook.  tions  from  the  governor  and  council,  how  to  conduct  them- 
selves upon  such  an  emergency.     They  were,  at  first,  un- 
determined whether  to  make  any  resistance  or  not ;  but 
they  did  not  hesitate  long.     As  the  danger  approached, 
and  their  surprise  abated,  the  martial  spirit  began  to  en- 
kindle ;  the  fort  was  manned,  and  the  militia  of  the  town 
drawn  out  for  its  defencei*     At  this  critical  juncture,  cap- 
tain Bull  with  his  company  arrived,  and  the  most  vigorous 
exertions  were  made,  for  the  defence  of  the  fort  andtown. 
Demandfl   ^^  ^®  l^^'^?  major  Andross,  with  several  armed  sloops^ 
the  fort,     drew  up  before  the  fort,  hoisted  the  king's  flag  on  board, 
and  demanded  a  surrender  of  the  fortress  and  town*     Cap- 
tain Bull  raised  his  majesty's  colors  in  the  fort,  and  arrang- 
ed his  men  in  the  best  manner.     They  appeared  with  a 
good  countenance,  determined  and  eager  for  action.     The 
major  did  not  like  to  fire  on  the  king's  colors,  and  perceiv- 
ing that,  should  he  attempt  to  reduce  the  town  by  force,  it 
would  be  a  bloody  afiair,  judged  it  expedient  not  to  fire  up- 
on the  troops.     He,  nevertheless,  lay  all  that  day,  and  part 
of  the  next,  ofi*  against  the  fort. 
Assembly       ^^^  critical  State  of  the  colony  had  occasioned  the  meet- 
seet,        ing  of  the  assembly,  at  Hartford,  on  the  9th  of  July.  They 
July  9th.    immediately  proceeded  to  draw  up  a  declaration,  or  pro- 
test, against  the  major,  in  the  words  following. 

*  Letter  froni  the  Jlev.  Mr.  Buckingham  to  the  goveraor  and  counciK 
on  Uie  subject 
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"  Whereas,  wc  are  informed  that  major  Edmund  Andross  Book  L 
is  come  with  some  considerable  force  into  this  his  majes-  v.^^r'^i^ 
ty's  colony  of  Connecticut,  which  might  be  construed  to    1675. 
be  in  pursuance  of  his  letter  to  us,  to  invade  or  intrude  up-  Proteit  a- 
on  the  same,  or  upon  some  part  of  our  charter  limits  and  ?*"»*  ^^ 
privileges,  and  so  to  molest  his  majesty^s  good  suHocts,  in  j^^ioth. 
this  juncture,  when  the  heathen  rage  against  the  English, 
and  by  fire  and  sword  have  destroyed  many  of  his  majesty's 
good  subjects,  our  neighbors  of  Plymouth  colony,  and  still 
arc  carrying  their  heads  about  the  country,  as  trophies  of 
their  good  success  ;  and  yet  are  proceeding  further  in  their 
cruel  designs  against  the  English;  in  faithfulness  to  our 
royal  sovereign,  and  in  obedience  to  his  majesty's  com- 
tnands,  in  his  gracious  charter  to  this  colony,  we  can  do 
no  less  than  publicly  declare  and  protest  against  the  said 
major  Edmund  Andross,  and  these  his  illegal  proceedings, 
as  also  against  all  his  aiders  and  abettors,  as  disturbers  of 
the  peace  of  his  majesty's  good  subjects  in  this  colony ; 
and  that  his  and  their  actions,  in  this  juncture,  tend  to  the 
encouragement  of  the  heathen  to  proceed  in  the  effusion  of 
christian  blood,  which  may  be  very  like  to  be  the  conse- 
quence of  his  actions,  anci  which  we  shall  unavoidably  lay 
at  his  door,  and  use  our  utmost  power  and  endeavour,  (ex- 
pecting therein  the  assistance  of  Almighty  God)  to  defend 
the  good  people  of  this  colony  from  the  said  major  An- 
dross his  attempts ;  not  doubtmg  but  his  majesty  will  coun- 
tenance and  approve  our  just  proceedings  therein,  they 
being  according  to  the  commission  we  have  received  from 
tis  majesty,  in  his  gracious  charter  to  this  colony ;  by 
Irhich  power  and  trust,  so  committed  unto  us,  we  doagaia 
forewarn  and  advise  the  said  major  Andross,  and  all  his 
aiders  and  abettors,  to  forbear  and  desist  such  forenamed 
tinjust  and  unwarrantable  practices,  as  they  expect  to  an- 
iwer  the  same,  with  all  such  just  damages  and  costs  as  may 
arise  or  accrue  thereby.     And  we  do  further,  in  his  majes-* 
ty's  name,  require  and  command  all  the  good  people^  hi^ 
majesty's  subjects,  of  this  colony  of  Connecticut,  under 
Our  present  govcrnnjent,  utterly  to  refuse  to  attend,  coun- 
tenance or  obey  the  said  major  Edmund  Andross,  or  any 
tinder  him,  in  any  order,  instruction,  or  command,  diverse 
from  or  contrary  to  the  laws  and  orders  of  this  colony  here 
established,  by  virtue  of  his  majesty's  gracious  charter, 
granted  to  this  colony  of  Connecticut,  as  they  will  answer 
the  contrary  at  their  peril." 

"  God  save  the  King." 

This  was  voted  unanimously.     It  was  sent  by  an  ex- 
press to  Saybrook,  with  instructiofns  te  captaiD  Bull  to  pro- 
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pose  to  major  Andross  the  reference  of  the  aiTair  in  dispute 
to  comofiissioncrs,  to  meet  in  any  place  in  this  colony 
which  he  should  choose.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  12th 
of  July,  the  major  desired  that  he  might  have  admittance 
on  shore,  and  an  inteiTiew  with  the  ministers  and  chief 
oflTiccrs.  He  probably  imagined,  that  if  he  could  read  the 
duke's  patent  and  his  own  (:ommission,  it  would  make  an 
impression  upon  the  people,  and  that  he  should  gain  by 
art  that  which  he  could  not  by  force  of  arms.  He  was  al- 
lowed to  come  on  shore  with  bis  suit.  Meanwhile,  the  ex- 
press arrived  with  the  protest,  and  instructions  from  the 
assembly.  Captain  Bull  and  his  officers,  with  the  officers 
'  and  gentlemen  of  the  town,  met  the  major,  at  his  landing, 
and  acquainted  him  that  they  had,  at  that  instant,  received 
instnictioiis  to  tender  him  a  treaty,  and  to  refer  the  whole 
matter  in  controversy  to  commissioners,  capable  of  deter- 
mining it  according  to  law  and  justice* .  The  major  rejecl- 
ed  the  proposal,  and  forthwith  commanded,  in  his  majes- 
ty's name,  that  the  duke's  patent,  and  the  commission 
which  he  had  received  from  his  royal  highness,  should  be 
read.  Captain  Bull  commanded  him,  in  his  majesty's 
name,  to  forbear  reading.*  When  his  clerk  attempted  (o 
persist  in  reading,  the  captain  repeated  his  command,  with 
such  energy  of  voice  and  manner,  as  convinced  the  major 
it  was  not  safe  to  proceed.  The  captain  then  acuuainted 
him  that  he  had  an  address  from  the  assembly  to  him,  and 
read  the  protest.  Governor  Andross,  pleased  wiUi  his 
bold  and  soldier-like  appearance,  said,  ^^  What  is  your 
name  ?"  He  replie<l,  "  My  name  is  Bull,  Sir."  "  Bull  I" 
said  the  governor,  'Mt  is  a  pity  that  your  horns  are  not 
tipped  with  silver."  Finding  he  could  make  no  impres- 
sion upon  the  officers  or  people,  and  that  the  legislature  of 
the  colony  were  determined  to  defend  themselves,  in  the 
possession  of  their  chartered  rights^  he  gave  up  his  design 
of  seizing  the  fort.  He  represented  the  protect  as  a  slen- 
der affair,  and  an  ill  requital  of  his  kindness.  He  said, 
however,  he  should  do  no  more.  The  militia  of  the  town 
guarvled  him  to  his  boat,  and  going  on  board  hesooa  sail- 
ed for  Long- Island.  . 

The  general  assembly  considered  this  as  a  great  abuse 
and  insult  of  the  colony,  and,  upon  receiving  an  account 
of  the  major's  conduct,  came  to  the  following  resolution. 

^^  This  court  orders,  that  this  declaration  shall  forthwith 
be  sent  forth  to  the  several  plantations,  sealed  with  the 
seal  of  the  colony,  and  signed  by  the  secretary,  to  be  there 
published." 

*  CaptaSn  Bairt  letter  t«  (be  asKmblj. 
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"  Forasmuch  as  the  good  people  of  his  majesty's  colo-  Book  I. 
ny  of  Connecticut  have  met  with  much  trouble  and  moles-  v^^v-w 
TtUion  from  major  Edmund  Andross,  his  challenge  and  at-  1675. 
tempts  to  sui"prise  the  main  part  of  said  colony,  which  they 
have  so  rightfiHly  obtained,  so  long  possessed,  and  defend- 
ed against  all  invasions  of  Dutch  atul  Indians,  to  the  great 
grievance  of  his  majesty's  good  subjects  in  their  settle- 
ments, and  to  despoil  the  happy  government,  by  charter 
from  his  majesty  granted  to  themselves,  and  under  which 
they  have  enjoyed  many  halcyon  days  of  peace  and  tran- 
quillity, to  their  great  satisfaction,  and  to  the  content  of 
his  majesty,  graciously  expressed  by  letters  to  them,  so 
greatly  engaging  their  loyalty  and  thankfulness,  as  makes 
It  intolerable  to  he  put  on  from  so  long  and  just  settlement 
under  his  majesty's  government  by  charter.  Hereupon, 
for  the  prevention  of  misrepresentations  into  England,  by 
the  said  major  Andross  against  us,  for  our  refusal,  and  with- 
standing his  attempts,  made  with  hostile  appearances  to 
surprise  us  at  Saybrook,  while  we  were  approaching  to- 
wards a  savage  Indian  enemy  that  had  committed  much 
outrage  and  murder,  by  fire  and  sword,  upon  our  neigh- 
i>ours  about  Plymouth  ;  this  court  have  desired  the  hon- 
orable John  Winthpop  and  James  Richards,  Esquires,  or 
cither  of  them,  (intending  a  voyage  to  England  upon  their 
own  occaMons,)  to  lake  with  them  the  narrative  and  co- 
pies of  all  the  transactions  betwixt  us,  and  to  give  a  right 
understanding  for  clearing  our  innocence,  and  better  secur- 
ing our  enjoyments  as  occasion  shall  offer.'' 

As  the  Narraganset  Indians  were  considered  as  abettors  '^^  •"■y 
of  Philip,  harbouring  the  old  men  and  women  whom  heJJ^JJ^^ 
had  sent  oif  to  them,  and  as  the  colonies  feared  that  they  gauset. 
would  proceed  to  open  hostilities,  unless  it  could  be  pre- 
vented by  some  vigorous  measures,  it  was  determined  to 
march  the  army,  which  had  been  rendezvoused  at  Swan- 
zey,  immediately  into  their  country,  and  to  treat  with  them 
sword  in  hand.    Captain  Hutchinson  was  dispatched  com- 
missioner, from  the  eeneral  court  of  Massachusetts,  to  con* 
duct  the  treaty.*     On  the  16th  of  July,  a  treaty  was  con-  '^^^^\ 
eluded  between  the  united  colonies  and  the  six  Narragan-^l^l^rJ^.^ 
set  sachems,  and  the  sunk  squaw  or  old  queen  of  Narra-  gansct*. 
ganset.     Perpetual  peace  was  stipulated  between  the  par- 
ties.    It  was  also  agreed,  that  all  stolen  goods  should  be  re- 
turned: that  neither  Philip  nor  any  of  his  subjects  should 
be  harboured  by  the  Narragansets ;  but   if  any  of  them 
should  enter  upon  their  lands  they  should  kill  and  destroy 

*  Major  Wait  Wiolhrop  and  Mr.  Richard  Smith  wen  commiMionprs 
from  Conoectirut- 
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Book  I.  them,  until  a  cessation  of  hostilities  should  be  concluded 
K^-s/-^^^  between  Philip  and  the  united  colonies  :  that  the  commis- 
1675.    sioners  should  give  to  any  of  the  Narraganset  Indians,  who 
should  bring  in  Philip  alive,  forty  coats,  and  twenty  for  his 
head  :  that  two  coats  should  be  given  for  every  subject  of 
Philip  delivered  alive  to  the  English,  and  one  lorliij*  head. 
On  the  part  of  the  Narragansets,  hostages  were  delivered, 
as  a  security,  for  the  faithful   performance  of  the  treaty. 
This,  at  best,  was  a  forced  business,  rather  calculated  to 
irritate,  than  to  reconcile  a  free  and  haughty  people.     The 
conditions  were  imposed  by  the  army* 
Fight  at         On  the   17th  of  July,  the  troops  returned  to  Taunton. 
Ntfck*7ul   Upon  intelligence,  that  Philip  and  his  warriors  were  in  a 
18Ui.'        swamp  atPocasset,  the  MassachuseUs  and  Plymouth  for- 
ces formed  a  junction,  and  on  the  18th,  attacked  ibem  with 
firmness  and  resolution.     The  enemy  had  chosen  an   ad- 
vantageous retreat.    As  the  army  entered  the  swamp,  they 
retired  deeper  and  deeper  into  it,  until  the  troops  were  leu 
into  such  an  hideous  thicket,  that  it  was  impossible  for 
them  to  keep  their  order*     It  was  so  thick  and  dark,  as  the 
night  approached,  that  the  men  were  in  danger,  not  only 
from  the  enemy,  l3ut  from  one  another.     They  fired  at  ev^ 
ery  bush  which  appeared  to  shake.     The  action  was  Gon«* 
tinned  until  night,  when  the  English  retreated.     The  a|« 
tempt  was  unhappy.     Sixteen  brave  men  were  killed,  and 
Philip  and  his  men,  after  they  had  been  reduced  to  the 
greatest  distress,  and  were  upon  the  point  of  surrendering 
themselves,  made  their  escape.     A  fine  army  was  collect- 
ed.    Philip  was  enclosed  in  a  swamp  and  neck  of  laiid| 
and  could  not  at  that  time  have  made  his  escape,  by  any 
other  ineans  than  by  defeating,  or  fighting  his  way  through 
the  army,  had  the  English  conducted  with  prudence  and 
fortitude.     They  might  have  renewed  the  attack  upon  hira 
next  morning,  and  had  the  day  before  them  to  finish  their 
>vork,  and  put  an  end  to  the  war  ;  but,  instead  of  this,  they 
left  s^  few  companies  to  guard  the  swamp,  which  was  upon 
Pocasset  neck,  and  starve  out  the  enemy.     Philip,  aboiH 
si:(  or  eight  days  after,  found  means  to  rid  himself  from  the 
danger.     He  cither  waded  across  an  arm  of  the  sea,  at  low 
water,  or  psassed  over  it  with  his  warriors  upon  rafts.     He 
and  his  waixiors  triumphed,  and  were  blown  up  with  still 
greater  courage  and  insolence.     The  Indians  in  general 
were  encouraged,  so  that  soon  after  there  was  a  genera) 
rising  of  them  against  the  English  throughout  New-Eng- 
land, for  an  extent  of  pearly  three  hundred  miles. 

As  the  Indians  had  lived  promiscuously  with  the  Eng- 
lish, in  all  parts  of  the  country,  they  were  generally  as  welj( 
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acquainted  with  their  dwellings,  fields,  and  places  of  wor-  Book  I. 
ship,  as  themselves.  They  were  perfectly  acquainted  with  ^>^''s/'^ 
their  i*oads,  times,  and  places  of  resort.     They  were  at    1675* 
hand,  to  watch  all  their  motions,  to  attack  them  at  every  Advanta- 
difficult  pass,  and  in  every  unguarded  moment.     Except  ^^^^ 
some  of  the  thickest  settlements,  and  the  centre  of  the 
townSi  the  country  was  a  vast  wilderness.     This  enabled 
the  encmy^  not  only  in  small  skulkine  parties,  but  in  great 
bodies,  to  make  their  approaches  undiscovered,  almost  into 
the  very  midst  of  them ;  and  under  covert  of  the  night,  to 
creep  into  their  barns,  gardens,  and  out  houses ;  to  con- 
ceal themselves  behind  their  fences,  and  lie  in  wait  for  them 
pn  the  roads  and  in  their  fields.     Sometimes  they  conceal- 
ed themselves  before  their  very  doors.     No  sooner  did 
they  open  them,  in  the  morning,  than  they  were  instantly 
shot  dead.     From  almost  everv  quarter,  they  were  ready 
to  rise  upon  them,     At  midnignt,  in  the  morning,  or  when* 
ever  they  could  obtain  an  advantage,  they  were  ready  to 
attack  them.     While  the  English  were  hunting  them  in  one 
place,  they  would  be  slaying  the  inhabitants,  and  plunder- 
ing and  burning  in  another.     In  a  short  time,  they  woul(} 
plunder  and  bum  a  town,  kill  and  captivate  the  inhabitants, 
and  retire  into  swamps  and  fastnesses,  where  it  was  dan* 
gerous  to  pursue,  diflBcult  to  discover,  and  impossible  to 
attack  them,  but  at  the  greatest  disadvantage. 

Notwithstanding  every  precaution  and  exertion  of  the  Danfi:er 
colonies,  they  continued  plundering,  burning,  killing,  andanddii- 
captivating,  in  one  place  and  another,  and  kept  the  whole  J.^}^^**^ 
country  in  continual  fear  and  alarm.     There  was  no  safety 
to  man,  woman,  nor  child ;  to  him  who  went  out,  nor  to 
him  who  came  in.     Whether  they  were  asleep  or  awake-*- 
whcther  they  journeyed,  laboured,  or  worshipped,  they 
were  in  continual  jeopaniy.     The  inhabitants  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Plymouth,  and   Rhode-Island,  especially,  wem 
killed,  plundered,  and  their  towns  and  buildings  oumed, 
in  a  most  distressing  and  terrible  manner. 

Beside  other  damages,  not  so  considerable,   captain  Captain 
Hutchinson,  who  had  been  sent  with  a  party  of  horse,  to  Hutchin- 
treat  with  the  Nipmuck  Indians,  was  drawn  into  an  am-  ^  *a"5 
bush,  near  Brookficld,  and  mortally  wounded.     Sixteen  of  BrookfieU 
his  company  were  killed.   The  enemy  then  rushed  in  upon  *>""**» 
the  town,  and  burnt  all  the  dwelling-houses,  except  one,  ^^^' 
which  was  defended  by  the  garrison,  until  it  was  reinfor- 
ced, two  days  after,  by  major  Willard.     The  enemy  then 
drew  off,  having  bunied  twenty  dwelling-houses,  with  all 
the  barns  and  ogt  houses,  and  killed  all  the  catdc  and 
horses  which  ibey  could  find-     In  Septenbefi  Iladley, 
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Book  I.  Dccrfield,  ond  Northfield,  on  Connecticut  river,  were  al- 
N^^v^^  tacked,  and  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  killed  and  wound- 
1675.  cd«  Most  of  the  buildings  in  Deeriicid  were  burnt,  and 
Hadley,  Northfield  was  soon  after  abandoned  to  the  enemy.  There 
^North-  ^^^  ^  number  of  skirmishes,  about  the  same  time,  in  that 
field  at.  P^r^  of  the  country,' in  which  the  English,  on  the  whole, 
tacked,      were  losers^ 

Captain         Captain  Beers  was  surprised  near  Northfield,  by  a  lai^e 
Beers  and  body  of  the  enemy,  and  he  and  twenty  of  his  party  were 

hw  party     ^:\\^^ 
killed         Kinea. 

Sept.\2th.  The  officers  who  commanded  in  that  quarter,  finding 
that,  by  sending  out  parties,  they  sustained  continual  loss 
and  disappointment,  and  eficcted  nothing  of  importance, 
determined  to  collect  a  magazine  at  Hadley,  and  garrison 
the  town.  At  Deerfield,  there  were  about  three  thousand 
bushels  of  wheat  in  stack.  It  was  resolved  to  thriesh  this 
out,  and  bring  it  down  to  Hadley.  While  captain  Lothrop, 
with  a  chosen  corps  of  young  men,  the  flower  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Essex,  was  guarding  the  teams  employed  in  this  ser- 
vice, seven  or  eight  hundred  Indians  suddenly  attacked 
Captain  him.  Though  he  fought  with  great  bravery,  yet  he  fell, 
Lothrop     ^.jjh  nearly  his  whole  party.     Many  of  the  teamsters  were 

party  kill-  ^'^^  ^"^  ^"*  Ninety  or  an  hundred  men  were  killed  oa 
edy  Sept.  the  spot«  Captain  Mosely,  who  was  stationed  at  Deer«> 
18th.  field,  marched  to  reinforce  captain  Lothrop,  but  he  arrived 
too  late  for  his  assistance.  Captain  Mosely  was  thea 
obliged  to  fi^ht  the  whole  body  of  the  enemy,  for  several 
hours,  until  the  brave  major  Treat,  of  Connecticut,  with 
about  a  hundred  and  sixty  Englishmen  and  Moheagan  In- 
dians, marched  up  to  his  assistance,  and  put  the  enemy  to 
flijght.*  The  fall  of  captain  Lothrop,  and  such  a  fine  liody 
ofmen,  was  a  heavy  loss  to  the  country ;  especially  to  the 
county  of  Essex,  filling  it  with  great  and  universal  lamenta- 
tion. 

During  the  term  of  about  forty  years,  the  Indians  in  the 
vicinity  of  Springfield  had  lived  in  the  greatest  harmony 
with  the  English,  and  still  made  the  strongest  professions 
Indian  of  friendship  ;  yet,  about  this  time,  they  conspired  with 
treachery,  phiijp^g  warriors  for  the  destruction  of  that  town.  At  the 
distance  of  about  a  mile  from  it  they  had  a  fort.  The 
evening  before  they  made  their  assault,  they  received  in- 
to it  about  three  hundred  of  Philip's  warriors.     The  same 

*  Tlie  rommiflsionprp,  about  the  middle  of  September,  ordered  1000 
men  to  be  raised '  for  ibe  general  defence.  Of  theKe  500  were  to  be  dra- 
goons, witl)  long  arm?.  Connecticut  ivqb  required  to  raise  315  men,  for 
her  proportion.  A  considerable  part  of  this  force  wan  emplujed  by  Con* 
nf^tiout,  under  miyor  Treat,  for  the  defence  of  the  upper  towns.  Captairi 
IVatts  had  been  iwt  injUi  a  company  to  Deeifeld,  .lome  t^e  before. 
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evening,  one  Toto,  a  Windsor  Indian,  discovered  the  plot,  Book  I« 
and  dispatches  were  immediately  sent  oS^  from  Windsor  s^^v^^^ 
to  Springfield,  and  to  major  Treat,  whalay  at  Westfield,    1675. 
with  the  Connecticut  troops,  to  apprise  them  of  the  danger. 
But  the  people  at  Springfield  were  so  strongly  persuaded 
of  the  friendship  of  those  Indians,  that  they  would  not  cre- 
dit the  report.     One  lieutenant  Cooper,   who  commanded 
there,  was  so  infatuated,  that,  as  soon  as  the  morning  ap- 
peared, instead  of  collecting  bis  men  and  preparing  for  the 
defence  of  the  town,  he,  with  another  bold  man,  rode  out, 
with  a  design  to  go  to  the  fort,  and  discover  how  the  mat- 
ter was.     He  soon  met  the  enemy,  who  killed  his  compan- 
ion, by  his  side,  and  shot  several  balls  through  his  body. 
As  he  was  a  man  of  great  strength  and  courage,  he  kept  his 
horse,  though  mortally  wounded,  until  he  reached  the  first 
garrisoned  house,  andf  gave  the  alarm.     The  enemy  imme- 
diately commenced  a  furious  attack  upon  the  town,  and  f^/J"^ 
began  to  set  fire  to  the  buildings*     The  inhabitants  were  tacked 
in  the  utmost  consternation.     They  had  none  to  command  and  partly 
them,  and  must  soon  have  all  fallen  a  bloody  sacrifice  to  a  *>"'"*^^- 
merciless  foe,  had  not  major  Treat  appeared  for  their  re- 
lief.    Upon  receiving  intelligence  of  the  designs  of  the  , 
enemy,  he  marched,  without  loss  of  time ;  but  meeting  with 
considerable  hindrance  in  crossing  the  river,   for  want  of 
boats,  his  arrival  was  not  in  such  season  as  to.prevent  the 
attack.     He  soon  drove  off  the  enemy,  saved  the  inhabit- 
ants, and  a  considerable  part  of  the  town.     Great  damage, 
however,  was  done  in  a  very  short  time.     Thirty  dwelling 
bouses,  besides  barns  and  out  houses,  were  burned.     Ma- 
jor Pynchcon  and  Mr.  Purchas  sustained  each  the  loss  of 
a  thousand  pounds.*  .  Mr.  Pelatiah  Glover,  minister  of  the 
town,  lost  his  house,  with  a  large  and  excellent  library. 

In  this  stage  of  the  war,  the  General  Assembly  of  Con- 
necticut convened,  October  14th.  The  court,  sensible  of 
the  good  conduct  of  major  Treat,  in  defending  the  colony, 
and  the  towns  on  Long-Island  against  the  Dutch,  and  in  re- 
lieving captain  Moselv  and  Springfield,  returned  him  pub- 
lic thanks,  appointed  him  to  the  command  of  all  the  troops 
to  be  raised  in  the  colony,  to  act  against  the  enemy,  and 
desired  his  acceptance  of  the  service. 

Upon  intelligence  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fitch,  thatalai^e 
body  of  the  enemy  were  approaching  the  town  of  Norwich, 
major  Treat  was  directed  to  march  forthwith,  for  the  de- 
fence of  that  part  of  the  colony.     But  soon  after,  his  or- 

*  Major  Puncheon  was  at  Uadlej,  but  did  not  come  down,  with  the 
troops  there,  in  season  to  prevent' this  great  damage.  He  had,  until  this 
time,  the  chief- command  in  that  part  of  the  country,  but  be  •Qoa«fter  rer 
.aif^d  it,  that  he  might  take  care  of  his  own  ^aiop  . 
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Book  L  dcrs  "were  cSuntcrmanded,  and  he  marched  for  Norlhatnp- 
v-^^N^-'^^  ton.     Here  he  arrived  in  season  to  render  his  country  an- 
16  5.    other  piece  of  important  service.     The  enemy  had  been 
AsMQlt      80  elated  with  their  various  successes,  that,  having  coHcc- 
k^Oc^**'  ^^^  about  eight  hundred  of  (heir  warriors,  they  made  a  fu- 
liihi         rious  attack  upon  Hadlcy.     Almost  every  part  of  the  town 
was  assaulted  at  the  same  instants     But  the  town  was  de- 
fended by  officers  and  men  of  vigilance  and  spirit,  so  that 
the  enemy  every  where  met  with  a  warm  reception.     Sev- 
eral parties  of  the  Massachusetts  troops,  who  were  in  the 
neighboring  garrisons,  flew  to  their  assistance,  and  major 
Treat,  advancing  with  his  usual  dispatch  from  Northamp- 
''^routed  ^^"'  ^^^"  attacked  them,  with  his  whole  force,  and  they 
'  were  put  to  a  total  flights     They  sustained  such  loss,  and 
Rendez-     ^^""^  ®^  disheartened,  that,  from  this  thne,  the  main  body 
T0U8  in       of  them  left  that  part  of  the  countrv,  and  held  their  general 
Naij^gan-  rendezvous  in  Narraganset.     Small  numbers,  howevei*,  re- 
^^'  mained,  doing  damage  as  they  had  opportunity,  and  keep- 

ing the  people  in  constant  fear  and  alarm. 

From  the  intelligence  communicated  to  the  ^cnervl  as^ 
sembly  of  Connecticut,  during  the  October  session,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  enemy  had  designs  upon  almost  all  the 
mibWa-  fro"^^®''"  towns  in  the  colony.  Each  county  ,was  therefore 
dopt  mea-  required  to  raise  sixty  dragoons,  complete  in  arms,  hors- 
mre»  for  es,  and  ammunition,  for  the  immediate  defence  of  the  colo- 
thc  com-  ^y^  wherever  their  services  might  be  necessary.  Captain 
'  ^  ^  Avery  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  forty  Englisamen 
from  the  towns  of  New-London,  Sionington,  ana  Ljrme, 
with  such  a  number  of  Pequots  as  he  should  judge  expedi- 
ent, for  the  defence  of  that  part  of  the  country,  and  the  an* 
noyance  of  the  enemy,  as  occasion  should  present.  Cap- 
tain John  Mason  was  appointed  to  command  anotherparty 
of  twenty  Englishmen,  and  the  Moheagan  Indians.  These 
parties  were  ordered  to  post  themselves  in  the  best  manner 
to  guard  the  eastern  towns,  and  to  act  conjointly  or  sepa- 
rately, as  emergencies  should  require.  An  army  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  dragoons  was  appointed  to  act  against 
the  enemy,  under  the  command  of  major  Treat.  It  was 
ordered  that  all  the  towns  should  be  fortified,  and  that  ev- 
ery town  should  provide  the  best  plates  of  defence  of  which 
it  was  capable,  for  the  security  of  the  women  and  children, 
who  were  directed  to  repair  to  them  upon  the  first  intima- 
tions of  danger.  The  inhabitants  of  the  towns  on  the 
frontiers,  who  were  few  in  number,  and  most  exposed, 
were  advised  to  remove  their  best  effects,  and  people  una- 
ble to  defend  themselves,  to  retire  into  the  more  populous 
tarts  of  the  colony,  where  they  woiild  be  in  a  more  pro- 
able  state  of  safety. 
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The  Narragansets,  in  direct  violation  of  the  treaty,  which  Book  I. 
they  had  made  with  the  colonies,  gave  a  friendly  reccp-  v-^-v"^^ 
tion  to  Philip's  men  and  other  hostile  Indians.     The  com-    1675. 
missioners  of  the  united  colonies  were  satisfied,  that  some  The  Nar- 
of  them  had  been  in  actual  service,  in  the  assaults  which  f*^**^^ 
had  been  made  upon  the  English.     Their  young  menhadrous. 
returned  wounded  to  Narraganset.     It  was  supposed,  that  Reasons  of 
the  Narraganset  sachems  could  muster  two  thousand  war»^.  **P*" 
riors,  and  that  they  had  a  thousand  muskets.     It  was  judg-  g^^t*" 
ed  that,  if  they  should  all  engage,  in  the  spring,  in  open  them, 
hostilities,  and  scatter,  as  they  might,  into  all  parts  of  the 
country, -all  the  force,  which  the  colonies  coula  bring  into 
the  field,  would  not  be  sufficient  to  defend  the  plantations 
against  the  united  exertions  of  the  enemy.     In  the  summer 
and  fall  past,  one  company  of  brave  men  after  another  had 
been  cut  off,  and  future  prospects  were  not  more  favora- 
ble.    The  commissioners  of  the  united  colonies  therefore        ^ 
resolved,  that  an  army  of  a  thousand  men  should  be  rai8-oflS[«if 
cd,  for  a  winter  campaign,   to  attack  the  enemy  at  their 
head  quarters,  in  the  Narraganset  country.     The  colony 
of  Massachusetts  furnished  a  corps  of  five  hundred  and 
twenty  seven  men,  consisting  of  six  companies  6f  foot  and 
a  troop  of  horse,  commandea  by  major  Appleton.     Plym- 
outh furnished  one  hundred  and  fifty-eieht  men,  consistine 
of  two  companies,  under  the  command  of  major  Bradford 
and  captain  Gorham.     The  proportion  of  Connecticut  was 
three  hundred  and  fifteen  mcri,  but  they  sent  into  the  field 
three  hundred  English  men  and  IdOMoheaganand  Pequot- 
Indians*     These  were  divided  into  five  companies,  com- 
manded  by  captains  Seely,  Gallup,  Mason,  Watts,  and 
Marshall.     This  corps  was  commanded  by  major  Treat. 
The  honorable  Josiah  Winslow,  Esq.  governor  of  NeW- 
Plymouth,  was  appointed  commander  m  chief.     The  or- 
ders of  the  commissioners  to  Connecticut  were  issued  at 
Boston,  the  12ih  of  November.     They  required,  that  the 
best  officers  and   firmest  men  should  be  appointed,  and 
armed  and  clothed  in  the  best  manner.     It  was  required^ 
that  the  troops  should  rendezvous  at  New-London,  Nor- 
wich, and  Stonington,  by  the  10th  of  December,  ready  to 
receive  orders  from  the  commander  in  chief. 

The  commissioners  were  sensible,  that  an  expedition,  at  Danger  of 
this  season,  would  be  most  distressful  and  hazardous.  Such  the  ezpe^ 
is  the  extremity  of  the  weather,  in  this  climate,  that  they  ^^^^ 
were  not  without  apprehensions ;  the  whole  army  might  per- 
iah,  should  the  troops  be  obliged  to  lie  uncovered  a  single 
night  in  the  open  field.     It  did  not  escape  their  delibera- 
tions, that  the  snow  often  fell  so  deep,  that  it  would  be  ex- 

S  2 
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Book  L  tpcmely  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  send  any  succours  ta 
v^"v^^/  the  anny,  in  cause  of  any  misfortune ;  but  they  considered 
1^75.  this  as  the  only  probable  expedient  of  defeating  the  ene- 
my, and  preventing  the  desolating  of  the  country.  They 
observecf,  ^'  It  was  a  humbling  providence  of  God,  that  put 
his  poor  people  to  be  meditating  a  matter  of  war  at  such^ 
season."  They  appointed  the  second  of  December  to  be 
observed  as  a  solemn  fast,  to  seek  the  divine  aid.* 

The  Connecticut  troops  arrived  at  Pettyquamscot,  on  the 
17th  of  December.     Here  had  been  a  number  of  buildings, 
in  which  the.  troops  expected  to  have  been  covered  and 
kindly  entertained ;  but  the  enemy,  a  day  or  two  before, 
had  killed  ten  men  and  five  women  and  children,  and  burn- 
ed all  the  houses  and  barns.     The  next  day,  they  formed 
Saturday,  j^  junction  with  the  Massachusetts  and  Plymouth  forces.r 
Though  the  evening  was  cold  and  stormy,  the  troops  were 
Line  of      obliged  to  remain  uncovered  in  the  open  field.     Tbenext 
march,      morning,  at  the  dawning  of  the  day,  tney  commenced  their 
Lordjt       march  towards  the  enemy,  who  wei*e  in  a  swamp  at  about 
19th.        fifteen  miles  distance.     The   troops  from  Massachusetts, 
headed  by  captains  Mosely  and  Qavenport,  led  the  van ; 
their  rear  was  brought  up  by  major  Appleton  and  captaia 
Oliver.     General  Winslow,  with  the  Plymouth  companies^ 
formed  in  the  centre ;  and  the  troops  of  Connecticut  form- 
ed in  the  rear  of  the  whole,  brought  up  by  major  Treats 
This  was  the  line  of  march,  t 

The  troops  proceeded  with  great  spirit,  wading  through 
the  snow,  in  a  severe  season,  until  nearly  one  o^cIock,  wim- 
out  fire  to  warm  or  food  to  refresh  them,  except  what  had 
been  taken  on  the  way.     At  this  time,  they  had  arrived  just 
Situation    upon  the  seat  of  the  enemy.     This  was  upon  a  rising 
of  the  ene- ground,  in  the  centre  of  a  large  swamp.     It  was  fortified 
"^*  with  palisades,  and  compassed  with  a  hedge  without,  near- 

ly of  a  rod^s  thickness.  The  only  entrance,  which  appear- 
ed practicable,  was  over  a  log,  or  tree,  which  lay  up  five  or 
six  feet  from  the  ground.  This  opening  was  commanded 
in  front  by  a  kind  of  log  house,  and  on  the  left  by  a  flanker. 
As  soon  as  the  troops  entered  the  skirts  of  the  swamp,  they 
discovered  an  advanced  party  of  the  enemy,  upon  whom 
they  immediately  fired.  The  enemy  returned  the  fire,  and 
retired  before  them,  until  they  were  led  to  the  very  en- 
Attack  trance  by  the  blockhouse.  Without  reconnoitering  the 
nponthe  fop^  qj.  waiting  for  the  army  to  march  up  and  form  for  the 
attack,  the  Massachusetts  troops,  led  on  by  their  officers, 
with  great  courage,  mounted  the  tree  and  entered  the  fort  j 

*  Letters  of  Che  commissioDen  to  Connecticut, 
t  Uabbaiti?!  Narrative,  p.  104. 
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but  they  were  so  galled  from  the  blockhouse,  and  receiv-  Book  I. 
ed  such  a  furious  and  well  directed  fire  from  almost  tvety  s^^n/^'^W 
quarter,  that,  after  every^  exertion  of  skill  and  courage,  of   1675. 
which  they  were  capable,  they  were  obliged  to  retreat  out 
of  the  fort.    The  whole  array  pressed  forward  with  the  ut- 
most courage  and  exertion,  but  such  were  the  ollfttructions 
from  the  swamp  and  the  snow,  that  it  was  a  considerable 
time  before  the  men  could  all  be  brought  up  to  action.     By 
reason  of  this,  and  the  sharpness  of  the  fire  from  the  flanker 
and  block-house,  a  sufficient  number  of  men  Were  not  able 
to  enter  the  fort  to  support  those  brave  officers  and  men, 
who  so  courageously  began  the  assault.    Captains  John-  ^*^*  ^^•' 
son  and  Davenport,  and  many  brave  men  of  the  Massachu- 
setts, Were  killed.     The  Connecticut  troops,  who  formed 
id  the  rear,  coming  up  to  the  charge,  mounted  over  the  log 
before  the   blockhouse,  the  captains  leading  and  spiriting 
up  the  men  in  the   most  undaunted  manner.     About  the 
same  time  that  the  main  body  of  the  Connecticut  troops 
were  forcing  their  way  by  the  blockhouse,  a  few  bold  men 
ran  round  to  the  opposite  part  of  the  fort,  where  they  found 
a  narrow  spot  where  there  were  no  palisades,  but  a  high 
and  thick  hedge  of  trees  and  brush.     The  sharpness  of  th^ 
action  in  the  front  had  drawn  off  the  enemy  from  this  part, 
and  climbing  over  unobserved,  they  ran  down  between  the 
wigwams,  and  poured  a  heavy  and  well  directed  fire  upon 
the  backs  of  the  enemy,  who  lay  wholly  exposed  to  their 
shot.*     Thus  assaulted,  in  front  and  rear,  they  were  driven 
from  the  flanker  and  block-house.     The  captains  crying 
out,  they  run,  they  run,  the  men  pressed  so  furiously  upon 
them,  that  they  were  forced  from  that  part  of  the  fort.    The 
soldiers  without  rushed  in,  with  great  spirit,  and  the  ene- 
taj  were  driven  from  one  covert  and  hidmg  place  to  anoth- 
er, until  the  middle  of  the  fort  was  gained  ;  and  after  a 
long  and  bloody  action  they  were  totally  routed  and  fled 
into  the  wilderness.     As  they  retired,  the  soldiers  set  fire  Theene- 
to  the  wigwams,  about  six  hundred  of  which  wefd  instantlv  ^^^^' 
consumed.     The  enemy^s  corn,  stores,  and  utensils,  with  their  wig- 
many  of  their  old  men,  women,  and  children,  perished  in  warns 
the  conflagration.     It  was  supposed,  that  three  hundred  ^"'^' 
warriors  were  slain,   besides  many  wounded,  who  after- 
wards died  of  their  wounds  and  with  the  cold.    Nearly  the 
same  number  were  taken,  with  three  hundred  women  and 
children.     From  the  number  of  wigwams  in  the  fort,  it  is 
probable  that  the  whole  number  of  the  Indians  was  nearly 

*  Manuscripts  of  the  ReT.  Mr.  Ruggles.  He  obterTes,  ^Mtisa  pitj 
things  so  curious  and  remarkable,  and  wiierein  the  hand  of  Providence  so 
eTidently  appeared,  as  in  taking  the  fort  ^i  Narraganieti  should  be  lott« 
Thejr  desenre  to  be  recorded  In  biitory.** 
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Book  I.  four  thou&and.     Those  who  were  not  killed  in  battle,  or 
N^v^^^  did  not  perish  in  the  flames,  fled  to  a  cedar  swamp,  where 
1676.    they  spent  the  night,  without  food,  fire,  or  covering. 

It  was,  nevertheless,  a  dearly  bought  victory.  Six  brave 
captains  fell  in  the  action,  and  eighty  men  were  killed  or 
mortally  frbunded.     A  hundred  and  fifty  were  wounded, 
who  afterwards  recovered.     After  ibe  fatiguing  march,  and 
hard  fought  battle  of  three  hours,  in  which  the  troops  had 
been  exercised,  the  army,  just  at  the  setting  of  the  sun, 
having,  burnt  and  destroyed  all  in  their  power,  left  the  en- 
emy's ground,  and,  carrying  about  two  hundred  dead  and 
wounded  men,  marched  back,  sixteen  or  eighteen  miles, 
March  to    to  head  quarters.     The  night  was  very  cold  and  stormy, 
head  qaar-  The  sqow  fipll  deep,  and  it  was  not  until  midnight,  or  after, 
'         that  the  army  got  in.     Many  of  the  wounded,  who  other- 
wise might  have  recovered,  died  with  the  cold,  and  the  fa- 
tigue and  inconveniences  of  such  a  distressing  march.*  Af- 
ter lying  the  preceding  night  in  the  open  field,  and  after 
all  the  exertions  of  so  long  and  sharp  an  action,  the  army 
marched,  through  snow  and  a  pathless  wilderness,  in  less 
Cooram     than  twenty-four  hours,  more  than  thirty  miles.     The  cour- 
and^hau^-  age  exhibited  bjr  every  part  of  the  array,  the  invincible  he- 
^ipien-'  roism  of  the  ofiicers,  the  6i*mness  and  resolution  of  the  sol- 
dored.       diers,  when  th.ey  saw  their  captains  falling  before  them, 
and  the  h^rdship^  endurpd,  are  hardly  credible,  and  rarely 
find  a  parallel  m  ancient  or  modern  ages.     The  cold  was 
extr«me,  and  the  snow  fell  so  deep  that  night,  that  it  was 
State  of     difficult,  the  next  day,  for  the  army  to  move.     Many  of 
Jo^the"^   the  soldiers  were  frozen,  and  their  limbs  exceedingly  swol- 
jjpth.         '^n.     Four  hundred  were  disabled  and  unfit  for  duty. .  The 
Connecticut  trpops  were  more  disabled  than  those  of  the 
other  colonies.     They  had  endured  a  tedious  march  from 
Stonin^ton  to  Pettyquamscpt ;  and  as  the  buildings   thefe 
were  all  destroyed,  they  endured  great  hardships   before 
their  junction  with  the  troops  of  the  other  colonies.     They 
had  sustained  a  much  greater  loss  in  the  action,  in  propor- 
tion to  their  numbers,  than  the  trpops  of  the  other  colo- 

*  It  appears,  bj  the  letters  from  the  army,  that  twenty  men  only  were  kil- 
led in  the  action.  This  was  the  whole  number  dead,  when  Uie  army  beraa 
their  march  for  head  quarters.  Eight  were  left  pn  the  grouo^,  and  twelva 
carried  off  by  the  army.  Ten  or  twelve  died  on  the  march,  and  several 
next  morning,  so  that  On  the  90th  of  December,  thirty-four  were  baried  n 
a  grave.  Poor  died  the  next  day,  and  two  the  day  after.  Forty  ooly  were 
dead  on  the  2^.  Though  the  best  sui^ons  which  the  couptiy  could  for- 
Dish,  were  provided,  yet  tfie  season  was  so  severe,  and  the  accommodatioDS, 
after  all  the  exertions  which  could  be  made,  so  poor,  that,  by  the  end  of 
Januaqr,  twenty  more  were  in  their  graves.  The  number  mentioned,  at 
killed,  m  the  ancient  histories,  included  all  who  were  killed  or  died  atier* 
Wards  of  their  womidi. 
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nies.t  Of  the  five  Connecticut  csiptains,  three,  Seely,  Gal-  Book  h 
lup,  and  Marshall,  were  killed,  and  captain  Mason  receiv-  \^'>/^'s/ 
ed  a  wound,  of  which  he  died  about  nine  months  after.  1675. 
Msirshall  was  killed  as  he  ascended  the  tree  before  the  log 
hou^e.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  dreadful,  when. the 
Connecticut  men  were  entering,  and  after  they  first  enter- 
ed the  fort,  until  the  men  who  came  in  upon  the  backs  of 
them,  began  to  fire  their  large  muskets,  loaded  with  pistol 
bullets,  upon  the  enemy,  where  they  stood  together  in  the  clo- 
sest manner.  This  at  once  disconcerted  them,  and  check- 
ed their  fire,  in  that  quarter.  Gallup  and  Seely,  leading 
and.  animating  their  men,  in  this  dreadful  moment,  soon 
fell.  The  enemy  made  an  obstinate  defence,  after  the  men 
gained  the  fort  the  second  time,  taking  the  advantage  of 
their  block-houses,  wigwams,  and  every  covert  of  which 
they  could  avail  themselves.  I^ome  of  the  soldiers  expend- 
ed all  their  ammunition  before  the  action  n^as  terminated, 
and  were  obliged  to  seek  new  supplies. 

The  troops  from  Connecticut  had  sustained  such  a  loss 
pf  officers,  and  were  so  disabled,  that  major  Treat  judged 

t  The  whoje  number  killed  and  wounded,  waB  about  two  hundred.  From 
the  returns  a^d  letters  before  me,  it  appears,  that  of  the  Massachusetts, 
there  were  one  hundred  killed  and  wounded,  of  whom  thirty-one  were  kil- 
led or  died  of  their  wounds.  Among  these  were  captains  Johnson,  Daven- 
port, and  Gardiner.  They  had,  also,  a  lieutenant  Upham  mortally  wound- 
f  d,  who  died  afterwards  at  Boston.  Pljrmouth  sustained  the  loss  of  twen- 
ty killed  and  wounded  ;  eight  or  nine,  it  seems,  were  killed,  or  died  of  their 
wounds  afterwards.  Of  the  three  hundred  Englishmen  from  Connecticut, 
eighty  were  killed  and  wounded ;  twenty  in  captain  Seely^s,  twenty  in 
captain  Gallup^s,  seventeen  in  captain  Watts\  nine  in  captain  Mason^i, 
and  fourteen  in  captain  Marshall's  company.  Of  these  about  forty  were 
killed,  or  died  of  their  wounds.  About  half  the  loss  in  this  bloody  action, 
fell  upon  Connecticut.  The  legislature  of  the  colony,  in  a  representation 
of  the  services  they  had  performed  in  the  war,  saj,  ^^  In  that  signal  service, 
the  fort  fight,  in  Narraganset,  as  we  had  our  full  number,  in  proportion 
with  the  other  confederates,  so  all  say  they  did  their  full  proportion  of  ser- 
-vice.  Three  noble  soldiers,  Seely,  courageous  Marshall,  ana  bold  Gallup, 
died  in  the  bed  of  honour ;  and  valiant  Mason,  a  fourth  captain,  had  his 
death's  wound.  There  died  many  brave  officers,  and  sentinels,  whose  mem- 
pry  is  blessed ;  and  whose  death  redeemed  our  lives.  The  bitter  cold,  the 
tarled  swamp,  the  tedious  march,  the  strong  fort,  the  numerous  and  stub- 
bom  enemy  they  contended  with,  for  their  God,  king  and  country,  be  their 
trophies  over  de^th.  He  that  commanded  our  forces  then,  and  now  us, 
made  no  less  than  seventeen  fair  shots  at  the  enemy,  and  was  thereby  as 
oflt  a  fair  mark  for  them.  Our  mourners,  over  all  the  colony,  witness  for 
our  men,  that  they  wer«  not  unfaithful  in  that  dav."  It  is  the  tradition, 
that  major,  afterwards  governor  Treat,  received  a  ball  through  the  brim  of 
bis  hat,  and  that  he  was  the  last  man  who  left  the  fort,  in  the  dusk  of  the 
evening,  commanding  the  rear  of  the  army.  The  burning  the  wigwams, 
the  shrieks  and  cries  of  the  women  and  children,  and  the  yelling  of  tne  war- 
riors, exhibited  a  most  horrible  and  affectine  scene,  so  that  it  greatly  movr 
ed  some  of  the  soldiers.  They  were  in  much  doubt  then,  and,  afterwards, 
•ften  seriously  inquired,  whether  burning  their  enemies  alive  could  be  con- 
tiftent  with  humanity,  and  the  benevolent  pfbciplea  of  the  gospel.  Mm^i 
pscnpts  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thoinas  Ruggles. 
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Book  L  it  absolutely  necessary  to  return  to  Connecticut,  where  he 
s^^N^^^/  might  recruit  them,  and  cover  them  with  more  conveni^Dcey 
1675.  than  could  possibly  be  done  in  that  part  of  the  country. 
The  wounded  men,  who  were  not  able  to  travel,  were  put 
on  board  vessels  and  carried  to  Rhode-Island.  The  Con- 
necticut troops,  in  their  march  from  Stonington  to  Petty- 
auamscot,  killed  six  and  captivated  seven  of  the  enemy* 
^n  their  return  home,  they  killed  ,and  captivated  about 
thirty  more. 

The  Massachusetts  and  Plymouth  troops  kept  the  field 
the  greatest  part  of  the  winter,  ranged  the  country,  capti- 
vated numbers  of  the  enemy,  brought  in  considerable 
quantities  of  corn  and  beans,  and  burned  more  than  SOO 
wigwams  ;  but  achieved  nothing  brilliant  or  decisive.  In 
the  whole,  in  the  fort  and  in  the  country,  the  Ekiglj^b  burn- 
ed between  eight  and  nine  hundred  wigwams,  and  desttt)|r-t 
ed  almost  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  provisionB«  This  was 
much  more  distressing,  and  had  a  greater  influence  in  their 
total  ruin,  than  was  at  first  imagined. 

Meanwhile,  much  pains  were  taken  to  make  peace, 
and  various  messages  passed  between  the  English  and  the 
Indians,  on  that  subject;  but  they  would  not  accept  of  &ny 
overtures  which  the  colonies  tnought  proper  to  oaake  to 
them. 

As  the  enemy  had  lost  their  dwellings  and  pnncipti 

stores,  in  Narraganset,  the  great  body  of  their  warriors 

moved  ofi*  to  the  northward,  to  the  Nipmuck  country,  aiod 

into  the  wilderness,  north  of  Prookfield.     They  were  ikM, 

however,  idle.     The  latter  part  of  Januarv,  they  drove  nSf 

from  one  man,  at  Warwick,  as  they  tooK  leave  of  their 

country,  sixteen  horses,  fifty  neat  cattle,  and  two  hundred 

Lancaster  ^'^^^P*    '"  February,  the  Narraganset  and  Nipmuck  In- 

bamt.       dians  fell  upon  Lancaster,  and  plundered  and  bumed  the 

Feb.  lOUi.  greatest  part  of  the  town.     They  either  killed  or  captivat- 

Medfieid    ed  forty  of  the  inhabitants.*    Some  days  after,  thev  made 

assaulted,  an  assault  on  Medfield,  killed  twenty  men,  ano  laia  nearly 

Feb.  ^20th.  ^^^^f  ^f  ^jjg  j^^„  i^  ^fjpg^ 

March  was  a  month  of  still  greater  disasters.  The  town^ 
of  Northampton  and  Springfield,  of  Chelmsford,  Grotoa, 
Sudbury,  and  Marlborough,  in  Massachusetts,  and  of  War- 
wick and  Providence,  in  Rhode-Island,  were  assaulted ; 
and  some  of  them  partly,  and  others  entirely,  destroyed. 
Many  of  the  inhabitants  were  killed,  and  others  led  away 
into  a  miserable  captivity. 

•^Tbeenemjietfiietothe  nrritoB  home,  aoid  the  woMHt  aiHl  cbiMrcQ 
were  all  captirated,  among  waon  wai  the  wife  aod  fatu^f  of  Mr,  ftovr- 

laadsoD,  minister  of  the  town. 
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Captain  Pierce,  about  the  same  time,  with  fifty  English-  Book  I. 
men.and  twenty  friendly  Indians,  was  drawn  into  an  am-  ^^-v^/ 
bush,  and  surrounded  by  a  great  body  of  the  enemy,  who    1676* 
alf^w  every  Englishman,  and  the  greatest  part  of  the  In-  Captain 
dians.     This   was  a  great  loss  to  so  small  a  colony  as  ^!JJ^® 
Plymouth,  to  whom  captain  Pierce  and  his  company  be-  March  S6. 
longed*     Two  days  after,  the  enemy  fell  upon  Rehoboth,  ^sui. 
in  the  vicinity  of  Swanzey,   where  hostilities  first  began, 
and  burned  forty  dwelling  houses,  besides  bams  and  out 
houses. 

Captain  Wadsworth,   a  brave  officer,   with  fifty  njen, 
marching,  ten  days  before,  to  the  relief  of  Sudbury,  was  Captaai 
SkUrrounaed  by  a  numerous  body  .of  the  enemy,  and  fell  Wadt- 
with  his  whole  party.     Massachusetts,  at  this  time,  was  iti^.^1 
great  distress  and  sorrow.     It  was  feared  by  many,  that  the  *™^ 
whole  colony  would  be  depopulated.     But  it  was  now  full 
tide  with  the  enemy,  they  soon  received  an  important 
check,  and  began  rapidly  to  decline. 

In  February,  1676,  a  number  of  volunteers  fi^m  Con- 
necticut, belonging  principally  to  New-London,  Norwich,  ^JJ^^. 
and  Stonington,  formed  themselves  into  companies,  under  teen, 
major  Palms,  captain  George  Denison,  captain  James  Ave- 
ry, and  captain  John  Stanton,   for  the  annoyance  of  the 
enemy.     They  engaged  a  number  of  Moheagans,  Pequots, 
suid  Narragansets,  to  be  associates  with  them,  for  the  sake 
of  plunder,  and  other  considerations.     The  Moheagans 
were  commanded  by  Onecho,  one  of  the  sons  of  Uncas ; 
the  Pequots,  by  Cassasinamon,  their  chief;  and  the  Narra- 
gansets, consisting  of  about  twenty  men,  by  Catapazet. 
These  latter  were  Ninigi^te^s  men,  who,  in  time  past,  had 
given  the  colonies  so  much  trouble ;  but  at  this  time  they 
remained  quiet,  and  would  not  join  the  other  Narraganset 
sachems.* 

These  companies  began  to  range  the  Narraganset  coun- 
try, and  harass  the  enemy,  the  latter  part  of  February, 
and  continued  making  their  incursions  from  that  time  un-  Their  sue- 
til  the  enemy  were  driven  from  those  quarters.  As  soon  cesses, 
as  one  company  returned,  another  went  out  immediately, 
sp  as  to  keep  the  enemy  in  continual  alarm.  Their  suc- 
cess was  admirable. 

Captain  Denison,  of  Stonington,  on  the  27th  of  March, 
began  a  very  successful  incursion  into  the  country. 

Nanunttenoo,  orCanonchet,  the  head  sachem  of  all  the 
Narragansets,   son  of  Miantonimoh,   inheritor  of  all  hi3 

•  The  priocipal  seat  of  Ninigrate  was  at  Westerly,  which  formerly  bc- 
loo^ed  to  Stoningtoo.  He  pot  himself  under  the  English,  and  he,  aud  Ui9 
IlidiaDs,  were  the  only  ones  who  were  not  destroyed,  or  driven  from  that 
ptfrt  of  the  country. 
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Book  L  pride,  and  of  his  insolence  and  hatred  tof^-ards  the  Eng- 
v^-\^-'w/  lish,  had  ventured  down  from  the  northern  wilderness  t$ 
1676.    Seaconk,  near  the  seat  of  Philip,  to  procure  seed  corn,  to 
plant  the  towns  which  the  English  had  deserted,  upon  Con- 
necticut river.     He  had  been  aiding  in  the  slaughter  of 
captain   Pierce  and  his  men  just  before.     After  captaio 
Denison  and  his  party  had  wearied  themselves  for  several 
days,  in  hunting  the  enemy,  they  came  upon  their  tracks 
near  Blackston^s  river,  and  soon  discovered,  by  a  squaw 
whom  they  took,  that  Nanunttcnoo  was  in  a  wigwam,  not 
far  distant.     The  captain  made  dispositions  imofiediately 
J-  to  surprise  him.     While  he  was  boasting  of  that  great  feat 

noo  «ir-  "  of  cutting  off  captain  Pierce,  and  diverting  himself  with 
I>ri8ed  and  the  story,  the  English  came  upon  him.  Some  of  his  party, 
**^^'**  discovering  them,  ran  off  with  great  precipitation ;  but  one 
more  faithful  than  the  rest,  entered  the  wigwam  and  ac- 
quainted him  with  his  danger.  He  instantly  fled  with  all 
his  might.  Catapazct,  from  the  manner  of  his  running, 
suspecting  it  was  Nanunttenoo,  gave  chase  with  as  muck 
oaeerness  as  he  fled«  The  other  Indians,  who  were  most 
light  of  foot,  joined  in  the  pursuit.  They  pressed  him  m 
hard,  that  he  soon  threw  off  his  blanket,  and  then  his  sil- 
ver  laced  coat,  which  had  been  given  him  at  Boston.  The 
pursuers,  perceiving  that  they  were  not  mistaken  with  res- 
pect to  the  person,  employed  their  utmost  exertions  to 
seize  him.  At  length,  plunging  through  the  river,  his  foot 
slipped,  upon  a  smooth  stone,  and  he  fell  and  wet  hisgub. 
One  Monopoide,  a  Pequot,  outrunning  the  other  Indiaos, 
leaped  through  the  river  after  him,  ana  soon  laid  hold  up' 
on  him.  Though  he  was  a  man  of  goodly  stature,  and  of 
great  strength  and  courage,  yet  he  made  no  resistance. 
One  Robert  Stanton,  a  young  man,  was  the  first  English- 
man who  came  up  to  him.  He  asked  him  several  ques- 
tions ;  but  this  haughty  sachem,  looking  with  disdain  up- 
on his  youthful  countenance,  replied,  in  broken  English, 
•■'  You  too  much  child ;  no  understand  matters  of  war- 
Let  your  captain  come  ;  him  I  will  answer."  This  party, 
in  about  sixteen  days,  killed  and  took  nearly  fifty  of  the 
enemy,  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man.  This  success 
was  more  important  on  account  ofthe  capture  of  the  chief 
sachem,  and  a  number  of  counsellors  and  war  captains. 

Nanunttenoo  would  not  accept  of  life  when  offered  upoD 
the  condition  that  he  should  make  peace  with  the  English; 
nor  would  he  so  much  as  send  one  of  his  counsellors  to 
make  a  single  proposal  for  that  purpose.  When  he  iras 
made  acquainted  that  it  was  determined  to  put  him  to  death, 
he  said,  ''  Hn  liked  it  well :  that  he  should  die  before  his 
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heart  was  soft,  or  he  had  spoken  any  thing  unworthy  of  Book  L 
himself/^  The  Moheagan  sachem,  his  counsellors,  and  v^^v^<^/ 
the  principal  Pequots,  shot  him  at  Stonington.  Those  1676* 
brave  volunteer  captains  and  their  flying  parties  had,  at 
this  time,  killed  and  captivated  forty- four  of  the  enemy,  and 
before  the  end  of  April,  seventy-six  more,  about  a  hun- 
dred and  twenty  in  one  month.  Among  these  was  another 
sachem,  a  grandson  of  Pomham,  who  was  esteemed  the 
best  soldier  and  most  warlike  of  all  the  Narraganset  sa- 
chems. They  made,  in  the  spring,  summer,  and  fall,  ten 
or  twelve  expeditions,  in  which  they  killed  and  captiva- 
ted two  hundred  and  thirty  of  the  enemy,  took  fifty  mus- 
kets, and  brought  in  one  hundred  and  sixty  bushels  of  their 
corn.  They  drove  all  the  Narraganset  Indians  out  of  their 
country,  except  those  at  Westerly  under  Ninigrate.*  In 
all  these  expeditions  they  had  not  one  man  killed  or  woun- 
ded.! Governor  Hutchinson  observes,  that  *^  the  brave 
actions  of  the  Connecticut  volunteers  have  not  been  enough 
applauded.     Dcnison's  name  oueht  to  be  perpetuated.'' 

While  Connecticut  had  the  hofibr  and  happiness  of  eiv-  Death  of 
ing  a  check  to  the  war,  the  colony  sustained  a  heavy  loss  2?I^^"^' 
in  the  death  of  governor  Winthrop.     He  had  been  cho-  AprUSA. 
sen  one  of  the  commissioners  from  Connecticut,  the  May 
precediDg,  to  the  court  of  the  commissioners  of  the  united 
colonies.     Upon  the  meeting  of  this  court,  -early  in  the 
spring,  he  went  to  Boston,  where  he  was  taken  sick  and 
dlicd,  April  5th,   1676,  in  the  71st  year  of  his  age^     He 
was  honorably  interred,  at  Boston,  in  the  same  tomb  with 
his  father. 

He  was  the  eldest  son  of  the  honorable  John  Winthrop,  nisofaar- 
Esq.  the  first  governor  of  Massachusetts.  His  birth  was  acter. 
at  Groton  in  England,  1605.  His  father  eave  him  a  libe- 
ral education,  at  the  university  of  Cambridge,  in  England ; 
and  afterwards  supported  him  some  years  at  the  universi- 
ty of  Dublin,  in  Ireland.  As  travelling  was  considered  a 
great  accomplishiAent  to  a  young  gentleman,  he  travelled 
into  France,  Holland,  Germany,  Italy,  and  Turkey.  With 
these  advantages  he  returned  to  England,  not  only  a  great 
scholar,  rich  in  experience  and  literature,  but  a  most  ac- 
complished gentleman.  While  he  collected*  the  literature 
and  excellencies  of  the  various  nations  and  countries 
through  which  he  passed,  he  cautiously  avoided  their  er- 
rors and  vices.  He  was  a  puritan  of  distinguished  piety 
and  morals*  After  his  return  from  his  travels,  he  came  into 
New-England,  with  his  father^s  family,  in  1631,  and  was 

*  Declaration  of  the  Tolonteen,  sworn  before  gOTemor  Saltonfftall. 
t  Habbard^s  Narrative,  from  p.  125  to  131. 
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chosen  one  of  the  magbtrates  of  the  colony  of  Massachu- 
setts. He  afterwards  went  into  England  ;  and  in  1635, 
returned  with  a  commission  to  erect  a  fort  at  the  mouth  of 
Connecticut  river,  and  to  be  governor  of  that  part  of  the 
country.  In  1651,  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  magistrates 
of  Connecticut.  In  1657,  he  was  elected  governor,  and 
the  next  year  deputy  governor.  In  1659,  he  was  again 
chosen  governor ;  from  which  time  he  was  annually  re- 
choscn  to  that  office,  until  his  death.  He  was  one  of  the 
greatest  chymists  and  physicians  of  his  age,  a  member  of 
the  royal  society  of  philosophical  transactions,  and  one  of 
the  most  distinguished  characters  in  New-England.  He 
rendered  many  important  services  to  the  colony,  was  ex- 
ceedingly beloved  in  life,  and  died  greatly  and  universally 
lamented. 

At  the  election.  May  1 1  th,  William  Leet,  Esq*  was  cho- 
sen governor,  and  Robert  Treat,  Esq.  deputy  governor. 
Captain  John  Mason  was  chosen  magistrate,  to  fill  the  va- 
cancy made  by  the  advancement  of  major  Treat,  to  the  of- 
fice of  deputy  governor.  No  alteration  was  made  with  res- 
pect to  the  other  officers. 

The  assembly  voted  three  hundred  and  fifty  men,  who, 
with  the  friendly  Indians,  were  to  be  a  standing  army,  to 
defend  the  countiy  and  harass  the  enemy.  B%j<^^  ^ohn 
Taicott  was  appointed  to  the  chief  command*  The  Rer. 
Gershom  Bulkley,  of  Weathersfieldy  was  appointed  sur- 
geon, and  Mr.  James  Fitch,  chaplain.  Mr.  6ulkley  was 
viewed  as  one  of  the  greatest  physicians  and  surgeons  then 
in  Connecticut.  The  assembly  ordered  that  the  surgeon 
and  chaplain  should  be  of  the  council  of  war. 

Major  Taicott,  on  his  appointment  to  the  command  of 
the  army,  resigned  the  office  of  treasurer,  and  William 
Pitkin,  Esq.  was  appointed  to  that  office,  by  the  assembly. 

The  first  general  rendezvous  of  the  army,  this  year,  was 
at  Norwich.  From  thence  major  Taicott  marched,  the  be- 
ginning of  June,  with  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  English 
soldiers  and  two  hundred  Moheagan  and  Fequot  Indians, 
up  towards  the  Wabaquasset  country,  scouring  the  woods 
through  that  long  tract.  They  found  the  Country  f veiy 
where  deserted^  The  fort  and  wigwams  at  Wabaquasset 
were  deserted.  Nothing  more  could  be  done  there,  than 
demolish  the  Indian  fortress  and  destroy  about  fifty  acres 
of  corn  which  the  enemy  had  planted.  On  the  5th  Of 
June,  the  army  marched  to  Chanagongum,  in  the  Nipmuck 
country.  There  they  killed  nineteen  Indians,  ana  took 
thirty-three  captives.*    The  army  then  marched  to  Qua- 

*'  Major  Talcott^s  letter  to  the  committee  of  war,  Jane  8, 167tt« 
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baug,  or  Brookfield,  and  thence  to  Northampton.    This  Book  I. 
was  a  long  march,  in  which  the  troops  sufierea  greatly  for  s.^^v^-%^ 
want  of  provisions.     It  has  ever  smce,  in  Connecticut,    1676. 
been  known  by  the  name  of  the  long  and  hungry  march.  Hungry 
Major  Talcott  expected  to  have  met  with  the  Massachu-"^^^*^' 
setts  forces  at  Brookfield,  or  in  that  vicinity,  but  they  did 
'  not  arrive. 

On  the  12th  of  June,  four  days  after  the  arrival  of  the 
Connecticut  troops  at  Northampton,  about  seven  hundred 
Indians  made  a  furious  attack  upon  Hadley;  but  major 
Talcott,  with  his  party,  soon  appeared  for  the  relief  of  the 
garrison,  and  drove  off  the  enemy.-  His  seasonable  arri- 
val was,  providentially,  a  happy  circumstance,  which  pro- 
bably saved  Hadley,  and  other  towns  upon  the  river. 

Some  time  after,  the  Massachusetts  -Torces  arrived,  and, 
in  conjunction  with  major  Talcott  and  his  soldiers,  scoured 
the  woods  on  both  sides  the  river,  as  far  as  the  falls  at 
Peerfield.  The  enemy,  by  this  time,  had  made  their  es- 
cape from  that  part  of  the  country.  The  army  broke  up 
their  fisheries,  destroyed  their  fish  and  other  stores,  recov- 
ered some  stolen  goods,  and  returned,  without  effecting  any 
Miing  very  important. 

After  major  Talcott  had  spent  about  three  weeks  in  ser- 
vice upon  the  river,  he  left  that  quarter,  and  marched 
through  the  wilderness,  towards  Providence  and  the  Nar- 
raeanset  country.  On  the  1st  of  July,  the  army  came  near 
a  large  body  of  the  enemy,  and  took  four.  Two  days  after,  Jolj  3^ 
major  Talcott  surprised  the  main  body  of  them,  by  the 
side  of  a  large  cedar  swamp.  He  made  such  a  disposition 
of  his  men,  and  attacked  them  so  suddenly,  that  a  consider- 
able number  were  killed  and  taken  on  the  spot ;  others  es* 
caped  to  the  swamp.  The  troops  compassed  the  swamp, 
and,  after  an  action  of  two  or  three  hours,  killed  and  took 
171.  Thirty- four  warriors  were  killed  in  the  action,  and 
also  Magnus,  the  sunk  squaw,  or  old  queen  of  Narragan- 
aet ;  90  of  the  captives  were  killed,  and  between  40  and 
50  women  and  children  preserved  alive. 

The  same  day,  the  troops  marched  to  Providence,  and 
compassed  the  neck  there,  and  afterwards,  Warwick  neck ; 
in  which  places  they  killed  and  captured  67.  Eighteen 
were  killed.  In  these  several  rencontres,  239  were  killed 
and  taken,  with  about  30  arms.* 

About  the  5th  of  July,  the  army  returned  to  Connectieut. 
In  their  route,  they  took  60  more^  of  the  enemy.  Trom 
about  the  beginning  of  April  to  the  6th  of  July,  the  Con- 

"^  Major  Talcotrs  letter  to  the  councilor  war,  July  4tb,  1*676, 
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Book  t.  necticut  volunteers,  and  the  troops  under  major  Talcott, 
v^^v^ji*^  killed  and  captivated  about  420  of  the  enemy.t 
1676.        The  enemy,  about  this  time,  fell  into  a  state  of  division, 
fear,  and  astonishment.     They  found  that,  'by  attempting 
to  destroy  their  English  neighbours,  they  had  utterly  ruin- 
ed themselves.     A  complication  of  evils  conspired  for  their 
destruction.     The  destruction  of  their  fort  and  principal 
putresfed  Stores,  in  tha  dead  of  winter,  the  burning  of  their  wigwams, 
conditioD    and  bringing  off  their  corn  and  beans,  in  all  parts  of  the 
pf  the  eoe- QQyQtpy^  pyt  them  to  inexpressible  hardships  and  distres- 
^^'  ses.     They  had  been  able  to  plant  but  litde,  in  the  spring  j 

what  they  had  planted,  the  English  had  destroyed ;  they 
bad  been  driven  from  the  sea  and  rivers,  and  cut  off  from 
almost  every  kind  of  subsistence.    They  bad  been  obliged 
to  lie  in  swamps  and  marshes ;  to  feed  on  horse  flesh,  and 
other  unwholesome  food ;  all  which  gendered  infirmity  and 
death ;  so  that  they  became  debilitated  and  disheartened 
by  fetigue,  famine,  disease,  and  mortality.]:     They  could 
not  keep  together  in  any  considerable  bodies,  for  want  of 
sustenance.     They  were  pursued  and  hunted  from  swamp 
to  swamp,  and  from  one*  lurking  place  to  another ;  so  that, 
in  July  and  August,  they  began  to  come  in  to  the  English, 
in  large  bodies,  and  surrender  themselves  to  the  mercy  of 
their  conquerors, 
Thft  ciw^        Major  Talcott,  after  his  return  from  Narraganset,  having 
ynjfljto   recruited  his  men  a  short  time  in  Connecticut,  took  his 
i^rd!**^    station  at  Westfield.     While  he  lay  there,  a  large  body  of 
the  encmv  ^as  cliscpvered  fleeing  to  the  westwanl.     Major 
Maior       Talcott  pursued  them,  and  on  the  third  day,  about  half  way 
Talcott     between  Westfield  and  Albany,  discovered  them  lying  on 
J^^J.     the  west  side  of  Housatonick  river,  entirely  secure.     1 1  was 
judged  too  late  in  the  day  to  attack  them  to  any  purpose. 
The  army,  therefore,  retreated,  and  lay  upon  their  arms, 
in  great  silence,  during  the  night.     Towards  morning,  the 
troops  were  formed  in  two  divisions.     One  was  ordered  to 
pass  the  river  below  the  enemy,  and  to  advance  and  com- 

f)ass  them  in  on  that  side.  The  other  party,  creeping  si- 
ently  up  to  the  east  bank  of  the  river,  were  to  lie  prepared 
instantly  to  fire,  when  they  should  receive  the  signal  from 
the  other  division,  who,  when  they  had  reached  their 
ground,  were  to  fire  a  single  gun.  But  this  well  contrived 
plan  was  in  some  measure  disconcerted.  An  Indian  had 
left  his  companions  in  a  dead  sleep,  and  proceeded  down 

t  Hubbard>  Narrative,  p.  131,  164, 166.    Hutchinson's  historr,  toL  i. 
p.  305,306.  '^' 

X  Some  of  the  capthres  reported,  that  more  died  by  sfckaess*  than  the 
iword.  t  —)^ 
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the  river  to  catch  fisL     As  the  division  on  the  west  side  of  Book  L 
the  river  was  advancing  to  surround  the  enemy,  he  discov-  s.^->^-^i/ 
ered  them,  and  roared  out,  "  Awannux,  Awannux."  Upon    1676, 
this,  one  of  the  party  tired,  and  killed  him  on  the  spot* 
The  other  division,  on  the  cast  bank  of  the  river,  supposing 
this  to  be  the  signal  gun,  discharged  upon  the  enemy,  as 
they  were  rising  in  surprise,  or  lay  upon  the  ground,  and    . 
killed  and  wounded  a  ereat  number  of  them.     Those  who 
were  not  killed,  or  disabled  by   wounds,  instandy  ,fled, 
leaving  their  camp,  baggage,  provisions,  and  many  of  their 
arms.     As  the  division  on  the  west  side,  had  not  advanc- 
ed to  the  ground  designed,  before  the  alarm  was  given,  the 
enemy  made  their  escape  with  much  less  damage,  than  oth- 
erwise they  could  have  done.     The  troops  pursued  them 
some  distance,   but  the  woods  were  so  extremelv  thick, 
that  they  soon  disappeared,  and  the  army  returned.     The 
sachem  of  Quabaue  or  Brookiield  was  killed,  and  44  other  |^**^f[ 
Indians  were  killed  and  taken.     Among  the  killed  were  i^IJi^. 
Q5  warriors.* 

Several  brave  captains  and  officers  in  the  Massachu- 
setts, in  July  and  August,  were  very  successful.  Captain 
Church,  of  riymbuth,  afterwards  major  Church,  a  famous 
partisan,  took  several  small  parties  of  the  enemy.  The 
Indians,  who  were  taken  or  came  in  to  the  English  to  save 
their  own  lives,  betrayed  th«ir  friends,  and  led  the  Eng- 
li^  captains  to  their  haunts  and  hiding  places.  Thus  as- 
sisted, the  Massachusetts  and  Plymouth  soldiers  hunted 
Philip  from  week  to  week,  and  from  place  to  place.  They 
killea  and  captured  his  brother,  his  counsellors,  and  chief 
men,  his  wife  and  family  ;  but  his  mind  continued  firm  and 
unbroken.  In  the  midst  of  all  this  misfortune  and  dis- 
tress, he  would  hear  no  proposals  of  peace.  At  length, 
on  the  12th  of  August,  captam  Church,  led  hy  one  of  Phil- 
ip's men,  whom  he  had  disaffected,  by  shootmg  his  broth- 
er, only  for  proposing  to  him  to  make  peace  with  the  col- 
onies, surprised  this  famous  sachem,  in  a  swamp,  near 
Mount  Hope.  As  he  was  flying  to  make  his  escape,  the 
Indian  who  had  been  guide  to  the  party,  shot  him  through  Philip  kHh 
the  heart.  Thus  fell  a  brave  enemy,  who  had  defended  cd,  Aug. 
himself  and  his  country,  and  what  he  imagined  to  be  his  ^ 
own,  and  the  just  rights  of  his  countrymen,  to  the  last  ex- 
tremity. 

The  Indians  in  this  part  of  the  country,  now  generally 
submitted  to  the  English,  or  fled  and  incorporated  with  dis- 
tant and  strange  nations.  After  this  time,  very  little  dam- 
age was  done. 

*  MfiDQfcriptsof  tlie  Re?.  Thomas  Rugbies  and  Hubbard^s  NarrativiBt 


350  HISTORV  OF  Cuab.  XIV. 

Book  t.  Connecticut  offered  the  same  conditions  to  the  enemy, 
\^*v^V/  upon  their  submission,  which  had  been  given  to  the  Pe- 
1676.  quots  :  That  they  should  have  life,  liberty,  protection,  and 
eround  to  plant.  Some  principal  incendiaries  and  mur- 
derers, however,  were  excepted.  They  disdained  to  ac- 
cept the  terms,  and  generally  fled  their  country.  The  Nip- 
mucks,  Nashawas,  rocomtocks,  the  Hadley  and  Spriagfieli 
Indians,  fled  to  the  French  and  their  Indians,  in  Canadau 
About  200  of  them,  after  their  surprise  at  Housatonick  riv- 
f  r,  fled  to  the  Moheaganders,  upon  Hudson^s  river,  incor- 
porate^ and  became  one  with  them. 

When  Philip  began  the  war,  he,  and  his  kinswoman, 
Wetamoe,  haa  about  500  warriors,  and  the  Narragansets 
nearly  2000.  The  Nipmuck,  Nashawa,  Pocomtocl^  Had- 
ley, and  Springfield  Inaians,  were  considerably  numerous* 
It  is  probable,  therefore,  that  there  were  about  3000  war- 
l*iors  combined  for  the  destruction  of  the  New-England 
colonies,  exclusive  of  the  eastern  Indians.  The  war  Vtr- 
minated  in  their  entire  conquest,  and  almost  total  extinc- 
tion. At  \\ke  same  time,  it  opened  a  wide  door  to  extensive 
settlement  and  population. 

This,  however,  in  its  connection  with  the  war  with  the 
Losses  in  eastern  Indians,  which  commenced  about  the  same  time, 
the  war.  was  the  most  impoverishing  and  distressing,  of  any  which 
New-England  has  ever  experienced,  from  its  first  settle- 
ment to  the  present  time.  .  The  war  with  the  eastern  In- 
dians  continued  until  the  spring  of  the  year  1678.  The 
enemy  killed  and  captivated  great  numbers  of  the  pecqiie^ 
captured  nearly  twenty  fishing  vessels,  with  their  crews, 
and  rioted  in  plunder  and  devastation,  until  most  of  the  set- 
tlements in  those  parts  were  swept  away,  and  the  cooBtry 
was  reduced  to  their  domination.* 

About  600  of  the  inhabitants  of  NewrEngland,  the  great- 
est part  of  whom  were  the  flower  and  strength  of  the  coun- 
try, either  fell  in  battle,  or  were  murdered  by  the  enemy^ 
A  great  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  were  in  deep 
mourning.  There  were  few  families  or  individuals  who 
had  not  lost  some  near  relative  or  friend.  Twelve  or  tho^ 
teen  towns,  in  Massachusetts,  Plymouth,  and  Rhode-Isl- 
and, were  utterly  destroyed,  and  others  greatly  damaged. 
About  600  buikungs,  chiefly  dwelling  houses,  were  con- 
sumed with  fire.t    An  almost  insuperable  debt  was  con- 

•  Dr.  Belknap^s  hist.  toI.  i.  p.  157, 159. 

t  This  statement  of  the  loss  of  liires,  towns,  and  buildioM,  it  made  from 
an  accurate  enumeraUon  of  the  various  numbers  menlbned,  m  the  ancint 
histories,  of  the  lives  lost,  and  of  the  towns  and  buildings  bumed.  B«t  M 
there  were,  doubtless,  manjr  persons  killed,  and  others  who  died  of  tfaeir 
wounds,  not  mentioned  in  those  accounts,  they  muft  have  txoeeded  Ite 
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traded  by  the  colonies,  when  their  numbers,  owellin^s,  Book  T. 
TOods,  cattle,  and  all  their  resources,  were  greatly  dimin-  v-^-n/-^^ 
ished*  1676. 

Connecticut,  indeed,  had  suffered  nothing,  in  compari- 
son with  her  sister  colonies.  Her  towns  and  inhabitants 
had  been  preserved  from  the  ravages  of  the  enemy ;  but 
about  a  seventh  part  of  the  whole  militia  was  out  upon  con- 
stant service,  besides  the  volunteers.  A  large  propoftion 
was  obliged  to  watch  and  guard  the  towns  at  home.  The 
particular  towns  were  necessitated  to  fortify  themselves 
with  an  inclosure  of  pallisades,  and  to  prepare  and  fortify 
particular  dwellings  for  garrison  houses,  which  might,  in 
the  best  manner,  command  the  respective  towns;  and  to 
which  the  aged  people,  women,  and  children  might  repair, 
and  be  in  safe^,  in  the  time  of  danger.  For  three  years 
after  the  war  commenced,  the  intmbitants  paid  eleven 
pence  on  the  pound,  upon  the  grand  list,  exclusive  of  all 
town  and  parish  taxes.  After  the  war  was  finished,  they 
bad  a  considerable  debt  to  discharge.  The  colony,  never- 
theless, was  highly  distinguished  and  favoured  in  many  re- 
spects. The  numerous  Indians  within  it,  were  not  only 
peaceable,  but  the  Moheagans  and  Peauots  were  of  great 
service  in  the  war.  They  were  not  only  a  defence  to  the 
eastern  towns,  but  especially  advantageous  io  discovering 
and  harassing  the  enemy,  and  in  preventing  a  surprise  by 
them.  Connecticut  had  not  one  party  of  men  surprised 
and  cut  off  during  the  war ;  nor  dia  the  colony  sustain  any 
considerable  loss  of  men,  at  any  time,  except  in  taking  the 
fort  in  Narraganset.  At  the  same  time,  the  legislature  and 
people  were  nappy,  in  eiving  seasonable  and  powerful  as- 
sistance to  their  confecrarates,  and  in  repeatedly  rescuing 
whole  towns  and  parties,  when  in  the  most  imminent  danger. 

number  here  stated.  The  hittories  of  those  troubles,  rartij  mentioQ  the 
bams,  stores,  and  out  houses  burned ;  and  sometimes  there  is  notice  of  the 
burning  of  part  of  a  town,  and  of  the  buildbss  in  such  a  tract,  without 
anjr  specification  of  the  number.  All  the  biulaings  in  Narraganset,  fropt 
Providence  to  Stonington,  a  tract  of  about  fifty  miles,  were  burned,  or 
o^rwise  destroyed;  bj  the  enemy,  but  the  number  is  not  mentioned.  The 
lofc  of  buildings  must,  therefore,  havtB  been  much  greater  than  has  been 
mentioned. 

The  militia  of  Connecticut,  in  1675,  amounted  to  2,250  men.  Of  these, 
the  commissioners  required  315,  as  their  pioportion  of  tbe  1,000  men  Uien 
to  be  raised.  ■  *  ■ 

If  the  proportion  was  just,  there  were  about  7,150  of  the  militia  of  the 
united  colonies.  Reckoning  ever^  fifth  man  a  soldier,  and  five  persons  to 
every  family,  there  were  7, 150 families,  and  35.750  inhabitants,  at  that  time 
in  the  united  colonies.  According  to  this  estimation,  about  one  fencibje 
'  man  in  eleven  was  killed,  and  every  eleventh  family  was  burnt  out ;  or  an 
eleventh  part  of  the  whole  miKtia,  and  of  all  the  builidings  of  the  united  colo- 
nies were  swept  awajr  by  this  predatory  war.  This  greatly  exceeded  the 
loss  in  the  l&te  war  with  Great-Britain,  in  proportion  to  the  numbers  and  ' 
wealth  of  the  United  St;ititl. 
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Book  I; 

^TeToT  CHAPTER  XV. 

Measures  adopted  to  discharge  the  public  dehl^  and  settle  the 
country  in  peace.  The  reasons  of  the  colomps  claim  to 
J^arraganset.  The  former  settlers  and  owners  of  land 
there  apply  to  ConnecticiU  for  protection.  Major  Treat 
goes  to  the  vpper  torbns  upon  Connecticut  river^  to  treat 
with  the  Indians.  Fasts  appointed  through  New^England. 
Act  concerning  the  conquered  lands  in  Jfarraganset.  J^fO' 
xigation  act  grievous  to  the  colonies.  Governor  Leet  takes 
the  oath  respecting  trade  and  navigation.  Answers  to 
queries  from  the  lords  of  trade  and  plantations.  Protest 
against  Sir  Edmund  Andross^s  claim  to  Fisher'^s  Island. 
Character  of  Governor  Leet.  Commissioners  appointed^ 
by  his  majesty^  to  examine  and  make  report^  conctming 
all  claims  to  the  Narraganset  country^  or  king^s province. 
They  report  in  favour  of  Connecticut.  Answers  to  the  re- 
newed claim  of  the  Duke  of  Hamiltonj  and  opinions  on 
the  casern  *  Connecticut  congratulates  the  arrival  of  Colo- 
nel Dunganj  governor  of  ffew-  York,  and  agree  zoith  him 
respecting  the  boundary  line  between  that  colony  and  Con' 
nectieui.  Petition  to  King  James  II.  Settlement  of  War 
terbury.  Quo  warrantos  against  the  colony.  The  assemr 
hly  petition  his  majesty  to  continue  their  charter  privile- 
ges. Sir  Edmund  Andross  made  governor  of  JVew-JSnf- 
land.  Arrives  at  Hartford^  4tnd  takes  the  government,  by 
order  of  his  majesty.  The  oppression  and  cruelty  of  Ins 
administration.  Distressed  an4.  sorrowful  state  ^  the 
people.  .  ^ 

CONNECTICUT  had  now  conquered  the  Narraganset 
country,  and,  in  conjunction  with  the  other  confede- 
rates, terminated  the  mr  in  this  part  of  New-England. 
Oct  fto.  Tljie  legislature,  therefore,  addressed  themselves  to  dis- 
charge the  public  debt ;  to  settle  the  friendly  Indians  in  a 
state  of  peace  among  themselves,  and  with  the  coloniesf 
and  to  extend  their  settlements  in  the  Narraganset  coun- 
try, as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  their  jurisdiction.  To  dis- 
charge the  public  debt,  tlnth^  levied  a  tax  of  eight  pence  oa 
the  pounu,  upon  the  whofe  list  of  the  colony,  in  October 
annually,  during  the  term  of  two  years.  They  appointed 
a  committee  to  hear  all  affairs,  which  the  Mohea^ns,  Pe- 
r|uots,  and  Narraeausets,  under  Ninigrate,  or  Ninicraftt 
had  to  lay  before  them;  and  to  do  whatever  th^  should 
judge  expedient  to  promote  peace  among  them,  and  to  pre* 
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serve  their  friendship  and  attachment  to  the  English.    For  Book  L 
their  encouragement,   the  legislature  granted  liberty  for  v^-v*^^/ 
them  to  hunt,  in  all  the  conauered  lands,  during  their  plea-    1677. ' 
sure.     They  were  also  authorised  to  kill  and  destroy  any 
of  the  enemy,  who  should  return  to  their  country,  without 
submitting  to  the  colony  and  accepting  the  terms  which  had 
been  offered  them. 

At  the  election,  in  May,  1677,  there  was  no  alteration  in  Coait  «f 
the  legislature,  excepting  the  choice  of  Andrew  Leet,  Esq.  JJT^^^JSl 
into  the  magistracy,  instead  of  captain  John  Mason,  whO|^. 
died,  the  September  before,  of  the  wounds  he  had  receiv- 
ed in  taking  the  Narraganset  fort^    The  same  governor, 
deputy  governor,  and  magistrates  were  re-elected  for  seve- 
ral years  successively.    A  committee  was  appointed,  by 
the  assembly,  to  settle  all  affairs  of  government  in  the  Nar- 
raganset. country,  and  to  report  wbat  places  there  were 
there  adapted  to  the  purpose  of  planting  new  towns. 

As  the  Khode-lslanders  had  deserted  the  country,  in  Detertdf  . 
the  war,  and  had  done  nothing  in  the  defence  of  it,  and  as  ?f^  ^    i*" 
the  Connecticut  volunteers  had  driven  the  enemy  cntire^^^^ST*^ 
from  that  extensive  tract,  the  legislature  determined  totleuid 
plant  and  govern  it,  as  part  of  this  colony.  nw^m 

For  various  reasons  they  viewed  the  act  of  his  majes-  ^^^ 
ty's  commissioners,  determining  that  Rhode-bland  an^fU^Apof 
Narraganset  should  be  a  province  for  the  king,  as  a  ditre  SieS|S»  - 
Rullity.    Their  commission  gave  them  no  power  to  make  ^J™*" 
new  colonies.     It  required  that  colonel  Nichols  should  al- 
ways be  one  of  the  couodl,  that  any  of  its  acts  might  be 
valid ;  but  he  was  not  present  at  that  determiAiaition.  Fur- 
ther, colonel  Nichols,  with  two  or  three  of  his  council,  af« 
terwards  reversed  that  Judgments 

In  the  same  point  of  light  they  viewed  the  agreemMt 
with  Mr.  Clark,  as  it  was  after  Mr.  Wintltfop  had  obtaiv* 
ed  the  Connecticut  charter,  and  sent  it  td  uie  ci^ony,  at  # 
which  time  his  agency  was  tenioiiated.  Further,  that  a- 
greement  was  entirely  alien  from  the  business  of  his  ajMi-  f^ 
cy,  and  without  any  instructions  or  authority  froii  tke  colo- 
ny. The  agreement  with  Mr.  Clark  was  conddeied  as  a 
nullity,  in  another  point  of  light,  as  the  charter  to  Rhode-" 
Island  recognized  and  had  reference  to  one  article  of  the 
agreement  only,  and  as  Rhode-Mand  had  never  sutupitted 
to  one  of  the  other  articles.  In  direct  contravenfipn  of 
them,  they  had  invaded  the  property  of  the  settlers  named 
in  it,  wantonly  carried  off  the  productions  of  their  lands 
and  fruits  of  their  labors,  driven  off  their  cattle,  forced  the 
inhabitants  from  their  possessions,  burned  their  fences, 
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Book  I.  and  even  pulled  down  their  houses.*  They  had  claimed 
\i^*N^^^  jurisdiction  over  them,  after  they  had,  in  the  year  1663, 
1S77*  chosen  to  belong  to  Connecticut,  and  formally  put  them- 
selves under  the  government  of  that  colony.  They  had 
not  regarded  the  agreement  even  with  respect  to  the  ooun- 
daries,  but .  attempted  to  extend  their  limits  beyond  what, 
was  expressed  in  the  charter.  Besides,  when  his  majes- 
ty had  previously  granted  that  tract  to  Connecticut,  there 
remained,  in  law  and  reason,  no  further  right  in  him  to  that 
couh!i*y.  He  had  nothing  there  further  to  grant.  There- 
fore he  could  grant  nothing  there  to  Rhode-Island.  Con- 
necticut well  knew  that  Pawcatuck  never  was  called  Nar- 
raganset  river,  and  that  the  Narragansets  never  extended 
their  claims  so  far  westward  ;  but  that  Pawcatuck,  and  the 
country  some  miles  to  the  «ast  of  it,  belonged  to  the  Pe- 
c|uot8.f  For  these  reasons,  the  legislature  considered  their 
title  and  claim  to  this  part  of  the  colony  as  clear  andjust, 
as  to  any  other  part  of  it  whatever. 
M/.  Elisha  Hutchinson,  William  Hudson,  and  others,  their 

^^^I^J^  associates,  claiming  a  large  tract  in  the  Pequot  and  Nar- 
othen  pe-  raganset  country,!  applied  to  the  general  assembly  for 
ttUoo  for  their  assistance  and  protection,  against  Rhode-Island,  in 
g"*****      the  re-setdcment  of  their  lands.     The  assembly  determin- 

l-  \  ed  to  extend  their  protection  andtgovemment  to  them. 
OGt.fl.  At  the  session  in  October,  the  upper  towns,- upon  Con^ 
necticut  river,  sent  messengers  to  the  assembly,  acqaaint- 
ine  them,  that  there  were  considerable  bodies  of  Indians 
collected  together  in  their  vicinity ;  and  that  they  made 
proposals  of  peace.  The  messengers  solicited  the  assem- 
bly to  send  major  Treat,  the  deputy  governor,  with  a  de- 
tachment of  forty  men,  to  Northampton,  to  treat  with  tbem, 
dV  to  defend  those  towns,  as  occasion  might  require.  The 
assembly  comj;Jied  with  the  request,  and  the  deputy  gov- 
>  emor  proceeded  immediately  to  Northampton.  Fie  was 
instructed,  in  the  first  place,  to  use  his  utmost  endeavours 
'"'-.  '■  for  the  redemption  of  the  captives,  with  money,  goods,  or 
b/any  other  means  in  his  power.  The  terms  of  peace, 
which  lie  was  authorized  to  propose,  were  life  and  liberty, 
upon  the  submission  of  the  inclians  to  the  English,  in  the 

*  Prayer  of  the  iahabitaots  to  the  general  court  of  Comiecticiit,  oo  ISIe, 
represeatiBg  the  outrages  of  the  Rhode-blanden. 

f  Cm  of  Cbnnecticit,  with  respect  to  Narraganiet,  ttated,  in  wiuck 
these  articles  are  largely  insisted  on. 

t  It  appears,  by  the  import  of  the  committee,  appoiote J  to  view  and 
make  report  concerning  the  state  of  Narraganset,  that  the  gentleaiak 
mentioned  above,  major  Atherton,-  and  their  associates,  owned  a  tract  of 
more  than  5,000  acres,  only  on  what  was  called  Boston  neck,  aiid  that 
lan^  tracts  were  owned  by  other  purchasers.  Indeed  the  principal  pmxt 
of  Narraganset  was  owned  by  theai^    * 
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several  places  where  they  should  be  settled.     He  was  di-  Book  T. 
rected  to  assure  the  Indians  of  protection  and  safety  during  v^-n/-^^ 
the  treaty.     It  does  not  appear,  that  many  of  the  northern    1677* 
Indians  accepted  the  terms  proposed,  or  ever  returned  to 
their  former  places  of  abode.     Little  more  appears  io  have 
been  efTected  by  the  treaty,  than  the  redemption  of  some  of 
ihe  captives. 

.  The  colonies,  at  this  time,  had  many  enemies,  and  the  ^^^' 
most  injurious  complaints  and  unfavorable  representations 
were  made  of  them  in  England.  Edward  Randolph,  es- 
pecially, whom  ihe  people  of  New-England  represented  as 
going  about  to  destroy  them,  was  inderatigable  in  his  com- 
plaints asainst  them,  and  in  aggravating  whatever  he  im<' 
agined  might  serve  to  their  disadvantage.  He  came  over 
to  Boston,  in  1676,  and  annually,  in  person  or  by  writing, 
made  complaints  against  them.  He  generally  returned  to 
England  in  the  fail,  and  in  the  spring  or  summer,  came 
over  fraught  with  new  mischief.  He  busied  himself,  a- 
mong  other  affairs,  in  complaining  of  the  Qolonies  for  their 
opposition  to  the  acts  of  trade  and  navigation.  Unhap- 
pily for  Great-Britain  and  the  colonies,  they  were  suffer- 
ing under  an  arbitrary  prince,  inimical  to  the  civil  and  re- 
ligious rights  of  his  subjects.  His  ear  was  open  to  com- 
plaints asainst  those,  who  did  not  cheerfully  submit  to  his 
^lespotic  impositions ;  and  he  readily  promoted  those  who 
made  them.  The  colonies  knew  how  affairs  were  con- 
ducted in  England,  and  were  deeply  apprehensive  of  the 
danger  they  were  in,  of  a  total  deprivation  of  their  liber- 
ties. 

The  commissioners  of  the  united  colonies,  in  these 
yiews,  recommended  a  general  fast  to  the  confederate  colo^* 
nies  to  humble  themselves  for  their  offences,  and  to  pray 
for  the  divine  favor,  in  the  continuation  of  their  just  rights 
and  privileges. 

In  consequence  of  this  recommendation,  the  general  as-  N^r^^, 
«embly  of  Connecticut  appointed  the  third  Tuesday  in 
November  a  public  fast,  in  union  with  their  confederates, 
to  humble  themselves,  and  pray  for  the  purposes  recom- 
mended. 

The  general  assembly,  at  their  session  in  May,  1679,  to  Maj« 
prevent  the  people  of  Khode-Island,  and  other  intruders,  ^^^^* 
from  taking  up  lands  in  Narraganset,  enacted,  that  none 
of  the  conquered  lands  should  be  taken  up,  or  laid  out  into 
&nns,  without  special  and  express  order  from  them.* 

The  Rhode-Islanders,  in  the  time  of  danger,  deserted 
the  country  and  bore  no  part  in  the  war.     However,  as 
*  iUcoidi  of  Camectjcut 


356  HISTORY  OF  Chap,  XV. 

Book  L  soon  as  the  inhabitants,  who  had  settled  under  Connecti- 
s^^>y'^  cut,  began  to  return  to  their  former  settlements,  to  build 
1679.    wpon  their  lands,  and  cultivate  their  farms,  under  the  gov- 
ernment of  this  colony,  the  legislature  of  Rhode-Island 
began  to  usurp  authority  and  practice  their  former  vexa- 
tions. 

John  Cranston,  Esq.  governor  of  Rhode-Island,  held  a 
court  in  Narraganset,  in  September,  and  made  attempts  to 
introduce  the  authority  and  officers  of  Rhode-Island,  into 
that  part  of  Connecticut.  The  general  assembly  there- 
fore, in  October,  protested  against  his  usurpation,  and  de- 
clared his  acts  to  be  utterJy  void.  They  also  prohibited 
all  the  inhabitants  to  receive  any  office  from  the  legislature 
of  Rhode-Island,  or  to  yield  obedience  to  its  authority.* 

The  acts  of  trade   and  navigation   were  exceedingly 
grievous  to  the  colonies.     They  viewed  them  as  utterly 
inconsistent  with  their  chartered  rights.     This  made  them 
extremely  unwilling  to  submit  to  them.     Massachusetts 
never  would  fuUv  submit ;  but  as  it  was  matter  of  great  and 
continual  complaint  against  the  colonies,  and  as  his  ma- 
May  13,    jesty  insisted  on  the  respective  governors  taking  the  oath, 
j^K      respecting  trade  and  navigation,  it  was  judg^  expedient, 
^kthe  *  that  governor  Leet  should  take  it,  in  the  presence  of  the 
pavigatioa  assembly.     It  was  accordingly  administered  to  him,  at  the  ^ 
^t^.         session  in  May,  1680. 

This  assembly  ordered,  that  a  letter  sJH>Mld  be  written 
to  the  general  court  of  Massachusetts,  desiring  their  con- 
currence in  mutually  setding  the  line  between  that  €oloDy 
and  Connecticut.  It  was  requested,  that  the  court  would 
appoint  a  committee  fully  authorised  for  that  purpose,  to 
join  with  one  from  Connecticut  vested  with  similar  powers. 
If  the  general  court  of  the  Massachusetts  should  refuse  to 
comply  with  this  proposal,  then  the  governor  and  his  coun- 
cil, with  such  as  they  should  appoint  to  that  service,  were 
authorised  to  run  the  line  without  them. 
Aofntn  The  lords  of  trade  and  plantations  having  transmitted  a 
jiiJ??''  number  of  queries  to  the  governor  and  company,  thesov- 
\W.  crnor  and  council  were  desired  to  answer  them.  By  tneir 
answers,  it  appears,  that  there  were  twenty-six  towns  in 
the  colony  :t  that  the  militia,  including  horse  and  foot, 
consisted,  in  1679,  of 3,507  men:  that  the  annual  exports 
were  about  9,0001. :  that  there  were  in  the  colony  about 
twenty  small  merchants,  tradine  to  Boston,  New-York, 
Newfoundland,  and  the  West-Indies  :  and  that  its  ship- 
ping consisted  of  four  ships,  three  pinks,  eight  sloops,  and 

*  Records  of  Connecticat. 

^  Kjo  and  Bedford  appear  to  hare  be%|i  included  in  this  otiabcr. 
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other  small  vessels,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  twenty-sev-  Book  I. 
en,  the  tonnage  of  which  was  only  1,050.     The  number  of^,^-v'^/ 
inhabitants  is  not  mentioned,  but,  from  the  number  of  the    1680, 
militia,  it  must  have  been  nearly  12,000.     To  one  of  the 
enquiries,  the  following  answer  is  given  :  "  If  so  be  Hart- 
ford, New-London,   New-Haven,  and  Fairfield,  might  be 
made  free  poits,  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  it  would  be  a 
means  to  bring  trade  there,  and  much  increase  the  naviga- 
tion #nd  wealth  of  this  poor  colony.'^"*  SirEa- 

About  this  time,  Sir  Edmund  Andross,  governor  of  New-  ^^od  An- 
York,  asserted  his  right  of  jurisdiction  over  Fisher's  Isl-  ^l^^ 
and,  as  included  in  the  duke  of  York's  patent.  .■  Fisher^s 

Upon  this  claim,  the  legislature  of  the  colony  asserted,  ij^iand. 
*^  that  the  said  island  was  a  part,  and  member  of  this  colo-  ^jj^j"'^^*" 
ny  of  Cpnnecticut,  and  under  the  government  thereof;  and  tc«t  a- 
that  they  have  ever  exercised,  and  shall,  and  will  exercise  gainst  hu 

fovernment  there,  as  occasion  shall  require  ;  and  do  here-  c^^^^™- 
Y  declare,  and  protest  against  sir  Edmund  Andross,  and 
0il  other  persons,  their  claims,  or  exercise  of  any  authority 
Qf  government,  on,  or  over  the  said  island." 

At  the  election,  in  1683,  major  Robert  Treat  was  chos- Election, 
to  governor,  and  James  Bishop  deputy-governor.  The  i^^- 
former  magistrates  were  generally  rc-6hosen ;  but  by  rea- 
son of  several  vacancies  which  had  been  made,  captain 
Robert  Chapman,  captain  James  Fitch,  Mr.  Samuel  Ma- 
son, and  Mr.  Joseph  Whiting,  were  elected  magistrates. 
The  change  of  governors  was  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
eovemor  Lieet,  who,  after  faithfully  serving  the  colonies, 
lor  many  years,  had  now  finished  his  course.^ 

*  CoBoecticiit  book  of  pateotf,  lettcn,  Sic, 

X  The  governor,  William  Leet,  Esq.  iras  bred  a  lawyer  in  England,  and  Character 
wa*,  for  a  considerable  time,  clerk  of  a  bbhop^s  court.  In  this  senrice  he  of  gover- 
became  acquainted  with  the  conduct  of  the  bishops  towards  the  pdritans,  nor  Leet. 
with  the  pleas,  and  serio^  conversation  and  conduct  of  the  latter,  when 
arraigned  before  ihrnt,  'He  obsenred  the  great  severity  which  the  court 
exercised  towards  theiB,  for  going  to  hear  good  siermons  in  Uie  neighbour- 
ing parishes,  when  they  had  none  at  home,  and  what  light  matters  they 
made  of  wantonness,  and  other  instances  of  gross  sin,  and  how  much  bet- 
ter persoflii  guilty  of  such  crimes  were  treated,  than  the  puritans.  This 
brought  him  to  a  serioqa  consideration  of  the  affair,  and  to  acquaint  him- 
self more  thoroughly  with  the  doctrines  and  discipline  of  the  puritans.  In 
consequence  of  this  he  became  a  puritan,  left  the  bishop's  court,  and,  in 
1638,  came  into  New-England,  with  Mr.  Whitfield  and  his  company.  He 
was  one  of  the  seven  piUan  of  his  church.  In  1643,  be  was  chosen  magis- 
trate for  the-  colony  of  New-Haven,  and  was  annually  re-elected,  until 
Ma^,  1658.  He  was  then  chosen  deputy-governor  of  that  colony,  in 
which  office  he  continued  until  he  was  elected  governor  in  1661.  He  con- 
tioiied  chief  magistrate  of  that  colony,  until  &  union  in  1665.  He  was 
tfacQ  chosen  one  of  the  magistrates  of  Connecticut.  In  1669,  he  was  elect- 
ed deputy-governor,  and  was  anmmlly  re-elected,  until  1676,  when  he  was 
chosen  governor  of  Connecticut.  During  the  term  of  forty  years,  he  was 
i^agiitrate}  deputy-goreraor,  or  governor  of  one  or  other  of  the  colooiea. 
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Book  L      As  there  had  been  long  disputes  relative  to  the  Narra- 
x^'-N^^^/  ganset  country,  and  as  the  king,  in  consequence  of  the  act 
1683*    of  his  commissioners,  in  1665,  claimed  it  as  his  province, 
commissioners  were  appointed  to  hear  and  determine  ali 
titles  and  claims  respecting  that   tract.      On  the   7th  of 
Commis-    April,  1633,  his  majesty  king  Charles  II.  granted  a  com- 
sion  to  Ed- mission  to  Edward  Cranfield,  Esq.  lieutenant-governor  of 
Cranfield    Ncw-Hampshire,  William  Stoughton,  Joseph  Dudley,  M- 
&c.  AprU  ward  Randolph,  Samuel  Shrimpton,  John  Fitz  Winthiop, 
7tfa,  16B3.  Edward  Palms,  Nathaniel  Saltonstali,  and  John    Pvnch- 
eon,  jun.  Esquires,  or  any  three  of  them,  of  whom  Edward 
Cranfield,  or  Edward  Randolph  was  to  be  of  the  quorum, 
^'  to  examine  and  enquire  into  the   respective  claims  and 
titles,  as  well  of  his  majesty,  as  of  ail  persons  and  corpora- 
tions whatsoever,  to  the  immediate  jurisdiction,  govern- 
ment, or  propriety  of  the  soil  of  a  certain  tract  of  land, 
within  his  majesty^s  dominion  of  New-England,  called  the 
king's  province,  or  Narraganset  country ;  and  to  call  be- 
fore them  any  person,  or  persons,  ancl  to  search  records, 
as  they  shall  tind  requisite,  and  the  proceedings  therein, 
with  the  opinions  upon  the  matters  that  shall  be  examined 
by  them,  to  state,  and  with  ail  convenient  speed,   report 
thereof  to  make  to  his  majesty*" 

The  commissioners  convened  on  the  22d  of  August, 
1683,  at  the  house  of  Richard  Smith,  in  the  Narraganset 
country.  They  summoned  all  persons  and  corpoFatioos, 
in- whatever  place^  who  were  concerned  in  the  title  or  gor- 
cmment  of  that  country,  to  appear  before  them,  and  lo  pre« 
duce  all  charters,  deeds,  records,  letters,  and  orders,  frooi 
his  majesty  and  council,  or  of  any  of  his  commissioners,  to 
the  respective  colonies,  governors,  or  governments,  which 
might  give  information  on  the  subject.  At  the  time  and 
place  appointed,  the  records  represent,  ^^  that  there  was 
the  greatest  appearance  of  the  most  ancient  English  and 
Indians,  then  living,  to  testify  the  truth  of  their  knowl- 
edge," respecting  the  matters  then  to  be  determined. 

The  commissioners,  having  fully  heard  ev^ry  thing  re- 
specting the  claims  and  title  to  that  part  of  New-Engbod, 
adjourned  to  Boston,  and  there  made  a  report  to  his  ma- 
jesty, in  an  ample  manner,  declaring,  that  the  governmeot 
of  it  belonged  to  Connecticut.  The  report,  so  far  as  it  le- 
spects  this  colony,  and  can  reflect  light  on  the  subject,  is 
as  foUoweth. 

lo  both  colooies  he  presided  la  times  of  the  greatest  difiodtjr,  jret  shvuft 
conducted  hioiMir  with  such  iategrity  aod  wisdom,  m  to  meet  the  paMC 
approbation.  After  he  was  chosen  goternor  of  CoDoecticat,  he  lemtived 
to  Hartford,  where  he  died  fall  of  years  and  good  works.  He  left  a  ■hm< 
rotts  oflspriog.  One  ofbisions,  ABdrtw|i^t,£tq.  ws8f09S7«aiS€aeeC 
the  magistrates  of  the  colon  j. 
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^'  In  humble  obedience  to  your  majesty's  commands,  we,  Book  I. 
your  majesty's  commissioners,  have  seriously  considered  s.^^'n^-'w/ 
the  several  claims  before  us.     We  find,  that  your  majesty,    1683. 
by  your  letters  patent,  dated  at  Westminster,  the  three  and  Report  re- 
twentieth  of  April,  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  your  majesty's  ^^^^^  ^ 
reign,  granted  to  the  governor  and  company  of  Connecti-  gawet  "*" 
cut,  and  their  successors,  all  that  part  of  your  dominions  country, 
in  New-England,  bounded  on  the  east  by  Narraganset  bay,  ^^*^^> 
where  the  said  river  tills  into  the  sea,  and  on  the  north  by  ^^ 
the  line  of  the  Massachusetts  plantation,  and  on  the  south 
by  the  sea." 

"  We  have  also  had  information,  that,  some  time  after 
your  majesty's  grant,  and  said  patent  was  sent  to  your 
colony  of  Connecticut,  the  said  country  of  the  Narraganset 
was  likewise,  by  patent,  granted  by  your  majesty  to  the 
governor  and  company  of  Rhode-Island  plantation,  and  is, 
by  charter,  bounded  by  a  river  called  Pawcatuck,  which, 
by  said  charter,  is  for  ever  to  be  accounted  and  called  the 
Narraganset  river :  And  this  latter  grant  of  your  majesty 
to  Rhode-Island,  seems  to  be  founded  upon  advice  submit- 
ted to  by  John  Winthrop,  Esq.  said  to  be  agent  for  Con- 
necticut colony,  and  Mr.  John  Clark,  agent  for  Rhode- 
Island:  to  which  Connecticut  plead,  that  Mr.  Winthrop's 
agency  for  them  ceased,  when  he  had  obtained  atid  sent 
the  patent  to  them ;  and  that  no  submission,  or  act  of  his, 
could  invalidate,  or  deprive  them  of  any  of  the  benefits 
gracioQsly  granted  by  your  majesty's  charter :  and  that, 
iiotwithstaDding  the  seeming  boundaries,  set  by  said  arti- 
cles, signed  by  Mr.  Winthrop  and  Mr.  Clark,  it  is  in  the 
same  articles  provided,  that  the  proprietors  and  inhabit- 
ants of  the  Narraganset  country  should  choose  to  which  of 
the  two  governments  to  belong,  and  that  they  unanimously 
chose  and  subjected  to  the  government  of  Connecticut." 

"  With  humble  submission,  we  cannot  see  any  cause  to 
judge,  that  the  said  Pawcatuck  river  anciently  was,  'or 
ought  to  be,  called  or  accounted  the  Narraganset  river." 

I.  "  Because  it  lies  some  miles  within  the  Pequot  coun- 
try, a  nation,  till  extiroated  by  the  English,  often,  or  al- 
ways, at  war  with  the  Narragansets,  and  to  which  territo- 
ries the  Narragansets  never  pretended." 

II.  *'  Because  Pawcatuck  river  falls  into  the  sea  many 
fniles  westward  of  any  part  of  Narraganset  bay,  which  is 
the  river  anciendy  called  Narraganset  river,  both  because 
it,  on  the  eastward,  washes  and  bounds  the  whole  length  of 
the  Narraganset  country ;  and  for  that  Plymouth  colony, 
which  hath  now  been  planted  near  three  score  years,  have 
ever  since  bounded  themselves  according  to  the  sense  and 


^ 
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Book  I.  meaning,  or  limilation  of  their  patent,  by  the  same  bay, 
^-^-\/^^^  called  Narraganset  river,  towards  the  south." 
1683.  "'  Thus,  after  most  strict  and  impartial  inquiry  and  ex- 
amination, having  stated,  we  most  humbly  lay  before  your 
majesty  the  several  original  claims  and  pretensions  ofllered 
to  us  with  respect  to  the  propriety,  both  of  jurisdiction  and 
soil,  in  your  majesty's  province,  or  Narraganset  country; 
and,  in  further  obedience  to  your  said  commission,  have 
seriously  weighed  and  considered  all  evidences,  pleas, 
proofs,  and  allegations,  &c.  and  with  most  humble  sub- 
mission and  reservation  of  your  majesty's  right,  offer  our 
opinions,  that  by  virtue  of  your  said  letters  patent,  grant- 
ed to  Connecticut,  jurisdiction  in,  and  through  the  said 
province,  or  Narraganset  country,  of  right  beiODfips  to  the 
colony  of  Connecticut ;  and  that  propriety  of  soil^  as  de- 
rived from  Mr*^  Winthrop  and  major  Atherton,  is  vested 
upon  the  heirs  and  assigns  of  said  Mr.  Winthrop,  the  heirs 
of  Thomas  Chiffinch,  Esq.  major  Atherton,  Mr.  Richard 
Smith,  Mr.  Simon  Lynde,  Mr.  Elisha  Hutchinson,  Mr. 
John  Safhn,  Mr.  Richard  Wharton,  and  partners.'' 

^^  Finally,  we  hold  it  our  duty  humbly  to  inform  your 
majesty,  that  so  long  as  the  pretensions  of  the  Rbiode- 
Islandcrs  to  the  government  of  the  said  province  continue, 
it  will  much  discourage  the  settlement  and  improvement 
thereof;  it  being  very  improbable,  that  either  the  afore- 
named claimers,  or  others  of  like  reputation  and  conditioo, 
will  remove  their  families,  or  expend  their  estates  uoder  so 
loose  and  weak  a  government." 

*'  Your  majesty's  most  loyal  and  obedient  subjects.- 

'^  Edward  C&anfield, 
"  William  Stouohtok, 
"  Samuel  Shrimpton, 
"John  Pyncheox,  jun. 
"  Nathaniel  Saltonstalu" 
"  Boston,  Oct.  20th,  1683." 

Connecticut  had  no  sooner  gained  their  point  against 
the  claims  of  his  majesty  and  Rhode-Islana,   than  they 
Edward     Were  obliged  to  answer  to  a  new  antagonist.     Edward 
RaDdolpb,  Randolph,  Esq.  on  the  30th  of  June,  1683,  had  received  a 
^iwms       P^vver  of  attorney  from  William  and  Ann,  duke  and  duch- 
duke         c^^  of  Hamilton,  and  James,  earl  of  Aran,  son  and  heir  of 
Hamil-      William  and  Ann,  and  grandson  of  James,  marquis  of  Ham- 
laods         iJton?  to  sue  for  and  recover  their  right  and   interest  in 
lands,  islands,  houses,  and  tenements,  in  New-England. 
He  appeared  before  the  commissioners  at  Boston,  and,  in 
the  name  of  the  said  duke,  duchess,  and  earl,  claimed  the 
lands  which  they  supposed  had  been  granted- to  tboir  an- 
cestor, in  the  deed  of  1635. 
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This  renewed  claim  of  that  tract  of  country,  occasioned  Boor  I, 
answers  from  the  proprietors  of  the  lands,  and  from  Con-  v^-v^^i^ 
neclicut,  with  several  opinions  on  the  case.  1683. 

It  may  be  proper  to  communicate  the  substance  of  these 
to  the  public. 

Mr.  Saffin,  in  November,  gave  the  following  answer,  in 
behalf  of  the  proprietors. 

•  '^  The  ends  &imed  at  and  propounded  in  the  king's  char-  Mr.  SA 
ter  to  the  gteat  council  of  Pl}rmouth,  was  the  propagation  fio'i  i»-'  « 
©f  the  gospel  among  the  heathen,  and  the  enlargement  of  ■^•'' 
his  majesty's  empire,  by  plantation ;  and  whatsoever  grants 
were  made  by  said  council,  were  founded  upon  those  con- 
siderations ;  which  being  not  pursued,  rendereth  all  grants 
of  land  void.  Qui  sentii  commodum^  incammodum  sentir^ 
debet  et  onus.*  And  it  doth  not  appear,  that  his  grace, 
(as  other  patentees,)  did  transport  any  person,  or  plant 
any  colony,  nor  used  any  other  means,  either  to  instruct 
the  natives,  or  purchase  their  right  in  the  lands,  or  appoint- 
ed any  agent  to  take  possession,  in  order  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  same.  But  it  is  probable,  that  the  duke,  under- 
standing a  former  patent  was  granted,  by  the  council  of 
Devon,  to  the  lords  Say  and  Brook,  &c.  in  and  about  the 
year  1631,  and  purchased  and  improved  by  the  colony  of 
Connecticut,  might  divert  him  from  any  procedure  therein, 
frhe  copy  of  said  patent,  as  we  have  been  infomied,  when 
exhibited  by  John  Winthrop,  Esq.  before  the  king  in  coun- 
cil, the  then  lord  chancellor,  Hycle,  declared,  the  lords  Say 
and  Brook's  title  to  be  good  and  unquestionable ;  and  upoa 
that  interest,  we  presume,  it  was,  that  Connecticut  made 
application  to  his  majesty,  and  that  their  charter  was  grant- 
ed ;  the  lords  Say  and  Brook,  and  partners,  having  expend- 
ed nine  thousand  pounds  in  settlement  of  the  lands  claim- 
ed by  his  erace ;  and  had  made  considerable  improve- 
in*?nts  and  fortifications  upon  the  lands,  in  several  places, 
divers  years  before  the  date  of  duke  Hamilton's  grant. 

^'  Our  present  gracious  sovereign,  &c.  hath,  by  his  royal 
letters,  manifested  his  approbation  of  the  purchase,  pos- 
session, and  improvement  of  his  loyal  subjects,  the  propri- 
etors here.  The  said  proprietors  have  been  necessarily 
engaged  in  a  bloody  war  with  the  Indians,  in  their  late  re- 
bellion. 

"  We  further  humbly  offer,  that,  in  regard  that  the  copy 
of  the  duke's  deed,  presented  by  Mr.  luindolph,  in  behalf 
of  his  grace,  seems  to  have  no  signification  of  any  hand  or 
seal  affixed  to  it,  nor  mention  made  of  any  witnesses,  said 

*  He  who  enjoys  the  benefit  of  a  grant,  ooght  to  bear  its  difadvantef? 
aud  burthen. 

V2 


362  HISTORY  OF  Chap*  X\V 

Book  L  to  be  the  original  instrument,  (yet  affirmed  to  be  a  true  copy 
s^-v^w/  thereof,)  it  may  be  presumed  the  said  original  deed  was 
168 J*    never  completed  according  to  law/' 

The  governor  and  council  of  Connecticut  answeredt 

December  13th,  1683,  in  the  manner  following. 

Answer  of    /^As  to  the  substance  of  the  duke's  claim,  so  far  as  it 

Connecii-  concerns  us,  it  is  preceded,  some  years,  by  a  grant  from 

duke'        the  right  honourable,  Robert,  earl  of  Warwick,  to  the  lord 

HamiJtoD.  '^^y)  and  other  persons  of  honour  and  credit,  March  Idth^ 

1631,  whereas  nis  grace's  deed  was  made  four  years  after^ 

viz.  on  the  20th  of  April,  1635. 

"  By  virtue  of  his  majesty's  grant  to  lords  Say,  Brook^ 
jcc.  they,  and  their  assigns,  our  predecessors,  did,  at  their 
own  proper  charge,  about  the  year  1634,  begin  to  enter 
upon  the  said  lands,  and  so  have  continued  ever  since,  in 
actual  possession  and  improvement  thereof,  without  chal- 
lenge or  claim  from  duke  Hamilton  >  which  improvement 
hath  been  with  great  cost,  hazard,  and  labour  of  his  majes- 
ty's subjects ;  yet  by  the  blessing  of  God,  and  his  majes* 
ty's  grace,  hath,  in  a  good  measure,  answered  the  ends  of 
those  grants  or  patents ;  as  the  propagating  the  christian 
religion,  and  the  increase  and  enlargement  of  his  majesty's 
empire :  of  all  which,  his  grace,  duke  Hamilton,  tiath,  in 
these  parts,  done  nothing  that  we  know  of." 

^^His  present  majesty,  understanding  the  condition  of 
his  subjects  in  this  colony,  upon  our  humble  address,  April 
23d,  1662,  was  graciously  pleased  to  CTant  us  a  charter, 
for  holding  the  lands  therein  granted  firm,  to  ub  and  our 
successors,  for  ever;  and  in  his  letters,  dated  April  23d, 
1664,  sent  to  us  by^his  majesty's  honourable  commission- 
ers, be  is  pleased  to  call  his  grant  a  renewing  of  our  char- 
ter, which  must  relate  to  that  grant  made  by  the  earl  of 
Warwick,  in  the  year  1631  ;  for  we  had  no  other,  before 
bis  majesty's  grant  and  confirmation  aforesaid. 

^^  Under  these  securities  and  encouragements,  we  laki 
out  our  estates,  labors,  &c.  and  suddenly  after  our  first 
settling  we  were  engaged  in  a  bloody  war,  anno  37,  with 
the  Pequots,  which  was  chargeable  and  expensive  to  us* 
Also,  in  the  year  1675,  a  great  people,  who  inhabited 
the  Narraganset  country,  rose  up  against  his  majesty^* 
subjects,  who  were  planted  in  these  parts,  slew  many  of 
them,  burnt  their  houses,  and  destroyed  their  cattle,  where- 
by we  were  engaged  in  another  bloody  war,  which  was 
the  cause  of  great  expense  of  blood  and  treasure,  (his 
grace  duke  Damilton  being  no  partaker  with  us  in  any  of 
those  expenses,  or  helper  of  us  therein,)  and  by  the  as- 
sistance of  Almighty  God,  and  countenance  of  hismajesty^ 


ik. 
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in  both  ihese  forementiooed  wars,  we  overcame  our  ene-  Book  I. 
mies,  that  rose  up  against  us,  without  which  all  our  graats  s.^^^^'V/ 
would  have  been  of  little  benefit  to  us.  x  1$83» 

^^  It  is  required  by  his  majesty's  good  laws,  as  in  the 
twenty-first  of  king  James,  16th,  that  the  duke,  and  all 
others,  should  have  sued  out  his  claims :  The  reason  of 
which  law,  as  it  is  very  great,  so  it  is  pleadable  oq  ourac* 
count ;  for  it  being  latent  unto  us,  for  near  fifty  years,  would 
prove  our  ruin,  if  thereupon  our  property  be  altered.  Had 
the  duke's  grace,  or  his  predecessors  timeously  seX  his 
claim,  in  competition  with  lord  Say's  patent,  that  we  had 
purchased,  the  people  had  known  how  to  have  applied 
themselves  ;  but  after  half  a  century's  settlement,  as  afore- 
said, we  hope  his  majesty  will  be  pleased  to  secure  the 
same  to  his  good  subjects  here. 

^^  We  desire,  that  we  may  have  a  more  fit  opportunity  to 
make  a  more  full  answer,  and  to  present  our  proofs. 
"  Per  order  of  the  governor  and  council, 
"  signed  per  me, 

'' John  Allin,  Secretary." 

Some  years  after,  several  opinions,  by  gentlemen  learn- 
ed in  the  law,  were  given  on  the  case,  both  as  it  respected 
the  duke  of  Hamilton  and  the  colony  of  Rhode-Islanq. 

Sir  Francis  Pemberton,  having  largely  stated  the  case 
between  Connecticut  and  the  duke  of  Hamilton,  says, 
^  Marquis  Hamilton,  nor  his  heirs,  or  any  deriving  from 
him,  have  ever  had  possession  or  laid  out  any  thing  upoii 
the  premises,  nor  maae  any  claim,  in  said  country,  until  the 
year  1683,  which  was  about  forty-eight  years  after  said 
grant,  the  said  heir  by  his  attorney,  claimed  the  said  lands, 
at  Boston,  in  New-Eneland,  which  is  above  seyenty  miles 
from  the  premises,  and  in  another  country." 

^^  The  heir  of  said  marquis  Hamilton,  ^after  threescore  Sir  Frair 
and  two  years,  demands  the  said  premises,  or  a  quit  rent.  9^  P®™" 
I  am  of  the  opinion,  that  the  heir  of  M.  H.  after  such  pur-  opli^ii! 
chases  and  so  long  quiet  enjoyment  of  them,  &c.  ought  not 
to  recover  any  of  the  lands  or  grounds  or  quit-rents  out  of 
them. 

^^  I  am  of  opinion,  that  these  purchasers,  by  virtue  of 
their  purchases,  and  so  long  and  uninterrupted  possession 
under  them,  have  an  undoubted  right  ana  title  to  these 
grounds  and  lands,  s^nd  the  buildings  and  improvement  of 
them,  and  ought  not  now,  after  so  much  money  laid  out 
upon  them,  and  such  enjoyment  of  them,  to  be  disturbed 
|n  their  possession  of  them. 

"  Francis  Pemberton." 

Mr.  Trevor,  having  stated  the  case  between  Connecticut 
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Book  !•  and  Rhode-Island,  gives  his  opinion  to  the  lords  of  trade 

s^-v^/  and  plantations,  in  the  words  following.    '*  I  am  humbly  of 

1683.    opinion,  that  this  grant  to  Rhode-Island  is  void  in  lawj  be- 

€>pioiooor  cause  the  country  of  Narraganset  bay  was  granted  before 

Mr.  Tre-    jq  Connecticut,  and  that  therefore  the  government  of  Nar- 

^^'  raganset  bay  doth,  of  right,  belong  to  Connecticut,  and  not 

to  Rhode-Island :  all  which   is  humbly  submitte4  to  your 

honor's  great  wisdom. 

"  Thomas  Trevor. 
"October  28,  1696." 

The  aspects  of  Providence  upon  the  colony,  this  year, 
were  exceedingly  gloomy.  Besides  the  dangers  which 
threatened  them,  with  respect  to  their  civil  and  religious 
privileges,  the  people  were  visited  with  great  sickness  and 
mortality.  The  instances  of  death  among  the  clergy  were 
uncommonly  numerous,  and  many  churches  were  made  to 
sit  in  widowhood.  The  fruits  oi  the  field  were  also  dimin- 
ished, and  the  inhabitants  in  various  ways  impoverished 
and  distressed. 

The  general  assembly,  in  October,  considered  the  di- 
vine dispensations  so  afflictive  as  to  demand  their  deepest 
humiliation.     A  general  fast  was  appointed,  and  the  peo« 
pie  called  upon  to  repent  and  humble  themselves.* 
/Commit-        Colonel   Dungan  having  lately  arrived  at  New- York, 
^tai^tcT'^^®   assembly,   in  November,   appointed  major   Nathan 
fbe  duke's  Oould,  captain  John  Allen, -and  Mr.   William  Pitkin,  a 
fS^veraor,  committee,  to  congratulate  him  upon  his  arrival  at  his  seat 
and  to  a-    of  government ;  and  to  agree  with  him  upon  a  settlement 
l^j^"   of  boundaries  between  the  colonies.     The  committee  were 
ries,  Nov.  instructed  not  to  exceed  his  demands  of  twenty  miles  east 
}^' .       of  Hudson's  river:  To  examine  his  powers  to  treat,  and  if 
they  were  only  conditional,  to  treat  wkh  him  upon  the 
same  terms.     Thev  were  directed  to  insist  upon  this,  that 
there  was  no.mistake  with  respect  to  the  rise  of  the  line  at 
Memoronock.     If  they  should  be  obliged  to  give  up  juris- 
diction at  anv  place,  they  were  instructed  to  preserve  prop- 
erty inviolably  to  the  proprietors  ;  and  to  insist  on  the 
former  line,  unless  it  should,  in  any  place,  approach  near- 

*  The  proclamation  is  introduced  in  these  wordp,  *'  Whereaii  it  is  eTi- 
dent  to  air  who  observe  the  footsteps  of  Divine  Providence,  that  the  dit- 
pensations  of  God,  towards  his  poor  wilderness  people,  have  been  verj  to- 
Icmo,  awful,  and  speaking:,  for  many  jears  past ;  and  particularlj  towards 
ourwives  in  this  colony,  this  present  year,  by  occasion  of  general  Bickness 
in  most  places,  and  more  than  ordinary  mortality  in  some,  as  also  exces- 
sive rains  and  floods  in  several  plantations,  shortening  us  in  our  enjoy- 
ments ;  and  considering  also  the  holy  hand  of  God,  in  bereaving  so  many 
churches  and  congregations  of  a  settled  ministry,  whereby  they  are  leff, 
and  have  been,  some  of  them,  a  long  time,  as  sheen  without  a  shepheixl, 
aji  if  the  Lord  intended,  for  our  sine,  to  qoench  the  light  of  our  brai/el.^ 
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er  to  Hudson^s  river  than  the  distance  of  twenty  miles.     In  Book  !• 
fine,  they  were  required  to  make  his  honor  sensible,  that  s-^^n^^'^-' 
the  former  line  was  legal  and  firm,  and  that  the  present    1683. 
setdement  was  solely  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  peace 
and  a  good  correspondence  between  his  majesty's  colony 
of  Connecticut  and  the  duke's  territories,  and  their  succes- 
sive governors* 

As  the  colony  had  been  certified,  by  letters  from  his  ma-  AddrpsH 
jesty,   of  a  conspiracy  against  himself ,  apd  the  duke  ofJ^°ntohis 
York,  the  assembly  addressed  him  oti  the  subject.     They  majesty, 
declared,  in  the -strongest  terms,  their  utmost  abhorrence  Charles  n. 
of  all  plots  against  his  royal  person  and  government :  That 
they  prayed  for  kings  and  all  men,  and  especially  for  his 
majesty,  and  all  in  authority  under  him :  That  they  feared 
God  and  honored  the  king.     In  such  suppliant  language  as 
follows,  they  prayed  for  the  continuance  of  their  chartered 
rights. 

'^  Most  dread  sovereign,  we  humbly  pray  the  continu- 
ance of  your  grace  and  favor  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  those 
former  privileges  and  liberties  you  have,  out  of  your 
princely  grace  and  bounty,  bestowed  upon  us,  in  your  roy- 
al charter,  granted  this  corporation,  that  our  poor  begin- 
nings may  prosper,  under  your  shadow,  to  the  glory  of 
XSod,  and  the  enlargement  of  your  majesty's  dominions."* 

The  committee  appointed  to  agree  with  colonel  Dun- 
gan,  with  respect  to  the  line  of  partition  between  Connec- 
ticut and  New- York,  came  to  an  agreement  respecting  it, 
November  28th,    1683.     It  was  agreed,  '^  That  the  line  Agreemeot 
should  begin  at  Byram  river,  where  it  falleth  into  the  sound,  '?'^{j^®  ^^ 
at  a  point  called  Lyon^s  point,  to  go  as  the  said  river  run-  ^^^  ^ 
neth  to  the  place  where  the  common  road,  or  wading  place,  between 
over  the  said  river  is ;  and  from  the  said  road  or  wading  Connecti- 

Elace,  to  go  north  northwest  into  the  country,  as  far  as  will  ^^^^ 
e  eight  English  miles  froin  the  foresaid  Lyon's  point ;  York, 
and  that  a  line  of  twelve  miles,  being  measured  from  the  Nov.  28, 
said  Lyon's  iK)int,  according  to  the  line  or  general  course  '^^* 
of  the  sound  eastward,  where  the  said  twelve  miles  end- 
cth,  another  line  shall  be  run  from  the  sound,  eight  miles 
into  the  country,  north  north-west,  and  also,  that  a  fourth 
line  be  run,  (that  is  to  say,)  from  the  northernmost  end  of 
the  eight  miles  line,  being  the  third  mentioned  line,  which 
fourth  line,  with   the  first  mentioned  line,  shall   be  the 
bounds  where  they  shall  fall  to  run  ;  and  that  from  the  eas- 
ternmost end  of  the  fourth  mentioned  line,  (which  is  to  be 
twelve  miles  in  length,)  a  line  parallel  to  Hudson's  river, 

*  The  nnmber  ofpenoos  givinj;  in  their  lists,  Oct,  168^,  was  3,73^,  and. 
ikf  |;niid  tiit  was  j5l69,385« 
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Boor  L  in  every  place  twenty  miles  distant  from  Ifudson^s  river, 
vrv^»^  shall  be  the  bounds  there,  between  the  said  territories  or 
1693.  province  of  New- York,  and  the  said  colony  ofConnecti* 
cut,  so  far  as  Connecticut  colony  doth  extend  northwards ; 
that  is  to  the  south  line  of  the  Massachusetts  colony  :  only 
it  is  provided,  that  in  case  the  line  firom  Byram  brook's 
mouth,  north  north-west  eight  miles,  and  the  line,  that  is 
then  to  run  twelve  miles  to  the  end  of  the  third  foremen* 
tioned  line  of  eight  miles,  do  diminish  or  take  away  land 
within  twenty  miles  of  Hudson's  river,  that  then  so  much  as 
is  in  land  diminished  of  twenty  ii\ile8  of  Hudson's  river 
thereby,  shall  be  added  out  of  Connecticut  bounds  unto  the 
line  aforementioned,  parallel  to  Hudson's  river,  and  twen* 
ty  miles  distant  from  it ;  the  addition  to  be  made  the  whole 
leneth  of  the  said  parallel  line,  and  in  such  breadth,  as  will 
make  up  quantity  for  quantity,  what  shall  be  dinunished  as 
aforesaid." 
J^  8»  The  assembly,  in  the  session  of  May,  1684,  approved  of 

this  agreement,  and  appointed  major  Nathan  Gould,  Mr* 
Jehu  %urr,  and  Mr.  Jonathan  Selleck,  to  layout  the  lines 
according  to  the  stipulation.     The  lines  accordingly  were 
run,  and  on  the  24th'  of  February,   1685,  were  ratified  by 
governor  Dungan  and  governor  Treat* 
Law  made     Great  complaints  had  been  made,  in  England,  against 
JI^^J*^  P*'  the  colonies  for  harbouring  pirates ;  and  that  no  laws  had 
6, 1684.     been  made  against  them.    A  letter  had  been  written  to  the 
governor  andcompany,  by  Lyonel  Jenkins,  Esq.  complain- 
ing of  this  neglect,  and  demanding,  in  his  majesty's  name^ 
that  a  law  should  forthwith  be  made  against  piracy.    A 
special  assembly  was  consequently  called  on  the  5th  of 
July,  and  a  law  enacted  against  it,  and  a  copy  of  it  for- 
warded immediately  to  his  majesty's  secretary  of  state. 
May  14,        At  the  election,  1685,  Giles  Hamlin  was  chosen  into  the 
1685.        magistracy,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Topping,  who  seems  now 

to  have  been  dead. 
A  letter  to     The  legislature,  at  this  session,  addressed  a  letter  of 
^'"8^         condolence  to  his  majesty,  king  James  II.  on  accoaot  of 
^^^''      the  demise  of  his  brother,  king  Charles  II.  and  congratu- 
lating him  on  his  peaceful  accession  to  the  throne  of  his 
ancestors.     They  presented  him  with  the  strongest  assu- 
ranees  of  their  loyalty  and  attachment  to  his  royal  perMNi 
and  government.    At  the  same  time,  sensible  of  their  dan* 
ger,  under  a  prince  of  his  character,  they  most  humbly  be- 
sought him  to  continue  to  them  their  civil  and  relijpous 
privileges,  and  that  he  would  preserve  to  them  the  peace- 
nble  enjoyment  of  their  piroperty. 
Upon  the  petition  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitaiita  of 
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Faitnington,  presented  to  the  assembly  in  1673,  a  com-  Book  L 
mittee  was  appointed  to  view  Mattatock,  and  report  to  the  v-^^^-^w^ 
assembly,  whether  a  plantation  might  not  be  made  in  that    1686. 
tract.     In  May,  1674,  the  committee  reported,  that  Matta- 
tock was  a  place  sufficient  to  accommodatcf  thirty  families. 
Upon  this  report,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  settle  a 
plantation  there.     Some  time  after  the  settlement  commen- 
ced. The  number  of  sharers  was  about  twenty-eight.   May 
13th,  1686,  they  appear  to  have  been  vested  with  town 
privileges,  by  the  name  of  Waterbury.* 

In  tbelast  years  of  the  reign  of  king  Charles  the  second, 
the  rights  of  the  nation  were  violated,  and  a  great  number 
of  corporations  in  England  and  Wales  were  obliged  to  re- 
sign their  charters.  Indeed,  he,  and  his  officers,  seemed 
to'  sport  with  the  liberty,  property,  and  lives  of  his  sub- 
jects. King  James  the  second  be^n  his  reign  in  the  most 
flagrant  violation  of  the  laws  of  his  three  kingdoms.  *  His 
reign  grew  more  intolerable,  from  year  to  year,  until  he 
became  the  general  abhorrence  of  the  nation.  He  pro- 
ceeded in  the  same  lawless  and  cruel  manner  with  theicolo- 
iiies,  vacating  their  charters,  and  governing  them  by  the 
"Worst  measures  and  the  worst  men. 

In  July,  1685,  a  quo  warranto  was  issued  against  the  Qqo  war- 
governor  and  company  of  Connecticut,  requiring  their  ap-  ranto, 
pearance  before  him,  within  eight  days  of  St.  Martin's,  to  ^^^^^  ^^^' 
show  by  what  warrant  they  exercised  certain  powers  and 
privileges. 

The  governor,  having  received  intelligence  of  the  meas-  Special  as- 
ures  adopted  against  the  colony,  on  the  6th  of  July,  1686,  f?*'^^ 
called  a  special  assembly,  to  consult  what  might  be  done  iq^.    ' 
for  the  preservation  of  the  just  rights  of  the  colon)^ 

The  assembly,  after  most  serious  deliberation,  addres-  The  as- 
sed  a  letter,  in  the  most  suppliant  terms,  to  his  majesty,  sembly  ad- 
beseeching  him  to  pardon  their  faults  in  government,  and  ^'^^'str 
continue  them  a  distinct  colony,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  July  6th. 

*  Several  nisfortuoefl  attended  the  plantation,  which  tctj  greatly  im- 
poverished it,  and  prerented  its  popalation.  In  February,  1691,  the  town 
was  nearly  niined  by  an  inundation.  The  rain  fell  in  great  abundance, 
and  the  frost  came  out  of  the  ground  very  suddenly,  which  rendered  it  un- 
commonly soft.  At  the  same  time,  the  nver  rose  to  an  unusual  height, 
overflowed  the  meadowi,  and  ran  with  such  rapidity  and  violence,  that  it 
tore  away  a  great  part  of  them.  Other  parts  were  covered  with  earth  and 
stone,  so  as  to  be  greatly  damaged.  Numbers  of  the  inhabitants  were  so 
discouraged,  that  they  left  the  town,  and  it  did  not  recover  its  former  state 
for  some  years. 

In  17  W,  on  the  15th  of  October,  began  a  groat  sickness  in  the  town, 
which  continued  udtil  the  Iflth  of  September,  1713,  ^and  was  so  general, 
that  there  were  scarcely  a  sufficient  number  well  to  attend  the  sick,  and 
bury  the  dead.  Between  twenty  and  thirty  persons  died  of  tlie  sicknes;. 
Manuscripts  of  Mr.  Southmayd. 
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Book  I.  their  civil  and  religious  privileges.     Especially,  they  be- 
K^^sr^/  sought  him  to  recal  the  writ  of  quo  warranto,  which  they 
1686#    heard  had  been  issued  against  them,  though  it  had  not  yet 
arrived.     They  pleaded  the  charter  which  they  received 
of  his  royal  brother,  and  his  commendation  of  them,  for 
their  loyalty,  in  his  gracious  letters,  and  his  assurances  of 
the  continuance  of  their  civil  and  relieious  rights.     They 
made  ihe  strongest  professions  of  loyalty,  and  of  their  con- 
stant supplications  to  the  Supreme  Ruler,  that  he  would 
save  and  bless  his  majesty. 
Quo  war-       0[i  the  21st  of  July,   1686,  two  writs  of  quo  warranto 
rantos  ar-  were  delivered  to  governor  Treat.  They  had  been  brought 
rive,  July   over  by  Edward  Randolph,  that  indefatigable  enemy  of 
the  colonies.     The  time  of  appearance  before  his  majesty, 
was  past  before  the  writs  arrived. 
Special  as-      Upon  the  reception  of  the  writs,  and  a  letter  from  Rich- 
Jid*'^sfflth    ^^^  Norraansel,  one  of  the  sheriffs  of  London,  the  govcrtior 
^       '  immediately  convoked   another  special  assembly,  which 
Mr.  Wbi-  met  on  the  28th  of  July.     The  assembly  appointed  Mr. 
^"?*P-      Whiting  to  be  their  agent,  to  present  their  petition  to  the 
^?^\^        Icing.     He  was  instructed  to  acquaint  his  majesty  with  the 
time  of  the  colony's  receiviiig  the  quo  warrantos,  and  of 
the  impossibility  of  its  making  its  appearance  before  his 
majesty,  at  the  time  appointed :  fully  to  represent  the  great 
injury  which  the  colonists  would  sustain,  by  the  suspend- 
ing their  charter  rights ;  and  especially  by  a  division  of 
the  colony.     If  Connecticut  could  not  be  continued  a  dis- 
tinct government,  he  was  instructed  to  supplicate  his  ma-^ 
jesty  to  continue  to  them  the  enjoyment  of  their  property, 
their  houses  and  lands,  and  especially  their  religious  privi-* 
leges. 
Another         On  the  28th  of  December,  another  writ  of  quo  warranto 
quo  war-    ^as  served  on  the  governor  and  company,  bearing  date 
Dec.  28th.  October  23d,  requiring  their  appearance  before  his  majeS" 
*  ty  within  eight  days  of  the  purification  of  the  blessed  Vir- 
gin.    Though  the  writs  gave  no  proper  time  for  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  colony,  and,  consequently,  no  time  at  all ; 
yet  they  declared  all  its  chartered  rights  vacated,  upon  its 
not  appearing,  at  time  and  place,    liie  design  of  the  king 
and  his  corrupt  court  was  to  re-unite  all  the  colonies  to  the 
crown.     James  the  second  was  an  obstinate,  cruel  tyranCy 
and  a  bigoted  Roman  catholic;  destitute  of  all  the  princi'' 
pies  of  true  honour,  faith,  justice,  or  humanity.     Hewan^ 
tonly  trampled  on  the  constitution,  laws,  and  liberties  of 
the  nation ;  and,  with  his  ministers  and  officers,  in  an  un- 
righteous and  merciless  manner,  shed  the  blood  of  his  sub-' 
JT^cis,  and  wreaked  bis  vengeance  on  all  itho  made  the 
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least  opposition  to  his  lawless  proceedings.     The  most  Book  L 
humble  petitions,  arguments  from  reason,  charters,   the>N^-v^^/ 
most  solemn  compacts  and  royal  promises,  from  justice,    1686* 
humanity,   or  any  other  consideration,  which  a  subject 
could  plead,  had  no  weight  or  influence  with  him.     Nearly 
fifty  corporations  in  England  had  been  deprived  of  their 
charters*     The  city  of  London,  and  the  corporation  of  Ber- 
mudas, had  stood  trial  with  his  majesty,  and  their  charters 
had  been  taken  from  them.     The  charter  of  Massachusetts 
had  been  vacated,  and  Rhode-Island  had  submitted  to  his 
majesty.     A  general  government  had  been  appointed  over 
all  New-England,  except  Connecticut.     By  the  commis- 
sion, instituting  this  general  government,  Connecticut  was 
totally  excluded  from  all  jurisdiction  in  the  Narraganset 
country,  or  king's  province.* 

The  governor  and  company  of  Connecticut,  however,  in 
these  discouraging  circumstances,  'spared  no  pains,  nor 
omitted  any  probable  means  for  the'  preservation  of  their 
chartered  rights. 

A  special  assembly  was  called  on  the  26th  of  January,  si»h:i«J  tfi* 
1687,  after  the  reception  of  the  third  writ  of  quo  warranto,  lembij, 
to  deliberate  on  the  measures  to  be  adoptea,  in  the  then  •^*°' '^*'*f 
present  circumstances  of  the  colony.     Little  more,  how- 
ever, was  done,  than  to  desire  the  governor  and  council  to 
transact  all  business,  which  they  should  judge  necessary 
and  expedient,  further  to  be  done  for  the  presetvation  of 
iheir  privileges. 

The  election  in  May  proceeded  regularly,  but  the  ^S''  May  ISth. 
dembly  did  nothing  important.     Fear  and  hesitation  ap 
pear  to  have  attended  the  legislature.     They  knew  not  Fear  and 
what  course  to  steer,  with  safety,  either  to  themselves,  or  Je*^3ooT 
their  constituents.     They,  with  the  colony  in  general,  were 
in  great  fear  and  distress,  lest,  after  all  their  expense,  hard- 
ships, and  dangers,  in  setding  and  defending  the  country, 
ana  all  their  self-denial  and  sufferings  for  the  sake  of  en- 
joying the  worship  and  ordinances  of  Christ,  according  to 
the  gospel,  they  should  not  only  be  deprived  of  all  their 
civil  and  religious  liberties,  but  even  of  their  houses  and 
lands.     There  was  no  security  for  any  thing  under  a  prince 
like  James  the  second.     He  had,  indeed,  in   his  letters, 

*  This  general  commistioo  wac  g;rasited  by  kln§^  James  11.  in  the  first 
year  of  bU  reign,  Oct.  8th,  1685.  Joseph  Dudley,  Esq.  was  appointed 
president  of  the  commissioners.  On  the  28th  of  May,  1686,  .the  president 
iMued  a  proclamation,  discharging  all  the  inhabitants  of  Rhode-Island,  and 
the  Narraganset  country,  from  all  obedience  either  to  Connecticut  or 
Khode  Island ;  and  prohibiting  all  government  of  either  in  the  kin^^s  pro- 
vince. At  the  same  time,  the  president  required  the  entire  submission  of 
all  the  inhabitants  to  the  commissioners,  and  the  officers  whom  they  should 
appoint.     Proclamation  on  file. 
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Book  I.  promised  ihem*  the  preservation  of  all  their  liberties ;  yet, 

v^-N^'-v/  without  any  fault  on  their  part,  he  was  arbitrarily  wrestinf 

1687.    them  from  their  hands.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive,  and  much 

more  to  express,  the  anxiety  of  our  venerable  dncestors  in 

this  terrible  crisis  of  their  affairs. 

Mr.  Whiting  exerted  himself  in  England,  to  procure  all 
the  inQuence,  and  make  all  the  opposition  he  possibly 
could,  against  a  general   governor  of  the  colonies,   and 
especially  to  prevent  the  suspension  of  the  government  of 
Connecticut,  according  to  charter ;  but  he  found  his  utmost 
Agent       exertions  to  be  in  vain.     He  wrote  to  the  governor,  Janu- 
Whiting     ary  15th,  1687,  that  if  the  governor  and  council  would  dc- 
vrites  to    fg^j  ^[jpi|.  charter  at  law,  they  must  send  over  one  or  more 
nor5^^^'^"  fr^^  among  themselyes.     A  special  assembly  was' called 
»pecial  as-  "P^"  ^^^  reception  of  the  agent's  letter,  which  convened 
iembly,     on  llie  I5th  of  June,  to  deliberate  on  the  expediency  of 
June  i5Ui.  sending  another  agent.     The  prospects  appeared  so  unfa- 
Decline     vourable,  that  it  was  determined  not  to  send  another.     Mr. 
sending      Whiting  was  thanked  for  his  services,  in  favour  of  the  colo^ 
^J^^     ny,  and  desired  to  continue  them. 

Mr.  Dudley,  while  president  of  the  commissioners^  had 
written  to  the  governor  aind  company,  advising  them  to  re> 
sign  the  charter  into  the  hands  of  his  majesty,  and  prouu^ 
sing  to  use  his  influence  in  favour  of  the  colony.  Mr.  Dud- 
ley's commission  was  superseded  by  a  commission  to  Sir 
Edmund  Andross  to  be  governor  of  New-England.  He 
arrived  at  Boston,  on  the  19tb  of  December,  1686.  The 
)icxt  day  his  conunission  was  published,  and  be  took  on 
him  the  administration  of  government.  Soon  after  bis  ar^ 
rival,  he  wrote  to  the  governor  and  company,  that  be  had 
a  commission,  from  his  majesty,  to  receive  their  charter^if 
they  would  resign  it;  and  he  pressed  them,  in  obedience 
to  the  king,  and  as  they  would  give  him  an  opportunity  to 
serve  them,  to  resign  it  to  his  pleasure.  At  this  session  oif 
the  assembly,  the  governor  received  another  letter  froai 
him,  acquainting  him,  that  he  was  assured,  by  the  advice 
which  he  had  received  from  England,  that  judgment  was, 
by  that  time,  entered  upon '  the  quo  warranto  a^^ainst  their 
charter,  and  that  he  soon  expected  to  receive  his  majesty's 
commands  respecting  them.     He  urged  th.em,  as  he  repre* 


*  In  his  letter  to  governor  Treat,  June  26th,  1685,  he  says :  *^  As 
IkOt  dcmbt  of  the  rsady  and  dutiful  assurances  and  expressions  of  lojal^ 
and  obedience,  from  our  good  subjects  under  your  govemmeDt,  since  oit 
accesBioQ  to  the  crown,  so  shall  we,  at  all  times,  extend  our  royal  cnre  9a4 
protection  to  them,  in  the  preservation  of  -their  rights,  and  in  the  defaio^ 
and  security  of  their  persons  and  estates ;  which  we  think  fit  thatyoi  ti^ii- 
fy  unto  the  inhabitants  of  that  our  colony.*^  I^etter  of  Vm^  Jas^t  II.  on 
♦ije.  4 
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sented  it,  that  he  might  not  be  wanting  in  serving  their  wel-  Book  I. 
fare,  to  accept  his  majesty's  favour,  so  graciously  ofTered  v^^v-^/ 
them,  in  a  present  compliance  and  surrender.  Colonel  1C87. 
J3ungan  also  used  his  infkjence  to  persuade  them  to  resign, 
and  put  themselves  under  his  government.*  But  the  colo- 
Dy  insis(ted  on  their  charter  rights,  and  on  the  promise  of 
king  James,  as  well  as  of  his  royal  brother,  lo  defend  and 
secure  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  privileges  and  estates; 
and  would  not  surrender  their  charter  to  either.  However, 
in  their  petition  to  the  king,  in  which  they  prayed  for  the 
continuance  of  their  chartered  rights,  they  desired,  if  this 
could  not  be  obtained,  and  it  shouul  be  resolved  to  put  them 
under  another  government,  that  it  might  be  under  Sir  Ed- 
mund's, as  the  Massachusetts  had  been  their  former  corres- 
pondents and  confederates,  and  as  they  were  acquainted 
with  their  principles  and  manners.  This  was  construed 
into  a  resignation,  though  nothing  could  be  further  from 
the  design  of  the*  cojony. 

The  assembly  met,  as  usual,  in  October,  and  the  govern-  Sir  Ed- 
ment  continued  according  to  charter,  until  the  last  of  the  ™""^  ^^' 
nonth.     About  this  time.  Sir  Edmund,  with  his  suit,  and  ^^',  ^ 
more  than  sixty  regular  troops,  came  to  Hartford,  when  Hartford, 
the  assembly  were  sitting,  demanded  the  charter,  and  de-  ^^  ^- 
dared  the  government  under  it  to  be  dissolved.     The  as- ^^^y^ 
^embly  wei^  extremely  reluctant  and  slow  with  respect  to 
^ny  resolve  to  surrender  the  charter,  or  with  respect  to  any 
motion  to  bring  it  forth.     The  tradition  is,  that  governor  Goyemor 
Treat  strongly  represented  the  great  expense  and  hardships  Treat  ro- 
of the  colonists,  in  planting  the  country ;  the  blood  and  moostrotef 
treasure  which  they  nad  expended  in  defending  it,  both  g^jj^y^ 
against  the  savages  and  foreigners ;  to  what  hardships  and  mg  it. 
Angers  he  himself  had  been  exposed  for  that  purpose ; 
and  that  it  was  like  giving  up  his  life,  now  to  surrender  the 
patent  and  privileges,  so  dearly  bought,  and  so  long  enjoy- 
ed.    The  important  affair  was  debated  and  kept  in  sus- 

Snce,  until  the  evening,  when  the  charter  was  brought  and' 
d  upon  the  table,  where  the  assembly  were  sitting.     By 
this  time,  great  numbers  of  people  were  assembled,  and 
men  sufficiently  bold  to  enterprise  whatever  might  be  ne- 
cessary or  expedient.    The  lights  were  instantly  extin- 
guished, arid  one  captain  Wadsworth,  of  Hartford,  in  the  jt  is  carh< 
most  silent  and  secret  manner,  carried  off  the  charter,  anded  off  bj 
secreted  it  in  a  large  hollow  tree,  fronting  the  house  of  the  ^P ^^'^ 
Hon.  Samuel  Wyllys,  then  one  of  the  magistrates  of  the^^^j^" 
colony.     The  people  appeared  all  peaceable  and  orderly. 
The  candles  were  officiously  re-lighted ;  but  the  patent  was 
*  Letters  of  Dodlej,  Andross,  and  I^ungan,  on  file. 
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Boor  I.  gone,  and  no  discovery  could  be  made  of  it,  or  of  the  per- 
v^^v-^/  son  who  had  conveyed  it  away.     Sir  Edmund  assumed  the 
1687.    government,  and  the  records  of  the  colony  were  closed  in 
Uie  following  words* 

"  At  a  general  court  at  Hartford,  October  31st,    1687, 


the  second,  king  of  England.  Scotland,  France,  and  Ire- 
land, the  31st  of  Octoher,  1687,  took  into  his  hands  the 
government  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  it  being,  by  his 
majesty,  annexed  to  Massachusetts,  ^^d  other  colonies  un- 
der his  excellency's  government." 

"  FINIS." 
Sir  Ed-  '^"*  Edmund  appointed  .officers  civil  and  military,  through 

inuod  M-    the  colony,  according  to  his  pleasure.     He  had  a  council, 
cumestbe  at  first,  consisting  of  about  forty  persons,  and  afterwards, 
^^^'      of  nearly  fifty.     Four  of  this  number,  governor  Treat,  Johq 
Fitz  Winthrop,  Wait  Winlhrop,  and  John  Allen,  Esquires, 
were  of  Connecticut. 

Sir  Edmund  began  hh  government  with  the  most  Batter- 
ing professions  of  his  regard  to  the  public  safety  and  hap- 
f)iness»     (Ic  instructed  the  judges  to  administer  justice,  as 
ar  as  might  be  consistent  with  the  new  regulations,  accord- 
ing to  the  former  laws  and  customs.     It  is,  however,  well 
observed,  by  governor  Hutchinson,  that  "  Nero  concealed 
his  tyrannical  disposition  more  years,  than  Sir  Edmund 
The  op-     and  his  creatures  did  months/'     He  soon  laid  a  restraint 
pressive     upon  the  liberty  of  the  press ;  and  then,  one  for  more  gciev 
ment^f     ^^^  "P^"  marriage.     This  was  prohibited,  unless  bonds 
Sir  Ed-      were  previously  given,  with  sureties,   to  the   governor* 
muDdAn-  These  were  to  be  forfeited,  in  case  it  should  afterwards 
^">"*        appear,  that  there  was  any  lawful  impediment  to  the  mar* 
riage.     Magistrates  only  were  allowea  to  join  people  in  the 
bands  of  wedlock.     The  governor  not  only  deprived  the 
clergy  of  the  perquisite  from  marriages,  but  soon  suspended 
the  laws  for  their  support,  and  would  nqt  sufier  any  person 
to  be  obliged  to  pay  any  thing  to  his  minister.     Nay,  he 
menaced  the  people,  that,  if  they  resisted  his  will,  their 
meeting-houses  should  be  taken  from  them,  and  th^t  any 
person  who  should  give  two  pence  to  a  non-conformist 
minister,  should  be  punished. 

The  fees  of  all  officers,  under  this  new  administration, 
were  eijorbitant.  The  conimon  fee  for  the  probate  of  a 
will  was  fifty  shillings.  The  widow  and  fatherless,  how 
distant  soeter,  were  obliged  to  appear  at  Boston,  to  transact 
all  business  relative  to  the  settlement  of  estates.*     This 

*  Hutchinson's  HUt.  Vol.  I.  p.  358. 
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was  a  grievous  of^ressioD  of  the  poor  people  ;  especially,  Book  L 
of  the  fetherless  and  widow.  v,^^v^%»/ 

Sir  Edmund,  without  an  assembly,  nay,  without  a  ma-  1687. 
jority  of  his  council,  taxed  the  people  at  pleasure.  He 
and  Randolph,  with  four  or  five  others  of  his  creatures, 
who  were  sufiiciently  wicked  to  join  with  him,  in  all  his 
oppressive  designs,  managed  the  affiiirs  of  government,  as 
they  pleased.  But  these  were  but  the  beginnings  of  op- 
pression and  sorrow.  They  were  soon  greatly  increased 
and  more  extensively  spread. 

In  )688,  Sir  Edmund  was  made  governor  of  New- York, 
as  well  as  of  New-England,  and  the  same  kind  of  govern- 
ment was  .exercis.ed  in  that  department.!  As  the  charters 
were  now  either  vacated,  surrendered,  or  the  government 
under  them  suspended,  it  was  declared,  that  the  titles  of 
the  colonists  to  their  land$  were  of  no  value.  Sir  Edmund 
declared,  that  Indian  deeds  were  no  better  than  ^^  the 
scratch  of  a  bear's  paw."  Not  the  fairest  purchases  and 
most  ample  conveyances  from  the  natives,  no  dangers,  dis- 
bursements nor  labors,  in  cultivating  a  wilderness,  and 
turning  it  into  orchards,  gardens,  and  pleasant  fields,  no 
grants  by  charter,  nor  by  legislatures  constituted  by  them, 
no  declarations  of  preceding  kings,  nor  of  his  then  present 
majesty,  promising  them  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  their  hous- 
es and  lands,  nor  fifty  or  sixty  years  undisturbed  posses- 
sion, were  pleas  of  any  validity  or  consideration  with  Sir 
Edmund  and  his  minions.  The  purchasers  and  cultivators, 
after  fifty  and  sixty  years  improvement,  were  obliged  to 
take  out  patents  for  their  estates.  For  these,  in  some  in- 
stances, a  fee  of  fifty  pounds  Was  demanded.  Writs  of  in- 
trusion were  issued  against  persons  of  principal  character, 
who  would  not  submit  to  such  impositions,  and  their  lands 
were  patented  to  others.  Governor  Hutchinson  observes^ 
with  respect  to  Massachusetts,  that  ^^  men's  titles  were  not 
all  questioned  at  once.  Had  this  been  the  case,  according 
to  the  computation  then  made,  all  the  personal  estate  in  the 
colony  woulc}  not  have  paid  the  charge  of  the  new  pa- 

tent8."t 

The  governor,  ^nd  a  small  number  of  his  council,  in  the 
most  arbitrary  manner,  fined  and  imprisoned  numbers  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Ma3sachusetts,  and  denied  them  the  ben- 
efit of  the  act  of  habeas  corpus.  All  town  meetings  were 
prohibited  except  one  in  the  month  of  May,  for  the  eleo- 

t  The  same,  p.  371.  It  is  ttraoge,  that  Mr.  Smith,  in  hit  hittoi7  of 
New-York,  takes  no  notice  of  this,  nor  gives  aoj  account  of  Sir  IJdmimd^ 
administration. 
'  t  Hatc)mson's  Hist  Tol.  I.  p.  3^9. 
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Bodft  I.  lion  of  town  officers,  to  prevent  the  people  from  consulting 
^if>r^/  measures  for  the  redress  of  their  grievances.  No  person 
1688.  indeed  was  suffered  to  go  out  of  the  country,  without  leave 
from  the  governor,  lest  complaints  should  be  carried  to 
England  against  his  administration.  At  the  same  time,  he 
so  well  knew  the  temper  and  views  of  his  royal  master, 
that  he  feared  litdc  from  hidi,  even  tiiough  complaints 
should  be  carried  over  against  him.  Hence  he  and  his  de- 
pendants oppressed  the  people,  and  enriched  themselves 
without  restraint. 

The  most  humble  petitions  were  presented  to  his  majes- 
ty, from  corporations  of  various  descriptions,  beseeching 
him,  that  the  governor's  council  might  consist  of  none  but 
men  of  considerable  property  in  lands ;  that  lio  act  might 
be  passed  to  bind  the  people,  but  by  a  majority  of  the  coun- 
cil ;  and  that  he  would  quiet  his  good  subjects  in  the  en- 
joyment of  all  property  in  houses  and  lands.*  But,  in  the 
reign  of  James  the  second,  petitions  so  reasonable  and 
just  could  not  be  heard.  The  prince,  at  home,  and  his 
officers  abroad,  like  greedy  harpies,  preyed  upon  the  peo- 
ple without  control.  Randolph  was  not  ashamed  to  make 
liis  boa^t,  in  his  letters,  with  respect  to  governor  Andross 
and  his  council,  ^^  that  they  "tfere  as  arbitrary  as  the  great 
Turk."  AH  New-England  ^aned  under  their  oopres- 
fiion.  The  heaviest  share  of  it,  however,  ft^ll  upon  tne  in- 
habitants of  Massachusetts  and  New-Plymouth.  Connec- 
ticut had  been  less  obnoxious  to  government,  than  Massai- 
chusetts,  and  as  it  was  further  removed  firom  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment, was  less  under  the  notice  and  influence  of  tnose 
oppressors. 

Governor  Treat  was  a  father  to  the  people,  and  felt  for 
them,  in  their  distressed  circumstances.  The  other  eeo- 
tlcmen,  who  were  of  the  council,  and  had  the  principal 
management  of  affairs,  in  Connecticut,  wer^  men  of  prin- 
ciple, lovers  of  justice  flind  of  their  fellow  subjects.  They 
took  advantage  of  Sir  Edmund's  first  ii^Btructiotis,  and  as 
far  as  they  possibly  could,  consistently  ^ith  the  newr  regu- 
lations, governed  the  colony  according  to  the  former  laws 
and  customs.  The  people  were  patient  and  peaceable, 
though  in  great  fear  and  despondency.  They  were  no 
strangers  to  what  was  transacted  in  the  neighbouring  cok>- 
nies,  and  expected  soon  fully  to  share  With  tliem,  in  ait 
their  miseries.     It  was  generally  believed,  that  Andross 

*  Sir  EdmuDcl,  with  all  his  vigil&oce,  ccnkld  tief  prerent  the  carrying  ofer 
of  complaints  af^inst  him.  Mr.  locreaM  Mather,  got  on  board  a  ibm,  and 
sailed  to  England,  for  tliis  very  purpose,  and  deltvered  ths  CfWipuSaXM, 
ifhich  he  cariicd  over,  into  his  majeitj^t  hadds. 
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was  a  papist ;  that  he  had  employed  the  Indiaas  to  riTtge  Book  L 
the  frpDtiers,  and  supplied  them  with  ammunition ;  and  that  n.^^n/^^/ 
he  was  makine^  preparations  to  deliver  the  country  into  the    1688. 
hands  of  the  French.    All  the  motives  to  great  actions, 
to  industry,  economy,  enterprise,    wealth,   and   popula- 
tion, were  in  a  manner  annihilated.     A  general  inactivi- 
ty and  languishment  pervaded  the  whole  public  body* 
liberty,  property,  ana  every  thing,   which  oodit  to  be 
dear  to  men,   every  day,  grew  more  and  more  insecure. 
The  colonies  were  in  a  state  of  general  despondency,  with 
resf>ect  to  the  restoraiion  of  their  privileges,  and  the  truth 
of  that  divine  maxim,  '^  when  the  wick^  beareth  rule  the 
people  mourn,"  was,  in  a  striking  manner,  every  where 
exemplified. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

Revolution  in  New-England.  Connecticut  resume  their  gov* 
^mmtnt.  Address  to  king  William.  Troops  raised  for 
the  defence  of  the  eastern  settlements  in  New-Hampshire 
and  the  province  of  Maine.  French  and  Indian  war. 
Schenectady  destroyed.  Connecticut  dispatch  a  reinforce- 
ment to  Albany.  Expedition  against  Canada.  The  land 
army  retreats^  and  the  enterprise  proves  unsuccessftd. 
Leisler'^s  abuse  of  major  general  Winthrop.  The  assem- 
bly of  Connecticut  approve  the  generaVs  conduct.  Thanks 
are  returned  to  Mr.  Mather,  agent  Whiting,  and  Mr.  Por- 
ter. Opinions  respecting  the  charter,  and  the  legality  of 
Connecticut's  assuming  their  government.  Windham  set- 
tled. The  Mohajfik  castles  are  surprised  and  the  country 
alarmed.  ^Connecticut  send  troops  to  Albany.  Colonel 
Fletcher, governor  of  ^ew-York,  demands  the  command 
of  the  militia  of  Connecticut.  The  colony  petition  king 
William  on  the  subject.  Colonel  Fletcher  comes  to  Hart- 
ford, and,  inperson,  demands  that  the  legislature  submit 
the  militia  to  his  command;  but  they  refuse.  Captain 
Wadsworth  prevents  the  reading  of  his  commission,  and 
the  colonel  judges  it  expedient  to  leave  the  colony.  The 
case  of  Connecticut  relative  to  the  militia  stated.  His 
majesty  determines  in  favor  of  the  colony.  Committees 
are  appointed  to  settle  the  boundary  line  between  Connec- 
ticut and  Massachusetts.  General  JVinthrop  returns  and 
receives  public  thanks.     Congratulation  of  the   earl  of 
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Book  !•      BtUemorti^  appairUed  governor  of  Jf no-York  arid  Massac 
N^^V^^      chusttts.     Disfmie  with  Rhode^/sland  continues.     Com" 

nUttee  to  settle  the  boundaries.     Expenses  of  the  war. 

Vexatianis  conduct  of  governor  Fletcher.     Peace^  joy  and 

ihiuJcsgiving* 

1689.  ^  CARCELY  any  thiitg  cfould  be  more  gloomy  and  dis- 
^  tressful,  than  the  slate  of  public  affairs,  in  New-Eng- 
land, at  the  beginning  of  (his  year.  But  in  the  midst  of 
darkness  light  arose*  While  the  people  had  prayed  in 
vain  to  an  earthly  mdnarch,  their  petitions  had  oeen  more 
successfully  presented  to  a  higher  throne.  Providence 
wrought  clonoosly  for  their  and  the  nation^s  deliverance. 
On  the  5tn  of  November,  1688,  the  prince  of  Orange  !and- 
Rejolution  ^d  at  Torbay,  in  England.  He  immediately  published  a 
EugUod.  declaration  of  his  desien,  in  visiting  the  kingdom.  A  co- 
py of  this  was  received  af  Boston,  by  one  Mr.  Wlnilow,  a 
gentleman  from  Virdnia,  in  April,  1689.  Governor  An- 
dross  and  his  council  were  so  alarmed  with  the  news,  that 
they  ordered  Mr.  Winslow  to  be  arrested  and  committed  to 
gaol  for  bringing  a  false  and  traitorous  libel  into  the  coun- 
try. They  also  issued  a  proclamation  commanding  all  the 
officers  and  people  to  be  in  readiness  to  prevent  the  land- 
ing of  any  forces,  which  the  prince  of  Orange  might  send 
into  that  part  of  America.  But  the  people,  who  sighed  un- 
der their  burthens,  secretly  wished  and  prayed  for  success 
to  his  glorious  undertaking.  The  leaders  in  the  country 
determined  quietly  to  wait  the  event ;  but  the  great  body 
of  the  inhabitants  had  less  patience.  Stung  with  past  in- 
juries, and  encouraged  at  the  first  intimations  of  relief,  the 
iSre  of  liberty  re  kindled,  and  the  flame,  which,  for  a  long 
time,  had  been  smothered  in  their  bosoms,  burst  forth  with 
irresistible  violence. 

On  the  18th  of  April,  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  and  the 
adjacent  towns  rose  in  arms,  made  themselves  masters  of 
the  castle,  seized  Sir  Edmund  Andross  and  his  council,  and 
persuaded  the  old  governor  and  council,  at  Boston,  to 
resume  the  government. 

^^^^^"'"as-     ^"  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^'  ^  ^^^'  governor  Robert  Treat,  deputy 
flumed'at''  covernor  James  Bishop,  and  the  former  magistrates,  at  the 
Connecti-  dcsire  of  the  freemen,  resumed  the  government  of  Connec- 
cut,  May   ticut.     Major  general  John  Winthfop  was,  at  the  same 
'       •     time  chosen  into  the  magistracy,  to  complete  the  number 
appointed  by  charter.     The  freemen  voted,   that,   for  the 
present  safety  of  that  part  of  New-England  called  Connec- 
ticut, the  necessity  of  its  circumstances  so  requiring,  ^'thcy 
would  re-establish  government,  as  it  was  before,  and  at 
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the  time,  when  Sir  Edmund  Andross  took  it,  and  so  haire  it  Book  I. 
proceed,  as  it  did  before  that  time,  accordinc^  to  charter ;  >^^v-^/ 
engaging  themselves  to  submit  to  it  accordinglyi  until  there    1689. 
should  be  a  legal  establishment  among  them.^' 

The  assemoly  having  formed,  came  to  the  following 
resolution :  '^  That  whereas  this  court  hath  been  interrupt- 
ed, in  the  management  of  the  government  in  this  colony  of 
Connecticut,  for  nineteen  months  past,  it  is  now  enacted, 
ordered,  and  declared,  that  all  the  laws  of  this  colony, 
made  according  to  charter,  and  courts  constituted  for  the 
administration  of  government,  as  they  were  before  the^ 
late  interruption,  shall  be  of  full  force  and  virtue,  for  the 
future,  and  until  this  court  shall  see  cause  to  make  further 
and  other  alterations,  according  to  charter.^'  The  assem- 
bly then  confirmed  all  mili»;iry  officers  in  their  respective 
posts,  and  proceeded  to  appoint  their  civil  officers,  as  had 
Deen  customary  at  the  May  session. 

It  was  expected,  that  it  might  soon  be  necessary  to  trans-  Retdtt-df 
act  matters  of  the  highest  importance,  respecting  the  most^  ^^V^ 
essential  rights  of  the  colony.     The  deputies  therefore  re-  ^®** 
solved,  that  if  occasion  should  require  any  thing  to  be  act- 
ed, respecting  the  charter,  the  governor  should  call  the  as- 
sembly, and  not  leave  the  affair  with  the  council. 

Upon  the  26th  of  May,  a  ship  arrived  at  Boston  with 
advice  that  William  and  Mary  were  proclaimed  king  and 
queen  of  England.  The  ioyful  news  soon  reached  Con- 
iiecticut.  A  special  assembly  was  called,  which  convened 
on  the  13lh  of  June.  On  the  same  day,  William  and  Ma- 
ry, prince  and  princess  of  Orange,  were  proclaimed  with 
great  ceremony  and  joy.  Never  was  there  greater  or  more 
general  joy  in  New-England,  than  upon  the  accession  of 
\Villiam  and  Mary  to  the  throne  of  Great-Britain.  The 
bands  of  oppression  were  now  loosed,  the  fears  of  the  peo- 
ple dissipated,  and  joy  brightened  in  every  countenance. 

The  legislature  addressed  his  majesty,  in  the  most  loyal  Addrew 
and  dutiful  manner.     They  represented,   that  the  Lord,  ?®  J**t^" 
who  sitteth  king  upon  the  floocls,  had  separated  his  ene-'\vi^j^|n5 
mics  from  him,  as  he  divided  the  waters  of  Jordan  before 
his  chosen  people ;  and  that,   by  the  great  actions  which 
he  had  performed,  in  rescuing  the  nation  from  popery  and 
despotism,  God  had  begun  to  magnify  him,  as  he  did  Josh- 
ua, in  the  sight  of  all  Israel.     In  strong  terms,  they  de- 
•  clared,  that  it  was  because  the  Lord  loved  his  people,  that 
he  had  exalted  him  to  be  king  over  them,  to  execute  ius- 
lice  and  judgment.     They  most  humbly  presented  their 
grateful  acknowledgments  to  him,  for  his  zeal  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  nation,  and  for  the  protestant  interest.    At  the 
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Book  I.  same  lime,  they  represented  to  his  majesty  the  charter 
^^"v^^^/  privileges,  which  they  had  obtained,  and  the  manner  in 
1689.  which  Sir  Edmund  Andross  had  suppressed  their  eovem- 
ment  by  charter :  That  they  had  never  surrendered  it,  and 
that  there  had  been  no  enrolment  of  any  surrender  of  it,  or 
act,  in  law,  against  it :  And  that,  to  avoid  the  inconven- 
iences of  having  no  government,  and  for  their  defence  a- 
gainst  their  enemies,  they  had,  at  the  desire  of  the  freemen, 
resumed  the  government  according  to  their  ancient  form. 
They  humbly  prayed  for  his  majesty's  directions,  and  his 
gracious  confirmation  of  their  charter  rights.*  The  court 
ordered,  that  Mr.  Whiting  should  present  their  address  to 
his  majesty. 
Rcvoiu-  Meanwhile  a  revolution  had  been  made  at  New-YoA. 
Sew*'  One  captain  Jacob  Leisler  had*  assumed  the  eovernment  of 
York.  that  province,  and  kept  the  fort  and  city  in  behalf  of  king 
William.  He  had  written  to  Connecticut  and  solicited  as- 
sistance in  defending  the  province.  The  assembly  ap- 
j)ointed  major  Gould  and  captain  James  Fitch  to  proceed 
to  New- York,  and  confer  with  Leisler  and  his  council  rela- 
tive to  the  defence  of  the  frontiers.  The  committee,  with 
captain  Leisler,  were  authorized  to  determine  the  number 
of  men  to  be  employed  and  the  measures  to  be  adopted  for 
that  purpose.  Inconsequence  of  their  dcterminatioo,  the 
governor  and  council  dispatched  captain  Bull,  with  a  com- 
pany, to  Albany,  for  the  defence  of  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try, and  to  assist  in  a  treaty  with  the  Five  Nations,  with  a 
view  to  secure*  their  friendship  and  attachment,  as  for  as 
possible,  to  the  English  colonies.  Connecticut  also  sent  a 
detachment  of  men  to  assist  captain  Leister  in  the  defence 
of  the  fort  and  city  of  New- York. 

While  the  French  and  Indians  were  threatening  the  north- 
ern frontiers,  the  eastern  Indians  were  carrying  on  their 
depredations  in  the  eastern  parts  of  New-England.  In 
September,  a  special  assembly  was  called  on  that  account. 
Commissioners  were  appointed  to  consult  with  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  other  colonies,  relative  to  the  war  in  those 
parts.  As  it  was  imagined  the  Indians  there  had  been  iii» 
jured,  by  governor  Andross  and  his  officers,  die  commis- 
sioners were  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  grounds  of  the 
war  with  them  ;  and  if  it  should  appear  that  they  had  been 
injured,  to  use  their  utmost  influence,  that  justice  mi^t  be 
done  them,  and  the  country  quieted  in  that  way.  But  if 
they  found  the  war  to  be  just  and  necessary,  they  were  au- 
thorized to  engage  the  colony's  full  proportion  of  men,  un- 
less it  should  amount  to  piore  than  two  hundreds     Twtt 
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companies  were  afterwards  appointed  to  that  service,  un-  Book  L 
der  the  command  of  captains  George  Denison  andEbcne-  n-^^n^^x^ 
zer  Johnson.  1G89. 

At  the  session  in  October,  it  waB  resolved,  that  by  rca-  Oct.  10. 
son  of  the  great  expense  of  the  colony,  in  defending  his  ma- 
jcsty^s  subjects,   in  other  parts,  it  was  necessary  to  with- 
draw the  aid  which  they  had  sent  to  New- York. 

At  this  general  court,  the  law  respecting  the  choice  ot 
the  governors  and  magistrates  was  enacted  nearly  in  the 
words  in  which  it  now  stands ;  but  it  instituted  a  mode  of 
nomination  different  from  ihe  present.  This  was  to  be 
made  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  March  annually,  and  the 
ifotes  were  to  be  carried  to  Hartford  by  the  constables  of 
the  county  towns,  and  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  the  month 
were,  by  them,  to  be  sorted  and  counted  in  the  council 
jchamber.  The  nomination  was  then  transmitted  to  the 
several  iowns. 

While  the  revolution  delivered  the  nation  from  vassalage 
and  popery,  it  involved  it  in  an  immediate  war  with 
France,  and  the  colonies  in  a  French  and  Indian  war.  A 
large  number  of  troops  and  a  considerable  fleet  were  sent 
from  France,  in  1689,  with  a  special  view  to  the  reduction 
of  New- York.  The  enterprise  was  frustrated  by  the  dis; 
tressed  condition  to  which  the  incursions  of  the  Mohawk« 
had  reduced  Canada. 

Count  Frontenac,  to  raise  the  depressed  spirits  of  the 
Canadians,  sent  out  several  parties  of  French  and  Indians 
against  the  settlements  in  New- York  and  New-England. 
A  detachment  of  between  two  and  three  hundred  French 
and  Indians,  under  the  command  of  D'Aillebout,  De  Man- 
tel, and  Le  Moyn,  were  dispatched  from  Montreal  against 
the  frontiers  of  New- York.  They  were  furnished  with  ev- 
ery thing  necessary  for  a  winter's  campaign.  After  a 
inarch  of  two  and  twenty  days,  in  the  dead  of  winter,  they 
reached  Schenectady,  on  Saturday,  the  8th  of  February, 
1690.  They  had  been  reduced  to  such  straits  that  they 
had  thoughts  of  surrendering  themselves  prisoners  of  war.  Jj^'^f^ 
But  their  scouts,  who  had  been  a  day  or  two  in  the  village,  Scheoec- 
«ntirely  unsuspected,  returned  with  such  accounts  of  the  tadj,  F>b. 
security  of  the  inhabitants,  as  determined  them  to  make  an  ^'  ^^^' 
attack  upon  them.  They  found  the  gates  open  and  un- 
guarded*  They  entered  them  about  eleven  o'clock,  and 
^t  they  might  invest  every  house,  at  the  same  time., tj&ey 
divided  into  small  parties  of  six  or  seven  men.  llie  in- 
habitants were  in  a  profound  sleep,  and  unalarmei{  until 
(he  enemy  had  broken  open  their  doors,  and  they  w^  oil 
the  verge  qi  destruction.    Never  were  a  poor  people  more 
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Book  I.  dreadfully  surprised.  Before  they  had  time  to  rise  from 
v^^N^^^^  their  beds,  the  enemy  began  the  perpetration  of  the  most 
1690*  inhuman  barbarities.  No  tongue,  says  colonel  Schuyler, 
in  bis  letter  to  the  colonies,  can  express  the  cruelties  which 
\rere  committed.  The  inhabitants  were  instantly  slain, 
and  the  whole  village  was  in  iflamcs.  Pregnant  women 
V^ere  ripped  open,  and  their  infants  cast  into  the  flames  or 
dashed  against  the  posts  of  the  doors.  Sixty  persons  per- 
ished in  the  massacre,  and  twenty  were  captivated.  The 
rest  of  the  inhabitants  escaped  in  their  shirts,  in  a  most 
stormy  and  severe  night,  and  through  a  deep  snow,  which 
fell  at  the  same  time.  Twenty  five  of  the  fugitives  lost 
their  limbs,  in  the  flight,  through  the  sharpness  of  the  frost. 
Captain  BulPs  lieutenant,  one  of  his  sergeants,  and  three 
other  men  were  killed,  and  five  captivated.  The  enemy 
killed  all  the  cattle  and  horses,  which  they  could  find,  ex- 
cept about  fifty  of  the  best  horses,  which  they  carried  off, 
loaded  with  the  plunder  of  the  village. 

When  the  news  of  this  destruction  reached  Albany,  the 
Aext  morning,  an  universal  fear  and  consternation  seized 
the  inhabitants.  The  country  became  panick  struck,  and 
many  entertained  thoughts  of  destroying  the  town  and  aban* 
doning  that  part  of  the  country  to  the  enemy.  Indeed, 
the  whole  province  of  New- York  was  in  deplorable  cir- 
cumstances. Leisler,  who  had  assumed  the  government, 
was  a  weak,  imprudent  man,  and  there  was  a  violent  oppo- 
sition both  to  him  and  his  measures,  especially  at  Albany. 
Government  was  nearly  dissolved.  The  people  would  not 
suffer  the  officers,  posted  at  Albany  and  Schenectady,  to 
keep  a  regular  watch,  or  to  maintain  any  kind  of  military 
order.  Captain  Bull  had  remonstrated  against  their  con- 
duct, and  threatened  to  withdraw  his  troops,  unless  thej 
would  submit  to  order.  The  bad  weather  only  had  pre- 
vented him  from  withdrawing  the  detachment  from  Sche- 
nectady. The  people  had  been  warned  of  their  danger, 
and  that  an  expedition  had  been  undertaken  by  the  ene- 
my against  that  part  of  the  country ;  but  they  imagined^ 
that  it  was  impracticable  for  any  men  to  march  hundreds 
of  miles,  with  their  arms  and  provisions,  throueh  the  snow, 
in  the  depth  of  winter.  This  infatuation  and  disorder  was 
the  occasion  of  their  destruction.* 
Destrtic-  A  second  party  of  the  enemy,  which  count  Frontenac 
tion  of  bad  detached  from  the  three  rivers,  under  the  command  of 
laUf  ^'^  the  sieur  Hartel,  an  officer  of  distinguished  character  in 
March  18,  Canada,  on  the  18th  of  March,  fell  upon  Salmon  Falls. 
M^.        This  was  a  plantation  on  th6  river  wnich  divides   New* 

*  Cplonel  Scbuj:)er^s  and  captain  l^ulTi  letten  on  file. 

'  t  At  .    ' 
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Hampshire  from  the  province  of  Maine.     This  party  con-  Book  L 
sistea  of  about  fifty  men,  nearly  half  Indians.     They  com-  n.^-n/"^/ 
menced  the  attack  at  break  of  day,  in  three  dificreot  places.    169.0* 
Though  the  people  were  surprised,  yet  they  flew  to  their 
arms,  and  defended  themselves  with  a  bravery  which  even 
their  enemies  applauded.     But  they  were  finally  overpow- 
ered by  numbers,  and  the  whole  settlement  was  pillaged 
and  burned.     Six  and  thirty  men  were  killed,  and  fifty- 
four,  principally  women  and  children,  carried  into  cap- 
tivity. 

These  depredations  filled  the   country  with  fear  and 
alarm.     The  most  pressing  letters  were  sent  to  Connecti- 
cut for  immediate  assistance.     A  special  assembly  was  Special  as- 
called  on  the  nth  of  April.     Lettei*s  were  laid  before  the  spmblyi 
assembly  from  Massachusetts,  soliciting  that  soldiers  might  ^P"^  ****** 
be  sent  from  Connecticut,  to  guard  the  upper  towns  upon 
Connecticut  river ;  and  that  there  might  be  a  general  meet« 
ine  of  commissioners  from  the  several  colonies,  at  Rhode- 
Isiaiid,  to  consult  the  common  defence.     There  were  also 
letters  from  captain  Leisler,  at  New- York,  and  from  colo- 
ndl  Schuyler,  and  other  principal  gentlemen  at  Albany, 
urging,  that  captain  Bull  and  the  soldiers  there  might  be 
continued,  and  that  reinforcements  might  be  forwarded  for 
^  defence  of  that  place  and  the  achacent  country.     It 
was  also  urged,  that  Connecticut  wouldf  unite  with  the  oth-    v' 
er  colonies,  in  raising  an  army  for  the  reduction  of  Canada. 

The  assembly  determined,  that  there  was  a  necessity  of  Rein- 
their  utmost  exertions  to  prevent  the  settlement  of  the  forcemeDt 
French,  at  Albany.     It  was  resolved,  that  two  companies,  ^^J^  ^*" 
of  a  hundred  men  each,  should  be  raised  anjd  sent  forward 
te  that  purpose.     The  colony  also  gave  assistance  to  the 
finpotier  towns  of  Massachusetts  upon  the  river. 
'  '^For  the  defence  of  Connecticut,  it  was  ordered,  that  a  Proviskm 
constant  watch  should  be  kept  in  the  several  towns,  and^brthe 
that  all  the  niales  in  the  colony,  except  the  aged  and  infirm,  J^^Jolony 
should  keep  watch  in  their  turns.     If  the  aged  and  infirm 
3were  more  thaq  fifty  pounds  in  the  list,  they  were  obliged 
to  procure  a  man,  in  their  turns,  to  watch  and  guard  in 
their  stead. 

Thoueh  the  colony  had  received  no  instructions  from  Coart  of 
king  WHliam,  confirming  their  charter,  or  directing  the  elecUoa, 
mode  of  govemmelnt,  yet  at  the  general  election,  the  free-    *^      ' 
men  proceeded,  as  had  been  usual,  to  the  choice  of  their 
officers.     Robert  Tfeat,  Esq.  was  re-chosen  governor,  and 
James  Bishop,  Esq.  deputy-governor.    Samuel  Wyllys, 
Nathan  Gould,  William  Jones,  John  Allen,  Andrew  Leet, 
jfam^s  Fitch,  Samuel  Mason,  Samuel  Talcott,  John  Buri:, 


V* 


?** 


«  - 
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Boo«  L  William  Pitkin,  Nathaniel  Stanley,  and  Daniel  Witherell, 
^^^-N^"^/  Esquires,  were  chosen  magistrates. 

1690.        At  this  session  of  the  assembly,  that  part  of  Weathers- 
Glasten-    field  which  lay  on  the  east  side  of  Connecticut  river,  was 
^"21^?^  made  a  distinct  town,  by  the  name  of  Glastenbury. 
J^i^^*^  •     The  proposed  meeting  of  commissioners,  was  bolden  at 
New- York,  instead  of  Rhode-Island,  on  the  1st  of  May, 
1690.     The  commissioners  from  Connecticut,  were  Nathan 
Gould  and  William  Pitkin,  Esquires.     It  appears,  that,  at 
this  meeting,  the  commissioners  conceived  the  plan  of  an 
expedition  against  Canada.    They  ordered,  that  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men  should  be  raised  for  that  purpose.  The 
quotas  of  the  several  colonics  were  fixed,  ana  general  rules 
adopted  for  the  management  of  the  army.     A  small  vessel 
was  sent  express  to  England,  the  beginning  of  April,  car- 
rying a  representation  of  the  exposed  slate  of  the  colonies, 
and  of  the  necessity  of  the  reduction  of  Canada.   A  prayer 
was  also  sent  to  his  majesty,  for  a  supply  of  arms,  ammu- 
nition, and  a  number  of  frigates,  to  attack  the  enemy  bv 
water,  while  the  colonial  troops  made  an  invasion  by  land. 
But  the  affairs  of  the  nation  were  such,  at  that  time,  that 
110  assistance  could  be  given  to  the  colonies.     New- York 
and  the  New-England  colonies,  however,  determined  to 
prosecute  their  original  plan  of  attacking  Canada.     It  was 
proposed,  with  about  eight  or  nine  hundred  Englishmen, 
and  five  or  six  hundred  Indians,  to  make  an  attack  upon 
Montreal  ;^  while  a  fleet  and  army,  of  eighteen  hundred 
or  two  thousand  men,  were  tor  proceed  up  the  St.  Lawrence, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  make  an  attack  upon  Quebec.     It 
was  hoped,  by  this  means,  so  to  distract  and  divide  the  en* 
emy,  that  the  whole  country  might  be  reduced  to  his  ma- 
jesty's government.     It  was  expected,  that  a  powerful  as* 
sistance  would  be  given  by  the  five  nations,  who  had,  but 
a  few  years  before,  so  exceedingly  harassed  and  distressed 
the  whole  French  colony.    Jacob  Milborn,  son  in  law  to 
Leisler,  was  commissary,  and  it  was  expected,  that  New- 
York  would  furnish  provisions,  and  make  preparations  for 
the  army  to  pass  the  waters  to  Montreal. 
Ceneral         John  Winthrop,  Esq.  was  appointed  major-general  and 
l¥iothrop  commander  in  chief  oi  the  land  army.     He  arrived,  with 
wi^^     the  troops  under  his  command,  near  the  falls  at  the  bead 
land  amy  o^  Wood  creek,  early  in  the  iponth  of  August.    About  the 
at  Wood    same  time,  the  fleet  sailed  firom  Nantasket  for  Quebec.    It 
^^'^^*       consisted  of  between  thirty  and  forty  vessels,  great  and 
small.     The  largest  carried  forty-four  guns,  andtwobua- 

*  Determination  of  the  cominiirioneiB  st  Neir-Toric,  and  coloiiel  ficliay* 
]er^8  letter,  oo  fik. 


■       • 
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dred  men.  Sir  William  Phipps,  governor  of  Massachusettj^,  Book*  !• 
bad  the  chief  command.  The  fleet  had  a  long  passage,  s^^s/^-^/ 
and  did  not  arrive  before  Quebec  until  the  5th  of  October.     1690. 

When  the  land  army  arrived  at  the  place  appointed  for 
the  rendezvous  of  the  Indians  from  the  five  nations,  instead 
of  finding  that  powerful  body,  which  they  expected,  and   > 
which  the  Indians  had  promised,  there  were  no  more  thaint'- 
seventy  warriors  from  the  Mohawks  and  Oneidas.     A  m<|K;.  - 
senger  was  sent  to  the  other  nations,   to  know  what  they    '-\'t 
designed;  whether  they  would  join  the  orniy  and  go  for- 
ward, or  not.     The  messenger  returned,  and  reported  that        '     • 
they  wished  for  some  delay ;  and  they  never  came  on  to 
Join  the  army.     When  the  general  had  advanced  about  a  "    -  1 

hundred  miles,  he  found  that  there  were  notxcanoes  pro- 
vided suflScient  to  transport  one  halfof  the  English  soldiers 
across  the  lake.     Upon  representing  to  the  Indians,  that 
the  army  could  not  pass  into  Canada,  without  a  much  great- 
er number  of  canoes,  they  replied,  that  it  was  then  too  late 
in  the  season  to  make  canoes,  as  the  bark  would  not  peel. 
In  sliort,  they  artfully  evaded  every  proposal  which  the 
council  of  war  made  for  the  sei^vice ;  and,  finally,  told  the 
general  and  his  officers,  that  they  looked  too  high,  and  ad- 
vised them  only  to  attack  Chambly,  and  the  out  settle- 
ments, on  this  side  of  the  St.  Lawrence.*     There  was  an<r 
other  insuperable  difficulty  arose.     Milborn,  commissary 
of  the  army,  had  not  made  a  sufficient  provision  for  the 
carrying  on  and  supplying  of  provisions  for  the  army,  so 
that  it  was  necessitated  to  retreat  to  Albany  for  subsist- Am^obK- 
ence.     This  was  determined  by  a  council  of  war.    At  the  ged  to  re- 
same  time,  about  a  hundred  and  forty  of  the  sprightliest  *^®**' 
young  men,  English  and  Indians,  were  dispatched  into 
Canada,  to  make  all  the  diversion  possible  in  favour  of  Means  of 
die  fleet.     However,  the  retreat  of  the  army,  and  the  late  ^*^**JJ^ 
arrival  of  the  armament  before  Quebec,  defeated  the  ex-  pr^e. 
pedition. 

Count  Frontenac,  who  had  advanced  with  all  his  force 
to  Montreal,  to  defend  the  country  against  the  army  ad- 
vancing towards  the  lake,  no  sooner  received  intelligence, 
by  his  scouts,  that  it  was  retreating,  than  he  returned,  with 
all  possible  dispatch,  to  Quebec.  Though  but  two  or  three 
days  before  Sir  William  Phipps  arrived  before  the  town, 
there  were  not  more  than  two  hundred  Frenchmen  in  the 
city,  and,  according  to  their  own  historians,  it  would  have 
surrendered  upon  the  first  summons,  yet,  afterwards,  the 
count  was  able  to  employ  his  whole  force  in  its  defence. 

*  Proposals  made  to  the  IndlaDi  and  their  answers,  with  colotel  f:chujr- 
ier^s,  and  the  recorder  of  Albanj^f  ktter,  ou  file. 
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Book  I.  On  the  dth  of  October^  the  troops  landed  and  adv»riced 
v^-N/-0  towards  the  town.  The  ships,  the  next  day,  were  drawn 
1690.  up  before  it,  and  cannonaded  it  with  all  their  force  ;  but 
thev  were  not  able  to  do  any  great  injury  to  the  town, 
while  they  were  considerably  damaged  by  the  enemy's 
fire  from  their  batteries.  On  the  1 1  th,  the  troops  were  re- 
embarked.  Though  they  had  advanced  and  maintained 
their  ground  with  spirit,  yet  they  received  such  accounts 
of  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  as  very  much  discouraged 
them.  Soon  after,  tempestuous  weather  came  on,  the  ships 
were  driven  from  their  anchors,  and  the  whole  fleet  scat- 
tered. Thus,  for  want  of  a  sufficient  preparatioti  for  the 
advancing  of  the  land  army,  and  in  consequence. of  the 
too  late  sailing  of  the  fleet,  an  otherwise  well  concerted 
plan  was  defeated. 

Though  general  Winthrop  had  acted  in  perfect  confor- 
mity to  the  agreement  of  the  commissioners,  at  New-Yorky 
and  to  the  instructions  which  had  been  given  him,  and 
though  lie  bad  retreated  and  taken  all  his  measures  by  the 
advice  of  his  officers,   in  repeated  councils  of  war, 'yet 
Leisler^s     Leisler,  Mil  born,  and  their  party,  were  fliled  with  the  ut- 
"h^**     most  rage  and  madness  at  the  retreat.     It  was  ordained 
of  general  ^Y  ^^  Commissioners,  that,  in  all  matters  of  great  impor- 
Viothrop.  tance,  the  general  should  be  governed  by  a  council  of  war^ 
consisting  of  himself  and  his  officers ;  and  Leisler  was  the 
first  si^-.ier  to  the  instructions  and  orders  given.     It  was 
impossible  to  pass  the  lake  without  boats  and  canoes.     Ik 
would  have  been  madness  to  have  crossed  it,  if  there  had 
been  canoes,  when  they  had  found,  that,  by  all  the  means 
;'^  and  exertions  in  their  power,  they  could  not  procure  pro- 

•^;'  visions  for  the  army  on  this  side  of  the  fake.     Leisler, 

however,  took  the  advantage  of  the  general,'  after  the  ar- 
my had  crossed  Hudson's  river,  and  lay  encamped  on  this 
side  of  it,  to  arrest  and  confine  him,  that  he  might  try  him 
by  a  court  martial  of  his  own  appointment.     He  was  some 
days  under  the  arrest.     But  when  he  was  brought  upon 
trial,  the  Mohawks,  who  were  in  the  camp,   crossed  the 
Sled'by  *"  "^^^  ^"^  brought  him  off*,  with  great  triumph,  and  to  the 
..the  Mo-     universal  joy  of  the  army.     Leisler,  Milborn,  and  their 
liawks.      party,  were  so  enraged  with  some  of  the  principal  gentle- 
men in  Albany,  who  were  of  the  general's  council,   that 
they  were  obliced  to  flee  to  Connecticut  for  safety.     Mr. 
Livingston  and  others  resided  some  time    at   Hartford. 
Leisler  confined  the  commissary  of  the  Connecticut  troops, 
so  that  the  ai-my  suffered  for  want  of  his  assistance* 

This  was  viewed,  by  Connecticut,   as  an  entirely  law- 
less proceeding ;  not  only  highly  injurious  to  general  Win-r» 
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throp  and  the  colony,  but  to  all  New-England.     The  gov-  Book  I. 
ernor  and  council  remonstrated  against  nis  conduct,  and  >^^v*^/ 
detnanded  the  release  of  general  Winthrop  and  their  com-    1690. 
missary.     They  certified  him,  that  it  belonged  not  to  him  Thegorw 
to  judge  of  the  general's  conduct,  but  to  the  colonies  in  *"><>''•»* 
general ;  that  it  was  inconsistent  with  the  very  instructions  ^^,^2" 
ttrhich  he  had  subscribed  with  his  own  hand  ;  and  that,  if  agahiit 
he  proceeded  in  his  unprecedented  and  violent  measures,  ^-^Wb'^* 
they  would  leave  him  and  New- York  to  themselves,  with-  ^'^'^**^ 
out  any  further  aid  from  Connecticut,  let  the  consequences 
be  what  they  might.*     They  observed,   that  he  needed 
friends  and  assistance,  but  was  pursuing  measures  not  only 
to  make   the  powerful  friends  of  general  Winthrop,  but 
all  New-England,  his  enemies  ;  and,  that  the  character 
of  the  general  was  too  good,  and  too  well  known,  to  be 
drawn  into  question  or  disrepute  by  his  conduct  towards 
himi 

At  the  general  court,  in  October,  a  narrative  of  the  con-  Oct.  sib. 
duct  of  the  general  was  exhibited,  attested  by  the  officers 
of  the  army,   and  by  numbers  of  the  principal  gentlemen 
of  Albany.     Attested  answers  of  the  Indians  to  the  seve- 
ral*councils  of  war,  with  such  other  evidence  as  the  assem- 
bly judged  proper  to  examine,  were  heard.     Upon  a  full  Geneni 
examination  of  the  affair,  the  assembly  resolved :   "  That  ^^\ 
the  generaPs  conduct,   in  the  expedition,  had  been  with  co^act 
good  fidelity  to  his  majesty's  interest,  and  that  his  confine-  approv«d>. 
ment,  at  Albany,  on  the  account  thereof,  deserved.a  timely 
vindication,  as  being  very  injurious  and  dishonorable  to 
himself,  and  the  colonics  of  New-England,  at  whose  in- 
stance he  undertook  that  difficult  service."     The  court  ap- 
pointed two  of  the  magistrates  in  their  name,  ^^  To  thank 
the  general  for  his  good  service  to  their  majesties,  and  to 
this  colony,  and  assure  him,  that,  on  all  seasonable  occa- 
jilioQs,  they  would  be  ready  to  mauifest  their  good  senti- 
ments of  his  fidelity,  valor,  and  prudence.^'t    The  assem- 
bly made  hitn  a  grant  of  forty  pounds,  as  a  present,  which 
they  desired  him  to  accept,  as  a  further  testimonial  of  their 
entire  approbation  of  his  services. 

Besides  the  troops  employed  in  the  expedition  against 
Canada,  Connecticut  maintained  a  company  upon  the  river, 
for  the  defence  of  the  towns  in  the  county  of  Hampshire* 
Upon  an  alarm  in  the  winter,  the  governor  and  council ;. 
dispatched  a  company  to  Decrfield,  for  the  'protection  4t 
that  and  the  neighboring  towns. 

At  the  election,  May,  1691,  all  the  former  officers  werCMajMth. 
te-electted.  W^i. 

•  Appendix  Xo.  XXI V.  t  Records  6f  the  colony. 
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Book  L*    On  the  account  of  the  death  of  the  deputy-governor* 

v^^v-^/  James  Bishop,  Esq,*  a  special  assembly  was  convened, 

1691.    on  the  9th  of  July,  1691  ;  when  William  Jones,  Esquire, 

was  chosen  deputy-governor,  and  captain  Caleb  Stanley, 

magistrate. 

The  Revrf  Increase  Mather,  of  Boston,  was  a  most  faith- 
ful friend  to  the  liberties  of  his  country ;  and  though  he 
was  agent  for  the  Massac  lusetts,  yet  he  was  indefatigable 
in  his  labors,  and,  as  opportunity  presented,  performed  es- 
sential services  for  the  other  colonies.  At  the  accession 
of  William  and  Mary  he  had  prevented  the  bill  for  estab- 
lishing the  former  governors  of  New-England.  He  had 
united  all  his  influence  with  Mr.  Whiting  for  the  benefit  of 
Connecticut.  One  Mr.  James  Porter,  who  was  in  London, 
liad  been  very  serviceable  to  the  colony.^  The  assembly, 
therefore,  ordered,  that  a  letter  of  thanks  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  those  gentlemen,  for  the  good  services  which 
they  Iiad  rendered  the  colony.  They  were,  also,  desired 
to  use  their  influence  to  obtain,  fix>m  his  majesty,  a  letter 
approving  of  their  administration  of  government,  accord- 
ing to  charter,  as  legal ;  and  expressing  his  determination 
to  protect  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  civil  and  religious 
privileges. 

The  violation  of  the  charters,  in  England,  had  been  de- 
clared illegal  and  arbitrary.  The  charier  of  the  city  of 
London,  and  those  of  other  corporations,  in  Great  Britain,, 
had  been  restored.  The  case  of  Connecticut,  respecting 
their  charter,  had  been  stated,  and  the  opinions  of  gentle- 
tnen,  learned  in  the  law,  had  been  given  relative  to  the  le- 
gality of  the  government  assumed  by  the  colony.  •  They 
are  thus  ezprc'ssed. 
OnimoDs  ^'  Query,  Whether  the  charter  belonging  to  Connecticut, 
nJative  to  j^,  New-England,  is  by  means  of  their  mvoluntary  submis- 

ffae  charter    •       ^     c«  •    9-^  i  i    a     i         «  -         •  i '     i 

ofCoDDec-  ^^^°  ^^  ^^''  J^dmund  Aodross's  government,  void  in  law,  so 

ticut.        as  that  the  king  may  send  a  governor  to  them,  contrary  to 

their  charter  privileges,  when  there  has  been  no  judgment 

entered  against  their  charter,  nor  any  surrender  thereof 

upon  rccoixl  ?" 

^  Jamei  Biihop,  Em|.  died  June  SSd,  169T.    He  appears  to  have  been  a 

pntlemaQ  of  food  abihty  and  distioguishcd  moraJs.     The  time  of  his  cobk 

log  over  to  America  is  uocertaio.     His  first  appearance  upon  the  pablic 

,  nCords,  was  about  the  year  1648.    In  1661,  he  was  chosen  secretary  ai 

.  .M  colony  of  New-Haven ;  in  which  ot&ce  he  continued  ontil  the  uokMi  af 

'   w  colonies  of  Connecticut  and  New-Haven.    In  Mav,  1668,  be  was  cbo- 

^        sen  one  of  the  magistrates  of  Connecticut,  in  which  office  hecootiDued  ootfl 

May  10th,  1683,  when  he  was  elected  deputy-governor.    To  this  oflioe  be 

was  annually  re-elected  until  his  death.    His  family  has  coDtimied  leipact- 

able  to  the  present  time.     Samuel  Bishop,  Esq.  chief  judge  of  the  eoart  of 

common  pleas,  for  the  county  of  New-Havea,  and  mayor  of  the  city,  u 

of  his  dcscendaots. 
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*^  I  am  of  opiaion,   that  sueh  submission,   as  is  put,  in  Book  h 
this  case,   doth  not  invalidate   the  charter,  or  any  of  the  v^'^v^^/ 
powers  therein,  which  were  granted  under  the  great  seal ;    1C91. 
and  that  the  charter  not  being  surrendered  under  the  -com- 
mon seal,  and  that  surrender  duly  enrolled  of  record,  nof 
any  judgment  of  record  entered  against  it,  the  same  re- 
mains good  and  valid  in  law ;  and  the  said  corporation  may 
lawfully  execute  the  powers  and  privileges  thereby  grant- 
ed, notwithstanding  such  submission,  and  appointment  of 
a  governor  as  aforesaid. 

"  Edward  Ward. 

"  2d  August,  1690. 

^^  I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  J.  Somers. 

'^  I  am  of  the  same  opinion ;  and  as  this  matter  is  sta- 
ted there  is  no  ground  of  doubt. 

"  Geo.  Treby." 

The  people  at  the  eastward,  in  Mew-Hampshire  and  Diitressed 
the  province  of  Maine,  had  been  extremely  distressed  by^|"^"™" 
the  war,  and  a  very  great  proportion  of  them  driven  from  J^e  eMtem 
their  settlements.     It  had  also  been  found  exceedingly  dif-  people, 
ficult  to  persuade  men  to  keep  garrison  for  the  defence  of 
that  part  of  the  country.     The  general  court  of  Connecti- 
cut, therefore,  appointed  a  contribution,  through  the  colo-  Cootribn- 
fiy,  for  the  encouragement  of  the  soldiers,  who  should  keep  jj^l^^"" 
garrison  there,  and  for  the  relief  of  poor  families,  which  ijefl"*" 
bad  kept  their  stations,  or  been  driven  from  them  by  the 
favages  of  the  enemv.     The  clergy  were  directed  to  ex- 
hort the  people  to  liberal  contributions  for  these  charita- 
ble purposes.* 

At  the  election,  May,   1692,  William  Jones,  Esq.  wasCourtof 
chosen  deputy  governor  by  the  freemen.     Mr.  Caleb  Stan-  ^^^^"^ 
ley  and  Mr.  JVloses  Mansfield  were  chosen  magistrates. 
Governor  Winthrop  and  the  other  magistrates  were  the 
same  they  had  been  the  year  before. 

The  French,  the  last  year,  while  the  troops  were  employ-  The 
ed  in  the  expedition  against  Canada,  made  a  descent  upon  French 
Block-Island,  plundered  the  houses,  and  captivated  most  of  ^^^^ 
the  inhabitants.     This  greatly  alarmed  the  people  of  New-  upon 
London,  Stonington,  and  Saybrook.    Peti^chinents  of  tbe  Bloek-bt- 
militia  were  sent  to  the  seaport  towns  for  their  defence.  ^''^ 
The  assembly  therefore,  about  this  time  ordered,  tint 
New-London  should  be  fortified ;  and  that  the  fortificiir^ , 
tions  at  Saybrook  should  be  repaired.  ^ 

The  country  had  been  alarmed  ^'ith  reports,  ti\Bi  a  large        ^' 
body  of  French  and  Indians  were  about  to  cross  the  lakei^ 

*  The  number  of  penpns,  thip  raur,  rittable  Vk  the  colooj  was  3^^^ 
99d  the  grand  list  £183,169. 
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Book  !•  aiyl  come  down  upon  the  frontiers.     Consequently  it  was 
s^*v^5^  ordered,  that  scouts,  from  the  several  counties  should  range 
16d2f    the  country,  and  make  discovery  of  the  enemy  as  they 
made  their  approach.     OflBcers  were  also  appointed   to 
command  such  parts  of  the  militia  as  it  might  be  necessa- 
ry to  detach,  in  case  of  an  invasion, 
fibnie-  Upon  the  29th  of  February,   1675,  Joshua,  sachem  of 

mentof     the  Moheagans,  son  of  Uncas,   by  his  last  will,  gave  unto 
^•*W*^d     J^^Pt^'"  John  Mason,  James  Fitch,  and  others,  to  the  num- 
liam,  May  ^er  of  fourteen,  commonly  called   Joshua's  legatees,    the 
Vtfi692.    tract  containing  the  town  of  Windham-     It  was,  the  next 
year,  surveyed  and  laid  out  into  distinct  lots.     In   May, 
1692,  it  was  vested  with  town  privileges.     By  Joshua's 
will,  the  lands  in  the  town  of  Mansfield,  no  less  than  those 
in  Windham,  were  given.     The  settlements,  at  both  pla- 
ces, commenced  about   1686,   nearly  at  the  same  time. 
Canterbury  originally  belonged  to  the  town  of  Windham, 
though  it  was  some  years  after  made  a  distinct  town.    The 
township  of  Windham  coqnprises  a  fine  tract  of  land,  near- 
ly ten  miles  square.     Its  situation  is  pleasant,  and  it  is  now 
one  of  the  principal  towns  in  the  state.* 
lliiterprire      Count  Frontenac,  .finding  that  he  could  not,  with  all  his 
t|jMD8t  the  ap^^  accomplish  a  peace  with  the  five  nations,  determined 
ctttteiL      ^^  ^^^  destruction  of  the  Mohawks,  who,  of  all  the  In- 
dians, had  been  by  far  the  most  destructive  to  the  settle- 
ments in  Canada.     He  collected  an  army  of  six  or  seven 
hundred  French  and  Indians,  and,  having  supplied  them 
with  every  thing  necessary  for  a  winter  campaign,  sent 
them  against  the  Mohawk  castles.     They  began  their 
inarch  from  Montreal  on  the  15th  of  January,  1693.     Af- 
ter suffering  incredible  hardships,  they,  fell  in  with  the  first 
Mohawk  castle,  about  the  6th  of  February.      The   Mo- 
hawks were  entirely  secure,  not  having  the  least  intima- 
tion of  their  approach.     The  enemy  took  four  or  five  men 
at  this  casde,  and  proceeded  to  the  second.     At  this  they 
were  equally  successful.    A  great  part  of  the  inhabitants 
were  at  Shenectady,  and  the  rest  were  perfectly  secure. 
When  they  advanced  to  the  third  castle,  they  found  about 
forty  warriors,  collected  at  a  war  dance,  as  they  designed 
.  the  next  day  to  go  upon  an  enterprise  against  their  ene- 
mies.     A  conflict  ensued,  in  which  the  French,  after  los- 
ing about  thirty  men,  were  victorious,  and  the  third  castle 

*  Mr.  John  Catep,  one  of  the  first  pl^terq,  a  gentleman  from  Eoglaad^ 
vfho  died  July  16tii,.ia97,  by  his  last  will,  gave  a  geaeroat  legacy,  in 
plate,  to  the  diurch.  He  also  gave  two  hundr^  acres  of  land  for  the  nse 
of  a  school,  and  two  hundred  more  iot  the  use  of  the  poor  of  th0  town  for- 
ever. Windham  was  made  a  county  town  in  May,  1796.  The  grand  M| 
in  1768,  was  about  jSdO,e00,  and  the  onmber  of  lAhalntaiiti  3|50Q. 
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was  taken.  The  French,  in  this  descent,  captivated  near-  Book  I, 
ly  three  hundred  of  the  allied  Indians,  principally  women  s-^^v^^/ 
and  children.  The  brave  colonel  Schuyler,  of  Albany,  at  1693. 
the  head  of  a  party  of  volunteers,  of  about  two  hundred 
English  and  Dutcn,  pursued  them.  On  the  l^th  of  Feb- 
xuar}',  he  was  joined  with  about  three  hundred  Indians, 
:and,  with  this  K)rce,  he  fell  in  with  the  enemy,  whom  he 
found  in  a  fortified  camp.  They  made  three  successive 
sallies  upon  the  colonel,  and  were  as  often  repulsed.  He 
kept  his  ground,  waiting  for  provisions  and  a  reinforce- 
ment from  Albany.  Meanwhile,  the  enemy,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  a  severe  snpw  storm,  on  the  night  of  the  18th, 
marched  off  for  Canada.  The  next  day,  captain  Sims, 
with  eighty  regular  troops,  arrived  with  provisions  for  the 
army,  and  the  day  following  the  colonel  resumed  the  pur- 
suit. The  French,  however,  luckily  finding  ^  cake  of  ice 
across  the  north  branch  of  Hudson's  river,  made  their  es- 
cape. Nevertheless,  they  were  so  pressed,  that  they  suf- 
fered most  of  their  captives  to  escape.  They  all,  except 
nine  or  ten,  returned.  Colonel  Schuyler  lo9t  eight  of  hi^i  ■ 
party,  four  christians,  and  four  Indians.  He  had  fourteen 
xvounded.  According  to  the  report  of  the  captives,  the  en- 
emy lost  forty  men,  three  of  whom  were  French  officers, 
and  two  were  Indian  leaders  ;  and  they  had  thirty  wound- 
ed. The  Indians  found  about  thirty  corpses  of  the  ene- 
my, whom  they  scalped,  and  afterwards  roasted  and  ate 
them,  as  they  were  exceedingly  pinched  for  want  of  pro- 
visions.* 

While  these  affairs  were  transacting,  dispatches  were 
sent  to  Connecticut,  acquainting  governor  Treat,  that  the 
French  had  invaded  his  majestv's  territories,  and  taken 
ihe  fortresses  of  his  allies.  A  aemand  was  made  of  two 
hundred  men,  complete  in  their  arms,  to  march  forthwith 
to  Albany. 

A  special  assembly  was  called  on  the  21st  of  Febi-uar)-,  Spcnai  air 
1693,  and  it  was  ordered,  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  Keb.Jittr 
should  be  sent  immediatelv  to  Albany,  or  any  other  place 
where  the  governor  should  judge  to  be  most  for  his  majes- 
ty's interest.    Fifty  of  the  troops  marched  for  Albany  the 
next  day. 

Scarcely  had  the  assembly  dispersed,  before  another  ex- 
press arrived,  from  Sir  William  Phipps,  requiring  a  corps  of 
a  hundred  English  men,  and  fifty  Indians,  to  assist  in  the 
defence  of  the  eastern  settlements,  in  the  province  of  Maine  g     . 
pnd  Massachusetts.    Go  the  6th  of  March,  another  spe-  .^'y,^ 
pidil  assembly  was  convened,  and  the  legislature  granted  AUicfa  6. 
f  Goreroor  Fietcb^s  kttefi «« fUf • 
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Book  I.  a  captain's  company  of  sixty  English  men,  and  about  forty 
x^^v^^^  Indians,  under  the  command  of  captain  William  Whiting. 
1693.       Major  general  Fitz  John  Winthrop  was  chosen  magis- 
nection,    iratc  at  the  election,  which  was  the  only  alteration  made 
Majiith.  among  the  magistrates  this  year. 

The  general  court  ordered  a  letter  to  be  addressed  to 
the  governor  of  Massachusetts,  once  more  desiring  him 
and  that  cofbuy  amicably  to  join  with  Connecticut  in  run- 
ning the  partition  line  between  the  two  colonies.  Will- 
iam Pitkin,  Esq.  Mr.  Samuel  Chester,  and  captain  William 
Whiting,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  run  the  line. 
They  had  instructions  to  begin,  according  to  the  express 
words  of  the  patent  of  Massachusetts,  three  miles  south  of 
every  part  of  Charles  river,  and  thence  to  run  to  the  wes- 
ternmost bounds  of  Symsbury. 

Colonel  Benjamin  Fletcher,  governor  of  New- York,  who 
Fletcher    ^^^  arrived  at  the  seat  of  his  government,  August  29th, 
challenget  1692,    had  received  a  commission  entirely  inconsistent 
|he  com-    ^jth  the  charter  rights  and  safety  of  the  colonies.     He  was 
tSTmiUtia.  nested  with  plenary  powers  of  commanding  the  whole  mili- 
tia of  Connecticut  and  the  neighboring  provinces.     He  in- 
sisted on  the  command  of  the  militia  of  Connecticut.    As 
this  was  expressly  given  to  the  colony,  by  charter,  the  leg* 
Theleeis-  islature  would  not  submit  to  his  requisition.     They,  how- 
latuK  re-   cver,  judged  it  expedient  to  refer  it  to  the  freemen,  whether 
*»*«  ^P       they  would  address  a  petition  to  his  majesty,  praying  for 
■ailiiiato^  the  continuance  of  the  militia  in  the  power  of  the  colony, 
bit  com-     according  to  their  charter,  and  for  the  continuance  and 
«»nd.       preservation  of  all  their  chartered  rights  and  privileges. 
There  were  3,180  persons,  or  suffrages  for  addressing  his 
majesty,  and  the  freemen  declared,  that  they  would  bear 
their  proportionable  charge  with  the  rest  of  the  colony,  in 
prosecuting  the  affair  to  a  final  issue. 
Petition  his     At  a  special  assembly,  September  1st,  1G93,  the  court 
J^^^^»    appointed  a  petition  to  be  drafted,  to  be  presented  to  his 
poinraA    majesty,  king  William,  on  the  subject.  Major-general  Fiti 
tsent       John  Winthrop  was  appointed  agent  to  present  the  peti- 
tion, and  employ  his  best  endeavours  for  the  confirmation 
of  all  the  chartered  privileges  of  the  colony.    He  was  de* 
sired,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  take  his  passage  to  England, 
and,  upon  his  arrival  there,  to  lay  the  business,  as  expedi- 
tiously as  might  be,  before  his  majesty,  and  prosecute  the 
affair  to  an  issue,  with  all  convenient  dispatch, 
infltruc-         He  was  instructed  to  make  a  full  representation  of  tke 
Uma  to      ^reat  hardships,  expense,  and  dangers  of  the  iohabitantflu 
te  agent.  |,^  planting  and  defending  the  colony ;  and  that  these  had 
been  borne  whoUy  by  themselves,  without  any  asatotaiiictt 
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from  the  parent  country :  That  it  would  endanger  and  ruin  Book  I. 
the  colony,  if  the  militia  should  be  taken  from  it,  and  com-  v«^>/^^^ 
manded  by  strangers  at  the  distance  of  New- York  and  1693. 
Boston :  That  it  would  wholly  incapacitate  them  to  defend 
themselves,  their  wives,  and  children:  That  before  they 
could  obtain  instructions,  from  such  a  distance,  upon  any 
sudden  emergency,  the  colony  might  be  depopulated  and 
ruined :  That  a  stranger,  at  a  distance,  might  not  agree 
with  the  governor  and  council  in  employing  the  militia  for 
the  defence  of  the  property,  lives,  and  liberties  of  the  sub- 
jects ;  and  that  the  life  and  suppprt  of  the  laws,  and  the 
ver^  ei^stence  of  their  civil  constitution  depended  on  the 
militia.  He  was  also  instructed  further  to  represent  the 
state  of  the  militia  of  Connecticut,  with  respect  to  its  dif- 
ference from  that  of  the  militia  of  England:  That,  from  the 
scattered  state  and  small  number  of  the  inhabitants,  it  had 
been  necessary,  that  all  males,  from  sixteen  years  of  age, 
should  belong  to  the  militia,  and  be  made  soldiers,  so  that 
if  the  militia  were  taken  from  the  colony,  there  would  be 
none  left  but  magistrates,  ministers,  physicians,  aged  and 
infirm  people,  to  defend  their  extensive  sea  coasts  and 
frontier^;  and  that  giving  the  command  of  the  militia  ta 
the  governor  of  another  colony,  was,  in  effect,  to  put  their  i 
persons,  interests,  and  liberties  entirely  into  his  power. 
The  agent  was,  also,  directed  to  represent  the  entire  satis- 
fiaction  of  the  colony  with  the  present  government,  and  the 
great  advantages  resulting  from  it :  That  giving  the  com- 
mand of  the  militia  to  the  governor  of  another  province, 
would  exceedingly  endanger,  if  not  entirely  destroy,  that 
general  contentment,  and  all  the  advantages  thence  arising 
to  his  majesty  and  his  subjects :  That  out  of  three  thou- 
sand freemen  in  the  colony,  two  thousand  and  two  hundred 
actually  met,  and  gave  their  suffrages  for  the  present  ad- 
dress ;  and  that  the  greatest  part  of  the  other  eight  hun- 
dred were  for  it,  but  were,  by  their  particular  occasions, 
prevented  from  attending  at  the  respective  meetings,  when 
the  suffrages  were  taken :  That  the  inhabitants  were  uni- 
versally for  the  revolution;  and  that,  in  the  whole  colony, 
there  were  not  more  than  four  or  five  malcontents.  Th^ 
agent  was  charged  to  assure  his  majesty,  that  the  militia 
should  be  improved  witli  the  utmost  prudence  and  faithful- 
ness, for  his  majesty's  service,  in  the  jdefence  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  Massachusetts  and  New- York;  and  to  lay  before 
him  what  the  colony  had  already  done ;  especially  for  the 

Kvince  of  New- York,  in  their  late  distressed  condition  : 
It  for  its  defence,  and  the  securing  of  the  five  nations, 
in  hi9  majesty's  interest,  they  had  expcnc^d  more  that! 


392  HISTORY  OF  Chap.  XVI. 

Book  I.  three  thousand  poiinds,  ami  lost  a  nuftibcr  of  their  medV 

v^^N/-^«ifc/  Further,  general  Winthrop  was  directed,  so  far  as  might 

1693.    be  judged  expediefnt,  to  plead  the  rights  granted  in  tbc 

charter,  especially  that  of  commanding  the  militia,  and  the 

common  usage,  ever  since  the  grant  of  the  charter,  for  a 

long  course  of  years. 

Sir  William  Phipps,  governor  of  Massachusetts,  had,  on 
his  appointment  to  that  office,  received  a  commission  of  thcf 
same  tenor  of  governoi'  Fletcher's.  As  the  colony  had  not 
fully  complied  with  his  requisitions,  it  was  expected  that 
the  agent  would  be  interrogated  upon  that  head.  He  was 
instructed,  in  that  c^se,  to  reply,  that  Sir  Williaoi  never 
came  into  the  colony,  nor  acted  tipon  his  commission,  any 
farther,  than  to  give  a  copy  of  it,  and  to  inquire  who  were 
the  officers  of  the  militia :  That  the  governor  and  company- 
bad  a  prior  commission,  by  charter,  and  that  they  could  by 
ho  means  give  h  up,  until  the  affair  had  been  laid  liefore 
his  majesty. 
AwcmblT,  The  colony  i^ished  to  serve  his  mteijesty's  interest,  and/ 
Oct  12th.  35  fjjp  35  possible,  consistently  trith  their  chartered  rights, 
to  maintain  a  good  understanding  with  governor  Fletcher. 
William  Pitkin,  Esq^  Was,  therefore,  sent  to  New- York,  to 
treat  and  make  terms  with  him  respecting  the  militia,  until 
y  ;  his  majcsty^s  pleasure  should  be  further  known*  But  no 
terms  could  be  made  with  him  short  of  an  explicit  subous- 
sion  of  the  militia  to  his  command. 
Colonel  On  the  26th  of  October,  he  came  to  Hartford,  whHe  the 

com^Mo    sissemhly  were  sitting,  and,  in  his  majesty's  name,  demand- 
Hartford,  ^  their  submission  of  the  militia  to  his  command,  as  they 
and  de-      would  answer  it  to  his  majesty ;  and  that  they  would  give 
command  ^^^  ^  speedy  answer  in  one  word.  Yes,  or  No.     He  sub- 
of  the  mi-  scribed  himsclf  his  maiesty's  lieutenant,  and  commander  in 
Btia,  Oct.  chief  of  the  militia,  and  of  all  the  forces  by  sea  or  land,  and 
^^'         of  all  the  forts  and  places  of  strength  in  the  colony  of  Con- 
necticut.*    He  ordered  the  militia  of  Hartford  under  arms, 
that  he  might  beat  up  for  volunteers.     It  was  judged  expe- 
dient to  call  the  trainbands  in  Hartford  together;  but  the 
assembly  insisted,  that  the  command  of  the  militia  was  ex- 
pressly vested,  by  charter,  in  the  governor  and  company; 
and  that  they  could,  by  no  means,  consistently  with  their 
just  rights  and  the  common  safety,  resign  it  into  any  other 
hands.     They  insinuated,  that  his  demands  were  an  inva- 
sion of  their  essential  privileges,  and  subversive  of  their 
-^   .  constitution. 

tionbycol.      Upon  this,   colonel  Bayard,  by  his  excellency's  com- 
isjard.     mand,  sent  a  letter  into  the  assembly,  declaring,  that  hts^ 

^  OoTcrnof  Fktcher^s  letter,  on  file. 
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excellency  had  no  design  upon  the  civil  rights  of  the  colo-  Book  I. 
ny ;  but  would  leave  them,   in  all  respects,  as  he  found  v^'n^-^/ 
^thera.     In  the  name  of  his  excellency,  he  tendered  a  com-    1693. 
mission  to  governor   Treat,  empowering  him  to  command 
the  militia  of  the  colony.     He  declared,  that  his  excellen- 
cy insisted,  that  they  should  acknowledge  it  an  essential 
right,  inherent  in  his  majesty,  to  command  the  militia  ;  and 
that  he  was  determined  not  to  set  his  foot  out  of  the  colo- 
ny uutilihe  had  seen  his  majesty's  commission  obeyed: 
That  he  would  issue  his  proclamation,  showing  the  means 
be  had  taken  to  give  ease  and  satisfaction  to  his  majes* 
tv's  subjects  of  Connecticut,  and  that  he  would  distinguish 
the  disloyal  from  the  rest.* 

The  assembly,  nevertheless,  would  not  give  up  the  com-  Hie  ai- 
ftnand  of  the  militia;  nor  would  governor  Treat  receive  a ■^.o'Wy de- 
commission from  colonel  Fletcher.  riraLTtiic 

The  trainbands  of  Hartford  assembled,  and,  as  the  tra-  n^tia. 
dition  is,  while  captain  Wadsworth,  the  senior  officer,  was  Militia  of 
walking  In  front  of  the  companies,  and  exercising  the  sol-  ^j^i^'^t^ 
diers,  colonel  Fletcher  ordered  his  commission  and  instruc*^  SpiritedT 
tions  to  be  read.     Captain  Wads  worth  instantly  command*  conduct  of 
cd,  "  Beat  the  drums;"  and  there  was  such  a  roaring  ofSJP^ 
them  that  nothing  else  could  be  heard.     Colonel  Fletcher  ^orth^ 
commanded  silence.     But  no  sooner  had  Bayard  made  an 
attempt  to  read  again,  than  Wadsworth  commands, "  Drum,        ^    '^ 
drum,  I  say."     The  drummers  understood  their  business, 
and  instantly  beat  up  with  all  the  art  and  lifeof  which  they 
were  masters.     "  Silence,  silence,"  says  the  colonel.    No 
sooner  was  there  a  pause,  than  Waasworth  speaks  with 
ereat  earnestness,  ^^  Drum,  drum,  I  say ;"  and  turning  to 
bis  excellency,  said,  ^^  If  I  am  interrupted  again  f  will  make 
the  sun  shine  through  you  in  a  moment."     He  spoke  with 
such  energy  in  his  voice  and  meaning  in  his  countenance, 
that  no  further  attempts  were  made  to  read  or  enlist  men. 
Such  numbers  of  people  collected  t6gether,  and  their  spir^ 
its  appeared  so  high,  that  the  governor  and  his  suit  judged 
it  expedient,  soon  to  leave  the  town  and  return  to  New- 
York.     . 

The  assembly  granted  500  pounds,  to  support  major 
general  Winthrop  in  his  agency  at  the  court  of  Great-Bri- 
tain. 

On  the  7th  of  February,  1694,  a  special  assembly  was  Astemli^) 
called,  in  consequence  of  a  letter  from  king  William  rela-  ^^  '^f 
tire  to  the  fortifying  of  Albany.     In  compliance  with  his 
majesty's  requisition,  the  assembly  granted  600  pounds,  to 
be  paid  into  the  hands  of  colonel  Fletcher,  for  the  defence 

♦  Colonel  Bayard^s  letter  on  file. 
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Book  I.  of  Albany.  A  rate  of  one  penny  on  the  pound  was  levied 
N.^-^^-^^  to  raise  the  money,* 
1694.  For  the  defence  of  the  plantations  in  New- York,  and  the 
towns  upon  the  river,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  theas-^ 
sembly  ordered,  that  the  commissioned  officers,  who  were 
the  nearest  to  the  places,  which  should,  at  any  time,  be  at- 
tacked, should  dispatch  immediate  succours  to  them.  Pro- 
vision was  also  made  that  the  several  detachments  of  the 
militia  should  be  furnished  with  all  articles  necessary  for 
their  marching,  in  any  emergency,  upon  the  shortest  notice. 
Statement  Major  general  Winthrop  made  a  safe  arrival  in  England, 
of  Connec-  ^"^  presented  the  petition,  with  which  he  had  been  entrust- 
ticutres-  cd,  to  his  majesty.  A  statement  of  the  case  of  Connecti- 
pecting Uie  cut  was  drawn  and  laid  before  the  king.  In  this,  besides 
ofthe  miU- ^'^^  facts  Stated  in  the  instructions  of  Mr.  Winthrop,  it 
tia;  *  "  was  alledgcd,  that  in  the  charter,  granted  by  king  Charles, 
the  command  of  the  militia  was,  in  the  most  express  and 
ample  manner,  given  to  the  colony ;  and  that  the  governor 
had  always  commanded  it  for  the  common  safety  :  That  in 
the  charter  there  was  a  clause  for  the  most  beneficial  con- 
struction of  it  for  the  corporation  ;  and  another  of  non  ob- 
stante to  all  statutes  repugnant  to  said  grant.  It  was 
stated,  that  whoever  commanded  the  persons  in  a  colony 
would  also  command  iheir  purse,  and  be  the  governor  of 
tl\e  colony  :  That  there  was  such  a  connection  between  the 
civil  authority  and  the  command  of  the  militia,  that  one 
could  not  subsist  without  the  other  :  That  it  was  designed 
to  govern  the  colonies,  in  America,  as  nearly  as  might  be, 
in  conformity  to  the  laws  of  England.  And  that  the  king 
and  his  lieutenants  could  not  draw  out  all  the  militia  ofa 
county  ;  but  a  certain  part  only,  in  proportion  to  its  num- 
bers and  wealth.  It  was  therefore  pleaded,  that  governor 
Fletcher's  commission  ought  to  be  construed  with  the  same 
restriction  :  That  were  not  the  command  of  the  king  and 
his  lieutenants  restricted,  by  acts  of  parliament,  the  sub- 
jects could  not  be  free  ;  and  that,  for  the  same  reason,  gov- 
ernor Fletcher's  command  ought  to  be  restrained,  by  the 
laws  of  Connecticut,  so  far  as  they  were  not  repugnant  to 
the  laws  of  England.  It  was  further  stated,  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  governor  Fletcher  so  well  to  judge  of  the  dis- 
positions and  abilities  of  each  town  and  division  in  Con- 
necticut, or  be  so  much  master  of  the  affections  of  the  peo- 
ple, in  time  of  need,  as  those  who  dwelt  among  tliem  and 
had  been  chosen  to  command  them  ;  and  therefore  he  could 
not  be  so  well  qualified  for  the  local  and  ordinary  commaod 

*  The  rateable  polls  in  the  colony  were,  at  this  time,  aboat  2)347i.  mA 

the  gruod  lifct  £  1 37,646. 
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of  the  militia ;  nor  serve  the  interests  of  his  majesty,  or  the  Book  I. 
colony,  in  that  respect,  so  satisfactorily  and  effectually  as  v^^-n/-^^ 
its  own  officers,*  1G94. 

His  majesty's  attorney  and  solicitor  general,  gave  their 
opinion  in  favor  of  Connecticut's  commanding  the  militia  ; 
and  on  the  19th  of  April,  1694,  his  majesty  in  council  de- 
termined according  to  the  report  which  they  had  made.t 
The  quota  of  Connecticut,  during  the  war,  was  fixed  at 
one  hundred  and  twentv  men,  to  be  at  the  command  of 
governor  Fletcher,  ancl  the  rest  of  the  militia  to  be  com- 
manded, as  had  been  usual,  by  the  governor  of  Connecti- 
cut. 

Upon  the  solicitations  of  governor  Fletcher  and  Sir  Will-  Agent§ 
iam  rhipps,  agents  and  a  number  of  troops  were  sent   ^o  J^^t^^^k 
attend  a  treaty  with  the  Five  Nations.     The  expense  of  it  the  Five 
to  the  colony  was  about  400  pounds.  Nationt. 

A  committee  was  appointed  aeain,  in  the  May  session,  to  p*>™""*- 

I  •  •       !•       I  /i  •  I -^r  I       tee  to  ran 

run  the  partition  Ime  between  Connecticut  and  Massachu- the  Hoe 
setts.     Massachusetts  was  invited  to  join  with  them,  but  between 
as  the  court  refused,  the  committee  of  Connecticut,  by  the  CoanecU; 
direction  of  the  assembly,  ran  the  Ime  without  them.     In^^wa. 
October,  1695,  the  general  assembly  renewed  their  appli- chuaetu. 
cation  to  the  general  court  of  Massachusetts,  intreating  ^ppl«ca- 
them  to  uilite  amicably  in  running  the  boundary  line,  or  to  ^|^J^ 
9gree  to  it,  as  it  had  been  run  by  Connecticut.     They  ac-  court  of 
quainted  them^how  it  ran,  what  encroachments  they  had  Mawa- 
made  upon  the  colony,  and  "how  they  injured  it,  by  declin-  ^"**J?* 
ing  a  mutual  and  friendly  setdement  of  the  line.     However  1595. 
they  insisted  upon  the  old  line,  run  by  Woodward  and  Saf- 
fery,  and  would  take  no  measures  to  accommodate  the  dif- 
ference. 

At  the  court  of  election,  May,  1696,  Eleazar  Kimberly  1696. 
was  chosen  secretary.  Upon  the  requisition  of  governor 
Fletcher,  a  company  of  sixty  men  were  ordered  to  Alba- 
ny, under  the  command  of  captain  William  Whiting.  For- 
ty dragoons  were  also  forwarded  to  the  county  of  Haipp- 
shire,  for  the  security  of  the  inhabitants  in  that  part  of 
Massachusetts. 

About  this  time,  the  town  of  Danbury  was  incorporated. 
The  whole  number  of  families  was  twenty  four. 

At  the  general  court.  May,  1697,  colonel  Hutchinson  Genenil 
and  captain  Byficld  were  sent  from  Boston,  to  solicit  the  court, 
raising  of  such  a  number  of  troops  as  should  enable  Massa-  JJ^  ^^ 
chusetts  to  attack  the  eastern  enemy,  at  their  head  quarters. 
The  legislature  judged  themselves  unable  to  furnish  such  a 
number,  as  would  be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  in  addi- 
*  Statement  on  file,  t  Appendix  No.  XXIV. 
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Boor  I.  lioii  to  the  troops  they  must  raise  for  the  defence  of  their 
s^^sf^^%^  own  frontiers,  of  New-York,  and  the  county  of  Hampshire. 
1698,    The  court  agreed  to  furnish  a  party  of  about  sixty  Eng- 
lishmen and  forty  Indians,  to  range  the  woods,  n^ar  the 
walk  of  the  enemy,  and  to  defend  the  frontiers  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Hampshire. 
Jaaqarj         At  a  general  assembly,  January  2^d,  1698,  an  alteration 
22d,  1698.  ^2^s  made  in  the  constitution  of  the  county  court.     It  was 
enacted,  that  it  should  consist  of  one  chief  judge  and  four 
justices  of  the  quorum,  in  ^ach  county,  appointed  by  the 
assembly. 
Majorr  Major-general  Fitz   John  Winthrop,   having    returned 

men^l  from  his  successful  agency  at. the  court  of  Great-Britain, 
on^  se^'  was  received  with  great  joy,  by  the  legislature  and  the  peo- 
.turn,  re-  pie  in  general.  The  assembly  presented  him  with  their 
ceivei  the  thanks  for  the  good  services  he  had  rendered  to  the  gov- 
J^'j^'j^^  ernmenl ;  and  as  a  further  testimonial  of  the  high  sens; 
ture.  which  they  entertained  of  his  merit^  fidelity,  and  labours 

for  the  public,  they  voted  him  a  gratuity  of  three  hundred 
pounds. 
Earl  of  On  the  18th  of  June,  1697,  Richard,  earl  of  Bellomont, 

BeUomont  received  his  commission  to  be  governor  of  New- York  and 
^P^^^j.^^ Massachusetts ;  and  was,  at  this  time,  every  day  expected 
Mwtachu-  at  New- York.     The  general  court  of  Connecticut  were 
wtt«aDd    desirous  of  honouring  his  majesty,  by  an  exhibition  of  all 
Vofk         proper  respect  and  complaisance  to  his  governor;  and,  at 
.    '        the  same  time,  they  wished  to  conciliate  the  good  graces 
of  so  important  a  character.     They,  therefore,  appointed 
general  Winthrop,  major  Jonathan  Sillick,  and  the  Rev. 
Gurdon  Saltonstall,  upon  the  first  notice  of  his  arrival  at 
New- York,  to  wait  upon  him,  and,  in  the  name  of  the  gene- 
ral assembly  of  Connecticut,  to  congratulate  his  excellency 
upon  his  safe  arrival  at  the  seat  of  government.     The  eari 
Cong)rata-  arrived  at  New- York  the  2d  of  April,  1698.     The  commit- 
b*®*^  ^y     tee  appointed  to  wait  on  him,  were  gentlemen  of  a  good 
Pit.       '  appearance  and  elegant  manners;  and  they  presented  tbeir 
congratulations  with  such  dignity  and  address,  as  not  only 
did  honour  to  themselves  and  the  colony,  but  highly  plea- 
sed his  excellency.     Mr.  Saltonstall  was  particularly  no- 
ticed by  the  earl,  as  appearing  the  most  like  a  nobleman  of 
any  person  he  had  ever  seen  before  in  America. 

Notwithstanding  the  determination  of  lieutenant-gover- 
nor Cranfield,  and  his  majesty's  commissioners^  and  the 
report  to  his  majesty  concerning  the  right  of  Coilnecficiit 
to  the  Narraganset  country,  the  controversy  betweea  Con- 
necticut and  Rhode-Island  still  continued,  it  was  not  the 
kjng's  pleasure  to  confirm  the  judgment  and  report  of  his 
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corooiissioners.     The  Rhode-Islan(]ei*s,  though  they  had  Book  I. 
violated  every  article  of  the  agreement  between  Mr.  Win-  v.^^/-^^/ 
ihrop  and  Mr.  Clark,  yet  were  ready  to  plead  it  against    1698» 
Connecticut,  whenever  it  would  suit  their  turn.     A  letter 
from  the  lords  of  trade  and  plantations  was  laid  before  the 
assembly,  advising  Connecticut  to  a  settlement  of  bounda- 
ries with  that  colony.     Upon  this  recommendation,  the  Commit- 
general  court  appointed  major  James  Fitch,  captain  Daniel  tee  ap- 
Witherell,  and  the  Rev.  James  Noyes,  commissioners  to  ^^"^  ^^ 
treat  with  Rhode-Island,  and,  by  all  means  in  their  power,  bouoda- 
to  attempt  an  amicable  settlement.  Hes. 

The  peace  of  Riswick,  September  1 1th,  1697,  once  more  Peaoe. . 
delivered  Great-Britain  and  her  colonies  from  the  calami- 
ties  of  war.  The  Americans  rejoiced  at  the  return  of  peace.        » 
Connecticut  had  been  happy  rn  the  preservation  of  her 
frontiers,  in  the  loss  of  few  men,  and  in  the  effectual  aid 
which  she  had  given  to  her  sister  colonies.     Nevertheless,  ExpenM 
ihe  war  had  been  very  expensive,  and  exceedingly  vexa-  ^p^  ^"il 
tious.     The  whole  amount  of  taxes,  during  the  war,  was  Jj^"*  °  V 
about  twenty  pence  on  the  pound.     Py  the  close  of  the  ^ 

year  1695,  the  colony  had  expended  7,0001.  in  the  defence  *'^ 
of  Albany,  and  the  frontiers  of  the  county  of  Hampshire,  in 
Massachusetts ;  exclusive  of  the  expedition  against  Cana- 
da, under  major-general  Winthrop.  This  cost  the  colony 
more  than  3,0001.  The  expense  of  the  troops  sent  to  the 
eastward,  to  the  defence  of  that  part  of  New-England,  is 
also  excluded.  It  is  probable  that  the  remaining  years  of 
Ihe  war  cost  about  2,p()0l.  The  whole  expense  of  the  war 
probably  considerably  exceeded  12,0001.* 

The  expense  of  Mr.  Winthrop's  agency,  and  the  trouble 
respecting  the  militia,  were  very  considerable. 

Governor  Fletcher  inade  the  colony  much  unnecessary 
trouble  and  expense.  Upon  almost  every  rumour  of  dan- 
ger, he  would  send  on  his  expresses  to  Connecticut ;  and 
the  governor  and  council,  and  sometimes  the  assembly, 
were  obliged  to  meet,  and  dispatch  troops  to  one  place  and 
another.  Often,  bv  the  time  they  had  marched,  orders 
would  come  to  recal  them.  By  the  time  they  were  return- 
ed, some  new  and  groundle^  alarm  would  be  made,  and 
firessing  orders  sent  on  for  them  forthwith  to  march  again, 
n  this  manner,  he  almost  wore  out  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil with  meetings,  and  beyond  measure  harassed  the  militia, 
and  occasioned  gi^eat  trouble,  and  expense  of  time  and 
money,  both  to  the  soldiers  and  officers.  The  whole  colo- 
ny was  so  troubled  with  his  vexatious  management,  that  the 

*  The  accouots,  to  the  close  of  the  year  *95,  are  particularly  stated. 
After  that  time,  they  do  apt  appear  to  be  ascerti^d. 
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Book  I.  governor  wrote  to  Mr,  Winlhrop,  while  he  was  in  England, 
v^-v'^w  desiring  him  to  represent  his  conduct  to  his  majesty,  and 
1698.    pray  for  relief. 

But  the  clouds  were  now  dissipated.  The  successfal 
agency  of  general  Winthrop,  his  safe  return  to  the  arms  of 
his  country,  the  blessings  of  peace,  and  the  appointment 
and  arrival  of  the  earl  of  Bellomont  to  Jhe  government  of 
the  neighbouring  provinces,  united  their  influence  to  diffuse 
universal  joy.  The  legislature  appointed  a  day  of  public 
thanksgiving,  and  the  people,  with  glad  hearts  and  voices, 
celebrated  the  beneficence  and  glories  of  their  common 
Benefactoh. 


*i'. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

General  Winthrop  is  elected  governor,     Tfie  assemble/  divide 

yST  and  form  into  two  houses*     Purchase  and  settlement  of 

several'  towns.     The  boundary/  line  between  Connecticut 

and  KeW'York  surveyed  and  fixed.   Attempts  for  running 

and  establishing  the  liru  between  Massachusetts  and  Con" 

necticut,     Ozoaneco  and  the  Moheagans  claim  Colchester 

and  other  tracts  in  the  colony,     Attempts  to  compose  all 

differences  with  them.     Grant  to  the  volunteers.      The  ot- 

iembly  enacts,  that  the  session  in  October,  sfuill,  for  tht 

future,  be  in  Kew-Haven.     An  act  enlarging  the  boundcL' 

riesof  Kew-London,  and  acts  relative  to  totons  and  pat' 

ents^     Measures  adopted  for  the  defence  of  the   colony. 

Jfypointment  of  king^s  attorneys.     Attempts   to  despoil 

(Connecticut  of  its  charter.     Bill  for  re-uniting  the  char" 

ter  governments  to  the  crown.     Sir  Henry  Ashurst  pe' 

titions  against,  and  prevents  the  passing  of  the  bUl.  Crov-> 

ernor  Dudley,  Lord  Cornbury,  and  other  enemies  conspire 

against   the  colony.     They  exhibit  grievous  complaints 

against  it.     Sir  Henry  Ashurst  defends  th$  colony^  and 

defeats  their  attempts.    Quakers  petition.  Moheagan  castm 

Survey  and  bounds  of  the  pretended  Moheagan  courUrym 

Dudley'* s  court  at  Stonington.     The  colony  protest  against 

it.     Dudley^s  treatment  of  the  colony.     Judgment  against 

it.     P$tition  to  her  majesty  on  the  subject.     New  commk' 

mons  are  granted.     Act  in  favour  of  the  clergy.,     Statt 

of  the  colony. 
Conrt  of 

Maj  12th,   A  ^  the,  election  in  1698,  there  was  a  considerable  aK 
leoB.  "  '  jlV  teration  in  the  legislature.    Major-general  Fitz  John 
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Winthrop,  by  his  address,  and  the  success  of  his  agency  in  Book  L 
England,  had  rendered  himself  so  popular,  that  he  was  v.^'v^^*^ 
elected  governor.     The  former  governor,  Treat,  who  had,     1698. 
for  many  years,  presided,  and  who  had  grown  old  in  the 
service  of  the  colony,  was  elected  deputy-governor ;  Wil- 
liam Jones,  Esq.  who,  for  a  number  of  years,  had  been  dep- 
uty-governor, was  left  out  of  the  council.*     Mr.  Joseph 
Curtis  was  chosen  magistrate,  to  fill  the  vacancy  made  by 
the  preferment  of  general  Winthrop. 

Until  the  session  in  October,  1698,  the  assembly  con-  Qct.  i3tb 
sistcd  of  but  one  house,  and  the  magistrates  and  deputies  1698,  tbe 
appear  to  have  acted  together.     But,  at  this  time,  it  was  ^"i*J!8_, 
enacted,  that  the  General  Assembly  should  consist  of  two  hJjJi?^ 
houses :  That  the  governor,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  deputy- 
governor  and  magistrates,  should  compose  the  first,  which  .^^.'. 
should  be  called  the  upper  house :  That  the  other  should 
consist  of  the  deputies,  regularly  returned  from  the  sever- 
al towns  in  the  colony,  which  should  be  called  the  lower 
house.     This  house  was  authorised  to  choose  a  speaker  to  «i'.. 
preside,  and  when  formed,  to  make  such  officers  and  rules         .^  •  a^^ 
as  they  should  judge  necessary  for  their  own  regulation.          ;^' 
It  was  also  enacted,  that  no  act  should  be  passed  into  a  law           \ 
of  this  colony,  nor  any  law,  already  enacted,  be  repealed, 
nor  any  other  act,  proper  to  this  General  Assembly,   be  ^ 
passed,  except  by  the  consent  of  both  houses. 

At  the  general  court,  in  October,  an  act  passed,  regulat- 
ing the  county  court.  It  ordained,  that  it  should  consist  of 
one  chief  judge,  and  two  justices  of  the  quorum. 

In  1699,  the  governor  and  deputy-governor  were  re-elec-  Mw  lltb, 
ted.     Richard  Christopher  was  chosen  into  the  magistra- 1^-.. 
cy,  and  captain  Joseph  Whiting,  treasurer. 

At  (his  session,  the  lower  house,  for  the  first  time,  form* 
ed  separately,  and  chose  Mr.  John  Chester  speaker,  and 
captain  William  Whiting  clerk.     This  assembly  passed 

*  Deputy-governor  Jones  was  son  in  law  to  governor  Eaton.  He  brought 
over  a  good  estate  from  England,  and  made  a  settlement  at  New-Haven. 
He  was,  for  the  term  of  about  sii  and  thirty  years,  either  magistrate  or 
deputy-governor  of  Uie  colony  of  New-Haven  or  Connecticut.  In  1^2, 
he  was  chosen  magistrate  for  the  colony  of  New-Haven.  Two  years  af- 
ter, he  was  elected  deputy-governor.  Upon  the  union,  in  1665,  he  was 
chosen  one  of  the  magistrates  of  Connecticut,  in  which  office  he  served  un- 
til July  9th,  1691,  when  the  assembly  elected  him  deputy-governor.  In 
May,  1692,  he  was  chosen  to  the  same  office  by  the  freemen.  He  was  an- 
nually re-chosen,  until  Ma^  12th,  1698.  At  that  period  he  wu  about  74 
yeart  of  age,  and  retired  from  public  business.  He  died  Oefober  17th, 
1706,  aged  82  years.  The  General  Assembly  was  sitting  at  New-Havtn, 
at  the  time  of  his  decease,  and  voted,  *'  'lliat  in  consideration  of  the  many 
good  services,  for  many  years  done  by  that  honored  and  religious  gentle-  '? 
man,  Mr.  William  Jones,  then  deceased,  a  sum  should  he  paid  out  of  th« 
treatroiy  toirardsdefrajiog  the  charges  of  his  fuDaral.^' 
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Boor  I.  an  act  exempting  the  clergy  from  taxation.     Several  acts 
v.^-N/^^/  were  also  passeu,  relative  to  the  settlement  of  new  town- 

1698.    ships. 

Purchase        In  Junc,  1659,  governor  Winthrop  obtained  Irberty  of 

ment*of^^"  ^'^^  assembly,  to   purchase  a  large  tract  at  Quinibaug. 

Piainfield.  Soon  after  he  made  a  purchase  of  Allups,  alias  Hyemps, 

and  Mashaushawit,  the  native   proprietors,  of  the  lands 

comprised  in  the  townships  of  Piainfield  and  Canterbury, 

lying  on  both  sides  of  Quinibaug  river.     There  were  a 

smaU  number  of  families  on  the  lands,   at  the  time  of  the 

purchase ;  but  the  planters  were  few,  until  the  year  1689, 

.V       when  a  number  of  people,  chiefly   from  Massachusetts, 

\'t^      made  a  purchase  of  the  heirs  of  governor  Winthrop,  and 

began  settlements  in  the  northern  part  of  the  tract.     At 

•^  their  session,  in  May,  1699,  the  General  Assembly  vested 

the  inhabitants  with  town  privileges.     The  next  year,  it 

was  named  Piainfield. 

Grant  and      The  legislature,  in  the  October  session,  1693,  enacted, 

iifltiemeut  that  a  new  plantation  should  be  made  at  Jeremy's  fann# 

^Colches-  It  was  determined,  that  it  should  be  bounded  southerly  oq 

i  .  Lyme,  westerly  on  Middletown,  and  easterly  on  Norwich 

and  Lebanon.     This  was  most  commonly  termed  the  plan* 

tation  at  twenty  mile  river.     The  settlement  began  about 

1701.     In  1703,  the  assembly  gave  the  planters  a  patent, 

confirming  to  them  the  whole  tract.     Some  of  the  princi- 

Sal  planters,  were  the  Rev.  John  Bulklcy,  Samuel  Gilbert, 
[ichacl  Tainter,  Samuel  Northam,  John  Adaoos,  Joseph 
Pomeroy,  and  John  Loomis. 
^IgUng.  At  the  same  session,  a  plantation  was  granted,  upon  the 
rhmi,  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Guilford,  at  a  place  called 
Durham  Cogingcliaug.  It  was  bounded  northerly  on  Middletown, 
oS^set-  easterly  on  Haddam,  westerly  on  VVallingford,  and  south- 
tied.  f^rly  on  Guilford.     The  petitioners  were  thirty-one,  but 

few  of  ihem  moved  on  to  the  lands.  For  this  reason,  the 
settlement  went  on  very  slowly.  The  two  first  planters, 
were  Caleb  Seward  and  David  Robinson,  from  Gailford. 
Some  others  afterward  removed  from  the  same  town,  and 
made  settlements  there.  May  11th,  1704,  it  was  named 
Durham.  But  the  whole  number  of  inhabitants  was  very 
small.  In  1707,  the  number  of  families  was  no  more  than 
fifteen.  The  inhabitants  held  meetings,  and  acted  as  a 
town,  but  were  not  incorporated  with  town  privileges,  un- 
til May,  1708.  After  this  time,  the  plantation  increased 
rapidly.  There  was  a  great  accession  of  inhabitants  fpoia 
Northaraplon,  Stratford,  Milford,  and  other  towns. 
•  Committees  were  again  appointed,  at  the  session  in  Oc- 
tober, to  attempt  a  settlement  of  the  boundiries  between 
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Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  and  between  this  colony  Book  L 
and  Rhode-Island.  However,  like  all  former  ones,  they  v^-v'-'Sp/ 
were  unsuccessful.  1700. 

March  28th,  1 700,  his  majesty,  king  William,  in  coun-  King  Wil- 
cil,  was  pleased  to  confirm  the  agreement  made  between  j!*™"^*'* 
Connecticut  and  New- York,  in  1683,  respecting  the  boun-  ajr^iw^t 
dary  line  between  the  two  colonies.      New- York  neglect- ia  1683. 
cd,   however,  to  run  the  line.      Connecticut,   therefore, 
about  twelve  years  after,  applied  to  governor  Hunter,  to 
appoint  commissioners  to  complete  the  running  of  the  line, 
and  mark  it  with  proper  bounds.      He  laid  the  afikir  be- 
fDre  the  legislature  of  New- York :    but,  as  they  would 
adopt  no  measures  for  that  purpose,  and,  as  there  was  no 
appearance  that  they  designed  it,  Connecticut  presented  a 

Edition  to  his  majesty  king  George  the  first,  praying  that 
e  would  issue  his  royal  commands  to  his  government  of 
New- York,  that  they  should  forthwith  appoint  commission- 
ers, in  concert  with  Connecticut,  to  complete  the  running 
of  the  line,  and  the  erecting  of  proper  monuments.  In 
consequence  of  this,  the  legislature  of  New- York,  in 
1719,  passed  an  act  empowering  their  governor  to  appoint  '   * 

commissioners  to  run  the  line  parallel  to  Hudson^s  river,  to 
re-survey  the  former  lines,  and  to  distinguish  the  bounda- 
ry.    In  May,  1 725,  the  commissioners  and  surveyors  of 
the  two  colonies,  met  at  Greenwich,  and,  having  agreed*^ 
upon  the  manner  in  which  the  work  should  be  accomplish-  q^ 
ed,  the  sui-vey  was  executedj  in  part,  immediately,  and  a  cut 
report  of  what  they  had  done,  was  made  to  the  respective  ^^^^%f^ 
legislatures  of  Connecticut  and  New- York.      On  the  Hthg""'*!?'!^ 
of  May,  1731,  a  complete  settlement  was  made.      By  the  *^  '  ^•'• 
partition  line,  finally   established,  Connecticut  ceded  to 
New- York  a  tract  of  60,000  acres,  as  an  equivalent  for 
lands  which  New- York  had  surrendered  to  Connecticut, 
lying  upon  the  sound.      This  tract,  from  its  figure,  has 
been  called  the  Oblong. 

In  1700,  the  governor  and  council  were  all  re-elected.    Court  of 
Many  acts  of  violence,  since  the  last  session  of  the  as-  w^^^^^^ijod 
sembly,   bad  been  committed  against  the   inhabitants  of    ^^' 
Windsor  and  Simsbury,  by  the  people  of  Enfield  and  Suf- 
field.      They  had  made  encroachments  two  miles  upon  the 
land  of  those  towns,  beyond  all  former  instances.      Great 
Animosities  subsisted  between  those  towns  on  the.  account 
of  the  encroachments  and  damages,  which  the  iohnbitants 
of  Connecticut  suffered  by  them. 

To  compose  these  difficulties,  if  possible,  the  assembly  Attempt* 
appointed  William  Pitkin,  Esq.  Mr.  John  Chester,  andjj***** 
Mr.  William  Whiting,  a  committee,  with  plenary  powers,  between 

A  ,^ 
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Book  I.  to  address  the  general  court  of  Massachusetts,  and  to  repre- 
Ni^^v^w/  sent  to  them  the  readiness  of  the  legislature  of  Connecti- 
1700,    cut,  to  join  with  them  in  any  just  measures,  for  an  amica- 
Massachu-  ble  settlement  of  the  boundary  line.     The  court  of  Massa- 
tetiM  and    ^husetts  appointed  colonel  Hutchinson,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr. 
est.      *'  Anthrum,  and  Mr,  Prout,  a  committee,  but  with  limited 
'    powers,  to  find'  the  southernmost  line  of  Massachusetts, 
run  by  Nathaniel  Woodward  and  Solomon  Saflfery.     The 
general  court,  also,  on  the  5th  of  June,  passed  an  act,  m 
answer  to  the  proposal  made  by  Connecticut,  in  which 
they  insisted  on  the  line  run  by   Woodward  and  Saffery. 
These  were  termed  skilful  and  approved  artists.      The 
court  also,  in  their  act,  insisted,  that  all  grants,  made  by 
them  to  the  inhabitants  of  Woodstock,  or  of  any  other 
place,   should  remain  good   and  valid  to   the  grantees^ 
though  the  places  should  be  found  south  of  the  line  of  Mas- 
sachusetts.    To  these  hard  terms  the  committee  conceded, 
upon  the  condition,  that  all  the  grants  made  by  Connecti- 
cut, to  the  inhabitants  of  Windsor  and  Simsbury,  should  be 
acknowledged  as  valid,  and  the  land  granted  be  reserved 
*  to  the  proprietors.     But  the  court  of  Massachusetts  woukt 

not  concede  even  this.     No  accommodation  could  there- 
fore  be  effected. 

The  general  court  of  Massachusetts  determined'  to  rely 
upon,  and  maintain  the  line  run  by  their  sailors,  in  1642. 
%^  They  insisted  that  it  had  been  the  boundary  between  the 
colonies,  for  nearly  sixty  years  r  that  the  colony  of  Con- 
necticut was  bounded  on  the  south  line  of  Massachusetts, 
which  they  said  was  not  an  imaginary,  but  well  known  line. 
They  pleaded,  that  Mr.  Winthrop,  when  he  procured  the 
charter,  knew  that  to  be  the  line,  and  that  no  other  could 
be  intended. 

Connecticut,  on  the  other  hand,  maintained,  that  the 
south  line  of  Massachusetts,  according  to  the  express  woids 
of  their  charter,  was  a  Hne  running  due  west  from  a  point, 
or  station,  three  miles  south  of  every  part  of  Charles  river; 
and  that  the  station  fixed  by  Woodward  and  Safiery  was 
too  far  south.  It  was  also  insisted,  that,  even  allowing 
Woodward's  and  Saffery's  station  to  be  right,  a  due  west 
line  from  it  would  run  far  north  of  BisselPs  ferry  house  at 
Windsor.  The  committee,  appointed  by  the  court  of 
Massachusetts,  reported,  that  the  line  would  run  north  of 
BisselPs  house ;  yet  the  court  of  Massachusetts  would  not 
run  the  line,  nor  come  to  any  accommodation  ;  but  insisted 
on  the  line  as  it  had  been  run  by  them,  in  1642,  and  on 
Connecticut's  ceding  their  rights  to  all  the  land^  which 
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^hey  had  granted,  whether  they  lay  north  or  south  of  said  Book  I, 
line.*  v.^^>^"v/ 

Though  Colchester  held  their  lands  from  the  colony,  17Q0. 
which  claimed  by  virtue  of  Uncas's  deed  in  1640,  major 
Mason's  purchase,  in  behalf  of  the  colony,  and  surrender 
of  the  lands  in  the  presence  of  the  general  assembly,  and 
by  virtue  of  Joshua's  will ;  and  though  the  inhabitants  had 
deeds  from  Owaneco,  and  the  Moheagan  sachems,  cover- 
ing the  whole  tract,  yet  they  met  with  great  difficulties,  in 
the  settlement  of  the  town,  from  Owaneco  and  the  Mohea- 
gans,  who  were  made  uneasy,  and  stirred  up  to  mischief, 
by  designing  men.  The  Masons,  Daniel  Clark,  Nicholas 
Hallam,  major  Palms,  major  Fitch,  and  others,  about  this 
thne,  conceived  the  plan  of  obtaining  ^  large  tract  of  land, 
comprising  Colchester,  part  of  Lyme,  and  New-London, 
Plainfield,  Canterbury,  and  Windham,  for  themselves. 
They  imagined,  that  the  surrender  of  major  Mason,  in  the 
general  assembly,  was  not  legal,  and  that  the  circum- 
stances of  those  early  transactions  were  so  far  obliterated 
from  the  memory  of  the  living,  that  they  should  be  able  to 
recover,  in  law,  all  the  lands  made  over,  by  Uncas,  to  ma- 
jor Mason,  acting  as  agent  of  the  colony  in  1659. 
'  The  legislature,  though  they  viewed  their  title  to  the 
lands  in  the  colony  legal  and  indubitable,  yet  judged  it  ex- 
pedient, rather  than  to  have  any  difficulty  with  the  In- 
dians, to  treat  with  them,  and  make  them  easv*  ^J 

The  governor  and  council  were  appointed  a  committee  .  - 
for  these  purposes.  They  were  instructed  to  obtain  a  quit  *  -  ' 
claim  of  the  Indians  upon  reasonable  terms,  and  to  advise 
the  inhabitants,  with  respect  to  their  settlements.  Captain 
Samuel  Mason,  who  was  one  of  the  magistrates,  was  par- 
ticularly desired  to  use  his  influence  with  the  Indians  to 
promote  the  design,  and  quiet  the  planters. 

From  the  first  settlement  of  the  colony,  it  had  been  cus- 
tomary to  make  grants  of  land  to  officers,  soldiers,  and  oth- 
ers, who  had  been  specially  serviceable  to  the  colony. 
Grants  had  been  made  to  major  Mason,  to  his  officers  and 
soldiers,  in  the  Pequot  war.  This  encouraged  the  volun- 
teers, who  bad  performed  such  signal  feats  in  the  Narra- 
ganset  war,  ta  make  application  to  the  assembly,  for  the 
grant  of  a  new  township,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  their 
ffood  services.  Upon  the  petition  of  captain  Thomas  Lef- 
nngwell,  of  Norwich,  and  Mr.  John  Frink,  of  Stonington, 
in  behalf  of  themselves  and  other  volunteers,  the  general  Grant-of 
assembly,  in  October,  1696,  granted  them  a  township  of  Volantowt 
:^ix  miles  square,  to  be  taken  up  in  the  conquered  lands.  A  Oct.  iOt|K       i 

*  Becords  of  Cotmecticitt,  acU  and  let^rs  on  file. 
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Book  I.  committee  having  surveyed  the  lands  and  made  their  re- 
N^^N/-^/  port  to   the   assembly,   four  years  after,   a  township  was 
1701,    confirmed  to  the  petitioners,   by  the  name  of  Voluntown. 
It  was  bounded  by  a  due  north  line,  from  the  pond  at   the 
head  of  Pawcatuck  river,  to  Greenwich  path,  thence  west 
to  the  bounds  of  Preston,  thence  bounded  by  Preston  and 
Stonington  to  Pawcatuck  river,  and  thence  by  the  river  to 
the  pond,  the  first  mentioned  bounds.     Nineteen  years  af- 
ter, the    assembly  granted,  an  addition  of  a  considerable 
tract  on  the  north  part  of  the  township.     . 
ei**"Son^         In  1701,  governor  Winthrop  and  deputy  governor  Treat 
May  8th    were  re-chosen.     The   magistrates   were   Andrew   Le^t, 
1701,        James  Fitch,  Samuel  Mason,  Daniel  Witherel,  Nathaniel 
3tan]cy,  Moses  Mansfield,  John  Hamlin,   Nathan  Gould, 
William  Pitkin,  Joseph  Curtis,  John  Chester,  and  Josiah 
Rossiter,  Enquires.     Joseph  Whiting,  Esq.  was  re-elected 
treasurer,  and  Eleazar  Kimberly,  secretary. 

Ever  since  the  union  of  the  colonies,  the  assembly  ha4 
convened  at  Hartford,  both  in  May  and  October  ;  but,  at 
this  session,  an  act  passed,  that  the  assembly,  in  October, 
should  be  holden,  at  the  usual  time,  in  New-Haven.  It 
was  also  enacted,  that  the  court  of  magistrates,  which  had 
been  commonly  holden  at  Hartford,  in  October,  should,  for 
the  future,  be  holden  at  New-Haven,  on  the  first  Tuesday 
of  the  same  month.  A  respectable  committee  was  ap- 
«i  pointed  again,  this  year,  to  make  a  settlement  of  the  boun<^ 

dary   line  with  Rhode-Island,  and  committees  were  ap- 
^  pointed,  from  year  to  year,  for  the  same  purpose,  but  all 

attempts,  for  a  long  time,  were  unsuccessful. 
»hgr  14th,      The  election  in  1702,  made  no  alteration  in  the  lecrisla- 
^'^-         ture.  ^ 

VwfieW       The  inhabitants  of  Windham  having  agreed  upon  a  di^ 
town.        vision  of  that  town,  on  the  30th  of  January,  1700,   the  as- 
sembly, at  this  session,  confirmed  the  agreement,  and  en- 
acted that  Windham  should  be  divided  into  two  towns,  aod 
that  the  town  at  the  north  end  should  be  called  Mansfield. 
The  next  May,  the  assembly  vested  them  with  distinct  town 
privileges.     Patents  were  granted,  at  the  same  time,  to 
both  townshipSf     The  Indian  name  of  Mansfield,  was  Naw- 
besetuck.     Settlements  were  made  here  soon  after  they 
commenced  at  Windham. 
Danbury        Danbury  had  been  surveyed  for  a  town  in  1693,  iooa 
made  a      after  a  plantation  was  made  upon  the  lands.     Some  of  the 
^^'**        principal  planters  were  James  Beebe,  Thomas    Taylor, 
Samuel  and  James  Benedict,  John  Hoit,  and  Josiah  Starr. 
The  general  court  at  this  session,  gave  them  a  patent, 
granting  them  a  to^n§hip  extending  eight  miles  in  lengthi 
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north  and  south,  and  six  miles  in  breadth,  according  to  the  Book  !• 
original  survey.  s.^-v'-s^ 

In  October,  the  general  assembly   was  holden  at  New-    1702, 
Haven.  Oct  8th. 

The  colony  having  received  intelligence  of  the  demise 
of  king  William,  and  a  gracious  letter  from  queen  Anne, 
voted,  that  a  letter  should  be  addressed  to  her  majesty,  con- 
gratulating her  upon  her  happy  accession  to  the  throne  of 
ber  ancestors,  and  expressing  their  thanks  for  the  favorable 
notice  she  had  taken  of  the  colony. 

The  only  alteration  made,  by  the  election,  in  May,  1703,  Election, 
was  the  choice  of  Peter  Burr,  Esq.  into  the  magistracy.       May  i3th, 

At  this  assembly,  an  addition  was  made  to  the  town  of  ^''^* 
New-London  of  all  that  tract,  lying  north  of  the  former 
bounds,  included  in  a  line  drawn  from  the  northeastern 
corner  of  Lyme,  to  the  southwestern  corner  of  Norwich, 
as  it  goes  down  to  trading  cove.  A  patent  was,  at  the 
same  time,  given  to  the  inhabitants,  confirming  this  and  all 
other  parts  of  the  town  to  them  forever. 

At  the  same  session,  it  was  enacted,  that  all  the  town-  Act  rela- 
ships  in  this  colony,  to  which  the  assembly  had  given  pa-  ***^*?J?* 
tents,  should  remain  a  full  and  clear  estate,   with  all  the  ^wiib. 
privileges  and  immunities  therein  granted,  in  fee  simple  to 
the  proprietors,  their   heirs  and  assigns  forever.     It  was 
also  enacted,  that  all  lands  sequestered,  and  given  to  pub- 
lic or  private  uses,  should  remain  forever,  for  the  ends  for 
)vhich  they  had  been  given. 

Queen  Anne,  the  emperor  of  Germany,  and  the  States 
General,  in  May,  1702,  declared  war  against  France  and 
Spain.  Consequently  the  American  colonies  were  again 
involved  in  a  French  and  Indian  war.  The  legislature,  at 
the  session  in  October,  found  it  necessary  to  adopt  mea-  ^*i  ^^*^' 
sures  for  the  safety  of  the  country.  A  requisition  was 
made,  by  governor  Dudley,  and  the  general  court  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, of  a  detachment  of  a  hundred  men,  to  assist 
them  in  the  war  against  the  eastern  Indians.  Soldiers 
were  detached  and  sent  forth  for  the  defence  of  the  west- 
ern towns  in  Connecticut.  A  committee  of  war  was  ap- 
pointed to  send  troops  into  the  county  of  Hampshire,  io 
Massachusetts,  and  to  the  firontier  towns  in  this  colony,  as 
emergencies  should  require. 

At  this  assembly,  it  was  enacted,  that  the  town  of  Plain- 
field  should  be  divided,  and  that  the  inhabitants  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river  should  be  a  distinct  town,  by  the  Canteitu- 
name  of  Canterbury.     It  seems,  that  the  settlement  of  this  ry  made  a 
tract  commenced  about  the  year  1690.     The  principal  set-  ^^^* 
tiers,  from  Connecticut,  were  major  James  Fitch  and  Mfi 
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Book  L  Solomon  Tracy,  from  Norwich,  Mr.  Tixball  Ellsworth  and 

K^^^sT^^  Mr.  Samuel  Ashley,  from    Hartford  ;  but  much  the  great- 

1703.    est  number  was   from   Newtown,    Woburn,  Dorchester, 

Barnstable,  and  Medfield,  in  Massachusetts.     Among  these 

were  John,   Richard,  and  Joseph  Woodward,  William, 

Obadiah,  and  Joseph  Johnson,  Josiah  and  Samuel  Cleave- 

land,  Elisha  Paine,  Paul  Davenport,  and  Henry  Adams. 

Special  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  March,  1704,   a  special  assembly  was 

assembljr,  convened  to  provide  for  the  common  safety.     To  prevent 

March       mischief  from  the  friendly  Indians,  and  preserve  them  from 

I3tb,l704.  jj^jng  corrupted  and  drawn  away  by  the  enemy,  both  the 

civil  and  military  officers,   in  the  respective  towns,    were 

directed  to  take  special  care  of  them ;  to  keep  them  within 

their  own  limits,  and  not  to  suffer  them,  upon  their  peril,  to 

remove  from  the  places  which   should  be  assigned  them. 

Orders  for  ^^^  ^^  j^^jj  ^^^^  correspondence  with  the  enemy,  or  any 

laon  safe-   foreign  Indians,  nor  by  any  means  to  harbor  them.     A  pre- 
tj.  mium  of  ten  pounds  was  proposed,  as  an  encouragement  to 

every  friendly  Indian,  who  should  bring  in  and  deliver  up 
one  who  was  an  enemy. 

Orders  were  given,  requiring  every  particular  town,  in 
the  colony,  to  convene  and  determine  upon  the  manner  of 
fortifying  and  defending  themselves.  In  case  of  any  sud- 
den attack  or  invasion,  the  commissioned  officers,  in  the 
several  towns,  were  authorised  to  detach  and  send  forth 
any  number  of  soldiers,  not  exceeding  half  the  militia,  to 
repel  and  pursue  the  enemy.  It  was  resolved,  that  a  grand 
scout  should  be  employed  by  the  committee  of  war,  upon 
the  frontiers,  for  the  discovery  and  annoyance  of  the  ene- 
my. Until  this  could  be  sent  forth,  it  was  determined, 
that  small  scouts,  from  the  frontier  towns,  should  be  con- 
standy  kept  out,  to  discover  and  give  notice  of  the  motions 
of  the  enemy.  It  was  ordered,  that  the  hundred  men,  so- 
licited by  the  Massachusetts,  should  be  raised  forthwith, 
to  act  against  the  eastern  Indians,  and  that  governor  Dud- 
ley should  be  requested  to  call  them  out  immediately.  A 
detachment  of  sixty  men  was  ordered  for  the  public  service, 
principally  with  a  view  to  the  defence  of  the  county  of 
Hampshire.  These  were  to  be  under  the  command  of  the 
committee  of  war  in  Connecticut,  and  the  commanding  of- 
ficer in  that  county. 
Election  ^^  ^'^^  court  of  election,  May,  1 704,  the  former  governors 
May  11U),  and  magistrates  were  re-chosen.  John  Allen,  Esq.  was 
yi%»  chosen  magistrate,  to  fill  the  vacancy  made  by  the  death  of 
Moses  Mansfield,  Esq. 

Committees  were  appointed  in  the  several  counties  to 
meet  together,  to  consult  and  determine  upon  the  best 
measures  for  the  general  defence  and  safety. 
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As  ihc  deserting  or  giving  up  of  any  place,  would  en-  Book  L 
courage  the  enemy,  disserve  her  majesty's  interests,  and  s^^v^^ 
the  welfare  of  the  colony,  it  was  enacted,  that  if  any  per-    1704» 
sons  or  families,  in  any  of  the  frontier  towns,  should  desert 
their  habitations  or  places  of  residence,  without  leave  from 
the  assembly,  they  should  forfeit  their  freehold  of  lands  and 
tenements  in  that  place.     It  was  further  enacted,   that  if 
any  male  person,  of  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  should  so  re- 
move from  any  frontier  town,  he  should  pay  a  fine  of  ten 
pounds,  and  that  the  fine  should  be  applied  to  the  defence 
of  the  town  from  which  he  had  removed. 

Good  policy  required,  that  as  great  a  number  of  the 
friendly  Indians  as  possible,  should  be  employed  in  the 
public  service.  Gentlemen  were,  therefore,  appointed  to 
enlist  them  as  volunteers.  Good  encouragements  were 
given  for  this  purpose.  Indians  were  the  best  troops  to 
scout  and  range  the  woods ;  and  in  proportion  as  they  of- 
fered themselves.  Englishmen,  whose  labours  were  much 
more  useful,  were  kept  at  home. 

Besides  the  hundred  men  dispatched  to  the  eastward, 
four  hundred  were  raised  for  the  defence  of  this  colony, 
and  of  the  county  of  Hampshire.  They  were  required  to 
be  always  ready.  That  they  might  be  completely  ready, 
both  in  summer  and  winter,  to  march  immediately,  upon 
any  emergency,  it  was  ordered,  that  they  should  be  fur- 
nished with  snow  shoes,  that  they  might  travel  and  run  up- 
on the  snow.  A  number  of  men  in  every  town  were  obli- 
ged to  prepare  themselves  in  this  manner.* 

For  the  maintenance  of  good  morals,  the  suppression  ofAppoiot- 
vicious  and  disorderly  prdcticcs,  and  the  preservation  of  »•»*  of 
the  common  peace,  the  assembly  ordered,  that  a  sober,  re-  ^'°™  **" 
ligious  man,  be  appointed  by  the  county  court,  in  each  of  ■ 
the  counties,  to  oe  an  attorney  for  ber  majesty,  to  prose^ 
cute  all  criminal  offenders. 

The  colony,  at  this  time,  was  in  the  most  critical  situa*  Critical 
lion.     It  was  not  only  in  danger,  and  put  to  great  expense,  state  of 
by  reason  of  the  war,  to  defend  itself,  but  to  still  greater,  ^'^  ^****^J^' 
to  defend  the  neighbouring  colonies  of  Massachusetts  and 
New-York.     It  was  continually  hardssed  by  the  demands 
of  Joseph  Dudley,  Esq.  governor  of  Massachusetts,  and  of 
lord  Cornbury,  governor  of  New- York  and  the  Jerseys, 
for  men  and  money,  as  they  pretended  for  the  defence  of 
their  respective  governments. 

At  the  same  time,  the  colony  had  a  number  of  powerful  Arts  of  its 
enemies,  who,  by  misrepresentation  and  every  other  ^rti-p^^^^' 
ficc  in  their  power,  were  seeking  to  deprive  them  both  of  and  Con*- 

*  Records  of  the  eoloDy.  ^^VT* 
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Book  I.  their  lands  and  all  their  chartered  rights  and  privileges* 
v^-v'^w/  Governor  Dudley,   lord  Cornbury,  and  their  instruments, 
1704.    combined  together  to  despoil  the  colony  of  its  charter,  and 
subject  it  entirely  to  their  government.     It  appears,  froo^ 
the  letters  and  acts  on  file,  that  Dudley  wished  to  unite  all 
New-England  under  his  own  government*     At  the  same 
time,  it  seems,  he  flattered  lord  Cornbury,  that,  if  ihey 
could  effect  the  re-union  of  all  the  charter  governments  to 
the  crown,  he  should  not  only  have  the  government  of  the 
southern  colonies,  but  of  Connecticut.    Dudley  was  a  man 
of  great  intrigue  and  duplicity,  well  versed  in  court  affairs, 
and  had  powerful  connections  in  England.     He  had  been 
connected  with  Sir  Edmund  Andross  in  the  government  of 
New-England,   and  was  an  enemy  to  all  the  chartered 
rights  of  the  colonies.     While  he  was  soliciting  the  govern- 
ment of  Massachusetts,  he  had  a  view  to  the  government  of 
all  New-England.     As  he  had  conceived  this  plan  as  ear- 
ly as  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of  king  William,  he  oppo- 
sed whatever  he  suspected  would  operate  against  it,  and 
Ere  vent  the  suspension  of  all  government  by  charter.  When 
e  found,  therefore,  that  Sir  Henry  Ashurst  was  appointed 
agent  for  Connecticut,  about  the  beginning  of  the  present 
century,  he  opposed  his  undertaking  the  agency  with  all 
his  influence,  because  he  knew  his  friendship  to  the  colo- 
Attcmpts    nies,  and  that  he  was  a  powerful  man.     He  united  all  his 
to  vacate    influence  with  the  court  party,  and  the  enemies  to  the  lib- 
ig,..       "    erties  of  the  colonies,  to  vacate  all  the  charters  in  America. 
He  so  far  succeeded,  that,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of 
Bill  for  re-  jjing  William,  a  bill  was  prepared  for  re-uniting  all  the 
to\he''     charter  governments  to  the  crown.     Early  in  the  reign  of 
orown.      4aueen  Anne,  it  was  brought  into  parliament.     It  imported, 
-Biat  the  charters  given  to  the  several  colonies  in   New- 
England,   to   East  and  West  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland,  Carolina,  the  Bahama  and  Lucay  islands,  were 
^prejudicial  and  repugnant  to  the  trade  of  the  kingdom,  and 
the  welfare  of  his  majesty's  subjects  in  the  other  planta- 
tions, and  to  his  majesty's  revenue  arising  from  the  cus- 
toms.    It  also  further  alledged,  that  irregularities,  piracies, 
and  unlawful  trade,  were  countenanced  and  encouraged  by 
'      the  authority  in  the  chartered  colonies.  It  therefore  enact- 
ed, ^'  That  all  and  singular,  the  clauses,  matters,  and  things, 
contained  in  any  charters,  or  letters  patents,  eranted  by 
the  great  seal  of  England,  by  any  of  his  royal  predeces- 
sors, by  his  present  majesty,  or  the  late  queen,  to  any  of 
the  said  plantations,  or  to  any  persons  in  them,  should  be 
utterly  void,  and  of  none  effect.     It  further  enacted,  that 
all  such  power,  authority,  privileges,  and  jurisdictions, 
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should  be,  and  were  rc-united,  annexed  to,  and  vested  in  Book  I. 
his  naajesiy,  his  heirs  and  successors,  in  right  of  the  crown  ^^^'^r^^ 
of  England,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  though  no  such    1704. 
<iharters  or  letters  patent  had  been  had  or  made.* 

Sir  Henry  Ashurst,  viewing  the  act  as  unjust,  and  sub-  Petition 
versive  of  the  civil  and  religious  rights  of  the  colony,  pre- JJ?^"**' ***® 
ftrred  a  petition  to  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in  par- 
liament assembled,  representing  that  said  bill  would  do 
great  injustice  to  the  inhabitants  of  Connecticut :  That  it 
would  make  void  the  charter  granted  to  the  colony  by  king 
Charles  the  second :  That  the  government  was,  by  saia 
charter,  granted  to  them,  and  was  so  interwoven  with  theit 
property,  that  it  could  not  be  taken  away,  without  expo-  • 
sing  them  to  the  utmost  confusion,  if  not  to  utter  ruin : 
That  the  inhabitants  had  never  been  accused  of  mal-ad- 
ministration,  piratical  or  unlawful  trade ;  and  that  theif 
case  was  different  from  his  majesty's  other  plantations  in 
America.  He,  therefore,  humbly  prayed  to  be  beard,  by 
his  council,  at  the  bar  of  the  house,  in  their  behalf.t  In 
consequence  of  this,  it  was  granted,  May  3d,  1701,  that  the 
petitioner  should  be  heard  against  the  bill. 

Sir  Henry  was  a  faithful  man,  had  honourable  connec- 
tions, and  his  influence  at  court  was  very  considerable. 
He  raised  all  the  opposition  to  the  passing  of  the  bill  in 
his  power.     Representations  were  made,  not  only  of  the  Reasoiis 
ample  rights  and  privileges  granted  to  Connecticut,  by  against  it» 
charter,  bat  that  they  were  wanted  for  important  conside-P*"***^' 
rations,  and  particular  services  performed :  That  the  in- 
habitants, at  great  expense  and  danger,   had   purchased, 
subdued,  and  planted  an  extensive  country;  had  defended 
It  against  the  Dutch,  French,  and  other  enemies  cff  the  na- 
tion; had  enlarged  his  majesty's  dominions,  and  increased 
commerce:  That  the  charter  not  only  gave  the  inhabitants 
powers  of  government,  but  secured  the  title  of  their  lands 
and  tenements ;  and  that,  in  these  views,  the  passing  oC 
the  bill  would  be  an  act  of  great  injustice  j  would  be  ruin-  , 

ous  to  the  colony,  and  prejudicial  to  the  general  interest.  ;^» 
It  was  insisted,  that  it  would  be  still  more  arbitranr  and 
unjust,  as  the  colony  had  not  been  even  accused  or  mal-  ••■ 
administration,  piratical  or  illegal  practices,  or  so  much  as 
,  heard  on  the  subject.  It  was  pleaded,  that  the  colony  had 
ever  been  loyal  and  obedient,  and  if  any  irregularities,  or 
inadvertencies  should  finally  be  found  in  the  government, 
it  would,  on  the  first  notice  of  it,  undoubtedly  be  reformed. 
At  the  same  time,  the  taking  away  of  so  many  charters, 
was,  at  once,  calculated  to  destroy  all  confidence  In  the 

*  Copy  of  the  bill  on  file.  t  Petition  on  file. 
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Book  .!•  crown,  in  royal  patents  and  promises;  to  discourage  all 
v-^^N^-^w/  further  enterprise,  in  settling  and  defending  the  country ; 
1704.    to  create  universal  discontent  and  disaffection  in  the  colo- 
nies ;  and  to  produce  effects  much  more  prejudicial  to  the 
nation,  than  any  of  those  which  were  then  matter  of  com- 
plaint,    h  would,  also,  afford  a  precedent  most  alarming 
to  all  the  chartered  corporations  in  England.     These  vari- 
ItmiicaF-  <>us  considerations  operated  so  powerfully  against  the  bill^ 
fies.  that  it  could  not  be  carried  through  the  houses. 

£nemic»or     Governor  Dudley  and  lord  Corhbury,  however,  were 
the  colony  not  discouraged.     They  determrned  to  make  a  more  opeo 
eouraTed.  **^  powerful  opposition  to  the  charter  rights  of  Connecti- 
'  cut.     And  they  determined,  as  much  had  been  made  of 
this  argument,  that  Connecticut  had  never  been  accused 
of  mal-adniinistration,  piracy,  or  any  illegal  trade,  to  re- 
move it  out  of  the  way,  by  a  direct  impeachment  of  the 
They  are    colooy  of  high  mrsdemcanors.     They  were  both  powerful 
fowerful.    enemies*    Governor  Dudley  was  not  only  a  man  of  great 
intrigue,  but  had  a  party  at  court,  who  were  men  of  art 
and  infiaebce.     Lord  Cornbury  was  nearly  related  to  her 
majesty,  queen  Anne,  and  had  many  noble  connections, 
whose  weight  with  her  royal  person  and  the  court,  was  not 
inconsiderable.     Exclusive  of  these,  the  colony  had  ene* 
mies  among  themselves.     Nicholas  Hallam,  major  Palms, 
captain  Mason,  Daniel  Clark,  and  others,  had  either  ap- 
pealed to  England  against  the  colony,  or  were  scheming 
to  possess  themselves  of  large  tracts  of  land,  and,  for  thai 
mrf)Ose,  were  encouraging  the  Moheagan   controversy, 
[lallam  had  appealed  to  England  against  the  colony,  and 
lo&t  his  case.     The  king,  in  council,  had  established  the 
Judgment  given  against  him  in  the  courts  of  Connecticut. 
Major  Palms,  who  had  married  the  daughter  of  John  Win-« 
throp,  Esq.  the  first  governor  of  Connecticut,  under  the 
charter,  had  imagined  himself  injured  by  the  administrators 
on  the  governor's  estate,  and  had  brought  an  action  against 
them*     Losing  his  case  before  the  courts  in  this  colony, 
**.  ■  *      he  had  appealed  to  England.     Be  was  particularly  irrita* 
*  '■       ted  against  the  colony,  and  against  his  brother  in  law.  Fits 
UnK^tfieir  John  Winthrop,  Esq.  then  governor  of  the  colony.     These 
iofluence     malcpntcnts  all  united  their  influence,  by  the  grossest  mis- 
coklfiv^       representations,  and  all  other  means  in  their  power,  to  ia- 
jure  the  colony  in  its  most  essential  interests. 

Lord  Cornbury  was  poor,  and  not  unwilling,  hy  aoyi 
means,  to  get  money.  He  had  made  a  demand  of  foV 
hundred  anil  fifty  pounds  upon  the  colony,  for  the  defence 
of  New- York.  Connecticut  judged,  that  it  was  nol  their 
duty  to  comply  with  his  demand,  as  their  expenses  already 
were  as  great  as  the  colony  was  ajbie  to  bear* 
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Dudley  and  Cornbury,  therefore,  proceeded  to  draw  up  Book  L 
articles  of  complaint  against  the  colony.     Dudley  employ-  \>--v-^w 
ed  one  Bulkiey  to  write  against  the  government.   He  drew    1701. 
up  a  large  folie  book,  which  he  termed  the  Doom  or  Mise- 
RiKs    of  Connecticut.     In  this,    he  not  only  exceedingly 
misrepresented  and  criminated  the  colony,  but  expatiated 
on  the  advantages  of  a  general  governor  of  New-England, 
and  highly  recommended  the  governmenl  of  Sir  Edmund 
Andross.* 

Among  other  complaints,  the  principal  articles  particu-  Com- 
larly  charged,  were,  summarily,  these  :  That  the  governor  P'a»P^ 
did  not  observe  the  acts  of  trade  and  navigation,  but  el^*  coklSr, 
couraged  illegal  commerce  and  piracy :  That  the  coloriy 
was  a  receptacle  of  pirates,  encouraged  and  harboured  by 
the  government :  That  the  government  harboured  and  pro- 
tected soldiers,  seamen,  servants,  and  malefactors,  w&o 
made  their  escape  from  other  parts,  and  would  not  deliver 
them  up,  when  demanded.  It  was,  also,  charged  against 
the  colony,  that  it  harboured  great  numbers  of  young  nen, 
from  Massachusetts  and  New-i ork,  where  the/  were  obli- 
ged to  pay  taxes  for  the  expenses  of  the  war,  and  induced 
them  to  settle  there,  principally,  because  it  imposed  no 
taxes  for  that  purpose :  That  the  colony  would  not  furnish 
their  quota  for  the  fortification  of  Albany  and  New- York, 
and  the  assistance  of  Massacbiifetts  Bay,  against  the  French 
and  Indians :  And  that,  if  siny  <$f  bertnajesty?ft  subjects,  of 
the  other  colonies,  sued  for  debt,  in  any  of  the  coarts  of  the 
colony,  no  justice  could  be  done  them,  if  the  debt  were 
against  any  of  its  inhabitants.  U  was  also  charged,  that 
Connecticut,  under  the  colour  of  their  <:harter,  made  capi- 
tal laws ;  tried  murders,  robberies,  and  other  crimes,  and 
punished  with  death  and  banishmiSnt ;  and  that  their  courts 
of  judicature  v^ere  arbitrary  and  unjust :  That  the  legisla- 
ture would  not  suffer  the  laws  of  England  to  be  pleaded  in 
their  courts,  unless  it  were  to  serve  a  turn  for  themselves :  * 
That  they  had  revised  to  grant  appeals  to  her  majesty,  in 
council,  and  had  given  great  vexation  to  those  who  had  de-  », 
manded  them :  That  the  government  had  refused  to  sub-  ^  •*, 
mit  to  her  majesty,  and  to  his  royal  highnesses  commission 
of  vice  admiralty,  and  for  commanding  its  militia ;  and 
bad  defeated  the  powers  which  had  been  given  to  the  gov- 
ernors of  her  majesty's  neighbouring  colonies,  for  that  pur- 
pose. Finally,  it  was  charged,  that  the  legislature  had 
j4iade  a  law,  that  christians,  who  were  not  of  their  com- 
munion, should  not  meet  to  worship  God,  without  license 
froni  dieir  assembly,  which  law  extended  even  Ig  th^ 

♦  Letter  of  Sir  Hen/y  AshuTst,  on  file. 
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Book  !•  church  of  England,  as  well  as  to  christians  of  other  deno- 

s^^N^^  minations  tolerated  in  England. 
1704^  While  goveiaior  Dudley  was  thus  attempting  the  ruin  of 
the  colony,  in  the  court  of  England,  he  kept  up  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  most  entire  friendship  towards  it,  in  this 
country  ;  and  in  a  letter,  of  about  the  same  date  with  his 
complaints,  thanked  the  legislature  for  the  great  supplies 
which  they  had  given  him  and  the  colony. 

Moheagan      The  general  assembly  had  appointed  the  most  respccta- 

^^'  ])]e  committees,  and  taken  great  pains  to  compromise  all 
diOiculties  with  Owanecoand  the  Moheagans  ;  and  thougt| 
they  had  made  repeated  purchases  and  obtained  ample 
deeds  of  th^ir  lands,  yet,  rather  than  have  any  uneasiness 
among  the  Indians,  they  offered  Owancco  such  a  sum  of 
money,  to  make  him  easy,  as  was  entirely  satisfactory  to 
him  ;  but  Mason  and  the  other  malcontents,  who  wished 
to  possess  the  Indian  lands,  would  not  suffer  him  to  accept 
it,  and  frustrated  all  atten^pts  for  an  accommodation* 

While  Mason  and  other  enemies  were  practising  their 
arts,  in  Connecticut,  Hallam,  assisted  by  Dudley  and  his 
party,  with  other  malcontents,  on  both  sides  of  the  water, 
was  making  grievous  complaints,  in  England,  of  the  injos- 
tice  and  cruelty  of  the  colooy  towards  Owaneco,  in  driv- 
ing him  from  his  lands,  and  depriving  the  Moheagans  even 
of  their  planting  grounds.  It  was  pretended,  that,  in  the 
late  grant  and  patent  to  the  town  of  New-London,  the  le- 
gislature had  conveyed  away  all  his  lands  in  that  quarter, 
ivhercas  particular  care  was  taken,  both  in  the  grant  and 
patent,  to  secure  all  the  property  and  privileges  of  the  Mo- 
heagans. The  assembly  had  taken  the  most  faithful  and 
tenaer  care  of  them,  from  the  first  settlement  of  the  colony 
to  that  time.  According  to  their  agreement  with  major 
Mason,  then  deputy  governor  of  the  colony,  when  he  re- 
signed the  Moheagan  land  to  the  assembly,  they  granted 
him  a  farm  of  five  hundred  acres,  and  it  was  laid  out  to 
him  at  a  place  called,  by  the  Indians,  Pomakuk.  They 
had  also  reserved  a  fine  tract  of  land,  of  between  four  and 
five  thousand  ac^es,  to  the  Moheagans  to  plant  on,  which 
was  mach  niorq  than  sufficient  for  that  purpo$e.  But  thq 
representations,  which  th6se  evil  oiin^ea  men  Mfer^  con- 
^stantly  making  to  Owaneco  and  his  people,  at  some  times, 
made  them  uneasy,  and  some  of  thc\n  probably  imagined, 
that  they  were  really  injured.  At  the  same  time,  the  af- 
fair was  so  represented  in  England,  as  made  impressions 

P  titi    t    ^"  ^^^  minds  of  many  very  unfavorable  to  the  colony. 

her  ma-         I>^this  situation  of  affairs,  Hallam,  assisted  by  the  mal- 

jeiity  ia  {9,-  contents  in  England  and  America,  preferred  a  cqniplaint 
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and  petition  to  her  majesty,  queen  Anne,  representing,  that  Book  I. 
the  sachems  of  the  Moheagan  tribe  of  Indians  were  the  v«^-n^^^^ 
original  and  chief  proprietors  of  all  the  lands  in  the  colo-     1 704. 
ny  :  That  they  were  a  great  people,  and  had  received  and  vorof  the 
treated  the  first  planters  in  a  peaceable  and  friendly  ni^"*^^,^' 
ner :  That,  for  an  inconsiderable  value,  they  had  granted 
their  lands  to  them,  reserving  to  themselves  a  small  parcel 
only  for  planting  ground ;  and  that  the  general  assembly 
of  Connecticut  had  passed  an  act  by  which  they  had  ta- 
ken that  from  them,  which,   until  that  time,   they  had  al- 
ways enjoyed.     For  these  reasons,  it  was  prayed,  that  her 
majesty  would  appoint  commissioners  to  examine  into  all 
these  matters,  and  into  all  the  other  injuries  and  violences 
which  had  been  done  to  the  Moheag^ns,  and  to  determine 
respecting  them  according  to  equity. 

Her  majesty,  imposed  upon  and  deceived  by  these  rep- Her  ma- 
resentations,  and  not  waiting  to  give  the  colony  an  oppor-J«»*y  ap- 
luniiy  to  be  heard,  on  the  19th  of  July,  1704,  granted  a  P^J^j^i^ 
commission  to  Joseph  Dudley,  Esq,  the  great  enemy  of  the  sionen  to 
colony,  Thomas  Poyey,  Esq.  lieutenant  governor  of  Mas-  hear  the 
sachusetts,  major  Edward  Palms,  and  others,  to  the  num-  *^***^' 
ber  of  twelve,  authorizing  them  to  hear  and  determine  the 
whole  affair,  reserving  liberty  fo  either  to  appeal  to  her 
niajesty  in  council. 

At  the  session  in  May,  a  respectable  committee  was  ap- 
pointed, with  ample  powers,  to  examine  into  all  the  com- 
plaints of  Owaneco  and  the  Moheagan  Indians,  and  to  re- 
port to  the  assembly  in  October.  The  committee  appoint- 
ed time  and  place,  and  attempted  to  accomplish  the  busi- 
ness, for  which  they  had  been  appointed  ;  but  captain  Ma- 
son, whom  Owaneco  bad  chosen  for  his  guardian,  had  art 
enough  to  frustrate  the  design.  He  made  a  journey  to 
Boston,  at  the  very  time,  and  Owaneco  would  do  nothing 
without  him.  In  the  mean  tinae,  the  commission  was  grant- 
ed by  the  queen,  and  the  colony  jver^  unhappily  drawn  in- 
to a  Ions  and  expensive  controversy. 

The  Masons  claimed  the  lands  purchased  by  their  an- 
cestor, deputy  governor  John  Mason,  by  virtue  of  a  deed 
given  to  him  by  Uncas,  in  1G59,  while  he  acted  as  agent 
of  the  colony,  and  denied  the  legality  of  the  surrender 
which  he  had  made  of  them,  in  the  general  assembly,  the 
next  year.  They  insisted,  that  it  respected  nothing  more 
than  the  jurisdiction  right,  and  that  the  title  to  the  soil  was 
vested  in  their  family,  as  guardians  or  overseers  of  the  In-« 
dians.  While  they  pretended  great  concern  for  the  In- 
dians, their  sole  object  was  to  boH  all  those  lands,  included 
^n  said  deed,  for  themselves  and  others,  who  had  unite^ 
ivith  them  in  prosecutiojQ  of  the  a&ir  against  the  colony » 
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Book  I.     Sir  Henry  Ashurst,   wishing  to  preserve  the  important 

*\-^-N<^w/  privileges  of  the  colony,  had  taken  pains  to  postpone  the 

1705.    hearing  of  the  complaints  against  it,  as  far  as  possible, 

that  the  governor  and  company  might  have  intelligence 

c6ncerning  them,  and  send  their  answer ;  but,  on  the  12th 

Hearin?  of  of  February,  1705,  'the  hearing  came  on,  before  her  ma- 

the  com-    jestv  in  council.     Governor  Dudley  and  Lord  Cornbury 

nlikinia  a  •  ••  • 

<^t        ^^^  spared  no  pains  to  carry  their  point  before  her  majes- 
Connecti-  ^y.     Dudley  had  been  careful  to  procure  and  lay  before 
cut  before  her  an  Opinion  of  the  attorney  general,  inking  William's 
J^"^-?^®*"  reign,  "  that  he  might  send  a  governor  to  Connecticut.'* 
*    Further,  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  decision  which  he  wish- 
ed, he  procured   another  opinion  of  the  attorney  and  so- 
licitor general,  respecting  tne   case  of  Connecticut,   as  it 
then  appeared,  "  that  if  it  were  as  governor  Dudley  had 
represented,  there  was  a  defect  in  the  government :  That 
the  colony  was  not  able  to  defend  itself,  and  in  imminent 
danger  of  being  possessed  by  the  queen's  enemies:  And 
that,  in  such  case,  the  queen  might  send  a  governor,  for 
civil  and  military  government  ;  but  not  to  alter  the  laws 
and  customs." 

Her  majesty  had  directed  Sir  Henry  to  appear  and  show 
reasons,  if  any  he  had,  why  she  should  not  appoint  a  gov- 
ernor over  the  colony.  He  considered  every  thing  dear  to 
it  at  stake,  and  therefore  made  exertions  in  some  measure 
proportionate  to  the  magnitude  of  the  cause.  Lord  Paget, 
a  man  of  great  influence,  was  his  brother  by  marriSige,  and 
he  was  related  to,  or  intimately  connected  with  other  prin- 
cipal characters  at  court.  He  made  all  the  interest,  and 
obtained  all  the  influence  which  he  possibly  could,  either 
by  himself  or  his  connections,  in  favor  of  the  colony.  He 
obtained  two  of  the  best  council  in  England;  both  parlia- 
ment men,  possessing  an  estate  of  a  thousand  pounds  a 
J  rear.  He  stood  firm  against  all  the  charges  of  Dudley, 
ord  Cornbury,  Congreve,  and  others,  against  the  colony, 
and  by  his  counsel,  for  an  hour  and  an  half,  defended  it  a- 
gainst  all  the  art  and  intrigue  of  its  adversaries,  and  all  the 
law  learning  and  eloquence  of  the  attorney  and  solicitor 
general.* 
?®?^^^_  As  Connecticut  was  enthrcly  ignorant  of  the  charges 
tionofth6  brought  against  it,  and  no  information  or  evidence  could 
colony.  be  thence  obtained.  Sir  Henry  and  his  council  were  neces- 
sitated to  employ  such  means  as  were  in  their  power. 
They  amply  stated  the  rights  and  privileges  granted  by  the 
royal  charter,  the  territory  it  conveyed,  and  the  powers 
with  which  it  vested  the  governor  and  company.  They 
.  •  Letter  of  Sir  Henrj  Atbont,  Febn^ary  15Ui,  17(15,  on  ^1p. 
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showed,  that  these  patents  were  confirmed  by  a  non  oh-  Book  L 
siante,  and  always  to  be  construed  in  the  most  favorable  s.^^n/"^/ 
light  for  the  grantees.  It  was  demonstrated,  that  the  leg-  1705. 
isTature  were  vested  with  ample  powers  to  make  laws, 
criminal  and  capital,  as  well  as  civil ;  to  inflict  banishment, 
death,  and  all  other  capital  punishments,  in  all  capital  ca- 
ses, no  less  than  in  others.  It  was  also  represented,  that 
the  governors,  or  commanders  in  chief,  were,  by  charter, 
vested  with  plenary  powers  to  assemble  in  martial  array, 
and  put  in  warlike  posture  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony, 
for  their  defence,  and  to  commission  others,  for  the  like 
purposes.  It  was  also  clearly  shown,  that,  by  charter,  they 
iiad  the  same  right  to  fish,  trade,  and  do  all  other  business, 
and  enjoy  all  other  privileges,  by  land  and  sea,  which  any 
other  of  her  majesty's  subjects  had  a  right  to  do,  or  enjoy. 
It  was,  therefore,  urged,  that  all  those  matters,  charged 
against  the  colony,  respecting  their  making  capital  laws, 
and  inflicting  capital  punishments,  whether  death  or  ban* 
ishment,  were  no  crimes  ;  but  things  which  the  legislature 
not  only  had  a  right,  but  were  bound  in  faithfulness  to  do, 
as  circumstances  might  require.  For  the  same  reason,  it 
was  also  insisted,  that  the  colonies  claimihg  a  right  to  com- 
mand their  own  militia,  and  defeating  the  designs  of  the 
governors  of  the  other  colonies,  who  wished  to  command 
it,  were  no  crimes.  It  was  insisted,  that  doing  them  was 
no  more  than  defending  themselves  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
legal  rights. 

With  respect  to  the  irregularity  and  injustice  of  the  courts 
in  Connecticut,  it  was  observcu,  that  general  charges  de- 
served no  reply :  That  it  did  not  appear,  that  what  was 
charged  was  any  thine  more  than  mere  hearsay  and  clam- 
or. But  it  was  pleaded,  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  had 
substantial  evidence  of  the  justice  of  the  courts  in  Con- 
necticut. That  several  appeals  had  been  made,  to  her 
majesty,  from  the  judgment  of  those  courts :  That  these 
had  been  different  cases,  and  in  every  instance,  the  judg- 
ments given  by  the  courts  in  Connecticut,  had  been  ap- 
proved by  her  majesty,  and  the  lords  committee  of  council. 
This,  it  was  said,  was  a  notable  evidence  of  their  justice  ; 
and  that,  so  far  as  appeared,  there  had  been  no  injustice 
or  irregularity  in  any  one  court  in  the  colony. 

With  respect  to  governor  Dudley's  complaint,  that  Con- 
necticut did  not  furnish  the  men  which  he  demanded,  and 
that  of  lord  Cornbury,  that  it  did  not  comply  with  his  de- 
mands for  money,  it  was  answered,  that  it  did  not  appear, 
from  the  charter,  that  the  colony  was  obliged  to  comply 
i|plh.  those  requisitions :  That  the  governors  of  other  colo- 
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Book  1.  nies  had  no  right  to  command  the  legislature  and  people  of 
v^-v-'^^  Connecticut :  and  that  they  were  under  no  obligations  to 
1705*  obey  them,  any  further  than  it  should  be  required  by  her 
majesty.  It  was  further  observed,  with  respect  to  the  mo- 
ney^ that  it  appeared  from  his  lordship^s  letter,  that  the 
general  assembly  of  Connecticut  had  taken  the  requisition 
into  their  consideration,  and  had  determined  to  know  her 
majesty's  pleasure,  before  they  gave  away  their  money* 
It  was  aflSrmed,  that  there  was  nothing  disloyal  in  such  a 
determination  :  That  the  colony  had  a  right  to  grant,  or 
not  to  grant  their  money,  as  they  judged  it  expedient  or 
not :  That  they  had  a  right  to  know  the  purpose  for  which 
they  granted  it ;  and  that  their  referring  it  to  her  majesty's 
pleasure,  was  an  implication  of  their  obnedience  to  it,  when- 
ever it  should  be  known. 

With  reference  to  Connecticut's  harboring  deserters, 
malefactors,  pirates,  and  the  like,  it  was  observed,  that  it 
was  a  general  charge  of  little  weight,  and  deserved  no  an- 
swer. It  was  affirmed  to  be  a  common  thing,  even  in  En- 
gland, for  soldiers  and  others  to  go  from  one  country  into 
another,  and  not  to  be  found  ;  yet  it  might  not  be  any  crime 
or  fault  in  the  country  where  they  secreted  themselves. 
As  to  captain  Matthews  finding  two  soldiers  at  Stamford, 
and  sending  for  major  Sillcck  to  secure  them,  it  did  not  ap- 
pear that  there  was  the  least  fault  in  the  major .^  It  was  ev- 
ident, from  his  lordship's  letter,  that  he  went  to  Stamford, 
that  the  soldiers  were  brought,  and  that,  while  the  major 
and  Matthews  were  conversmg  together,  in  a  private  rooiOi 
they  made  their  escape.  It  was  said,  it  might  be  more  the 
fault  of  Matthews  than  of  Silleck  ;  for  it  did  not  appear 
that  Matthews  was  kept  there  by  any  force  or  constraint, 
but  was  examining  into  the  affair,  or  talking  generally  up* 
on  the  subject. 

With  relation  to  the  complaint  of  lord  Combury,  in  his 
letter  of  June,  1703,  "that  he  labored  under  great  misfor- 
tunes, in  relation  to  the  neighboring  provinces  :  That  the 
coast  of  Connecticut  is  opposite  to  two  thirds  of  Long-Isl- 
and ;  by  which  means  they  filled  all  that  part  of  the  island 
with  European  goods,  cheaper  than  their  merchants  could, 
because  they  paid  duties,  and  those  of  Connecticut  paid 
none ;  nor  would  they  be  subject  to  the  acts  of  navigation ; 
by  which  means  there  had  been  no  trade  between  the  city 
of  New- York  and  the  east  end  of  Long-Island,  from  whence 
the  greatest  part  of  the  whale  oil  came  ;  and  that  it  was 
difficult  to  persuade  those  neoplc  that  they  belonged  to  that 
province,"  it  was  rcplieu,  tliat  there  appeared  to  be  no 
?ault  in  Connecticut  in  this  respect.    It  was  maintaioecit 
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that  the  inhabitants  bad  a  right  to  trade  where  they  pleas-  Book  I. 
ed,  if  it  were  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England.     It  al-  >^^^\rm^ 
so  was  pleaded,  thattnere  was  no  evidence,  that  they  had    1705. 
been  guilty  of  any  illegal  trade  or  practices ;  and  that  they 
were  a  poor  people,  and  carried  on  little  trade. 

In  a  letter  of  the  same  date  with  the  former,  his  lordship 
had  observed,  ^'  that  he  was  satisfied  this  vast  continent, 
which  might  be  made  very  useful  to  England,  if  right  mea- 
sures were  taken,  would  never  be  so,  till  all  the  propriety 
and  charter  governments  were  brought  under  the  crown.^'. 
To  this  it  was  replied,  that  this  might,  or  it  might  not  be 
the  case  :  that  the  same,  as  circumstances  might  be,  might 
be  said  of  all  the  charters  in  England.  It  was  however  m- 
sisted,  that  the  words  sounded  harsh,  and  faacl  an  ill  relish^ 

It  was,  however,  much  insisted  on,  that  the  attorney  and 
solicitor  general  had  reported,  ^^  that  her  majesty  might  ap- 
point a  governor  for  Connecticut."  To  this,  the  council 
for  the  colony  answered,  that  the  report  was  hypothetical, 
founded  on  the  supposition  that  the  colony  was  not  able  to 
defend  itself,  and  was  in  danger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of 
her  majesty's  enemies ;  but  that  there  wa9  no  evidence  of 
these  facts.  It  did  not  appear,  they  said,  that  Connecticut 
was  in  a  more  defenceless  state,  or  in  greater  danger  of 
becoming  a  prey  to  her  majesty's  enemies^  than  any  of  the 
other  colonies.  It  was  pleaded,  that  the  attorney  and  so- 
licitor general  had  not  reported,  that  either  of  these  was  the 
case,  and  therefore  their  opinion  could  not  be  made  a  plea 
for  sending  a  governor  to  Connecticut. 

Further,  it  was  strenuously  maintained,  that  it  was  an 
essential  right  of  every  individual  and  corporation,  to  be 
heard  before  they  were  condemned ;  and  that  the  governor 
and  company  of  Connecticut  ought  to  be  heard  upon  the 
articles  exhibited  against  them,  before  any  judgment  be 
formed  respecting  them.  It  was  observed,  that  governors, 
who,  by  enlarging  their  own  territories,  might  increase 
their  honors  and  profits,  were  apt  to  complain :  that  they 
were  under  peculiar  temptations,  especially  at  such  a  dis- 
tance, where  it  was  so  difficult  to  make  enquiry  and  obtain 
the  truth :  that  there  was  more  reason  to  suspect  the  gover- 
nors complaining,  than  the  governor  of  Connecticut,  who 
acted  witn  a  council  and  an  assembly.  It  was  therefore  af- 
firmed, that  there  was  every  reason,  that  the  colony  should 
be  heard  in  its  own  defence.  If  either  the  governor  of 
New-England  or  New-York  were  impeached,  and  the 
same  complaints  made  against  them,  said  the  counsel,  which 
they  have  brought  against  Connecticut,  her  majesty  would 
do  nothing  with  respect  to  them,  until  ihny  had  been  heard.  .  ^ 

C  *>. 
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Book  I.  ft  would  be  contrary  to  all  law  and  reason  ;  much  more 
c^^v-*^^  so,  to  treat  a  whole  colony  in  this  manner,  in  a  case  iir 
1705.  which  their  charter  might  be  forfeited,  and  their  fortunes 
ruined.  It  was  observed,  that  governors  appointed  during 
j)leasure,  often  committed  barbarous  acts  to  enrich  them- 
selves ;  and  that  they  had  nothing  to  lose  but  their  office ; 
whereas  the  colony  of  Connecticdt  was  of  great  substance, 
and  had  every  thing  to  lose  :  that  even  in  ordinary  cases, 
in  which  the  character  and  property  of  one  man  only  were 
concerned,  nothing  was  determined,  but  upon  sufficient  ev- 
idence, given  upon  oath,  and  that  it  could  never  be  reason- 
able to  condemn  a  colony  upon  mere  suggestions  :  that  it 
might  api>ear,  upon  a  full  examination,  that  the  governor  of 
Connecticut  was  much  better  qualified  to  govern,  than  the 
^^overuor  of  New- York  or  Massachusetts.  It  was  there- 
tore  pleaded,  that  the  articles  of  complaint  might  be  sent 
to  the  governor  and  company  of  Connecticut,  and  that  they 
might  have  an  opportunity  to  answer  for  themselves  :  that 
there  could  be  no  danger  in  this ;  and  if  any  irregularities 
bhould  be  found,  in  the  management  of  their  government, 
they  would  most  certainly  reform  and  obey  her  majesty^s 
commands.* 
llcrmajes-  Upon  this  full  hearing,  it  was  determined,  that  the  lords 
fy'sdeter-  of  trade  should  draw  out  the  principal  articles  of  complaint, 

Jwroctinc  ^"^  ^^^  ^  ^^Py  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  governor  of  Connecticut, 
Connect!-  2i"d  to  the  iwo  principal  complainants^  governor  Dudley, 
€ut,  Feb.    and  lord  Cornbury,  and  that  Connecticut  should  send  their 
12, 1705.    answer,  with  evidence  respecting  the  several  articles,  legal- 
ly taken,  and  sealed  with  the  public  seal  of  the  colony. 
Governor  Dudley  and  lord  Cornbury  were  also  directed  to 
transmit  their  evidence  of  the  articles  charged,    publicly 
and  legally  taken. 
Si™de?/M      ^y  ^'"^  means,  Dudley,  Cornbury,  and  their  abettors 
of  Dwiley'  ^\^^^  caught  in  their  own  snare,  their  selfishness  and  dupli- 
and  Corn-  city  wcrc  made  to  appear,  in  a  strong  point  of  Irgbt,  and 
bujy.        their  whole  scheme  at  once  totally  ruined*      They  were 
totally  unable  to  support  the  charges   which   they  had 
brought  against  the  colony-     At  the  same  time,  tiie  legis- 
lature of  Connecticut  could  produce  the  most  substantial 
evidence,  that  the  very  reverse  of  what  had  been  pretend- 
Factn  rc8-  ed,  -was  true.      I'hey  had  the  last,  and  this  year  between 
^wy.      ^^^  ?"^  ^'^  hundred  men  in  actual  service.     Four  hundred 
of  this  number  had  been  employed,  principally  in  the  de- 
fence of  Massachusetts  and  New- York.      The  committee 
of  war,  consisting  of  the  governor,  most  of  the  council,  and 

*  Case  of  Connecticut  stated,  and  pleadings  before  her  majestr.  Febro- 
ary  12th,  170S.  on  file.  ''     ^* 
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Other  principal  men  in  the  colony,  had  met,  with  officers  Booki.L 
andcomoiissioners  from  Massachusetts,  and  most  harmoDi-  s^^v^a^v* 
ously  united  with  them  in  opinion,  and  measures  for  ibe  llQB^ 
common  defence.  The  legislature  were  not  only  able  to 
prove  these  facts  from  the  records  of  the  colony,  and  from 
the  resolutions  of  the  committee  of  war,  but,  what  was  still 
more  confounding  to  governor  Dudley,  to  produce  a  letter 
pfhis,  under  his  own  hand  and  signature,  acknowledging 
their  generoeis  and  prompt  assistance  in  the  war,  and  thank- 
ing them  for  the  aid  which  they  had  given  him.*  They 
!>roduced  substantial  evidence,  that  when  Xhey  had  scarce- 
y  two  thousand  pouads,  in  circulating  medium,  in  the 
whole  colony,  they  had,  in  three  years,  expended  more 
than  that  sum,  in  the  defence  ofher  majesty^s  provinces  of 
Massachusetts  and  New-York.  They  were  able  to 
evince,  that  they  had  shewn  the  utmost  loyalty  and  attach- 
ment to  the  queen  ;  been  punctual  in  their  observance  oi* 
the  acts  of  trade  and  navigation  ;  had  not  been  pirates 
themselves,  nor  at  any  time  harboured  pirates,  deserters, 
servants,  or  criminals  among  them. 

With  respect  to  appeals  to  her  majesty,  the  legislature 
affirmed,  that  they  had  not  refused  to  admit  them,  only  in 
cases  in  which  proper  security,  or  sufficient  bondsmen  had 
not  been  offered.  In  the  appeals  of  major  Palms,  which 
seem  to  have  been  the  only  instances  of  which  complaint 
had  been  made,  the  court  judged,  that  the  security  offered 
was  insufficient.  The  men,  who  offered  themselves  to  be 
bound,  appeared  to  have  little  or  no  prcjperty.  As  to  the 
vexations  complained  of,  these  respected  the  obtaining  of 
copies  of  the  judgments  of  the  courts  in  his  case.  It  seems 
he  applied  to  the  assembly  for  them,  but  the  assembly  de- 
clined giving  them,  insisting,  that  it  was  not  their  province 
to  give  copies  of  the  doings  of  other  courts.  He  was  there- 
fore referred  to  the  courts  in  which  the  judgments  had  been 
given. 

In  the  appeals  of  major  Palms,  and  in  all  other  instanc- 
es, the  judgments  o/  the  courts  in  Connecticut  were  finally 
established.  Upon  a  full  examinatioQ  of  the  complaints, 
they  appeared  not  only  groundless,  but  invklious^  The 
loyalty,  justice,  and  honor  of  the  colony  appeared  more 
conspicuous  than  they  had  cTone  before  :  but  it  was  some 
time  before  the  evidence  of  the  true  state  of  the  case  could 
be  collected  and  transmitted  to  England* 

Meanwhile  Dudley  and  Cornbury  never  lost  sight  of 

*  They  were  able  to  produce  letters  of  thanks,  from  the  commanding  of- 
licers,  ministers,  and  principal  gentJemen  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  foe 
the  assistance  which  they  had  given  them.    Those  letters  are  now  on  &e^ 
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Book  I.  their  object,  but  vigorously  prosecuted  the  design  of  sub* 
N^^v-^^  verting  the  government.  There  had  been,  nearly  fifty 
1705.  years  before,  a  law  enacted  against  the  quakers,  buxit 
does  not  appear,  that  it  had  ever  been  acted  upon,  in  Con- 
necticut, and  Was,  at  that  time,  become  obsolete.  It  ap- 
pears, by  a  letter  of  the  governor's,  to  Sir  Henry  Ashurst, 
that  he  did  not  know  of  one  person,  then  in  the  colony,  who 
was  acknowledged  to  be  a  quaker.  But  governor  Dudley, 
by  some  means,  obtained  a  copy  of  the  law,  and  procured 
a  publication  of  it  in  Boston.  The  knowledge  of  it  was 
communicated  to  the  duakers  in  England,  and  they  were 
spirited  up  to  petition  for  a  repeal  of  the  law  of  Connecti- 
Qoakpn  cut  against,  the  quakers.  A  petition,  about  the  beginning 
Sei^ma"*^  of  April,  ivas  preferred  to  her  majesty,  on  the  subject,  re- 
jestj.  citing  said  law,  and  representing,  that  it  was  calculated  to 
extii-pate  their  fi'ierids  from  that  part  of  her  majesty's  do- 
minion, and  praying  that  she  would  disallow  the  said  law. 
Sir  Henry  Ashurst  presented  a  petition  to  the  lords  of 
trade  and  plantation,  to  whom  the  petition  of  the  quakert 
had  been  referred,  praying  them  to  advise  her  majesty  to 
tome  to  no  deteriiiination  on  the  subject,  until  the  colony 
shouM  have  notice  of  the  petition,  and  have  time  to  send 
their  answer.  He  represented,  that  the  law  was  made  a- 
|;ainst  Adamites  and  Ranters  :  That  it  was  become  obso- 
lete, and  quakers  lived  as  peaccvably  in  Connecticut,  as  in 
^ny  of  her  majesty's  plantations.  He  represented  to  their 
loraships,  that  there  had  been  more  complaints  exhibited 
against  this  poor  colony,  in  three  or  four  years,  without 
any  crime  proved,  than  had .  been  before  from  the  time  of 
its  first  settlement,  which  made  him  believe,  that  there  were 
disaffected  persons,  who  were  attempting,  by  all  means, 
to  make  thetti  weary  of  their  charter  government :  That  be- 
fore the  appointtnent  of  a  certain  governor  for  New-Eng- 
land, the  colony  had  enjoyed  uninterrupted  peace,  for  ma- 
ny years,  and  would  have  done  to  that  time,  had  it  not 
been  for  his  misrepresentations.  He  assured  them,  that  he 
had  been  informed,  that  governor  Dudley  bad,  about  tw» 
years  before,  brdered  the  act  against  the  quakers  to  be 

1)rinted,  in  Boston,  on  purpose,  that  the  quakers,  in  Eng- 
and,  might  join  with  his  other  instruments  in  ckiinOrs  a- 
gainst  Connecticut,  to  deprive  it  of  its  charter  privileges.* 
^  re-  Her  majesty,  upon  the  advice  of  the  lords  of  trade  and 

acu'^nst  P^^"^^^'p"s,  declared  the  act  against  the  quakers  null  aol 
(ftemf^°*  void,  without  giving  the  colony  a  hearing. 

Sir  Henry   Ashurst,  writing  to  the  colony   soon  after, 
says,  "  You  see  how  you  are  every  way  attacked," 
»  Pftjtjon  Oft  fife,  • 
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The  enemies  of  the  colony  in  Connecticut  and  New-  Book  I. 
England  were  no  less  active  than  those  on  the  other  side  of  s.^^>^^^^ 
the  water.     Ai  they  had  obtained  a  commission  for  the  tri-    1705. 
al  of  the  case  between  Connecticut  and  the  Moheagans, 
they  spared  no  pains  to  carry  their  point.     On  the  5th  ofg„^_^f 
Jnfy,  1705,  captain  John  Chandler,  in  behalf  of  Owaneco,  the  Mo- 
captflin  Samuel  Mason,  Hallam,  and  others,  who  interested  ^^^s^ 
themselves  in  recovering  the  lands  from  the  colony,  began  ^<'"'*^*'.^- 
the  survey  of  the  Moheagan  country,  and  having  accom- 
plished the  work,  drew  a  map  of  it,  with  a  view  to  the  trial, 
Defore  Dudley^s  court,  which  was  approaching.      The 
governor  sent  an  officer  and  prohibited  his  cntenng  upon 
the  survey  ;  but  the  party  gave  large  bonds  to  indemnify 
him,  and  he  proceed^  notwithstanding.     The  boundaries, 
as  surveyed  and  reported  by  Chandler,  captain  John  Parke, 
Edward  Culver,  and  Samuel  Sterry,   who  assisted  him, 
were,  on  the  south  from  a  large  rock,  in  Connecticut  river,  Bounda- 
near  eight  mile  island  in  the  bounds  of  Lyme,  eastward,  "^"* 
through  Lyme,  Ifew*London,  and  Groton,  to  Ah-yo-sup- 
suck,  a  pond  in  the  northeastern  part  of  Stonington  ;  on  thp 
east,  from  this  pond  northward,  to  Mah-man-suck,  another 
pond;  thence  to  Egunk-sanfc-a-poug,  whetstone  hills  ;  from 
thence  to  Man-hum-squeeg,  the  whetstone  country.    From 
this  boundary,  the  line  ran  southwest,  a  few  miles,  to  Ac- 
quicKik,  the  upper  falls  in  Quinibaug  river.     Thence  the 
line  ran,  a  little  north  of  west,  through  Pomfret,   Ashford, 
Willington,  and  Tolland,  to  Mo-shc-nup-suck,  the  notch  of 
the  mountain,  now  known  to  be  the  notch  in  Bolton  moun- 
tain.   From  thence  the  line  ran  southerly,  through  Bolton, 
Hebron,  and  East-Haddam,  to  the  first  mentioned  bounds. 
This,  it  appears,  was  the  Pequot  country,  to  the  whole  of 
which  the  Moheagans  laid  claim,  after  the  conquest  of  the 
Pequot  nation,  except  some  part  of  New-London,  Groton, 
and  Stonington,  which  had  been  the  chief  scat  of  that  war- 
like tribe.     The  Moheagans  claimed  this  tract  as  their  he- 
reditary country,   and  the  Wabbequasset  territory,  which 
lay  north  of  it,  they  claimed  by  virtue  of  conquest. 

On  the  2Sd  of  August,  1 705,  the  court  of  commission-  Dudley^i* 
evSy  appointed  by  her  majesty,  to  examine  into  the  affair  of  ^ourti  Au- 
the  Moneagan  lands,  convened  at  Stonington.     Writs  had  ^J^f^' 
been  previously  issued,  summoning  the  governor  and  com- 
pany, with  the  claimers  of  lands' in  controversy,   and  all 
parties  concerned;  to  attend  at  time  and  place.     The  court 
consisted  of  Joseph    Dudley,  Esq.   president,    Edward 
Palms,  Giles  Sylvester,  Jahleel  Brenton,  Nathaniel  By- 
neld,  Thomas  Hooker,  James  Avery,  John  Avery,  John 
l^orgau;  and  Thottas  LeffingwelK 


ter  lo  Uic 
court. 
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Book  I.      It  seems  that  the  governor  and  general  assembly  of  Con- 
v^^v^w/  nccticut  had  not  been  served  with  a  copy  of  the  commis- 
1705.    sion,  by  which  the  court  was  instituted,  and  viewed  it  as  a 
court  of  enquiry  onlyi  to  examiae  and  inake  report  to  her 
majesty,  and  not  to  try  and  determine  the  title  of  the  buds 
in  dispute.     The  committee,  appointed  by  the  assemUhry 
Instruc-     to  appear  before  the  court,  were  condiiionally  instructed. 
tioiis  to  the  Provided  the  court  was  instituted  for  enquiry  only,  they 
commit-     ^^^^  ^^  answcr  and  show  the  uoreasoaableDess  of  the  Mo- 
tce.  heagan  clqiims,  and  the  false  light  in  which  the  afiair  had 

been  represented  ;  but  if  the  design  waste  determine  with 
respect  to  the  title  of  the  colony,  they  were  directed  to  en- 
ter their  protest  against  the  court,  and  withdraw*  All  in- 
habitants  of  the  colony,  personally  interested  in  any  of  tfaa 
lands  in  controversy,  were  forbidden  to  plead  or  make  any 
answer  before  the  court. 

Governor  Winthrop  addressed  the  following  letter  to  the 
president. 
Governor  "  Ne w-Londop,  August  2 1  st,  1 705. 

Win-  *'  Sir, 

throp'pM-  "  I  understand,   by  your  excellency's  letter  of  July 

30tn,  your  intentions  to  be  at  Stonington,  on  the  23d  msL 
to  hear  the  complaints  of  Owaneco  against  this  govern- 
ment. 1  have,  therefore,  in  obedience  to  her  majesty's 
commands,  directed  and  empowered  William  Pitkin,  John 
Chester,  EleazarKlmberly,  Esquires,  major  William  Whi- 
ting, Mr.  John  Elliot,  and  Mr.  Richard  Lord,  to  wait  on 
your  excellency,  and  show  the  unreasonableness  of  those 
complaints,  and  the  unpardonable  affront  put  upon  her  ma- 
jesty, by  that  false  representation,  and  tne  great  trouble 
to  yourself  thereby ;  and  I  conclude,  in  a  short  hearing, 
your  excellency  will  be  able  to  represent  to  her  majesty, 
that  those  complaints  arc  altogether  groundless.  The 
gentlemen  shall  assist  your  excellency's  enquiry,  in  sum- 
moning such  persons  as  you  shall  please  to  desire,  and  all 
tilings  else,  reserving  the  honor  and  privileges  of  the  gov- 
ernment." 

When  the  committee  came  before  the  court,  they  per- 
ceived that  they  determined  to  try  the  title  of  the  colony 
to  the  lands,  and  judicially  to  decide  the  whole  controver- 
sy. They  resolved,  therefore,  not  to  make  any  answer  or 
plea  before  them,  but  to  protest  against  their  proceedings. 
The  protest  is  entered  as  foiloweth : 

"  To  his  Excellency,  Joseph  Dudley,  Esquire,  captain- 
general  and  governor  in  chief  of  her  majesty's  colony 
of  Massachusetts  Bay,  &c« 
"V/e,  the  commissipners  of  her  majesty's  colony  q£ 
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Connecttcat,   are  obliged,  by  our  insdructions  from  this  Book  I. 
government,  to  certify  your  excellency,  that,  in  obedience  s^^v^%^ 
to  her  majesty's  .CQMUBands  to  this  colony,  we  are  ready  to    1705. 
show  the  injusticp  of  .those  complaints  against  the  govern-  Protest 
JDsent,  made  by  Ovmieco,  to  her  majestV,  in  council,  if  your  ^«^>"^^ 
excellency  sees  good  tbat  the  complaints  be  produced,  fn^of  the 
(provided  the  commissioners,  mentioned  in  her  majesty's  court, 
commission,  with  your  elcellency,  be  qualified  to  act  as 
members  of  the  court  of  ioquiry  constituted  thereby,)  that 
so  your  iezcelleocv  and  commissioners  may,  upon  inquiry, 
be  enabled  to  make  such  a  true  and  just  report  of  the  mat- 
ters of  fact,  mentioned  in  said  complaints  to  her  majesty, 
as  you  shall  see  meet.  But  if  your  excellency,  (as  appears 
to  08,)  does  construe  any  expressions  in  the  said  commis- 
sion, so  as  to  empower  the  said  commissioners,  by  them- 
selves, to  inquire  and  judicially  determine  concerning  the 
matter  in  controversy,  mentioned  in  the  said  complaint, 
concerning  the  title  of  land  or  trespass,  and  do  resolve  to 
proireed  accordingly,  as  we  cannot  but  judge  it  to  be  con- 
trary to  her  majesty's  most  just  and  legal  intentions,  in 
said  commission ;  so  we  must  declare  against  and  prohibit 
all  such  proceedings,  as  contrary  to  law  and  to  the  letters 
patent  under  the  great  seal  of  England,  granted  to  this  her 
majesty's  colony,  and  contrary  to  her  majesty's  order  to 
this  government,  concerning  the  said  commission  and  com- 
plaint, as  well  as  to  the  known  rights  of  her  majesty's  sub- 
jects, throuefaout  all  her  dominions,  and  such  as  we  cannot 
allow  of.     We  only  add,  that  it  seems  strange  to  us,  that 
your  excellency  should  proceed  in  such  a  manner,  without 
first  communicating  your  commission  to'thc  general  assem- 
bly of  this  her  majesty's  colony. 

"William  Pitkin,  &c. 
"  August  24th,  1 705." 

The  inhabitants  who  had  deeds  of  the  lands  in  contro- 
versy, made  default,  as  well  as  the  colony;  but  the  court 
t>roceeded  to  an  ex  parte  hearing.     Owancco,  Mason,  Ilal- 
am,  and  their  council,  produced  such  papers  and  evidence, 
and  made  such  representations  as  they  pleased,  without 
any  person  to  confront  them.     After  such  a  partial  hear-  Jud^'mcnt 
ing,  of  one  day  only,  the  court  determined  against  the  colo-  ii"<J  pro- 
ny,  and  adjudged  to  Owaneco  and  the  Moheagans  a  tract  *''-*-*^'"KY*' 
of  land  called  Massapeag,  lying  in  the  town  of  New-Lon- 
don ;  and  another  tract,  of  about  eleven  hundred  acres,  in 
the  northern  'part  of  the  town,  which  the  assembly  h:ul 
granted  as  an  addition  to  that  township,  in  170.5.     The 
court,  also,  adjudged  to  them  a  tract  in  the  town  of  Lyme, 
two  miles  in  breadth,  and  nine  miles  in  length,  with  l\\r 
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Book  L  whole  tract  contained  in  the  town  of  Colchester.  The 
N^^v^^/  court  ordered  Connecticut  immediately  to  restore  all  those 
1705.  lands  to  Owaneco,  and  filed  a  bill  of  cost  against  the  colony 
of  5731.  12s.  8d.*  Thus  a  cause  of  such  magnitude,  in 
which  the  essential  interests  of  a  whole  colony,  and  tlie 
fortunes  of  hundreds  of  individuals,  were  concerned,  was 
carried  wholly  by  intrigue  and  the  grossest  misrepresenta- 
tions. The  commission  was  granted  by  her  majesty,  whol- 
ly upon  an  ex  parte  hearine,  upon  the  representation  of  the 
enemies  of  the  colony;  and  the  men  who  carried  on  the  in- 
trigue, were  appointed  judges  in  their  own  case.  Without 
hearing  the  case,  contrary  to  all  reason  and  justice,  they 
gave  judgment  against  the  colony,  and  hundreds  of  indi* 
yiduals.  They  gave  away  lands  holden  by  conquest,  pur- 
chase, ancient  deeds  from  the  original  proprietors,  well 
executed  and  recorded,  by  charter,  acts,  and  patents  frooi 
the  assembly,  and  by  long  possession.  The  chief  judge 
had  been  using  all  his  art  and  influence  to  ruin  the  colony, 
and  was  now  supposed  to  be  scheming  for  a  portion  of  iti 
lands,  as  well  as  for  the  government.  Major  Palms  bad 
been  a  long  time  in  controversy  with  the  colony,  was  ex- 
ceedingly embittered  against  it,  and  against  the  governor, 
his  brother  in  law.  Others  of  the  commissioners  were 
supposed  to  be  confederate  with  Mason  and  Clarke,  and 
interested  in  the  lands  in  controversy.  Ha  Ham,  Clarke, 
and  several  of  the  commissioners  were  witi^esses  in  the 
case.  They  were  witnesses  and  judges  in  their  own  cause, 
heard  themselves,  and  no  others.  Owaneco  was  placed, 
in  state,  on  the  right  hand  of  the  president,  and  the  colony 
were  treated  worse  than  criminals,  with  dishonour  and 
contempt.t 

After  the  court  had  given  judgment  against  the  colony, 
on  the  24th  of  August,  they  spent  three  days  in  bearing 
such  complaints  as  Owaneco,  Mason,  and  other  persons 
interested  in  the  lands,  or  inimical  to  the  colony,  were 
pleased  to  make.  When  they  had  heard  all  the  complaints 
and  misrepresentations  which  they  had  to  make,  they  re- 
presented to  her  majesty,  that  Owaneco  complained  he 
was  disseised  of  a  tract  of  land,  containing  aoout  seven 
thousand  acres,  called  Mamaquaog,  Iving  northward  of 
Windham ;  of  another  tract  called  Phiinneld,  and  consider- 
able skirls  and  parcels  of  land,  encroached  upon  and  taken 
in,  by  the  towns  of  Lebanon,  Windham,  and  Canterbury. 
The  court  prohibited  all  her  majesty's  subjects  from  enter- 
ing upon,  or  improving  any  of  those  lands,  until  a  further 

^-'  Moheafi^an  case,  in  priat. 

i  Petition  to  her  majesty,  priated  «  Mobea{^  trial. 
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hearing  and  detertaiaation  of  the  case.    Further,  in  ifae  6o<Ht  h 
plenitude  of  theif  power,  they  appointed  captain  Jobti  Ma-  s^^'^s/"^ 
son  to  be  trustee,  or  guardian,  to  Owaneco  and  his  people,    1706« 
itf^^l^  ll^lJlMige  ail  their  affairs*     They  representea,  from 
tbe^wtiee  of  major  James  Fitch  and  captain  John  Ma- 
Bito^  .0ikt  the  colony  had  left  the  Indians  no  land  to  plant 
on,  and  that  they  consisted  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  warriors, 
one  hundred  of  whom  had  been  in  the  actual  service  of  the 
country  tliMirery  year.* 

These  ticidi^ns  were  enlisted  and  sent  out  by  the  colony 
of  Conoecticyt,  aod  went  as  cheerfully  into  service  this 
year,  as  tbey  had  done  at  any  time  before.  This  gave 
dtmoii&irative  evidence,  that  there  was  no  general  uneasi- 
neM  among  the  Mofaeagans.  Had  there  been,  two  thirds 
t)f  their  watriort  would  not  have  enFisted  into  the  service 
of  the  government.  Indeed,  Owaneco  himself  was  not  un- 
teasy  onlv  at  turns,  when  the  Masons,  Clarke,  Fitch,  Hal* 
lam,  and  others,  made  him  so ;  who  were  scheming  to  de- 
prive him  and  the  Moheagans  of  their  lands. 

So  far  was  it  from .  bcin^  true,  that  Connecticut  had 
injured  them,  or  taken  their  lands  from  them^  they  had 
treated  them  with  great  kindness,  defended  them  by  their 
^rms,  and  at  their  own  expense,  and  prevented  their  being 
swallowed  up  bv  their  enemies.  They  had  left  them  ^ 
^ne  tract  of  land,  of  between  four  and  five  thousand  acres, 
between  New-London  and  Norwich ;  and  both  in  the  grant 
and  patent  to  New- London,  there  was  an  express  reserva- 
tion of  all  the  rights  and  property  of  the  Indians.!  The 
colony  had  not  omy  reserved  lands  for  the  Moheagans,  but 
for  all  other  Indians  in  it,  to  plant  upon.  They  suffered 
them  to  hunt,  fish,  and  fowl,  in  all  parts  of  it,  and  even  to 
build  their  wigwams,  and  cut  such  wood  and  timber  as 
they  needed,  in  any  of  their  uninclosed  lands. 

Dudley^s  court,  having  finished  such  business  as  was 
agreeable  to  its  wishes,  adjourned  until  the  ne)ct  May ;  but 
it  never  ibet  again.     Before  that  time,  the  intrigue  and 
duplicity  of  governor  Dudley  and  the  malcontents,   be- 
came so  evident,  that  all  their  designs  were  frustrated. 
-    The  assembly,  at  their  Session  in  October,  appointed  a  Th«ii^ 
committee  to  examine  into  all  matters  respecting  the  In- •^"•'T^ 
dians,  and  the  complaints  which  had  been  made  against  ^m^iJiiM 
the  colony,  and,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  transmit  a  particu-  to  repra- 
larand  full  answer  to  their  agent.     They  were  instructed  "«?tth«tl. 
fully  to  acquaint  him  with  a  true  statement  of  the  Mohea-  ^^^ 

*  Proceedings  atad  jndgBeat  of  Ihe  coart  hi  print,  Mobeagan  ctae,  p.  S6  ^^^^ 
to  67. 
t  Records  ofthe  (rotonjTi  And  MtoK^^  t^MB^  ii|)iiit 
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Book  I.  gan  case,  and  of  the  whole  management  of  Dudley  and  his 
N«#rN/-i^  court.     They  were  to  represent,  that  Dudley,  Palms,  and 
1705.    others  of  the  commissioners,  were  interested,  and  parties 
in  the  cause,  and  to  insist,  that  the  manner  in  wjiich  the  . 
commission   was   procured,   to  governor  Dudley,  major 
Palms,  and  others,  was  matter  of  intrigue,  and  the  whole 
process  arbitrary  and  illegal. 
Sir  Henry      •^V*  Henry  Ashurst,  on  receiving  the  papers  relative  to 
Aahurst      the  case,  presented  a  petition  to  her  majesty,  representing 
petitions    j^g  ii||^  of  the  colony  to  all  the  lands  ia  controversy,  by 
er  majei-  ^Q^q^vj^^  purchase,  royal  charter,  long  possession  and  imr 
provement :  That  Uncas,  wbet\  the  English  became  first 
acquainted  with  him,  was  a  revolted  Pequot,  expelled  his 
country,  and  had  not  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  make  a^ 
hunt ;  and  that  the  lands  reserved  to  him,  were  not  reserved 
to  him  in  consequence  of  any  right  of  bis,  but  was  a  matter 
of  mere  permission:  That  Joseph  Dudley,  Esq.  Hallam, 
Palms,  tne  Averys,  Morgan,  and  Leffingwell,  had  grants 
of  several  parts  of  the  controverted  lands,  and,  in  their 
own  names,  or  in  the  name  of  John  Mason,  were  attempt- 
ing to  set  up  their  titles  to  them  :  That  Dudley  and  HaK 
1am,  by  misrepresentation,  had  obtained  a  commission  from 
her  majesty,  by  surprise,  under  the  great  seal  of  England, 
directed  to  the  said  Dudley,  Palms,  the  two  Averys,  Mor- 

{;an,  Leffingwell,  and  others,  most  of  whom  were  of  Dud- 
ey's  and  Hallam^s  denomination,  and  under  his  influence ; 
and  that  in  the  court,  thus  instituted,  they  were  the  accu- 
sers, parties,  and  judges  :  That  they  had  assumed  to  thenk- 
selves  jurisdiction,  in  a  summary  way,  to  try  her  majesty's 
petitioners'  titles  to  their  lands,  and  to  evict  and  disseise 
them  of  their  freeholds,  properties,  and  ancient  posses- 
sions, without  any  legal  process,  or  so  much  as  the  form  of 
a  trial.     This,  it  was  represented,  tended  to  the  destruction 
of  all  the  rights  of  the  colony,  and  was  directly  contrary  to 
divers  acts  of  parliament,  made  and  provided  in  such  ca- 
ses.   The  agent,  therefore,  in  behalf  of  the  colony,  appeal- 
ed from  the  judgment  of  said  court  to  her  majesty,  in  coun- 
cil, and  prayed  that  the  case  might  be  heard  before  her** 
C^ectr-       fn  consequence  of  this  petition,  her  majesty,  some  time 
irfRlways  after,  appointed  a  commission  of  review.     The  affair  was 
^^her     jjppj  in  agitation  nearly  seventy  years.     It  was  always, 
upon  a  legal  hearing,  determined  in  favour  of  the  colony. 
^  The  final  decision  was  by  king  George  the  third,  in  council* 

Adjodica-  The  commissioners  of  review^  in  1743,  not  only  deter- 
tion  of  the  mined  the  title  of  the  lands  to  be  in  the  colony  of  Connecti- 
Ti^w,  '^^^  but  "That  the  govtemor  and  company  had  treated  At 
1743.  *  Petition  in  print,  Mobcagancas«,  p.  15^—157, 
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said  Indians  with  much  humanity,  at  all  tjmcs*,  and  had,  Boor  I. 
at  all  tftnes,  provided  them  with  a  sufficiency,  at  least,  of  v,^->/'>^ 
Jands  to  plant  on;  and  that  no  act,  or  thing,  appeared',    1705. 
either  before  the  judgment  'of  Joseph  Dudley,  Esq.  or 
since,  by  which  they,  the  said  governor  and  company,  had 
taken  from  the  Indians,  or  from  their  sachem,  any  tracts  of 
land,  to  which  the  Indiaos  or  their  sachem  had  any  right, 
by  reservation,  or  otherwise,  either  in  law  or  ^^equity."* 
The  proceedings  of  the  several  courts  of  review,  ;||pd  the 
pleadings  before  them  and  his  majesty,  in  council,  will 
most  properly  be  noticed  in  the  time  of  them,  and  will  not 
be  anticipated  in  this  volume. 

The  agent  of  the  colony  petitioned  her  majesty,  in  its 
behalf,  to  hear  the  complaints  exhibited  by  governor  Dud- 
ley and  his  accomplices,  that  it  might  have  an  opportunity 
of  demonstrating  how  false  and  groundless  they  were.    He  * 

also  prayed,  that  as  Dudley  had  surprised  her,  to  grant  a 
commission  of  high  powers  to  the  subversion  of  the  rights 
of  her  loyal  subjects,  and  contrary  to  her  gracious  inten- 
tions towards  them,  and  had  abused  her  name  and  authori- 
ty to  serve  his  own  dark  designs,  that  her  majesty  would^ 
in  some  exemplary  manner,  discountenance  the  said  Dud- 
ley and  his  abettors. 

However,  it  does  not  appear,  that  Dudley,  or  lord  Corn- 
bury,  were  ever  obliged  to  bring  forward  any  evidence  in 
support  of  the  charges  which  they  had  exhibited,  or  that 
her  majesty,  by  any  public  act,  discountenanced  their  in- 
trigue and  falsehood.  They  had  such  powerful  friends  at 
court,  that  they  seem  to  have  palliated,  and  kept  the  affair, 
as  far  as  possible,  out  of  public  view ;  and  it  set^ms  to  have 
been  passed  by  without  any  further  examination. 

There  was  no  alteration  made  in  the  legislature,  at  the  Maj, 
election  in  1706.  I'^Wt 

The  assembly  adopted  the  same  measures,  for  the  de- 
fence of  Connecticut  and  the  neighbouring  colonies,  which 
they  had  done  the  year  preceding.  The  same  officers 
were  appoifited,  and  the  same  number  of  men  sent  into 
the  field. 

The  colony  had  assurances  from  their  agent.  Sir  Henry  ^j^, 
Ashurst,  that  they  had  a  clear  right  to  command  their  own 
militia ;  that  the  governors  of  the  neighbouring  colonies 
had  no  right  to  command  their  men,  or  money ;  and  that 
this  was  the  opinion  of  the  best  copncil  in  the  nation.  He 
assured  them,  that  they  were  under  no  obligations  to  them, 
to  do  any  thing  more,  than  to  furnish  such  quotas  as  her 
inajesty  should  require. 

*  Judgment,  in  print,  Moheagancasej  p<  140*. 
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Book  L     Connedicut  bad  done  much  more  than  this^  both  in  th« 

N-r-v-%^  reign  of  king  William  and   queen  Anne.     Nevertheless, 

)  706»    Botwitbstandmg  the  abusive  treatmeot  of  governor  Dudley, 

lord  Cornbury,  and  their  associates  in  mischief,  and  the 

f^reat  expense  which  had  been  brought  upon  tbena,  not  on- 
y  by  the  war,  but  in  consequence  of  the  defence  which 
their  agent  had  been  obliged  to  make  for  them,  in  England, 
such  was  their  zeal  for  her  majesty's  service,  and  their 
concern  and  good  will  for  their  sister  colonies,  that  they 
exerted  themselves  no  less  for  their  defence,  than  if  thej 
had  been  under  the  command  of  their  respective  govern- 
ors. It  was  declared  to  her  majesty,  that  had  this  been  tha 
case  they  could  have  dqjie  no  more. 
Act  for  ^x  ilxe  session  in  Octbber,  the  assembly  passed  the  fol- 

Iwlaw-    '^^^'^g  ^^'  *^  favor  of  the  clergy,  "  That  all  the  minister^ 

ritof  of  the  gospel  that  now  are,  or  hereafter  shall  be  settled  i» 
ci^rgy^  this  colony,  during  the  continuance  of  their  public  service 
Cp^  17W.  J^  ^jjg  gospel  ministry,  shall  h^vc  their  estates,  lying  in  the 
same  town  where  they  dwell,  and  all  the  polls  belonging  to 
their  several  familes  exempted,  and  they  are  hereby  ex- 
<nftpted  and  freed  from  being  entered  in  the  public  Usts 
and  payment  of  rates."  By  virtue  of  this  act,  for  the  en- 
couragement of  the  clergy  of  this  colony,  they  have  aU 
wayS)  from  that  to  the  present  time,  been  exempted  from 
taxation.* 

The  colony,  at  this  period,  was  in  very  low  circumstan^ 
ces.  Its  whole  circulating  cash  amounted  only  to  about 
two  thousand  pounds.  Such  had  been  its  expense  in  the 
war,  and  in  defending  itself  against  the  attempts  of  its  tn^ 
emies,  in  England  and  America,  that  the  legislature  ha4 
been  obliged  to  levy  a  tax,  in  about  three  years,  of  naore 
.  than  two  shillings  on  the  pound,  on  the  whole  list  of  the 
colony.  The  taxes  were  laid  and  collected  in  graiQ,pQirfc^ 
beef,  and  other  articles  of  country  pi^oduce*  These  com- 
modities were  transported  to  Boston  and  the  WesUtndies, 
s^ud  by  this  means  'money  amd  bills  of  exchange  were  ob- 
taioecf,  to  pay  the  bilk  drawn  upon  the  colony,  ia  Eng« 
land,  and  to  discharge  its  debts  at  home.  These  low  ciri 
, .  cumstances,  these  qiisrepresentatioiiA,  abuse,  and  daiigers, 
^  *  fl^om  their  enemies,  our  venerable  ancestors  endured  wkjt 
an  exemplary  patieoce  ^nd  magnanimity.  Under.  iIm 
pressure  of  all  this  expense  and  danger,  they  cheerfuUji 
supported  the  gospel  ministry  and  ordinaiices,  in  their  reih 

S active  towns  and  parishes.    The?  contemplated  Iheir 
angers  and  deliveraAce^  with  wonqer  and  tbanksgivilng^ 

*  The  legislature  bad  before  released  th^ir  perseiM  from  taxatioB,  b«t 
pot  the|r  families  aod  es^l^jk 
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rejoiced  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  jprivileg^,  and  in  the  Book  !• 
idivine  care  and  beneficence.  n,^*v^%/ 

1707. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

7%«  courUry  is  alarmed.  Means  of  defence.  The  assemUy 
decline  the  affording  of  any  assistance  in  the  expedition  a^ 
gainst  Port  Royal.  Grant  assistance  to  the  frontier  towns. 
•ATezv  townships  granted  and  settled.  The  Rev.  Gurdon 
Saltonstall  chosen  governor..  Act  empowering  the  free- 
men to  choose  the  governor  from  among  themselves  at 
large.     Acts  relative  to  the  settlement  of  the  boundarjf  9- 

line  with  Massachusetts.  Garrisons  erected  in  the  towns 
on  the  frontiers.  Expedition  against  Ctmada.  First 
emission  of  paper  money.  Address  to  her  majesty.  Loss 
of  the  colony  at  Wood  Creek.  Expedition  against  Port 
Koyal.  Expedition  against  Canada  under  the  command 
of  admiral  Walker  and  general  Nicholson.  Fleet  cast 
away  and  the  enterprise  defeated.  The  colony  petition 
her  majesty^  and  send  the  only  pilot  from  Connecticut^  to 
England^  to  represent  to  her  majesty  the  loss  of  the  fleet 
truly  as  it  was.  Acts  respecting  the  swperior  court.  Set- 
tlement  of  ike  boundary  line  between  Massachusetts  and 
ConnectictU,  Reasons  why  the  colony  consented  to  stick 
0L  settlement*  Return  of  peace.  The  colony  happy  in  th^ 
the  frtservation  of  tiuir frontiers.  Towns  settled  tmder 
Massachfusitts,    State  of  the  colony.     Observations, 

SUCH  reports  of  the  preparations  of  the  French  and  In-  RepoHf  of 
dians,  to  make  a  descent  upon  some  part  of  New-  ao  expedi* 
England,  were  spread  abroad,  about  the  beginning  of  ^f^e^®*^?™ 
^ear  1707,  as  gave  a-  general  alarm  to  the  country.     On  ja^the^ 
the  6th  of  February,  1707,  a  council  of  war,  consisting  of  countrj. 
the   governor,  most   of  the  council,  and  a  considerable 
number  of  the  chief  military  officers  in  the  colony,  con« 
vened  at  Hartford,    A  letter  was  received  from  deputv 
governor  Treat,  and  another  from  major  Schuvler  at  Al- 
bany, giving  intelligence,  that  the  French,  and  Indiana  in 
their  interest,  were  about  to  make  a  descent  upon  New- 
England.     Information  was  also  communicated,  that  sus- 
.picions  were  entertained,  that  the  Pohtatuck  and  Owian- 
tiock  Indians  designed  to  ioin  the  French  and  Indians  froia 
panada. 
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Book  L      The  committee  resolved,  that  the  western  frontier  towns, 
•^^^N^-w  Simsbury,  Waterbury,  Woodbury,  and  Danbury,  should 
1707.     be  fortified  with  all  possible  dispatch.     As  Waterbury  had 
Measures    sustained  great   losses,   by  inundations,  it  was  resolved, 
adopted     f^^  jj^^jp   encouragement  to  fortify  their  houses  well,  that 
common     ^^^  governor  and  council  would  use  their  influence  with  the 
Aa/etj.       assembly,  that  their  country  rates   should  be  abated*     It 
was  resolved,  that  each  of  these  four  towns  should  keep  a 
scout  of  two  faithful  men,  to  be  sent  out  every  day,  to  dis- 
cover the  designs  of  the   enemy,    and  give  intelligence 
should  they  maKe  their  appearance  near  the  frontier  towns. 
To  prevent  damages  from  the  Pohtatuck  and  Owiantuck 
Indians,  captain  John  Minor  and  Mr.  John  Sherman  were 
appointed  to  remove  them  to  Stratford  and  Fairfield.     If 
by  reason  of  sickness  or  any  other  cause  they  could  not  be 
removed,  it  was  ordered,  that  a  number  of  their  chief  men 
should  be  carried  down  to  those  towns,  and  kept  as  host* 
ages  to  secure  the  fidelity  of  the  rest. 
Special  as-      On  the  second  of  April,  a  special  assembly  was  conven- 
if  "-i'Ih     ®^  '"  consequence  of  letters  from  governor  Dudley.     He 
^"      '    kad  proposed  to  send  an  army  of  a  thousand  men  against 
L^ Acadia,  and  requested  Connecticut  to  join  with  Massa- 
..  chusetts  in  the  expedition. 

^*)^^.  After  the  affair  had  been  maturely  considered,  the  as* 

aemhij      sembly  determined  pot  to  comply  with  the  proposal.     The 

will  not      reasons  given  were,  that  they  had  not  been  consulted,  nor 

expedi-  ^  ^^^  opportunity  to  consent  to  the  expedition :  That  they 

lion  to       did  not  understand   that  the   neighbouring  colonies,  who 

L'Acadia.  ^rere  equally  interested  in  the  expedition,  with  themselves, 

were  called  upon,  or  had  consented  to  do  any  thing ;  and, 

that  the  vast  expense  of  defending  the  county  of  Hampshire 

and  their  own  frontiers,  incapacitated  them  to  join  in  the 

enterprise. 

Court  of        At  the  general  election  this  year,  the  governor  and  conih 

wt^^s"'     ^*'  ^^""^  ^'  re-elected. 

I7(n. '  Upon  the  petition  of  John  Pratt,  Robert  Chapman,  John 

Clark,  and  Stephen  Post,  appointed  a  committee  in  behalf 

Hebron      of  the  legatees  of  Joshua  Uncas,*  the  assembly  granted  a 

made  a      township  which  th^ey  named  Hebron*    The  sett^ment  of 

^"^        the  town  began  in  June,   1704.     The   first  people  who 

made  settlements  in    the  town  were  William  Shipman, 

Timothy  Phelps,    Samuel  Filer,  Caleb  Jones,   Stephen 

*  Bj  the  last  will  of  said  Uncas,  all  the  lands  in  Hebron  were  beqnealb- 
ed  to  ThomaB  Buckingham,  Esq.  WilHaita  Shipman  and  others,  called  tbt 
Saj brook  legatees,  except  about  2,600  acres  at  the  northeast  comer,  anl, 
about  4,000  acres  at  the  south  end  of  the  town.    There  were  also  aboi^' 
760  within  the  parish  of  Marlborough.    These  laads  weie  cHumed  hj 
Mason. 


^^M 
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Post,  Jacob  Root,  Samuel  Curtis,  Edward  Sawyer,  Jo-  Book  I. 
seph  Youngs,  and  Benoni  Trumbull.     They  were  from  v-^'-vy--^/ 
Windsor,  Saybrook,  Long-Island,  and  Northampton.     The     1 707. 
settlement,  at  first,  went  on  but  slowly ;  partly,  by  reason 
of  opposition  made  by  Mason  and  the  Moheagans,  and 
partly,  by  reason  of  the  extensive  tracts  claimed  by  pro- 
prietors,  who  made  no  settlements.     Several  acts  of  the 
assembly  were  ipade,  and  committees  appoirUed  to  encou- 
rage and  assist  the  planters.     By  these  means  they  so  in- 
creased io  numbers  and  wealth  that  in  about  six  or  seven 
years  ihey  were  enabled  to  erect  a  meeting-house  and  set- 
tle a  minister  among  them. 

At  the  session  in  October,  the  assembly  granted  a  town-  oct.  9tbr 
ship  to  Nathan  Gould,  Peter  Burr,  captain  John  Wake- 
xnan,  Jonathan  Sturges,  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Fairfield,  bounded  southerly  on  Danbury,  easterly  on 
New-lVfilford,  and  westerly  upon  the  colony  line.  It  ex- 
tended fourteen  miles  northward  from  Danbury.  It  was 
afterwards  named  New-Fairfield.  The  war,  for  several 
years,  prevented  all  attempts  for  the  settlement  of  this 
tract. 

As  the  frontier  towns  had  exhibited  much  zeal  in  fortify- 
ing themselves  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  governor 
and  council,  the  assembly  made  them  a  liberal  compensa- 
tion. 

About  this  time  the  colony  sustained  a  great  loss  in  the  Special  as- 
death  of  the  honorable  Fitz  John  Winthrop,  Esq.t  and  a  ^""'^^f^tu 
special  assembly  was  convoked  on  the  1 7th  of  December,  1707'.      ' 
by  deputy  governor  Treat,  at  New-Haven,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  electing  another  governor.     The  assembly  order- 
ed, that  the  votes  of  both  houses  should  be  mixed  before 
they  were  sorted  and  counted,   and  that  the  majority  of 
voles  should  determine  the  choice.     Upon  counting  the  to^itall' 
votes,  the  Reverend  Gurdon  Saltonstall  was  declared  to  chosen 
be  chosen  governor.  governor. 

Four  of  the  magistrates,  the  speaker  of  the  house,  with 
three  of  the  other  deputies,  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
acquaint  him  with  the  choice,  and  solicit  his  acceptance  of 

• 

t  lie  was  the  son  of  the  honorable  John  Winthrop,  Esq.  the  first  gov- 
ernor of  Connecticut,  under  the  charter.  His  birth  was  at  Ipswich,  in 
Massachusetts,  1638.  Upon  the  assumption  of  the  charter,  May,  1689, 
he  was  chosen  into  the  magistracy.  In  1690,  he  was  appointed  major 
general  of  the  land  army  designed  against  Canada.  On  the  dispute  rela- 
tive to  the  command  of  the  militia,  he  was  sent  agent,  for  the  colony,  to  the 
British  court,  1694.  After  his  return,  May,  1698,  he  was  chosen  govern* 
or,  and  was  annually  re-chosen  during  his  life.  Hq  died  November27tb| 
nin,  in  the  69th  year  of  his  age. 

He  appears)  to  have  boen  a  popular  gentleman,  and  to  have  sustained  a 
character  without  blemish; 
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Book  I.  th^  important  trust  to  which  he  had  been  chosen.  A  letter 
v.^-v-^^  was  aadressed  to  him  by  the  assembly,  desirine  hinft  to  ac- 
1707.  cept  of  the  choice  which  they  had  made,  and,  with  the 
committee  appointed  to  wait  on  him,  to  answer  the  letters 
of  their  agent,  and  transact  whatever  the  exigencies  of  the 
government  might  require.  A  letter  was  also  addressed  t^ 
his  church  and  congregation  at  New-London,  acquainting 
them  with  the  call,  which  the  assembly  imagined  Mr.  Saf 
tonstall  had  to  leave  the  ministry,  and  to  dispose  them  10 
submit  to  such  a  dispensation. 

The  magistrates,  upon  Mr.  SaUonstall's  acceptance  of 
the  trust  to  which  he  had  been  chosen,  were  directed  to 
administer  to  him  the  oath  of  the  governor,  and  the  oath 
respecting  trade  and  navigation. 
iITTt^s        ^"  ^^  ^^^^  °^  January,  1708,  governor  Saltonstall  ac- 
*  *       '   ceptcd  of  his  office,  and  took  the  oaths  appointed  by  law. 
This  assembly  repealed  the  law  which  required,  that  the 
governor  should  always  be  chosen  from  among  the  magis^ 
trates  in  nomination,  and  gave  liberty  for  the  freemen  ta 
elect  him  from  among  themselves  at  large. 
Election,        At  the  election.  May  13th,  1708,  governor  SaltonstaB 
*JJay  13th,  ^,g^g  chosen  governor  by  the  freemen.      Nathan  Gtrald, 
Esq.  was  elected  deputy- governor.*    The  former  magis- 
trates were  re-chosen,  and  Mr.  John  Haynes,  for  the  fest 
time,  was  elected  one  of  the  council.     The  former  treasar- 
er  and  secretary  were  re-chosen. 

A  township  was  granted,  in  the  course  of  this  session,  at 
Pohtatuck,  afterwards  named  Newtown. 
Act  for  Connecticut,  for  a   long  course  of  years,  had  been  at 

S!e*io*^ab-  E^^^^  trouble  and  expense,  in  attempting  the  settlement  of 
itaotsof  the  boundary  line  betweeen  this  colony  and  Massachv- 
WiodBor  setts.  The  inhabitants  of  Windsor  andSimsbury  hdd  heea 
fi"ld^'*d  ^^^^^  exceedingly  injured,  in  their  persons  and  property, 
tfxiog  the  '^y  ^^^  people  of  Suffield  and  Enfield,  especially  by  the 
line  be-  former.  They  had  not  only  encroached  upon  their  lands 
tween        ^nd  cut  down  their  timber,  but  often  seixed  upon  their  tar 

Maisachu-  * 

*  The  honorable  Robert  Treat,  Efq.  being,  at  this  period,  eightj-six 
yearn  of  as:e,  retired  from  the  .<rene  of  public  action.  He  had  been  tfafw 
years  a  magistrate,  and  thirty-two  years  goTcraor,  or  depuly-goTcroor  a{ 
thr  colony,  lie  was  elected  magistrate,  May,  1673,  depoty-goTenm^ 
1676,  and  governor,  in  1683.  To  this  office  be  was  annually  elected,  fifteei 
Tears,  until  1698  :  he  wasthon  chosen  deputy-governor  until  the  year  lUK* 
He  died  about  two  years  after,  July  12th,  1710,  in  the  85th  year  of  tti 
age.  Few  men  have  sustained  a  fairer  character,  or  rendered  the  pebfic 
more  important  servicer.  lie  was  an  excellent  military  oflicer ;  a  aian  of 
singular  courage  and  resolution,  tempered  with  caution  and  prudence.  Bii 
administration  of  government  was  with  wisdom,  firmaeisaDd  integrity*  H* 
was  esteemed  courageous,  wise,  and  pious.  Be  was  exceedingly  belofcd 
and  venerated  by  the  people  in  general^  and  etpecially  by  hisBcigfaboiiKi|al 
Milford,  where  he  resided. 
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and  turpentine^  and  ^ren  upon  their  persons,  and  forcibly  Book  I* 
carried  thciii  off  to  SulBeld*     In  consequence  of  these  out-  v^^-v*^/ 
rages,  great  animosities  had  arisen  between  the  inhabit-    n08« 
slnts  of  those  towns,  and  many  lawsuits  had  been  conimenc-  •etts  aod 
ed.     The  assembly,  as  far  as  possible,  to  present  and  ter-  ^TS?^' 
xnioate  these  evils,  enacted,  that  commissioners  should  be  xatL  17081 
appointed,  with  full  powers  to  run  the  line,  with  such  com- 
missioners as  Massachusetts  should  appoint  for  that  pur- 
pose.     They  were  directed  to  take  care  that  the  line 
should  be  run  by  skilful  arhsts,  with  good  instruments  ;  and 
to  take  their  station  three  miles  south  of  every  part  of 
Charles  river,  whence  Mr«  James  Taylor  and  the  commis- 
sioners of  this  colonV  ran  the  line  in  1 702.     Tbey  were 
instructed' to  fun  a  due  west  line  from  that  station,  and  to 
make  and  set  up  fair  marks  and  monuments  in  the  line  be* 
(ween  the  colonies*     And  to  prevent  all  further  conten- 
tion, it  was  enacted,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Windsor,  Sims- 
bury,  Sufiield,  and  Cnfield,  should  noc.  make  any  improve- 
ment on  the  contested  lands,  until  the  line  sboukl  be  run 
and  settled.     It  was  also  enacted,  that  all  suits  should  coo* 
tinue  and  rest.  Until  the  county  court  at  Hartford,  in  Oct^ 
ber^  and  then  to  cease*     It  was  provided,  nevertheless, 
that  the  court  of  Massachusetts  should  give  the  same  or- 
ders to  the  people  of  that  province^  who  claimed  upon  the; 
Kne,  and  should  immediately  unite  with  Connecticut  in  set-^ 
(ling  the  boundary  between  the  cok>nies«  Otherwise,  it  wa^ 
determined,  that  all  causes,  bonds,  and  the  like  should  be^ 
and  remain  as  though  this  act  never  had  been  passed. 

Further,  it  was  enacted,  that,  upon  running  the  line^  all 
fte  most  ancient  grants,  made  to  the  proprietors,  by  either 
government,  should  give  title  and  property  to  the  settlers 
On  either  side  of  the  line.  It  was  determined,  that  unless 
the  court  of  Massachusetts  would  agree  to  the  running  of 
the  line  in  this  manner,  a  petition  should  be  addrested  td 
her  majesty,  praying  her  to  give  orders,  that  the  division- 
al line  might  be  run. 

The  assembly,  at  this  session,  ordered  that  a  township  Killiiif ly 
should  be  laid  out  east  of  Woodstock,  eight  miles  in  length,  okh^t  a 
and  six  in  breadth*     The  inhabitants  were  vested  with^'"** 
theprivileges  of  a  distinct  town,  by  the  name  of  Kiilinglyw* 

The  affairs  of  the  war  were  conducted  this  year  in  th^ 
aame  manner  as  they  had  been  the  preceding.  Coloncft 
William  Whiting  commanded  a  body  of  horse  and  infiaintry 

*  At  thissessioD,  the  asyenibljr  ordered,  ^^that  the  mionten  of  the  gos- 
pel preach  a  •ermon  to  the  freemen,  on  the  daj  appointed  hy  law  f» 
choose  their  civil  rulers,  in  the  towns  where  they  meet,  proper  for  their  di- 
rectioQ  in  the  work  before  them.'^  This  seems  to  have  beisD  the  origia  of 
preaching  frcemen*8  meeting  sermons  in  Connectict^t. 
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Book  I.  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  and  scouting  parties  and  gar- 
v^-N^-^^/  risons  were  maintained  on  the  frontiers  of  the  colony. 
1709.        At  the  session  in  October,  it  was  enacted,  that  two  gar- 
risons  should  be  maintained,  at  the  public  expense,  at 
Simsbury,  and  two  at  Waterbury.     Garrisons  were  to  be 
kept  at  Woodbury  and  Danbury,   as  the  coancil^of  war 
should  judge  expedient. 
Court  of        At  the  election  in  1709,  Mr.  Saltonstall  was  re-chosen 
election,     governor^  and  Nathan  Gould,  deputy-governor.     The  ma- 

^ifw  ^^^*'  8'^^^^^s  ^^^^  Daniel  Witherel,  Nathaniel  Stanley,  John 
Hamlin,  William  Pitkin,  John  Chester,  Joseph  Curtis, 
Josiah  Rossiter,  Richard  Christopher,  Peter  Burr,  John 
Allen,  John  Hayncs,  and  Samuel  Eells,  Esquires.  Cap- 
tain Joseph  Whiting  was  treasurer,  and  Caleb  Stanley  sec- 
retary. 
Expedi-  A  letter  was  laid  before  this  assembly  from  her  majesty, 
aeainst  the  relative  lo  an  expedition  against  the  enemy.  The  design 
French,  was  the  reduction  of  the  French  in  Canada,  Acadia,  and 
Newfoundland.  The  letters  from  the  earl  of  Sunderland, 
advising  that  her  majesty  would  dispatch  a  squadron  of 
ships  to  Boston,  by  the  middle  of  May,  with  five  regiments 
of  regular  troops,  required  Connecticut  to  raise  350  men. 
The  governments  eastward  of  Connecticut,  were  required 
to  raise  1200  men,  and  furni&Ii  them  with  transports,  flat 
bottomed  boats,  pilots,  and  provisions  for  three  months  ser- 
vice. With  this  force,  it  was  designed  to  make  an  attack 
upon  Quebec.  At  the  same  time,  it  was  proposed  to  raise 
]  600  men  in  the  governments  of  Connecticut,  New- York^ 
New-Jersey,  and  the  southern  colonies.  This  corps  was 
to  proceed  by  the  way  of  the  lakes,  and  make  a  descent 
upon  the  island  of  Montreal. 

The  legislature  of  Connecticut  voted  and  raised  their 
quota,  .with  cheerfulness  and  expedition.  Colonel  Whi- 
ting was  appointed  to  command  them.  The  assembly  also 
voted  an  address  of  thanks  to  her  majesty  for  her  royal  care 
and  favor  to  the  colonics,  in  devising  means  for  the  remo- 
val of  an  enemy,  by  whom  the  colonies  had  been  so  great 
and  repeated  sufferers. 

All  the  colonies  except  Pennsylvania  furnished  their 
quotas.  The  troops,  with  provisions,  transports,  and  ar- 
ticles necessary  for.  the  enterprise,  were  feady  m  season. 
The  provincials,  from  the  eastern  colonies,  were  ready  t» 
sail  for  Quebee  by  the  20th  of  May.  Francis  Nichofsoo, 
who  had  been  lieutenant-governor  of  New- York,  under 
Andross,  and  aftern-ards  lieutenant-governor  of  Virginia, 
was  appointed  to  command  the  troops  by  land,  and  march 
as  far  as  W©od  Creek.     There  he  was  to  wait  until  the  ar- 
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rival  of  the  fleet  expected  at  Boston,  and  then  to  advance,  Book  I. 
so  that  the  attack  upon  Quebec  and  Montreal  might  be  made  v-^^n/-^/ 
at  the  same  time.  The  colonies  made  great  exertions  for  1709. 
the  public  service.  Besides  their  quotas,  independent 
companies  were  raised  and  sent  on  to  the  army.  More 
than  a  hundred  batteaux,  and  an  equal  number  of  birch  ca- 
noes, were  constructed  for  crossing  the  lake.  Three  forts, 
several  block  houses,  and  stores  for  provisions  were  erect- 
ed. But  the  armament  expected  from  England  did  not  ar-. 
rive.  The  defeat  of  the  Portuguese,  and  the  straits  to 
which  the  allies  were  reduced,  occasioned  the  sailing  of 
the  fleet,  designed  for  America,  to  Portugal,  and  the  expe- 
dition was  defeated.  No  intelligence  arriving  from  Eng- 
land, and  a  great  mortality  prevailing  among  the  troops, 
feneral  Nicholson,  early  in  the'  fall,  returned  to  Albany, 
'his  fruidess  undertaking  was  a  capital  loss  .and  expense 
to  the  colonies.  One  quarter  or  more  of  the  troops  died. 
Connecticut  only  sustained  the  loss  of  ninety  men. 

This  expedition  occasioned  the  first  emission  of  paper 
money  in  Connecticut. 

At  a  special  assembly,  on  the  8th  of  June,  it  was  enact-  First  emis- 
cd,   "  That  to  assist  in  the  expedition,  for  want  of  money  'f^°^ji^'*^ 
otherwise  to  carry  it  on,  there  be  forthwith  imprinted  a  cer-  june,  1709. 
tain  number  of  bills  of  credit  on  the  colony,  in  suitable 
sums,  from  two  shillings  to  five  pounds,  which,  in  the  whole, 
shall  amount  to  the  sum  of  80001.  and  no  more.^'     It  was 
enacted,  that  the  bills  should  be  issued  from  the  treasury 
as  money,  but  should  be  received  in  payments  at  one  shil- 
ling on  the  pound  better  than  money.     One  half  only  was 
to  be  signed  and  issued  at  first,  and  the  other  was  to  re- 
main unsigned,  until  it  should  be  found  necessary  to  put  it 
into  circulation.     Taxes  were  imposed  for  the  calling  in 
of  one  half  of  it  within  the  term  of  one  year,  and  the  other 
at  the  expiration  of  two  years. 

The  expectations  of  the  people,  in.  the  spring,  had  been  Erpecta- 
wrought  up  to  a  high  degree  of  assurance,  that  Canada  c^ntrr  A»« 
would  be  reduced  before  the  close  of  the  campaign.     Joy  appointed.* 
brighteoed  in  every  countenance,  with  the  pleasing  pros-  * 
pect,  that  a  period  would  immediately  be  put  to  all  the  en- 
croachments and  ravages  of  a  merciless  enemy.     Every 
lieart  was  gladdened  at  the  prospect  of  the  enlargement  of 
the  British  empire,  and  the  augmentation  of  the  national 
commerce.     When,  therefore,  from  such'  harmonious  and 
general  exertion,  and  such  uncommon  expense,  they  expe- 
rienced nothing  but  loss  and  disappointment,  the  cbagria 
j^d  depression  were  proportionably  great. 

However,  the  importance  of  driving  the  Fr^ncl)  ^6PQIA'.    '  "A^ 
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Book  I«  Canada,  and  the  necessity  of  immediate  exertions  to  pre* 

N^^v<«^^  serve  the  friendabip  and  keep  up  the  spirit  of  the  five  na- 

1709.    tionSy  without  which,  the  frontiers  would  become  a  field  of 

blood,  induced  the  colonies  to  keep  the  object  still  in  view* 

Conven-     \  congress  of  governors  was  appointed  and  met  at  Reho- 

cwrsf^^"  both,  the  beginning  of  October,  to  deliberate  on  the  sub* 

ject.     General  Nicholson,  colonel  Vetch,  and  others,  met 

with  them* .  An  address  was  agreed  upon  to  her  majesty, 

representing  the  gr^at  harmony  and  exertions  of  the  colo* 

nies  in  her  majesty's  service ;  the  importance  of  reducing 

the  French  in  JNorth-America  to  her  majesty's  obedience  j 

praying  her  majesty  to  grant  the  colonies  an  armament^ 

with  their  assistance,  adequate  to  the  design. 

Afsembly,      When  the  gpneral  assembly  convened  in  October,  gov- 

Ckt.  i3tL,  ernor  Saltonstall  communicated  the  transactions  of  the  gov- 

'     •        ernors  of  the  several  colonies,  and  the  address,  which  they 

had  prepared,  to  her  majesty.     The  assembly  approveu 

the  address,  and  determined  on  a  similar  one  themselves. 

Governor  Saltonstall  was  appointed  agent  to  make  a  voy* 

age  to  England,  and  present  it  in  person  to  her  majesty* 

Provision  was  ajso  macie  for  the  expense  of  his  agency. 

Notwithstanding  the  war,  the  colony  made  progress  in 
sottlementf     In  1708,  John  Belden,  Samuel  Keeler,  Mat- 
thew Seymour,  Matthias  St.  John,  and  other  inhabitants  of 
Norwalk,  to  the  nun^ber  of  twenty-five,  purchased  a  large 
tract,  between  that  town  and  Danbury,  bounded  west  on 
the  partition  line  between  Connecticut  and  New- York. 
lUdgefieia  The  purchase  was  made  of  Catoonah,  the  chief  sachena, 
P""^*^^"      sjnd  other  Indians,  who  were  the  proprietors  of  that  part  of 
madea      ^^®  country.     The  deed  bears  date  September  30th,  1 703. 
towa.        At  this  session,  it  was  ordained  that  it  should  be  a  distinct 

9^%         township,  by  the  name  of  Ridgefield. 
miWon,        The  only  alteration  made,  by  the  electjon,  in  1710,  wa« 
May  iiUi,  ^i^^  choice  of  Matthew  Allen,  Esq.  in  the  place  of  Daniel 
^^^^'        Witberell,  Esq. 

New- York,  as  well  as  Connecticut  and  the  other  New* 

England  colonies,  had  made  great  exertions,  the  last  caio- 

paign,  for  the  reduction  of  Canada.     New- York,  by  means 

of  the  great  influence  of  colonel  Schuyler,  had  been  able  to 

nring  six  ^ndred  of  the  Indians  of  the  five  nations  into  the 

IfeaniKi   field,     TbjB  colonel  was  extremely  discontented  at  the  late 

ob?5!?an°  disappointment.     No  man  had  more  extensive  views  of  the 

armament  ifnportancc  qf  expelling  the  French  from  this  northern  cqa* 

from  £og-  tinent,  and  Q>pre  zeal  in  the  cause  than  he.     So  powerful 

?w>4«         was  the  inftuence  which  the  afiair  had  upon  his  mind,  that 

he  determined  to  make  a  voyage  to  England,  at  bis  owo 

J[«m^  exp^fts^y  ami  to  carry  with  him  &yf  sacjieqois  of  the 
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five  nations,  that  by  their  representatipns,  the  more  sen-  Book  I. 
fiible  impressions  might  be  made  upon  her  majesty  and  the  v^'^v^^^ 
British  court.     The  assembly  of  New- York  had  determined    1710, 
to  address  her  majesty  on  the  subject ;  and  no  sooner  was 
the  house  apprised  of  bis  design^  than  they  unanimously 
resolved,  that  he  should  present  their  address  to  her  sacred 
majesty.     Accordingly,  colonel  Schuyler  went  to  England, 
and  presented  the  address.     The  Indian  sapbcms  were, 
also,  introduced  to  the  queen.     They  represented  their  Addreti  of 
long  war,  in  conjunction  with  her  children,  against  her  ene-  ^  Indian, 
mies,  the  Frencu  :  That  they  had  been  a  strong  wall  of  de-  JJJfJ^  *^ 
fence  to  her  colonics,  to  the  loss  of  their  best  warriors ;  Anne, 
and   that  they  mightily  rejoiced,  when  they  heard   their 

reat  queen  had  resolved  to  send  an  army  to  Canada. 

hey  said,  that,  in  token  of  their  friendship,  they  had,  with 
one  consent,  hung  up  the  kettle,  and  taken  up  the  hatchet, 
and  assisted  general  Nicholson ;  but  when  they  found,  that 
their  great  queen,  by  some  important  affairs,  had  been  di- 
verted from  her  design  of  subduing  the  French,  it  made 
ihem  sorrowful,  lest  the  enemy,  who  hitherto  had  dreaded 
them,  should  now  imagine  they  Were  unable  to  make  war 
upon  them.  They  represented,  that  the  reduction  of  Can- 
ada was  of  great  weight  to  them,  that  they  might  hunt  free- 
ly. They  insisted,  that  if  their  great  queen  should  be  un- 
mindful of  them,  they,  and  their  families,  must  forsake 
their  country,  and  seek  other  habitations,  or  they  must  *. 

stand  neuter ;  neither  of  which  suited  their  inclinations.  In 
hope  of  their  great  queen's  favour,  they  referred  the  affair 
to  her  gracious  consideration. 

General  Nicholson  went  to  England,  in  the  fall  of  1709, 
on  the  same  business,  to  solicit  a  force  aeainst  Canada. 
Governor  Saltonstall,  for  some  reason,  did  not  accept  of 
the  agency  to  which  he  had  beejn  appointed.  The  address 
of  Connecticut,  it  seems,  was  sent  to  be  presented  by  an- 
other hand.  In  consequence  of  these  united  applications, 
great  encouragements  were  given,  that  an  expeaition  would 
e  aeain  undertaken  against  Canada.  In  July,  advice  ar- 
id vea  in  New- England,  that  lord  Shannon,  with  a  fleet  des- 
tined for  that  service,  was  under  sailing  orders.  Nicholsoii, 
who  sailed  with  several  ship9  of  force,  and  some  trans- 
ports, from  England,  in  the  spring,  came  ovtrtvith.that  ^ 
expectation.  However,  it  finally  proved,  that  the  reduc- 
tion of  Port  Royal  and  Nova-Scotia  was  the  only  object. 

In  consequence  of  a  letter  from  her  majes^,  requiring  Special  ti- 
the assistance  of  her  subjects  in  this  colony,  m  theexpe-'^^'^b^^ 
dition,  a  special  assembly  was  convoked  on  the  14th  of  °^'       * 
^ugust.    Beside  the  loss  of  lives  the  last  year,  many  of  *  ^ 
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Book  I.  the  soldiers  then  in  service,  remained  in  a  sickly  and  weak 
N«^"v^^/  condition.   The  enemy  insulted  the  frontier  towns,  and  the 
1710.    colony  was  obliged  to  keep  a  large  number  of  men  in  pay 
for  their  defence.     Nevertheless,  such  was  the  obedience 
of  the  legislature  to  her  majesty's  commands,  and  their 
zeal  for  her  service,  that  they  cheerfully  voted  three  hun- 
dred men  for  the  expedition.     Vessels  and  sailors  were 
procured,  and  all  necessary  provision  was  made  for  the 
transportation  and  support  of  the  troops.     In    about   a 
month,  they  were  raised  and  transported  to  Boston. 
Expedi-         On  the  18lh  of  September,  a  fleet  of  thirty-six  ships  of 
lion  war  and  transports,  sailed  from  Nantasket  for  Port  RoyaL 

against       There  were  fourteen  transports  in  the  pay  of  Massachu- 
RojaL       setts,  five  in  the  pay  of  Connecticut,  two  of  New-Hamp- 
shire, and  three  of  Rhode-Island.     The  chief  command 
was  given  to  general  Nicholson.     On  the  24th,  the  fleet 
and  army  arrived  at  Port  Royal.     The  troops  landed  with- 
out opposition,  and  made  an  easy  conquest.     On  the  21st 
of  October,  the  engineers  opened  three  batteries,  of  |two 
mortars  and  twenty-four  cohorns  in  the  whole.     At  the 
same  time,  a  bomb  ship,  called  the  Star  bomb,  plied  the 
Itiarren-    ^"^my  with  her  shells.  The  next  day  Monsieur  Subercase 
der«,  Oct.  capitulated,  suiTendcring  the  fort  and  country  to  the  crowa 
2*«**         of  Great-Britain. 

General  Nicholson  left  a  suflicient  garrison,  under  the 
command  of  colonel  Vetch,  his  adjutant  general,  who  had 
been  appointed  to  the  government  of  the  country.  In  this, 
expedition,  the  Mary  galley,  commanded  by  captain  Taye, 
a  transport  in  the  service  of  Connecticut,  ran  aground,  and 
was  lost.  Twenty-six  men  were  drowned.*  Fourteen  or 
fifteen  were  lost  in  the  expedition,  while  the  troops  were 
investing  and  besieging  the  fort.  This  was  the  whole  loss 
sustained  in  the  enterprise.  From  this  time  the  name  was 
changed,  and  the  port  was  named  Annapolis  RoyaL 

General  Nicholson,  animated  with  his  late  success,  in 
the  fall  made  a  second  voyage  to  England,  to  solicit  a- 
nother  expedition  against  Canada. 

The  country  in  general  had  no  expectations,  that  he 
would  succeed  in  his  design.  They  could  not  imagine, 
that  queen  Anne's  tory  ministry  would  attempt  any  thing 
of  this  nature  for  New-England.  Contrary,  however,  to 
JwwSth,  all  expectation,  the  affair  was  resumed.  In  Jun^,  general 
''^^-  Nicholson  arrived,  at  Boston,  with  the  news,  that  a  fleet 
might  soon  be  expected  from  England,  and  with  her  ma- 
jesty's orders  that  the  several  governments  of  New-Eng- 

*  This  transport  was  hired  of  one  Mr.  Vryhng,  of  BostoD,  and  the  coIooj[ 
paid  him  about  1,0001.  for  the  Iom  of  his  vessel. 
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land,  New- York,  New-Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania  should  Book  I. 
have  their  respective  quotas  in  immediate  readiness  for  the  n,^-s^-^^ 
expedition.  1711. 

Consequently  a  general  meeting  ofthe  governors  of  the  June  24th, 
several  colonies  was  immediately  appointed  at  New-Lon-  ^^^ "" 
don.     Sixteen  days  after  the  arrival  of  general  Nicholson, 
the  fleet  arrived  at  Boston.     But  it  was  very  extraordina- 
ry that  the  fleet  had  neither  pilots  nor  provisions.     Ten 
iveeks  provisions  were  demanded  for  the  army.     It  had  Suspkioiis 
been  suspected  before  this,  that  the  reduction  of  Canada  ofthe 
was  not  really  designed  by  the  ministry.     These  circum-  ^<'"^*^- 
stances   increased  the  suspicion.     It  was  much  doubted, 
■whether,  in  the  then  stale  ofthe  country,  it  were  possible, 
in  so  short  a  time,  as  was  necessary,  to  procure  such  a 
quantity  of  provisions,   as  had  been  demanded.     There 
was,  at  the  same  time,  a  strong  suspicion,  that  if  the  expe- 
dition should  miscarry,  it  was  designed  to  throw  the  whole 
blame   upon  New-England.     Whether   these   suspicions 
were  well   grounded  or  not,  it  is  certain,   that  they  had 
reat  influence,  together  with  the  zeal  which  the  colonies 
ad  for  the  service,  to  draw  forth  their  utmost  exertions. 
When  the  fleet  arrived  at  Boston,  the  governors  were 
met  in  convention,  at  New-London,  concerting  measures 
for  prosecuting  the  expedition  with  <he  utmost  harmony 
<ind  dispatch.     The  general  courts  of  Massachusetts  and  ^    •       - 
Connecticut  were  in  actual  session.     The  general  assem-  {he^asS^ 
bly  of  Connecticut  convened  on  the  19th  of  June.     A  let-  bljret- 
ter  was  communicated  from  her  majesty  and  another  from  pecting  the 
general  Nicholson  respecting   the   expedition.     The  as- Jj^P®  j'^J^ 
sembly  resolved,  that  three  hundred  and  sixty  men  should  19, 1711. 
be  raised  forthwith,  as  the  quota  of  this  colony  in  the  ex- 
pedition.    It  was  also  resolved,  that  four  months  provis- 
ions should  be  immediately  procured,  and  that  a  suitable 
vessel  should  be  provided  to  transport  them  to  Albany,  and 
to  accommodate  the  sick  and  convey  them  back  to  Con- 
necticut. 

The  assembly  also  addressed  a  letter  to  her  majesty,  re- 
turning her  their  most  humble  and  dutiful  acknowledg- 
ments, for  that  great  expression  of  her  royal  care  for  her 
colonies  and  their  peace  and  welfare,  which  she  had  mani- 
fested in  the  appointment  of  the  present  cxpeditioa  against 
the  common  enemy.  They  particularly  thanked  her  ma- 
jesty for  her  royal  bounty  towards  the  colony,  in  furnish7 
ing  the  troops  with  clothine,  arms,  and  ammunition,  by 
which  they  were  better  enabled  to  bear  the  annual  ex- 
penses of  the  war.  They  represented  to  her  majesty,  in  a 
strong  point  of  light,  the  horrible  manner  in  which  the  ea* 
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Book  I.  emy  carried  on   the  war ;  lying  in  ambush,  killing  and 

v^^v^^/  scalping  single  persons,  upon  the  frontiers^  surprising  and 

171K    cutting  off  families,  stealing  captives,  torturing  and  enslav^ 

ing  them.     They  promised  a  hearty  concurrence  with  the 

royal  requisitions,  and  a  zealous  performance  of  wbateref 

might  contribute  to  the  success  of  the  expedition. 

To  animate  the  general^  and  ingratiate  themselves  with 
him,  the  legislature  appointed  a  committee  to  return  him 
their  thanks,  for  the  good  services  he  had  rendered  to  her 
majesty^s  plantations  in  North  America ;  and  especially  16 
Connecticut,  in  his  former  good  conduct  of  the  troops  un- 
der his  command.     They  thanked  him,  not  only  for  his  im- 
portant services  in  the  reduction  of  Port  Royal  and  Nova- 
Scotia,  but  for  the  great  pains  he  bad  taken  since,  in  mak- 
ing a  voyage  to  England,  and  representing  to  h^r  majesty 
the  true  state  and  interest  of  the  colonies,  and    by  that 
means  obtaining  her  orders  for  the  then  present  cxpedi^ 
tion. 
Unircrsal       A  punctual  Compliance  with  her  majesty's  orders  was 
harmony^  Universally  recommended  by  the  governors  in  conventioit 
lioo.*"'"  ^"d  by  the  several  legislatures.     Not  only  the  several  colo- 
nies but  individuals  exerted  themselves  beyond  what  had 
been  known  upon  any  other  occasion. 
The  arma-      In  a  little  more  than  a  month,  from  the  arrival  of  the 
meot  sails  fleet,  the  new  levies  and  provisions,  for  that  and  the  arOsy, 
^^^'  were  ready.     Upon  the  30thof  July,  the  whole  armament 
aoth. "  ^    sailed  from  Boston  for  Canada.     It  consisted  of  fifteen 
men  of  war,  twelve  directly  from  England,  and  three  which 
had  before  been  stationed  in  America ;  forty  transports, 
six  store  shi|)S,  and  a  line  train  of  artillery,  with  alt  kinds  of 
warlike  stores.     The  land  army  on  board  consisted  of 
five  regiments  from  England  and  Flanders,  and  tworegf- 
mcnts  raised  in  Massachusetts,  Rhode-Island,   and  New^ 
Hampshire ;  amounting  in  the  whole  to  nearly  seven  thoo- 
sand  men.     The  fleet  was  commanded  by  Sir  HovendeH 
Walker;  and  the  army  by  brigadier  Hill,  brother  to  Mr9# 
Masham,  then  the  queen's  favorite.     The  land  force  was 
about  equal  to  that  which,  under  general  Wolfe,   aAer^ 
wards  reduced  Quebec,  though,  at  that  time,  it  was  not 
half  so  strong,  as  when  it  was  reduced  by  thrat  iiamoas 
general. 

Upon  the  same  day  on  which  the  fleet  sailed  from  Bos* 
Ion,  general  Nicholson  began  his  journey  for  Albany^ 
where,  a  few  days  after,  he  appeared  at  tlie  head  of  four 
thousand  men,  from  the  colonies  of  Connecticut,  New- 
VTork,  and  NewJersey.  The  troops  from  Connecticut 
were  commanded  by  colonel  William  Whiting,  who  was  ai> 
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experienced  officer,  and   had  commanded  them  the  bst  Book  L 
year,  at  Port  RoyaL     The  New-York  and  New-Jersey  s>'v>^ 
troops  were  commanded  by  colonels  Schuyler  and  Ingolds-    1711. 
by.     Connecticut,  besides  victualling  its  own  troops,  fur- 
nished New- York  with  two  hundred  fat  cattle  and  six  hun- 
dred sheep.     Thus,  in  about  five  weeks,   the  colonies  had 
raised  two  considerable  armies  and  furnished  them  with 
|!>rovisions.     More  than  this  could  not  have  been  expect- 
ed. 

Admiral  Walker  arrived  in  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence, on  the  14th  of  August.  That  he  might  not  lose  the 
company  of  the  transports,  as  was  pretended,  he  put  into 
the  bay  of  Gaspe,  on  the  18th,  where  he  continued  antil 
the  20th  of  the  month.  On  the  22d,  two  days  after  he  sail- 
ed from  the  bay,  the  fleet  appeared  to  be  in  the  most  haz- 
ardous circumstances.  It  was  without  soundings,  without 
sight  of  land  ;  the  sky  was  darkened  with  a  thick  fogj  and 
the  wind  high  at  cast  south-east.  In  this  situation  the  ships 
brought  to,  with  their  heads  to  the  southward.  This  was 
done  with  an  expectation  that  the  wind  would  drive  them 
into  the  midst  of  the  channel.  But  instead  of  this,  about 
midnight,  the  seamen  discovered  that  they  were  driven 
tipoli  the  north  shore  among  rocks  and  islands,  upon  the 
verge  of  a  total  shipwreck.  Eight  or  nine  of  the  British 
transports  were  cast  away,  on  board  of  which  were  about 
seventeen  hundred  officers  and  soldiers.  Nearly  a  thou*>  Ship- 
sand  men  were  lost.  The  admiral  and  general  were  in  wreck, 
the  most  imminent  danger,  and  saved  themselves  by  an-^"^*^* 
chorinff.  Such  was  the  violence  of  the  storm  that  they  lost 
severafanchors.  Upon  this  disaster,  the  admiral  bore  a- 
way  for  Spanish  river  bay  ;  but  the  wind  shifting  to  the 
east  it  was  eight  days  before  all  the  transports  arrived.  la 
the  same  time,  as  the  wind  was,  they  might  have  easily  ar- 
rived at  Quebec.  It  was  there  determined,  by  a  council 
of  land  and  naval  officers,  that  as  they  had  but  ten  weeks 

J)rovision,  and  could  not  expect  a  supply  from  New-Eng- 
and,  to  make  no  further  attempt.  The  admiral  sailed  di- 
rectly for  England,  and  arrived  at  Portsmouth  on  the  9th 
of  October.  Here  the  fleet  suffered  aiiother  surprising  ca- 
lamity. The  Edgar,  a  tO  gun  ship,  blew  up,  having  oo  . 
board  four  hundred  men,  besides  many  persons  who  were 
just  come  on  board  to  visit  their  frieiuLs.  As  the  cause  of 
this  event  was  whollv  unknown,  jealous  minds  were  not  * 
without  suggestions,  that  even  this,  as  well  as  the  other  dis^ 
aster,  was  the  effect  of  horrid  design. 

The  admiral  and  English  officers,   to  exculpate  them- 
selves^ laid  the  blame  wholly  upon  the  Colonies,  that  they 


met. 
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Book  I.  were  dchved  so  long  for  provision  and  the  raising  of  the 
v>^v^^/  provincials,  and  that  they  had  such  unskilful  pilots.  The 
1711.  admiral  declared,  that  it  was  the  advice  of  the  pilots  that 
The  )i)lame  the  fleet  should  come  to  in  the  manner  it  did,  but  the  pi- 
imputed  to  i^jg  ffQijj  N-ew-England,  declared,  upon  oath,  that   they 

the  colo-  I       1    •  ®        ¥r  I  •  -l  I       ^ 

gave  no  such  advice.  M  any  such  was  given  it  must  have 
been  by  the  French*  pilots  on  board,  either  through  mis- 
tajce  or  upon  design.  Gharlevoix  represents,  that  tb^ 
French  pilots  warned  the  admiral  of  his  danger,  but  that 
he  did  not  sufficiently  reaard*  them. 

The  whigs,  in  England,  generally  censured  the  minis- 
try for  their  conduct  respecting  the  expedition.^  Lord 
Harley  represented  the  whole  affair  as  a  contrivance  of 
Bolingbrokc,  More,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Harcourt, 
to  cheat  the  public  out  of  twenty  thousand  pounds.  Lord 
Harcourt  was  pleased  to  say,  *'  No  government  was  worth 
ser\'ing,  that  would  not  admit  of  such  jobs.''  Another 
English  writer  observes,  "  That  if  the  ministry  were  sin- 
cere in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  they  were  certainly  the 
most  consummate  blunderers  that  ever  undertook  the  gov- 
emmcnt  of  a  state."* 

'  General  Nicholson  had  not  advanced  far  before  he  re* 
ceived  intelligence  of  the  loss  sustained  by  the  fleet,  and 
the  army  soon  after  returned. 

The  Marquis  De  Vaudreuil,  governor  of  Canada,  receiv- 
ed intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  the  fleet  from  England,  and 
of  the  preparations  making  in  the  colonies  for  the  invasion 
of  Canada,  and  had  omitted  nothing  in  his  power  to  put  it 
into  a  state  of  defence.  No  sooner  was  he  apprised  of  $• 
many  ships  wrecked  and  so  many  bodies  with  red  coats 
driven  on  shore,  and  that  the  river  was  clear  of  ships,  than 
he  ordered  the  whole  strength  of  Canada  towards  Montreal 
itnd  lake  ChamplaiiY.  At  Chambly  he  formed  a  camp  of 
three  thousand  men  to  oppose  general  Nicholsorw  Had 
''  the  general  crossed  the  lake,  it  might  have  been  difficult 
for  him  to  have  returned  in  safety. 

Very  providential  it  was,  that  all  the  provincial  trans- 
ports, except  a  small  victualler,  were  preserved.  The 
crew  of  the  victualler  were  saved,  and  not  a  provincial 
lost.  The  loss  and  disappointment,  nevertheless^  were 
exceedingly  grievous  to  the  colonies.  Many  pious  pco* 
pie,  after  so  many  attempts  had  been  blasted,  gave  up  aH 
expectatipns  of  tne  conquest  of  Canada.  They  imagined 
it  was  not  the  design  of  providence,  that  this  northern  con- 
tinent should  ever  wholly  belong  to  any  one  nation^t 

'•  Rider^s  Hist,  of  fioglaod,  vol.  zxxii.  p.  189,  190. 
t  HutchinMn,  voL  ii.  p.  193—196.    Saitb^s  Histv  of  New-York«  p. 
130, 13K  '  *^ 
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Upon  the  return  of  general  Nicholson's  array,  and  the  Book  U 
report  of  Vaudreuil's  rorce,  the    country   were  not  only  v^r-N^^%^ 
chagrined  with  disappointment,  but  alarmed  with  fear.     1711. 
They  were  apprehensive,  that  the  enemy,  in  different  par- 
ties, by  diflferent  routes,  would,  with  redoubled   fury,  ha- 
rass and  desolate  the  country*  *        * 

To  return  to  the  affairs  of  Connecticut,  the  history  of 
i^hich  has  been  in  some  measure  interrupted  <widi  the  gene- 
ral account  of  the  war,  it  should  be  observed,  ihat  Joseph 
Talcott  was  this  year  chosen  into  the  magistracy  in  tne 
stead  of  Josiah  Rossiter,  Esq*     An  important  alteration 
was  also  made,  at  the  session  in  May,  respecting  the  supe-  g 
rior  court.     Until  this  time,  it  had  been  holden  at  Iwocourt"^^ 
places  only,  Hartford  and  New- Haven,  and  at  two   terms  made  cir- 
annually.     This  was  found  to  be  an  affair  of  expense  and  Sj'*'"' 
inconvenience.     It  was  therefore  resolved,  that  the  supe- 17^! 
rior  court  should  si(  twice  annually,  in  each  of  the  counties, 
and  that  all  actions  should  be  tried  in  the  county  in  which 
they  originated. 

When  the  assembly  met  in  October,  an  address  was  pre-  ^^-  ^^^ 
pared  to  be  presented  to  her  majesty  representing  the  ex- 
<ertions  of  the  colony  in  her  service,  condoling  her  on  the 
disappointment  with  respect  to  the  expedition,  and  pray- 
ing for  the  continuance  of  her  favor  to  the  colony* 

At  the  session  in  May,  1708,  the  assembly  made  a  grant  Newtawi^ 
of  a  township  at  a  place  called  Pohtatuck,  from  a  river  of  J^^J^' 
that  name  upon  which  part  of  it  lies*     At  this  session  it 
:was  incorporated  and  named  Newtown. 

A  township  had  been  given,  several  years  before  this  Coventry 
<ime,  by  Joshua,  sachem  of  the  Moheagans,  lying  north  of  ?*"*^  ^^ 
^Lebanon  and  west  of  Mansfield,  to  certain  honorable  lega-r  ratedL 
tees  in  Hartford.     The  donation  was  approved  by  the  as- 
sembly.    The  legatees  conveyed  their  right  to  William  Pit- 
iin,  Joseph  Talcott,  William  Whiting,  and  Richard  Lord^ 
to  be  a  committee  to  lay  out  said  township  and  make  set- 
tlements on  the  lands.     On  the  9th  of  May,  1 70G,  the  gene- 
ral assembly  authorized  those  gendemen  to  act  as  a  com- 
mittee for  those  purposes.     October  1 1  th,   1711,  this  com-  7 
mittee  waste-appointed,  with  one  Nathaniel  Rust,  who  had 
already  settled  upon  the  lands,  more  effectually  to  carry 
into  execution  the  design  of  their  former  appointment. 
The  township,  at  the  same  session,  was  named  Coventry. 
Nathaniel  Rust  and  some  others  setded  in  the  town  about 
the  year  1700  ;  but  the  setdcment  of  it  has  generally  been 
dated  from  1709.     In  the  spring  of  this  year,  a  number  of 
^ood  householders,   from  Northampton  and  other  places, 
moved  into  the  town,  and  the  inhabitants  were  so  increase. 


444  HISTORY  OF  Chap.  XV  Ut, 

Book  I.  cd,  in  about  two  years,  that  they  were  incorporated  with 
s^-Nx-w  the  privileges  of  other  towns*     The  planters  were  from  a 
171  It    great  variety  of  places,  but  principally  from  Northampton 
^nd  Hartford. 
Special  In  consequence  of  letters  from  governor  Dudley,  of  Bos* 

nU^"m^'  ton,  and  from}  general  Nicholson,  relative  to  the  unsuccess'. 
lllU  *  fulness  of  the  late  expedition,  a  special  assembly  was  call- 
ed, November  3d,  1711.  The  design  of  it  was  to  con* 
suit  the  best  means  of  acquainting  her  majesty  truly  how 
the  affair  was ;  what  exertions  the  colonies  had  made,  and 
that  it  was  not  through  any  fault  of  theirs  that  the  enter- 
prise was  frustrated.  It  was  judged  best,  that  the  colonies 
should  make  a  joint  representation,  and  that  the  pilots 
should  be  sent  to  England,  to  be  examined  and  declare  be- 
fore her  majesty  what  they  knew  concerning  the  ship- 
wreck. The  assembly  determined,  that  the  affair  was  of 
great  importance  to  the  colonies  ;  and  that  John  Mayhew, 
of  New-London,  who  was  the  only  pilot  from  Connecticut, 
should,  forthwith,  proceed  to  GrcatrBritain,  with  the  pi- 
lots from  Massachusetts.  It  was  also  resolved  jointlyi 
with  the  other  colonies,  to  petition  her  majesty  for  another 
armament,  in  the  spring,  to  assist  them  in  the  reductioo 
of  Canada.  In  the  petition  from  Connecticuti,  the  Icsisla- 
ture  lamented  the  miscarriage  of  the  expedition,  and  the 
fatal  consequences  of  it  to  these  colonies.  They  repre- 
sented it  would  put  them  to  great  expense  to  employ  such  a 
jiumber  of  men  as  were  necessary  te  defend  such  exten- 
sive frontiers  as  theirs  were  ;  and  that,  after  all  their  exerw 
tions,  one  family  and  town  after  another  would  be  swept 
away  by  the  enemy.  They  expressed  their  apprehen- 
sions, that  unless  another  expedition  should  be  underta- 
ken against  the  enemy,  they  would,  in  the  spring,  send  out 
a  greater  number  of  .scalping  and  plundering  parties,  than 
they  had  done  in  the  preceding  years  of  the  war ;  and  that 
her  majesty's  subjects  would  be  greatly  distressed.  It 
was  also  suggested,  that  there  was  danger  that  the  enemy 
would  draw  oif  many  of  the  Indians  who  dwelt  among  them, 
as  well  as  the  Indians  of  the  Five  Nations,  and  engage  them 
against  the  colonies.  It  was  also  urged,  that  the  colonies 
were  of  great  importance  to  her  majesty's  interest,  and 
that  it  would  be  impolitic  to  suflne^r  the  enemy  to  possess  so 
large  a  proportion  of  her  majesty's  dominions  in  North 
America,  as  they  actually  inhabited  and  claimed.  It  was 
insisted,  that,  by  the  smiles  of  providence  on  her  majesty's 
arms,  the  settlements  in  Canada  might  be  easily  reduced  to 
her  majesty's  obedience.  They  prayed  her  to  revive  the 
expedition,  and  promised  a  cheerful  obedience  tobcrcom- 
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mands,  in  coDtributing  their  proportion  to  the  common  scr-  Book  h 
vire.t  s,^-v-^^ 

The  petitions  were  sent  over  seasonably,  and  the  pilots  1712. 
were  a  consider9ble  time  in  London,  waiting  to  be  exami- 
ned, and  give  information,  relative  to  the  loss  of  the  trans- 
ports, and  the  miscarriage  of  the  expedition*  However, 
DO  examination  ivas  ever  made  concerning  the  failure  of 
the  enterprise.  It  did  not  appear  that  much  had  been  ex- 
pected from  it  in  England,  nor  that  people  were  discontcnt- 
led  at  the  issue,  or  interested  themselvcs.very  greatly  in  the 
aSair.  The  court  shewed  no  disposition  to  make  any  fur- 
ther attempt  upon  Canada. 

The  election  in  1719,  made  little  or  no  alteration  with  Election^ 
respect  to  public  officers.     Nothing  very  material  appears  May  8th,  . 
to  have  been  transacted  this  year.     The  legislature  made  ^^^^^ 
the  usual  provision  for  the  defence  of  this  colony  and  the 
county  of  Hampshire. 

Nathan  Gould,  Esq,  the  deputy  governor,  was  appoint-  Regalatloii 
cd  chief  judge  of  the  superior  court.  William  Pitkin,  Ri*-*'*' ^r|j,^  *^' 
lard  Christopher,  Peter  Burr,  and  Samuel  Eells,  Esquires,  court, 
were  appointed  assistant  judges.     In  the  absence  of  the  May, 
deputy  governor,  William  Pitkin  was  appointed  chief  judge;  ^'^^^' 
and  in  case  either  of  the  other  judges  were  absent,  any  one 
of  the  magistrates  was  authorized  to  sit  in  bis  stead.     Un- 
til this  time,  the  judges  of  the  superior  court  had  been  al* 
lowed  nothing  more  than  the  fees  of  it.    An  act  was,  there- 
fore, passed  at  the  October  session,  that  the  judges,  for  the 
time  being,  upon  layine  their  accounts  before  the  assem* 
bly,  should  be  allowed  an  honourable  compensation  for 
their  expenses  and  services. 

About  this  time,  the  inhabitants  of  New-Milford  were  New-Mil- 
incorporated  and  vested  with  town  privileges.*  '^'"^  i*"h  °'' 

At  the  election  in  May,  1713,  Mr.  John  Sherman,  who^^^yuJ^ 
had  been  some  time  speaker  of  the  lower  house,  was  chosen 
into  the  magistracy. 

in  October,  1687,  a  grant  of  lands,  commonly  called  the  pomfret 
MashamoQuet  purchase,  was  made  by  the  general  assem-  incorpora- 
bly,  to  major  James  Fitch,  lieutenant  William  Rugdcs,  Mr.  **;L^y^^*^' 
John  Gore,  Mr.  John  Pierpont,  Mr.  John  Chandler,  Mr. 
Benjamin  Sabin,  Mr.  Samuel  Craft,  Mr.  John  Grosvenor, 
|||Ir.  Joseph  Griffin,  Mr.  Samuel  and  John  Ruggles,  and 
Mr.  Nathan  Wilson.     The  most  of  these  planters  were 
from  Roxbury,  In  Massachusetts.     Some  of  them  moved 

t  PetitioD  on  file. 

*  About  thifl  time,  William  Patridgc,  Esq.  of  Newbury,  and  Jooatbaii 
Belcher,  of  Boston,  opened  a  copper  mine  at  Simsbur/ ;  .and  for  their  en- 
coura^ment,  the  asqemblj  exempted  the  miners,  operators,  and  labooreri| 
from  mHitaiy  duties,  for  toe  term  of  four  je&ri. 
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Book  L  on  to  the  lands  in  1686,  before  the  grant  was  made*     At 
K^^sr^^^ihe  session  in  May,  1713,  the  inhabitants  were  incorpora- 
1713.    ted  and  vested  with  town  privileges.    The  najne  was  chan- 
ged from  Mashamoquct  to  Pom  fret. 
Settle-  In  1708,  the  assembly  of  Connecticut  determined,  that, 

nratortheyf) less  the  province  of  Massachusetts  would  accept  of  the 
MaJa-      terms  which  they  had  proposed,  relative  to  the  line  between 
chutcui.    them,  they  would  make  application  to  her  majesty,  desi- 
ring that  orders  might  be  given,  that  Massachusetts  forth* 
with  should  mutually  join  with  Connecticut  in  running  and 
settling  the  boundary  line  between  the  colonies.     Massa- 
chusetts, at  that  time,  would  not  consent  to  run  the  line  as 
it  had  been  proposed.     They  would  not  grant  that  there 
had  been  any  mistake  in  running  it ;  but  if  there  had  been, 
they  insisted,  that,  as  it  was  run  so  long  before  the  chai^er 
was  granted  to  Connecticut,  and  they  bad  been  in  posses- 
sion of  the  lands  in  controversy  for  sixty-six  years,  and 
several  towns  and  plantations  had  been  settled  upon  them, 
it  was  not  then  reasonable  to  draw  it  into  question.     The 
assembly  of  Connecticut,  therefore,  in  1709,  approved  a 
letter,  addressed  to  the  lords  of  trade,  giving  reasons  why 
the  line  run  by  Woodward  and  Saffcry  ought  not  to  be  es- 
tablished ;  and  it  seems  to  have  been  the  determtnatioQ  of 
the  legislature  to  have  appealed  to  her  majesty  with  re- 
spect to  the  partition  line ;  but  several  circumstances  final- 
Reojons  ofly  prevented.     Governor  Dudley,  who  was^a  man  of  un- 
irtthout*an  ^^'"°^^"  intrigue  and  duplicity,  had  many  friends  and  great 
appeal  to    influence  at  court.     Connecticut  had  no  such  friends^  or 
Iter  majes-  influence,  with  the  court  party.     Sir  Henry  Ashurst,  their 
^y-  agent  for  many  years,  appears  now  to  have  been  no  more ; 

and  they  had  not  yet  sufficient  time  to  fix  upon  and  have 
proof  of  the  fidelity  and  ability  of  another  in  his  place. 
The  colony  was  poor,  and  had  been  put  to  great  expense, 
in  dcft^nding  itself  against  the  complaints  of  governor  Dad- 
ley,  lord  Cornbury,  and  other  enemies,  and  against  the 
claims  of  Mason  and  his  party.  The  ministry  were  high 
tories,  and  inimical  to  all  charier  governments.  The  le- 
gislature were  apprehensive  that  their  enemies  were  again 
concerting  measures  to  deprive  them  of  all  the  privileges 
which  they  had  so  dearly  bought.  Massachusetts  also,  in 
some  good  measure,  agreed  to  part  of  the  terms  proposed 
in  1708.  It  was,  therefore,  in  full  view  of  these  circum- 
stances, judged  most  expedient  to  make  the  best  setde- 
ment  which  could  be  obtained,  without  an  appeal  to  her 
majesty. 

IJpon  the  13th  of  July,  1713,  commissioners,  fully  em- 
powered from  each  of  the  colonies,  came  to  an  agre^p^ti 
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which  was  adopted  by  each  coart.     They  were  both  care-  Book  I. 
ful  to  secure  the  property  to  the  persons  to  whom  ihey  had  v.^-v^%^ 
made  grants  of  lands,  and  to  maintain  the  jurisdiction  over    1713* 
the  towns  which  they  had  respectively  setded*     It  was,  Settle- 
therefore-  expressly  stipulated,  as  a  pi*eHminary,  that  the  ?*^"^^^. 
towns  should  remain  to  the  governments,  by  which  they  ^jth  Mai- 
had  been  settled  ;  and  that  the  property  of  as  many  acres  sachusetts. 
as  should  appear  to  be  gained  by  one  colony  from  the  oth- 
er, should  be  conveyed  out  of  other  unimproved  land,  as  a 
satisfaction   or  equivalent*     With  respect  to  about   two 
miles,  claimed  by  Windsor  upon  the  town  of  Suffield,  con- 
cerning the  validity  of  which  there  had  been  a  long  con- 
test, it  was  agreed,  that,  if  the  tract  fell  within  the  une,  it 
should  belong  to  Connecticut* 

On  running  the  line,  it  was  found,  at  Connecticut  river, 
to  run  ninety  rods  north  of  the  north-east  bounds  of  Suf- 
field ;  and  it  appeared  that  Massachusetts  had  encroached 
upon  Connecticut  107,793  acres,  running  a  due  west  line 
from  Woodward's  and  Saifery's  station*  Massachusetts 
made  a  grant  of  such  a  quantity  of  land  to  Connecticut,  and 
it  was  accepted  as  equivalent*  The  whole  was  sold,  in 
sixteen  shares,  in  1716,  for  the  sum  of  6831*  New-England 
currency**  The  money  was  applied  to  the  use  of  the  col- 
lege. 

Notwithstanding  the  long  and  expensive  controversy  of  settle- 
Connecticut  with  the  colony  of  Rhode-Island,  relative  to  mcnt  with 
the  Narraganset  country,  and  notwithstanding  the  king's  ^^^' 
commissioners,  and  attornies  of  the  greatest  fame,  deter- 
mined, that  the  title  was,  undoubtedly,  in  the  governor  and 
company  of  this  colony,  yet  it  was  judged  expedient  to 
give  up  the  claim*  Lands  were  of  so  little  value^  and  con- 
troversies before  king  and  council  so  expensive,  and  the 
event  so  uncertain,  that  the  legislature  determined  rather 
to  comply  with  governor  Wintnrop's  and  Clark's  agree- 
ment, tnan  to  prolong  the  controversy*  The  court  party, 
both  in  king  William's  and  queen  Anne's  reign,  appeared 
reluctant  to  establish  the  charter  limitii'^of  Connecticut  at 
Narraganset  river  and  bay ;  otherwise  they  would  have 
advised  to  establish  the  judgment  of  the  king's  commission- 
ers ;  and  the  king,  or  queen,  would  have  adopted  the  same 
opinion,  and  established  the  boundary  according  to  the 
charter*  The  court,  probably,  were  influenced  by  politi- 
cal principles*     The  establishment  of  the  eastern  boundary 

*  This  was  a  little  more  than  a  farthing  per  acre,  and  shows  of  what 
9mall  valoe  land  was  esteemed  at  that  da^.  It  affords,  also,  a  striking 
demonstration,  that,  considering  the  expense  of  purchasing  them  of  the 
juitiyes,  and  of  liefendio^  them,  they  co^t  our  ancestors  fiTe,  if  not'ten  time* 
their  value* 
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Book  I.  of  Connecticut  at  Narraganset  river  and  bay,  would  have 
N^-N/-^^^  ruined  Rhode-Island,  by  reducing  them  to  limits  too  small 
1713.    for  a  colony*     Connecticut  was,  doubtless,  fully  sensible 
of  these  dispositions  of  the  sovereigns  and  court  of  Great- 
Britain,  and  it,  probably,  operated  as  a  strong  motive  to 
induce  them  to  give  up  their  claim. 

In  October,  1703,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  make 
a  complete  settlement  of  the  boundary  line  between  the 
colonics,  reserving  to  all  persons  concerned,  their  entire 
property  in  lands  and  buildings,  according  to  the  agree- 
ment of  governor  Winthrop  and  Mr.  Clark.  On  the  12th 
of  May,  1703,  the  committees  from  the  two  colonies  agreedf 
**'  That  the  middle  channel  of  Pawcatuck  river,  alias  Nar- 
'  ragansct  river,  as  it  extends  from  the  saltwater  upwards, 

till  it  comes  to  the  mouth  of  Ashaway  river,  where  it  falls 
into  the  said  Pawcatuck  river,  and  from  thence  to  ma  a 
straight  line  till  it  meet  with  the  south-west  bounds  or  cor" 
ner  of  Warwick  grand  purchase,  which  extends  twenty 
miles  due  west  from  a  certain  rock,  lying  at  the  outmost 
point  of  Warwick  neck,  which  is  the  south-easterly  bounds 
of  said  purchase  ;  and  from  the  said  south-west  bounds,  or 
corner  of  said  purchase,  to  run  upon  a  due  north  line,  till 
it  meet  with  the  south  line  of  the  province  of  Massachusetts 
Bay,  in  New-England  :  This  to  be,  and  for  ever  remain  to 
be  the  fixed  and  stated  line  between  the  said  colonies  of 
Connecticut  and  Rhode-Island.     Always  provided,  and  it 
is  hereby  intended,  that  nothing  in  the  aforementioned 
agi*eement,  or  any  clause  thereof,  shall  be  taken  or  deeir 
ca  to  be  the  breach  or  making  void  of  the  fourth  article  io 
the  agreement  made  between  the  agents  of  the  said  colo- 
nies of  Connecticut  and  Rhode-Island,  viz.   John  Win- 
throp, Esq.  and  Mr.  Daniel  Clark,  for  maintaining  proper- 
ty, dated  April  7th,.  1663,  but  that  the  same  shall  be  kept 
and  justly  performed,  according  to  the   true  intent  and 
meaning  thereof;  and  that  all  former  grants  and  purchases. 
granted  by,  or  made  within  either  of  the  colonics,  and  all 
otiier  ancient  gr«nksr  confirmed  by  the  authority  of  Coih 
necticut  colony  within  the  township  of  Westerly,  in  tke 
colony  of  Rhoderlsland,  shall  be  duly  preserved  and  main- 
tained, as  fuilv  and  amply,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as 
if  they  were  lying  or  continued  within  the  bounds  of  the 
coFony,  by  the  authoriiy  of  which  it  was  granted  or  purcha- 
sed."* 

Notwithstanding  this  agreement,  Rhode-Island,  about 
this  time,  disowned  its  authenticity,  pretending  that  their 

'^'  Agreement  oa  file,  ligned  with  the  hands  of  the  c<>mmhTfioner»,  at^ 
9c;i)u(l  >vith  Iliac  seals. 
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commissioners  were  not  empowered  to  conclude  fully  and  Book  L 
finally  upon  such  settlement*     The  cause  was  heai'd  by  v^rv'v^ 
the  king  in  council,  some  years  after,  and  decided  accorcl-    1713% 
ing  to  me  agreement  of  the  commissioners  as  stated  above. 

September  27th,  1728,  the  line  was  finally  ascertained 
and  distinguished  by  proper  monuments  and  boundaries* 
Roger  Wolcott,  James  Wadsworth,  and  Daniel  Palmer,  on 
the  part  of  Connecticut,  and  William  Wanton,  Benjamin 
Ellcry,  and  William  Jenks,  in  behalf  of  Rhode«Island, 
were  the  committees  for  the  running  and  0nal  fixing  of  the 
line* 

No  colony,  perhaps,  had  ever  a  better  right  to  the  lands  Connectl' 
tomprised  in  its  original  patent  than  Connecticut,  yet  nonef****"^^' 
has  been  more  unfortunate  with  respect  fo  the  loss  of  ter-  thelon  oC 
ritorv*    Kine  Charles  the  second,  m  favor  of  his  brother  temtoiy. 
the  Quke  of  York,  granted  a  great  part  of  the  lands  con« 
tained  within  its  original  limits  to  him,  and  the  legislature, 
for  fear  of  offending  those  royal  personages  and  losing  their 
charter,  save  up  Long-Island  and  agreed  to  the  settle- 
ment of  tne  boundary  line  with  the  king^s  commissioners. 
For  the  reasons  which  have  been  suggested  they  lost  ai 
considerable  tract  on  the  north  and  on  the  easL    Indeed, 
considering  the  enemies  and  difficulties  with  which  they 
luid  to  combat,  it  is  admirable  that  they  retained  so  much 
territory,  and  so  nobly  defended  their  just  rights  and  liber- 
ties* 

The  peace  of  Utrecht  was  signed  bv  the  plenipotentia^ 
lies  of  Great-Britain  and  France,  March  30th,  1713*    Offi# 
cial  accounts  of  the  pacification  and  orders  for  inimediately 
proclaiming  the  peace  were  received  by  the  governor  of 
Connecticut)  on  the  23d  of  August*     The  governor  hav-  Peac«  pro- 
ing  called  together  the  deputy  governor  ancf  council,  they,  ^^i^"^^* 
on  the  26 tb,  made  a  formal  proclamation  of  peace  between  171^'.^^' 
the  two  nations* 

Upon  the  pacification  with  France,  the  Indians  buried 
the  hatchet,  and  peace,  with  her  olive  branch,  once  more 
gladdened  the  colonies* 

Connecticut  had  not  been  less  fortunate  in  this,  than  in 
former  wars.  A  single  town  had  not  been  lost,  nor  had 
any  considerable  number  of  the  inhabitants  fallen  by  the 
bands  of  the  enemy*  In  t'hilip's,  king  William's,  and 
queen  Anne's  wars,  Connecticut  lost  only  the  buildings  and 

Eartof  the  efiects'of  one  town*  The  inhabitants  of  Sims* 
ury,  when  consisting  of  about  forty  families,  as  the  tradi- 
tion is,  supposing  themselves  in  danger  of  a-  surprise,  by 
the  enemy,  buried  a  considerable  part  of  their  effects,  and 
generally  removed  back  to  Windsor.     The  enemy,  find- 

Cf  3 
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Book  I.  ing  the  town  nearly  deserted,  fell  upon  it,  burned  the  build* 

v^-N/-^/  ings,  and  captivated  several  of  the  inhabitants.     When 

1-7 13.    the  people  moved  back,  such  an  alteration  had  been  made, 

by  the  burning  of  the  buildings  and  the  growth  of  weeds 

and  bushes,  that  the  particular  spot  in  which  they  had 

buried  their  effects,  could  not  be  found,  and  they  were 

never  recovered.     This,  most  probably,  was  in  the  sprint 

of  167&,  when  the  Narragansct  and  other  Indtaos  appeared 

in  strong  parties  upon  the  river  above; 

gtatcof         The  expense  ofthis  warwas  very  considerable.     Some 

the  colony  years  the  colony  paid  a  tax  of  about  seven  pence  and  eight 

co^-^        pence  on  the  pound,  on  the  whole  list  of  the  colony.     Bc- 

mence-      sides,  it  was  found  necesssry  to  emit,   at  several  timesi 

nw^or     from  June,   1709,  to  October,   J713,  33^5001.  in  bills  of 

^**^*       credit.     Provision  had  been  made,  by  acts  of  assembly, 

for  the  catling  in^  of  the  whole,  wicfaib  the  tierm  of  about 

Amount  of  seven  years  from  the  termination  of  the  war.     Twenty 

biUs  of       thousand  pounds  only  were  ia  circulation  in  October,  1713. 

credit.       The  emissions  were  all  in  the  same  fotjn,  and^  by  a*  law  of 

the  colony,  the  bills  of  each  were  to  be  receiv-ed,  in  all  pay^* 

ments  at  the  treasury,  at.  five  per  cent,  better  than  money, 

or  more  than  expressed  on  the  face  of  the  bilL  In  all  other 

payments,  it  was  enacted,  that  they  should  be  received  as 

mone}'.     So  small  was  the  svm,  and  such*  was  the  advance 

at  which  the  bills  were  received  at  the  treasury,  that  they 

appear  to  have  suffered  little  or  no  depreciation.     As  some 

of  the  small  biHs  bad  been  altered,  and  the  sum  expressed 

made  greater  than  in:  the  original  ones,  the  afisembly  pas« 

sed  an  act  for  calling  them  all  in,  and  emitting  20,0001.  in 

new  bills,  which  the  treasurer  was  directed  to  issue*- 

After  pursuing  the  history  of  the  colony  nearly  eighty 
years,  from  the  commencement  of  its  first  settlements,  it 
appears^  that,  notwithstanding  the  many  wars,  numeroo* 
hardships,  and  difficulties,  which  it  had  almost  continually 
to  combat,  its  progress  in  numbers,  plantations,  husbandry, 
wealth,  and  commerce,  were  considterablc. 

Within  the  colony,  and  under  its  jurisdiction,  were  thirty- 
eight  taxable  towns,  and  forty  sent  deputies. 

Counties  and  Towns,  October  8th,  1713w 
I^omber  of     Covoftiy  of 
towns,  and     HarTFORD. 

I^tl'em^t  Hartford, 
orincorpo-  Weathersfield, 
ratioii.        Windsor, 

Farmington, 
Middletown, 
Simsbury, 


Time  of 

Haddam, 

1668 

Settlement, 

Glastenbury  made  a 

1635 

town, 

I69» 

1634 

Waierbury^ 

1686 

1635 

Windham, 

1691^ 

1644 

Plainfield, 

1689 

1651 

East-Haddam, 

1713 

1660 

Canterbury, 

1703 

Chap/XVIII. 

CONNECTICUT 

• 

Mansfield, 

1 703* 

Giiilford, 

1639 

Colchester, 

1698 

'Branford, 

1644 

Hebron, 

4704* 

Wallingford, 

1670 

Killi[\gly,  • 

1 708* 

East-Haven, 

1607 

Coventry, 

1709* 

Derby, 

1675 

County  of 

Time  of 

Durham, 

1699 

Nevt-London. 

Settlement, 

New-Milford, 

J  71 3* 

New-London, 

1648 

County  of 

Tmuof 

SaybroQJc, 

1^39    < 

Fairfield. 

Settlement* 

Norwich, 

1660 

Fairfield, 

1639 

Lyme, 

1667 

Stratford, 

1639 

Stonington, 

1658 

/jrreenwict. 

1640 

Killingworth, 

1663 

Stamford, 

1641 

Preston, 

1*686 

Norwalk, 

1651 

Lebanon  incorpora-               { 

Woodbury  incorpora- 

ted. 

1697 

ted. 

1674 

Voluntown, 

1700 

Danbury, 

1693 

Pomfret  incorporated,  1713*/ 

Newtown  incorpora- 

County of 
New-Havkn^ 

Timeof 

ted, 

1711* 

Settlement.    : 

Ridgefield  incorpora- 

New-Haven, 

1638 

ted, 

1709* 

Milford; 

1639 

45a 

Book  L 


1713. 


It  twas  customary  with  ihe  assembly,  from  the  first  set- 
tlement of  the  colony,  to  release  the  infant  towns  two, 
three,  or  four  years,  at  first,  from  all  taxes  to  the  common- 
wealth ;  and  especially  this  was  the  universal  practice, 
while  they  were  building  meeting-houses  and  settling  min- 
isters. For  these  reasons,  the  eight  towns  marked  with 
arstcfrisks,  at  this  time,  appear  to^have  been  released  fi'om 
public  taxation. 

Attempts  had  been  made  for  the  settlement  of  Ashford ; 
twoforoilies  moved  on  to  the  lands  in  1710,  and  began  set- 
tlements, but  it  was  not  incorporated  until  October,  1714» 
The  assembly  had,  also,  appointed  committees,  and  passed 
several  acts  respecting  the  settlement  of  New  Fairfield, 
but  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  incorporated  at  this 
time.  Excln^ve  of  the  towns  on  lyone-lsland,  and  some 
others  in  New- York,  and  the  towo  of  yy  esterly,  in  Rhode- 
Island,  Connecticut  had  settled  forty-fiyie  towns  under  its 
own  jurisdiction.  Forty  of  them  sent  deputies.  The 
house  .of  reprc^ntatiyes,  when  full,  consisted  of  eighty 
Biembers.  * 

The  grand  list  of  the  colony  was  28 1 ,0831.  The  militia  cofooy, 
consisted  of  a  regiment  in  each  county,  and  amountef)  tooumberof 
nearly  four  thousand  efiective  men.  The  number  of  *'^"  S^'jjj^jf**^ 
l^abitants  wag  about  seventeen  thousand.  ants. 

"The  shipping  consisted  of  twobrigantine^^ *bout  twenty 


jastof  tu 


IkL 
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Book  L  sloof^s,  and  some  other  smalt  vessels.    The  number  of 
Vi^^v^w/  seamen  did  not  exceed  a  hundred  and  twenty. 

1713.        There  were  three  considerable  towns  in  the  colony  un» 

Tpwos       der  the  government  of  Massachusetts,  Suffield,  Enfielcl,  and 

fI3r**fti«d  Woodstock.     Suffield  and  Enfield  were  part  of  Spring* 

|>7  EMassa-  ^^'^9  which  was  purchased  bv  Mr.  Pyncheon  and  his  coHi* 

chuMtts.    pany,  of  the  natives,  the  original  proprietors  of  the  soil* 

This  township,  like  Windsor,  was  of  great  extent.     At  first 

it  was  supposed  to  belong  to  Connecticut,  and  it  always 

would  have  done  had  not  the  boundary  line  been  fixed  con« 

trary  to  the  expectations  of  the  first  planters.     In  1670|  a 

grant  of  Saffield  was  made  to  major  John  Pyncheon,  Mr. 

Elizur  Holyoke,  Mr.  Thomas  Cooper,  Mr.  Benjamin  Coo* 

ly,  George  Cotton,  and  Rowland  Thomas,  by  the  gederdl 

court  of  Massachusetts,  as  a  conmiittee  to  lay  it  oot  and 

plant  a  township.    And  about  that  time  it  wa^  settled,  and 

incorporated  with  town  privileges. 

Enfield  was  settled  by  people  from  Massachusetts,  A* 
bout  the  year  1681.  A  grant  of  the  towqship,  which  is  six 
miles  square,  was  made  to  several  planter^  about  two  yeaf^ 
before.  The  planters  came  on  with  numbers  and  strencth* 
They  brought  with  them  two  youne  gentlemen,  one  Mr* 
Whittington  for  a  schoolmaster,  and  Mr.  Welch,  a  candi- 
date for  the  ministry,  to  be  their  preacher.  In  the  jest 
1769,  the  number  of  families  in  the  town  was  214,  and 
the  number  of  inhabitants  was  1,380.  The  town  wb% 
named  after  one  of  the  same  name  in  England.* 
Courts  in  Connecticut. 
Conrtaand  The  general  court,  or  assembly,  in  May  and  October* 
judges.  The  sessions  at  this  period,  generally,  did  not  exceed  ten 
or  twelve  days.  The  ex()ense  of  government  was  very 
inconsiderable.  The  expense  of  the  two  sessions  aniliHi- 
ly  hardly  amounted  to  400  pounds.  The  salary  of  ihtf 
^vernor  was  300  pounds,  and  that  of  the  deputy  goveiwor 
fifty  pounds.  The  whole  expense  of  govemiMnt)  pfobt* 
biy  did  not  exceed  eight  hundred  pounds  adniially4 

The  Superior  court,  which  was  made  circular  in  171K 
At  the  May  session^  171 1,  it  was  enacted,  that  there  sbooM 
be  one  superior  court  of  judicature  py^r  the  whole  cokmv  \ 
That  this  court  should  be  holden  annually,  within  and  rar 
the  county  of  Hartford  on  the  third  Tue^ys  in  Match  uoi 
September  :  Within  and  for  the  county  of  New-Haven  ofl 
tia^  second  Tuesdays  in  March  and  September :  Within 
arid  for  the  county  of  Fairfiekl)  at  Fairfield,  on  tk«  fini 

*  With  Inspect  to  Woodsteck  there  are  no  records  or  muates. 
t  The  expe^c  of  goyeiument  in  ConncctKhit  did  not  icnerarit  amoqat 
|6thaiaiarjorftj|hi|^g«ii^erMr,  ^     -     * 
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Tuesdays  in*  March  and  September;  and  within  and  Ibr  Book  h 
the  county  of  New-London  on  the  fourth  Tuesdays  in  said  s^rv^^/ 
months.  171S« 

This  court  Consisted  of  one  chief  judge  and  four  other 
judges,  three  of  whom  made  a  quorum.  The  judges  of 
the  court  wcise  all  magistrates.  William  Pitkin,  Esq.  was 
chief  judffe.  Richard  Christopher,  PeCer  Burr,  Samuel 
Eeils,  and  John  Hayncs,  Esquires,  were  assistant  judges. 
The  wages  of  the  chief  judge  were  ten  shillings  a  day, 
while  on  the  public  service.  The  other  judges  were  allow- 
ed the  fees,  by  law,  payable  to  the  bench. 

The  inferior,  or  county  courts.  At  the  session  in  May, 
1665,  counties  were  first  made.  From  that  time  each 
county  had  a  court  of  its  own.  This,  after  a  few  years, 
from  its  first  institution,  consisted  of  a  chief  judge  and  four 
justices  of  the  quorum.  The  busitiess  of  these  courts  has 
been  already  sufficiently  noticed. 

In  each  county  there  was  a  court  of  probates,  consisting 
of  one  judge  and  a  clerk.  In  this  all  testamentary  affairs 
were  managed.  Prom  this  court  appeals  might  be  had  to 
the  county  court.  One  of  the  magistrates  of  the  county 
tfas  commonly  judge  of  this  court.  It  met  frequently,  busi- 
ness was  done  witjh  ease  and  dispatch,  and  with  little  ex- 
pense to  the  fetherless  and  widow. 

The  manufactures  of  Connecticut  at  this  time,  were  very 
inconsiderable.  There  was  but  one  clothier  in  ti^e  colony. 
The  most  he  could  do  was  to  fujl  the  cloth  which  waa 
made.  A  great  proportion  of  it  was  worn  without  shear- 
log  or  pressing.* 

The  trade  of  the  colony  was  not  considerable.  Its  for^ 
(ign  commerce  was  inoeed  next  to  nothing.  The  only 
articles  exported  directly  from  it  to  Great-Britain  were 
turpentine,  pitch,  tar,  and  fur.  But  theser  more  generally 
were  sent  djrecdy  to  Boston  or  New- York,  and  were  trad- 
ed for  such  European  goods  as  wei^e  consumed  in  the  colo- 
ny. Its  principal  trade  was  with  Boston,  New^York,  and 
the  West-Indies.  To  the  tWQ  formed  the  merchants' traded 
in  the  produce  of  the  .colony,  wh^dit,  I'ye,  barley,  Indian 
corn,  peas,  pork,  beef,  and  fat  cattle^  * 

To  the  VVest-Indi^s  the  meircbarit$  exp6rted  horsey 
staves,  hoops,  pork,  beef,  and  cattle.  In  return  they  re«> 
ceived  rum,  sugar,  molasses,  cotton  wooK  bills  of  exchange, 
and  sometimes  small  sums  of  money.  But  little  more  was 
imported^  than  was  foUAd  necessary  for  home  cohsump^ 
tion. 

At  this  period  there  was  not  a  priqtcr  in  the  colony. 

f  Answer  to  qoetUoii)  lyom^tho  lord^  •f  trtde  tnd  pii^laiioof,  1719, 
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Book  !•  For  this  reason  a  great  proportion  of  the  laws  were  only  in 
s^^vx^  manuscript.  The  assembly  had  now  desired  the  govern- 
1713.  or  and  council  to  procure  a  printer  to  settle  in  the  colony. 
It  was  determined  soon  to  revise  and  print  the  laws  which 
made  the  assembly  more  urgent  in  the  affair  at  that  time. 
The  council  obtained  Mr.  Timothy  Green,  a  descendant 
of  Mr.  Samuel  Green  of. Cambridge  in  Massachusetts,  the 
first  printer  in  North-America.  The  assembly  for  his  en- 
couragement agreed  that  he  should  be  printer  to  the  gov- 
ernor and  company  and  that  he  should  have  fifty  pounds, 
the  salary  of  the  deputy  governor,  annually.  He  was  obli- 
ged to  print  the  election  sermons,  the  proclamations  for 
fests  and  thanksgivings,  and  laws  which  were  enacted  at 
the  several  sessions  of  the  assembly.  In  1714,  he  came 
into  Connecticut,  and  fixed  his  residence  at  New-London. 
He  and  his  descendants  were,  for  a  great  number  of  years, 
printers  to  the  governor  and  company  of  Connecticut.* 
At  the  period  to  which  the  history  is  brought  down,  almost 
all  that  part  of  the  colony  on  the  east  side  of  Connecticut 
was  settled.  Ashford,  Tolland,  Stafford,  Bolton,  and  two 
or  three  other  towns  have  been  setded  in  that  part  of  the 
colony^  and  the  greatest  part  of  the  county  of  Litchfield 
since.  T^  setdement  of  these  has  been  attended  with  lit- 
tle difficulty  in  comparison  with  what  was  experienced  in 
the  planting  and  defending  of  the  former. 

Who  can  contemplate  the  hardships,  labors,  and  dan- 
j!;ers  of  our  ancestors,  their  self-denial,  magnanimity,  firm*' 
ness,  and  perseverance,  in  defending  their  just  rights,  and 
the  great  expense,  though  they  were  poor,  at  which  they 
maintained  and  transmitted  the  fairest  inheritance  to  us,  and 
not  highly  esteem  and  venerate,  their  characters  ?  If  they 
had  some  imperfections,  yet  had  they  not  more  excellen- 
cies, and  did  they  not  effect  greater  thines,  for  themselves 
and  posterity,  than  men  have  generally  done  ?  Is  it  possi- 
ble to  review  the  sufferings,  dancers,  expense  of  blood  and 
treasure,  with  which  our  invaluable  liberties,  civil  and  re- 
ligious, have  been  transmitted  to  us,  and  not  to  esteei^ 
them  precious  ?  Not  most  vigilantly  and  vigorously  defend 
them  f  Shall  we  not  atall  hazards,  maintain  and  perpetuate 
them  ?  Can  we  coniemplaie  the  sobriety,  wisdooiy  integri- 
ty, industry,  economy,  public  spirit,  peaceableness,  good 
order,  and  other  virtues^  by  which  this  republic  hath  arisen 
from  the  smallest  beginnings,  to  its  present  strength,  opu- 
lence, beauty  and  respectatbility,  ana  not  admire  uose  vir- 
tues ?    Not  be  convinced  of  their  high  importance  to  soci- 

*  The  first  printer  in  this  colonj  was  Thomas  Short.  He  was  recom- 
roended  to  the  colony  bj  Mr.  Green.  He  came  to  New-Loodoo  about  die 
^ear  1709.    In  |7]0,  b«  printed  Bajbrook  Platfonn,  and  soon  after  die^. 
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ely  ?    Shall  wc  not  make  them  our  own  ?    And  by  the  con-  Book  I. 
stant  practice  of  them,  hand  down  our  distinguished  liber- 
ties, uignity,  ancf  happiness,  to  the  latest  ages  ? 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

A  Vttvn  of  the  churches  of  Connecticut^  from  1665  t6  17l4y 
continued  from  Chapter  XIIL     The  general  assembly  ap- 
point  a  synod  to  determine  points  of  religious  controversy^ 
The  ministers  decline  meeting  under  the  name  of  a  synod* 
The  assembly  alter  the  Tiame^  and  require  them  to  meet  as 
a  general  assembly  of  the  ministers  and  churches  of  Con- 
necticut.    Seventeen  questions  were  proposed  to  the  assent^ 
hlyto  he  discussed  and  answered*     The  assembly  of  min- 
isters and  churches  meet  and  discuss  the  questions*     The 
legislature  declare  that  they  had  not  beeti  decided^  and 
give  intimations  that  they  did  not  desire  that  the  ministers 
and  churches  of  ConnecticiU  should  report  their  opinion 
upon  them.     They  express  their  desires  of  .a  larger  coun- 
cil from  Massachusetts  and  New-Plymimth*     The  Rev* 
Mr*  Davenport  removes  to  Boston*     Dissension  at  Wind- 
8or.     Mr*  Bulkley  and  Mr*  Fitch  are  appointed  by  the  as- 
sembly to  deroise  some  way  in  which  the  churches  *migkt 
walk  together^   notroithstanding   their  different   opinions 
relative  to  the  subjects  of  baptism^  church  communion^  and 
the  mode  of  church  discipline*     The  church  at  Hartford 
divides,  and  Mr*  Whiting  and  his  adherents  are  allowed 
to  practise  upon  congregational  principles*      The  church 
at  Stratford  allowed  to  divide,  and  hold  distinct  meetings* 
Mr*  Walker  and  his  hearers,  upon  advice,  remove   and 
settle  the  town  of  Woodbury*     Deaths  and  characters  of 
the  Rev.  Messrs*  John  Davenport  and  John   Warliam* 
General  attempts  for  a  reformation  of  manners*  Religious 
slate  of  the  colony  in  1680.     Attempts  for  the  instruction 
and  christianizing  of  the  Indians  in  Connecticut*     Act  of 
the  legislature  respecting  Windsor*     The  peopis  there  re- 
quired peaceably  to  settle  and  support  Mr*  Mather*     Own- 
ing or  subscribing  the  covenant  introduced  at  Hartford, 
College  founded,  and  trustees  incorporated.     Worship  ac- 
cording to  the  mode  of  the  church  of  England  performed, 
in  this  colony,  first  at  Stratford*     Episcopal  church  gath- 
ered there*     Act  of  assethbly  requiring  the  ministers  and 
churches  of  Connecticut  to  meet  and  form  q  religious  eot^ 
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Book  I.      ttUution.     The^  meet  and  conwUe  the  Saybrook  Platform. 

Vi^^vx^  Articles  of  discipline.  Act  (fthe  legislature  adopting  ihi 
1666,  Platform.  Associations;  consociations.  General  assa* 
ciation.  Its  recommendations  relative  to  the  examination 
of  candidates  for  the  ministry  y  and  of  pastors  elect  previ- 
ous to  their  ordination.  Ministers,  churches,  and  ecclesi- 
astical societies  in  Connecticut,  in  1713.  Degree  of  in- 
struction.  The  lolwle  number  of  ministers  in  the  colong^ 
from  its  first  settlement  to  that  period. 

ALTHOUGH  tbc  legislature  of  Connecticut,  during  the 
controversy  respecting  tbe  union  of  the  colonies^ 
judged  it  expedient  to  transact  nothing  relative  to  the  re- 
ligious controversies  then  in  tbe  country,  yet,  as  soon  as 
the  union  was  well  established,  they  entered  seriously  up<» 
Oct.  iitb   ^^  measjires  to  bring  them  to  a  final  issue.     For  this  pur- 
1666.     ^  pose,  they  passed  the  following  act. 

^^  This  court  doth  conclude,  to  consider  of  some  way  or 
^^y^y^     means  to  bring  those  ecclesiastical  matters,  that  are  in  dif- 
m[^^  ^  ference  in  tbe  several  plantations,  to  an  issue,  by  stating 
some  suitable  accommodation  and  expedient  thereunto. 
And  do  therefore  order,  that  a  synod  be  called  to  consider 
and  debate  those  matters ;  and  that  the  Questions  present- 
ed to  the  ciders  and  ministers  that  are  called  to  this  synods 
shall  be  publicly  disputed  to  an  issue.     And  this  court 
^  doth  confer  power  to  this  synod,  being  met  and  constituted, 
*  to  order  ana  methodize  the  disputation ,  so  as  may  most 
conduce,  in  their  apprehension,  to  attain  a  regular  issue  of 
their  debates/' 

The  court  ordered,  that  all  tbe  preaching  elders,  or  min" 
isters,  who  were  or  should  be  settled  in  tins  colony,  at  the 
time  appointed  for  th^  meeting  of  the  synod,  should  be  sent 
to,  to  attend  as  members  of  it.  It  was  also  ordered  by  tbe 
legislature,  that  Mr.  Mitchell,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Sherman, 
and  Mr.  Glover,  of  Massachusetts,  should  be  invited  to  as* 
sist  as  members  of  tbc  synod.  It  was  also  ordered,  that^ 
'  upon  the  meeting  of  a  majority  of  the  preaching  elders  in 
the  colony,  they  should  proceed  as  a  synod.  Further,  it 
was  enacted,  that  tht  questions  proposed  by  this  assembly, 
should  be  tbe  questions  to  be  disputed  by  the*synod.  The 
meeting  of  the  synod  was  appointed  on  the  third  Wednes- 
day in  May,  1667.  The  secretary  was  directed  to  trans- 
mit to  all  the  ministers  in  this  colony,  and  those  invited 
from  the  Massachusetts,  a  copy  of  this  act  of  assembly,  and 
of  tbc  questions  to  be  disputed* 

It  seems,  that  tbe  ministers  bad  objections  to  meeting  as 
a  synod,  and  to  the  order  of  the  assembly  vesting  tbcm 
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with  synodical  powers.     Numbers  of  the  ministers  and  Book  I. 
churched  appear  to  have  been  too  jealous  for  their  liberties  v^^^/^^w/ 
to  admit  of  the  authority  of  synods  appointed  by  the  assem-    1 667. 
biy.     The  legislature,  to  ease  this  aifficulty,  in  their  May  Name  of 
session,  judged  it  expedient  to  alter  the  name  of  the  coun-  ^f  ^*'^'^^** 
cil,  and  to  call  it  an  assembly  of  the  ministers  of  Connecti-  lyf^y  9tii 
cut,  called  together  by  the  general  court,  for  the  discussing  1667. 
of  the  questions  stated,  according  to  their  former  order. 

The  assembly  of  ministers  convened  at  the  time  appoint-  The  as- 
led,  and  having  conversed  on  the  questions,  and  voted  not  scmbij  of 
to  dispute  them  publicly,  adjourned  until  the  fall,  deter-  n^w***^" 
mining  then  to  meet  again,  and  make  their  report,  should 
it  be  the  desire  of  the  legislature.     The  questions  were 
the  same  which  had  been  exhibited  ten  years  before.*  Th^ 
Fame  points  of  controversy  still  subsisted.     The  churches 
continued  in  their  former  strict  method  of  admitting  mem- 
bers to  their  communion^  and  maintained  their  right  to 
choose   their  ministers,   without  any  controul   from  tho         ^ 
towns  or  parishes  of  which  they  were  a  part.     It  does  not 
appear,  that  one  church  in  the  colony  had  yet  consented 
to  the  baptism  of  children,  upon  their  parents  owning  the 
covenant,  as  it  was  then  called.     It  was  insisted,  as  neces^ 
sary  to  the  baptism  of  children,  that  one  of  the  parents,  at 
least,  should  be  a  member  in  full  communion  with  the 
church,  and  in  regular  standing. 

It  seems,  that  the  assembly's  particularly  inviting  theocfsignd^ 
gentlemen  from  the  Massachusetts,  in  their  name,  to  attend  inyitio; 
tne  general  assembly  of  ministers  and  churches,  was  tocn-^^'JJ|^ 
lighten  and  soften  the  minds  of  the  ministers  of  Connecti- Massachm 
cut  in  those  points,  and  to  obtain  a  majority  in  the  assem-  Mtts. 
bIy  for  a  less  rigid  mode  of  proceeding.     Mr.  Mitchell  was 
the  most  powerful  disputant  of  his  day,  in  New-England, 
iu  favour  of  the  baptism  of  children,  upon  their  parents 
owning  the  covenant,  though  they  neglected  to  obey  and 
honour  Christ,  in  attending  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's 
Supper.     It  appeared,  however,  that  this  party  were  not 
able  to  carry  any  point  in  the  assembly,  and  that  the  ques-  * 

tions  were  not  likely  to  be  determined  according  to  the 
wishes  of  the  majority  of  the  legislature.  Measures  were, 
therefore,  adopted  to  prevent  the  meeting  and  result  of  the 
assembly,  at  tlieir  adjournment  in  the  falT. 

In  September,  the  commissioners  of  the  united  colonies  Refoln- 
met  at  Hartford,  and  they  interposed  in  the  aflbir.     They  t«»  of  the 
resolved,  "  That  when  questions  of  public  concernment,  ^JSe"*" 
about  matters  of  faith  and  order,  do  arise  in  any  colony,  gepJiggfj; 
ihat  the  decision  thereof  shoAild  be  referred  to  a  synod,  or 

•  See  chapter  xiii.  p,  31tl,  317. 
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Book  I.  council  of  messengers  of  churches,  indifferently  called  out 
K^^/^^  of  the  united  colonics,  by  an  orderly  agreement  of  all  the 
1667.    general  courts^  and  that  the  place  of  meeting  be  at,  or 
near  Boston."     This  vole  was,  doubtless,  obtained  by  the 
art  of  those  gentlemen,  among  the  civilians  and  ministers^ 
who  wished  to  prevent  the  meeting  of  the  assembly  of  min- 
isters, and  their  resulting  upon  the  questions. 
Applica-        The  reverend  elders  Warham,  Hooker,  and  Whiting,  in 
Cion  of       a  writing  under  their  hands,  represented  to  the  asseinbly, 
Mewjra.      3^  jhgj|.  session  in  October,  that  it  was  the  desire  of  the 
H<K)ke™'  assembly  of  ministers,  that  there  might  be  a  more  general 
and  Wbi-   meeting  of  ministers  from  Massachusetts,  to  assist  in  the 
^1^'  consideration  and  decision  of  the  questions  proposed.     It 

was  also  represented  to  the  assembly,  that  though  they  and 
others  were  for  dfeputing  the  questions  publicly,  and  offer- 
ed to  do  it,  yet  the  major  part  of  the  assembly  refused  th& 
offer. 
Rtprcsrnt-     The  Rev.  Mr.  Bulkley  and  Mr.  Haynes,  on  the  other 
i^oiM  of    hand,  in  a  letter  addressed  by  them  to  the  assembly,  repre- 
Bdkiev     scnted,  that  the  assembly  had  authorized  a  major  part  of 
and  the  ministers  to  methodize  thfe  proceedings  of  the  assem- 

Hajnefl.  biy,  and  that  a  majority  were  against  a  puUic  disputation 
of  the  questions :  That  it  was  viewed  as  what  would  dis- 
honour God,  disserve  the  peace  and  edification  of  the 
churches,,  and  the  general  interests  of  religion ;  and  it  was 
judged  most  expedient  to  deliberate  upon  and  decide  the 
questions  among  themselves,  as  was  usual  in  councils,  with- 
out a  public  disputation.  They  therefore  observed,  that 
whatever  fair  offers  were  made  them  to  dispute  the  ques- 
tions publicly,  they  could  not  consistently  ao  it,  as  it  was 
contrary  to  a  major  vote  of  the  assembly  of  the  mim'sters, 
and,  in  their  opinion,  would  disserve  the  interest  of  the 
churches.  With  respect  to  the  urescnt  application,  made 
by  Messrs.  Warham,  Hooker,  and  Whiting,  they  observed, 
that  it  appeared  strange  to  them,  as  a  considerable  number 
of  the  ministers  were  positively  against  it,  and  others  were 
neuter,  and  not  in  the  vote  for  a  more  general  council ;  and 
that  it  was  the  vote  of  the  assembly  of  ministers,  to  meet 
again  on  the  third  Wednesday  in  October.  They  assured 
the  legislature,  that  they  were  ready  and  determined  to 
obey  all  their  lawful  commands ;  and  they  desired  infor- 
mation from  them,  whether  the  assembly  of  ministers 
should  meet  again,  according  to  adjournment,  or  not  ?  The 
general  assembly  voted,  that  the  questions  bad  not  been 
decided,  and  desired  the  several  churches  and  plantations 
in  the  colony,  to  send  their  teaching  elders,  at  their  owa 
expense,  to  sit  in  council,  with  such  of  the  elders  of  Mas* 
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^achusetts  and  Plymouth  as  should  be  appointed,  to  con-  Book  T. 
sider  and  determine  the  points  in  controversy.     The  iis-  v^^-n-^h^ 
sembly  desired,  that  the  general  court  of  Massachusetts    IGCT. 
might  be  certified  of  the  afiair,   and  would  appoint  time 
and  place  for  the  meeting  of  a  synod,  if  they  should  judge 
it  expedient. 

Whether  the  assembly  really  wished  to  have  a  general 
council,  or  whether  this  was  only  a  matter  of  policy  to 
prevent  a  determination  of  the  questions  contrary  to  their 
wishes,  is  not  certain.  No  general  council,  however,  was 
called ;  nor  does  it  appear,  that  any  motion  was  made  af- 
terwards for  that  purpose.  Indeed,  the  legislature  seem 
to  have  fallen  under  the  conviction,  that  the  clergy  and 
churches  would  not  give  up  their  private  opinions,  in  faith 
and  practice,  to  the  decisions  of  councils ;  that  honest  men 
would  think  diflerently,  and  that  they  could  not  be  convin- 
ced and  made  of  one  mind  by  disputing.  No  further  at- 
tempts were  ever  made  by  them,  to  bring  those  points  to 
^  public  discussion. 

While  these  alTairs  were  transacting  in  Connecticut,  a 
remarkable  transaction  took  place  in  the  first  church  at 
Boston,  the  most  considerable  church  in  New-England. 
Their  pastor,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wilson,  was  one  of  the  synod 
in  1662,  and  one  who  bad  adopted  its  determinations  rela- 
tive to  the  subjects  of  baptism.     His  church  also  appeared 
to  have  consented  to  the  practice  of  admitting  persons  to 
own  their  covenant  and  oring  their  children  to  baptism. 
Nevertheless,  after  Mr.  Wilson's  decease,  they  elected  the  j>^ 
Rev.  Mr.  Davenport,  of  New-Haven,  for  their  pastor,  as  church  at 
the  only  gentleman  worthy  to  succeed  the  distinguished  Boston 
lights  which  had  illuminated  that  golden  candlesticlc.    He  ^n^^J^Ji 
had  publicly  written  against  the  synod,  and  was  one  of  the  for  their 
most  strict  and  rigid  ministers,  with  respect  to  the  admis-  paitor. 
sion  of  members  to  full  communion,  the  subjects  of  bap- 
tism, and  with  respect  to  church  discipline,  in  New-Eng- 
land.    He  had  now  arrived  nearly  to  seventy  years  of  age, 
yet,  in  1667,  upon  the  application  of  the  church  and  con- 
gregation at  Boston,  he  accepted  their  invitation,  and  the 
next  year  removed  to  that  capital.    He  had  been  about  He  re- 
thirty  years  minister  at  New-Haven,  and  was  greatly  es-  5?^J^** 
teemed  and  beloved  by  his  flock.     This  circumstance,  with   ^     * 
his  advanced  period  of  life,  made  his  removal  very  re- 
markable.    His  church  and  people  were  exceedingly  un- 
willing that  he  should  leave  them,  and,  it  seems,  never  for- 
mally gave  their  consent.     The  ailair,  on  the  whole,  was 
unhappy.     It  occasioned  a  separation  from  the  first  church 
ia  Boston ;  and  the  church  and  congregation  at  New-Ha<% 
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Book  I.  vcn,  for  many  years,  remained  in  an  uncomfortable  state, 
N,<"v^w/  unable  to  unite  in  the  choice  of  any  person  to  take  the 

1G67.    pastoral  charge  of  them. 
Cootea-         The  town  of  Windsor  had,  for  many  years,  been  almost 
Wbdso      in  perpetual  controversy,  relative  to  the  settlement   of  a 
piinister.     After  Mr.  Warham  became  advanced  in  years, 
he  wished  for  a  colleague,  to  assist  him  in  ministerial  la- 
bors.    Various  young  gentlemen  were  invited  to  preach  in 
the  town  ;  but  such  as  pne  part  of  the  people  chose  for  the 
minister,  the  other   would  violently  oppose.     Sometimes 
one  party  would  appear  with  great  zeal  fot*  one  candidate, 
and  the  other  would  strive  with  equal  engagedness  for  a- 
nother.     In  such  case  advice  had  been  given,   that  both 
the  persons,  for  whom  they  were  thus  contending,  should 
leave  the  town,  and  that  application  should   be  made  to 
some  other  candidate.     Much  heat  and  obstinacy,  howev* 
er,  continued  between  the  parties,  and  all  attempts  to  unite 
them  were  unsuccessful.     It  seems,  that  their  passions  were 
so  inflamed,  that,  upon  occasion  of  their  meetings,  their 
language  and  deportment  were  unbrotherly  and  irritating- 
One  Mr.  Chauncey   was  now  preaching  in  the  towu,  and 
parties  were  warmly  engaged  for  and  against  him.     The 
Act  of  as-  general   assembly,  in  this  state  of  their  affairs,  enacted, 
«emblyre-  ^*  That  all  the  freemen  and  householders  in  Windsor  and 
ppectjng     Massacoc   should  meet  at  the  meeting-house,  oa  Monday 
iunt°***^'  morning  next,  by  sun  an  hour  high,  and  bring  in  their 
Oct.  lotb,  votes  for  a  minister,  to  Mr.  Henry  Wolcott:    That  those 
7667.         who  were  for  Mr.  Chauncey  to  be  the  settled  minister  of 
Windsor,  bring  in  a  written  paper,  and  those  who  were  not 
for  him  to  give  in  a  paper  without  any  writing  upon  it ; 
That  the  inhabitants  during  the  meeting  forbear  all   dis<* 
course  and  agitation  of  any  matter,  which  may  serve  to 
provoke  and  disturb  each   othcr^s  spirits,  and  when  th^ 
meeting  is  over  return  to  their  several  occasions.'* 

Mr.  Wolcott  reported  to  the  assembly  the  state  of  the 
town,  that  there  were  eighty  six  votes  for  Mr.  Chauncey 
and  fifty  five  against  him.  The  assembly,  upon  the  peti- 
tion of  the  minor  party,  and  a  full  view  of  the  state  of  the 
town,  gave  ihem  liberty  to  settle  an  orthodox  minister  a- 
mong  themselves,  and  to  the  church  and  majority  of  the 
town  to  settle  Mr.  Chauncey,  if  they  judged  it  expedient, 
it  was  enacted,  that  the  minority  should  pay  Mv,  Chauncey 
until  they  should  obtain  another  minister  to  preach  and  re- 
side in  the  town,  Mr.  Chauncey  was  not  finally  ordained, 
but  the  affair  was  carried  so  far  that  a  separation  was  soon 
after  made  in  the  church,  and  a  distinct  church  was  formed 
by  the  niinority.  The  town  continued  in  an  unhappy  state 
of  division,  for  abovt  srxtcqn  years  from  this  time. 
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The  legislature,  having  given  over  all  further  attempts  Book  L 
10  compose  the  divisions  m  the  colony,  by  public  disputa-  v^^^v-%^ 
tion  and  the  decisions  of  general  councils,  determined  to    1G68. 
pursue  a  difTerent  course.     They  conceived  the  design  of  Attempt 
uniting  the  churches  in  some  general  plan  of  church  com-  fy  *P™ 
munion  and  discipline,  by  which  they  might  walk,  notwith-  amonstlit 
standing  their  dinerent  sentiments,  in  i)oints  of  less  impor-  charchet* 
lance*     With  this  view,  an  act  passed  authorizing  the  Rev« 
Messrs.  James  Fitch,  Gershom  Bulkley,  Joseph  Elliot,  and 
Samuel  Wakeman,  to  meet  at  Saybrook,  and  devise  a  way 
in  which  this  desirable  purpose  might  be  effected.     This 
appears  to  have  been  the  first  step  towards  forming  a  reli- 
gious constitution.     From  this  time  it  became  more  and 
more  a  general  object  of  desire  and  pursuit,  though  many 
years  elapsed  before  the  work  could  be  accomplished. 

Notwithstanding  the  divisions  in  the  church  at  Hartford,  Church  of   : 
some  years  since,  had  been  so  far  composed  and  healed,  ^y-^^ 
ihat  it  had  been  kept  together  until  this  time,  yet  there  into  two 
were  really  different  sentiments  among  the  brethren  and  be-  churchei.^ 
iween  the  ministers,  relative  to  the  qualifications  of  church 
members,  the  subjects  of  baptism,   and  the  mode  of  disci-  * 

pline.  Mr.  Whiting  and  part  of  the  church  were  zealous 
for  the  strictly  congregational  way,  as  it  has  been  called, 
practised  by  the  ministers  and  churches,  at  their  first  com- 
ing into  New-England.  Mr.  Haynes  and  a  majority  of  the 
congregation  were  not  less  engaged  against  it.  The  dif-  * 
ference  became  so  great,  that  it  was  judged  expedient, 
both  by  an  ecclesiastical  council  and  the  assembly,  that  the 
church  and  town  should  be  divided.    An  ecclesiastical  ^ 

council  having  first  advised  to  a  division,  the  general  as- 
sembly, in  October,  1669,  passed  the  following  net. 

'^  Upon  the  petition  presented  by  Joseph  Whiting,  &c.  Act  oft*, 
to  this  court,   for  a  distinct  walking   in  congregational  se<nb|M«- 
church  order,  as  bath  been  settled  according  to  the  council  ■P®^*"8**" 
of  the  elders,  the  court  doth  commend  it  to  the  church  at 
Hartford  to  take  some  effectual  course,  that  Mr.  Whiting, 
&c.  may  practise  the  congregational  way,  without  distur- 
bance, either  from  preaching  or  practice,  diversely  to  their 
just  offence;  or  else  to  grant  their  loving  consent  to  their 
brethren  to  walk  distinct,  according  to  such  their  congre-      * 
gational  principles ;  which  this  court  allows  liberty  in  Hart- 
ford  to  be  done*     But  if  both  these  be  refused  and  neglect- 
ed by  the  church,  then  these  brethren  may,  in  any  regular 
\vay,  relieve  themselves  without  offence  to  this  court."* 

*  Parties  ran  high  at  this  time  in  the  colony ;  fonr  atslstants  nnd  four- 
teen deputies  dissented,  and  desijed  ijnm  dissent  and  oaj&e«  to  be  record* 
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Book  I.      The  next  February,  Mr.  Whiting  and  his  adherents  re- 
v^^v^^w/  solved  and  covenanted  in  the  manner  following,  and  form- 

1670.  cd  the  second  church  in  Hartford. 
Declara-  '^  Having  had  the  consent  and  countenance  of  the  gene- 
tionofthe  ^^1  court,  and  the  advice  of  an  ecclesiastical  council  to  en-i 
fcrailne'  courage  us  in  embodying  as  a  church  by  ourselves,  accord- 
thesecoDd  ingly  upon  the  day  of  completing  our  distinct  state,  (viz. 
church.  February  12th,  1669t)  this  paper  was  read  before  the 
messengers  of  the  churches  and  consented  to  by  ourselves. 
Viz. 

"  The  holy  providence  of  the  Most  High  so  disposing, 
that  public  opposition  and  disturbance  hath,  of  late  years, 
been  given,  ooth  by  preaching  and  practice,  to  the  congre-* 
gational  way  of  church  order,  by  all  manner  of  orderly  es- 
tablishments settled,  and  for  a  longtime  unanimously  ap- 
proved and  peaceably  practised  in  this  place,  all  endeav^ 
ours  also  (both  among  ourselves  and  from  abroad)  with 
due  patience  therein,  proving  fmiitless  and  unsuccessful  to 
the  removing  of  that  disturbai>ce  ;  We,  whose  names  are 
after  mentioned,  being  advised  by  a  council  of  the  neigh- 
bouring churches,  and  allowed  also  by  the  honorable  gene- 
ral court,  to  dispose  ourselves  into  a  capacity  of  distinct 
walking,  in  order  to  a  peaceable  and  edifying  enjoyment 
of  all  God^s  holy  ordinances.  Do  declare,  that  accoraing  to 
the  light  we  have  hitherto  received,  the  forementioned  coo- 
gre^ational  way  (for  the  substance  of  it)  as  formerly  set- 
tled, professed  and  practised,  under  the  guidance  of  the 
first  leaders  of  this  church  of  Hartford,  is  the  way  of  Christ; 
and  that  as  such  we  are  bound  in  duty  carefully  to  observe 
and  attend  it,  until  such  further  light,  (about  any  particular 

{)oints  of  it)  shall  appear  to  us  from  the  scripture,  as  may 
ead  us,  with  joint  or  general  satisfiaiction,  to  be  otherwise 
persuaded.  Some  main  heads  or  principles  of  which  con- 
gregational way  of  church  order  are  those  that  follow.  Viz. 

1.  '^  That  visible  saints  are  the  only  fit  matter,  and  con- 
federation the  only  form  of  a  visible  church. 

2.  '^  That  a  competent  number  of  visible  saints,  (with 
their  seed)  embodied  by  a  particular  covenant,  are  a  true, 
distinct,  and  entire  church  of  Christ. 

3.  ^'  That  such  a  particular  church,  beine  organized,  or 
having  furnished  itself  with  those  officers  which  Christ  hath 
appointed,  hath  all  power  and  privileges  of  a  church  be- 
longing to  it. 

"In  special, 

1.  "To  admit  or  receive  members. 

2.  "  To  deal  with,  and  if  need  be,  reject  offenders, 
t  Thif,  according  to  the  present  node  of  dating,  wat  Febrnarj,  ISTQ^ 
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3.  "  To  administeF  and  enjoy  all  other  ecclesiastical  or-  Book  L 
finances  within  itself*  v^-n/-^^ 

4.  "That  the  power  of  guidance,  or  leading,  belongs    1670. 
only  to  the  eldership,  and  the  power  of  judgment,  consent, 

or  privilege,  belongs  to  the  fraternity,  or  brethren  in  full 
x;onimunion. 

5.  "  That  communion  is  carefully  to  be  maintained  be- 
tween the  churches  of  Christ  according  to  his  order.  ' 

6.  "  That  counsel,  in  cases  of  difficulty,  is  to  be  sought 
and  submitted  to  according  to  God*''  . 

Having  made  this  declaration,  the  brethren  proceeded  to 
covenant  in  the  following  manner : 

"  Since  it  hath  pleased  God,  in  his  infinite  mercy,  to 
manifest  himself  willing  to  take  unworthy  sinners  near  un- 
to himself,  even  into  covenant  relation  to  and  interest  in 
him,  to  become  a  God  to  them,  and  avouch  them  to  be  his 
people,  and  accordingly  to  command  and  encourage  them 
to  give  up  themselves  and  their  children  also  to  him ; 

"  We  do,  therefore,  this  day,  in  the  presence  of  God, his 
holy  angels,  and  this  assembly,  avouch  the  Ix)rd  Jeho- 
vah, the  true  and  living  God,  even  God  the  Father,  the 
Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  be  our  God,  and  give  up  f 

ourselves  and  ours  also  unto  him,  to  be  his  subjects,  and 
servants  ;  promising  through  grace  and  strength  in  Christ 
(without  wnom  we  can  do  no&ing)  to  walk  in  professed 
subjection  to  him  as  our  Lord  and  Lawgiver,  yielding 
universal  obedience  to  his  blessed  will,  according  to  what 
discoveries  be  hath  made,  or  shall  hereafter  make,  of  the 
same  to  us ;  in  special,  that  we  will  seek  him  in  all  his  ho- 
ly ordinances,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  gospel,  submit- 
ting to  his  government  in  this  particular  church,  and 
walking  together  therein,  with  all  brotherly  love  and  mu- 
tual watchtulness,  to  the  building  up  of  one  another  in 
faith  and  love  unto  his  praise.  All  which  we  promise  to 
perform,  the  Lord  helping  us,  through  his  grace  in  Jesus 
Christ." 

Nearly  at  the  same  time,  when  the  contentions  commen-  ControTer- 
ced  in  the  church  at  Hartford,  the  people  at  Stratford  fell  V  .and  di- 
into  the  same  ynhappy  state  of  controversy  and  division,  thednirch 
During  the  administrations  of  Mr.  Blackman,  their  first  at  strat- 
pastor,  the  church  and  town  enjoyed  great  peace,  and  con-  ^^^^'  . 
ducted  their  ecclesiastical  affairs  with  exemplary  harmony. 
However,  he  was  far  advanced  in  years,  and  about  the 
year  1663  became  very  infirm,  and  unable  to  perform  his 
ministerial  labors.     The  church,  therefore,  applied  to  Mr.  ^r, 
Israel  Chaunccy,  son  of  the  president  Charles  Chauncey,  Chanucej 
of  Cambridge, '  to  make  them  a  visit  and  preach  among  ^''*^**°®**' 


•  • 
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Boor  I.  them.    A  tnajoriijr  of  the  church  and  town  chose  him  for 
w^-v-'^/  their  pastor,  and  in  1665  he  was  ordained.*     But  a  large 
1670.    and  respectable  part  of  the  church  and  town  were  oppos- 
ed to  his  ordination.     To  make  them  easy,  it  was  agreed, 
that  if,  after  hearing  Mr.  Chauncey  a  certain  time,  they 
should  continue  dissatisGcd  with  bis  ministry,  they  should 
have  liberty  to  call  and  settle  another  minister,  and  have 
the  same  privileges  in  the  meeting  house  as  the  other  par- 
ty.    Accordingly,  after  hearing  Mr.  Chauncey  the  time 
agreed  upon,  and  not  being  satisfied  with  his  ministerial 
performances,  they  invited  Mr.Zechariah  Walker  to  preach 
^  to  them,  and  finally  chose  him  for  their  pastor.     He  was 

Walker  ordained  to  the  pastoral  oflSce  In  a  regular  manner,  by  the 
ordaioed.  Rev.  Mr.  Hayncs  and  Mr.  Whiting,  the  ministers  of  Hart- 
ford, sometime  about  the  year  1667,  or  1668.  Both  min- 
isters performed  public  worship  in  the  same  house.  Mr. 
Chauncey  performed  his  services  at  the  usual  hours,  and 
Mr.  Walker  was  allowed  two  hours  in  the  middle  of  the 
day.  But  after  some  time,  it  so  happened,  that  Mr.  Walk- 
er continued  his  service  longer  than  usual.  Mr.  Chauncey 
and  his  people  coming  to  the  house  and  finding  that  Mr. 
^  Walker's  exercises  were  not  finished,  retired  to  a  private 

house,  and  there  performed  their  afternoon  devotions* 
They  were,  however,  so  niucli  displeased,  that  the  next 
day  they  went  over  to  Fairfield,  and  exhibited  a  complaint 
to  major  Gould,  one  of  the  magistrates,  against  Mr.  Walk-* 
er.  The  major,  upon  hearing  the  case,  advised  to  pacific 
measures,  and  that  Mr.  Walker  should  be  allowed  three 
hours  for  the  time  of  his  public  exercises. 

In  May,  1G69,  the  general  assembly  advised  the  town  to 
grant  Mr.  W^alker  full  three  hours  for  his  exercises,  unul 
the  next  assembly  in  October.  In  the  mean  time,  tbepar- 
tics  were  directed  to  call  an  able  council  to  give  them  ad- 
vice and  assistance,  and  if  possible  to  reconcile  them. 
All  attempts  for  a  reconciliation,  however,  were  unsucccai* 
ful.  The  parties  became  more  fixed  in  their  oppositioa^ 
to  each  other,  and  their  feelings  and  conduct  more  and 
more  unbrotherly.  At  length,  Mr.  Chauncey  and  the  ma- 
jority 'excluded  Mr.  Walker  and  his  hearers  the  meeliog 
house,  and  they  convened  and  worshipped  in  a  private 
dwelling. 

Governor  Winihrop,  affected  with  the  unhappy  contro- 
versy and  animosities  subsisting  in  the  town,  advised,  that 
JVlr.  W^alker  and  his  church anupeople  should  remove, and 

*  Hit  ordination  was  in  the  indqiendent  mode.  It  hai  been  the  tradi- 
tioii,  tiiat  Elder  Brinsmade  laid  on  hands  with  a  leathers  mitteo.  Uc1m»  it 
hjMi  been  termed  the  leathern  miiea  ordifiutiv/n. 
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that  d  tract  of  land,  for  the  settlement  of  a  new  township,  Book  I. 
should  be  granted  for  their  encouragement  and  accommo*  s^^>^^^^ 
dation.    Accordingly,  Mr.  John  Sherman,*  Mr.  William    ]670f 
Curtiss,  and  their  associates,  were  authorized  to  begin  a 

Elantation  at  Pomperaug.  Consequently,  Mr.  Walker  and 
is  people  removed  and  settled  the  town  of  Woodbury, 
about  the  years  1673  and  1674.  This  gave  peace  to  the 
town  of  Stratford,  and  Mr.  Walker  and  his  church  and  con- 
gregation walked  in  harmony  among  themselves  and  with 
their  sister  churches. 

The  tradition  is,  that  Mr.  Walker  and  his  church  were 
not  so  independent,  in  their  principles,  as  the  church  of 
Stratford ;  and  that  Mr.  Walker  was  a  more  experimental, 
pungent  preacher,  than  Mr.  Chauncey.  Mr.  Chauncey 
was  learned  and  judicious.  They  both  became  sensible 
that  their  conduct  towards  each  other,  during  the  contro- 
versy at  Stratford,  had  not,  in  all  instances,  been  brotherly,  ^ 
and,  after  some  time,  made  concessions  to  each  other,  be- 
came perfectly  reconciled,  and  conducted  towards  each 
other  with  brotherly  affection. 

During  these  transactions,  those  venerable  fathers,  who  Death  and 
bad  been  singularly  instrumental  in  planting,  and  had  long  ^^^|S^^ 
illuminated  the  churches  of  Connecticut  and  New-Eng-  ^enpSr^ 
land,  the  Rev.  John  Davenport  and  the  Rev.  John  War- 1670. 
bam,  finished  their  course.  Mr.  Davenport  died  at  Bos- 
ton, of  an  apoplexy,  March  15th,  1670,  in  the  73d  year  of 
bis  age.  He  was  born  in  the  city  of  Coventry,  in  War- 
wickshire, 1 597.  His  father  was  mayor  of  the  city.  At 
about  fourteen  years  of  age,  he  was  supposed  to  become 
truly  pious,  and  was  admitted  into  Brazen  Nose  college,  in 
the  university  at  Oxford.  When  he  was  nineteen,  he  be- 
came a  constant  preacher  in  the  city  of  London.  He  ap- 
pears, from  his  earlv  life,  to  have  been  a  man  of  public 
spirit,  planning  and  attempting  to  serve  the  general  wel- 
fare of  the  church.  About  the  vear  1626,  he  united  with 
Eh>  Gouge,  Dr.  Sibs,  and  Mr.  Offspring,  the  lord  mayor 
of  London,  the  king's  sergeant  at  law,  and  with  several 
other  attorneys  and  citizens,  in  a  design  of 'purchasing  im- 
propriations, and,  with  the  profits  of  them,  to  maintain  a 
constant,  able,  and  laborious  ministry,  in  those  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  where  the  poor  people  were  destitute  of  the 
word  and  ordinsmces,  ana  such  a  ministry  was  most  need- 
ed, and  would  be  of  the  greatest  utility.     Such  incredible 

*  Mr.  Sherniao  was  son  of  the  Re?.  John  Sherman,  of  Watertown,  he 
was  some  years  speaker  of  the  lower  house,  and  afterwards  one  of  the 
magistrates  of  this  colony.  He  was  one  of  Mr.  Walker's  principal  hear- 
ers. 
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Book  I.  progress  was  made  in  this  charitable  design,  that  all  the 
v.^-N/-^/  church  lands,  in  the  hands  of  laymen,  would  have  been 
1670»  soon  honestly  recovered  to  the  immediate  service  of  the 
reformed  religion.  But  bishop  Lsrud,  viewing  the  underta- 
king with  a  jealousi  eye,  lest  it  might  serve  the  cause  of 
non-conformity,  caused  a  bill  to  be  exhibited  ia  the  ex- 
chequer chamber,  by  the  king's  attorney-general,  against 
the  feoffees,  who  had  the  management  of  the  affair.  By 
this  means,  an  act  of  court  was  procured,  condemning  the 
proceedings,  as  dangerous  to  the  church  and  state.  The 
feolfments  and  contrivances  made  to  the  charitable  design, 
were  declared  to  be  illegal,  the  company  was  dissolved, 
and  the  monev  was  confiscated  to  the  use  of  bis  majesty. 
But  as  the  aflair  met  with  general  approbation,  and  multi- 

*  ludcs  of  wise  and  devout  people  extremely  resented  (he 
conduct  of  the  court,  the  crime  was  never  prosecnted* 
Laud,  however,  watched  Mr.  Davenport  with  a  jealous 
eve,  and  as  he  soou  after  discovered  inclinations  to  non- 

•  conformity,  he  marked-  him  out  as  an  object  of  his  ven* 
gcance.     Mr.  Davenport,  therefore,  to  avoid  the  storm,  by 
the  coiTscnt  of  his  people,  resigned  his  pastoral  charge  in 
Coleman-street.     He  hoped,  by  this  means,   to  enjoy  a 
quiet  life;  but  he  found  his  expectations  sadly  disappoint- 
ed.    He  was  so  constantly  harassed  by  one  busy  and  furi- 
ous pursuivant  after  another,  that  he  was  obliged  to  leave 
the  kingdom,  and  retire  into  Holland.    In  1633^  he  arrived 
at  Amsterdam,  and,  at  the  desire  of  the  people,  who  met 
Jtim  on  his  way,  became  colleague  pastor  with  the  aged  Mr. 
Paget.     After  about  two  years,  finding  that  he  could  nol 
conscientiously  administer  bapUsm  in  that  loose  way,  to  all 
sorts  of  children,  practised  in  the  Dutch  churches,  he  de- 
sisted from  his  ministry  at  Amsterdam.     While  he  was  in 
this  city,  he  received  letters  from  Mr.  Cotton,  at  Boston, 
acquainting  him,  that  the  order  of  the  churches  and  com- 
monwealth was  then  so  setiled,  in  New-Englaod^  by  com- 
mon consent,  that  it  brought  into  his  mind  the  new  heaven 
and  the  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteousness.    He, 
therefore,  returned  to  London,  and  having  shipped  him- 
self, with  a  number  of  pious  people,  came  mto  Mew-Eng- 
land; and,  as  has  been  related,  settled  at  New-Haven. 
He  was  a  preacher  of  the  gospel  about  fifty-four  years, 
nearly  thirty  of  which  were  spent  at  New-IJavcn,     He  was 
eminently  pious,  given  to  devotion  in  secret  and  private; 
and  it  was  supposed  that  he  was  abundant  in  ejaculatory 
prayer.     He  is  characterized  as  a  hard  student  and  uni- 
versal scholar;  as  a  laborious,  prudent,  etemplary  miais- 
vcr ;  as  an  excellent  preacher,  speaking  with  a  gr^viiyi 
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energy,  and  agreeatleness,  of  which  few  of  his  brethren  Book  h 
were  capable.  It  is  said,  he  was  acquainted  with  great  v^-v^^/ 
wen,  and  great  things,  and  was  great  himself.*  1C70» 

The  Rev.  John  Warham  survived  Mr.  Davenport  but  a 
short  time.  He  expired  on  the  1st  of  April,  1670.  Me 
was  about  forty  years  minister  in  New-England ;  six  at 
Dorchester,  and  thirty*four  at  Windsor.  He  was  distin- 
guished forfpiety  and  the  strictest  morals ;  yet,  at  times, 
>wa6  subject  to  great  gloominess  and  religious  melancholy. 
Such  were  his  doubts  and  fears,  at  some  times,  that  when 
he  administered  the  Lord's  supper  to  his  brethren,  he  did 
not  participate  with  them,  fearing  that  the  seals  of  the  ' 
covenant  did  not  belong  to  him.  It  is  said,  he  was  the 
first  minister  in  New-England  who  used  notes  in  preach- 
ing; yet  he  was  applauded  by  his  hearers,  as  one  of  the 
most  animated  and  energetic  preachers  of  his  day«  He 
i¥as  considered  as  one  of  the  principal  fathers  and  pillars 
of  the  churches  of  Connecticut. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  with  Philip  and  the  Narragan-  Oct.  KU 
set  Indians,  the  general  assembly  recommended  it  to  the  ^^«coin- 
ministers  through  the  colony,  to  take  special  pains  to  ia-tiwoofa 
struct  the  people  in  the  duties  of  religion,  and  to  stir  up  reTorma'- 
and  awaken  them  to  repentance,  and  a  general  reforma-  ^^°  ^ 
tion  of  manners.     They,  also,  appointed  a  day  of  solemn  "**•"**"• 
fiaisting  and  prayer,  to  supplicate  the  divine  aid,  that  they 
might  be  enabled  to  repent,  and  sincerely  amend  their 
"ways.  The  same  measures  were  recommended,  at  the  May 
session,  the  next  year,  and  the  people  were  called  to  hu- 
miliation and  prayer,  under  a  deep  sense  of  the  abounding 
of  sin  and  the  dark  aspects  of  Providence. 

The  general  court,  about  three  years  after,  for  the  more  May, 
effectual  preservation  and  propagation  of  religion  to  pos- 1680. 
terity,  recommended  it  to  the  ministry  of  this  colony,  upon  ^**®^''*" 
the  Lord^s  day,  to  catechise  all  the  youth  in  their  respect-  comio^iid- 
ive  congrefl^tions,  under  twenty  years  of  age,  in  the  as-  ed. 
aembly  of  mvines,  or  some  other  oKhodox  catechism.     To 
continue  and  increase  unity  in  religious  sentiments  among 
the  people,  and  ihat  ihey  might  have  the  advantage  of  par- 
ticipating in  the  variety  of  ministerial  gifts,  it  was  also  re-  Countj 
commended  to  the  ministers,  to  attend  a  weekJy  lecture  in  'ecturet 
each  county,  on  Wednesday,  in  such  manner  as  they  should  J^nSed 
judge  most  subservient  to  these  purposes.! 

The  religious  state  of  the  colony,  at  this  time,  is  given 

^  Magnalia,  B.  HI.  p.  51 — 57,  He  left  a  respectable  faniilj,  and  hif 
descendants  have  supported  its  dignitj  to  the  present  time.  8ome  of  them 
bave  been  in  the  idbistrj,  and  others  magistrates  of  this  colooj. 

.f  Eecords  of  the  colony. 


468  .  HISTORY  OF  Chat.  XIX. 

Book  I.  in  an  answer  to  the  queries  of  the  lords  of  trade  and  plao- 
v^-N/"V^  tations.     It  is  to  the  following  effect. 

1676.        "  Our  people,  in  this  coloqy,  are  some  of  them  strict  con- 
Religious   gregational  men,  others  more  large  congregational  men, 
steteofthegnj  ftome  moderate  presbylerians.     The  congregational 
"*^'      men,  of  both  sorts,  are  the  greatest  part  of  the  people  iii 
the  colony.     There  are  four  or  five  seventh  day  men,  and 
about  so  many  more  quakcrs.'^ 
*  "  Great  care  is  taken  for  the  instruction  of  the  people  in 

the  christian  religion,  by  ministers  catechising  of  them,  and 
{)reacbine  to  them  twice  every  sabbath  day,  and  some* 
times  on  lecture  days;  and  by  roasters  of  families  instruc- 
ting and  catechising  their  children  and  servants,  which  they 
are  required  to  do  oy  law.  In  our  corporation  are  twen- 
ty-six towns,  and  twenty-one  churches.  There  i6  in  every 
town  in  the  colony  a  settled  minister,  except  in  two  towns 
newly  begun."  In  some  towns  there  were  two  ministers  5 
so  that  there  were,  on  the  whole,  then  about  the  same  num^ 
ber  of  ministers  as  of  towns.  There  was  about  one  minis- 
ter, upon  an  average,  to  every  four  hyndrcd  and  sixty  per- 
sons, or  to  about  ninety  families. 
AttemptB  While  settlements  and  churches  were  forming  in  various 
tochfift-  parts  of  the  colony,  and  the  English  inhabitants  were  pro- 
timisetbe  viding  for  their  own  instruction,  some  pains  were  taken  to 
**  """•  instruct  and  christianize  the  Connecticut  Iridians.  A  law 
was  made,  obliging  those  under  the  protection  of  the  gor- 
ernmcnt  to  keep  the  christian  sabbath.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Fitch  was  particularly  desired  to  teach  Uncas  and  his  fam- 
ily Christianity;  A  large  bible,  printed  in  the  Indian  lan- 
guage, was  provided  and  given  to  the  Moheagan  sachemSy 
that  they  might  read  the  scriptures.  When  the  council  of 
tuinisters  met  at  Hartford,  in  1657,  the  famous  Mr.  Elliot, 
hearing  of  the  Podunk  Indians,  desired  that  the  tribe  might 
be  assembled,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  offenng 
Christ  to  them  for  their  Saviour. 

By  the  influence  of  some  principal  gentlemen,  tbey  were 
persuaded  to  come  together,  at  Hartford,  and* Mi*.  Elliot 
preached  to  them  in  their  own  language,  and  labored  to 
instruct  them  concerning  their  Creator  and  Redecmkb. 
When  he  had  finished  his  sermon,  and  explained  the  matte* 
to  them,  he  desired  an  answer  from  them,  whether  they 
would  accept  of  Jesus  Christ  for  their  Saviour,  as  he  haiq[ 
been  ofiered  to  them  ?  But  their  chief  men,  with  grearscom 
and  Vesentment^  utterly  refiised.  Th^y  said  the  English 
had  taken  away  their  (ands,  and  were  attempting  now  tQ 
make  them  servants. • 

Mr.  Stone  and  Mr.  ITewton,  before  this  time,  had  boU^ 
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been  employed,  at  tbe  desire  of  the  colony,  to  teach  the  Booi^  I* 
Indians  in  Hartford,  Windsor,  Farmington,  and  that  vicini-  ^,^^^r^/ 
ty ;  and  one  John  Minor  was  employed  as  an  interpreter,  1680. 
and  was  taken  into  Mr.  Stone's  family,  that  he  might  be 
further  instructed  and  prepared  for  that  service.  •  Cate- 
chisms were  prepared  by  Mr.  Ellio(  and  others,  in  the  In- 
dian language,  and  spread  among  the  Indians.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Pierson,  it  seem^,  learned  the  Indian  language  and 
preached  to  the  Connecticut  Indians.  A  considerable  sum 
was  allowed  him  by  the  commissioners  of  the  united  colp- 
|iies ;  and  a  sum  was  also  granted  by  them,  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  Indians  in  the  county  of  New-Haven.*  Th^ 
ministers  of  the  several  towns,  where  Indians  lived,  in* 
structed  them,  as  they  had  opfiortunity ;  but  all  attempts 
for  christianizing  the  Indians,  in  Connecticut,  were  attend- 
ed with  little  sqccess.  They  were  eng^jged,  a  great  part 
of  their  time,  in  such  implacable  wars  among  the^lselves, 
were  so  totally  ignorant  of  letters  and  the  English  lan- 
guage, and  t|ie  English  ministers,  in  general,  were  so  en- 
lire^  ignorant  of  their  dialect,  that  it  was  extremely  diflS'- 
cult  to  teach  them.  Not  one  Indian  church  was  ever  gath- 
ered, by  th^  English  ministers,  in  Connecticut.  Several 
Indians,  however,  in  one  town  and  another,  became  chris- 
tians, and  were  baptized  and  admitted  to  full  communion  iq 
the  English  churches.  Sope  few  were,  admitted  into  the 
church  at  Farmington,t  and  some  into  the  church  at  Derby. 
One  of  the  sachems  of  the  Indians  at  Naugatuck  falls,  wa.s 
a  member  of  the  church  at  Derby,  and  it  has  been  said 
that  he  was  a  ^ober  well  conducted  man.  Some  few  of  the 
Mohea^ns  have  professed  Christianity,  and  been,  many 
years  since,  admitted  tq  full  communion  in  ^he  north  church 
la  New-London. 

The  gospel,  however,  hath  had  by  iiar  the  most  happy 
effect  upon  the  Quinibaug,  or  Plainfield  Indians,  of  any  in 
Connecticut.  They  ever  lived  peaceably  with  the  Efng- 
lish,  and  about  the  year  1745,  in  the  time  of  the  great  , 
awakening  and  reformation  in  New-England,  they  became 
greatly  a&cted  with  the  truths  of  the  gospel,  professed 
Christianity,  and  gave  th^  strongest  evidehce  of  a  real  con* 
version  to  God.  They  were  filled  with  the  knowledge  of 
salvation,  and  expressed  it  to  admiration.  They  were  en- 
tirely reformed  as  to  their  manner  of  living.  They  became 
tempeikte,  and  abstained  from  drinking  to  excess,  which  it 

> 

*  Records  of  the  united  coMtt. 

t  There  was  an  lodiao  school  formeriT  kept  in  this  town,  at  the  expense 
oftbe  society  for  prop«falBg«briitiaouainedgeafiK>ng  the  lodiaw  The 
namber  of  Indian  scholan  was  sometiaw •  fifltcn  or  six  te«B. 


>lk 
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Book  I.  had  before  been  found  utterly  idpossible  to  effect  by  any 
\^-v-^/  other  means.     They  held  religious  meetings,  and  numbers 
lt680.    of  them  formed  into  church  state  and  had  the  sacraments 
administered  to  them*  J 

Upon  the  assembly's  granting  liberty  to  the  minor  parly 
in  Windsor  to  call  and  settle  an  orthodox  minister,  ttey 
immediately  called  one  Mr.  Woodbridge  to  preach  among 
them.     Mr.  Chauncey  and  Mr.  Woodbridge  continued  to 
preach,  one  to  one  party,  and  the  other  to  the  other,  from 
1667  to  1680.     Several  councils  had  been  called  to  ad- 
vise and  unite  the  parties,  but  it  seems  none  had  judged  it 
expedient  to  ordain  either  of  the  gentlemen  ;  but  after  a 
separation  of  about  ten  years,  a  council  advised,  that  both 
ministers  should  leave  the  town,  and  that  the  churches  and 
parlies  should  unite,  and  call  and  setde  one  minister  over 
the  whole.     As  the  parties  did  not  submit  to  this  advice,  it 
seems,  that  another  council  was  called  three  years  after- 
«         wards,  May,  1680,  which  gave  the  same  advice,  but  the 
parties  did  not  comply.     The  general  assembly  therefore 
interposed  and  passed  the  following  act. 
Act  of  as-      *'  This  court,  biving  considered  the  petition  of  some  of 
teTtl'^  t    ^^^'^^s®''  people  and  the  sorrowful  condition  of  the  good 
Windsor,   peop!^  there,  and  finding,  that  notwithstanding  all  means 
Oct.  14th,  of  healing  afforded  them,  they  do  remain  in  a  bleeding  state 
'^^        and  condition,  do  find  it  necessary  for  this  court   to  exert 
their  authority  towaixis   issuing  or  putting   a  stop  to  die 
present  troubles  there;  and  this  court  do  hereby  declare, 
that  they  find  all  the  good  people  of  Windsor  obliged  to 
stand  to,  and  rest  satisfied  with  the  advice  and  issue  of  the 
council  they  chose  to  hear  and  issue  their  matters  ;  which 
advice  being  given  ond  now  presented  to  the  court,  dated 
January,  1677,  this  court  doth  confirm  the  same,  and  order 
that  there  be  a  seasonable  uniting  of  the  second  society  in 
Windsor  with  the  first,  according  to  order  of  council,  by  an 
orderly  preparation  for  their  admission  ^  and  if  there  be  ob- 
jection against  the  life  or  knowledge  of  any,  then  it  be  ac- 
cording to  the  council's  advice  haard  and  issued  by  Mr. 
Hooker  and  the  other  moderator's  successor;  and  that 
both  the  former  ministers  be  released :   And  that  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  seek  out  for  a  minister,  with  the  ad- 
vice of  the  church  and  town  collectively,   by  their  major 
vote,  do  vigorously  pursue  the  procuring  of  an  able,  orth» 
dox  minister,  qualified  according  to  the  advice  of  thejgov*^ 
crnorand  council,  and  ministers,  May  la&t;  and  all  the 
good  people  of  Windsor  are  hereby  required  to  be  aiding 

I  Manuscripts  from  Plainfield.    These  Indimiii  wfTB  muiercHU  at  the  Hm 
whetk  the  town  was  settled,  amoonting  to  4  or  500. 
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and  assisting  therein,  and  not  in  the  least  to  opiiose  Book  T. 
and  hinder  the  same,  as  they  will  answer  the  contrary  at  s^'-n^-x^ 
their  periL"*  1682; 

In  consequence  of  this  act,  Mr.  Samuel  Mather  was  in-> 
vited  to  preach  to  the  people,  and  about  two  years  after, 
was  ordained  to  the  pastoral  office  over  the  whole  town. 
The  two  parties  were  generally  united  in  him,  and  to  com- 
plete the  union  of  the  town  and  churches,   the  assembly 
enacted, "  That  the  people  at  Windsorshould  quietly  settle  Act  of  m- 
Mr.  Mather  and  communicate  to  his  support :  That  such  as,  ■®™*J^  '*' 
on  examination^  should  satisfy  Mr.  Matner  of  their  experi-  ^v^i^^tor, 
mental  knowledge,  should  upon  proper  testimony  of  their  May,i6&* 
good  conversation,  be  admitted  on  their  return  from  the 
second  church*"! 

Both  churches,  and  the  whole  town,  were  united  under 
Mr.  Mather,  and  their  ecclesiastical  affairs  were,  under  his 
ministry,  conducted  with  harmony  and  brotherly  aficction. 

Notwithstanding  the  result  of  the  synod,  in  1662,  and  the 
various  attempts  which  had  been  made  to  introduce  the 
practice  of  what  has  been  generally  termed  owning  the 
covenant,  it  does  not  appear  to  have  obtained  in  the  church- 
es of  this  colony  until  the  year  1696.  It  appears  first  to 
have  been  introduced  by  Mr.  Woodbridge,  at  Hartford. 
The  covenant  proposed,  bearing  date,  February,  1696,  is 
for  substance  as  follows, 

^^  We  do  solemnly,  in  the  presence  of  God  and  this  con-  Covenant 
gregation,  avouch  God,  in  Jesus  Christ,  to  be  our  God,  t^J^'gn^ 
one  God  in  three  persons,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  ®  ' 
Holy  Ghost ;  and  that  we  are  by  nature  children  of  wrath, 
and  that  our  hope  of  mercy  with  God,  is  only  through  the 
righteousness  ol  Jesus  Christ,  apprehended  by  faith  ;  and 
we  do  freely  give  up  ourselves  to  the  Lord,  to  walk  in 
communion  with  him,  in  the  ordinances  appointed  in  his 
holy  word,  and  to  yield  obedience  to  all  his  commandments, 
and  submit  to  his  government.  And  whereas,  to  the  great 
dishonor  of  God,  scandal  of  religion,  and  hazard  of  the 
damnation  of  many  souls,  drunkenness  and  uncleanness 
arc  prevailing  amongst  us,  we  do  solemnly  engage  before 
God,  this  day,  through  his  grace,  faithfully  and  conscien- 
tiously to  strive  against  these  evils  and  the  temptations 
leading  thereunto.'' 

Sixty  nine  persons,  male  and  female,  subscribed  this  in 
February;  on  the  8tb  of  March,  one  fortnight  after,  eighty 
three  more  subscribed.  In  aibout  a  month,  the  number  oi 
subscribers  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  oinely  two; 

*  Records  of  the  colonr. 
•*^  Kecordc  of  the  colony. 
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Book  I.  which  appears  to  have  been  nearly  the  whole  body  of 
w^-v^^^/  young  people  in  that  congregation. 
1696.       I'he  like  practice  was,  about  the  same  time,   or  not  ma- 
ny years  after,  introduced  into  the  other  church,  and  the 
practice  of  ownine  the  covenant  by  people,  and  offering 
^  their  children  to  baptism,  was  gradually  introduced  into 

other  churches* 

The  practice  of  the  ministers  and  churches  at  Hartford, 
in  some  respects,  was  different  from  that  in  other  church- 
es.  The  ministers,  Mr.  Woodbridge  and  Mr.  Bucking- 
ham, with  their  deacons,  went  round  among  the  young  peo- 
f)Ie  and  warned  them,  once  every  year,  to  come  and  pub- 
icly  subscribe,  or  own  the  covenant.  When  soch  per- 
sons as  had  owned  or  subscribed  it  came  into  £aimily  state, 
they  presented  their  children  to  baptism,  though  they  made 
no  other  profession  of  religion,  and  neglected  the  sacra- 
ment of  toe  Lord's  supper  and  other  duties  peculiar  to 
'  members  in  full  commutuon.    In  other  churches,  the  cove- 

nant was  owned  by  persons,  sometimes  before  marriage, 
but  more  generally  not  until  they  became  parents,  and 
wished  to  have  baptism  administered  to  their  children. 

The  practice  of  making  a  relation  of  christian  experi- 
ences, and  of  admitting  none  to  full  communion,  but  sodi 
as  appeared  to  be  christmns  indeed,  vet  prevailed ;  and 
the  number  of  church  members,  in  full  communion,  was 
generally  small.     In  those  churches  where  the  owning  of 
the  covenant  was  not  practised,  great  numbers  of  chikuen 
were  uobaptized. 
I)e«ni  of       While  the  inhabitants  and  churches,   in   Connecticirt^ 
^Jteg^^fn*  were  constantly  increasing,  and  the  calls  for  a  leamedmin- 
Connecti-  istry,  to  supply  the  churches,  became  more  and  more  ur- 
cut,  1698.  |ent,  a  number  of  the  ministers  conceived  the  purpose  of 
j^^     ^     foundioff  a  college  in  Connecticut.    By  this  means,  they 
fbHr°"     might  educate  young  men,  from  among  themselves,  for  the 
sacred  ministry,  and  for  various  departments  in  civil  life, 
and  diffuse  literature  and  piety  more  generally  among  the 
people.    The  clergy,  and  people  in  general,  by  long  e» 
perience,  found  the  great  inconvenience  of  educating  thsir 
sons  at  so  great  a  distance  as  Cambridge,  and  in  carrying 
so  much  money  out  of  the  colony,  which  otherwise  might 
be  a  considerable  emolument  to  this  commonwealth*    A 
well  founded  college  might  not  only  serve  the  interests  of 
.  the  churches  in  this  government,  but  in  the  neighbouring 
colonies,  where  there  were  no  colleges  erected ;  might  not 
only  prevent  a  large  sum  of  money  annually  from  beiag 
carried  abroad,  but  bring  something  considerable  into  it, 
from  the  extensive  country  arouncf  them*    Colleges  had 
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been  anciently  considered  as  the  schools  of  the  church ;  Book  L 
and  not  only  the  prophets  had  been  encouragers  and  heads  n^^^v^w^ 
of  them  ;  but  the  apostles  and  their  immediate  successors    1698. 
bad  taken  great  care  to  establish  schools,  wherever  the  gos- 
gel  had  been  preached,  for  the  propagation  of  the  truth, 
and  to  transmit  the  religion  of  the  Redeemer  to  all  suc- 
ceeding ages.     The  ministers  therefore  conceived  it  to  be 
entirely  in  character,  and  as  happily  corresponding  with 
the  great  design  of  the  first  settlement  of  New-England  and 
Connecticut,  for  them  to  be  the  planners  and  founders  of  a 
college. 

The  design  was  first  concerted,  in  1698,  by  the  Rev. 
Messieurs  Pierpont  of  New-Haven,  Andrew  of  Milford,  and 
Russell  of  Branford.    These  were  the  most  forward  and  ac- 
tive, in  carrying  the  affair  into  immediate  execution.    The 
design  was  mentioned  to  principal  gentlemen  and  ministers 
in  private  conversation,  at  occasional  meetings  of  the  cler- 
gy, and  in  councils.     In  this  way  the  affair  was  so  &r  ripen- 
ed, that  ten  of  the  principal  ministers  in  the  colony  were 
nominated  and  agreed  upon  to  stand  as  trustees,  to  found, 
erect,  and  govern  a  college.     The  gentlemen  thus  agreed 
upon  were  the  Reverend  Messieurs  James  Noyes  of  Ston-     ^^^• 
ington,   Israel  Chauncey  of  Stratford,  Thomas  Backing- ^^^^^^^ 
ham  of  Say  brook,  Abraham  Pierson  of  Killingworth,  Sam-  fortnu- 
uel  Mather  of  Windsor,  Samuel  Andrew  of  Milford,  Tiau^*«««- 
thy  Woodbridge  of  Hartford,  James  Pierpont  of  New*Ha- 
ven,  Noadiah  Kassell  of  Middletown,  and  Joseph  Webb  of 
Fairfield. 

In  1700,  these  gentlemen  convened  at  New-Haven,  and  College 
formed   themselves   into  a  body  or  society,  to  consist  of  fowndedj 
eleven  ministers    including  a  rector,   ana  determined  to  ^^^' 
found  a  college  in  the  colony  of  Connecticut.     They  had 
another  meeting,   the  same  year,  at  Branfofd,  and  thea 
founded  the  university  of  Yale  college.     The  transaction 
was  in  this  manner.    Each  gentleman  gave  a  number  of 
books,  and  laying  them  upon  a  table,  pronounced  words  to 
^tbis  effect,  'Mgive  these  books  for  the  founding  of  a  col- 
S,  lege  in  this  colony."    About  forty  volumes  in  folio  were 
*  thus  given.     The  trustees  took  possession  of  them^  and  ap- 
pointed  Mr.  Russell  of  Branford,  to  be  keeper  of  their  fi- 
orary. 

Various  otiicr  donations,  both  of  books  and  money,  were 
soon  after  made,  by  which  a  eood  foundation  was  laid  for  a 
public  seminary*  But  doubts  arising  wheth^ibe  this- 
tees  were  vestea  with  a  legal  capacity  for  the  holding  of 
lands,  and  whether  private  donations  and  contributions 
would  be  sufficient  to  effect  the  great  design  which  they 
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Book  !•  had  in  view,  it  was,  upon  the  best  advice  and  mature  de- 
v^-N^^^  liberation,  determined  to  make  application  to  the  legisla- 
1700.  ture  for  a  charter  of  incorporation.  The  draught  wa^ 
made  by  the  honorable  judge  Sewall  and  Mr.  secretary 
Addington  of  Boston.  This  was  presented  to  the  general 
assembly  with  a  petition  signed  by  a  large  number  of  min* 
isters  and  other  principal  characters  in  the  colony  praying 
for  a  charter.  The  petition  represented,  "  That  from  a 
sincere  regard  to,  and  zeal  for,  upholding  the  Protestant  re- 
ligion, by  a  succession  of  learned  and  orthodox  men,  they 
ft  had  proposed  that  a  collegiate  school  should  be  erected  iq 
this  colony,  wherein  youth  should  be  instructed  in  all  parts 
of  learning,  to  qualify  them  for  puNic  employments  in 
church  and  civil  state ;  and  that  they  had  nominated  tea 
ministers  to  be  trustees,  partners  or  undertakers  for  the 
founding,  endowing  and  ordering  tlic  said  school*''  The 
gentlemen  were  particularly  named,  and  it  was  desired, 
that  full  liberty  and  prt?ilege  might  be  granted  to  ihemfor 
that  end. 

To  facilitate  the  design,  the  honorable  James  Fitch,  Eaq» 
of  Norwich,  one  of  the  council,  before  the  petition  was 
heard,  made  a  formal  donation  under  his  hand,  predicated 
on  "  the  great  pains  and  charge  the  ministers  had  been  at 
in  setting  up  a  collegiate  school ;  and  therefore  to  encour- 
age a  work  so  pleasing  to  God,  and  beneficial  to  posteri- 
*  tj,  he  gave  a  tract  ot  land,   in  Killingly,  of  about  600  a- 

cres  ;  and  all  the  glass  and  nails  which  should  be  necessa- 
ry to  build  a  college  house  and  hall." 
Tlic  foun-       The  general  assembly,  at  their  session  in  October,  170!, 
oSterein-  incorjx)i'ated  the  tnistees  nominated,  granting  them  a  char- 
corpora-    ter,  and  vesting  them  with  all  powers  and  privileges  oe- 
tedbjact  cessary  for  the  government  of  a  college,  the  holding  of 
bi^Oct'    ^"^»  ^^^  ^^  employment  of  all  money  and  estates  which 
ITOI         might  be  given  for  the  benefit  of  the  college*     The  char- 
ter ordained  that  the  corporation  should  consist  of  minis- 
ters only,  and  that  none  should  be  chosen  trustees  under 
'         the  age  of  forty  years*     Their  number  was  not,  at  any 
lime,  to  exceed  eleven  nor  be  less  than  seven.    The  as* 
sembly  made  them  an  annual  grant  of  one-  hundred  and 
twenty  pounds,  equal  to  about  sixty  pounds  sterling* 
Nov.  nth.      The  trustees,  animated  with  their  charter  privileges  and 
ing  oTt^he"  ^^®  countenance  of  the  legislature,  met  the  next  November, 
corpora-    at  Sdybrook,  and  chose  the  Rev.  Abraham   Pierson  of 
tioD.         Killineworth,  vector  of  tlie  college,  and  the  Rev*  Samuel 
^^^^      RusseH  was  chosen  a  trustee  to  complete  the  number  of  the 
corporation.     They  also  made  rules  for  the  general  gov- 
ernment and  instruction  of  the  collegiate  schooU 
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It  was  ordered,  "  That  the  rector  take  special  care,  as  Book  L 
of  the  moral  behaviour  of  the  students  at  all  times,  so,  with  s^-^v-^-/ 
industry,  to  instruct  and  ground  them  well  in  theoretical     1701. 
divinity;  and  to  that  end,  shall  neither  by  himself,  nor  by  Ordew 
any  other  person  whomsoever,  allow  them  to  be  instructf^d  J[f*P«^J"*I 
1Q  any  other  system  or  synopsis  of  divinity,  than  such  as  the  i^ge. 
trustees  do  order  and  appoint :    But  shall  take  eflfcctual 
care,  that  said   students  be  weekly  (at  such  seasons  as  he 
shall  see  cause  to  appoint)  caused  memoriter  to  recite  the      •« 
assembly's  catechism  in  Latin,  and  Dr.  Ames's  Theologi- 
cal Theses,  of  which,  as  also  Ames's  Cases  of  Conscience, 
he  shall  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,   from  time  to  lime, 
such  explanations  as  may,  through  the  blessing  of  God,  be 
most  conducive  to  their  establishment  in  the  principles   of 
the  Christian  Protestant  religion." 

"  The  rector  shall  also  cause  the  scriptures  daily,  ex- 
cept on  the  sabbath,  morning  and  evening,  to  be  read  by 
the  students  at  the  times  of  prayer  in  the  school,  according  ^  > 

to  the  laudable  order  and  usage  of  Harvard  college,  making 
expositions  upon  the  same  :  And  upon  the  sabbath,  shall 
expound  practical  theology,  or  cause  the  non  graduated 
students  to  repeat  sermons :  And  in  all  other  ways,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  of  his  discretion,  shall,  at  all  times, 
studiously  endeavour,  in  the  education  of  the  students,  to 
promote  the  power  and  purity  of  religion,  and  the  best 
edification  of  these  New-England  churches." 

At  this  meeting  it  was  debated  where  to  fix  the  college.  College 
Though  the  trustees  w^vt  not  fully  satisfied  or  agreed  oil  to  be*at^ 
the  most  convenient  place,  yet  they  fixed  upon  Saybrook,  Saybroek, 
until,  upon  further  consideration,  they  should  have  suffi-  ^"^  ^ 
cient  reason  to  alter  their  opinion.     They  desired  the  rec-  ^^*J|J. 
tor  to  remove  himself  and  family  to  Saybrook.     Until  that  move, 
could  be  effected,  they  ordered,  that  the  scholars  should 
be  instructed,  at  or  near  the  rector's  house,  in  Killing-* 
worth.     The  corporation  oiade  various  attempts  to  re- 
move the  rector  to  Saybrook,  but  his  people  were  entire- 
ly opposed  to  it,  and  such  other  impediments  were  in  the 
way  that  it  was  rfot  effected.     The  students  continued  at 
Kiiliagworth  during  his  life.     The  library,  fcnr  that  reason, 
was  removed  from  Braoford,  to  the  rector's  house. 

The  ministers  had  been  several  years  in  effecting  their 
plan,  and  a  number  of  young  men  had  been  preparing  for 
college,  under  the  instructioaa  of  one  and  another  of  the 
trustees.  As  soon  as  the  college  became  furnished  with  a 
rector  and  tutor,  eight  of  them  were  admitted  and  put  into 
different  classes,  according  to  the  proficiency  which  they 
had  respectively  made.  §ome,  in  a  year  or  two,  became 
cju^lifiea  for  a  degree. 
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Book  I.  The  first  commencement  was  at  Saybrook,  September 
N^^v^w  13th,  1702.  The  following  gentlemen  appear,  at  this 
1702.  time,  to  have  received  the  degree  of  master  of  arts,  Sle- 
Fintcom-  phen  Buckingham,  Salmon  Treat,  Joseph  Coit,  Joseph 
meoc^  Moss,  Nathaniel  Chauncey,  and  Joseph  Morgan.  Four 
Cwoecti-  of^l^^ni  had  been  previously  graduated  at  Cambridge. 
cut.  They  all  became  ministers  of  the  gospel,  and  three  of  them, 

Mr.  Buckingham,  Mr.  Moss,  and  Mr.  Chauncey,  were  af- 
terwards fellows  of  the  college. 

To  avoid  charge  and  other  inconvenienccsi  for  some 
years  at  first,  the  commencements  were  private.  Mr.  Na- 
thaniel Lynde  of  Saybropk,  was  pleased  generously  to 
give  a  house  and  land  for  the  use  of  the  college,  so  long  as 
it  should  be  continued  in  that  town.  For  the  further  en- 
couragement and  accommodation,  in  1703,  there  was  a 
general  contribution  through  the  colony,  to  build  a  col- 
lege house  at  Saybrook,  or  any  other  place  wherever  it 
*  should  finally  be  judged  most  convenient  to  fix  the  col- 

lege.* 

*  This  year,  that  venerable  man,  the  Reverend  James  Fitch,  pastor  of 
the  church  in  Norwich,  finished  his  course,  at  Liebanofi,  in  tlie  80tb  jear 
of  bis  age.  His  historj  and  character  are  given  in  tlie  ioscriptioD  upon  bis 
aionninental  stone. 

In  hoc  Sepulchro  depo^itae  sunt  Reliquiae  Viri  vere  Reverendi  D.  Jaco- 
Bi  Fitch  ;  natus  Aiit  apud  Boking,  in  Comitatu  Eraexioe,  in  An'glia,  Addo 
Domini  I62S,  Decern.  24.  Qui,  postquam  Linguis  literatis'optiine  iostnic^ 
tus  fuisset,  in  Nov- Angliam  venit,  £tate  16  ;  et  deinde  Vitam  degtt,  Hart^ 
fordiae,  per  Septennium,  sub  Instructione  Virorum  celeberriaioniB  D. 
Hooker  &  D.  Stone.  Postea  Munere  pastorali  functor  est  apod  Sajt 
Brook  per  Annos  14.  Illinc  cum  Ekrclesiee  major!  Partis  Norriciim  mi^ra- 
yit ;  et  ibi  caeteros  Vitse  Annos  transegit  in  Opere  Evangelico.     In 


tute.  vero,  pre  Corporis  iofirmitate  necessarie  cessabit  ab  Opei«  pqUico; 
tanaemque  recessit  Liberis,  apuf]  Lebanon  ;  ubi  SemiaDoo  fere  ezactoob- 
dorraivit  in  Jesu,  Anno  1702,  Novembris  18,  iEtat  80. 

Vir  Ingenii  Acomine,  Pondere  Judicii,  Prudeotia,  Chantate,  taoctis  La* 
boribus,  et  orani  moda  Vitae  sanctitate,  Peritia  quoqqe  et  Vi  concioaaaifi 
Dulli  secundus. 

In  English  to  this  effect. 

In  this  grave  are  deposited  the  remains  of  that  truly  reverend  maa,  Mr. 
JAMK8  Fitch.  He  was  bom  at  Boking,  in  tba  county  6f  Essex,  io  Eoglaad, 
the  24th  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1622.  Who,  aAer  he  had 
been  most  excellently  taught  the  learned  languages,  came  i|itQ.  New-Eng- 
land, at  the  age  of  sixteen;  and  then  spent  seven  years  lioder  the  instrae- 
tion  of  those  very  famous  men,  Mr.  Hooker  and  Mr.  Stdbe.  Aflerwar^ 
he  discharged  the  pastoral  offica,  fourteen  years,  at  Saybrook.  Hwoce  hs 
removed,  with  the  major  part  of  his  church,  to  Norwich ;  wbeie  be  speat 
the  other  years  of  his  hfe  in  the  work  of  the  gospel.  In  his  oUl  age,  indeed, 
he  was  obliged  to  cease  from  bis  public  lalK>rs,  by  reaiiob  of  bodily  iodis* 
position ;  and  at  length  retired  to  his  chikiren,  at  Lebaoon  ;  where,  afttr 
spending  nearly  half  a  year,  he  9lept  in  4esus,  in  the  year  XTfXtf  oo  the  18th 
of  November,  in  the  80th  year  of  his  age. 

He  was  a  man,  as  to  the  smartness  of  his  rentus,  the  solidity  of  his 
judgment,  his  charity,  holy  labors,  and  every  land  of  purity  of  life,  and 
^Uo  as  to  his  skill  luid  gaergy  of  preaching,  ii^erior  to  nooe. 
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During  the  term  of  about  seventy  years  from  the  settle-  Book  I, 
ment  of  Connecticut,  the  congregational  had  been  the  on-  ^.^^v^i/ 
ly  mode  of  worship  in  the  colony.  But  the  society  for  1706. 
propagating  the  gospel  in  foreign  parts,  in  1704,  fixed  the  Introdac- 
Rev.  Sir.  M uirson  as  a  missionary  at  Rye.  Some  of  the  J?|?"  ^^^^ 
people  at  Stratford  had  been  educated  in  the  church  of  En-  Eogiand 
gland  mode  of  worship  and  administering  of  the  ordinan- into  Con- 
ces,  and  others  were  not  pleased  with  the  rigid  doctrines  necticut. 
and  discipline  of  the  New-England  churches,  and  they 
made  an  earnest  application  to  Mr.  Muirson  to  make  a  vis- 
it at  Stratford,  and  preach  and  baptize  among  them.  A- 
bout  the  year  ,1 706,  upon  their  invitation,  he  came  to  Strat- 
ford, accompanied  with  colonel  Heathcotc,  a  gentleman 
zealously  engaged  in  promoting  the  episcopal  church. 
The  ministers  and  people,  in  that  and  the  adjacent  towns, 
it  seems,  were  alarmed  at  his  coming,  and  took  pains  to 
prevent  their  neighbors  and  families  from  hearing  him. 
However,  the  novelty  of  the  afiair,  and  other  circumstan- 
ces, brought  together  a  considerable  assembly ;  and  Mr. 
Muirson  oaptized  five  and  twenty  persons,  principalljc 
adults.  This  was  the  first  step  towards  introducing  tho 
church  worship  into  this  colony.  In  April,  1707,  he  made 
another  visit  to  Stratford.  Colonel  Heathcote  was  pleas- 
ed to  honor  him  with  his  company,  as  he  had  done  before. 
He  preached,  at  this  time,  at  Fairfield  as  well  as  Strat- 
ford ;  and  in  both  towns  baptized  a  number  of  children 
and  adult  persons.  Both  the  magistrates  and  ministers 
opposed  the  introduction  of  episcopacy,  and  advised  the 
people  not  to  attend  the  preaching  of  the  church  mission- 
aries ;  but  the  opposition  only  increased  the  zeal  of  the 
church  people.  Mr.  Muirson,  after  this,  made  several 
journies  to  Connecticut,  and  itinerated  among  the  people. 
But  there  was  no  missionary,  from  the  society,  nxea  in 
Connecticut,  until  the  year  1722,  when  Mr.  Pigot  was  ap- 
pointed missionary  at  Stratford.  The  churchmen  at  first, 
in  that  town,  consisted  of  about  fifteen  families,  among 
whom  were  a  few  husbandmen,  but  much  the  greatest  num- 
ber were  tradesmen,  who  had  beea  born  in  England,  and 
came  and  settled  there.  Some  of  their  neighbors  joined 
them,  so  that  Mr.  Pigot  had  twenty  communicants,  and 
about  a  hundred  and  fifty  hearers.  In  1 723,  Christ  Church 
in  Stratford  was  founded,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson,  af- 
terwards Dr.  Johnson,  was  appointed  to  succeed  Mr.  Pi- 
got.» 

The  first  plan  of  the  college  was  very  formal  and  mi-  ^P^^ 

*  ManuscriptB  from  Stratford,  aad  Dr.  HaDpbreys*  Hiftory  of  the  In-  coUe^. 
coirporated  Societjr^s  MisaioMrlM.  '  ' 
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Book  I.  nulc,  drawn  in  imitation  of  the  ancient  protestant  colleges 
v^'N/'-w^  and  universities  in  France.  It  was  proposed,  that  it  should 
1706,  be  erected  by  a  general  synod  of  the  consociated  churches 
of  Connecticut.  It  was  designed,  that  it  should  be  under 
the  government  of  a  president  and  ten  trustees,  seven  of 
whom  were  to  be  a  quorum  :  That  the  synod  should  have 
the  nomination  of  the  first  president  and  trustees,  and  have 
a  kind  of  general  influence  in  all  future  elections,  that  the 
governors  might  be  preserved  in  orthodox  sentimervts.  It 
was  designed  also,  that  the  synod  should  agree  upon  a  con- 
fession of  faith,  to  which  the  president,  trustees,  and  tutors 
should,  upon  their  appointment  to  office,  be  required  to 
give  their  consent ;  and  that  the  college  should  be  called 
the  school  of  the  church.  Indeed,  it  was  proposed,  that 
the  churches  should  contribute  to  its  support. 

Though  this  plan  was  not  formally  pursued,  yet  at  a 
Proposal    meeting  of  the  trustees,  at  Guilford,   March   17lh,  1703, 
rnU^DoT  ^'^^y   wrote  a  circular  letter  to  the  ministers,   proposing 
1703.      '   "  to  have  a  general  synod  of  all  the  churches  in  the  colo- 
ny of  Connecticut,  to  give  their  joint  consent  to  the  confes- 
sion of  faith,  after  the  example  of  the  synod  in  Boston,  in 
1680/^     As  this  proposal  was  tkniversally  acceptable,  the 
churches  and  ministers  of  the  several  counties  met  in  a  con- 
sociated council,  and  gave  their  assent  to  the  Westminster 
*    and  Savoy  confessions  of  faith.     It  seems,  that  they  also 
drew  up  certain  rules  of  ecclesiastical  union  in  discipline, 
as  preparatory  to  a  general  syi>od,  which  tbey  bad  still  in 
contemplation. 
Customary      '^^^  Cambridge  platform,  which,  for  about  sixty  years, 
meetings  of  bad  been  the  general  plan  of  discipline  and  church  fcHow- 
niauiers.    ship  in  New-England,  made  no  provision  for  the  general 
meeting  of  ministers,  or  for  their  union'in  associations  or 
^         in  consociations,  yet,  at  an  early  period,  they  had  a  gene- 
ral meeting,  both  in  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts,  and 
began  to  form  into  associations.     Their  annual  mieetings 
were  at  the  times  of  the  general  election  at  Boston  and 
Hartford.     At  this  time,  they  had  handsome  entertakimeDts 
made  for  them  at  the  public  expense.*    In  these  general 
meetings,  they  went  into  consultations  respecting  the  gen- 
eral welfare  of  the  churches,  the  supplying  them  with  min< 
isters,  providing  for  their  stated  enjoyment  of  divine  OTdi- 
nances,  and  the  preservation  of  their  peace  and  order. 
The  general  interests  of  literature  were  consulted,  and  ad- 
vice given  in  cases  in  which  it  was  requisite^    4Sometimes 

*  The  legislature  have  continued  this  generosity  to  the  present  time.  A 
genteel  entertainment  is  mode  not  only  JPor  the  ctergj  of  Coonccticit,  but 
of  the  neighboring  colonies,  who  are  present  on  the  occ^uon. 
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measures  were  adopted  to  assist  the  poor  and  oiBicled,  in  Book  I. 
particular  instances  of. distress.     The  affair  of  civilizing  v^^v^^/ 
and  christianizing  the  Indians,  came  under  their  serious    1703. 
deliberations.     Sometimes  they  consulted  measures,  and 
gave  general  directions  respecting  candidates  for  the  min- 
istry, aed  the  orderly  manner  of  introducing  them  into  the 
churches. 

The  ministers  of  particular  neighborhoods,  in  various 
parts  of  the  country,  held  frequent  meetings,  for  their  mu- 
tual assistance,  and  to  instruct  and  advise  the  churches  and 
people,  as  circumstances  required.  This  particularly  was 
the  practice  in  Connecticut. 

The  venerable  Mr.  Hooker  was  a  great  friend  to  the  ^[*  Hook- 
meeting  and  consociation  of  ministers  and  churches,  as  a  ^uct^^a 
grand  mean  of  promoting  purity,  union,  and  brotherly  af-  opinioo. 
.lection,  among  the  ministers  and  churches.     During  his 
life,  the  ministers  in  the  vicinity  .of  Hartford,  had  frequent 
meetings  at  his  house.     About  a  week  before  his  deatn,  he 
observed,  with  great  earnestness,  "  We  must  agree  upon 
constant  meetings  of  ministers,  and  settle  the  consociation 
of  churches,  or  else  we  are  undone.?'     Soon  after  his  de- 
cease, ministers  in  various  parts  of  New-England,  and  es- 
pecially in  Connecticut,  began  to  establish  constant  meet- 
ings, or  associations,  in  particular  vicinities,  and  agreed  on 
the  business  to  be  done,  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
would  proceed. 

They  did  not,  however,  all  adopt  the  same  mode.  Some 
of  the  meetings,  or  associations,  fasted  and  prayed,  and 
discussed  questions  of  importance  for  mutual  instruction 
and  edification.  A  moderator  was  chosen  to  conduct  the 
business  of  the  meetings  with  order  and  decency,  to  re- 
ceive all  communications  which  might  be  made  from  the 
churches,  or  other  similar  meetings,  and  to  call  the  as*- 
sociated  brethren  together  on  particular  emergencies. 
These  meetings  were  always  opened  and  concluded  with 
prayer. 

Some  of  the  associations  were  vcr^  forAal  and  particu- 
lar in  covenanting  together,and  in  fixing  the  business  which 
should  be  transacted  by  them.  They  covenanted  to  sub- 
mit to  the  counsels,  reproofs,  and  censures  of  the  associat- 
ed brotherhood ;  and  that  they  would  not  forsake  the  asso- 
ciation, nor  neglect  the  appointed  meetings,  without  suffi- 
cient reasons.  They  engaged,-  that  in  the  meetings  they 
would  debate  questions  immediately  respecting  themselves 
and  their  conduct :  That  they  would  hear  and  consider  all 
cases  proposed  to  ihem  from  neighboring  churches  or  indi- 
viduals :  answer  Inters  directed  to  them  from  particular 
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Book  L  churches  or  persons ;  and  discuss  any  question,  which  had 
Vi^^N^^^i/  been  proposed  at  a  preceding  meeting*  In  some  of  these 
1703.  associations,  it  was  agreed  to  meet  statedly  once  in  six 
weeks  or  two  months.*  *As  the  design  was  for  their  owq 
mutual  improvement  and  the  advancement  of  Christianity 
in  general,  the  associations  attended  a  lecture  in  the  par- 
ishes in  which  they  convened  for  the  instruction  and  edifi- 
cation of  the  people.  In  Connecticut,  after  the  resolution 
of  the  assembly,  in  1680,  the  ministers  had  county  meet- 
ings every  week. 

JBut  these  associations  and  meetings  were  merely  volun- 
tary, countenanced  by  no  ecclesiastical  constitution,  at> 
tended  only  by  such  ministers,  in  one  place  and  another,  as 
were  willing  to  associate,  and  could  bind  none  but  them- 
selves. The  churches  might  advise  with  them  if  they 
chose  it,  or  neglect  it  at  pleasure.  There  was  oo  regular 
way  of  introducing  candidates  to  the  improvement  of  the 
churches,  by  the  general  consent  either  of  themselves  or 
the  elders.  When  they  had  finished  their  collegiate  stud- 
ies, if  they  imagined  themselves  qualified,  and  could  find 
s6me  friendly  gendeoian  in  the  ministry  to  introduce  them, 
they  began  to  preach,  without  an  examination  or  recom- 
V  mendation  from  any  body  of  ministers  or  churches.  If  they 
studied  a  time  with  any  particular  minister  or  ministers,  af- 
ter they  had  received  the  honors  of  college,  that  minister, 
or  those  ministers  introduced  them  into  the  pulpit  at  plea- 
sure, without  the  general  consent  and  approbation  of  their 
brethren.  Many  judged  this  to  be  too  loose  a  practice,  in 
a  matter  of  such  immense  importance  to  the  divine  honor, 
the  reputation  of  the  ministry,  and  the  peace  and  edifica- 
tion of  the  churches.  Degrees  at  college  were  esteemed 
no  sufficient  evidence  of  men's  piety,  knowledge  of  theolo- 
gy, or  ministerial  gifts  and  qualifications. 

Besides,  it  was  generally  conceded,  that  the  state  of  the 
churches  was  lamentable,  with  respect  to  their  general  oi^ 
der,  government,  and  discipline.  That  for  the  want  of  a 
more  general  aftd  energetic  government,  many  churches 
ran  into  confusion ;  that  councils  were  not  sufficient  to  re- 
lieve the  aggrieved  and  restore  peace.  As  there  was  no 
general  rule  for  the  calling  of  councils,  council  was  called 
against  council,  and  opposite  results  were  eiven  upon  the 
same  cases,  to  the  reproach  of  councils  and  the  wounding 
of  religion.  Aggrieved  churches  and  brethren  were  dis- 
couraged, as  in  this  way  their  case  seemed  to  be  without 
remedy.  There  was  no  such  thing,  in  this  way,  as  briog- 
ing  their  difficulties  to  a  final  issue.t 

*  Magnalia,  B.  V.  p.  58. 

t  Wise's  viodicatioD.  p.  16S,  Boston  editkm,  ITTt. 
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For  the  relieving  of  these  inconveniences,  there  Were  Book  L 
many,  in  the  New-England  churches,  not  only  among  the  >^^>/^^^ 
clergy,  but  other  gentlemen  of  principal  character,  who  1708. 
earnestly  wished  for  a  nearer  union  among  th^  churches. 
A  great  majority  of  the  legislature  and  clergy  in  Connecti- 
cut, were  for  the  association  of  ministers,  and  the  consoci-  a 
ation  of  churches.  The  synod,  in  1663,  had  ^iven  their 
opinion  fully  in  favor  of  the  consociation  of  churches.  The 
heads  of  agreement  drawn  up  and  assented  to,  by  the  unit- 
ed ministers,  in  England,  called  presby terian  and  congre- 
gational, in  1692,  had  made  their  appearance  on  this  side 
of  the  Atlantic ;  and,  in  general,  were  highly  approved. 
The  VII.  article  of  agreement,  under  the  head  of  the  minis- 
try, makes  express  provision  for  the  regular  introduction 
of  candidates  for  the  ministry.  The  united  brethren  sav, 
"  It  is  expedient,  that  they  who  enter  on  the  work  of  preach- 
ing the  gospel,  be  not  only  qualified  for  the  communion  of 
saints  ;  but  also,  that,  except  in  cases  extraordinary,  they 
give  proof  of  their  gifts  and  fitness  for  the  said  work,  unto 
the  pastors  of  the  churches  of  known  abilities,  to  discern 
and  jud^e  of  their  qualifications  ;  that  they  may  be  sent 
forth  with  solemn  approbation  and  prayer  *,  which  we  judge 
needful,  that  no  doubt  may  remain  concerning  their  being 
called  unto  the  work ;  and  for  preventing,  as  much  as  in 
us  lieth,  ignorant  and  rash  intruders.^'  In  these  articles, 
it  is  also  agreed,.  ^^  that  in  so  great  and  weighty  a  matter,  ' 

as  the  calling  and  choosing  a  pastor,  we  judge  it  ordinari- 
ly requisite,  that  every  such  church  consult  and  advise 
with  the  pastors  of  the  neighboring  congregations.'' 

In  this  state  of  the  churches,  the  legislature  passed  an 
act,  at  their  session  in  May,  1 708,  requiring  the  ministers 
and  churches  to  meet  and  form  an  ecclesiastical  constitu- 
tion. The  apprehensions  and  wishes  of  the  assembly  will, 
in  the  best  manner,  be  discovered  by  their  own  act,  which 
is  in  the  words  following : 

"  This  assembly,  from  their  own  observation,  and  the  ^^  ap- 
complaint  of  many  others,  being  made  sensible  of  the  de-  ^^^^  ^ 
iects  of  the  discipline  of  the  churches  of  this  government^  Maj  i36», 
arising  from  the  want  of  a  more  explicit  asserting  of  the  nOB. 
rules  given  for  that  end  in  the  holy  scriptures ;  from  which 
would  arise  a  permanent  establishment  among  ourselves, 
a  good  and  regular  issue  in  cases  subject  to  ecclesiastical 
discipline,  glory  to  Christ,  our  head,  and  edification  to  his 
members  ;  hath  seen  fit  to  ordain  and  require,  and  it  is  by 
the  authority  of  the  same  ordained  and  required,  that  the 
ministers  of  the  several  counties  in  this  government  shall 
meet  together  at  their  respective  county  towns,  with  such 
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Book  I.  messengers,  as  the  churches  to  which  they  belong  shall 
^.^r-v^^v^  see  cause  to  send  with  them,  on  the  last  Monday  in  June 
1708.  next ;  there  to.  consider  and  agree  u()on  those  methods  and 
rules  for  the  management  of  ecclesiastical  discipline,  which 
by  ihcm  shall  be  judged  agreeable  and  conformable  to  the 
woi-d  of  God,  and  shall,  at  the  same  meeting,  appoint  twa 
or  more  of  their  number  to  be  their  delegates,  who  shall  all 
meet  together  at  Saybrook,  at  the  next  connnejicement  U> 
be  held  there ;  where  they  shall  compare  the  results  of  the 
ministers  of  the  several  counties,  and  out  of  and  from  them« 
to  draw  a  form  of  ecclesiastical  discipline,  which,  by  two 
or  more  |x*rs6ns  delegated  by  them,  shall  be  offered  to  this 
court,  at  their  session  at  New-Haven,  in  October  next,  to 
be  considered  of  and  confinned  by  them:  And  the  expense 
of  the  above  mentioned  meetings  shall  be  defrayed  out  of 
the  public  treasury  of  this  colony." 
"  A  true  copy  of  the  record. 

"Test.  ELEAZER  KIMBERLY,  Secretary." 

According  to  the  act  of  the  assembly,  the  ministers  and 
churches  of  the  several  counties  convened,  at  the  timeap* 
pointed,  and  made  their  respective  drafts  for  discipline,  and 
chose  their  delegates  for  the  general  meeting  at  Saybrook, 
in  September. 

The  ministers  and  mcsspngers  chosen  for  this  council, 
and  its  result,  will  appear  from  their  minutes. 

'^  At  a  meeting  of  delegates  from  the  councils  of  the  se- 
veral counties  of  Connecticut  colony,  in  New-England,  in 
America,  at  Saybrook,  Sept.  9th,  1708, 

PRESENT, 

:^Dinrg  of       From  the  cooncil  of  Haritbrd  county : — The  Rcv.^  Timo- 
the  synod,  thy  Woodbridgc,  Noadiah  Russell, and  Stephen  Mix.  Mcs- 
Sept.  Sill,  senger,  John  Haynes,  Esq. 
'^^*  From    the  council   in   Fairfield    county  : — The    Rev. 

Charles  Chauncey  and  John  Davenport.     Messenger,  dea- 
con Samuel  Hoyt. 

From  the  council  in  New-London  county : — The  Rev. 
James  Noyes,  Thomas  Buckingham,  Moses  Noyes,  and 
John  Woodward.  Messengeins,  Robert  Chapman,  deacon 
William  Parker. 

From  the  council  of  New-Haven  county :— ^The  Rev* 
Samuel  Andrew,  James  Pierpont,  and  Samuel  Russell. 

''  The  Rev.  James  Noyes  and  Thomas  Buckingham  be- 
ing chosen  moderators.  The  Rev.  Stephen  Mix  and  John 
Woodward  being  chosen  scribes. 

"  Bn  compliance  with  an  order  of  the  general  assembly. 
May  I3th,  170G,  after  humble  addresses  to  the  thione  of 
grace  for  the  divine  presence^  assistance,  and  blessing  up- 
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on  UR,  having  our  ryes  upon  the  word  of  God  and  the  con-  Booi.  I. 
stitulion  of  our  churches,  We  agree  that  the  confession  of  v^'v^'%*' 
faith  owned  and  assented  unto  by  the  elders  and  messen-    1708. 
gers  assembled  at  Boston,  in  Kew-England,  May  12lh, 
1&80,  being  the  second  session  of  that  synod,  be  recom- 
mended to  the  honourable  general  assembly  of  this  colony, 
at  the  next  session,  for  their  public  testimony  thereunto, 
as  the  FAITH  of  the  churches  of  this  colony."* 

^'  We  agree  &lso,  that  the  heads  of  agreement  assented 
to  by  the  united  ministers,  formerly  called  presbylerian 
and  congregational,  be  observed  by  the  churches  through- 
out this  colony." 

"And  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  administration  of 
church  discipline,  in  relation  to  all  cases  ecclesiastical, 
lx)th  in  particular  churches  and  councils,  to  the  full  deter- 
mining and  executing  the  rules  in  all  such  cases,  it  is 
agreed," 

"  I.  That  the  elder,  or  elders  of  a  particular  church, 
trith  the  consent  of  the  brethren  of  the  same,  have  power, 
and  ought  to  exercise  church  discipline,  according  to  the 
rule  of  God'9  word,  in  relation  to  all  scandals  that  fall  out 
within  the  same.  And  it  may  be  meet,  in  all  case's  of  dif- 
ficulty, for  the  respective  pastors  of  particular  churches,  to 
take  advice  of  the  elders  of  the  churches  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, before  they  proceed  to  censure  in  snch  cases." 

" II.  That  the churcheswhich  are  neighbouring  to  each 
other,  shall  consociate,  for  mutual  afibrding  to  each  other 
such  assistance  as  may  be  requisite,  upon  atl  occasions  ec- 
clesiastical. And  that  the  particular  pastors  and  churches, 
within  the  respective  counties  in  this  government,  shall  be 
one  consociation,  (or  more,  if  they  shall  judge  meet,)  for 
the  end  aforesaid." 

"  III.  That  all  cases  of  scandal,  that  fall  out  within  the 
circuit  of  any  of  (he  aforesaid  consociations,  shall  be 
brought  to  a  council  of  the  elders,  and  also  messengers  of 
the  churches  within  the  said  circuit,  i.  e.  the  churches  of 
one  consociation,  if  they  see  cause  to  send  messengers, 
when  there  shall  be  need  of  a  council  for  the  determina- 
tion of  them." 

"  IV.  That,  according  to  the  common  practice  of  our 
churches,  nothing  shall  be  deemed  an  act  or  judgment  of 
any  council,  which  bath  not  the  act  of  the  major  part  of  the 
elders  present  concurring,  and  such  a  number  of  the  mes- 
sengers present,  as  makes  the  majority  of  the  council :  pro- 
vided that  if  any  such  church  shall  not  see  cause  to  send 
^ny  messengers  to  the  council,  or  the  persons  chosen  by 

*  Tbb  was  the  Safojr  confes^on,  with  lome  small  alterations. 
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Book  I.  them  shall  not  attend,  neither  of  these  shall  be  any  obstruc- 
K^-v^w/  tion  to  the  proceedings  of  the  council,  or  invalidate  any  of 
1708,    their  acts." 

"  V.  That  when  any  case  is  orderly  brought  before  any 
council  of  the  churches,  it  shall  there  be  heard  and  deter- 
mined, which,  (unless  orderly  removed  from  thence,)  shall 
be  a  final  issue ;  and  all  parties  therein  concerned  shall  sit 
down  and  be  determined  thereby.  And  the  council  so 
)iearing,  and  giving  the  result  or  final  issue,  in  the  said 
case,  as  aforesaid,  shall  see  their  determination,  or  judg- 
ment, duly  executed  and  attended,  in^uch  way  or  manner, 
as  shall,  in  their  judgment,  be  most  suitable  and  agreeable 
to  tlie  word  of  God." 

^^  VI.  That  if  any  paslor  and  church  doth  obstinately  re* 
fuse  a  due  attendance  and  conformity  to  the  determination 
pf  the  council,  that  hath  the  cognizance  of  the  case,«and 
determineth  it  as  above,  after  due  patience  used,  they  shall 
be  reputed  guilty  of  scandalous  contempt,  and  dealt  with 
.  as  the  rule  of  God's  word  in  such  qase  aoth  provide,  and 
t^e  sentence  of  non-communion  shall  be  declared  against 
such  pastor  and  church.  And  the  churches  are  to  approve 
pf  the  said  sentence,  by  withdrawing  from  the  conununion 
of  the  pastor  and  church,  which  so  refused  to  be  healed.'' 
^^  VIJ.  That,  in  case  any  difficulties  shall  arise  in  any  of 
the  churches  in  this  colony,  which  cannot  be  issued  wiihr 
put  considerable  disquiet,  that  church,  in  which  they  arise, 
(or  that  minister  pr  member  aggrieved  with  them,)  shall 
^pplv  themselves  to  the  counciiof  the  consociated  church? 
€s  of  the  circuit,  to  which  the  said  church  belongs ;  who, 
if  they  see  cause,  shall  thereupon  convene,  hear,  and  de- 
termine such  cases  of  di^culty,  unless  the  matter  brought 
before  them,  shall  be  judged  so  great  in  the  nature  of  it, 
pr  so  doqbtful  in  the  issue,  or  of  such  general  concern, 
that  the  sajd  council  shall  judge  best  that  it  be  referred  to 
a  fuller  council,  consisting  of  the  churches  of  the  other 
consociation  within  the  sam^  county,  (or  of  the  next  ad- 
joining^consociation  of  another  couqty,  if  there  be  not  two 
consociation^  in  the  county  inhere  the  difllcuUy  ariseth,) 
who,  together  with  themselves,  shall  hear,  judge,  deter 
mine,  and  finally  issue  such  case,  according  to  the  word  of 
God." 

''  yill*  That  a  particular  church,  in  which  any  difficul- 
ty doth  arise,  may,  if  they  see  cause,  call  a  council  of  the 
consociated  church<^s  of  the  circuit  to  whiph  the  church  be^ 
longs,  before  they  proceed  to  sentence  therein ;  but  there 
is  not  the  same  liberty  to  an  pfiending  brother,  to  call  th^ 
ipquqcil,  before  the  church  to  which  he  belongs  proceed  to 
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excommunication  in  the  said  case,  unless  with  the  consent 
of  the  church.'' 

^'  IX.  That  all  the  churches  of  the  respective  consocia- 
tions shall  choose,  if  they  see  cause,  one  or  two  members 
of  each  church,  to  represent  them  in  the  councils  of  the 
said  chui;ghes,  as  occasion  may  call  for  them,  who  shall 
stand  in  that  capacity  till  new  be  chosen  for  the  same  ser.- 
yice,  unless  any  church  shall  incline  to  choose  their  mes- 
sengers anew,  upon  the  convening  of  such, councils.'' 

^'  X.  That  the  minister  or  ministers  of  the  county  towns, 
or  where  there  are  no  ministers  in  such  towns,  the  two 
next  ministers  to  the  said  town,  shall,  as  soon  as  conven- 
iently may  be,  appoint  time  and  place  for  the  meeting  of 
the  elders  and  messengers  of  the  churches  in  said  county, 
in  order  to  their  formine  themselves  into  one  or  more  con- 
sociations, and  notify  the  time  and  place  to  the  elders  and 
churches  of  that  county  who  shall  attend  at  the  same,  the 
elders  in  their  persons,  and  the  churches  bv  their  messen- 
f^ers,  if  they  see  cause  to  send  them.  Wnich  elders  ^nd 
messengers,  so  assembled  in  council,  as  also  any  other 
council  hereby  allowed  of,  shall  have  power  to  adjourn 
themselves,  as  need  shall  be,  for  the  space  of  one  year, 
after  the  beginning  or  first  session  of  the  said  council,  and 
no  longer.  And  Uiat  minister  who  was  chosen  at  the  last 
session  of  any  council,  to  be  moderator,  shall,  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  two  more  elders,  (or,  in  case  of  the 
pioderator's  death,  any  two  elders  of  the  same  consocia- 
tion,) call  another  council  within  the  circuit,  when  they 
shall*  judge  there  is  need  thereof.  And  all  councils  may 
prescribe  rules,  as  occasion  ma^  require,  and  whatever 
they  Judge  needful  within  their  circuit,  for  the  well  per- 
forming and  orderly  faanaging  the  several  acts,  to  be  at- 
tended by  them,  or  matters  tlmt  come  under  their  cogni- 
zance." 

^^XI.  That  if  any  person  or  persons,  orderly  complain- 
ed of  to  a  council,  or  that  are  witnesses  to  such  complaints, 
(having  reeular  notification  to  appear,)  shall  refuse,  or  neg- 
lect so  to  do,  in  the  place,  and  at  the  time  specified  in  the 
warning  given^  except  they  or  he  give  some  satisfying  rea- 
son thereof  to*  the  said  council,  they  shall  be  judged  guilty 
of  scandalous  contempt." 

'^XII.  That  the  teaching  elders  of  each  county  shall  be 
one  association,  (or  more,  if  they  see  cause,)  which  associ- 
ation, or  associations,  shall  assemble  twice  a  year,  at  least, 
^t  such  time  and  place  as  they  shall  appoint,  to  consult 
the  duties  of  their  office,  and  the  common  interest  of  the 
(l^urcbes,  who  shall  consider  and  resolve  questions  and 
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Book  I.  cases  of  importance  which  shall  be  offered  by  any  among 
Si^-v-^^/  themselves  or  others  ;  who  also  shall  have  power  of  exam- 
1708*    ining  and  recommending  the  candidates  of  the  ministry  id 
the  work  thereof. 

'^  XIII.  That  the  said  associated  pastors  shall  take  no- 
tice of  any  among  themselves,  that  may  be  accused  of 
scandal  or  heresy,  unto  or  cognizable  by  -them,  examine 
the  matter  carefully,  and  if  they  find  just  occasion  shall  di- 
rect to  the  calling  of  the  council,  where  such  offenders 
shall  be  duly  proceeded  against." 

^'  XIV*  That  the  associated  pastors  shall  also  be  con- 
sulted by  bereaved  churches,  belonging  to  their  associa- 
tion,  and  recommend  to  such  churches  such  persons,  as 
may  be  fit  to^  be  called  and  settled  in  the  work  of  the  gos- 
pel ministry  amon^  them.  And  if  such  bereaved  churches 
shall  not  seasonably  call  and  settle  a  minister  anaong  them, 
the  said  associated  pastors  shall  lay  the  state  of  such  be- 
reaved chuVth  before  the  general  assembly  of  this  colony, 
thfML  they  may  take  order  concerning  them,  as  sball  be 
found  necessary  for  their  peace  and  edification."     ' 

^^XV.  That  it  be  recommended  as  ezpedienC,  that  all 
the  associations  in  this  colony  do  meet  in  a  general  associa- 
tion, by  their  respective  delegates,  one  or  more  out  of 
each  association,  once  a  year,  the  first  meeting  to  beat 
Hartford,  at  the  general  election  next  ensuing  the  date  here- 
of, and  so  annually  in  all  the  counties  successively,  at 
such  time  and  place,  as  they  the  said  delegiHes  shall  in 
their  annual  meetings  appoint." 

The  confession  of  faith,  heads  of  agreement,  and  these 
articles  of  discipline  having  unanimously  passed,  and  been 
signed  by  the  scribes,  were  presented  to  the   legislature 
the  Succeeding  October,  for  their  approbation  and  estab- 
lishment.    Upon  which  they  passed  the  following  adopting 
act. 
At  a  general  court  holden  at  New-Haven,  October  1708. 
Act  of  as-       ^^  The  reverend  ministers,  delegates  from  the  elders  and 
•cmbiy  a-  messengers  of  this  ^vemmenf,  met  at  Saybrook,  Septem- 
ti^Saj-    ^^^  ^^^)  ^'^^)  having  presented  to  this  assembly  a  Coo- 
brook       fession  of  Faith,  and  Heads  of  Ag;reemeiit,  and  regula- 
piatform,    tions  in  the  administration  of  church  discipline,  as  unani- 
Oct.  1708.  fl^Qusly  agreed  and  consented  to  by  the  elders  and  churches 
in  this  government ;  this  assembly  doth  declare  their  great 
approbation  of  such  an  happy  agreement,  and  do  oraain, 
that  all  the  churches  within  this  government,  that  are,  or 
shall  be,  thus  united  in  doctrine,  worship,  and  discipline, 
be,  and  for  the  future  shall  be  owned  a^d  acknowledged 
established  bylaw;  provided  always,  that  DoltuAg herein 
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shall  be  intended  or  construed  to  hinder  or  prevent  any  so-  Book  L 
dety  or  church,  that  is  or  shall  he  allowed  by  the  laws  o(s.^^\,^^^/ 
this  government,  who  soberly  differ  or  dissent  from  the  u-     1708* 
nited  churches  hereby  established,   from  exercising  wor- 
ship and  discipline,  in  their  own  way,  according  to  their 
consciences. 

"  A  true  copy,  Test, 

"  Eleazer  Kimberlt,  Secretary." 

Though  the  council  were  unanimous  in  passing  the  plat- 
form  of  discipline,  yet  they  were  not  all  of  one  opinion. 
Some  were  for  high  consociational  government,  and  in  their 
sentiments  nearly  presbyterians  ;  others  were  much  more  , 
moderate  and  rather  verging  on  independency  ;  but  ex- 
ceedingly desirous  of  keeping  the  unity  Af  the  spirit  in  the 
bond  of  peace,  they  exercised  great  christian  condescen* 
sion  and  amicableness  towards  each  other. 

As  it  was  stipulated,  that  the  heads  of  agreement  should 
be  observed  through  the  colony,  ihis  was  an  important 
mean  of  reconciling  numbers  to  the  constitution,  as  these 
did  not  carry  points  so  far  as  the  articles  of  discipline. 
These  did  not  make  the  judgments  of  councils  decisive,  in 
all  cases,  but  only  maintained,  thftt  particular  churches 
ought  to  have  a  reverential  regard  to  their  judgment,  and 
not  to  dissent  from  it  without  apparent  grounds  from  the 
word  of  God.  Neither  did  these  give  the  elders  a  nega- 
tive in  councils  over  the  churches ;  and  in  some  other  in- 
stances they  gave  more  latitude  than  the  articles  of  disci- 
pline. These  therefore  served  to  reconcile  such  elders 
and  churches,  as  were  not  for  a  rigid  consociational  gov- 
ernment, and  to  gain  their  consent.  Somewhat  different 
constructions  were  put  upon  the  constitution.  Those  who  . 
were  for  a  hi^h  consociational  government,  construed  it  / 
rigidly  according  to  the  articles  of  discipline,  and  others 
by  the  heads  of  agreement ;  or,  at-  least,  they  were  for 
softening  down  the^more  rigid  articles,  by  construing  them 
agreeably  to  those  heads  of  union. 

Notwithstanding  the  Savoy  confession  was  adopted,  as 
the  faith  of  the  Connecticut  churches,  yet,  by  adopting  the 
heads  of  agreement,  it  was  agreed,  that  with  respect  to 
soundness  of  judgment  in  matters  of  faith,  it  was  sufficient, 
^^  That  a  church  acknowledge  the  scriptures  to  be  the  word 
of  God,  the  perfect  and  only  rule  of  faith  and  practice,  and 
own  either  the  doctrinal  part  of  those  commonly  called  the 
articles  of  the  church  of  England,  or  the  confession  or  cate- 
chisms, shorter  or  longer,  compiled  by  the  assembly  at 
Westminster,  or  the  confession  agreed  on  at  the  Savoy,  to 
be  agreeable  to  the  said  rule." 
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The  Saybrodk  platform,  thus  unanimously  recommended 
by  the  elders  and  messengers  of  the  churches,  and  adopted 
by  the  legislature,  as  the  religious  constitution  of  the  colo« 
ny,  met  with  a  general  reception,  though  some  of  the 
churches  were  extremely  opposed  to  it.* 

The  elders  and  messengers  of  the  county  of  Hartford 
met  in  council,  at  HartfcHrd,  the  next  February,  and  form- 
ed into  two  distinct  consociations  and  associations  for  the 
purposes  expressed  in  the  constitution.  The  ministers  and 
churches  of  the  other  three  counties  afterwards  formed 
themselves  into  consociations  and  associations.  There 
were  therefore,  soon  after,  five  consociations  and  the  same 
number  of  associations  in  the  colony.  The  associations 
met  annually,  by  §  delegation  of  two  elders  from  each  asso- 
ciation, in  a  general  association.  This  has  a  general  ad- 
visory superintendency  over  all  the  ministers  and  church- 
es in  the  colony.  Its  advice  has  generally  been  accepta- 
ble to  the  ministers  and  churches,  and  cheerfully  carried 
into  execution.  The  meeting  of  the  general  association 
was  anciently  in  September ;  but  the  time  of  meeting,  after 
some  years,  was  altered,  and  for  more  than  sixty  years 
has  been  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  June. 

The  corporation  of  college  having  now  obtained  a  con- 
fession of  faith,  adopted  by  the  churches  and  legislature  of 
the  colony,  adopted  it  for  college,  and  the  trustees  and  of- 
ficers of  the  college,  upon  their  introduction  to  office,  were 
required  to  give  their  assent  to  it,  and  to  the  Westminster 
confession  and  catechisms. 

But  before  this  could  be  effected,  Mr.  Pierson,  the  presi- 
dent, was  no  more.  He  died  on  the  5th  of  March,  1707, 
to  the  unspeakable  loss  and  affliction  both  of  the  college 
and  the  people  of  his  charge.  He  had  his  education  at 
Harvard  college,  where  he  was  graduated,  1668.  He  ap- 
pears first  to  have  settled  in  thetninistry  at  Newark  in  New- 
Jersey.  Thence  he  came  to  Killingworth,  and  was  in- 
stalled in  1694.  He  had  the  character  of  a  bard  student, 
good  scholar,  and  great  divine.  In  his  whole  conduct,  he 
was  wise,  steady,  and  amiable.  He  was  greatly  respected 
as  a  pastor,  and  he  instructed  and  governed  the  college 
with  general  approbation. 

Upon  the  death  of  rector  Pierson,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Andrew 

"  ThoQgh  Messrs.  Andrew,  Pierpont,  and  Russell,  were  influential  cbar- 
actert,  jet  it  is  observable,  that  the  churcbes,  in  that  coun^,  sent  no  met- 
f»engers  to  the  synod ;  and  the  tradition  is  that  the  church  and  people  of 
Norwich  were  so  offended  with  their  minister,  Mr.  John  Woodward,  ibr 
confeoting  to  it,  that  thej  never  would  forgive  him  and  be  reconciled  ; 
but  made  such  opposition  to  his  ministiy,  that,  bj  the  advice  of  concB^ 
t)Q  Tcs'if^ed  it  and  left  the  town. 
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was    chosen  rector  pro  tempore.     The  senior  class  were  Book  I. 
removed  to  Milford,  to  be  under  his  immediate  instruction,  v^'^v^^^^ 
until   the   commencement.     The  other  students  were  re«    1709. 
^oved  to  Saybrook,   and  put  under  the  care  and  instruc-  Stadenu 
tions  of  two  tutors.     Mr.  Andrew  moderated  at  the  com-"?^^*^ 
inencements  and  gave  general  directions  to  the  tutors.     Mr.  brooZ' 
Buckingham  also,  who  was  one  of  the  trustees,  and  resided 
at  Saybrook,  during  his  life,  had  a  kind  of  direction  and  in-  * 

spcction    over  the   college.     In   this  state  it  continued, 
without  any  material  alteration,  until  about  the  year  1715. 

The  ministers  of  Connecticut  were  (exceedingly  atten- 
tive to  the  morals  and  qualifications  of  those,  whom  they 
recommended  to  the  improvement  of  the  churches,  or  or- 
dained to  the  pastoral  office.  The  general  association,  in  Sept.  is, 
1712,  at  a  meeting  of  theirs,  at  Fairfield,  agreed  upon  the  ^''12. 
following  rules,  and  recommended  them  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  several  associations  for  their  approbation  and 
concurrence. 

'^  Rules  agreed  upon  for  the  examination  of  candidates 
for  the  ministry. 

"  Agreed  upon,  that  the  person  to  be  examined  concern-  Directioiia 
ing  his  qualifications  for  the  evangelical  ministry,  shall  be  re«pcctiiig 
dealt  with,  in  his  examinations,  with  all  candor  and  gentle-  ^^g'/^r 
Dess.  the  minii- 

'^  1  •  That  he  be  able  to  give  satisfaction,  to  the  associ-  try. 
etion  examining  him,   of  his  skill  in  the  Hebrew,  Greek, 
and  Latin  tongues. 

^^  2.  That  he  be  able  to  give  satisfaction,  to  the  associ- 
ation examining  him,  of  his  skill  in  Logic  and  Philoso- 
phy. 

^^  3.  He  shall  be  examined  what  authors,  in  divinity,  he 
hath  read ;  and  also  concerning  the  main  grounds  or  prin- 
ciples of  the  christian  religion  ;  and  shall  therein  offer  just 
matter  of  satisfaction  to  the  association  examining  him ; 
and  shall  give  his  assent  to  the  confession  of  faith  publicly  * 

owned  and  declared  to  be  the  confession  of  the  faith  of  the 
united  churches  of  this  colony. 

'^  4.  That  if  the  life  and  conversation  of  the  person  to  be 
examined  be  not  well  known  to  the  association  examining 
him,  then  said  person  shall  offer  sufficient  evidence  to  said 
association  of  his  sober  and  religious  conversation. 

^^  5.  That  the  person  to  be  examined  shall  publicly  pray, 
and  also  preach,  in  the  presence  of  the  association  exam- 
ining him,  from  some  text  of  scripture  which  shall  be  given  ^ 
him  by  said  association,  and  at  such  time  and  place  as 
they  shall  appoint,  fn  order  to  prove  his  gifts  for  the  miQ" 
isterial  work* 

M3 


«  , 
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Book  I.      ''  Rules  rclaling  to  the  ordination  of  a   person  to  th« 
\^^'^'^%m/  work  of  the  ministry. 

1712,  "Agreed,  1.  In  case  of  ordination,  those  who  are  to  or- 
Rcspect-  dain  ought  to  be  satisfied,  that  the  person  to  be  ordained  14 
iogminit-  apj  ^Q  leach,  and  of  his  inclination  to  the  work  of  the  min- 

ter»  to  be     .  ^  ' 

oi^aioed.    *Stry. 

"  2.  That  they  shall  be  sati^^fied  with  his  prudence  and 
fitness  for  the  management  of  so  great  a  trust,  as  that  of  the 
w^ork  of  the  ministry. 

"  3.  The  persons  to  ordain  shall  be  satisfied,  that  his 
preaching  and  conversation  be  acceptable  to  the  people 
over  whom  he  is  to  be  ordained. 

"  4.  That  he  shall  be  able  to  explain  such  texts  ofscrip* 
ture  as  shall  be  proposed  to  him. 

^'  5.  That  he  shall  be  able  to  resolve  such  pracUcal  cas- 
es of  conscience  as  shall  be  proposed  to  him* 

"6.  That  he  shall  shew,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  pas- 
tors to  ordain  him,  his  competent  ability  to  refute  danger* 
ous  errors,  and  defend  the  truth  against  gainsayers. 

"  7.  That  he  shatl  give  his  consent  to  the  church  disci- 
pline of  this  colony  as  established  by  law  ;  yet  the  pastors 
to  ordain  arc  not  to  be  too  severe  and  strict  with  him  to  be 
ordained,  upon  his  sober  dissent  from  some  particulars  in 
said  discipline.'^ 

Such  has  been  the  pious  care  of  the  venerable  fathers 
of  the  churches  in  Connecticut,  to  preserve  in  them  a  learn- 
ed, orthodox,  experimental  ministry.  The  associations^ 
have  examined  all  candidates  for  the  ministry  andrecom- 
mended  them  to  the  churches  previously  to  their  preachinf^ 
^  in  them.     In  their  examinations,  they  have   carefully  ea- 

qnired  into  their  knowledge  in  divinity,  their  experimental 
acquaintance  with  religion,  their  ministerial  gifts  and  quali- 
fications, and  have  paid  a  special  attention  to  their  morals^ 
and  good  character.  Hence  these  churches  have  been 
distinguished  and  singularly  happy  in  a  learned,  pious,  la- 
borious, and  prudent  ministry. 
Donationar  About  this  time  a  very  valuable  addition  of  books  was 
Se^col-^  "™^^®  ^^  ^^^  college  library,  at  Saybrook.  In  1713,  Sir 
lege.  '  John  Davie,  ofGroton,  who  had  an  estate  descended  to 
him  in  England,  with  the  title  of  baronet,  gave  a  good  col- 
lection. The  next  year  a  much  greater  donation  was 
made  by  the  generosity  and  procurement  of  Jeremiah 
Dummer,  Esq.  of  Boston.  He  was  then  in  London,  in 
the  capacity  of  an  agent  for  several  of  the  New- England 
colonies.  He  sent  over  above  800  volumes.  About  120 
of  them  were  procured  at  his  own  charge.  The  xest  were 
from  principal  gentlemen  In  England,  throu^i.  his  solicita- 
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lion  and  influence.     Particularly  from   Sir  Isaac  Newtou,  Book  I. 
Sir  Richard  Blackmore,  Sir  Richard  Steele,  Doctors  Bur-  v^'"V'^^ 
net,  Halley,  Bentley,  Kennet,  Calamy,  and  Edwards;  and    1713. 
from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Henry  and  Mr.  VVhiston.     These  sev- 
erally gave  a  collection  of  their  own  works,  and  governor 
Yale  put  in  about  40  volumes.     The  library  now  consisted     » 
of  about  nine  hundred  volumes. 

From  1702  to   1713  inclusively,  forty  six  youn^  gentle- Number 
men  were  graduated,  at  Say  brook.     Of  these,  thirty  four  JT^duated 
became  ministers  of  the  gospel,  and  two  were  elected  ma-  Jj^befow 
gistratcs.     Notwithstanding  the  infant  state  of  the  college,  tbe year 
numbers  of  them,  through  their  native  strength  of  genius  1714. 
and  the  instructions  of  those  excellent  tutors,  Mr.  John 
Hart  and  Mr.    Phineas  Fisk,  became  excellent  scholars, 
^nd  shone  not  only  as  distinguished  lights  in  the  churches, 
but  made  a  figure  in  the  repuolic  of  letters.     Seven  of  them 
afterwards  were   fellows  of  the  college,  at  New-Haven  ; 
and  another  of  them  was  that  excellent  man,  the  Rever-  * 

end  Jonathan  Dickinson,  president  of  the  college  in  New- 
Jersey. 

The  number  of  ordained  ministers  in  the  colony,»this  Number  of 
year,  exclusive  of  tkose  in  the  towns  under  the  govern-  o*;^*!^ 
inent  of  Massachusetts,. was  forty  three.     Upon  the  low- ""17137 
est  computation  there  was  as  much  as  one  ordained  minis- 
ter to  every  four  hundred  persons,  or  to  every  eighty  fami-  1 
Jies.     It  does  not  appear,  that  there  was   one  bereaved 
church  in  the  colony.     Besides,  there  were  a  considerable 
number  of  candidates  preaching  in  the  new  towns  and  par- 
ishes, in  which  churches  were   not  yet  formed.     At  or  a- 
bout  this  time,  Mr.  Thomas  Towsey  began  to  preach  at 
Ifewtown,  Mr.  Joseph  Meacham  at  Coventry,  Mr.  Joha 
Bliss  at  Hebron,  and  Mr.  John  Fisk  at  Killinglv,  at  which 
places  churches  were  soon  after  gathered  and  those  gen- 
tlemen ordained.     Several  other  candidates  were  preach- 
ing in  other  places. 
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A  Catalogue  of  the  ministers  of  Connecticut^  from  1630,  to   1713, 

inclusively. 


COUNTY  OF  HARTFORD. 


Minister's  JVames.        Mamcs  of  towns. 


Thomas  Hooker 
Stmuel  Stone 
Joseph  Haynes 
Samuel  Whiting 
Mr.  Foster 

Timothy  Woodbridge 
Samuel  Whiting 
Tho's  Buckingham 
John  Warham 
Ephraim  Hewet 
Samuel  Mather 
!HsM>tfay  Edwards* 
Henry  Smith 
Jonathan  Russell 
Glershom  Bulkleyf 
Joseph  Rowlaiylsonl 
John  Woodbridge 
Stq>henMix 
Roger  Newton 
Samuel  Hooker 
Samuel  Whitman 
Wilfiam  Bumham 
Nathaniel  Collins 
Noadiah  Russell 
Timothy  Stevens 
Joeeph  Peck 
John  Southmayd 
^Dudley  Woodbridge 
mmothy  Woodbridge 
Jeremiah  Hobart^ 


^ 


Hartford 
Ist  church 

2d  do. 

Windsor 
2d  church 


Weathersfield 


Ordained  or 
Installed, 


Oct. 
do. 


11, 


163S 
do. 


Died  or 
Remcved. 


Nov.  18, 


Farmington 

Kensington  Sd  ch 
Middletown*t 
Glastenbury 
Waterbury 

Simsbury 
Haddam 


May, 


Inst 
Irmt. 
Inst. 
Ord. 
Oct.  13, 
July 
Dec  10, 
Dec  10, 
Nov.  4, 
Oct  4, 
Oct 


1685 
1669 


1639 
1682 
1694 


1666 

1879 

1694 

1652 

1661 

1706 

1712 

1668t 

1688 

1693 


July, 
July  20, 
May  24, 


April  30, 

Nov.  19, 
April  1, 
Sept.  4, 
March  18, 
Jan.  27, 

5Dis. 
^Died 

Aug.  28, 
Removed, 
Nov.  6j 


1647 
1663 
1679 


1732 
1709 
1731 
1670 
1644 
1728 
1758 
1641 


Aug.  26,    1669f 
May  30,    1705 
March  3,  1696 
1712 
Nov.  14,   1700t 


1667  > 
1713$ 

1738 
1857 
1697 


Dec.  18,        1684 


17S5 

1699 

1710 
1742 


April  16, 
June  7^ 

Aug.  3, 

A  tig.  28, 

Died  Nov.  6, 1715 

As  the  gatheriog,  or  forming  of  the  cburrhe?,  as  far  as  can  be  ftfund,  was  uoiversal- 
]y  on  the  day  of  ordination,  no  column  is  made  to  certify  lh«  time  of  thrir  formation ; 
bat  wherever  ^is  mark  t  is  set  after  the  figures  expressini^  the  time  of  ordinatioo,  it 
ghret  notice  that  the  church  was  formed  at  the  same  time. 

*  Mr.  Edwards  was  nearly  sixty-four  years  in  the  ministry,  and  able  to  preach  u- 
til  he  was  about  84  years  of  aee. 

t  Mr.  Bulkley  was  son  of  the  Rev.  Peter  Bulkley,  of  Concord,  in  Matsachosetti, 
and  a  gentleman  of  a  very  eminent  character.  It  is  thus  given  upon  hit  monomeot : 
^^  Who  was  of  rare  abilities,  extraordinary  industry,  excellent  in  teaming',  master  of 
many  languages,  exaui»ite  in  his  skill  in  divinity,  physic  and  law,  and  of  a  roost  exen- 
plary  and  christian  hfe.''  By  reason  of  infirmity  he  resigned  the  miniitry  many  yean 
before  bis  death. 

i  Mr.  Rowlandson,  the  fourth  minister  of  Weathersfield,  removed  from  Lancaster, 
in  Matsacbvtetts,  after  that  town  was  burnt  by  the  Indians,  in  1676. 

*tMr.  Samuel  Stow  preached  some  years  at  Middletown,  but  as  he  was  dismissed 
befbre  the  church  was  gathered,  he  is  not  reckoned  in  the  list  of  its  ministers. 

i  The  Rev.  Mr.  Hobart  was  first  ordained  at  Topsfield,  m  Massachusetts.  Tbenct 
he  removed  to  Lokig-Island,  and  afterwards  to  Haddam,  wliere  he  died  in  the  roia- 
istxyi  at  a  very  advanced  age.     Before  him,  Mr.  Nicholas Noyes  preached tbirteea 
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Afinuter'f  ACame*. 

Ar™«o/3Ww. 

wiruUtiUd. 

DUd,  or  Tttaattd- 

Samuel  Whiting 

Windbun 

Dec.  4, 

nuof 

Sept.  17,        17» 

John  Bulkley 

Colchester 

Dec  30, 

1703t 

June,              17Bt 

Stephen  Hosmer 

Eaat.Uaddam 

May  3, 

I70H 

Joseph  Coit 

Plainfleld 

Jan.  B, 

i7oei 

Diuniued,    1741 

Eleazar  Willianu 

MansSeld 

Oct.  18, 

1710t 

Nathaniel  CbaunccT 

Durham 

Feb.  7. 

17111 

Died  Feb.  1, 17M 

Canterbury 

June  13 

1711 

D:jiuie«S,  17ST 

COUNTY  OP  NEW-HAVEN. 


John  Davenport 
William  Hook 
Nicholas  Street* 
James  Pierpont 
Peter  Prudden 
Roger  Nfctrton 
Samuel  Andrew 
Henry  WhitOeld 
John  Higsinmn 
Joseph  ETlipt 
Thomas  Ruggles 
John  Hart 
Abraham  Plerson 
Samuel  Russell 
John  Bonera 
John  James 
Joseph  Moss 
Samuel  Street 
Samuel  Whlttelsey 
iamea  Hemingway 


New^HaTcn 
Hilford 

Guilford 

E.  Guilford  3d  S. 
Branford 


Wallingfordt 
East-Haven 


Inst  1639 

Ord.  1641 

Ord.  1650 

July  t,  16U 

April  IS,  1840 
En.Au.32, 1660 

Nov.  IS,  1683 


1664 
Nov.  SO,  169^ 
Nov.  1707 

1644 

March,     I637f 


May, 


1674 
1710 
17071 


June  7, 
Jan.  34^ 
Removed, 
Removed,  ' 
May  «4, 

March! 
Removed, 

25, 


1731 
1650 
f069 
IBM 
1713 
17» 


IS,  171T 

April  15,        17SS 
Oct  7,  1754 


COUNTY  OF  N'EW-LONDON. 


]Uchard  BIynman 
t}ershom  Bulkley 
Smon  Bradstreett 
Gurdon  Sattonstall ' 
Eliphtlet  Adams 


.Removed,     IfM 
Oct.  5,     1670    iDled,  MBS 

Nov.  S5,   1691      Rem.  Jan.     1707 
Feb.  1709      Died,  April,  1733 


yean  in  the  town;  boldurioK  thii  time  Do  church  was  rormrd  ;  aad  he  left  fbe  town, 
and  wst  afterward*  ordiiiwa  to  the  paatora]  office  in  a  cburch  at  Sslem,  is  Massa- 
chiiietti. 

*  Afler  (be  removal  of  Mr.  Davenport,  Mr.  Street  continued  the  only  initmctor  of 
the  chard)  witil  lu  death ;  and  after  hii  deceaie  the  shurch  and  people  weie  eievea 
jean  wilhont  a  paitur.  A  great  variety  of  preachers  were  invited  into  the  town,  but 
none  coukl  oalte  tbem  until  Hr.  Fieipoot  was  called.  Under  his  oiiniMrj  they  eojoj- 
•sd  great  peace,  abd  were  edified. 

t  The  camnuttee  of  New-Hiiven  far  setUine  the  town  oT  Wallingford,  for  the  safety 
of  the  church,  obliged  the  naderlaken,  and  all  the  succettive  planten,  to  snbscfib*  Ihe 
foltowin;  enfagement,  vii.  "  He  or  they  ihall  not  by  any  meam  disturb  Ihe  church, 
when  settled  there,  in  Ibair  choice  of  minuter  or  mioiiters,  or  other  cherfh  oBicen  ;  or 
to  any  of  their  other  church  rij^li,  libertiei  or  administratioos  ;  nor  ihall  withdraw 
due  muntqnsoce  from  snch  ministry."  This  showt  how  strongly  the  churchei  in  tbi* 
part  of  the  coioay  ware,  at  that  time,  oppowd  to  towns  and  parishes  baring  any  thiof: 
to  do  in  the  choice  of  a  minister,  or  in  any  church  affairs. 

t  There  weBii  to  have  been  no  church  forined  in  New-London  unltl  Ihe  onlinatin 
of  Mr.  Braditreet,  nod  it  is  probabit  that  DsitberMr.  BIynmtll  nor  Mr.  Uullflcy  wert 
iutallod  ot  oidaiaedin  tba  town. 
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MiniwUr^s  Kanus, 

JamesFitch 
Thomas  Buckingham 
James  Noyea} 
James  Fitch 
John  Woijdward 
John  Woodbridge 
Abraham  Piersun 
Jared  Elliott 
Ephraim  Woodbridge 
Moses  Noyes 
Samuel  Pierpont^ 
Salmon  Treat 
Joieph  Parsons 
Samuel  Wells 


Mr.  Jonet^ 
Sai^uel  Wakeman 
Joseph  Webb 
Adam  Blackman 
Israel  Chauncey 
Timothy  Cutler 
Zachariah  Walker 
Richard  Denton  || 
John  Bishi^p 
John  Davenport 
Thomas  Hanford 
Stephen  Buckingham 
Joseph  Morgan 
Seth  Shove 
Zachariah  Walker 
John  BuwersH 


JSTamta  of  TWnj. 


When  ordaintdy 
orinstalUd. 


Saybrook 

Stonington 

Norwich 

Killingworth 

Groton 
Lyme 
Preston 
Lebanon 


Sept  10, 
Dec.  6, 

Inst 

Oct  «6, 
Nov.  8, 

Dec.  10, 
Nov.  16, 
Nov.  27, 
Dec.  5, 


1674t 

1660 

1699 

1666 

1694 

1709 

1714 

1693t 

17^4 

1698 

1700 

1711 


DM^or  removed 


D.Dec.  30,  171t 
1701 
Dis.Septl9,1716 
Rem.  to  W.  1679 
Died  May  5, 1707 
April  22,  176S 
172^4 

March,  1725 

Res.  Mar.14, 1744 

Dismissed     1708 

1722 


COUNTY  OF  FAIRFIELD. 


iFairfield 


Stratford 
2d  cliurch 
Stamford 


Norwalk 

Greenwich 
Danbury 
Woodbury 
Rye 


Sept  30,  1665 
Aug.  10,  1694 


Jan.  11, 


Nov.  17, 

Oct  15, 
Mays, 


1640t 

1665 

1709 

» 

1641 
1644 
1694 
1654 
1697 

1697t 
1670 


March  ft,  1692 

Se(pt  19,  1792 

Died,  1665 

March  14,  17U 

IttoY.C.  1719 
R.  to  Woodbury 

RemoTed,  1644 

Died,  1694 

D.  Feb.»,  17dl 

Rea.Feb.24, 1727 


Oct  3, 


il^i 


Mmiiten  within  the  boundaries  of  Conneetietit,  but  under  tJujurisHclionof  MaumefM- 

tettSy  in  1713. 


Nii^aniel  Collin^ 
Be^amin  Ruggles 
Josinh  Dwight 


ijies.  died, 

[Sept  6,  . 


1757 
1708 


Enfield  16971 

Suffield  May,        1698t 

Woodstock 
Within  the  boundaries  of  the  colony,  including  those  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
Masaachuaetts,  there  were  forty-six  churches,  which  had  been  iUuminaled  with 
about  ninety  ministers.  The  churches  enjoyed  peace,  and  increased  io  num- 
ben,  knowledge  and  beauty. 

^The  Rev.  Mr.  Noye*  preached  at  Stooington  ntore  than  ten  vcars  before  his  ordi< 
nation.  It  appears  by  the  cbuKrh  records,  that  be  preached  in  the  town  56  years  aod 
6  months. 

i  Mr.  PierpdBt,  returning  from  a  yitit  which  be  had  made  bis  friends,  at  New-HaT- 
en,  was  drowned  in  Connecticut  river,  March,  1725.  He  attempted  to  cross  the  river 
in  a  Canoe,  but  an  unexsectedgvit  of  wind  arose,  by  which  it  was  overset  His  body 
wafted  to  Fisher^s  Islantf,  where  it  was  taken  up  and  buried. 

tMr.  Jones  was  episcopally  ordained  io  England,  and  came  into  this  countiy  at  an 
eartr  period,  hut  as  the  first  records  of  Fairfield  were  burnt,  no  particular  account  can 
be  given  of  his  iastallation,  or  the  time  of  his  death. 

II  Mr.  Denton  died  at  Hampstead,  upon  Long-Island,  about  the  year  1663|  where  be 
left  posterity. 

T  Mr.  Bowers  removed  from  Derby,  and  settled  at  Rye,  about  the  year  1688.    Mr. 
Webb  then  preached  at  Derby  about  twelve  years,  but  was  not  ordained. 
'  **  Mr.  Collins,  after  laboring  more  than  twenty  years  at  Enfield,  jvsigtwd  his  aiols- 
try  in  that  place,  W  preached  to  other  coogregationf,  andcontinved  init  OBtiHiiB  desth. 
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NUMBER  I. 

The  old  patent  of  CannectictUj  1631. 

To  all  people,  unto  whom  this  present  writing  shall  comev 
Robert,  Earl  of  Warwick,  sendeth  greeting,  in  our  Lor» 
God  everlasting. 

KNOW  ye,  that  the  said  Robert,  Earl  of  Warwick,  for 
divers  good  causes  and  considerations  him  thereunto 
moving,  hath  given,  granted,  bargained,  sold,  enfeoffed,  alien- 
ed, and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  doth  give,  grant,  bar- 
gain, sell,  enfeoff,  aliene,  and  confirm,  unto  the  right  honorable 
William,  Viscount  Say  and  Seal,  the  right  honorable  Robert, 
Lord  Brook,  the  right  honorable  Liord  Rich,  and  the  honora- 
ble Charles  Fiennes,  Esq*  Sir  ^Nathaniel  Rich^  Knt.  Sir  Richf 
ard  Saltonstall,  Knt.  Richard  Knighdy,  Esq.  John  Pym,  Esq. 
John  Hampden,  John  Humphrey,  Esq.  and  Herbert  Pelham, 
Esq.  their  heirs  and  assigns,  and  their  associates  forever,  all 
that  part  of  New-England,  in  America,  which  lies  and  extends 
itself  from  a  river  there  called  Narraganset  river,  the  space  of 
forty  leagues  upon  a  straight  line  near  the  sea  shore  towards 
the  southwest,  west  and  by  south,  or  west,  as  the  coast  lieth  to- 
wards Virginia,  accounting  three  English  miles  to  the  league ; 
and  also  ail  and  singular  the  lands  and  hereditaments  whatso- 
ever, lying  and  being  within  the  lands'  afoiesaid,  north  and 
south  in  latitude  and  breadth,  and  in  length  and  longitude  of 
and  within,  all  the  breadth  aforesaid,  throughout  the  maia 
lands  there,  from  the  western  ocean  to  the  south  sea,  and  all 
lands  and  grounds,  place  and  places,  soil,  wood,  and  woodiL 
grounds,  havens,  ports,  creeks  and  rivers,  waters,  fialuogSy  ana 
fiereditaments  whatsoever,  lying  within  the  said  splice, 
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every  part  and  parcel  thereof.  And  also  all  islands  lying  in 
America  aforesaid,  in  the  said  seas,  or  either  of  them,  on  the 
western  or  eastern  coasts,  or  parts  of  the  said  tracts  of  lands, 
by  these  presents  mentioned  to  be  given,  granted,  bargained, 
sold,  eofeoffed,  aliened,  and  confirmed,  and  also  all  mines  and 
.minerals,  as  well,  royal  mines  of  gold  and  silver,  as  other 
mines  and  minerals  whatsoever,  in  the  said  land  and  premis- 
es, or  any  part  thereof,  and  also  the  several  rivers  within  the 
said  limits,  by  what  name  or  names  soever  called  or  known, 
and  all  jurisdictions,  rights,  and  royalties,  liberties,  freedoms, 
immunities,  powers,  privileges,  franchises,  preeminencies^  and 
commodities  whatsoever,  which  the  said  Robert,  Earl  of  War- 
wick, now  baih  or  had,  or  might  use,  exercise,  or  enjoy,  in  or 
within  any  part  or  parcel  thereof,  excepting  and  reserving  to 
his  majesty,  his  heirs,  and  successors  the  fifth  part  of  all  goI(j 
and  silver  ore,  that  shall  be  found  within  the  said  premises,  or 
any  part  or  parcel  thereof:  To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  part 
of  New-England  in  America,  which  lies  and  extends  and  is  a- 
butted  as  aforesaid.  And  the  said  several  rivers  and  every 
part  and  parcel  thereof,  and  all  the  said  islands,  rivers,  ports, 
navens,  waters,  fishings,  mines,  minerals,  jurisdictions,  pow- 
ers, franchises,  royalties,  liberties,  privileges,  comoiodities, 
hereditaments  and  premises,  whatsoever  with  the  appurtenan- 
ces, unto  the  said  William,  Viscount  Say  and  Seal,  Robert, 
Lord  Brook,  Robert,  Lord  Rich,  Charles  Fiennes,  Sir  Nathan- 
iel Rich,  Sir  Richard  Saltonstall,  Richard  Knightly,  John 
Pym,  John  Hampden,  John  Humphrey  and  Herbert  Pelham, 
their  heirs  and  assigns  and  their  associates,  to  the  only  proper 
end  absolute  use  and  behoof  of  them  the  said  William,  Vis- 
count Say  and  Seal,  Robert,  Lord  Brook,  Robert,  Lord  Rich, 
Charles  Fiennes,  Sir  Nathaniel  Rich,  Sir  Richard  Saltonstall, 
Richard  Knightly,  John  Pym,  John  Hampden,  John  Hum- 
phrey, and  Herbert  Pelham,  their  heirs  ana  assigns,  and  their 
associates  for  ever  more.  In  witness  whereof  the  said  Robert, 
Earl  of  Warwick,  hath  hereunto  set  his  hand  and  seal,  the 
nineteenth  day  of  March,  in  the  seventh  year  of  the  reign  of 
our  sovereign  Lord  Charles,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of 
England,  Scotland,  France  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the  faith, 
Jcc.  Annoq.  Domini,  1631. 

Signed^  sealed^  and  delivered,  in  the  presence  of 

Walter  Williams. 

Thomas  Howson. 

Robert  Warwick.  A  Seal. 
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NUMBER  II. 

Mr.  Winihrop^s  ctmtmission  to  erect  a  fort  at  the  maulk  qf  Con* 
neciicul  river^  nith  articles  of  agreement  between  him  (mdikeyt 
lordships  Say  and  Seal,  Brook^  ^c.  1635» 

KNOW  all  meD,  by  these  presenU,  that  we,  Ai^ur  HaMeI« 
ring,  Baronet,  Sir  Richard  Saltonstall,  Knt.  Henry  Lawrftscet 
Henry  Darley,  and  George  Fen  wick,  Esquires,  in  our  own 
names,  and  in  the  name  of  the  right  honorable  Viscount  Sajr 
and  Seal,  Robert,  Lord  Brook,  and  the  rest  of  our  company, 
do  ordain  and  constitute  John  Winthropf  Esq.  the  younger^ 
governor  of  the  river  Connecticut,  with  the  places  adjoining 
thereunto,  for,  and  during  the  space  of  one  whole  year,* after 
his  arrival  there,  giving  him,  from  and  under  us,  full  ptfiWer 
and  authority,  to  do  and  execute  any  such  lawful  act  and 
thing,  both  in  respect  of  the  place  ana  people,  as  ako  of  the 
affairs  we  have,  or  shall  have  there,  as  to  the  dignity  or  oflke 
of  a  governor  doth,  or  may  appertain.  In  witness  whereof 
we  have  hereunto  put  our  hands  and  seals,  this  18th  day  of 
July,  1635. 

Richard  Saltonstall,  Arthor  Hassblrivoi 

Henry  Lawrence,  Gborge  Fbnwick, 

Henry  Darley. 
Five  seal^appendant,  impressed  in  one  large  piece^of 


Articles  made  between  the  right  honorable  the  lord  Vtscouni  Sou 

and  Seal^  Sir  Arthur  Haaselring^  Baronet^  Sir  Richard  8al* 

tonsiall^  Knight  J  Henry  Lawrence^  Henry,  Darl^  and  Qewrgt 

Fenwickj  Esquires^  on  the  one  part^  and  John  Winthropf  £if  • 

the  younger,  of  the  other^  the  7th  July,  16S5. 

First,  That  we,  in  our  names,  and  the  rest  of  the  company^ 

do  by  these  presents  appoint  John  Winthrop,  the  youngec^ 

eovernorof  the  river  Connecticut,  in  New-England,  and  of  tiie 

harbour  and  places  adjoining,  for  the  space  of  one  year,  froqi 

his  arrival  there.    And  the  said  John  Winthrop  doth  undef^ 

take  and  covenant  for  his  part,  that  he  will,  with  all  conreOf- 

ient  speed,  repair  to  those  places,  and  there  abide  as  afiwi^ 

said  for  the  best  advancement  of  the  company's  service. 

Secondly,  That  so  soon  as  he  comes  to  the  biy,  he  shall  ear 
deavour  to  provide  able  men  to  the  nmnber  of  fifty,  at  the  least, 
for  making  of  fortifications,  and  building  of  houses  at  the  river 
Connecticut,  and  the  harbour  adjoining,  first  for  their  own 
present  accommodations,  and  then  such  houses  as  may  receive 
men  of  quality,  which  latter  houses  we  would  have  to  be  build- 
ed  within  the  fort. 

N3 
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*rhirclly,  That  he  shall  employ  those  men,  according  lo  hi^ 
best  ability,  for  the  advancement  of  the  company's  service,  es- 

Eecially  in  the  particulars  abovementioncd,  during  the  thne  of 
is  government;  and  shall  also  give  a  true  and  just  accoitiut  ot' 
ail  £e  monies  and  goods  committed  to  his  managing. 
Fourthly,  That  for  such  as  shall  plant  there  now,  in  the  be- 

S'nning,  he  shall  take  care  that  they  plant  themselves  either  at 
e  harbour,  or  near  the  mouth  of  the  river,  that  these  places 
may  be  the*  better  strengthened  for  their  owrf  safety,  and  la 
that  end,  that  they  also  set  down  ia  such  bodies  together,  as 
they  may  be  most  capable  of  an  entrenchment;  provided  that 
there  be  reserved  unto  the  fort,  for  the  maintenance  of  it,  one 
thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  acres,  at  least,  of  good  ground,  as 
near  adioining  thereunto  as  may  be. 

Fifthly,  That  forasmuch  as  the  service  will  take  him  ofTfroot 
his  own  employment^  the  company  do  engage  themselves,  to 
give  him  a  jxist  and  due  consideration  for  the  same.  In  wit- 
ness whereof  we  have  interchangeably  hereunto  subscribed  our 
names. 

W.  Say  and  Seal,  George  Fenwick, 

Henry  Lawrence,  Arthur  Hasselrino, 

Richard  Saltonstall,        Henry  Darley. 

NUMBER  IIL 

Tlu  original  constitution  of  Connectictcty  fctnned  b]/  voluntary 

compact  y  1639. 

FORASMUCH  as  it  hath  pleased  theAImigl^  God,  by  the 
wise 'disposition  of  his  divine  providence,  so  to  order  aini  dis- 
pose of  things,  that  we  the  inbabkants  and  residents  of  Wind- 
sor, Hartfora,  and  WeatbersfieM,  are  now  cohabiting^  and 
dwelling  in  and  upon  the  river  Connecticut,  and  the  lands 
thereunto  adjoining^and  well  knowing  where  a  people  are  gath- 
ered together,  the  word  of  God  requireth  that,  to  maintain  the 
peace  and  union  of  such  a  people,  there  should  be  an  orderly 
and  decent  government  established  according  to  God,  to  order 
atid  dispose  of  the  al&irs  of  the  people  at  alfseasons,  as  occa- 
sion should  require ;  do  therefore  associate  and  con]pin  our- 
selves to  be  as  one  public  State  or  Commonwealth*;  and  do^ 
for  ourselves  tod  our  successors,  and  such  as  shall  be  adjoin- 
ed to  us  at  any  time  hereafter,  enter  into  combination  and  con- 
federation together,  to  maintain  and  preserve  the  liberty  and 
purity  of  the  gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus,  which  we  now  pro- 
fess, as  also  the  discipline  of  the  churches,  which,  according  to 
the  truth  of  said  gospel,  is  now  practised  amongst  us ;  as  als(» 
in  our  civil  affairs  to  be  guided  and  governed  according  to  suck 
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laws,  rules,  orders,  and  decrees,  as  shall  be  made,  ordered,  and 
decreed,  as  foilowcth : 

I.  It  is  ordered,  sentenced,  and  decreed,  that  there  shall  be 
yearly  two  general  assemblies  or  courts,  the  one  on  the  second 
Thursday  of  April,  the  other  the  second  Thursday  of  Septem- 
ber foUowing :  The  first  shall  be  called  the  Court  of  Elec- 
tion, wherein  shall  be  yearly  chosen,  from  time  to  time,  so 
many  magistrates  and  other  public  officers,  as  shall  be  found 
requisite,  whereof  one  to  be  chosen  governor  for  the  year  en- 
suing, and  until  another  be  chosen,  and  no  other  magistrate  to 
be  chosen  for  more  than  one  year ;  provided  always,  there  be 
six  chosen  besides  the  governor,  which  being  chosen  and  sworn 
according  td  an  oath  recorded  for  that  purpose,  shall  have 

})ower  to  administer  justice  according  to  the  laws  here  estab- 
ished,  and  for  want  thereof  according  to  the  rule  of  the  word 
of  God  ;  which  choice  shall  be  made  by  all  that  are  admitted 
freemen,  and  have  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity,  and  do  cohabit 
within  this  jurisdiction,  having  been  admitted  inhabitants  by 
the  major  part  of  the  town  where  they  live,  or  the  major  part 
of  such  as  shall  be  then  present. 

II.  It  is  ordered,  sentenced,  and  decreed,  that  the  election 
of  the  aforesaid  magistrates  shall  be  in  this  manner ;  every 
person  present  and  qualified  for  choice,  shall  bring  in  (to  the 
persons  deputed  to  receive  themX  one  single  paper,  with  the 
name  of  him  written  on  it  whom  he  desires  to  have  governor, 
and  he  that  hath  the  greatest  number  of  papers  shall  be  gover- 
nor for  that  year :  And  the  rest  of  the  magistrates  or  public 
ofiicers  to  be  chosen  in  this  manner ;  the  secretary  for  the  time 
being,  shall  first  read  the  names  of  all  that  are  to  be  put  to 
choice,  and  then  shall  severally  nominate  them  distinctly,  and 
evenr  one  that  would  have  the  person  nominated  to  be  chosea 
shall  bring  in  one  single  paper  written  upon,  and  he  that  would 
not  have  him  chosen  shall  bring  in  a  blank,  and  every  one  that 
lias  more  written  papers  than  blanks,  shall  be  a  magistrate  for 
that  year,  which  papers  shall  be  received  and  told  oy  one  or 
more  that  shall  be  then  chosen,  by  the  court,  and  sworn  to  be 
faithful  therein ;  but  in  case  there  should  not  be  six  persons  as 
aforesaid,  besides  the  governor,  out  of  those  which  are  nomi- 
nated, then  he  or  they  which  have  the  most  written  papers, 
shall  be  a  magistrate  or  magistrates  for  the  ensuing  year,  to 
make  up  the  aforesaid  number. 

III.  it  is  ordered,  sentenced,  and  decreed,  that  the  secreta- 
ry shall  not  nominate  any  person  new,  nor  shall  any  person 
oe  chosen  newly  into  the  magistracy,  which  was  not  propound- 
ed in  some  general  court  before,  to  be  nominated  the  next  elec- 
tion :  And. to  that  end  it  shall  be  lawful  for  each  of  the  towns 
^giresaid,  by  their  deputies,  to  nominate  any  two  whom  thej 
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conc^im  fit  to  be  put  to  election,  and  the  court  may  add  so  ma- 
ny more  as  they  judge  requisite. 

IV.  U  U  oHered^  sentenced,  and  decreed,  that  no  person  be 
chosen  ^orernor  above  once  in  two  years,  add  that  the  gorer* 
i)or  be  alwBys  a  member  of  some  approved  congregation,  and 
formerly  of  the  magistracy  within  tnis  jurisdiction,  and  all  the 
magistrates  freemen  of  this  commonwealth ;  ai^d  that  no  mag- 
istrate or  other  public  officer,  shajl  execute  any  part  of  his  or 
their  office  before  they  are  severally  sworn,  which  shall  be 
done  in  the  face  of  the  court  if  they  be  present,  and  in  case  of 
labsence,  by  some  deputed  for  that  purpose. 

V.  It  is  ordered,  sentenced,  and  decreed,  that  to  the  afore* 
Bftid  court  of  election,  the  several  towns  shall  send  their  depu* 
ties,  and  when  the  elections  are  ended  Uiey  may  proceed  in 
any  public  service,  as  at  other  courts ;  also,  the  other  general 
court  in  September,  shall  be  for  making  of  laws,  and  any  other 
public  occasiof  yrk^cU  coqcerns  the  good  of  the  common- 
wealth. 

VI.  It  is  ordered,  sentenced,  and  decreed,  that  the  gover- 
nor shall,  either  by  himself  or  by  the  secretary,  send  out  sum- 
aoos  to  the  constables  of  every  town,  for  the  calling  of  those 
two  standing  courts,  one  month  at  least,  before  their  several 
times ;  and  also,  if  the  governor  and  the  greatest  part  of  the 
inagistrates  see  cause,  upon  aqy  special  occasion,  to  call  a 
general  court,  they  may  give  oraer  to  the  secretary  so  to  do, 
within  fourteen  days  warning ;  and  if  urgent  necessity  so  re- 
quire, upon  a  shorter  notice,  giving  sufficient  grounds  for  it 
to  the  deputies  when  they  meet,  or  else  be  questioned  for  the 
same.  4"^  '^  ^^^  governor,  or  major  part  of  the  magistrates, 
shall  either  neglect  or  refuse  to  pall  the  two  ge'peral  standing 
courts,  or  either  of  them,  as  also  at  other  times  when  the  oc- 
casions of  the  commonwealth  require,  the  freemen  thereof,  or 
the  major  part  of  them,  shall  petition  to  them  so  to  do ;  if  then 
it  be  either  denied  or  neglected,  the  said  freemen,  or  the  ma- 

^'of  part  of  them,  shall  havppower  to  give  order  to  the  consta- 
bles of  the  several  towns  to  do  the  same,  and  so  may  meet  to- 
gether and  choose  to  themselves  a  moderator,  and  may  pro- 
ceed to  do  any  act  of  power  which  any  pther  general  courts 
5iay. 

VII.  It  is  ordered,  sentenced,  and  decreed,  that  after  there 
are  warrants  given  out  for  any  of  the  said  general  courts,  the 
constable  or  constables  of  each  town,  shall  forthwith  give  no- 
tice distinctly  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  same,  in  some  public 
assembly,  or  by  going  or  sending  from  bouse  to  house,  that  at 
a  place  and  time  by  him  or  them  limited  and  set,  they  meet 
and  assemble  themselves  together,  to  elect  and  choose  certain 
de|y(iti€s  to  be  at  t^  pener^l  coart  then  following,  to  agitata 
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the  affairs  of  the  commotiwealtb,  which  said  deputies  shall  be 
chosen  by  all  that  are  admitted  inhabitants  in  the  several  towns, 
«nd  have  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity ;  provided,  that  none  be 
chosen  a  deputy  for  any  general  court  which  is  not  a  freeman 
of  this  commonwealth :  The  aforesaid  deputy  shall  be  choseni 
in  manner  following ;  every  person  that  is  present  and  qualifi- 
ed, as  before  expressed,  shall  bring  the  names  of  such,  written 
on  several  papers,  as  they  desire  to  have  chosen,  for  that  em- 
ployment ;  and  those  three  or  four,  more  or  less,  being  the 
number>agreed  on  to  be  chosen,  for  that  time,  that  have  the 
rreatest  number  of  papers  written  for  them,  shall  be  deputies 
K>r  that  court ;  whose  names  shall  be  indorsed  on  the  back 
side  of  the  warrant,  and  returned  into  the  court  with  the  con- 
stable or  constables  hand  unto  the  same. 

VIII.  It  is  ordered,  sentenced,  and  decreed,  that  WindsoTi  -  f -« 
Hartford,  and  Weathersfield,  shall  have  power,  each  town,  to 

send  four  of  their  firemen  as  their  deputies,  to  every  general 
court ;  and  whatsoever  other  towns  shall  be  hereafter  added  to 
this  iurisdiction,  they  shall  send  so  many  deputies  as  the  court 
shall  jud^e  meet ;  a  reasonable  proportion  to  the  number  of 
freemen  £at  are  in  said  towns,  being  to  be  attended  therein ; 
which  deputies  shall  have  the  power  of  the  whole  town  to  give 
their  votes,  and  allowance  to  all  such  laws  and  orders,  as  may 
be  for  the  public  good,  and  unto  which  the  said  towns  are  to 
be  bound. 

IX.  It  is  ordered,  sentenced,  and  decreed,  that  the  deputies 
thus  chosen,  shall  have  power  and  liberty  to  appoint  a  time 
and  a  place  of  meeting  together,  before  any  general  court,  to 
advise  and  copsult  of  all  such  things  as  may  concern  the  good 
of  the  public ;  as  also  to  examine  tneir  own  elections,  whether 
according  to  the  order;  and  if  they  or  the  greatest  part  of  them 
find  any  election  to  be  illegal,  they  mav  seclude  such  for  the 
present  from  their  meeting,  and  return  the  same  and  their  rea- 
sons to  the  court ;  and  if  it  prove  true,  the  court  may  fine  the 
party  or  parties  so  intruding  upon  the  town,  if  they  see  cause, 
and  give  out  a  warrant  to  go  to  a  new  election  in  a  legal  way, 
either  in  part  or  in  whole ;  also  the  said  deputies  shall  have 
power  to  nne  any  that  shall  be  disorderly  at  their  meeting,  or 
for  not  coming  in  due  time  or  place,  according  to  appointment ; 
and  they  may  return  said  fine  mto  the  court,  if  it  oe  refused  to 
be  paid,  and  the  treasurer  to  take  notice  of  it,  and  to  estreat  or 
levy  the  same  as  he  doth  other  fines. 

X.  It  is  ordered,  sentenced,  and  decreed,  that  every  gene- 
ral court  (except  such  as,  through  neglect  of  the  governor  and 
the  greatest  part  of  the  magistrates,  the  freemen  memselves  do 
call,)  shall  consist  of  the  governor,  or  some  one  chosen  to 
gi^od^rate  the  court,  and  four  other  magistrs^tes  at  least,  with  ' 
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major  part  of  the  deputies  of  the  several  towns  legaAly  chosen  ; 
and  in  case  the  freemen,  or  the  major  part,  of  them,  through 
neglect  or  refusal  of  the  governor  and  major  part  of  the  magis* 
trates,  shall  call  a  court,  that  shall  consist  of  the  major  part  of 
the  Freemen  that  are  present,  or  their  deputies,  with  a  modera- 
tor chosen  by  them  ;  in  which  said  general  court  shall  consist 
the  Supreme  Power  of  the  Comkonwealtb,  and  they  only 
shall  have  power  to  make  laws  or  repeal  ihem^  to  grant  levies^ 
to  admit  freemen,  to  dispose  of  lands  undisposed  of  to  several 
towns  or  persons,  and  also  shall  have  power  to  call  other  courts^ 
or  magistrate,  or  any  other  person  whatsoever,  into  question 
for  any  misdemeanor ;  and  may  for  just  causes  displace  ordeal 
otherwise,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  offence ;  and  also  may 
deal  in  any  other  matter  that  concerns  the  good  of  this  com- 
monwealth, e^icept  election  of  magistrates,  which  shall  be  done 
'  by  the  whole  boay  of  freeman  ;  in  which  court  the  goicemor 
or  moderator  shall  have  power  to  order  the  court,  to  eive  liber- 
ty of  speech,  and  silence  unreasonable  and  disorderly  speak- 
ing, to  put  aU  things  to  vote,  and  in  case  the  vote  be  equal  to 
faav<)  a  casting  voice ;  but  none  of  these  courts  shall  be  ad- 
journed or  dbsolved  without  the  consent  of  the  major  part  of 
the  court. 

XL.  It  is  ordered,  sentenced, .  and  decreed,  that  when  any 
general  court,  upon  the  occasions  of  the  commonwealth,  have 
agreed  upon  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  to  be  levied  upon  the 
several,  towns  within  this  jurisdiction,  that  a  committee  be  cho- 
sen to  set  out  and  appoint  what  shall  be  the  proportion  of  eve* 
ry  town  to  pay,  of  the  said  levy,  provided  the  committee  b^ 
made  up  of  an  equal  number  out  of  each  town*  1 4th  January^ 
1638.* 

•       • 

NUMBER  IV. 

. 

Thefimdamental  thrticles^   or  original  constitution  oj  the  colow^ 

of  New'Haven^  June  Ath^  1639. 

THE  4th  day  of  the  4th  month,  called  June,  1639,  all  the 
free  planters  assembled  together  in  a  general  meeting;,  to  con- 
T  suit  about  settling  civil  government,  according  to  Gra,  and  the 

nomination  of  persons  that  might  be  found,  by  consent  of  alU 
fittest  in  all  respects  for  the  foundation  work  of  a  church,  which 
was  intended  to  be  gathered  in  Quinipiack*  After  solemn  in- 
vocation of  the  name  of  God,*  in  prayer  for  the  presence  and 
help  of  his  spirit  and  grace,  in  those  weighty  businesses,  they 
were  reminded  of  the  business  whereabout  they  met,  (viz.)  fov 
the  establishment  of  such  civil  order  as  might  be  ipost  ple^l^ 

f  This  as  wt  now  data  was  1631^, 
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ing  unto  God,  and  for  the  choosing  the  fittest  men  for  the 
Ibundation  work  of  a  church  to  be  gathered*  For  the  better 
enabling  them  to  discern  the  mind  of  God,  and  to  agree  ac- 
cordingly* concerning  the  establishment  of  civil  order,  Mr, 
John  Davenport*  propounded  divers  queries  to  them  publicly, 
prayipg  them  to  consider  seriously  in  the  presence  and  fear  of 
God,  the  weight  of  the. business  they  met  aboat,  and  not  to  be 
rash  or  slight  in  giving  their  votes  to  things  they  understood 
not ;  but  to  digci/t  fulTy  and  thoroughly  Timat  sbould  be  pro- 
pounded to  them,  and  without  respect  to  men,  as  they  should 
be  satisfied  and  persuaded  in  their  own  minds,  to  give  their  an- 
swers in  such  sort  as  they  would  be  wiHing  should  stand  upon 
record  for  posterity. 

•  This  being  earnestly  pressed  by  Mr.  Davenport,  Mr^  Ro- 
bert Newman  was  intreated  to  write,  in  characters,  and  tor 
read  distinctly  and  audibly,  in  the  hearing  of  all  the  people, 
what  was  propounded  and  accorded  on,  that  it  might  appear, 
that  ail  consented  to  matters  propounded,  according  to  words 
written  by  him. 

Query  1.  Whether  the  scriptures  do  hold  forth  a  perfect  rule 
for  the  direction  and  government  of  all  men  in  alt  duties  which 
they  are  to  perform  to  God  and  men,  as  well  in  families  and 
commonwealth,  as  in  matters  of  the  church  ?  This  was  assent- 
ed unto  by  all,  no  man  dissenting,  as  was  expressed  by  hold- 
ing up  of  the  hands.  Afterwards  it  was  read  over  to  them,  that 
they  might  see  in  what  words  their  vote  was  expressed.  They 
again  expressed  their  consent  by  holding  up  their  hands, 
no  man  aissenting. 

Qmry  If.  Whereas,  there  was  a  ct>venant  solemnly  made 
by  the  whole  assembly  of  free  planters  of  this  plantation,  the 
first  day  of  extraordinary  humiliation,  which  we  had  after  we 
came  together,  that  as  in  matters  that  eoncem  the  gathering 
and  ordering  of  a  church,  so  likewise  in  all  public  officers  which 
concern  civil  order,  as  choice  of  magistrates  and  officers,  mak- 
ing and  repealing  laws,  dividing  allotments  of  inheritance,  and 
all  things  of  like  nature,  we  would  all  of  us  be  ordered  by 
those  rules  which  the  scri{>ture  'holds  forth  to  us ;  tkis  cove^ 
nant  was  called  a  plantation  covenant,  to  distinguish  it  frooi  a 
churh  covenant,  which  could  not  at  that  time  be  made,  a 
church  not  being  then  gathered,  but  was  deferred  till  a  church 
might  be  gathered,  according  to  God  :  It  was  demanded 
whether  all  the  free  pIoDtcrs  do  hold  themselves  bound  by  that 
covenant,  in  all  businesses  of  that  nature  which  are  expressed 
in  the  covenant,  to  submit  themselves  to  be  ordered  by  the 
rules  held  forth  in  the  scripture  ? 

This  also  was  assented  unto  by  all,  and  no  man  gainsayed 
it:  and  they  did  testify  the  same  by  holding  up  their  hand 
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both  when  it  was  first  proppuDded,  and  confirmed  the  same  bjr 
holdiDg  up  their  hands  wnen  it  was  read  ivito  them  in  pablic* 
John  Clark  beiog  absent,  when  the  corenant  t^as  made,  doth 
DOW  manifest  his  consent  to  it.  Also,  Richard  Beach,  Aodrevr 
Liaw,  Goodman  Banister,  Arthur  Halbridge,  John  Potter,  R^ 
bert  Hill,  John  Brocket,  and  John  Johnson,  these  persons,  be- 
ing not  admitted  planters  when  the  covenant  was  ouMle,  do  now 
express  their  consent  to  it. 

Query  III.  Those  who  have  desired  to  be  received. as  firee 
planters,  and  are  settled  in  the  plantation,  with  a  purpose, 
resolutiotr  and  desire,  that  they  may  be  admitted  into  church 
fellowship,  according  to  Christ,  as.  soon  as  God  shall  fit  them 
thereunto,  were  desired  to  express  it  by  holding  up  hands.r 
Accordingly  all  did  express  this  to  be  their  desire  and  purpose 
by  holding  up  their  hands  twice,  (viz.)  at  the  proposal  of  it, 
and  after  when  these  written  words  were  read  unto  than. 

Qnitry  IV.  Ail  the  free  planters  were  called  upon  to  express, 
whether  they  held  themselves  bound  to  establish  such  civil  or- 
der as  might  best  conduce  to  the  securing  of  the  purity  and 
peace  of  the  ordinance  to  themselves  and  their  postentv  ac- 
cording to  God  ^  In  answer  hereunto  they  expressed  by  hold- 
ing up  their  hands  twice  as.  before,  that  they  held  themselves 
hound  to  establish  such  civil  order  as  might  best  conduce  to 
the  ends  aforesaid. 

Then  Mr.  Davenport  declared  unto  them,  by  the  scriptuie, 
what  kind  of  persons  might  best  be  trusted  with  matters  of  gov- 
ernment ;  ana  by  sundry  arguments  from  scripture  proved  that 
such  men  as  were  described  in  Exod.  xviii.  2,  Deut.  \.  13, 
with  Deut.  xvii.  15,  and  1  Cor.  vt.  1,6,  7,  ought  to  be  intrust- 
ed by  them,  seeing  they  were  free  to  cast  themselves  into  that 
mould  and  form  of  commonwealth  which  appeared  best  for 
them  in  reference  to  the  securing  the  peace  and  peaceable  im- 
provement  of  all  Christ  his  ordinances  in  the  church  according 
to  God,  whereunto  they  have  bound  themselves,  as  bath  been 
acknowledged. 

Having  thus  said  be  sat  down,  prating  the  conxpany  fircely  to 
consider,  whether  they  would  have  it  voted  at  this  time  or  not. 
After  some  space  of  silence,  Mr.  Theophilus  Eaton  answered, 
it  might  be  voted,  and  some  others  also  spake  to  the  same 
purpose,  none  at  all  opposing  it.  Then  it  was  propounded  to 
vote. 

Query  V.  Whether  firee  burgesses  shall  be  chosen  out  of 
the  church  members,  they  that  are  in  the  foundation  work  of 
the  church  being  actually  free  burgesses,  and  to  choose  to 
themselves  out  of  the  like  estate  of  church  fellowship,  and  the 
power  of  choosing  magistrates  and  officers  from  among  them- 
selves, and  the  power  of  making  and  repealing  laws,  ac« 
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cording  to  the  word,  and  the  dividing  of  ipheritances,  and  de- 
ciding of  diOerences  that  may  arise,  and  all  the  businesses  of 
like  nature  are  to  be  transacted  by  those  free  burgesses  ?  This 
was  put  to  vote  and  agreed  unto  by  lifting  up  oi  hands  twice^ 
as  in  the  former  it  was  done.  Then  one  man  stood  up  and  ex- 
pressed his  dissenting  from  the  rest  in  part ;  yet  granting,  !• 
That  magistrates  should  be  men  fearine  God.  2.  That  the 
church  is  the  company  where,  ordinarily,  such  men  may  be 
expected.  3.  That  they  that  choose  them  ought  to  be  men 
fearing  God :  only  at  this  he  stuck,  that  free  planters  ought  not 
to  give  this  power  out  of  their  hands.  Another  stood  up  and 
answered,  that  nothing  was  done,  but  with  their  consent. 
The  former  answei^d,  that  all  the  free  planters  ought  to  re- 
sume this  power  into  their  own  hands  again,  if  things  were  not 
orderly  carried.  Mr.  Theophilus  Eaton  answered,  that  in  all 
places  they  choose  committees  in  like  manner.  The  compa« 
nies  in  London  choose  the  liveries  by  whom  the  public  magis- 
trates  are  chosen.  In  this  the  rest  are  not  wronged,  because 
they  expect,  in  time,  to  be  of  the  livery  themselves,  and  to 
have  the  same  power.  Some  others' intreated  the  former  to 
give  his  arguments  and  reasons  whereupon  he  dissented.  He 
refused  to  do  it,  and  said,  they  might  not  rationally  demand  it, 
seeing  he  let  the  vote  pass  on  freely  and  did  not  speak  till  after 
it  was  past,  because  he  would  not  hinder  what  they  agreed 
upon.  Then  Mr.  Davenport,  after  a  short  relation  of  some 
former  passages  between  them  two  about  this  question,  prayed 
the  company  that  nothing  might  be  concluded  by  them  on  thi^ 
weighty  question,  but  what  themselves  were  persuaded  to  be 
agreeing  with  the  mind  of  God,  and  they  haa  heard  what  had 
been  said  since  the  voting ;  he  intreated  them  again  to  con- 
sider of  it,  and  put  it  again  to  vote  as  before.  Again  all  of 
them,  by  holding  up  their  hands,  did  show  their  consent  as  be- 
fore* And  some  of  them  confessed  that,  whereas  they  did  wa- 
ver before  they  came  to  the  assembly,  they  were  now  fully 
convinced,  that  it  is  the  mind  of  God.  One  of  them  said  that 
in  the  morning  before  he  came,  reading  Deut.  xvii.  15,  he  was 
convinced  at  home.  Another  said,  that  he  came  doubting  to 
the  assembly,  but  he  blessed  God,  by  what  had  been  said,  he 
was  now  fully  satisfied,  that  the  choice  of  burgesses  out  of 
church  members,  and  to  instruct  those  with  the  power  before 
•spoken  of,  is  according  to  the  mind  of  God  revealed  in  the  scrip- 
tures. All  having  spoken  their  apprehensions,  it  was  agreed 
upon,  and  Mr.  Robert  Newman  was  desired  to  write  it  as  aa 
order  whereunto  every  one  that  hereafter  should  be  admitted 
here  as  planters,  should  submit,  and  testify  the  same  by  sub- 
scribing theirnamcs  to  the  order:  Namely,  that  church  mem- 
bers only  shall  be  free  burgesses,  and  that  they  only  shall 
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choose  magistrates^nd  officers  among  themselves,  to  have 
power  of  transacting  all  the  public  civil  aflairs  of  this  plaatationf 
of  making  and  ^epming  laws,  dividing  of  inheritances,  decid- 
ing of  dinerencti  that  may  arise,  and  doing  aU  things  and  bu- 
sinesses  of  like  nature^ 

This  being  thus  settled,  as  a  fundamental  agreement  con* 
ceming  civil  government,  Mr.  Davenport  proceeded  to  pro- 
pound something  to  consideration  about  the  gathering  of  a 
church,  and  to  prevent  the  blemishine  of  the  nraft  beginnings 
of  the  church  work,  Mr.  Davenport  advised,  that  the  names  of 
such  as  were  to  be  admitted  might  be  publicly  propounded,  to 
the  end  that  they  who  were  most  approved  might  be  chosen ; 
for  the  town  being  cast  into  several  private  meetings,  wherein 
they  that  lived  nearest  together  gave  their  accounts  one  to  an^ 
other  of  God's  gracious  work  upon  them,  and  prayed  together 
and  conferred  to  their  mutual  edification,  sunury  of  them  had 
knowledge  one  of  another  ^  and  in  every  meeting  some  one  was 
more  approved  of  all  than  any  other;  for  this  reason,  and  to 
prevent  scandals,  the  whole  company  was  intreated  to  consider 
whom  they  found  fittest  to  nominate  for  this  work* 

Quertf  VL  Whether  are  you  all  willing  and  do  agree  in  this, 
that  twelve  men  be  chosen,  that  their  fitness  for  the  foundation 
work  may  be  tried ;  however,  there  may  be  more  named,  yet  it 
mav  be  in  their  power  who  are  chosen,  to  reduce  them  to  twelve, 
and  that  it  be  in  the  power  of  those  twelve  to  choose  out  of 
themselves  seven,  that  shall  be  most  approved  of  by  the  major 
part,  to  begin  the  church  ? 

This  was  agreed  upon  by  consent  of  all,  t^  was  expressed 
by  holding  up  of  hands,  and  that  so  many  as  should  be  thought 
fit  for  the  foundation  work  of  the  church,  shall  be  propounded 
by  the  plantation,  and  written  down  and  pass  without  excep- 
tion, unless  they  bad  given  public  scandal  or  oflence.  Yet  so 
as  incase  of  public  scandal  or  ofience,  every  one  should  have 
liberty  to  propound  their  exception,  at  that  time,  publicly 
against  any  man,  that  should  Denominated,  when, all  their 
names  should  be  writ  down.  But  if  the  offence  were  private, 
that  men's  names  might  be  tendered,  so  many  as  were  offend- 
ed were  intreated  to  deal  with  the  ofl^ndcr  privately,  and  if  he 
gave  not  satisfection,  to  bring  the  matter  to  the  twelve,  thai 
they  might  consider  of  it  impartially  and  in  the  fear  of  Go(L 
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NUMBER  V. 

'Fht  first  agreement  with  George  FenwkkiEsq.  1644. 

Articles  of  agreement  made  and  conciuded  betwixt  George 
Fenwick,  Esq.  of  Saybrook  fort,  on  the  one  part,  and  Eia- 
ward  Hopkins,  John  Haynes,  John  Mason,  John  Steele,  and 
James  Boosy,  for  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
Connecticut  river,  on  the  other  part,  the  5th  of  Decembefy 
1644. 

THE  said  George  Fenwick,  Esq«  doth,  by  these  presents, 
convey  and  make  over  to  the  use  and  for  the  behoof  of  the  ju- 
risdiction of  Connecticut  river  aforesaid,  the  fort  at  Saybrook, 
with  the  appurtenances  hereafter  mentioned)  to  be  enioyed  by 
them  forever.  Two  demicuivering  cast  pieces,  with  all  the 
shot  thereunto  appertaining,  except  fifty,  which  are  reserved 
for  his  own  use ;  two  long  saker  cast  pieces,  with  all  the  shot 
thereunto  belonging ;  one  murderer,  with  two  chambers  and 
two  hammered  nieces ;  two  barrels  of  gun  powder,  fo^y  mus- 
kets, with  bandoleers  and  rests,  as  also  four  carabines,  swords, 
and  such  irons  as  are  there  for  a  draw  bridge ;  one  sow  of  lead, 
and  irons  for  the  carriages  of  ordnance,  and  all  the  housing 
within  the  palisado. 

It  is  also  provided  and  agreed,  betwixt  the  said  parties,  that 
all  the  land  upon  the  river  of  Connecticut  shall  belong  to  the 
said  jurisdiction  of  Connecticut,  and  such  lands  as  arc  yet  un- 
disposed of  shall  be  ordered  and  given  out  by  a  committee  of 
five,  whereof  George  Fenwick,  Esq.  aforesaid  is  always  to  be 
one. 

It  is  further  provided  and  agreed,  that  the  town  of  Saybrook 
shall  be  carriea  on  according  to  such  agreements,  and  in  that 
way  which  is  already  followed  there,  and  attended  betwixt  Mr* 
Fenwick  and  the  inhabitants  there. 

It  is  also  provided  and  agreed,  betwixt  the  said  parties,  that 
George  Fenwick,  Esq*  sbalT  have  liberty  to  dwell  m,  or  make 
use  of,  any  or  all  the  housing  belonging  to  the  said  fort,  for 
the  space  of  ten  years ;  he  keeping  those  which  he  makes  use 
of  in  suflScient  repair,  (extraordinary  casualties  excepted ;) 
and  in  case  he  remove  his  dwelling  to  any  other  place,  that  he 
should  give  half  a  year's  warning  thereof,  that  provision  may 
be  made  accordingly;  only  it  is  agreed,  that  there  shall  be 
some  convenient  part  of  the  housing  reserved  for  a  gunner, 
and  his  family  to  live  in,  if  the  jurisdiction  see  fit  to  settle  one 
there« 

It  is  further  provided  and  agreed,  betwixt  the  said  parties, 
|hat  George  Fenwick,  Esq.  shall  enjoy  to  his  own  proper  use. 
Ib^s^  parucalars  following : 
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1st.  The  house  near  adjoining  to  the  wharf,  wilh  the  wharf 
and  an  acre  of  ground  thereunto  belonging ;  provided,  that  the 
said  acre  of  eround  ta((e  not  up  above  eight  rods  in  breadth  by 
the  water  side. 

2d.  The  point  of  land,  and  the  marsh  lying  under  the  bara 
already  built  by  the  said  George  FenwicK. 

3d.  The  islaiul  commonly  called  six  mile  island,  with  the 
ineadow  thereunto  adjoining,  on  the  east  side  the  river. 

'  4th.  The  ground  adjoining  to  the  town  field,  which  is  alrea- 
dy taken  off  and  inclosed  with  three  rails,  by  the  said  George 
iPenwick;  only  there  is  liberty  granted  to  the  said  jurisdic- 
tion, if  they  see  fit,  to  build  a  fort  upon  the  western  point, 
wbereunto  there  shall  be  allowed  an  acre  of  ground  for  a  house 
lot. 

5th.  It  is  also  provided  and  agreed,  that  the  said  George 
Fenwic^,  Esq.  shall  have  free  warren  in  his  own  land,  and 
liberty  for  a  floater  for  his  own  occasions ;  as  also  the  like 
liberty  is  reserved  for  any  others  of  the  adventurer^,  that  may 
come  unt6  these  parts,  with  a  double  house  lot  in  such  plac^ 
where  they  j;)riake  choice  to  setde  their  abode. 

All  the  foremcntioned  grants  (except  before  excepted)  the 
said  George  Fenwick,  Esq.  doth  engage  himself  to  make  good 
to  the  jurisdiction  aforesaid,  against  all  claims  that  may  he 
made,  by  any  other  to  the  premises  by  reason  of  any  disburse* 
inents  made  upon  the  place. 

The  said  George  Fenwick  doth  also  promise,  that  all  the 
lands  from  Narraganset  river  to  the  fort  of  Saybrook,  mention- 
c!d  in  a  patent  granted  by  the  earl  of  Warwick  to  certain  nor 
bles  Qnd  gentlemen,  shall  fall  in  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Con- 
Becticqt,  if  it  come  into  his  power.  For,  and  in  regard  of  the 
premises,  and  other  good  considerations,  the  said  Edward 
Hopkins,  John  Haynes,  John  Mason,  John  Steele,  and  James 
Boosy,  authorized  thereunto,  by  the  general  court  for  the  ju- 
risdiction of  Connecticut,  do,  in  behalf  of  the  said  jurisdiction, 
promise  and  agree,  to  and  with  the  said  George  Fenwick, 
j^squire,  that  for  and  during  the  space  of  ten  full  and  complete 
years,  to  begin  from  the  first  of  March  next  ensuing  the  date 
of  these  presents,  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  tq  the  said 
(George  Fenwick,  or  his  assigns,  the  particular  sums  hereafter 
following. 

1st.'  Each  bushel  of  corn,  of  all  sorts,  or  meal,  that  shall  pass 
C>ut  of  the  river's  mouth,  shall  pay  two  pence  p^r  bushel. 

2d.  Every  hundred  of  biscuit  that  shall  in  like  manner  pass 
put  of  the  river's  mouth,  shall  pay  six  pence. 

3d.  Each  milk  cow,  and  mare,  of  three  years  or  upwards, 
within  any  of  the  towns  or  farms  upon  the  river,  shall  pay 
twelve  pence  per  annum  during  the  foresaid  term. 
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4th.  Each  liog  or  sow,  that  is  killed  hv  any  particular  per- 
son, within  the  Utnits  of  (he  river,  and  the  jurisdiction  afore- 
said, to  be  improved  either  for  his  onn  particular  use,  or  to 
juake  market  of,  (hall  is  like  manoer  pay  twelve  pence  per 
aonum. 

5th.  Each  hogshead  of  beaver,  traded  out  of  this  jurisdic- 
tion, and  passed  by  water  down  the  river,  shall  pay  twenty 
shillingB. 

Gih.  Each  pound  of  beaver,  traded  within  the  limits  of  the 
river,  shall  pay  two  pence.  Only  it  is  provided,  that  in  case 
the  general  trade  with  the  Indians,  now  in  agitation,  proceed, 
this  tax  upon  beaver,  mentioned  in  this,  and  the  foregoing  arr 
tides,  shall  fall. 

7lh.  The  said  commiuee,  by  the  power  aforesaid,  consent 
and  agree,  to  and  with  the  said  George  F«nwick,  Esq.  that  he, 
the  said  George  Fenwick,  and  bis  heirs,  shall  be  free  of  any 
impositions  or  customs,  that  may  hereafter,  by  the  jurisdictiou, 
be  imposed  at  the  fort. 

It  is  aereed  that  the  aforesaid  parmenls  shall  be  made  in 
manner  following :  What  shall  be  due  from  the  grain  that  is 
exported,  shall  be  paid  in  grain,  according  to  the  proportion 
of  the  several  kinds  of  grain  that  do  pats  away,  at  the  common 
current  price ;  neither  atlendiug  such  prices  on  the  one  hand,  that 
the  court  may  set;  nor  yet  on  the  other  hand, such  as  com  may  be 
Bold  at,  through  die  necessities  of  men :  And  in  case  of  any 
difference,  then  the  price  shall  be  set  by  two  good  men,  the  one 
chosen  by  Mr.  Fenwick,  and  the  other  by  the  court.  What 
shall  be  due  otherwise,  shall  be  paid  in  beaver,  wampnm,  bar* 
ley,  wheator  pease  ;  ihefonnerconsideration  for. the  price,  to 
be  herein  also  attended.  And  it  is  provided  and  agreed,  that 
a  strict  order  and  course  shall  be  taken  in  observing  what 
grain  is  put  aboard  any  vessel  that  goeth  down  the  river,  from 
any  of  toe  -towns  :  .and  due  notice  being  taken  thereof,  every 
boat  or  vessel  shall  be  enjoined  to  take  a  note  of  some  person 
deputed  by  the  court  in  each  town,  what  quantities  and  kinds 
of  grain  are  aboard  the  said  vessel;  and  to  deliver  to  Mr. 
Fenwick,  en-  his  assigns,  at  Saybrodt,  so  much  as  will  be  due 
to  him  according  to  the  forementioned  agreements.  And  like- 
wise, for  the  other  payments,  doe  care  shall  be  taken,  that  they 
be  made  at  the  place  aforesaid,  in  as  convenient  a  way  as  may 
comfortably  be  attended,  and  that  all  indirect  courses  be  pre- 
vented, whereby  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  these  agree- 
ments mav  be  evaded.  In  witness  whereof  the  parties  before 
mentioned  have  hereunto  put  their  hands,  the  day  and  yeat 
abovesaid.  Edward  Hopkins,  John  Havn: 

John  Mason,  Jomk  Steei 

GaoROE  Fenwicx.  .  Jamxb  Boo) 
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NUMBER  VI. 


jJThe  second  agreement  nith  George  Fenwickj  Esquirey  Februarif 

mhj  1*646. 

IT  was  agreed  betwixt  Edward  Hopkins,  on  the  behalf  of 
George  Fenwick,  Esq.  and  John  Culiick,  John  Talcott,  John 
Porter,  and  Henry  Cfark,  James  Baosy,  and  Samuel  Smithy  on 
the  behalf  of  the  jorisdiction  of  Connecticut,  Uiat  the  agree- 
ment formerly  made  with  Mr.  Fenwick,  shall  be  afterwards, 
and  what  was  to  be  received  by  him  according  to  that,  reduc- 
ed to  the  terms  hereafter  expressed:— viz.— There  shall  year- 
ly, for  ien  years,  be  paid  to  Mr.  Fenwick,  or  his  assigns^^ne 
hundred  and  eighty  pounds  per  annum,  to  be  paid  every  year 
before  the  last  of  June,  as  it  shall  be  required  bv  the  assigns 
of  the  said  George  Fenwick,  either  to  such  vessels  as  shall  be 
appointed,  or  to  such  house  or  houses,  in  Weathersfield  or 
Hartford,  as  he  shall  direct  and  order.  To  be  paid  one  third 
in  good  wheat,  at  4s.  per  bushel ;  one  third  in  pease,  at  3s.  per 
bushel ;  one  thipd  in  rye  or  barley,  a(  Ss.  per  bushel :  And  if 
rye  or  barley  be  not  paid,  then  to  pay  it  in  wheat  and  pease, 
in  an  equal  proportion ;  and  this  present  year  some  Indian  com 
«hftll  be  accepted ;  but  as  little  as  may  be.  Also,  there  is  to 
be  received  by  the  said  George  Fenwick  what  is  due  from 
Springfield,  for  the  aforesaid  term  of  ten  years.  As  also,  what 
else  may  be  due  upon  the  beaver  trade,  according  to  the  for^ 
•mer  agreement  with  him.  Also,  whereas  the  town  of  Saybrook 
is  to  pay  in  this  sum  of  18(H.  for  this  year,  lOK  when  that  towa 
increaseth,  so  as  they  pay  a  greater  proportion,  in  other  rates, 
ID  reference  to  what  these  towns,  Windsor,  Hartford,  fVeath- 
ersfield,  and  Farmington  do  pay,  they  shall  increase  their  pay 
to  Mr.  Fenwick  accordingly.  Also,  whereas  Mattabeseck 
may  hereafter  be  planted,  tney  shall  pay  unto  Mr.  Fenwick  ia 
the  same  proportion  they  pay  other  rates  to  these  towns. 
These  four  towns  being  accounted  at  one  hundred  and  seventy 
pounds.^  Edward  Hopkins, 

John  Cullick, 
John  Talcott. 

f  Records  of  the  colony  of  CoBnecticut,  folio  vol.  ii.  p.  63, 
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NUMBER  VII. 

Petition  to  his  majesty j  King  Charles  IL  166 1, /or  charter  priti' 

leges  • 

The  humble  petition  of  (he  General  Court,  at  Hartford  upon 
Connecticut,  in  New-England,  to  the  high  and  mighty  Prince 
Charles  the  second,  humbhr  shewing: —  * 

THAT  whereas  your  petitioners  have  not  had,  for  many 
years  past,  since  their  possession  and  inhabiting  these  western 
and  inland  parts  of  this  wilderness,  any  opportunity,  by  reason 
of  the  calamities  of  the  late  sad  times,  to  seek  for,  and  obtain 
such  grants,  by  lettoi's  patent  from  your  excellent  majesty^ 
their  sovereign  lord  and  king,  as  might  assure  them  of  such 
liberties  and  privileges,  and  sufficient  powers^  as  might  en-* 
courage  them  to  go  on  through  all  difficulties,  hazards,  and  ex- 
penses, in  so  great  a  work  of  plantation,  in  a  place  so  remote 
from  the  christian  world,  and  a  desert  so  difficultly  subdued, 
and  no  way  improveabte  for  subsistence,  but  by  great  cost  and 
hard  labour,  with  much  patience  and  cares. 

And  whereas,  besides  the  great  charge  that  batb  been  ex* 
pended  by  our  fathers,  and  some  of  their  associates  yet  survi- 
ving, about  the  purchases,  building,  fortifying,  and  other  mat- 
ters, of  cuiturine  and  improving  to  a  condition  of  safety  and 
subsistence,  in  tne  places  of  our  present  abode,  among'  the 
heathen,  whereby  there  is  a  considerable  and  real  addition  to 
the  honour  and  enlargement  of  his  majesty\<  dominion,  by  the 
sole  disbursi^ments  of  his  majesty's  subjects  here;  of  their  own 
proper  estates,  they  have  laid  out  a  very  great  sum  for  the 
purchasing  a  jurisdiction  right  of  Mr.  George  Fenwick,  which 
they  were  siven  to  understand  was  derived  from  true  royal  au^ 
thority,  by  letters  patent,  to  certain  lords  and  gentlemen  there- 
in nominated,  a  copy  whereof  was  produced  before  the  com- 
missioners of  the  colonies,  and  approved  by  them,  as  appears 
by  their  records,  a  copy  whereof  is  ready  to  be  presented  at 
your  majesty's  command,  though,  either  by  fire  at  a  house 
whore  it  had  been  sometimes  kept,  or  some  other  accident,  is 
now  lost ;  with  which  your  poor  subjects  were  rather  willing 
to  have  contented  themselves,  in  those  afflicting  times,  than  to 
seek  for  power  or  privileges  from  any  other  than  their  lawful 
prince  and  sovereign. 

May  it,  therefore,  please  your  most  gracious  and  excellent 
majesty,  to  confer  upon  your  humble  petitioners,  who  unani- 
mously do  implore  your  highnesses  favour  and  grace  therein, 
those  liberties,  rights,  authorities,  and  pfivilegts,  which  were 
granted  by  the  aforementioned  letters  patent,  to  certain  lords 
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and  gentlemen,  so  purchased  as  aforesaid,  or  which  were  en- 
joyed from  those  letters  patent,  granted  to  the  Massachusetts 
plantation,  by  our  fathers,  and  some  of  us  yet  survivinc,  when 
there,  in  our  beginning  inhabiting;  and  upon  which  those 
large  encouragements,  liberties,  and  privileges,  so  great  a 
transplantation  from  our  dear  England  was  undertaken,  and 
supposed  to  be  yet  our  inheritance,  till  the  running  of  that  west- 
ern line,  the  bounded  limits  of  those  letters  patent,  did,  since 
eur  removal  thence,  determine  our  lot  to  be  fallen  without  the 
limits  of  that  so  bounded  authority* 

May  it  please  your  majesty  graciously  to  bestow  upon  your 
humble  supplicants  such  royal  munificence,  according  to  the 
tenor  of  a  draft  or  instrument,  which  is  ready  here  to  be  teii« 
dered,  at  your  gracious  order. 

And  whereas,  besides  those  many  other  great  disbursements 
as  aforesaid,  in  prosecution  of  this  wilderness  work,  your  poor 
petitioners  were  forced  to  maintain  a  war  against  one  nation 
of  the  heathens,  that  did  much  interrupt  the  beginnings  of  your 
scrirtnts,  by  many  bloody  and  hostile  acts,  whereby  divers  of 
our  dear  countrymen  were  treacherously  destroyed,  and  have^ 
also,  been  ever  since,  and  are  still,  at  much  charge  in  keeping 
such  a  correspondence  of  peace  and  amity  with  the  divers 
sorts  of  the  heathen  nations,  that  are  round  about  yourplanta* 
tions,  thus  far  extended  into  the  bowels  of  the  country,  besides 
the.  maintenance  of  all  public  charges  for  church  and  civil  af« 
fairs,  which  are  very  great  in  respect  of  our  great  poverty. 

May  it  please  your  most  excellent  majesty,  out  of  your 
princely  bounty,  to  grant  such  an  immunity  from  customs,  as 
may  encourage  the  merchants  to  supply  our  necessities  in  such 
commodities  as  may  be  wanting  here,  for  which  we  have  nei- 
ther silver  nor  gold  to  pay ;  but  the  supply  in  that  kind  may 
enable,  in  due  time,  to  search  the  bowels  of  the  earth  for  some 
good  minerals,  whereof  there  seems  to  be  fair  probabilities^ 
or  produce  some  such  other  staple  commodities,  as  may,  in 
future  tim«,  appear  to  be  good  efiects  of  your  majesty's  good- 
ness and  bounty.  .  If  your  poor  colony  may  find  this  gracious 
acceptance  with  your  majesty,  as  to  grant  their  humble  desire, 
whereby  they  may  be  encouraged  to  go  on  cheerfully  and 
strenuously  m  their  plantation  business,  in  hope  of  a  com- 
fortable settlement  for  themselves  and  their  posterity,  th^t  un- 
der your  royal  protection  they  may  prosper  in  this  desert ;  they 
shall,  as  is  their  acknowledged  duty,  ever  pray  for  your  great 
tranquillity  and  perpetual  happiness;  and  humbly  craving 
leave,  they  subscribe  themselves  your  majesty's  loyal  subjects 
and  servants,  the  general  court  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut, 
in  New-Englattd,  {>er  their  oixlcr  signed.* 

Jan.  7th,  l^}/,  Daniel  Clauk^  Soc'ry. 

*  Old  BdMfratenU,  Letten,  &c.  p.  12— 14t 
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NUMBER  Vni. 

The  letter  of  ConnecticiU  to  Lord  Say  and  Seal^  Jmie  7,  1661. 

Right  Honorable, 
THE  former  encouragements  that  our  fathers^  and  sonie  of 
their  yet  surviving  associates,  received  from  your  honor  to- 
transplant  themselves  and  families  into  these  inland  parts  of  this 
vast  wilderness,  where  (as  we  have  been  given  to  understand) 
your  honor  was,  and  as  we  conceive  and  hope  are  still  inter- 
ested, by  virtue  of  patent  power  and  authority,  doth  not  only 
persuade  us,  but  assure  us  of  your  patronage  and  favor,  ia 
that  which  may  come  within  your  power,  wherein  otir  comfq^. 
and  settlement,  and  the  well  being  of  our  posterity  and  tflpi 
whole  colony,  both   in  civil  and  ecclesiastical  poifey,  is  so 
deeply  concerned :  Honorable  Sir,  not  long  after  that  some 
persons  of  note  amongst  us,  and  welt  known  to  yourself,  whos6 
names  in  that  respect  we  forbear  to  write,  had  settled  upgiitbis 
river  of  Connecticut,  and  some  plantations  up  the  river  were 
possessed,  and  in  some  measure  improved,  Mr.  Georse  Fen- 
wick  took  possession  of  Saybrook  fort,  there  residing  for  cer- 
tain or  several  years  ;  At  length  he  was  moved,  for  ends  beait 
known  to  himself,  to  return  to  Eneland,  and  thereupon  pro* 

Eounded  by  himself,  our  agent,  the  sale  of  the  fort,  with  the 
ousing  there,  and  several  appurtenances,  together  with  aU 
the  lands  on  the  river,  and  so  to  the  Narraganset  Bay,  with  ju« 
risdiction  power  to  this  colony,  which  was  exceedingly  oppo8« 
ed  by  several  amongst  us,  whom  some  of  us  have  heard  to  af- 
firm that  such  a  thing  would  be  very  distasteful  to  your  honor, 
with  the  rest  of  the  noble  patentees,  who  had  very  bountiful 
intentions  to  this  colony ;  nevertheless,  tliough  there  was  a 
stop  for  the  present,  yet  in  some  short  time  (God  removing 
some  from  us  by  death,  that  were  interested  in  the  hearts  ana  . 
affections  of  several  of  those  nobles  and  gentlemen  the  pateiH 
tees  in  England)  the  business  of  purchase  was  revived  bv  Mr*  , 
Fenwick,  and  expressions  to  this  purpose  given  out  by  bim,  or 
his  agents,  or  both ;  that  he  had  power  to  dispose  of  the  prem<- 
ises,  the  rest  of  the  patentees  deserting,  it  fell  into  his  hands 
by  agreement,  and  in  case  the  towns  on  the  river  refused  to 
comply  with  such  terms  as  he  proposed  for  the  purchasing  of 
the  said  fort,  &c«  it  was  frequently  reported  that  he  purposed 
cither  to  impose  customs  on  the  river  or  make  sale  thereof  to 
the  Dutch  our  noxious  neighbours  ;  at  last,  for  our  peace,  and 
settlement,  and  security,  (as  wc  hoped)  we  made,  by  eurcom- 
naitlee,  an  agreement  with  the  said  Mr.  Fenwick,  a  copy  where- 
of is  ready  to  be  presented  unto  your  bonglt'wtnch  co^  this  riv- 

P3  *^^^v     "^ 


Jb 


t    « 


.-s. 


>• 


514  APPENDIX. 

cr  one  thousand  six  hundred  pounds,  or  ihercabouts,  wherefr> 
your  honor  may  see  the  great  abuse  that  \vc  received  at  Mr. 
Fenwick's  hands,  he  receiving  a  vast  sum  from  a  poor  people, 
and  we  scarcely  at  all  advantaged  thereby,  nay,  we  juage  oar 
Condition  worse  tji^n  if  we  had  contented  oui-selves  with  the 
patronage  of  the  grand  patentees,  for  we  have  not  so  much  as 
a  copy  of  a  patent  to  secure  our  standing  as  a  commonwealth, 
nor  to  ensure  us  of  the  continuance  of  our  rights  and  privileges 
and  immunities  which  we  thou^it  the  jurisdiction  power  and 
authority,  which  Mr*  Fenwick  had  engaged  to  us,  and  we  paid 
for  at  a  dear  rate,  nor  any  thing  tinder  his  hand  to  engage  him 
and  his  heirs,  to  the  performance  of  that  which  was  aimed  at 
and  intended  in  our  purchase  :  the  lands  up  the  river,  for  a 
4ong  tract,  the  Massachusetts  colony  doth  challenge,  and  have 
run  the  line,  which,  as  they  say,  falls  into  one  of  our  towns  ; 
on  the  other  side  towards  Narraganset,  we  know  not  how  to 
claim,  being  destitute  of  patent  and  a  copy  to  decide  the  bounds. 
Be  pleased,  noble  sir,  to  consider  our  condition,  who  have  ta- 
ken upon  us  this  boldness  to  address  to  his  majesty,  our  sove- 
reign lord,  and  to  petition  his  grace  and  fevor  towards  us,  in 
.  granting  us  the  continuance  of  bis  protection  ami  the  continu- 
ance of  those  privileges  and  iimminities,  that  we  have  hitherto 
enjoyed  in  this  remote  western  part  of  the  worH  ;  and  like- 
wise for  a  patent  whereby  we  may  be  encouraged  and  strength- 
ened in  our  proceedings.  Right  honorable,  our  humble  re^ 
quest  to  yourself  is,  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  counte- 
nance our  enterprise,  and  so  far  to  favor  us  as  lo  counsel  and 
advise  our  agent,  who  is  to  represent  this  poor  colony  and  to 
act  in  our  behalf,  John  Winthrop,  Esq.  our  honored  governor, 
whom  we  have  commissioned  and  also  directed  td  await  your 
honor's  pleasure  for  advice  and  counsel,  both  respecting  our 
petition  to  the  king's  majesty,  as  also  res^pecting  the  case  fore- 
mentioned,  that  if  there  be  any  relief  for  us,  we  may  not  lose 
such  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  and  be  exposed  to  further 
Expense  for  the  obtaining  a  patent.  If  we  may  find  this  favor 
with  your  honor  to  affoitl  your  advice  and  counsel,  and  help- 
Ihlness  to  bring  to  pass  ourdesires,  we  shall  still  acknowledge 
your  enlarged  bounty  and  favorable  respect  to  us  and  ours, 
and  ever  pray  an  inundation  of  mercies  may  flow  in  upon  your 
•  lordship  from  the  author  and  fountain  of  blessing.  With 
.  all  due  respects,  we  subscribe,  sir,  your  lordship's  humble  ser- 
vants, the  general  assembly  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut.  Per 
thcilPprder  signed, 

Per  Daniel  Clark,  Secretary.* 

-     iPM)ld  book  of  letters,  &c.  p.  0—1 ! . 
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Zititer  of  Lord  Say  and  Seal  to  Governor  JVmthrop,  December 

nth,  1661. 

I 

Mr.  Winthrop, 
I  RECEIVED  your  leUer,  by  Mr.  Richafds,  and  I  would 
have  been  glad  to  have  had  an  opportunity  of  being  at  Lon- 
don myself  to  have  done  you  and  my  good  friends,  in  New- 
England,  the  best  service  I  could  ^  but  my  weakness  h^jh^been 
such,  and  my  old  disease  of  the  gout  falling  upon  me,  I  did 
desire  leave  not  to  come  up  this  winter,  but  I  hdve  wrote  to 
the  Earl  of  Manchester,  lord  chamberlain  of  his  majesty's 
household,  to  give  you.  the  best  assistance  he  may ;  and  in« 
deed  he  is  a  noble  and  worthy  lord,  stnd  one  that  loves  ihose 
that  are  godly.  And  he  and  I  didjoin  together,  thai  our  godly 
friends  of  New-England  might  enjoy  their  just  rights  and  liber- 
ties ;  and  this  colonel  Crowne,  who,  I  hear,  is  still  in  London, 
can  fully  inform  you.  Concerning  that  of  Connecticut,  I  am 
Aot  able  to  remember  all  the  particulars ;  but  1  have  written 
to  my  lord  chamberlain,  that  when  you  shall  attend  him, 
(which  I  think  will  be  best  for  you  to  do,  and  therefore  I  have 
inclosed  a  letter  to  him,  in  3rours)  that  you  may  deliver  it,  and 
I  have  desired  him  to  acquaint  you  where  you  may  speak  with 
Mr.  Jcsup,  who,  when  we  had  the  patent,  was  our  clerk,  and 
he  I  believe,  is  able  to  inform  you  best  about  it,  and  f  have 
desired  my  lord  to  wish  him  so  to  do.  I  do  think  he  is  now  io 
I^ondon.     My  love  remembered  unto  you,  I  shall  remain, 

Your  ver^r  loving  mend, 

W*  Sat  and  Seal^ 

NUMBER  X. 

Letter  of  KtW'Haven  to  Connecticut^  Kovemhtr  5th.  1669*     ^. 

Honored  Gent.  ■-  - 

WE  have  heard  both  the  patent  aad  that  writing  read,  whivJik 
those  gentlemen  (who  said  they  were  sent  from  your  general 
assembly)  left  with  our  committee,  and  have  considered  the 
contents  according  to  our  capacities.  By  the  one  we  take  no- 
tice of  their  declared  sense  of  the  patent,  and  also  of  your  de- 
sire of  our  uniting  with  yourselves  upon  that  account ;  by  the 
other,  we  understand,  that  his  majesty  hath  been  gra^uslj 
pleased  (at  your  earnest  petition)  to  grant  Jiberty  to  the  colo^ 
ny  of  Connecticut,  to  acquire,  have,  possess,  purchatCt  ^« 
whatever  lands,  &c.  you  have  gained  or  shall  gain  by  bw^' 
means,  withip  the  precincts  or  lines  therein  mcntiif|Kl;  ^"^ 
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alsr^  of  his  abundant  grace,  to  allow  and  establish  you  to  b^ 
one  boly  politic  for  managing  all  your  public  affairs  and  gov« 
eroment,  in  a  religious  and  peaceable  manner,  to  the  intents 
pnd  purposes  by  his  majesty,  and  the  adventurers  therein  pro« 
fessed,  over  all  persons,  matters,  and  things,  so  gained  by  pur* 
chase  orconc[uest,  at  your  own  proper  costs  and  charges,  ac- 
cording as  yourselves  informed  you  had  already  done.    Now 
whatever  is  so  yours,  we  have  neither  purpose  nor  desire  to 
oppose,  hurt,  or  hinder  in  the  least ;  but  what  ourselves  (by 
like  lawful  means)  have  attained,  as  to  inheritances,  or  juris- 
diction^  as  a  distinct  colony,  upon  our  most  solemn  and  reli- 
gious covenants,  so  well  known  to  his  majesty,  and  to  all,  we 
mqst  say,  that  we  do  not  find  in  the  patent  any  command  given 
to  you,  nor  prohibition  to  us,  to  dissolve  covenants,  or  alter 
the  orderly  settlements  of  New-England,  nor  any  sufficient  rea* 
pon,  why  we  may  not  so  remain  to  be  as  formerly;  also  your 
beginning  to  procure,  and  proceeding  to  improve  the  patent 
without  us,  doth  confinp  this  belief;  but  rather  it  seems  that  a 
way  is  left  open  to  us  to  petition  for  the  like  favor,  and  to  enter 
pur  appeal  from  your  declared  sense  of  the  patent,  and  signify 
our  {grievances.     Yet,  if  it  shall  appear  (after  a  due  and  full  in- 
formation of  our  state)  to  have  been  his  majesty's  pleasure  so 
to  unite  us,  as  you  understand  the  patent,  we  must  submit  ac- 
cording to  God  ;  but,  for  the  present,  we  cannot  answer  oth- 
erwise than  our  committee  hath  done,  and  likewise  to  make  the 
9ame  ^request  unto  you,  that  we  may  remain  distinct  as  former- 
Iv,  and  may  be  succoured  by  you  as  confederates ;  at  least, 
that  none  occasion  be  given  by  yourselves  for  any  to  disturb 
US  in  our  ancient  settlements,  until  that,  either  by  the  honored 
Mr.  Winthrop,  by  our  other  confederates,  or  from  his  majesty, 
we  oaay  be  resolved  herein :  All  which  means  are  in  our  thoughts 
to  pse,  except  you  prevent,  for  the  gaining  of  a  right  under- 
standing, and  to  bring  a  peaceable  issue  or  reconcilement  of 
this  matter ;  and  we  wish  you  had  better  considered  than  to 
lict  so  suddenly,  to  seclude  us  from  patent  privileges  at  first, 
if  we  are  included,  as  you  say,  and  to  have  so  proceeded  since, 
^  may  seem  to  give  advantage  unto  disaffected  persons  to 
flight  or  disregard  oath  and  covenants,  and  thereby  to  rend 
una  make  division,  manage  contention  and  troubles  in  the 
townships  and  societies  of  this  colony,  and  that  about  religious 
worships,  as  the  inclosed  complaint  may  declare,  which  seems 
to  us  a  great  scandal  to  religion  before  the  natives,  and  preju- 
dicial to  his  majesty's  pious  intention,  as  also  to  hold  forth  a 
series  of  njeans  very  opposite  to  the  end  pretended,  and  very 
much  obscured  from  the  beauty  of  such  a  religious  arid  peac&t 
#ble  walking  among  English  brethren,  as  njay  either  invite  the 
mtivp?  tgilhe  (tyristian  feith,  or  unite  our  spirits  in  Uiis  jupQt 
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lure;  and  tMs occasion  given  before  any  conviction  tendered, 
or  publication  of  the  patent  among  us,  or  so  much  as  a  treaty 
with  us  in  9  christian,  neighbourly  way.  No  pretence  for  our 
dissolution  of  government,  till  then  could  rationally  be  imagin* 
ed.  Such  carriage  may  seem  to  be  against  the  advice  and 
mind  of  his  majesty  in  the  patent ;  as  also  of  your  honored 
governor,  and  to  cast  reflection  upon  him,  when  we  compare 
these  things  with  his  letters  to  some  here ;  for  the  avoiding 
whereof,  we  earnestly  request  that  the  whole  of  what  he  hath 
written  to  yourselves,  so  far  as  it  may  respect  us  in  this  busi- 
ness, may  be  fully  communicated  to  our  view  in  a  true  copy  or 
transcript  of  the  same.  We  must  profess  ourselves  grieved 
hereat,  and  must  desire  and  expect  your  effectual  endeavours 
to  repair  these  breaches,  and  restore  us  to  our  former  condi- 
tion as  confederates,  until  that  by  all,  or  some  of  these  ways 
intimated,  we  may  attain  a  clear  resolution  in  this  matter.  Un- 
to what  we  have  herein  propounded,  we  shall  add,  that  we  do 
not,  in  the  least,  intend  any  dislike  to  his  majesty's  act,  but 
show  our  sense  of  your  actings,^  first  and  last,  so  much  to  our 
detriment,  and  to  manifest  the  consequent  effects  to  Godj^  cti- 
honour,  qs  also  to  give  you  to  know  how  we  understand  the 
patent,  hoping  that  you  will  both  candidly  construe,  and  friend- 
ly comply,  with  our  desires  herein,  and  so  remove  the  cause 
of  our  distraction  and  sad  affliction,  that  you  have  brought  up- 
on this  poor  colony ;  then  shall  we  forbear  to  give  you  further 
trouble,  and  shall  pray  to  the  God  of  spirits  to  grant  us  all  hu- 
mility, and  to  guide  us  by  his  heavenly  wisdom  to  a  happy 
issue  of  this  affair,  in  love  and  peace.  Kesting, 
Gentlemen,  your  very  loving 
friends  and  neighbours, 
The  Freemen  of  the  colony  of  New-Haven. 
Per  James  Bishop,  Secretary,  in  the  name,  and  by  order  and 

consent  of  tho  committee  and  freemen  of  New-Haven 

colony* 

NUMBER  XL 

/few'Haven's  remonstrance  against  Connect icut^  May  6/&,  1663* 

Gentlemev, 
THE  professed  grounds  and  ends  of  your  and  our  coming  in- 
to these  parts  are  not  unknown,  being  plainly  expressed  in  the 
proloj^ue  to  that  solemn  confederation  entered  into  by  the  four 
colonies  of  New-Eneland,  printed  and  published  to  the  world, 
viz.  to  advance  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and 
to  enioy  the  liberties  of  the  gospel  in  purity  with  peace,  for 
Wbipb  we  left  ov  dear  native  country,  and  were  willing  to  un 
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dergo  the  difliculties  wc  have  since  met  with,'  in  this  wilder- 
ness, yet  fresh  in  our  remembrance;    being  the  only  ends  we 
still  pursue,  having  hitherto  found  by  experience  90  much  of 
the  presence  of  God  with  us,  and  of  hi^  goodness  and  compas- 
sion towards  us  in  so  doing,  for  these  many  years.      Yet,  con- 
sidering how  unanswerable  our  returns  have  been  to  God,  how 
unfruitful,  unthankful,  and  unholy.   Under  so  much  means  of 
grace,  and  such  liberties,  we  cannot  but  lament   t*he  same, 
judge  ourselves,  and  justify  God,  should  he  now  at  la^t  (after 
so  long  patience  towards  us)  bi*ing  desolating  judgments  Upon 
us,  arnJmake  us  drink  of  the  dregs  of  that  cup  of  indignation, 
he  hath  put  into  the  hands  of  his  people  in  other  parts  of  the 
world,  or  suffer  such  contentions  (in  just  displeasure)  to  arise 
among  us,  as  may  hasten  our  ca((amity,  and  increase  our  wo ; 
which  we  pray  the  Lord  in  mercy  to  prevent.      And  whereas, 
in  the  pursuance  of  the  said  ends,  and  upon  other  religious  and 
civil  considerations,  as  the  security  of  the  interest  of  each  col* 
ony,  within  itself  in  ways  of  righteousness  and  peace,  and  all 
and  every  of  the  said  colonies  from  the  Indians  and  other  ene- 
mies, they  did  judge  it  to  be  their  bounden  duty,  for  mutual 
strength  and  helpfulness,  for  the  future,  in  all  their  said  con- 
cernments  to  enter   into  a  consociation  among  themselves, 
thereupon  fuHy   agreed  and  concluded  by  and  between  the 

Earties  or  jurisdictions,  in  divers  and  sundry  articles,  and  at 
tst  ratified  as  a  perpetual  confederation  by  their  several  sub- 
scriptions :  Whereunto  we  conceived  ourselves  bound  to  ad- 
kere,  until  with  satisfaction  to  our  judgments  and  consciences, 
we  see  our  duty,  with  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  confede- 
.rates,  orderly  to  recede,  leaving  the  issue  unto  the  most  wise 
and  righteous  God.  As  for  the  patent,  upon  your  petition, 
granted  to  you  by  his  majesty,  as  Connecticut  colony,  so  far, 
and  in  that  sense  we  object  not  against  it,  much  less  against  his 
majesty's  act  in  so  doing,  the  same  being  a  real  encouragement 
to  other  of  his  subjects  to  obtain  the  like  fiivoc,  upon  their  hum- 
ble petition  to  his  royal  highness,  in  the  protection  of  their  per* 
sons  and  purchased  rights  and  interests,  is  also  a  ground  of 
hope  to  us.  But  if  tne  line  of  your  patent  doth  circumscribe 
this  colony  by  your  contrivement,  without  our  cognizance,  or 
consent,  or  regard  to  the  said  confederation  on  your  parts,  we 
have,  and  must  still  testify  against  it,  as  not  consistent  (in  our 
judgment)  with  brotherly  love,  righteousness  and  peace  :  And 
that  this  colony  (for  so  long  time  a  confederate  jurisdiction, 
distinct  from  yours  and  the  other  colonies)  is  taken  in  under 
the  administration  of  the  said  patent,  in  your  hands,  and  so  its 
former  being  dissolved,  and  distinction  ceasing,  there  being  no 
one  line  or  letter  in  the  patent,  expressing  his  majesty^  plea-* 
Bure  that  way.     Although  it  is  your  sense  of  it,  yet  we  cannol 
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so  apprehend  ;  of  which  we  having  already  given  our  grounds 
at  large  in  writing,  we  shall  not  need  to  say  much  more ;  nor 
have  we  met  with  any  argumentative  or  rational  convictions 
from  you,  nor  do  we  yet  see  cause  to  beof  another  mind. 

As  for  your  proceedings  upon  pretence  of  the  patent  towards 
us,  or  rather  against  us,  in  taking  in  sundry  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  colony  under  your  protection  and  government,  who,  as 
you  say,  oflered  themselves,  from  which  a  good  conscience, 
and  the  obligation  under  which  most  of  them  stood  to  this  colo- 
ny, should  have  restrained  them,  without  the  consent  |#' the 
body  of  this  colony  first  had,  and  in  concurrence  %vith  them, 
upon  mature  deliberation  and  conviction  of  duty  yet  wanting, 
we  cannot  but  again  testify  against  as  disorderly  in  them,  and 
which  admission,  on  your  parts,  we  conceive,  your  christian 
prudence  might  have  easily  suspended,  for  prevention  of  that 
great  offence  to  the  consciences  of  your  confederate  brethren,  \*^ 

and  those  sad  consequences  which  have  followed,  disturbing 
the  peace  of  our  towns,  destroying  our  comforts,  hazard  of 
our  lives  and  liberties,  by  their  frequent  threats  and  unsuflfer- 
able  provocations,  hath  been,  and  is,  with  us,  matter  of  com- 
plaint, both  to  God  and  man ;  especially  when  we  consider, 
that  thus  you  admitted  them  and  put  power  into  their  hands, 
before  you  had  made  any  overture  to  us,  or  had  any  treaty 
with  us,  about  so  weighty  a  business,  as  if  vou  were  in  haste 
to  make  us  miserable,  as  indeed,  in  these  things,  we  are  at  this 
day. 

Ani  seeing  upon  the  answer  returned  to  your  propositions 
made  by  you  afterwards,  of  joining  with  you  in  your  govern- 
ment, finding  ourselves  already  so  dismembered,  and  the 
weighty  grounds  and  reasons  we  then  presented  to  you,  we 
could  not  prevail  so  far  with  you,  as  to  procure  a  respite  of 
your  further  proceedings,  until  Mr.  Winthrop's  return  froofi 
England,  or  the  grant  of  any  time  that  way,  which  was  thoueht 
but  reasonable  by  some  of  yourselves,  and  the  like  seldom  de- 
nied in  war  to  very  enemies,  we  saw  it  then  high  time  and  ne- 
cessary (fearing  these  beginnings)  to  appeal  unto  his  majesty, 
and  so  we  did,  concluding  according  to  the  law  of  appeals,  in 
all  cases  and  among  all  nations,  that  the  same,  upon  youralle- 
giance  to  his  majesty,  would  have  obliged  you  to  forbear  all 
further  process  in  this  business;  for  our  own  parts  resolving 
(notwithstanding  all  that  we  had  formerly  suft'ercd)  tp  sit  down 
^  patient  under  the  same,  waiting  upon  God  for  the  issue  of  our 
said  appeal.  But  seeing  that,  notwithstanding  all  that  wc  had 
presented  to  you  by  word  and  writing — notwithstanding  our 
appeal  to  his  majesty — notwithstanding  all  that  we  have  suf- 
fered, (by  means  of  that  power  you  have  set  up,  viz.  a'consta-  ^^^ 
bleat  Stamford.)  of  which  informations  have  been  given  you,^^pV 
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ci  you  have  gone  further,  to  place  a  constable  at  Guilford,  in 
ike  manner,  over  a  party  there,  to  the  further  disturbance  of 
our  peace  and  quiet,  a  narrative  whereof,  and  of  the  provoca- 
tions and  wrongs  we  have  met  with  at  Stamford,  we  have  re- 
ceived, attested  to  us  hj  divera  witnesses,  honest  men.     We 
cannot  hut,  on  behalf  of  our  appeal  to  his  majesty,  whose  hon- 
our is  highly  concerned  therein,  and  of  our  ^ust  rights,  but  (as 
men  exceedingly  afflicted  and  grieved)  testify  in  the  sight  of 
God,  angels,  and  men,  against  these  things.     Our  end  therein 
beinf^  not  to  provoke  or  further  any  offence,  but  rather  as  a 
tlischarge  of  duty,  on  our  parts,  as  brethren  and  christian  con- 
federates, to  call  upon  you,  to  take  some  effectual  course  to 
«ase  and  right  us,  in  a  due  redress  of  the  grievances  you  have 
caused  by  these  proceedings ;  and  that  alter  you  had  compli- 
mented us  with  large  offers  of  patent  privileges,  with  desire  of 
a  treaty  with  us  for  union  of  our  colonies ;  and  you  know,  as 
your  good  words  were  kindly  accepted,  so  your  motion  was 
fairly  answered  by  our  committee.     That  in  regard  we  were 
under  an  appeal  to  his  majesty,  that  being  limited  by  our  free- 
men, not  to  conclude  any  thing  for  altering  our  distinct  colony 
^tate  and  government,  without  their  consent,  and  without  the 
approbation  of  the  other  confederate  colonies,  they  were  not 
in  present  capacity  so  to  treat ;  but  did  little  suspect  such  a 
design  on  foot  against  us,  the  effect  whereof  quickly  appeared 
at  Guilford,  before  mentioned. 

But  we  shall  say  no  more  at  this  time,  only  tell  you,  what- 
ever we  suffer  by  your  means,  we  pray  the  Lord  would  help 
us  to  choose  it,  rather  than  to  sin  against  our  consciences,  ho- 
ping the  righteous  God  will,  in  due  time,  look  upon  our  afflic- 
tion, and  incline  his  majesty's  heart  to  favour  our  righteous 
cause. 

Subscribed  in  the  name,  and  by  order  of 

the  general  court  of  New-Haven  colony. 

Per  James  Bishop,  Secretary.. 

New-Haven,  May  6th,  1663. 

NUMBER  XII. 

Governor  Winthrop^s  letter  to  ConnecticiU,  March  3rf,  1663. 

Gentlemen, 
I  AM  informed  by  some  gentlemen,  (who  are  authorized  to 
seek  remedy  here,)  that  since  you  had  the  late  patent,  there 
hath  been  injury  done  to  the  government  of  New-Haven,  and, 
in  particular,  at  Guilford  and  Stamford,  in  admitting  of  several 
of  the  inhabitants  there  unto  freedom  with  you,  and  appointing 
officers,  which  hath  caused  divbions  in  the  said  town3>  which 
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may  prove  of  dangerous  consequence,  if  not  timely  prevented  \ 
though  I  do  hope  the  rise  of.it  is  from  misunderstanding,  and 
not  in  design  of  prejudice  to  that  colony,  for  whom  I  gave  as* 
surance  to  their  friends  that  their  rights  and  interests  sfiottl^ 
not  be  disquieted,  or  prejudiced  by  the  patent,  but  if  both  gov- 
ernments would,  with  unanimous  aereement,  unite  in  one,  meir 
friends  judged  it  for  advantage  to  both :  And  further  I  must  let 
you  know,  that  testimony  here  d6th  aflirm,  that  I  gave  assu- 
rance before  authority  here,  that  it  was  not  intended  to.m^le 
with  any  town  or  plantation  that  was  settled  under  any  Qther 
government :  had  it  been  an^  otherwise  intended,  or  declared, 
It  had  been  injurious,  in  taking  out  the  patent,  not  to  have  in- 
serted a  proportionable  number  of  their  names  in  it.  Noif, 
upon  the  whole,  having  had  serious  conference  with  their 
friends, .  authorized  by  them,  and  with  others  who  are  friends 
to  both,  to  prevent  a  tedious  and  chargeable  trial,  and  uncer- 
tain event  here,  I  promised  them,  to  give  you  apeedily  this  re- 
presentation, how  far  you  are  engaged.  If  any  injury  have 
oeen  done,  by  admitting  of  freemen,  or  appointing  officers,  or 
other  unjust  intermeddling  with  New-Haven  colony,  in  one 
kind  or  other,  without  the  approbation  of  the  government,  that 
it  be  forthwith  recalled,  and  that,  for  the  future,  there  will  be 
DO  imposing  in  any  kind  upon  them,  nor  admitting  of  any 
members  without  mutual  consent;  but  that  all  things  be  actea 
as  loving  neighbouring  colonies,  as  before  such  patent  grant- 
ed, and  unto  this  I  judge  you  are  obliged,  I  having  engaged  tp 
their  agent  here,  that  wis  will  be  by  you  performed,  and  they 
have  thereupon  forborne  to  give  you  or  me  any  trouble ;  but 
they  do  not  doubt,  but  upon  future  consideration,  there  may 
be  such  a  right  understanding  between  both  governments,  tha^t 
an  union  and  friendly  joining  may  be  established,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  all ;  which,  at  my  arrival,  I  shall  also  endeavour 
(God  willing)  to  promote.  Not  having  more  at  present,  in 
this  case,  I  rest.  Your  humble  servant, 

,J0HN  WiNTHROP* 

London,  March  3d,' 1662.* 
*  Tbi?,  according  to  the  present  waj  of  datiog,  wai  March  3d,  1609* 
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tfis  majesty'^s  commission  to  Colonel  Jftchols^  Sir  Robert  CarVj 
knight^  and  others j  for  the  settlement  of  boundaries,  <Jrc.  ^prif 
2eth,  1664. 

CHAltLES  K. 

Charles  the  second,  by  the  |race  of  God,  king  of  Ebeland,^ 
*  Scotland,  France,  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the  faith,  o^c. 
To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  Greeting. 

WHEREAS  we  have  received  several  addresses  from  our 
subjects  of  several  colonies  of  N^w-England,  all  full  of  duty 
ana  afiectioft,  and  expressions  of  lovalty  and  allegiance  to  u%, 
with  their  hunlbfe  desires  to  ds,  that  we  would  renew  their 
several  charters,  and  receive  them  into  our  favourable  opinion 
and  protectioh*:  And  several*  of  our  colonics  there,  and  other 
our  loving  subjects,  have^  likewise  complained  of  differences 
and  disputes  arisen  upon  the  limits  and  bounds  of  their  several 
charters  and  jurisdictions,  whereby  unneighbourly  and  un«- 
Brotherly  contentions  have  and  may  arise,  to  the  damage  and 
discredit  of  the  English  fnterest;  and  that  all  our  good  sub* 
jects  residitig  there',and  being  planters  within  the  several  colo- 
nies, do  not  enjoy  the  liberties  and  privileges  granted  unto 
them  by  our  several  charters,  upon  confidence  and  assurance 
of  which  they  transported  themselves  and  their  estates  into 
those  parts :  And  we  naving  received  some  addresses  from  the 
great  men  and  natives  of  those  countries,  in  which  they  com- 
plain of  breach  of  faith,  and  acts  of  violence  and  injustice, 
ti^hicfa  thi^y  have  been  forced  to  undergo  from  our  subjects, 
whereby  not  only  our  government  is  traduced,  but  the  reputa- 
tion and  credit  of  the  christian  religion  brought  into  prejudice 
^nd  reproach,  with  the  Gentiles  and  inhabitants  of  those  couo" 
tries,  who  know  not  God,  the  reduction  of  whom  to  the  true 
knfowfedge  and  fear  of  God,  is  the  most  worthy  and  glorious 
end  of  these  plantations.  Upon  all  which  motives,  and  as  an 
evidence  and  manifestation  of  our  fieitherly  afiection  towards 
all  our  subjects  in  those  several  colonics  of  New-England, 
(that  is  to  say,)  of  the  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New-Ply- 
znouth,  Rhode-Island,  and  Providence  plantations,  and  all  otn- 
er  plantations  which  are  in  that?  tract  of  land  known  under  the 
appellation  of  New-England ;  and  to  the  end  that  we  may  be 
truly  informed  of  the  state  and  condition  of  our  good  subjects 
there,  that  so  we  may  the  better  know  how  to  contribute  to  the  ■ 
further  improvement  of  their  happiness  and  prosperity : 

Know  ye,  therefore,  that  we,  reposing  especial  trust  and 
confidence  in  the  fidelity,  wisdom^  and  ciKumspection  o£  our 
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trusty  and  well  beloved  oolonel  Richard  Nichols,  Sir  Robert 
Carr,  knight,  George  Cartwright,  Esq.  and  Samuel  Maverick, 
Esq.  of  our  especial  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  mo- 
tion, have  made,  ordained,  constituted,  and  appointed,  and  do 
by  these  presents  make,  ordain,  constitute,  ^nd  appoint  the 
said  colonel  Richard  Nichols,  Sir  Robert  Carr,  knigbt,  George 
Cartwrigbt,  and  Samuel  jMaverick,  Esquire^,  our  commission- 
ers^ and  do  hereby  give  and  gram  unto  them,  or  any  three  or 
two  of  them,  or  of  the  survivors  of  them,  (of  whom  ^ve  will  the 
said  colonel  Richard  Nichols,  during  his  life,  «hall  be  aliseays 
one,  and  upon  equal  division  of  opinipns,  tp  have  the  casting 
and  decisive  voice,}  in  our  name,  to  visit  aOiamd  every  the  se* 
veral  colonies  aforesaid,  and  also  full  poif  er  to  hear  gad  re^ 
ceive^  and  to  examine  and  determine  ^1  complaints  aad  ap- 
peals, in  all  causes  and  matters,  as  we}l  military  as  criminal 
and  civil,  and  proceed  in  all  things  for  the  providing  for  and 
settling  the  peace  and  security  of  the  said  country,  according 
to  their  good  and  sound  discretions,  and  to  such  instructions 
as  they  or  the  survivors  of  them  have,  or  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  receive  from  us  in  ti^at  behalf,  and  from  time  to  time,  as 
they  shall  find  expedient,  to  certify  us  or  our  privy  council,  of 
their  acting  or  proceedings  touching  the  premises ;  and  for 
1^  doing  tnerepf,  or  any  other  matter  or  ihing  relating  there- 
unto, these  presents,  or  the  enrolment  ^hereof,  shall  be  unto 
them,  and  every  of  them,  a  sufficient  warrant  and  discharge  in  ^ 
that  behalf.  In  witness  whereof,  we  have  caused  these  our 
letters  to  be  made  patent.  Given  at  the  court  at  Whitehall, 
the  26th  day  of  April,  1664,  and  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  our 
reign«  Barker. 

NUMBER  XIV. 

JSis  majtaty^s  gracious  letter  to  the  governor  and  compnny  of 
Connecticutj  accompanying  the  commission^  April  33^,  1664. 

CHARLES  R. 
TRUSTY  and  well  beloved,  we  greet  you  well,  having,  ac- 
cording to  the  resolution  we  declared  to  lM[r*  John  Winmrop^ 
at  the  time  when  we  renewed  your  charter,  now  sent  these  per* 
sons  of  known  abilities  and  affections  to  usj,  that  is  to  say, 
colonel  Richard  Nichols,  Sir  Robert  Carr,  kni|;ht,  George 
Cartwri^ht,  Esq.  and  Samue]  Maverick,  E}sq,  our  commission- 
jers,  to  visit  those  our  several  colonies  and  ptantatioiis  in  New- 

;''^    England,  to  the  end  that  we  may  be  the  better  informed  of  the 
^'   state  and  welfare  of  our  good  subjects,  whose  prosperity  is        _ 
verv  dear  to  us ;  we  can  make  no  question  but  that  they  shall  ^/tM 
fincf'thatreceptioojkl^  may  testify  your  respect  tfj^^^ 

-if'  ■'     .v^p.  m 

*^-  #    ^  '  •  ^  •  '>  ■'•«. 
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118,  fifofn  #hQm  they  are  sent  for  youi*  good.  Wc  need  not  tell 
you  Kow  carefiil  we  are  6fyour  liberties  and  privilege^  wheth- 
er ecclesiastical  or  civil,  which  we  will  not  suffer  to  be  vio- 
lated in  the  least  degree ;  and  that  they  may  not  be  is  the  prin- 
cipal business  of  our  said  commissioners,  as  likewise  to  take 
care  tba^  the  bonnds  and  jurisdictions  of  our  several  colonies 
ther^  may  be  clearly  agreed  upon ;  that  every  one  ipay  enjoy 
what  of  righf  belongeth  unto  them,  without  strife  or  conten- 
fibn;  and  especially  that  the  natives  of  that  country,  who  are 
irilirng  to  live  peaceably  aiid  neighbourly  with  our  £nglisb 
subjects,  may  receive  such  justice  and  civil  treatment  from 
t&em,  2i$  tnay  make  them  the  more  in  love  with  their  religion 
^nd  manners ;  so  hot  doubting  of  your  full  compliance  and 
Submission  to  our  desire,  we  bid  vou  farewell.  Given  at  our 
pourt  at  Whitehall,  the  2Sd  day  of  April,  )664,  in  the  sixteenlji 
vear  of  our  reign. 
'  *  Py  hi>  majesty's  coipmand, 


f 
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7%e  Duke  ^nd  DucJuis  of  HamUt&n?s  petiiian  io  King  Charitf 
second^  and  his  tnqjesty^s  reference  qftke  casf  to  his  commis* 
sionerSj  May  6thy  1664.  ^ 

To  the  King's  most  excellent  majesty. 
The  humble  petition'of  William,  Duke  of  Haipiltoh,  and  Anne, 

Puchess  of  Hamilton  ;  Sheweth, 

THAT  whereas  in  the  eleventh  year  of  the  reign  of  your 
royal  father,  of  ever  blessed  memory,  ^he  council  established 
at  Plymouth  in  the  county  of  Devon,  for  planting,  ordering 
and  governing  of  New-England  in  America  (according  to  the 
ipibwer  given  them  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  the 
late  king  James,  by  his  letters  patent,  bearing  date  the  third 
dav  of  November)  did  for  a  competent  sum  of  ii|oney  and  other 
valuable  considerations,  bargain  and  sell  Unto  the  petitiopers' 
fetfaer,  by  the  name  of  James,  Marquis  Hamilton,  his  beirs 
iod  assigns,  all  that  ^art  and  portion  of  the  main  lands  in  New- 
Endand,  lying  and  beginning,  at  the  middle  part  of  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Connecticut,  to  proceed  along  the  sea  coast  to  be 
accoqnted  about  sixty  miles,  and  so  up  to  the  westward  arm  cff 
the  river  into  the  land  northwestward  till  sixty  miles  befibt^h- 
ed,  and  so  to  cross  southwestward  till  sixty  miles,  all  which 
part  and  portion  of  lands  were  to  be  called  by  the  nanic  of  the 
county  ot  New-Cambridge,  with  several  other  lands  ^hd  privi- 
leges as  by  the  said  deea  of  feoffment  doth  mOre  folly  appear, 
B  copy  thereof  pi  hereunto  atioexed.    Siace  which  time  am) 
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by  reason  of  ihe  late  unhappy  war  several  persons  have  pos- 
sessed themselves  of  the  best  and  most  considerable  parts  of 
Ihe  said  lands,  without  any  acknowledgment  of  your  petition- 
ers' right.  Your  petitioners  therefore  most  humbly  pray,  that 
your  majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  recommend  the 
premises  to  your  majesty's  commissioners  for  New-England, 
and  that  care  may  be  taken  that  your  petitioners  may  be  restor- 
ed to  their  just  right,  and  that  nothing  be  done  to  their  preju- 
dice. 

4i  the  court  ai  Whitehall^  ihe  6th  May,  1664. 
His  f^ajesty  is  graciously  pleased  to  refer  this  petition  to 
the  commissioners  now  employed  by  his  majesty  to  settle  the 
^flairs  of  New-England,  who  are  to  examine  the  allegations 
thereof,  and  upon  due  consideration  had,  to  preserve  and  re- 
store to  the  petitioners  their  just  right  and  interest,  or  other- 
wise to  report  their  opinions  thereupon  to  his  majesty,  who  will 
then  declare  his  further  pleasure,  for  the  honorable  petitioners' 
just  satisfaction.* 

Henry  BEXNi;r. 

NUMBER  XVI. 

The  detemUnatian  pf  his  fnajesttps  commissioners,  relative  to  the 
boundaries  oj  his  royal  highness  the  Duke  of  York^s  patent 
^nd  of  the  patent  of  Connecticut^  November  ZOth,  1664. 

BY  virtue  of  his  majesty's  commission,  ^e  have  heard  the 
differences  about  the  bounds  of  the  patents  granted  to  his  royal 
highness  the  Dpke  of  York,  and  his  majesty's  colony  of  Con- 
l^ecticut—- and  having  deliberately  considered  dll  the  reasons 
alledged  by  Mr.  Allen,  senior,  Mr.  Gould,  Mr.  Richards,  and 
captain  Wmthfot),  appointed  by  the  assembly  held  at  Hart- 
ford, the  iSth  day  of  October,  1664,  to  accompany  Johu  Win- 
throp,  Esq.  the  governor  of  his  majesty's  colony  pf  Connecticut, 
toNew-York,and  by  Mr.  Howell  and  captain  loung,  of  Long- 
Island,  why  the  said  Long-Island  shoula  be  under  the  gpvem- 
ment  6f  Connecticut ;  which  are  too  long  here  to  be  reci^^ed  : 
We  do  declare  and  Order,  thai  the  southern  bounds  of  his  ma- 
jesty's colony  pf  Connecticut,  is  the  sea ;  and  that  Long-Isl* 
tend  is  to  be  under  the  government  of  his  royal  highneM  the 
Duke  of  York;  as  is  eipressed  by  plain  words  in  tbf  said  pa- 
tents respectively.  And  also  by  virtue  of  his  majesty's  com- 
mission and  by  the  consent  of  l)Oth  the  governor  and  the  gen- 
tlemen above  named,  we  aisp  order  and  declare,  that  the  creek 
or  river  called  Momoronpck,  which  is  reputed  to  be  about 
i#elve  miles  to  the  east  of  West-Chester,  and  a  line  drawti 
f  OldBookof  littten,  &c.  pb  1^. 
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from  the  east  point  or  side,  where  the  fresh  water  falls  itiia 
the  salt,  at  highwater  mark,  north-northwest  to  the  line  of  the 
Massachusetts,  be  the  western  bounds  of  the  said  colony  of 
Connecticut,  and  the  plantations  lying  westward  of  thatcreek, 
and  line  so-drawn,  to  be  under  his  royal  highnesses  govern- 
ment; and  all  plantations  lying  eastward  oijuiat  creek,  and 
^ine  to  be  under  the  government  of  Ck)nQecticut.  Given  un- 
der our  bands  at  Fort  James^  in  Ne>y-Yor|c,  on  Manhattans 
island;  this  30th  day  of  Nov.  1664. 

RtiCHAiiD  Nichols, 
George  CiUEiTWRiGHT, 
Samuel  Kf averick. 
We  underwixteo,  on  behalf  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut, 
have  assented  unto  this  determination  of  his  maiesly^s  commis- 
sioners, in  relation  to  the  bounds  and  limits  of  bis  royal  high- 
ness the  duke^St  patent^  and  the  patent  of  Connecticut** 

John  Winthrop, 
Matthew  Allen, 
Nathan  Gould, 
Jambs  Richards, 
.John  Winthrop. 
November  30,  1664. 

NUMBER  XVII. 

Letter  of  New-Haven  to  ConnecticiUj  December  14,  1664. 

Honored  QEinrLEME^r,  * 
WE  have  been  silent  hitherto,  as  ^  the  making  of  any  griev- 
ance known  unto  the  king's  commissioners,  notwithstanding 
what  may  be  with  us  of  such  jiature,  At>m  the  several  transacr 
tions  that  have  been  aniong  us,  and  are  desirous  so  to  continue 
the  managing  of  these  affairs  in  i^ravs  toosistent  with  the  an- 
cient tonfedcration  of  the  unite(|  colpnies,^  choosing  rather  to 
suffer,  than  to  begin  any  motjoii  hazardfol  to  New-England  set- 
tlements ;  in  pursuance  whisreof  (accprding  to  our  promise  to 
y<tur  geqtlemen,  sent  lately  to  demand  our  submission,  though 
10  tt^i^vided  if  not  dividing  way,  within  our  towns,  aeverafly 
sefeking  to  bring  us  under  th^  government  of  yoqrselves  alrea- 
dy ^ttla^y  wherein  we  have  had  no  hand  to  settle  the  same, 
an(^£mir«  we  had  cleared  to  our  conviction,  th^  certain  limits 
of  yottr  citorter,  which  may  justly  increase  the  scruple  of  too 
much  haste  in  that  and  fqnne^  actings  upon  us)  the  ^nerality 
of  our  undivided  people  have  order^  fnet  this  13th  of  the  tentL 
month  (64)  and  by  the  vote  endorsed,  have  prepared  for  this 
answer  to  be  given  of  our  submission,  whjkb  being  done  bv 
*  Old  Book,  &c.  p.  2. 
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us,  then  for  the  accommodation  of  matters  betwixt  D8  in  an  am* 
icable  way,  by  a  committee  im powered  to  issue  with  you  on 
their  behalf,  and  in  the  behalf  of  all  concerned,  according  to 
instructions  given  to  the  said  committee.  We  never  did,  nor 
even  do  intend  to  damnify  your  moral  rights  or  just  privileges, 
consistent  with  our  like  honest  enjoyments,  and  we  would 
hope  that  you  have  no  further  step  towards  us,  not  to  violate 
our  government  interest,  but  to  accommodate  us  with  that  we 
shall  desire,  and  the  patent  bear,  as  hath  been  often  said  you 
would  do ;  and  surely  you  have  the  more  reason  to  be  full  with 
us  herein,  seeing  that  your  success  for  patent  bounds  with 
those  gentlemen  now  obtained,  seems  to  be  debtor  unto  our 
silence  before  them,  when  as  you  thus  by  single  applicatioii 
and  audience  issued  that  matter :  you  thus  performing  to  satis- 
faction, we  may  still  rest  silent,  and  according  to  profession,  . 
by  a  studious  and  cordial  endeavour  with  us  to  advance  the  in- 
terest of  Christ  in  this  wilderness,*  and  by  the  Lord's  blessing 
thereupon,  love  and  union  between  us  may  be  greatly  confirm- 
ed, and  all  our  comforts  enlarged,  which  is  the  earnest  prayer 
of,  gentlemen,  your  loving  friends  and  neighbours,  the  commit- 
tee, appointed  by  the  freemen  a-nd  inhabitants  of  New-Haven 
colony,  now  assembled. 

Jamcs  Bishop,  Secretary. 
New-Haven,  E>ec.  14,  16^4. 

NUMBER  XVni. 

Letter  of  Connecticut  to  New-Haven^  in  answer  to  the  preceding  . 

letter^  December  2lst,  1664. 

Hartford,  Dec.  2\st,  1664. 
Honored  Gentlemen, 
WE  have  received  yours,  dated  the  14th  of  thb  instanty 
signed  by  James  Bishop,  &c.  wherein  you  are  pleased  to  men* 
tion  your  silence  hitherto,  as  to  the  making  any  grievance 
known  to  his  majesty's  commissioners,  notwithstanding  what 
may  be  with  you,  &c.  we  can  say  the  same,  though  we  had  &ir 
opportunities  to  present  any  thing  of  that  nature ;  as  for  yoiir 
desire  to  manage  affairs  consistent  with  the  confederation,  the 
present  motion  will,  we  hope,  upon  axandid  review,  not  ap- 
pear any  ways  dissonant  therefrom  ;  for  besides  the  provision 
made  in  one  of  the  articles  of  confederation  for  two  colonies 
uniting  in  one,  there  was  special  provision,  as  you  well  know, 
made  at  the  last  session  of  the  commissioners  to  that  purpose, 
conjoined  with  pathetical  advice  and  counsel,  to  an  amicable 
union.  Our  too  much  forwardness,  with  New-Haven,  &c.  is 
sot  so  cleaf;  seeing  those  plantations  you  inhabit  arc  much  »- 
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bout  the  center  of  our  patent,  which  our  charter  limits,  as 
^tao  the  inclosed  determination  of  liis.jQaiesty's  honorable  com- 
missioners, will,  to  your  conviction,  be  apparent ;  tlnit  our 
success  for  patent  bounds  with  the  kmg's  commissiooeif  is 
^btor  to  your  silence,  seems  to  us  strange,  when  yoiir  non- 
compiiaoise  was  sq  abundantly  known  to  those  gentlemen,  yea, 
the  news  of  your  figiotions,  when  Mr.  Joseph  ,^en  was  last  witb 
]^/'was  at  j^ew-York,  beibre  our  gomnor's  deoarUire 
thence  ;  notwitlistanding  your.silence,  and  yet  so  gooa  an  is- 
sue obtained,  we  desire  such  reflections  may  be  buried  in  per* 
petual  silence,  wiuch  only  yourseli^s  necessitating  dneanto, 
shall  revive  them,  being  willing  to  pursue  truth  aM  ^ice  as 
much  as  may  be  with  all  men,  especially  with  our  dmr  breth- 
ren in  the  fellowship  of  the  gospel,  and  fellow-members  of  the 
same  civil  corporation,  accommodated  with  so  many  choice 
privileges,  whicb  we  are  willing,  after  all  is  prepared  to  your 
hands,  to  confer  upon  you  equal  with  ourselves,  which  we  wish 
may  at  last  produce  the  long  desired  eflfect  of  your  firee  an<) 
cordial  closure  with  us,  not  attributing  any  necessity  imposed 
by  us,  further  than  the  situation  of  those  plantations  m  the 
heart  of  our  colony,  and  therein  the  peace  of  posterity  in 
these  parts  of  the  country  is  necessarily  i(A:luded,  and  that  af- 
ter so  long  liberty  to  present  your  plea  when  you  have  seen 
meet*  Gentlemen,  we  desire  a  full  answer  as  speedily  as  may 
be,  whether  those  lately  empowered,  accept  to  govern  accord- 
ing to  their  commission,  if  not,  other  meet  persons  to  govern 
may  by  us  be  empowered  in  their  room  ;  thus  desiring  the 
Lord  to  unite  our  hearts  and  spirits  in  ways  well  pleasbg  in 
his  si^ht,  which  is  the  prayer  of  your  very  loving  friends,  the 
council  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut. 

Signed  by  theur  order,  by  me, 

John  Allen,  Secretary. 

NUMBER  XIX. 

The  final  reply  of  Kew-Haven  to  ConneciicuL 

New-Haven,  Jan.  5,  1664-5. 
Honored  Gentlemen, 
WHEREAS  by  yours,  dated  December  21st,  1664,  you 
please  to  say,  that  you  did  the  same  as  we,  not  making  any 
grievances  known  to  the  commissioners,  &c.  unto  that  may  be 
returned,  that  you  had  not  the  same  cause  so  to  do  from  any 
pretence  of  injury,  by  our  intermeddling  with  your  colony  or 
government  interest,  unto  which  we  refer  that  passage  for  our 
expressing  desires  to  manage  all  our  matters  in  confederacy 
with  the  confederation,  we  hope  you  will  not  blame  us.     How 
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dissonant  or  consonant  yt>ur  actings  with  us  have  been,  we 
leave  to  the  confederation  to  judge,  as  their  records  may  show 
-^that  article,  which  allows  two  colonics  to  join,  doth  also, 
with  others,  assert  the  justness  of  each  colony's  distinct  rishts, 
until  joined  to  mutual  satisfaction,  and  the  provision  made  in 
such  case  the  last  session,  we  gainsay  not,  when  the  union  is 
so  completed,  and  a  new  settlement  of  the  confederation,  by 
the  respective  general  courts,  accomplished.  Their  pathetkai  ' 
advice  for  an  amicable  union,  we  wish  may  be  so  attended — in 
order  thereunto,  we  gave  you  notice  of  a  committee  prepared 
to  treat  with  you,  for  such  Im  accommodation,  unto  which  you 
gave  us  oo  fiaswer,  but  instead  thereof,  sent  forth  your  edict 
irom  authority  upon  us,  before  our  conviction  for  submission 
was  declared  to  you.  The  argument  from  our  intermixt  situa- 
tion, is  the  same  now  as  it  was  before  our  confederating  and 
ever  since,  and  affords  no  more  ground  now  to  disannul  the 
government  than  before.  We  might  marvel  at  your  strange, 
why  we  should  think  your  success  should  be  debtor  to  our  si- 
lence, and  that  because  the  news  of  our  non-compliance  was 
with  the  commissioners,  as  if  the  mere  news  of  such  a  thing 
contained  the  strength  of  all  we  had  to  say  or  plead.  Gentle- 
men, we  intreat  vou  to  consider,  that  there  is  more  in  it  than 
80,  yea,  that  still  we  have  to  alledge  things  of  weight,  and  know 
where  and  how,  if  we  chose  not  rather  to  abate  and  suffer,  than 
by  striving  to  hazard  the  hurting  yourselves  or  the  common 
cause.  We  scope  not  at  reflections,  but  conviction  and  con- 
science satisfaction,  that  so  brethren  in  the  fellowship  of  the 
gospel  might  come  to  a  cordial  and  regular  closure,  and  so  to 
walk  together  in  love  and  peace,  to  advance  Christ  his  interest 
among  them,  which  is  all  our  design :  But  how  those  hieh  and 
holy  ends  are  like  so  to  be  promoved  between  us,  without  a 
treaty  ^or  accommodation  we  have  cause  to  doubt ;  yet  that  we 
may  not  fail  in  the  least  to  perform  whatever  we  have  said,  we 
now  signify,  that  having  seen  the  copy  of  his  majesty's  comftiis* 
sioners'  determination  (deciding  the  bounds  betwixt  his  hieh^ 
ness  the  Duke  of  York,  and  Connecticut  charter)  we  do  de- 
clare submission  thereunto  according  to  the  true  intent  of  our 
vote,  unto  which  we  refer  you.  As  to  that  part  of  yours  con- 
cerning our  magistrates  and  officers  acceptance,  their  answer 
is,  that  they  ha-ving  been  chosen  by  the  people  hereto  such 
trust  and  sworn  thereunto,  for  the  year  ensuing,  and  until  new 
be  orderly  chosen,  and  being  again  desired  .to  continue  that 
trust,  they  shall  go  on  in  due  observance  thereof  according  to 
the  declaration  left  with  us  by  Mr.  John  Allen  and  Mr.  SamueF 
Sherman,  bearing  date  November  19th,  1664 ;  in  hopes  to  find 
that  in  a  loving  treaty  for  accommodating  matters  to  the  ends 
professed  by  you  ;  unto  which  our  committee  stands  ready  t^ 
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attend,  upon  notice  from  you ;  that  so  truth  and  peace  majr 
be  maintained.  So  shall  we  not  give  you  further  trouble,  bui 
remain,  gentiemen,  your  very  loving  friends  and  neighbours, 
the  committee  appointed  &y  the  freemen  and  inhabitants  ot' 
New-IIa  vcn  colony. 

Signed  per  ttieir  order,  per  me, 

Jam£s  Bisuop,  Secretary^ 

NUMBER  XX. 

The  answer  of  Connecticut  to  the  claitn  and  petition  of  the  Dnke 
and  Duchess  of  Uamlliony  March  ^5thj  1665. 

THE  king^s  commissiontrs  had  written  to  the  colony,  re- 
questing, ^^  That  they  might  have  something  in  writing  to  re- 
turn to  the  kiog,  concerning  the  grant  of  sixty  miles  square  on 
^. the  eastern  side  of  Connecticut  river,  to  James,  fllarquis  of 
"IlamiHon,  fram-  the  council  of  Plymouth  in  Devon,  1631,  and 
to  know  in  what  particulars  it  was  desired,  that  they  should  be 
solicitors  to  his  majesty  for  the  advantage  of  the  colony,^' 
which  they  declared  they  would  cordiaUy  endeavour. 

In  consequence  of  which  th^  following  answer  was  gireo. 
To  the  Honorable  Sir  Robert  Carr,   knight,  George  Cart- 
wright,  Esq.  and  Samuel  Maverick,.  Esq.  his  majesty's  hon- 
orable commissioners.. 

IN  answer  to  Duke  Hanrirton's  petilion,  respecting  a  grant 
of  land  of  sixty  miles  square,  on  the  east  side  the  river  Con- 
verticu. 

1.  We  are  wholly  ignorant  of  any  river  within  the  extent  of 
our  charter,  that  m  known  under  such  an  appellation,  and 
therefore  cannot  conceive  that  an ji  part  or  tract  of  land,  under 
this  government,  is  concerned  in  this  demand. 

2.  Yet  upon  supposition^  that  it  may  be  conceived  to  intend 
Connecticut  river,  we  humbly  conceive  that  the  original  patent 
grant,  from  royal  authority  to  the  Lord  Say  and  other  nobles 
and  gentlemen,  which  we  purchased  at  a  dear  rate,  is  lately 
ratified  and  coufirmed  by  our  gracious  sovereign,  under  the 
broad  seal  of  England  (the  most  absolute  and  unquestionable 
security  pf  the  English  subjects)  in  which  grants  the  lands  fore- 
mentioned  are  comprised.  The  grant  to  Connecticut  was  pre- 
cedent to  that  of  Duke  Hamilton's  several  years,  which  gives 
us  lo  conclude,  that  priority  of  tide  will  be  settled  by  priority 
of  grant. 

3.  A  considerable  tract  of  this  land  which  the  duke's  peti- 
tion refers  to  (if  as  before  supposed,  it  be  determined  Conoec- 
licut)  was  possessed  bv  a  people  most  malignantly  spirited  a- 
gaipst  his  majesty's  Lnglish  subjects,  and  at  our  ficst  settlii^ 
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lierc,  wbcn  we  were  weak  and  few,  they  grew  rery  insolent 
against  us,  making  invasion  upon  us,  murdering  many  of  our 
pdople,  thereby  necessitating  us  to  a  hazardous  undertaking, 
to  cast  ourselves  into  the  arms  ofGod^s  providence,  in  endeav* 
ouring  to  suppress  those  bloody  heathen ;  and  through  divine 
benediction  we  found  a  good  success  ;  and  though  that  wilder^ 
iiess  land  would  not  afford  any  considerable  recompence  for 
the  loss  of  lives  and  great  expenses,  yet  our  peace  attained  by 
that  conquest  did  greatly  rejoice  us. 

4.  Wc  have  bad  peaceable  possession  this  thirty  years,  free 
from  the  least  claim  of  any  other,  that  we  heard  of,  to  this  day  ; 
which  persuades  us  that  if  the  duke's  highness  had  ever  rea- 
son, by  virtue  of  his  grant,  to  make  claim,  yet  that  right  pre* 
fended  is  extinct  in  law  npany  years  since. 

jiis  majesty,  our  gracious  sovereign,  was  pleased  of  his  a- 
"bundant  iiivor  and  grace,  to  his  subjects  of  this  colony,  so  far 
to  declare  bis  free  reception  of  the  reasons  forementioned.  of 
our  purchase  made,  and  conquest  recovered,  and  likewise  otf^ 
our  improvement  and  Jabor  bestowed  upon  those  lands,  as  to 
insert  them  as  ncic^ives  ,to  that  late  renewal  of  our  charter;^ 

We  humbly  crave,  that  as  it  hath  been  his  majesty's  royal 
pleasure  to  manifest  his  ;tender  affection  to,  and  care  of  his  sub- 
jects' welfare  in  these  his  colonies  of  New-England,  in  sending 
over  his  honorable  commissioners io  compose  and  issue  those 
things  that  might  'be  of  itl  consequence  between  the  several 
colonies,  so  likewise  that  it  be  welt  pleasing  to  his  majesty, 
that  this  his  colony  of  ^Connecticut  might  be  freed  from  further 
trouble  or  inconvenience  by  this  claim,  that  wc  understand 
^ath  been  presented  by  the  Macquis  Hamilton. 
«  And  whereas,  your  honors  are  pleased  so  far  to  exercise 
your  thoMghts  about  the  .promotion  of  the  welfare  of  his  ma- 
jesty's subjects  in  this  his  colony,  as  to  vouchsafe  us  so  favora- 
ble a  tender  to  be  solicitors  in  our  behalf  to  his  majesty  our 
gracious  sovereign,  in  any  particulars  wherein  we  may  be  ad- 
vantaged, we  crave  your  honors'  assistance  as  followelh* 

1.  That  his  majesty  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  silence 
the  claim  of  Duke  Hamilton,  if  any  be  by  him  pretended  or 
presented,  to  any  tract  of  land  lying  or  being  within  the  pre- 
cincts of  our  charter  (renewed  and  estatDlished  to  us  by  bur 
royal  sovereign)  and  possessed  and  improved  by  several  poor 
people,  whose  progress  in  their  labors  and  endeavours  for 
their  subsistence  (at  the  best  very  mean)  will  be  impeded  and 
obstructed  through  fear  of  the  event  of  such  claims. 

2.  Whereas,  the  colony  is  at  a  very  low  ebb  in  respect  of 
traffick,  and  although,  out  of  a  respect  to  our  relation  to  the 
]Snglish  nation,  and  that  wc  might  be  accounted  a  peonle  un- 
der the  spvereignty  and  protection  of  his  majesty  the  Icing  of 
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England,  we  presumed  to  put  the  name  or  appellation  of  New^ 
London  upon  one  of  our  towns,  which  nature  hath  furnished 
with  a  safe  and  commodious  harbour,  though  but  a  poor  peo- 
ple, and  discapacitated  in  several  respects  to  promote  traf- 
fick ;  we  humbly  crave  of  our  gracious  sovereign,  that  he 
would  be  pleased  out  of  his  princely  bounty,  to  grant  it  be  a 
place  of  free  trade  for  seven,  ten,  or  twelve  years,  as  his  royal 
neart  shall  incline  to  confer  as  a  boon  upon  his  poor,  yet  loyal 
subjects. 

3.  We  request  of  your  honors,  1.  That  you  will  please  to 
represent  unto  his  majesty  our  allegiance,  with  our  ready  ac<r 
knowledgment  of  his  princely  grace  in  the  late  renewal  of  our 
charter.  2,  His  more  abundant  grace  in  rc-ratifying  our  privi- 
leges both  civil  and  ecclesiastic,  in  his  late  gracious  letter  sent 
to  us  by  your  honors.  3.  Our  ready  compliance  with  his  ma- 
jestv^s  royal  will  and  pleasure  therein  expressed.  4.  Our 
christian  moderation  to  men  of  difierent  persuasions.  5.  We 
^UKbbly  implore  the  continuance  of  the- shines  of  his  royal  fa- 
vprupon  our  mean  beginnings,  that  so  we  may  flourish  under 
the  benign  £tspect  of  our  lord  the  king.^ 

NUMBER  XXL 

Th^  fieverend  Mr.  John  Davenport"* s  resignation  o/"  Governor 
Hopkins^ s  donation  to  the  general  court  of  J^ew^Havenj  May 
4thj  1660. 

Quod  felix  faustumque  sit ! 

On  the  4th  day  of  the  fourth  month,  1660,  John  Davenport, 
pastor  of  the  church  of  Christ  at  New-Haven,  presented  to  th( 
honorable  general  court  at  New-Haven,  as  followetb ; 
Memorandum, 

I.  That,  sundry  years  past,  it  was  concluded  by  the  said 
general  court,  that  a  small  college,  such  as  the  day  of  small 
things  will  permit,  should  be  settled  in  New-Haven,  for  the 
education  of  youth  in  good  literature,  to  fit  them  for  public  ser- 
vices, in  church  and  commonwealth,  as  it  will  appear  in  the 
public  records. 

)I.  Thereupon,  the  said  John  Davenport,  wrote  unto  our 
honored  friena,  (Edward  Hopkins,  Esq.  then  living  in  London, 
the  result  of  those  consultations.  In  answer  whereunto,  the 
said  Edward  Hopkins  wrote  unto  the  said  John  Davenport,  a 
letter,  dated  the  30th  of  the  second  month,  called  April,  1656, 
beginning  with  these  words, 
Most  Dear  Sut, 

The  long  continued  respects  I  have  received  from  you,  but 

•  Tbii  19  aa  fttteited  copy,  m  the  old  letter  book,  p.  J28, 129, 130, 
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««pecially,  the  speakings  of  the  Lord  to  my  heart,  by  you, 
have  put  me  under  deep  obligations  to  love  and  a  return  of 
thanks  beyond  what  I  have  or  can  express,  &c.  Then  after 
other  passages  (which  being  secrets  hinder  me  from  shewing 
his  letters)  be  added  a  declaration  of  his  purpose  in  reference 
toXhe  college  about  which  I  wrote  unto  him,  That  which  the 
Lord  hath  given  me  in  those  parts,  I  ever  designed,  the  great- 
est part  of  it,  for  the  furtherance  of  the  work  of  Christ  in  those 
ends  of  the  earth,  and  if  I  understand  that  a  college  is  begun 
and  like  to  be  carried  on,  at  New*Haven,  for  the  good  of  pos- 
terity, I  shaJl  give  some  encouragement  thereunto.  These  are 
the  very  words  of  his  letter.     But, 

III.  Before  Mr.  Hopkins  could  return  an  answer  to  my  next 
letter  it  pleased  God  to  finish  bis  days  in  this  world :  There- 
fore, by  his  last  will  and  testament  (as  the  copy  thereof  trans* 
cribed  and  attested,  by  Mr.  Thomas  Yale,  doth  shew)  he  com- 
mitted the  whole  trust  of  disposing  his  estate  in  these  coun- 
tries (after  some  personal  legacies  were  paid  out)  unto  the 
public  uses  mentioned,  and  bequeathed  it  to  our  late  honored 
governor,  Theophilus  Eaton,  Esq.  his  father  in  law,  and  to  the 
aforesaid  John  Davenport,  and  joined  with  them,  in  the  same 
trust,  captain  John  CuUick,  and  Mr.  William  Goodwin. 

IV.  It  having  pleased  the  most  high  to  afflict  this  colony 
greatly  by  taking  from  it  to  himself,  our  former  ever  honored 
governor,  Mr.  Eaton,  the  surviving  trustees  and  legatees  met 
together,  to  consider  what  course  they  should  take  for  the  dis- 
charge of  their  trust,  and  agreed  that  each  of  them  should  have 
an  inventory  of  the  aforesaid  testator's  estate  in  New-England, 
in  houses  and  goods  and  lands,  (which  were  prized  by  some  in 
Hartford  intrusted  by  captain  Cullick  and  Mr.  Goocfwin)  and 
in  debts,  for  the  gathering  in  whereof  some  attorneys  were 
constituted,  empowered  and  employed  by  the  three  surviving 
trustees,  as  the  writing  in  the  magistrates'  hand  will  shew. 

V.  Afterwards,  at  another  meeting  of  the  said  trustees,  they 
considering  that  by  the  will  of  the  dead,  they  are  joined  to- 
gether in  one  common  trust,  agreed  to  act  together,  with  mu- 
tual consent,  in  performance  thereof;  and  considering,  that 
by  the  will  of  the  testator,  two  of  New-Haven  were  joined 
with  two  of  Hartford,  and  that  Mr.  Hopkins  had  declared  his 
purpose  to  further  the  college  intended  at  New-Haven,  they 
agreed  that  one  half  of  that  estate  which  should  be  gathered 
in,  should  be  paid  unto  Mr.  Davenport  for  New-Haven,  the 
other  half  to  captain  Cullick  and  Mr.  Goodwin,  to  be  improv- 
ed for  the  uses  and  ends  fore  noted  where  they  should  have 
power  to  perform  their  trust,  which,  because  they  would  not  ex- 
pect to  have  at  Hartford,  they  concluded  it  would  be  best  done 
by  them  in  that  new.  plantatioq  unto  which  sundry  of  Hartfi 
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were  to  remove,  and  were  now  gone :  yet  they  agreed  that  cmi 
of  the  whole  lOOl.  should  be  given  to  the  coilege  at  Cam- 
bridge,  in  the  bay  ;  the  estate  being  10601.  as  captain  Cuilick 
believed  it  would  be,  which  we  now  see  cause  to  aoobt,  by  rea- 
son of  the  sequestrations  laid  upon  that  estate,  and  still  con- 
tinued by  the  ^enerafcourt  at  Hartford,  whereupon  some  re- 
fuse to  pay  their  debts,  and  others  forsake  the  purchases  they 
had  made,  to  their  great  hindrance  of  performing  the  will  of  the 
deceased,  according  tolhe  trust  committed  to  them,  and  to  the 
great  endamagement  of  Ihe  estate. 

VI.  The  said  John  Davenport  acquainted  the  other  two 
trustees  with  his  purpose,  to  interest  the  honored  magistrates 
and  eld^s  of  this  colony  in  the  disposal  of  that  part  of  the  es- 
tate^  that  was  by  their  agreement  to  be  paid  thereunto,  for  the 
profaiovkig  the  college  work  in  a.  gradual  way,  for  the  education 
of  youth  in  good  literature,  so  &r  as  he  might,  with  preserving 
in  himself,  the  power  committed  to  him  for  the  discharge  of  his 
trust  :•  they  consented  thereunto.  Accordingly,  on  the  elec- 
tion day,  it  being  the  30th  day  of  the  third  month,  be  delivered 
up  unto  the  hands  of  the  honored  governor  and  magistrates  the 
writings  that  concern  this  business:  (viz.  the  copy  of  Mr. 
Hopkins  his  last  will  and  testament,  and  the  inventory  of  his 
estate  in  New-England,  and  the  appraisement  of  his  goods,  and 
jhe  writines  signed  by  the  surviving  trustees  for  their  attornies, 
and  some  letters  between  the  other  trustees  and  himself,)  ad- 
ding also  his  desire  of  some  particulars  for  the  well  performing 
the  trust  as  foUoweth : 
.  1.  He  desireth  of  New-rHaven  town. 

First  J  That  the  rent  of  the  oyster  shell  fields,  formerly  sepa- 
rated and  reserved  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  a  college,  be  paid 
from  this  time  forward,  towards  the  making  of  some  stock  for 
disbursements  of  necessary  charges  towards  the  college  till  it 
be  set  up,  and  afterwards  to  continue  for  a  yearly  rent  as  be- 
longing  to  it,  under  the  name  and  title  of  college  land. 

Secondly^  That  if  no  place  can  be  found  more  convenient, 
Mrs.  Eldred's  lot  be  given  for  the  use  of  the  college,  and  of 
the  colony  grammar  school,  if  it  be  in  this  town,  else  only  for 
the  college. 

T%irdli/y  That  parents  will  keep  such  of  their  sons  constantly 
to  learning  in  the  schools,  whom  they  intend  to  train  up  for 
pubHc  serviceableness,  and  that  all  their  sons  may  learn,  at 
least,  to  write  and  cast  up  accounts  competeatly,  aiKl  may  make 
aome  entrance  into  the  latin  tongue. 

Fowrthly^  That  if  the  colony  settle  401.  pec  annum,  for  a 
common  school,  and  shall  add  1001.  to  be  paid  towa^  tbe^ 
building  or  buying  of  a  school  bouse  and  library  in  this  town, 
•eeing  thereby  this  town  will  be  fi-eed  from  the  charges  which 
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(hey  have  been  at  hitherto  to  maintaio  a  town  school,  they 
would  consider  what  part  of  their  former  salary  may  be  stilt 
continued  for  future  supplies  towards  a  stock  for  necessary  ex«* 
penses  about  the  college  or  scbooL 

2.  He  humbly  desireth  the  honored  general  court  of  the  coU 
ony  of  New-Haven, 

Firstj  That  the  401.  per  annum  formerly  agreed  upon,  to  h% 
paid  by  the  several  plantations,  for  a  common  grammar  school^ 
oe  now  settled  in  one  of  the  plantations  which  they  shall  judge 
fittest,  and  that  a  school  master  may  forthwith  be  provided  to 
teach  the  three  languages,  Latin,  Greek,  and  Heorew,  so  far 
as  shall  be  necessary  to  prepare  them  for  the  college,  and  that 
if  it  can  be  accomplished,  tnat  such  a  school  master  be  settled 
by  the  end  of  this  summer,  or  the  beginning  of  winter.  The 
payments  from  the  several  plantations  may  begin  from  this 
time. 

Secondly^  That  if  the  com?K>n  school  be  settled  in  this  town, 
the  honored  governor,  magistrates,  elders,  and  deputies,  would 
solemnly  and  together  visit  the  grammar  school  once  every 
year,  at  the  court  for  elections,  to  examine  the  scholars'  pron- 
ciency  in  learning. 

Thirdly^  That  for  the  payments  to  be  made  by  the  planta« 
tions,  for  the  school,  or  out  of  Mr.  Hopkins'  estate,  towards 
the  college,  one  be  chosen  by  themselves,  under  the  name  and , 
title  of  steward,  or  receiver,  for  the  school  and  college,  to  whom 
such  payments  may  be  made,,  with  full  power  given  him  by 
the  court  to  demand  what  is  due,  and  to  prosecute  in  case  of 
neglect,  and  to  give  acquittances  in  case  of  due  payments  re^ 
ceived,  and  to  give  his  account  yearly  to  the  court,  and  to  dis- 

Jose  of  what  he  receiveth  in  such  provisions  as  cannot  be  well 
ept,  in  the  best  way  for  the  aforesaid  uses  according  to  ad^ 
vice. 

^  Faurthltfj  That  unto  that  end  a  committee  of  church  meub- 
bers  be  chosen  to  meet  together  and  consult  and  advise,  in 
emergent  difficult  cases,  that  may  concern  the  school  or  col- 
legcu  and  which  cannot  be  well  delayed  till  the  meeting  of  the 
general  court,  the  governor  being  always  the  chief  of  that  com- 
mittee. 

Fiflhljfj  The  said  John  Davenport  desireth,  that  while  it 
may  please  God  to  continue  his  life,  and  abode  in  this  place, 
(to  the  end  that  he  may  the  better  perform  his  trust)  in  refer- 
ence to  the  colIeee,»  that  he  be  always  consulted  in  difficult 
cases,  and  have  the  power  of  a  negative  vote,  to  hinder  any 
thing  from  being  acted  which  he  shall  prove  by  good  reason  to 
be  prejudicial  to  the  true  intendment  of  the  testator,  and  to  the 
true  end  of  this  work. 
Sixthly,  That  certain  orders  be  speedily  made  for  ^^ 
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school,  and  whenthe  college  Bkall  proceed,  for  it  also ;  that  the 
education  of  youth  may  be  cairied  on  suitably  to  Christ's 
ends,  by  the  counsel  of  the  teaching  elders  in  this  colony ;  and 
that  what  they  shall  conclude  with  consent,  being  approved  by 
the  honored  niagislrtlefli  be  ratified  by  the  general  court* 

Setenthltfy  Because  il  is  requisite  that  the  writings  which 
concern  Mr.  Hopkinshis  estate  be  safely  kept ;  in  order  there- 
unto, the  said  John  Davenport  desireth  that  a  convenient  chest 
be  made,  with  two  locks  and  two  keys,  and  be  placed  in  the 
house  of  the  governor,  or  of  the  steward,  in  some  safe  room, 
till  a  more  public  place  (as  a  library  or  the  like)  may  be  pre- 
pared ;  ana. that  one  key  be  in  the  hands  of  the  governor,  the 
other  in  the  steward's  hands.  That  in  this  chest  all  the  writ- 
ings now  delivered  by  him  to  the  magistrates  may  be  kept ; 
and  all  other  bills,  bonds,  acquittances,  orders,  or  whatsoever 
writings  that  may  concern  this  business  be  put  and  kept  there ; 
and  that  some  place  may  be  agreed  on  where  the  steward  or  re- 
ceiver may  lay  up  such  provisions  as  may  be  paid  in,  till  they 
may  be  disposed  of  for  the  good  of  the  school  or  college. 

Eighthly ^  Because  our  sight  is  narrow  and  weak,  in  viewing 
and  discerning  the  compass  of  things  that  are  before  us,  much 
more  in  foreseeing  future  contingencies,  he  further  craveth  lib- 
erty for  himself  and  other  elders  of  this  colony,  to  propound  to 
the  honored  governor  and  magistrates  what  hereafter  may  be 
found  to  be  conducible  to  the  well  carrying  on  of  this  trust,  ac- 
cordmg  to  the  ends  proposed,  and  that  such  proposals  may  be 
added  unto  these,  under  the  name  and  title  of  useful  addi- 
TiONALS  ;  and  confirmed  by  the  general  court. 

Lastly^  He  hopeth  he  shall  not  need  to  add,  what  he  ex- 
pressed by  word  of  mouth,  that  the  honored  general  court  will 
iiot  sufier  this  gift  to  be  lost  from  the  colony,  but  as  it  becom- 
eth  fathers  of  the  commonwealth,  will  use  all  good  endeavours 
to  get  it  into  their  hands,  and  to  assert  their  right  in  it  for  the 
common  good  ;  that  posteritv  may  reap  the  good  fruit  of  their 
labors,  and  wisdom,  and  faithfulness  ;  and  mat  Jesus  Christ 
may  have  the  service  and  honor  of  such  provision  made  for  his 
people ;  in  whom  I  rest. 

John  Davenport. 

NUMBER  XXII. 

LttUr  of  his  majesty  king  Charles  IL  to  Connecticut.  April  1 0/*, 

1666. 

CHARLES  R. 
TRUSTY  and  well  beloved,  we  greet  you  well,  having  re- 
ceived so  full  and  satis&ictory  aa  account  from  oujr  commii^ 
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sioners,  both  of  the  good  recefhion  you  have  given  them,  and 
also  of  your  dutifulness  and  obedBence  to  us,  we  cannot  but  let 
you  know  how  much  we  are  plenfied  therewith^  judging  that 
respect  of  yours  towards  our  officers  to  be  the  true  and  natural 
fruit  which  demonstrates  what  fideli^  and  affection  towards  us 
is  rooted  in  your  hearts ;  and  aIthoi)f;h  your  carriage  doth  of 
itself  most  jusdy  deserve  our  praise  and  approbation,  yet  it 
seems  to  be  set  off  with  the  more  lustre  .by  the  contrary  de- 
portment of  the  colony  of  the  Massachusetts,  as  if  by  their  re- 
fractoriness they  had  designed  to  recoaimend  and  heighten  the 
merit  of  your  compliance  with  our  directions,  for  the  peacea- 
ble and  good  government  of  our  subjects  in  those  parts :  you 
may  therefore  assure  yourselves  that  we  shall  never  be  un- 
mindful of  this  your  loyal  and  dutiful  behaviour,  but  shall,  upoo 
all  occasions,  take  notice  of  it  to  your  advantage,  promising 
you  our  constant  protection  and  royal  favor,  in  all  things  that 
may  concern  your  safety,  peace  and  welfare ;  and  so  we  bid 
you  farewell.  Given  at  our  court,  at  AVhitehall,  the  10th  day 
of  April,  1666,  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  our  reign.  By  his  ma< 
jesty's  command, 

William  Morrice. 
Supercribed  to  our  trusty  and  well  beloved, 

the  governor  and  council  of  the  colony  of 

Connecticut,  in  New-England. 

NUMBER  XXIII. 
An  address  to  king  Wxlliamj  June  13/A,  1689. 

• 

To  the  king's  most  excellent  majesty. 
The  humble  address  of  your  majesty^s  dutiful  and  loyal  sub- 
jects^ the  governor  and  company  of  your  majesty's  colony  of 
Connecticut,  in  New-England. 

Great  Sovereign, 
GREAT  was  that  day,  when  the  Lord,  who  sitteth  upon^i 
the  floods,  and  sitteth  king  forever,  did  divide  his  and  your  ad- 
versaries from  one  another,  like  the  waters  of  Jordan  forced 
to  stand  upon  an  heap,  and  did  begin  to  magnify  you  like  Josh- 
ua, in  the  sight  of  all  Israel,  by  those  great  actions  that  were 
so  much  for  the  honor  of  God,  and  the  deliverance  of  the  Eng- 
lish dominions  from  popery  and  slavery,  and  all  this  separated 
from  those  sorrows  that  usually  attend  the  introducing  of  a 
peaceable  settlement  in  any  troubled  state ;  all  which  ooth  af- 
fect us  with  the  sense  of  our  duty  to  return  the  highest  praise 
unto  the  King  of  Kings,  and  Lord  of  Hosts,  and  bless  Hitf^ 
who  hath  delighted  in  you,  to  sit  you  on  the  throne  of  his  l8<^ 
racl,  and  to  say  because  the  Lord  loved  Israel  forever,  there^. 

S3 
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fore  hatb  he  mnAe  ytM  king  to,  do  justice  and  judgment,  &€»• 
also  humble  and  hearty  acknowledgment  for  'that  great  zeai^ 
that  by  your  majesty  hath  been  expressed  in  those  basards^ 
you  have  put  your  royal  person  to,  and  in  the  expense  of  sa 
great  treairure  in  the  defence  of  the  protcstant  interesL  In  the 
consideration  of  all  which,  we,  your  majesty's  dutiful  and  loy- 
al subjects  of  youf  said  colony,  are  encouraged  humbly  to  inti- 
mate that  we,  with  much  favor,  obtained  a  charter  of  king 
Charles  the  II.  of  happy  memory,  bearing  date  April  23u, 
1662,  in  the  14lh  year  of  his  reign,  granted  to  the  governor 
and  company  of  his  majesty^s  colony  of  Connecticut,  the  ad- 
vantages and  priviJeges  whereof  maac  us  indeed  a  very  happy 
EeOple,  and  by  the  blessing  of  God  upon  our  endeavours,  we 
ave  made  a  considerable  improvement  of  your  dominions 
here;  which,  with  the  defence  of  ourselves  from  the  force  of 
both  foreign  and  intestine  enemies,  has  cost  u»  much  expense 
of  treasure  and  blood ;  yet  in  the  second  year  of  the  reign  of 
his  late  majesty  king  James  the  Il>  we  had  a  quo^warranto  serv- 
ed upon  us  by  Edward  Randolpii,  requiring  our  appearance 
before  his  majesty^s  court,  in  England ;  anu  although  the  time 
of  our  appearance  was  elapsed  before  the  servine  the  said  quo- 
warranto,  yet  we  humbly  petitioned  his  majesty  Tor  his  favor, 
and  the  continuance  of  our  charter,  with  the  privileges  there- 
of;  but  we  received  no  odier  favor  but  a  second  quo-mcNrrantOj 
and  we  well  observing  that  the  charter  of  London,  and  other 
considerable  cities  in  England  were  condemned,  and  that  the 
charter  of  the  Massachusetts  had  undergone  the  like  fate,  plain- 
ly saw  what  we  might  eicpect,  yet  we  not  judging  it  good  or 
lawful  to  be  active  m  surrendering  what  had  cost  us  so  deavr 
nor  to  be  altogether  silent,  we  empowered  an  attorney  to  ap- 
pear on  our  behalf,  and  to  prefer  our  humble  address  to  his 
majesty,  to  entreat  his  favor  quickly  upon  it ;  but  as  Sir  Ed- 
mond  Andross  informed  us  he  was  impowcred  by  his  majesty 
to  regain  the  surrender  of  our  charter,  if  we  saw  meet  so  la  do, 
and  to  take  ourselves  under  his  government ;  also  colonel 
Thomas  Dungan,  his  majesty's  govenior  of  New- York,  labor- 
ed to  gain  us  over  to  his  government :  we  withstood  all  these 
motions,  and  in  our  reiterated  addresses,  we  petitioned  his 
majesty  to  continue  us  in  the  full  and  free  enjoyment  of  our 
liberties  and  property,  civil  and  sacred,  according  to  our  char- 
ter. We  also  petitioned,  that  if  his  majesty  should  not  see 
meet  to  continue  vifi  as  we  were,  but  was  resolved  to  annex  us 
to  some  other  government,  we  then  desired,  that  (in  as  much  as 
Boston  had  been  our  old  correspondents,  and  people  whose 
principles  and  manners  we  had  been  acquainted  with)  we 
might  be  annexed  rather  to  Sir  Edmund  Andross  hk  govern- 
ment, than  to  colonel  Dungan's,  which  choice  ofnMirs  was 
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taken  for  a  resignation  of  our  government,  though  that  wafi 
never  intended  by  us  for  such,  nor  had  it  the  formalities  in  law 
to  make  it  a  resignation,  as  we  humbly  conceive,  yet  Sir  Ed- 
mund Andross  was  commissioned,  by  his  majesty,  to  take  us 
under  his  government ;  pursuant  to  wtrich  about  the  end  of  Oc- 
tober, 1687,  he  with  a  company  of  gendemen  and  grenadiers, 
to  the  number  of  sixty  or  upwards  came  to  Hartford  (the  chief 
seat  of  this  government)  caused  his  commission  to  be  read  and 
declared  our  government  to  be  dissolved,  and  put  into  com- 
mission, both  civil  and  military  officers  through  our  colonv,  as 
he  pleased,  where  he  passed  through  the  principal  parts  tncre^ 
ot  The  good  people  of  the  colony,  though  they  were  under 
a  great  sense  of  the  injuries  they  sustained  hereby,  yet  chose 
rather  to  be  silent  and  patient  than  to  oppose,  being  indeed 
surprised  into  an  involuntary  submission  to  an  arbitary  power, 
but  when  the  government  we  were  thus  put  under,  seemed  to 
us,  to  be  determined,  and  we  being  in  daily  fear  and  hazard  of 
those  many  inconveniences,  that  will  arise  from  a  people  in 
want  of  government,  being  also  in  continual  danger  of  our  lives 
by  reason  of  the  natives  being  at  war  with  us,  with  whom  we 
had  just  fears  of  our  neighbouring  French  to  join,  not  receiving 
^any  order  or  direction  what  method  to  take  for  our  security,  wc 
were  necessitated  to  put  ourselves  into  some  form  of  govern- 
ment, and  there  being  none  so  famiJiar  to  us  as  that  of  our 
charter,  nor  what  we  could  make  so  effectual  for  the  gaining 
ihe  universal  compliance  of  the  people,  and  having  never  re- 
ceived any  intimation  of  an  enrolment  of  that,  which  was  in^ 
terpreted  a  resignation  of  our  charter,  we  have  presumed,  I^ 
the  consent  of  the  major  part  of  the  freemen,  assembled  for 
that  end.  May  9th,  1689,  to  resume  our  government,  according 
to  the  rules  of  our  charter,  and  this  to  continue  till  further  or- 
der, yet  as  we  iiave  thus  presumed  to  dispose  ourselves,  not 
waiting  orders  from  your  majesty,  we  humbly  submit  ourselves 
herein,  intreating  your  majesty's  most  gracious  pardon,  and 
that  what  our  urgent  necessity  hath  put  upon  us,  may  no  ways 
interrupt  your  majesty's  grace  and  favor  towards  us,  your 
most  humble  and  dutiful  ^subjects,  but  that  in  your  clemency 
you  would  be  pleased  to  grant  us  such  directions  as  to  your 
princely  wisdom  may  seem  meet,  with  such  ratifications  and 
confirmations  of  our  charter,  in  the  full  and  free  enjoyment  of 
all  our  properties,  privileges,  and  liberties  both  civil  and  sa- 
cred, as  therein  granted  to  us,  by  your  rojral  predecessor,  Jting 
Charles  the  11.  which  may  yet  further  insure  it  an  inheritance 
to  us  and  our  posterities  after  us,  with  what  farther  grace  and 
favor  your  royal  and  enlarged  heart  may  be  moved  to  confer 
upon  UB }  which,  we  trust,  we  shall  not  forget  nor  be  unprofita- 
ble under ;  but  as  we  have  this  day  with  the  greatest  czprcs- 
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sions  of  joy,  proclaimed  your  maiesty  and  royal  consort  kio^ 
and  queen  of  England,  France,  and  Ireland,  with  the  dominions 
thereto  belonging,  so  we  shall  ever  pray,  that  God  would  grant 
your  majesties  long  to  live,  and  prosperously  to  reign  over  all 
your  dominions,  and  that  great  and  happy  work  you  have  be- 
gun may  be  prospered  here  and  graciously  rewarded  with  a 
crown  of  glory  hereafter. 

Robert  Treat,  Governor. 
Per  order  of  the  general  court  of  Connecticut,  signed, 

John  Allbn,  Secretary. 

NUMBER  XXIV. 

Letter  to  governor  Leisler^  requiring  the  release  of  major^genem 
ral  tfinthropy  i^c*  September  Istj  1690. 

Hartford,  Sept.  Ist,  1690« 
Honorable  Sir, 
BY  an  express  from  our  captains,  at  Albany,  of  the  37th 
August  last,  we  are  certified,  that  major-general  Winthrop  is 
made  a  prisoner,  and  that  on  our  officers'  request  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  fort  for  his  liberty  to  officiate  in  the  army,  your- 
self being  present  at  Albany,  their  answer  was,  that  if  they 
would  speak  with  the  general,  they  might  go  to  York ;  also  that 
our  commissary  is  under  restraint ;  these  are  very  unexpected 
and  surprising  as  well  as  grievous  tidings  to  us,  and  put  us  upon 
signifying  to  you,  that  it  was  upon  a  certain  knowledge  of  ma- 

{'  >r  Winthrop^s  fidelity,  prudence,  and  valor,  that  we  did  solicit 
im  to  undertake  this  service,  and  used  our  interest  in  the  Mas- 
sachusetts gentlemen  to  prevail  with  him  therein,  who  having 
the  same  confidence  in  his  virtues  did  so,  and  we  thereon  re- 
commended him  to  you,  who  gave  us  to  understand  as  great  a 
value  of  him,  and  therefore  desired  his  acceptance,  which  his 
honor  accepting,  though  he  were  worthy  of  a  tenfold  greater 
command,  he  waited  on  you  and  his  country ;  sir,  these  things 
are  so  radicated  in  all  New-England,  that  your  thus  dealing 
pannot  raise  a  jealousy  in  us  of  any  thing  unworthy  so  gener- 
ous a  soul,  as  is  this  gentleman,  and  though  in  honor  to  you, 
in  your  present  capacity,  we  will  suspend  any  censures  which 
we  might  make  on  your  unadvisedness  in  this  action,  yet  we 
must  in  justice  remember  you  of  that  article  concluded  by  the 
fcommissioners  at  York,  whereof  you  were  one,  namely,  wha^t 
was  referred  to  the  commander  in  chief  and  his  council  of  war, 
which  you  in  particular  are  not  to  overrule;  if  the  return  from 
Wood  Creek,  done  by  a  council  of  war,  be  the  matter  which 
offends  you,  as  it  is  generally  said  to  be,  consider  how  fair  that 
prticle,  and  the  reason  it  iis  grounded  on,  lead  to  it|  «lso,  that 
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the  anny  being  confederate,  if  you  be  concerned  so  are  we, 
and  the  rest,  and  that  you  alone  should  judge  upon  the  gene- 
ral's and  council  of  war's  actions,  will  infringe  our  liberty  ; 
but  that  which  is  worst  in  event  is,  that  such  actions  will  ren« 
der  our  friendly  correspondence  too  weak,  to  join  in  future  at- 
tempts, which  we  may  have  but  too  much  occasion  for ;  for  if 
our  sending  our  best  frien4|  to  join  with  you,  prove  a  pitfall 
to  them,  it  will  necessitate  ouV  future  forbearance,  whatever  the 
consequence  be. 

Ana  sir,  you  necessitate  us  to  tell  you,  that  a  prison  is  not  a 
catholicon  for  all  state  maladies,  though  so  much  used  by  you, 
nor  are  you  incapable  of  need  of,  nor  aid  from  their  majesty's 
subjects  in  New-England ;  nor  could  you  in  any  one  action 
have  more  disobliged  all  New-England,  and  if  you  shall  pro- 
ceed in  this  way,  you  will  certainly  put  all  that  gentleman^s 
friends  on  his  vindication,  be  the  matter  controverted  what  it 
will,  he  is  of  such  estate  and  repute,  as  could  not  shun  a  just 
trial,  and  if  your  adherence  to  Mr.  Milborn  f  whose  spirit  we 
have  sufficient  testimony  of,)  and  other  emulators  of  the  ma- 
jor's honor,  be  greater  than  to  ourselves  and  the  gentlemen  of 
the  bay,  you  may  boast  of  the  exchange,  by  what  profit  yoa 
find.  Sir,  you  cannot  expect  but  we  shall  be  warm  with»  these 
matters,  unless  you  prevent  us  by  a  timely  and  honorable  re- 
lease of  the  major,  which  is  th^e  thing  we  advise  unto,  and  de- 
sire to  hear  from  you  with  all  speed,  what  our  expectations 
may  be  on  this  account.  We  are  givine  account  of  this  matter 
to  the  governor  and  council  of  Massachusetts,  it  is  justly  ex- 
pected that  yojur  declaration  to  us  all  of  the  grounds  of  this 
your  action,  should  have  been  as  forward  as  the  thing  itself* 
We  also  move  you  to  set  our  commissary  at  liberty,  since  he  is 
of  such  use  to  our  soldiers  as  he  cannot  be  spared. 

NUMBER  XXV. 

The  determination  of  the  king,  in  council,  relative  to  the  militia 

of  Connecticut,  April  19tA,  1694. 

A  PETITION  having  been  presented  to  his  majesty,  by  ma- 
jor-general Fitz  John  Winthrop,  agent  for  the  English  colony 
of  Connecticut,  in  New-Endand,  in  America,  in  behalf  of  the 
said  colony,  by  the  name  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the 
Eni^lish  colony  of  Connecticut,  in  New-England,  in  America, 
setting  forth,  that  the  petitioners  by  letters  patents,  under  the 
great  seal  of  England,  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  the 
late  king  Charles  the  second,  were  incorporated  by  the  name 
of  the^gDVemor  and  company  of  the  English  colony  of  Connec- 
ti,cut,  ip  4bicrica,  with  powers  as  well  for  the  civil  adminj!»tni- 
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Cion  of  affairs,  as  tlie  lieutenancy  for  the  ordering,  arraying, 
modelling,  and  conducting  the  militia,  for  the  special  defence 
of  the  colony  ;  that  from  the  date  of  the  said  grant,  until  the 
month  of  October  Ust,  they  have  enjoyed  the  said  liberties  and 
privileges,  without  forfeiture  or  molestation,  except  some  inter- 
ruption they  received  in  the  reign  of  king  James  the  second ; 
that  colonel  Fletcher,  governor  of  New- York,  in  October  last, 
by  color  of  his  majesty's  commission,  whereby  for  the  uni^ng 
the  forces  of  the  said  province  and  colony,  he  was  created  colb- 
mander  in  chief  of  the  militia  of  the  said  colony,  did  demand  of 
the  petitioners  not  only  to  submit  to  him,  as  lieutenant  ^neral 
and  commander  in  chief  over  the  full  quota  of  the  militia  of 
that  colony,  in  conjunction  with  those  of  New-York  and  the 
adjacent  governments,  but  likewise  the  particular  lieutenancy 
of  thr  said  colony  and  the  power  of  assessing,  modelUog:,  and 
estal'  liing  the  militia  thereof,  the  petitioners  therefore  hum<f 
bly  praying  the  said  commission  may  receive  such  explana- 
tion and  restriction,  as  to  his  majesty  in  his  xoyal  justice  and 
wisdom  shall  seem  meet ;  and  his  majesty  having  been  pleased 
to  refer  the  said  petition  to  the  right  honorable  the  lords  <^  the 
committee  of  trade  and  plantations  to  consider  the  matter  of 
the  said  petition^  and  to  report  what  they  conceive  fit  for  his 
majesty  to  do  therein ;  and  the  lords  of  the  committee  having 
received  the  report  of  their  majesty's  attorney  general  and  so- 
licitor general  upon  the  o^tter  of  the  said  petition,  together 
with  the  address  of  the  colony  of  Rhode-Island,  and  touching 
the  uniting  the  strength  of  those  colonies  again^^  the  French, 
which  report  is  in  the  words  following, 
May  it  please  your  lordships^ 
In  obedience  to  your  lordship's  comonands  iigiii6ed  ix>  us  by 
Mr.  Blathwait,  the  2dof  Jaouaiy  and  the  Sd  of  Febmaiy  Jast, 
by  which  we  were  to  consider  the  several  charters  of  Connec* 
ticut  and  Rhode-Island,  and  the  grants  of  east  and  west  New- 
Jersey,  and  to  report  our  opinion  upon  the  whole  matter  what 
may  be  done  for  the  uniting  tl»e  strength  of  those  colonies  and 
New- York  under  a  chief  commander,  to  be  commissioned  by 
their  majesties,  for  the  defence  of  their  majesty's  subjects  in 
those  parts  against  the  French,  and  also  to  consider  the  an- 
nexed copy  of  the  petition  of  the  governor  and  company  of 
Connecticut,  and  to  report  our  opinion  thereupon*  we  bave 
considered  the  matter  to  us  referred,  and  do  find  that  king 
Charles  the  II.  by  his  charier,  dated  the  23d  of  April,  in  the 
14th  year  of  his  reign,  did  incorporate  John  Winthrop,  and 
several  other  persons  therein  named  and  all  others  who  then 
were  or  after  should  be  admitted  and  made  free  fii  the  compa- 
ny, to  be  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  governor  cmd  com- 
pany of  the  English  colony  of  Connecticut  in  NewvjBnglaad  ii\ 
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America,  with  such  powers,  privileges  and  capacities,  as  are 
usiially  granted  to  corporations  of  like  nature,  and  to  have  con* 
tinuance  and  succession  forever,  and  therein  the  bounds  of 
the  colony  are  described  and  a  erant  thereby  made  to  the  cor^ 
poration  of  all  land,  soil,  ground,  havens,  ports,  jurisdictions, 
royahies,  privileges,  franchises  and  hereditaments,  within  the 
same  or  thereunto  belonging,  to  be  holden  to  the  corporation 
and  their  successors  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  themselves  and 
their  associates,  freemen  of  that  colony,  their  heirs  and  assigns 
of  the  kings  of  England,  as  of  the  manor  of  East-Green  wich,%7 
the  5th  part  of  the  ore  oif  gold  and  silver  there  found,  with  pow- 
er to  the  corporation  to  make  laws,  elect  governors,  deputy 
gov^nors  and  assistants,  erect  judicatures  and  courts,  and 
choose  officers  for  the  civil  government,  and  thereby  also  pow- 
er is  granted  to  the  chief  commanders,  governors  and  officers 
of  the  company  and  others  inhabiting  there,  by  their  leave  or 
direction  for  their  special  defence  and  safety,  to  assemble, •roar-* 
tially  array  and  put  in  warlike  posture  the  inhabitants  of  the 
colony,  and  to  commission  such  persons  as  they  should  think 
fit  to  lead  and  conduct  the  inhabitants,  and  to  encounter,  resist, 
kill  and  slay  all  that  should  attempt  or  interpose  the  invasion 
or  annoyance  of  the  inhabitants  or  plantations,  and  to  exercise 
martial  laws  and  take  and  surprise  the  invaders  or  attemptors 
of  the  plantation  or  hurt  of  the  company  and  inhabitants,  and, 
on  just  occasion,  to  invade  and  destroy  the  natives  or  other 
enemies  of  the  colony. 

We  also  find  that  king  Charles  the  II.  in  the  15th  year  of  his 
reien  did  incorporate  divers  persons  by  name,  and  such  others 
as  then  were,  or  after  should  be  admitted  and  free  of  the  com- 
pany by  the  name  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  English 
colony  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  plantation,  in  New- 
England  in  America,  and  j^rantcd  them  in  effect  the  like  pow- 
ers and  authorities  both  civil  and  military,  as  are  before  men- 
tioned to  be  granted  to  Connecticut. 

We  find  that  the  civil  government,  in  those  plantations  or 
colonies,  executed  the  .military  powers  conferred  by  the  char- 
ters ;  but  that  their  majesties,  in  the  third  year  of  their  reign^ 
by  their  commission,  constituted  Sir  William  Phipps,  lieuten- 
ant and  commander  in  chief  of  the  militia  and  of  the  forces  by 
gea  and  land  within  the  colonies  of  Connecticut,  Rhode-Island 
and  Providcace  plantation,  king's  province  and  province  of 
New-Hampshire,  and  all  forts  and  places  of  strength  in  the 
game  with  several  powers  and  authorities,  and  that  their  majes- 
ties by  their  commission  under  the  great  seal,  dated  the  10th 
of  June,  1693,  revoked  so  much  of  Sir  William  Phipps  his 
commission  and  powers,  as  related  to  the  colony  of  Connectir 
rut,  and  by  the  same  commission  constituted  benjamin  Fletcb«' 
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er,  Esq.   their  maiesty^s  captain  general  and  comoiander  id 
chief  of  New- York,  Pennsylvania,  New-Casde,  and  the  terri- 
tories and  tracts  of  land  depending  thereupon,  to  be  the  com« 
mander  in  chief  of  the  militia  and  of  all  the  forces  by  sea  and 
land  within  the  colony  of  Connecticut  and  of  all  forts  and  pla- 
ces of  strength  within  the  same,  with  power  to  levy,  arm,  mus- 
ter, command,  or  employ  the  militia  of  the  said  colony,  and 
upon  any  necessary  and  urgent  occasion,  during  this  war,  to 
transfer  to  the  province  of  New- York,  and  frontiers  of  the 
same,  for  resisting  and  withstanding  enemies,  pirates  and  re^- 
bels,  both  at  land  and  sea,  and  defence  of  that  province  and 
colony,  of  which  commission  and  the  large  powers  therein  con- 
tained as  to  Connecticut,  the  colony  of  Connecticut  by  ^eir 
annexed  petition  do  complain  and  pray  redress  against  the 
exercise  of  it,  in  such  manner  over  the  whole  militia,  and 
therein  shew  their  reasons  against  it.     We  have  heard  colonel 
Winthrop  and  his  council,  on  the  behalf  of  the  colony  of  Con- 
necticut, and  Mr.  Almey  and  his  council,  on  the  behalf  of 
Rhode-Island  and  Providence  plantation,  and  Dr.  Cox  ap- 
peared on  the  behalf  of  east  and  west  Ne^-Jersey,  and  pro- 
duced some  writings,  shewing  how  the  same  were  grantedf  out 
from  the  crown  to  the  duke  of  York,  and  by  the  duke  of  York 
to  others,  but  the  Dr.  not  claiming  any  title  to  himself  it  doth 
not  appear  to  us  in  whom  the  estate  in  law  of  those  places  or 
of  the  government  thereof,  civil  or  military^  doth  now  reside, 
nor  how  the  same  is  exercised.     But  having  read  the  annexed 
estimate  from  Mr.  Blathwait,  we  communicated  the  same  to  the 
agents  for  Connecticut,  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  planta- 
tion, who  declared  their  readiness  during  times  of  danger  to 
provide  their  respective  quotas  therein  contained,  and  in  case 
of  increase  of  danger,  or  other  necessary  occasions,  daring  the 
continuance  thereof,  their  respective  quotas  to  be  proportion- 
ably  increased  with  other  colonies  ;  but  as  to  the  remaining 
militia   beyond  the  quotas  (which  it  seems  in  those  countries 
consists  of  all  males  between  sixteen  and  sixty  years  of  age) 
they  humbly  desire  that  it  may  remain  under  the  ordinary  and 
usual  government  and  command  of  the  colonies  according  to 
their  charters,  and  not  to  be  commanded  out,  unless  in  times 
of  actual  invjasion  or  imminent  danger,  for  the  necessary  pre- 
servation  of  some  of  the  colonies,  and  at  such  times   only 
when  such  of  the  colonics  whereout  the  forces  shall  be  drawn, 
are  not  in  danger,  and  that  at  all  times  a  sufficient  power  of 
the  militia  may  be  always  kept  in  each  colony  under  the  power 
of  the  government  of  it,  for  the  safety  and  necessary  preserva- 
tion thereof. 

We  are  humbly  of  opinion  that  the  charters  and  grants  of 
those  colonies  do  give  the  ordinary  power  of  the  militia  to  the 
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respective  governments  thereof;  but  do  also  conceive  that 
their  majesties  may  constitute  a  chief  commander,  who  may 
have  authority,  at  all  times,  to  command  or  order  such  propor- 
;r  tion  of  the  forces  of  such  colony  or  plantation,  as  their  majes- 
ties shall  think  fit ;  and  farther,  in  times  of  invasion  and  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy,  with  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the 
governors  of  the  colonies,  to  conduct  and  command  the  rest  of 
the  forces  for  the  preservation  and  defence  of  such  of  those 
colonies  as  shall  most  stand  in  need  thereof,  not  leaving  the 
rest  unprovided  of  a  competent  force  for  their  defence  and 
safety  ;  but  in  time  of  peace,  and  when  the  danger  is  over,  the 
militia  within  each  of  the  said  provinces  ought,  as  we  humbly 
conceive,  to  be  under  the  government  and  dispositions  of  the 
respective  governors  of  the  said  colonies,  according  to  their 
charters. 

All  which,  nevertheless,  is  most  humbly  submitted  to  your 
lordships'  great  wisdom* 

Edward  Ward, 
Thomas  Treves* 

2d  April,  1694. 

And  the  lords  of  the  committee  having  presented  to  his  ma- 
jesty\s  council  the  report  of  Mr.  attorney  and  Mr.  solicitor 
general  upon  the  matters  above  mentioned,  his  majesty,  in 
council,  is  pleased  to  approve  the  said  report,  and  to  signify 
his  pleasure,  that  the  quota,  not  exceeding  one  hundrea  and 
twenty  men,  be  the  measure  of  the  assistance  to  be  given  by 
the  colony  of  Connecticut,  and  all  times  during  war  to  be 
commanded  by  the  governor  of  New- York ;  and  the  right  hon»- 


governor  of  New- York  and  Connecticut  accordingly. 

William  Bripgeman^ 
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THE  GREAT  PATENT  OF  NEW-ENGLANI>. 

JAMES^  by  the  grace  of  Gody  King  of  England^   Scollandf. 
France^  and  Ireland^  Defender  of  the  Faith^  ^c. 

TO  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting : — 
Whereas,  upon  the  huD^bre  petition  of  divers  of  our  irell 
disposed  subjects,  that  intended  to  make  several  plantations 
in  the  parts  of  America,  between  the  degrees  of  thirty- four  and 
forty-five,  We,  according  to  our  princely  inclination,  favouring 
much  their  worthy  disposition,  in  hope  thereby  to  advance  the 
enlargement  of  the  christian  religion,  to  the  glory  of  God  Al- 
iQighty,  as  also  by  that  means  to  stretch  out  the  bounds  of  our 
dominions,  and  to  replenish  those  deserts  with  people,  govern- 
ed by  laws  and  magistrates,  for  the  more  peaceable  commerce 
of  all  that  in  time  to  come  shall  have  occasion  to  traffic  into 
those  territories,  granted  unto  Sir  Thottias  Gates,  Sir  George 
Summers,  knights,  Thomas  Hamon,  and  Raleigh  Gilbert, 
Esquires,  and  others  their  associates,  for  the  more  speedy  ac- 
cotbplishment  thereof,  by  our  letters  patents,  bearing  date  the 
10th  day  of  April,  in  the  fourth  year  of  our  reign  of  England, 
France,  and  IrcTand,  and  of  Scotland  the  fortieth,  free  liberty 
to  divide  themselves  into  two  several  colonies ;  the  one  called 
the  first  colony,  to  be  undertaken  and  advanced  by  certain 
knights,  gentlemen,  and  merchants,  in  and  about  our  city  of 
London  ;  the  other,  called  the  second  colony,  to  be  underta- 
ken and  advanced  by  certain  knights,  gentlemen,  merchants, 
and  their  associates,  in  or  about  our  cities  of  Bristol,  Ezon, 
and  our  town  of  Ply  month,  and  other  places,  as  in  and  by  our 
said  letters  patents,  amongst  other  things  more  at  large,  it  doth 
and  may  appear. 

And  whereas,  since  that  time,  upon  the  humble  petition  of 
the  said  adventurers  and  ptanters  of  the  said  first  colony,  we 
have  been  graciously  pleased  to  make  them  one  distinct  and 
entire  body  by  themselves,  giving  unto  them  their  distinct  lim- 
its and  bounds : 

And  have,  upon  their  like  humble  request,  granted  uato 
them  divers  liberties,  privileges,  enlargements,  and  immuni- 
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ties,  as  in  and  by  our  several  letters  patents,  it  doth  and  may 
more  at  large  appear* 

Now  forasmuch  as  we  have  been,  in  like  manner,  humbly 
petitioned  unto  by  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  servant,  Sir 
Fcrdinando  Gorges,  knight,  captain  of  our  fort  and  island,  by 
Plymouth,  and  by  certain  the  principal  knights. and  gentlemen 
adventurers  of  the  said  second  colony,  and  by  divers  other 
persons  of  quality,  who  now  intend  to  be  iheir  associates,  di- 
vers of  which  have  been  at  great  and  exjLraordinary  charges, 
and  sustained  many  losses,  in  seeking  and  discovering  a  place 
fit  and  convenient  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  hopeful  planta- 
tion, and  have,  divers  years  past,  by  God's  assistance,  and 
their  own  endeavours,  taken  actual  possession  of  the  continent 
hereafter  mentioned,  in  our  name,  and  jLo  our  use,  as  sovereira 
lord  thereof,  and  have  settled  already  some  of  our  people  in 
places  agreeable  to  their  desires  in  those  parts,  and  in  confi- 
dence of  prosperous  success  therein,  by  the  continuance  of 
God's  divine  blessing,  and  our  royal  permission,  have  resolvedy 
}n  a  more  plentiful  and  effectual  manner,  to  prosecute  the 
same ;  and  to  that  purpose  and  intent,  have  desired  of  us,  for 
their  better  encouragement  and  satisfaction  therein,  and  that 
they  may  avoid  all  confusion,  questions,  or  differences  between 
themselves  and  those  of  the  said  first  colony^  that  we  would 
likewise  be  graciously  pleased  to  make  certain  adventurers, 
intending  to  erect  and  establish  fishery,  trade,  and  plantation, 
within  the  territories,  precincts,  and  limits  of  the  said  second 
colony,  and  their  successors,  one  several  distinct  and  entire 
body,  and  to  grant  unto  them  such  estate,  liberties,  privileges, 
enlargements,  and  in^munities  there,  as  are  in  those,  our  letters 
patents,  hereafter  particularly  expressed  and  declared. 

And  forasmuch  as  we  have  been  certainly  given  to  under- 
;stand,  by  divers  of  our  good  subjects,  that  have,  for  these  many 
years  past,  frequented  those  coasts  and  territories  between  the 
degrees  of  forty  and  forty-eight,  that  there  is  no  other  the  sub- 
jects of  any  christian  king  or  state,  by  any  authority  from  their 
sovereign  lords  or  princes,  actually  in  possession  of  any  the 
jsaid  land3  or  precincts,  whereby  any  right,  claim,  interest,  or 
title,  may,  might,  or  ought,  bv  that  means  accrue,  belong,  07 
appertain  unto  them,  or  any  of  them. 

And  also,  for  that  we  have  been  further  given  certainly  tQ 
know,  that  if  ithin  these  late  years,  there  hath,  by  God's  visit- 
ation, reigned  a  wonderful  plague,  together  with  many  horrible 
slaughters  and  murders,  committed  amongst  the  savages  and 
British  people  there  heretofore  inhabiting,  in  a  manner  to  the 
utter  destruction,  devastation,  and  depopulation  of  that  whole 
territory,  so  as  there  is  not  left,  for  many  leagues  together,  iri 
1  manner,  any  that  do  claim  or  challenge  any  kind  of  interest 
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therein,  nor  any  other  superior  lord  or  sovereign,  to  make 
claim  thereunto,  whereby  we,  in  our  judgment,  are  persuaded 
and  satisfied,  that  the  appointed  time  is  come  in  which  Almigh- 
ty God,  in  his  ereat  goodness  and  bounty  towards  us,  and  our 
people,  hath  thought  fit  and  determined,  that  those  large  and 
goodly  terrilories,  deserted  as  it  were  by  their  natural  inhabit- 
ants, should  be  possessed  and  enjoyed  by  such  of  our  subjects 
and  people,  as  heretofore  have,  and  hereafler  shall,  by  his 
mercy  and  favour,  and  by  his  powerful  arm,  be  directed  and 
conducted  thither;  in  the  contemplation  and  serious  considera- 
tion whereof,  we  have  thought  it  fit,  according  to  our  kingly 
duty,  so  much  as  in  us  lieth,  to  second  and  follow  God^s  sa- 
cred jiifill,  rendering  reverend  thanks  to  his  Divine  Majesty, 
for  his  gracious  favour  in  laying  open  and  revealing  the 
same  unto  us,  before  any  other  christian  prince  or  state;  by 
which  means,  without  offence,  and,  as  we  trust,  to  his  glory, 
we  may  with  boldness  go  on  to  the  settling  of  so  hopeful  a 
work,  which  tendeth  to  the  reducing  and  conversion  of  such 
savages  as  remain  wandering  in  desolation  and  distress,  to 
civil  society  and  christian  religion,  to  the  enlargement  of  our 
Own  dominions,  and  the  advancement  of  the  fortunes  of  such 
of  our  good  subjects  as  shall  willingly  interest  themselves  in 
the  said  employment,  to  whom  we  cannot  but  give  singular 
commendations  for  their  so  worthy  intention  and  enterprize. 

We,  therefore,  of  our  special  grace,  mere  motion,  and  cer- 
tain knowledge,  by  the  advice  of  the  lords  and  others  of  our 
privy  council,  have,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  granted, 
ordained,  and  established,  and,  in  and  by  these  presents,  do, 
for  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  grant,  ordain,  and  establish; 
that  all  that  circuit,  continent,  precincts,  and  limits,  in  Ameri- 
ca, lyine  and  being  in  breadth  from  forty  degrees  of  northerly 
latitude  irom  the  equinoctial  line,  to  forty-eight  degrees  of  the 
said  northerlv  latitude,  and  in  length  by  all  the  breadth  afore- 
said, througnout  the  main  land,  from  sea  to  sea,  with  all  the 
$eas,  rivers,  islands,  creeks,  inlets,  ports,  and  havens,  within 
the  degrees,  precincts,  and  limits  of  the  said  latitude  and  longi- 
tude, shall  be  the  limits,  and  bounds,  and  precincts  of  the  said 
second  colony* 

And  to  the  end  that  the  said  territories  may  for  ever  here- 
after be  more  particularly  and  certainly  known,  .and  distin- 
Suished,  our  will  and  pleasmv  is^  that  the  $ame  Biiall,  from 
enceforth,  be  nominated,  teimed^  and  caUfNi  by  tliii  name  of 
New-England,  in  America,  kikd  by  that  n&me  of  N^W^-Sligland, 
in  America,  the  s^id  circuit,  precinct,  limit,  cohtiqlsbft^  islands, 
and  places  in  America  aforesaid,  we  do,  by  these  prettnts,  for 
|is,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  name,  call,  erect,  found,  an4 
eslablishi  ?ind  by  that  name  to  have  continuance  for  ey^t 
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And  for  the  better  plantation,  ruling,  and  governing  of  the 
aforesaid  New-England,  in  Amefica,  we  will,  ordain,  consti- 
tute, assign,  limit,  and  appoint,  and  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  suc- 
cessors, w^,  by  the  advice  gf  the  lords,  and  others  of  the  said 
privy  council,  do,  by  these  presents,  ordain,  constitute,  limit, 
and  appoint,  that  from  henceforth  there  shall  be  for  ever  here- 
after, in  our  town  of  Plymouth,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  one 
body  politic  and  corporate,  which  shall  have  perpetual  succes* 
sion  ;  which  shall  consist  of  the  number  of  forty  persons,  and 
no  more;  which  shall  be,  and  shall  be  called  and  known  by 
the  name  of  the  council  established  at  Plymouth,  in  the  county 
of  Devon,  for  the  planting,  ruling,  ordering,  and  governing  of 
New-England,  in  America,  and  for  that  purpose,  we  have,  at 
and  by  the  nomination  and  request  of  the  said  petitioners, 
granted,  ordained,  established,  and  confirmed,  and,  by  these 
presents,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  do  grant,  ordain, 
establish,  and  confirm  our  right  trustv  and  right  well  beloved 
cousins  and  counsellors,  Lodowick,  cluke  of  Lenox,  lord  stew- 
ard of  our  household ;  George,  lord  Marquis  Buckingham,  our 
high  admiral  of  England;  James,  marquis  Hamiliton ;  William, 
earl  of  Pembroke,  lord  chamberlain  of  our  household ;  Thom- 
as, earl  of  Arundel;  and  our  right  trusty  and  right  well  belov- 
ed cousin,  William,  earl  of  Bath ;  and  our  right  trusty  and 
right  well  beloved  cousin  and  counsellor,  Henry,  earl  of  South- 
ampton ;  and  our  right  trusty  and  right  well  beloved  cousins, 
William,  earl  of  Salisbury,  and  Robert,  earl  of  Warwick  ;  and 
our  right  trusty  and  right  well  beloved  John,  viscount  Had- 
dington ;  and  our  right  trusty  and  well  beloved  counsellor, 
Edward,  lord  Zouch,  lord  warden  of  our  cinque  ports ;  and 
our  trusty  and  well  beloved  Edmond,  lord  SheflSeld,  Edward, 
lord  Gorges;  and  our  well^ beloved  Sir  Edward  Seymor, 
knight  and  baronet ;  Sir  Robert  Mansel ;  Sir  Edward  Zouch, 
our  knight  marshal ;  Sir  Efudley  Diggs,  Sir  Thomas  Roe,  Sir 
Ferdinando  Gorges,  Sir  FraQcis  Popham,  Sir  John  Brooks,  Shr 
Thomas  Gates,  Sir  Richard  Hawkins,  Sir  Richard  Edgecomb, 
Sir  Allen  Apsley,  Sir  Warwick  Heale,  Sir  Richard  Catchmay, 
Sir  John  Bourgchier,  Sir  Nathaniel  Rich,  Sir  Edward  Giles, 
Sir  Giles  Mompesson,  Sir  Thomas  Worth,  knights;  and  our 
well  beloved  Matthew  Sutcliff,  dean  of  Exeter;  Robert  Heath, 
Esq*  recorder  of  our  city  of  London ;  Henry  Bourgchier,  John 
Drake,.  Aaleigh  Gilbert,  Qeorge  Chudley,  Thomas  Hamon, 
and  Jobii.Argay,  Esquines,  to  be,  and  in  and  by  these  pre- 
sentsy^pedp  wppkit  them  to  be,  the  first  modern  and  present 
council:  enttablished  at  Plyoaouth,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  for 
the  pljfeting,  ruling,  ordering,  and  governing  of  New-England, 
in  America ;  and  Uiat  they,  and  the  survivors  of  them,  and 
;ucl^||^  the  survivors  ana  survivor  of  them  shall,  from  time  to 
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time,  elect  and  choose  to  make  up  the  foresaid  namber  of 
forty  persons,  when  and  as  often  as  any  of  them,  or  any  of  .  ' 
their  successors,  shall  happen  to  decease,  or  to  be  removed 
from  being  of  the  said  council,  shall  be,  in  and  by  these  pre- 
sents, incorporated,  to  have  a  perpetual  succession  for  ever, 
in  deed,  fact,  and  name,  and  shall  be  one  body  corporate  and 
politic ;  and  that  thpse,  and  such  said  peif'SQns,  and  their  suc- 
cessors, and  such  as  shall  be  elected  and  chosen  to  succeed 
them,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be,  and,  by  these  presents,  are  and  be 
incorporated,  named,  and  called  by  the  name  of  the  council 
established  at  Plymouth,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  for  the  plant- 
ing, ruling,  and  governing  of  New-England,  in  America;  and 
them,  the  said  duke  of  Lenox,  marquis  Buckingham,  marquis 
Hamilton,  earl  of  Pembroke,  carl  of  Arundel,  earl  of  Bath,  earl 
of  Southampton,  earl  of  Salisbury,  carl  of  Warwick,  viscount 
Haddington,  lord  Zouch,  Iprd  Sheffield,  loixl  Gorges,  Sir  Ed- 
ward Seyo^pr,  Sir  Robert  Manscl,  Sir  Edward  Zouch,  Sir 
Dudley  Diggs,  Sir  Thomas  Roe,  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges^  Sir 
Francis  Popham,  Sir  Joh(\  Brooks,  Sir  Thomas  Gates,  Sir 
Richard  Hawkins,  Sir  Richard  Edgecomb,  Sir  Allen  Apsley, 
Sir  Warwick  Heale,  Sir  Richard  Catchmay,  Sir  John  Bourg- 
chier.  Sir  Nathaniel  Rich,  Sir  Edward  Giles^  Sir  Giles  Mom- 

E^sson,  Sir  Thomas  Worth,  knights ;  Matthew  SutcliflT,  Robert 
eath,  Henry  Bourgchier,  John  Drake,  Raleieh  Gilbert, 
Qeorgc  Chudley,  Thpmas  Hamop,  and  John  ArgalT,  Esquires, 
and  their  si^ccessorSt  one  body  porporate  and  politic,  in  deed 
and  in  name,  by  the  name  pi  the  council  established  at  Ply- 
mouth, in  the  county  of  Devon,  foe  the  planting,  ruling,  and 
governing  of  New-England,  in  America. 

We  do,  by  these  presents,  for  us,  opr  heirs,  and  successor^ 
really  and  fully  incorporate,  erect,  ordain,  name,  constitute, 
and  establish,  and  that,  by  the  samq  name  of  the  said  councij, 
they,  and  their  successors,  for  ever  hereafter  be  incorporated, 
named,  and  called,  apd  shall,  by  the  same  name,  have  per- 
petual succession* 

And  further,  we  do  hereby,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors, 
grant  unto  the  said  council  established  at  Plymouth,  that  they, 
and  th^ir  successors,  by  the  same  name,  be,  and  shall  be,  and 
shall  continue  persons  able  and  capable  in  the  law,  from  time 
to  time,  and  shall,  j^y  that  name  of  counqil  aforesaid,  have  full 
power  and  authority,  and  lawful  capacity  and  ability,  as  well 
to  purchase,  take,  hold,  receive,  enjoy,  and  to  have  to  them 
ana  their  successor^,  for  ever,  any  manors,  lands,  tene/nents, 
rents,  royalties,  privileges,  immunities,  reversions,  aonuities^ 
hereditaments,  goods,  and  chattels  whatsoever,  of,  or  from  us, 
our  heirs,  and  successors,  and  of,  or  from  any  other  person  or 
persons  whatsoever,  as  well  in  and  within  this  our  f^alm  of 
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England,  as  in  and  within  any  other  place  or  places  whatsd^* 
ever  or  wheresoever;  and  the  same  manors,  lands,  tenements^ 
and  hereditaments,  goods,  or  chattels,  or  any  of  them,  by  the. 
same  name,  to  alien  and  sell,  or  to  do,  execute,  or  ordain  and 
perform  all  other  matters  and  things  whatsoever,  to  the  said 
incorporation  and  plantation  concerning  and  belonging* 

And  further,  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  that  the  said  council 
for  the  time  being,  and  their  successors,  shall  have  full  powef 
and  lawful  authority,  by  the  name  aforesaid,  to  sue  and  to  be 
sued,  implead  and  to  be  impleaded,  answer  and  to  be  answer- 
ed unto,  in  all  manner  of  courts  and  places  that  now  are,  or 
hereafter  shall  be,  within  this  our  realm,  and  elsewhere,  as  well 
temporal  as  spiritual,  in  all  manner  of  suits  and  matters  what- 
soever, and  of  what  nature  or  kind  soever  such  suits  or  actions 
be  or  shall  be« 

And  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  that  the  said  forty  persons,  or 
the  greater  number  of  them,  shall,  and  may,  from  time  to  time, 
and  at  any  lime  hereafter,  at  their  own  will  and  pleasure,  ac* 
cording  to  the  laws,  ordinances,  and  orders  of,  or  by  them,  or 
by  the  greater  part  of  them  hereafter,  in  manner  and  form  in 
these  presents  mentioned  to  be  agreed  upon,  to  elect  and 
choose,  amongst  themselves,  one  of  the  said  forty  persons,  for 
the  time  being,  to  be  president  of  the  said  council,  which  pre- 
sident, so  elected  and  chosen,  we  will  shall  continue  and  be 
president  of  the  said  council,  for  so  long  time  as  by  the  orders 
of  the  said  council,  from  time  to  time  to  be  made,  as  hereafter 
is  mentioned,  shall  be  thought  fit^  and  no  longer ;  unto  whick 
president,  or,  in  his  absence,  to  any  such  person  as,  by  the  or- 
ders of  the  said  council,  shall  be  thereunto  appointed,  we  do 
give  aothority  to  give  order  for  the  warning  of  the  said  coun* 
cil,  and  summoning  the  company  to  their  meetings. 

And  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  that,  from  time  to  time,  when, 
and  so  often  as  any  of  the  said  council  shall  happen  to  decease^ 
or  to  be  removed  from  being  of  the  said  council,  that  then,  and 
so  often,  the  survivors  of  them  of  the  said  council,  and  no  othcF, 
or  the  greater  number  of  them,  who  then  shall  be,  from  time 
to  time,  left  and  remaining,  and  who  shall,  or  the  greater  num- 
ber of  which  that  shall  be  assembled  at  a  public  court,  or  meet- 
ing, to  be  held  for  the  said  company,  shall  elect  and  choose 
one  or  more  other  person  or  persons,  lo  be  of  the  said  council, 
and  which,  from  time  to  time,  shall  be  of  the  f^aid  council,  so 
that  the  number  of  forty  persons  of  the  said  council  may,  from 
time  to  time,  be  snpplicd. 

Provided  always,  that  as  well  the  persons  herein  named  to 
be  of  the  said  council,  as  every  other  counsellor  hereafter  to 
be  elected,  shall  be  presented  to  the  lord  chancellor  of  Eng- 
landy  or  to  the  lord  high  treasurer  of  England,  or  to  the  lofif 
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chamberlain  of  the  household,  of  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors, 
for  the  time  being,  to  take  his  and  their  oath  and  oaths,  of  a 
counsellor  and  counsellors,  to  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors, 
for  the  said  company  and  colony  in  New-England. 

And  further,  we  will  and  grant,  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our 
heirs,  and  successors,  unto  the  said  council,  and  their  succes- 
sors, that  th«y,  and  their  successors,  shall  have  and  enjoy  for 
ever,  a  commou  seal,  to  be  engraven  according  to  their  discre- 
tions. 

And  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  them  to  appoint  what  other 
seal,  or  seals,  they  shall  think  most  meet  ana  necessary,  either 
for  their  use,  as  they  are  one  united  body,  incorporate  here, 
or  for  the  public  use  of  their  government  and  ministers  in  New- 
{Ineland  aforesaid,  whereby  the  said  incorporation  may  or 
shall  seal  any  manner  of  instruknent,  touching  the  same  corpo- 
ration, and  the  manors,  lands,  tenements,  rents,  reversions, 
annuities,  hereditaments,  goods,  chattels,  affairs,  and  any  other 
things,  belonging  unto,  or  in  any  wise  appertaining,  touching 
or  concerning  the  said  council,  and  their  successors,  or  con- 
cerning the  said  corporation  and  plantation,  in  and  by  these 
our  letters  patents,  as  aforesaid,  founded,  erected,  and  estab- 
lished. 

And  we  do  further,  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and 
successors,  grant  unto  the  said  council,  and  their  successors, 
that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  council,  and 
their  successors,  for  the  time  being,  in  their  discretions,  from 
time  to  time,  to  admit  such  and  so  many  person  and  persons 
to  be  made  free,  and  enabled  to  trade  and  traffic  unto,  within, 
and  in  New-England,  aforesaid,  and  unto  every  part  and  par- 
cel thereof,  or  to  have,  possess,  and  enjoy  any  lands  or  here- 
ditaments in  New-England  aforesaid,  as  they  shall  think  fit, 
according  to  the  laws,  orders,  constitutions,  and  ordinances, 
by  the  said  council  and  their  successors,  from  time  to  time,  to 
be  made  and  established,  by  virtue  of,  and  according  to  the 
true  intent  of  these  presents,  and  under  such  conditions,  reser- 
vations, and  agreements,  as  the  said  council  shall  set  down, 
order,  and  direct,  and  not  otherwise. 

And  further,  of  our  especial  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and 
mere  motion,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  we  do,  by  these 
presents,  give  and  grant  full  power  and  authority  to  the  said 
council,  and  their  successors,  that  the  said  council,  for  the  time 
being,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  shall  and  may,  from  time  to 
time,  nominate,  make,  constitute,  ordain,  and  confirm,  by  such 
name  or  names,  style  or  styles,  as  to  them  shall  seem  good, 
and,  likewise,  to  revoke  and  discharge,  change  and  alter,  as 
well  all  aofl.sibgular,  governors,  officers,  and  ministers,  which 
hereafter  ihall  :be  by  tbtp  thought  fit  and  needful  to  be  made 
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or  ased,  as  well  to  attend  the  business  of  the  said  company 
here,  as  for  the  government  of  the  said  colony  and  plantation. 

And  also,  to  make,  ordain^  and  establish  all  manner  of  orders, 
laws,  directions,  instructions,  forms,  and  ceremonies  of  govern- 
ment and  magistracy,  fit  and  necessary  for  and  concerning  the 
S)vernment  of  the  said  colony  and  plantation,  so  always  as 
e  same  be  not  contrary  to  the  laws  and  statutes  of  this  our 
realm  of  England,  and  the  same  at  all  times  hereafter,  to  abro- 
gate, revoke^  or  change,  not  only  within  the  precincts  of  the 
said  colony,  but  also  upon  the  seas,  in  going  and  coming  to 
and  from  the  said  colony,  as  they,  in  their  good  discretion, 
shall  think  to  be  fittest  for  the  good  of  the  adventurers  and  in- 
habitants there.  .• 

And  we  do  further,  of  our  special  erace,  certain  knowledge^ 
and  mere  motion,  grant,  declare,  and  ordain,  that  such  princr-i» 
pal  governor  as,  from  time  to  time,  shall  be  authorized  and  ap- 
pointed, in  manner  and  form  in  these  presents  heretofore  ex- 
pressed, shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  use  and  exer- 
cise martial  laws,  in  cases  of  rebellion,  insurrection,  and  mu- 
tiny, in  as  large  and  ample  manner,  as  our  lieutenants  in  our 
counties  within  our  realm  of  England,  have,  or  ought  to  have, 
by  force  of  their  commission  of  lieutenancy. 

And  forasmuch  as  it  shall  be  necessary  for  all  such  our  lov- 
ing subjects  as  shall  inhabit  within  the  said  precincts  of  New- 
Endand  aforesaid,  to  determine  to  live  together,  in  the  fear 
and  true  worship  of  Almighty  God,  christian  peace,  and  civil 
quietness,  each  with  other,  whereby  every  one  may,  with 
more  safety,  pleasure,  and  profit,  enjoy  that,  whereunto  they 
shall  attain  with  great  pain  and  peril. 

We,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  are  likewise  pleased 
and  contented,  and,  by  these  presents,  do  give  and  grant  uoto 
the  said  council,  and  their  successors,  and  to  such  governors, 
officers,  and  ministers,  as  shall  be,  by  the  said  council,  con- 
stituted and  appointed  according  to  the  natures  and  limits  of 
their  offices  and  places  respectively,  that  they,  shall  and  may, 
from  time  to  time,  for  ever  hereafter,  within  the  said  precincts 
of  New-England,  or  in  the  way  by  the  seas  thither  and  from 
thence,  have  full  and  absolute  power  and  authority  to  correct, 
punish,  pardon,  govern,  and  rule  all  such  the  subjects  of  us, 
our  heirs,  and  successors,  as  shall,  from  time  to  time,  adven- 
ture themselves  in  any  voyage  thither,  or  that  shall,  at  any 
time  hereafter,  inhabit  in  the  precincts  and  territories  of  thq 
said  colony  as  aforesaid,  accoraing  to  such  laws,  orders,  ordi- 
nances, directions,  and  instructions,  as  by  the  said  council 
aforesaid,  shall  be  established ;  and,  in  defect  thereof,  in  cases 
of  necessity,  according  to  the  good  discretions  of  the  said  gov- 
'^rnors  and  officers  respectively,  as  well  ia  cases  cepitai  and 
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criminal  as  civil,  both  marine  and  others ;  so  always  as  the 
said  statutes,  ordinances,  and  proceedings,  as  near  as  conven- 
iently may  be  agreeable  to  the  laws,  statutes,  government,  and 
policy  of  this  our  realm  of  England. 

And  furthermore,  if  any  person,  or  persons,  adventurers,  or 
planters,  of  the  said  colony,  or  any  other,  at  any  time  or  times 
nereafter,  shall  transport  any  monies,  goods,  or  merchandizes, 
'out  of  any  our  kingdoms,  with  a  pretence  and  purpose  to  land, 
set,  or  otheravisc  to  dispose  the  same,  within  the  limits  and 
bounds  of  the  said  colony,  and  yet,  nevertheless,  being  at  sea, 
or  after  he  hath  landed  within  any  part  of  the  said  colony, 
&ball  carry  the  same  into  any  other  foreign  country,  with  a 
pdtpose  there  to  set  and  dispose  thereof,  that  then  all  the 
^oodsand  chattels  of  the  said  person,  or  persons,  so  offending, 
^nd  transported,  together  with  the  ship  or  vessel  wherein  such 
transportation  was  made^  shall  be  forfeited  to  us,  our  heirs,  and 
successors* 

And  we  do  further,  of  our  special  grace,  certain  knowledge, 
and  mere  motion,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  for,  and  in 
respect  of  the  considerations  aforesaid,  and  for  divers  other 
good  causes  and  considerations,  us  thereunto  especially  mov- 
ing, and  by  the  advice  of  the  lords  and  others  of  our  said  privy 
council,  have  absolutely  given,  granted,  and  confirmed,  and, 
by  these  presents,  do  absolutely  give,  grant,  and  confirm,  unto 
the  said  council,  called  the  council  established  at  Plymouth, 
in  the  county  of  Devon,  for  the  planting,  ruling,  and  governing 
of  New-England,  in  America,  and  unto  their  successors,  for 
ever,  all  the  aforesaid  lands  and  grounds,  continent,  precincts, 
place,  places,  and  territories,  (viz.)  the  aforesaid  part  of  Ame- 
rica, lying  and  being  in  breadth  from  forty  degrees  of  norther- 
ly latitude  from  the  equinoctial  line,  to  forty-eight  degrees  of 
the  said  northerly  latitude  inclusively,  and  in  length  of,  and 
within  all  the  breadth  aforesaid,  throughout  the  main  land, 
from  sea  to  sea,  together  also  with  ail  the  firm  land,  soils, 
grounds,  havens,  ports,  rivers,  waters,  fishings,  mines,  and 
minerals,  as  well  royal  mines  of  gold  and  silver,  as  other  mines 
and  minerals,  precious  stones,  quarries,  and  all  and  singular 
other  commodities,  jurisdictions,  royalties,  privileges,  franchi- 
ses, and  pre-eminences,  both  within  the  said  tract  of  land,  upon 
the  main,  and  also  within  the  said  island  and  seas  adjoining. 

Provided  always,  that  the  said  islands,  or  any  the  premises 
herein  before  mentioned,  and,  by  these  presents^  intended  and 
meant  to  be  granted,  be  not  actually  possessed,  or  inhabited 
by  any  other  christian  prince  or  state,  nor  be  within  the  bounds, 
limits,  or  territories  ot  that  southern  colony,  heretofore,  by  us» 
granted  to  be  planted  by  divers  of  our  loving  subjects  in  the 
south  part8« 
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To  have  and  to  hold,  possess,  and  enjoy  all  and  singular  the 
aforesaid  continent,  lands,  territories,  islands,  hereditaments, 
and  precincts,  sea  waters,  fishings,  with  all  and  all  manner 
their  commodities,  royalties,  liberties,  pre-eminences,  and 
profits,  that  shall  arise  from  thence,  with  all  and  singular  their 
(ippurtcnances,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  and  of  theoi 
to,  and  unto  the  said  council,  and  their  successors,  and  assigns, 
for  ever,  to  the  sole,  only  and  proper  use,  benefit,  and  behoof 
of  them,  the  said  council,  and  their  successors,  and  assigns, 
for  ever,  to  be  holden  of  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  as  of 
our  manor  of  East-Greenwich,  in  our  county  of  Kent,  in  free 
and  common  socage,  and  not  in  capita,  oor  by  knights'  ser- 
vices. 

Yielding  and  paying,  therefore,  to  us,  our  heirs,  and  succes- 
sors, the  fifth  part  of  the  ores  of  gold  and  silver  which,  from 
time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  shall  happen  to  be 
found,  gotten  and  obtained  in,  at,  or  within  any  the  said  lands, 
limits,  territories,  and  precincts,  or  in,  or  within  any  part,  or 
parcels  thereof,  for,  or  in  respect  of  all  and  all  manner  of  du- 
ties, demands,  and  services  whatsoever,  to  be  done,  made,  or 
paid  to  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors*  ' 

And  we  do  fuither,  of  our  especial  grace,  certain  knowledge, 
and  mere  motion,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  give  and 
grant  to  the  said  council,  and  their  successors,  for  ever,  by 
these  presents,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  and  free  for  them,  and 
their  assigns,  at  all  and  every  time  and  times  hereafter,  out  of 
any  our  realms  or  dominions  whatsoever,  to  take,  lead,  carry, 
and  transport,  in  and  into  their  voyages,  and  for  and  towards 
the  said  plantation  in  New-England,  all  such  and  so  many  of 
our  loving  subjects,  or  any  other  strangers  that  will  become 
our  loving  subjects,  and  live  under  our  allegiance,  or  sfafttl 
willingly  accompany  them  in  the  said  voyages  and  plantationi 
with  shipping,  armour,  weapons,  ordnances,  munition  powder, 
shot,  victuals,  and  all  manner  of  clothing,  implements,  furni- 
ture,  beasts,  cattle,  horses,  mares,  and  all  other  things  neces- 
sary for  the  said  plantation,  and  for  their  use  and  defence,  and 
for  trade  with  the  people  there,  and  in  passing  and  returning 
to  and  fro,  without  paying  or  yielding  any  custom  or  subsidy, 
cither  inwards  or  outwards,  to  us,  our  heirs,  or  successors,  for 
the  same,  for  the  space  of  seven  years  from  the  day  of  the  date 
of  these  presents. 

Provided,  that  none  of  the  said  persons  be  such  as  shall  be 
hereafter,  by  special  name,  restrained  by  us,  our  heirs,  or  suc- 
cessors. 

And,  for  their  further  encouragement,  of  our  special  grace 
and  favour,  we  do,  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and 
successors,  yield  and  grant  to,  and  with  the  said  council,  and 


556  ABPENDIX. 

their  successors,  and  every  of  them,  their  factors  and  assigns, 
that  they,  and  every  of  them,  shall  be  free  and  quiet  from  all 
subsidies  and  customs,  in  New-England,  for  the  space  of  seven 
years,  and  from  all  taxes  and  impositions  for  the  space  of 
twenty  and  one  years,  upon  all  goods  or  merchandize,  at  any 
time  or  times  hereafter,  either  upon  importation  thither,  or  ex- 
portation from  thence,  into  our  realm  of  Eneland,  or  into  any 
other  our  dominions,  by  the  said  council,  and  their  successors, 
their  deputies,  factors,  and  assigns,  or  any  of  them,  except 
only  the  five  pounds  per  cent*  due  for  custom  upon  all  such 
goods  and  merchandizes  as  shall  be  brought  or  imported  into 
our  realm  of  England,  or  any  other  of  our  dominions,  accord- 
ing to  the  ancient  trade  of  merchants ;  which  five  pounds  per 
centum  only  being  paid,  it  shall  be  thenceforth  lawful  and  tree 
for  the  said  adventurers,  the  same  goods  and  merchandize,  to 
export  and  carry  out  of  our  said  dominions  into  foreign  parts, 
without  any  custom,  tax,  or  other  duty,  to  be  paid  to  us,  our 
heirs,  or  successors,  or  to  any  other  omcers  or  ministers  of  us, 
our  heirs,  and  successors.  Provided,  that  the  said  goods  and 
merchandizes  be  shipped  out  within  thirteen  months  after 
their  first  landing,  within  any  part  of  those  dominions. 

And  further,  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  and  we  do,  by  these 
presents,  charge,  command,  warrant,  and  authorize  the  said 
council,  and  their  successors,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  which 
shall  be  present  and  assembled  for  thai  purpose,  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  under  their  common  seal,  distribute,  convey,  as^ 
sign,  and  set  over  such  particular  portions  of  lands,  tenements, 
and  hereditaments,  as  are,  by  these  presents,  formerly  granted 
unto  each  our  loving  subjects,  naturally  born,  or  denizens,  or 
others,  as  well  adventurers  as  planters,  as,  by  the  said  com- 
ipany,  upon  a  commission  of  survey  and  distribution,  executed 
and  returned  for  that  purpose,  shall  be  named,  appointed,  and 
allowed,  wherein  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  that  respect  be  had, 
as  well  to  the  proportion  of  the  adventurers,  as  to  the  special 
service,  hazard,  exploit,  or  merit,  of  any  person  so  to  be  re* 
compensed,  advanced,  or  rewarded. 

And  we  do  also,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  grant  to 
^e  said  council,  and  their  successors,  and  to  all  and  every 
such  ^vernors,  or  other  officers,  or  ministers,  as,  by  the  said 
council,  shall  be  appointed,  to  have  power  and  authority  of 
government  and  command,  in  or  over  the  said  colony  and  plan- 
tation, that  they,  and  every  of  them,  shall,  and  lawfully  ma^^, 
firom  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  for  ever,  for  their 
several  defence  and  safety,  encounter,  expuisc,  repel,  and  re- 
sist, by  force  of  arins,  as  well  by  sea  as  by  land,  and  all  ways 
and  means  whatsoever,  all  such  person  and  persons  as,  with- 
out the  special  license  of  the  sa^d  council|  and  their  successor^ 
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or  the  greater  part  of  them,  shairatteinpt4o  inhabit  within  the 
said  several  precincts  and  limits  of  the  said  colony  and  planta- 
tion. 

And  also,  all  and  every  si^h  person  and  persons  whatsoever, 
as  shall  enterprise  or  attempt,  at  any  time  hereafter,  destruc* 
tion,  invasion,  detriment,  or  annoyance  to  the  said  colony  and 
plantation. 

And  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  council,  and  their 
successors,  and  every  of  them,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all 
times  hereafter,  and  they  shall  have  full  power  and  authority 
to  take  and  surprise,  by  all  ways  and  means  whatsoever,  all 
and  every  such  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  with  their  shipsi 
goods,  and  other  furniture,  trafficking  in  any  harbour,  creek, 
or  place,  within  the  limits  and  precincts  of  the  said  colony  and 
plantation,  and  not  being  allowed  by  the  said  council  to  be  ad- 
venturers or  planters  of  the  said  colony* 

And  of  our  further  royal  favour,  we  have  granted,  and  for  us, 
our  heirs,  and  successors,  we  do  grant  unto  the  said  council, 
and  their  successors,  that  the  said  territories,  lands,  rivers,  and 
places  aforesaid,  orany  of  them,  shall  not  be  visited,  frcauent- 
ed,  or  traded  unto  by  any  other  ofour  subjects,  or  the  subjectlL 
of  us,  our  heirs,  or  successors,  cither  from  any  of  the  ports  and 
havens,  belonging,  or  appertaining,  or  which  shall  belong  or 
appertain  unto  us,  our  heirs,  or  successors,  or  to  any  foreign 
prince,  state,  or  potentate  whatsoever. 

And  therefore,  we  do  hereby,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  succes* 
sors,  charge,  command,  prohibit,  and  forbid  all  the  subjects  of 
us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  of  what  degree  or  quality  soever 
they  be,  that  none  of  them,  directly  or  indirectly  presume  to 
visit,  frequent,  trade,  or  adventure  to  traffic  into,  or  from  the 
said  territories,  lands,  rivers,  and  places  aforesaid,  or  any  of 
them,  other  than  the  said  council,  and  their  successors,  factors, 
deputies,  and  assigns,  unless  it  be  with  the  license  and  con- 
sent of  the  said  council  and  company,  first  had  and  obtained 
in  writing,  under  their  common  seal,  upon  pain  ofour  indigna- 
tion, and  imprisonment  of  their  bodies,  during  the  pleasure  of 
us,  our  heirs,  or  successors,  and  the  forfeiture  and  loss,  both 
oftheir  ship  and  goods,  wheresoever  they  shall  be  found,  either 
within  any  of  our  kingdoms  or  dominions,  or  any  the  place  or 
places  out  of  our  dominions,  and  for  the  better  effecting  of  our 
said  pleasure  herein,  we  do  hereby,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  suc- 
cessors, give  and  grant  full  power  and  authority  unto  the  said 
council,  and  their  successors,  for  the  time  being,  that  they,  by 
themselves,  their  factors,  deputies,  or  assigns,  shall  and  may, 
from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  attach,  arrest, 
take,  and  seize  all  and  all  manner  of  ship  and  ships,  goods« 
irares,  and  merchandizes  whatsoeveri  which  shall  be  brought 
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from,  or  carried  to  the  places  before  mentioned,  or  any  of  them, 
contrary  to  our  will  and  pleasure,  before  in  these  presents  ex- 
prcsAed,  the  moiety,  or  one  half  of  all  which  forfeitures,  wc  do 
hereby,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  give  and  grant  unto 
the  said  council,  and  their  successors,  to  their  own  proper  use, 
without  accompt,  and  the  other  moiety,  or  half  part  thereof, 
ve  will  shall  be  and  remain  to  the  use  of  us,  our  heirs,  and 
successors. 

And  we,  likewise,  have  condescended  and  granted,  and,  by 
these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs,  anil  successors,  do  conde- 
scend, and  grant  to,  and  with  the  said  council,  and  their  suc- 
cessors, that  we,  our  heirs,  or  successors,  shall  not,  or  will  not. 
give  and  grant  any  liberty,  license,  or  authority  to  any  person 
or  persons  whatsover,  to  sail,  trade,  or  ti^pifiic  unto  tbc  afore- 
said plantations  of  New-£ngland,  without  the  good  will  and 
liking  of  the  said  council,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  for  th*; 
time  being,  at  any  their  courts  to  be  assembled. 

And  we  do,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  give  and  gram 
unto  the  said  council,  and  their  successors,  tliat  whensoever,  or 
so  often  as  any  custom  or  subsidy  shall  grow  due  or  payable, 
unto  us,  our  heirs,  or  successors,  accoi^ing  to  the  limitation 
and  appointment  aforesaid,  by  reason  of  any  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandize,  to  be  shipped  out,  or  any  return  to  be  made, 
of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  unto,  or  from  New-Eng- 
land, or  any  tbc  lands  or  territories  aforesaid,  that  then,  so  of- 
ten, and  in  such  case,  the  farmers,  customers,  and  officers  of 
our  customs  of  England  and  Ireland,  and  every  of  them,  for 
the  time  being,  upon  request  made  unto  them  by  the  said  coun- 
cil, their  successors,  factors,  or  assigns,  and  upon  convenient 
security  to  be  given  in  that  behalf,  shall  give  and  allow  unto 
the  said  council,  and  their  successors,  and  to  all  person  and 

Eersons  free  of  the  said  company  as  aforesaid,  six  months  time, 
)r  the  payment  of  the  one  half  of  all  such  customs  and  subsi- 
dy, as  shall  be  due  and  payable  unto  us,  our  heirs,  and  succes- 
sors, for  the  same ;  for  which  these,  our  letters  patents,  or  the 
duplicate,  or  the  enrolment  thereoffshall  be,  unto  our  said  oili- 
cers,  a  sufficient  warrant  and  discharge. 

Nevertheless,  oar  will  and  pleasure  is,  that,  if  any  of  the  said 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandizes,  which  be,  or  shall  be,  at  any 
time  hereafter,  landed  and  exported  out  of  any  our  realms 
aforesaid,  and  shall  be  shipped  with  a  purpose  not  to  be  carried 
to  New-England  aforesaid,  that  then  such  payment,  duty,  cus- 
tom, imposition,  or  forfeiture,  shall  be  paid  and  belong  to  us, 
our  heirs,  and  successors,  for  the  said  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandizes, so  fraudulendy  sought  to  be  transported,  as  if  this 
our  grant  had  not  been  made  nor  ^ranted. 
And  wc  do,  for  us.  our  heirs,  and  successors,  give  and  grant 
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iJiiio  the  said  council,  and  their  successors,  for  ever,  by  these 
presents,  that  the  said  president  of  the  said  company,  or  his 
deputy,  for  the  lime  being,  or  any  two  others  of  the  said  coun- 
cil, for  the  said  colony  in  New-England,  for  the  lime  being, 
shall  and  may,  at  all  times  hereafter,  and  from  time  to  time, 
have  full  power  and  authority  to  minister,  and  give  the  oatb 
and  oaths  of  allegiance  and  supremacy,  or  either  of  them,  to 
all  and  every  person  and  persons,  which  shall,  at  any  time  and 
times  hereafter,  go  and  pass  to  the  said  colony  in  New-Eng- 
land. 

And  further,  that  it  shall  be,  likewise,  lawful  for  the  said 
president,  or  his  deputy,  for  the  time  being,  or  any  two  others 
of  ;he  said  council,  for  the  said  colony  in  New-England,  for  the 
time  being,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  to 
minister  such  a  formal  oath,  as  by  their  discretions  shall  be 
reasonably  devised,  as  well  unto  any  person  or  persons  cm- 
ployed,  or  to  be  employed  in,  for,  or  touching  the  said  plan- 
uition,  for  their  honest,  faithful,  and  just  discharge  of  their 
service,  in  all  sucb  matters  as  shall  be  committed  unto  them, 
for  the  good  and  benefit  of  the  said  company,  colony,  and  plan* 
tation,  as  also  unto  such  other  person  or  persons  as  the  said 
president,  or  his  deputy,  with  two  others  of  the  said  council, 
shall  think  meet,  for  the  examination  or  clearing  of  the  truth, 
in  any  cause  whatsoever  concerning  the  said  plantation,  or 
any  business  from  thence  proceeding,  or  thereunto  belonging. 

And  to  the  end  that  no  lewd  or  ill  disposed  persons,  sailors, 
soldiers,  artificers,  husbandmen,  labourers,  or  others  which 
shall  receive  Avares,  apparel,  or  other  entertainment  from  the 
said  council,  or  contract  and  agree  with  the  said  council,  to 
go,  and  to  serve,  and  to  be  employed  in  the  said  plantation,  in 
the  colony  in  New- England,  do  afterwards  withdraw,  hide, 
rind  conceal  themselves,  or  refuse  to  ^o  thither,  after  they  have 
been  so  entertained  and  agreed  withal,  and  that  no  persons 
which  shall  be  sent  and  employed  in  the  said  plantation  of  the 
said  colony  in  New-England,  upon  the  charge  of  the  said 
r.ouncil,  do  misbehave  themselves  by  mutinous,  seditious,  or 
other  notorious  misdemeanours,  or  \yhirh  shall  be  employed, 
or  sent  abroad  by  the  governor  of  New-England,  or  his  depu- 
ty, with  any  ship  or  pinnace,  for  )>rovision  of  the  said  colony, 
or  for  somo  discovery,  or  other  business  and  affairs  concerning 
the  same,  do,  from  thence,  ^roaciicrously  either  romc  bacK 
again,  or  return  into  the  roiilm  of  England,  by  stealth,  or  with- 
out license  <jf  the  governor  of  the  so  id  colony  in  New-England, 
for  the  time  boinjr.  or  be  sent  hither  asmisuoers  or  oflenders, 
and  that  nonr;  of  those  persons,  alter  their  return  from  thence, 
being  ()\ie.'>tinned  by  the  said  council  here  for  such  their  misbe- 
'Vwio'irr  and  oHenres.  do,  by  insolent  and  conteuiptuous  car* 
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riagc,  ill  the  presence  of  the  said  council,  shew  little  resfjcct 
and  reverence,  either  to  the  place  or  authority  in  which  we 
have  placed  and  appointed  -them,  and  others,  for  the  clearing 
of  their  lewdness  and  misdemeanours,  committed  in  New-Eng- 
land, divulge  vile  and  slanderous  reports  of  the  country  of 
New-England,  or  of  the  government  or  estate  of  the  said  plan- 
tation and  colony,  to  bring  the  said  voyages  and  plantation  in- 
to disgrace  and  contempt,  by  means  whereof,  not  only  the  ad- 
venturers and  planters  already  engaged  in  the  said  plantation, 
may  be  exceedingly  abused,  and  hindered,  and  a  great  num- 
ber of  our  loving  and  well  disposed  subjects,  otherwise  well 
aflocied,  and  inclined  to  join  and  adventure  in  so  noble  a 
christian  atid  worthy  an  action,  may  be  discouraged  from  the 
same,  but  also  the  enterprise  itself,  may  be  overthrown,  which 
cannot  miscarry,  without  some  dishonour  to  us  and  our  king- 
dom. 

We,  therefore,  for  preventing  of  so  great  and  enormou?; 
abuses  and  misdemeanours,  do,  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our 
heirs,  and  successors,  give  and  grant  unto  the  said  president, 
or  his  deputy,  or  such  other  person,  or  persons,  as,  by  ilie  or- 
ders of  the  said  council,  shall  be  appointed,  by  warrant,  under 
his  or  their  hand  or  hands,  to  send  for,  or  cause  to  be  appre- 
hended, all  and  every  such  person  and  persons,  who  shall  he 
noted,  or  accused,  or  found,  at  any  time  or  times  hereafter,  to 
oflend,  or  misbehave  themselves,  in  any  theafTiiirs  before  men- 
tioned and  expressed  ;  and,  upon  the  examination  of  any  such 
ofTendcr  or  offenders,  and  just  proof,  made  by  oath,  laken  be- 
fore the  said  council,  of  any  such  notorious  misdemeanour^:,  by 
them  to  be  cooimittcd,  as  aforesaid,  and  also,  upon  any  inso- 
knt,  contemptuous,  or  unrcverent  carriage,  or  misbehaviour, 
to,  or  against  (he  said  council,  to  be  shewed  or  used,  by  any 
such  person  or  persons,  so  called,  convinced,  and  appearinj^ 
before  them,  as  aforesaid,  that,  in  all  such  cases,  our  said 
council,  or  any  two,  or  more  of  them,  for  the  time  l)eing,  shall, 
and  may  have  full  power  and  authority,  either  here  lo  bind 
them  over  with  good  securities  for  their  good  behaviour,  and 
further  therein  to  proceed,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  it  id 
Mscd  in  other  like  cases  within  our  realm  of  England,  or  else, 
at  their  discretions,  to  remand  and  send  back  the  said  offenders, 
or  any  of  them,  to  the  said  colony  of  New-England,  there  lo  be 
proceeded  against  and  punished,  as  the  governors,  deputy,  or 
council  there,  for  the  time  being,  shall  think  meet,  or  otherwise, 
according  to  such  laws  and  ordinances,  as  are,  and  shall  be  in 
use  there,  for  the  well  ordering  and  good  government  of  the 
said  colony* 

And  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  and  we  do  hereby  declare,  to 
all  christian  kings,  princes,  and  states,  that,  if  any  person  or 
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jjersons,  which  shall  hereafter  be  of  the  said  colony  or  nlantri- 
tion,  or  any  other,  by  license  or  appointment  of  the  said  coun- 
cil, or  their  successors,  or  otherwise,  shall,  at  any  time  or 
limes  hereafter,  rob,  or  spoil,  by  sea  or  by  land,  .or  do  any 
hurt,  violence,  or  unlawful  hostility,  to  any  of  the  subjects  of 
us,  our  heirs,  or  successors,  or  any  of  the  subjects  of  any  king, 
prince,  ruler,  or  governor,  or  state,  being  then  in  league  and 
amity  with  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors  ;  and  that,  upon  such 
injury,  or  upon  just  complaint  of  such  prince,  ruler,  governor, 
or  state,  or  their  subjects,  we,  our  heirs,  or  successors,  shall 
make  open  proclamation,  within  any  of  the  parts  of  our  realm 
of  England  commodious  for  that  purpose,  that  the  person  or 
persons  having  committed  any  such  robbery  or  spoil,  shall, 
within  the  time  limited  by  such  a  proclamation,  make  full  res- 
titution or  satisfaction  of  all  such  injuries  done,  so  as  the  said 
princes,  or  others  so  complaining,  may  hold  themirclves  fully 
satisfied  and  contented ;  and  if  that  the  said  person  or  persons, 
having  committed  such  robbery  or  spoil,  shall  not  make,  or 
cause  to  be  made,  satisfaction  acconiingly,  within  such  time 
so  to  be  limited,  that  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  us,  our  heirs, 
and  successors,  to  put  the  said  person  or  persons  out  of  our 
allegiance  and  protection,  and  that  it  shall  be  lawful  and  free 
for  all  princes  to  prosecute  with  hostility  the  said  oflbnders, 
and  every  of  them,  their  and  every  of  their  procurers,  aiders, 
abettors,  and  comforters  in  that  behalf. 

Also,  we  do,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  declare,  by 
these  presents,  that  all  and  every  the  persons  being  our  sub- 
jects, which  shall  go  and  inhabit  within  the  said  colony  and 
plantation,  and  every  of  their  children  and  posterity,  which 
shall  happen  to  be  born  within  the  limits  thereof,  shall  have 
and  enjoy  all  liberties,  and  franchises,  and  immunities  of  free 
denizens  and  natural  subjects,  with  any  of  our  other  dominions, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if  they  had  been  abiding,  and 
born  within  this  our  kingdom  of  England,  or  any  otlier  our 
dominions. 

And  lastly,  because  the  principal  effect  which  wc  can  desire, 
or  expect  of  this  action,  is  the  conversion  of,  and  reduction  of 
the  people  in  those  parts,  unto  the  true  worship  of  God  and 
christian  religion,  in  which  respect  wc  would  be  loath  that 
any  person  should  be  permitted  to  pass,  that  wc  su«5peclcd  to 
affect  the  superstition  of  the  church  of  Rome,  wc  do  hereby 
declare,  that  it  i^  our  will  and  pleasure,  that  none  be  pcnnlltcd 
to  pass  in  any  voyage,  from  lime  to  time  to  be  made  into  the 
said  country,  but  such  ns  shall  first  have  tnkcn  the  oath  of  su- 
premacy;  for  which  purpose,  we  do,  by  these  prrisenls,  t^^ivc 
full  power 'Hid  authoritv  to  the  president  of  the  said  coUiicil,  to 
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tender  and  exhibit  the  said  oath  to  all  such  pcrapns  as  ^hall,  a: 
any  time,  be  sent  and  employed  in  the  s?id  voyage. 

And  we  also,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  succcssors,'do  covenant 
and  grant  to,  and  with  the  council,  and  their  successors,  by 
these  presents,  that  if  the  council,  for  the  time  being,  and  their 
successors,  or  any  of  them,  shall,  at  any  time  or  times  hereaf- 
ter, upon  any  doubt  \vhich  they  shall  conceive,  concerning 
the  strength  or  validity  in  law,  of  this  our  present  grant,  or  be 
desirous  to  have  the  same  renewed  and  confirmed  by  us,  our 
heirs,  and  successors,  with  amendments  of  such  imperfections 
and  defects,  as  sfiall  appear  fit  and  necessary  to  the  said  coun- 
cil, or  their  successors,  to  be  reformed  and  amended,  on  the 
behalf  of  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  and  for  the  furthering 
of  the  plantation  and  government,  or  the  increase,  continuing, 
and  flourishing  thereof,  that  then,  upon  the  humble  petition  of 
the  said  council,  for  the  time  being,  and  iheir  successors,  to  us, 
our  heirs,  and  successors,  we,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  shall 
and  will,  forthwith,  make  and  pass,  under  the  great  seal  of 
England,  to  the  said  council,  and  their  successors,  such  further 
and  belter  assurance  of  all  and  singular  tlie  lands,  gi*ounds. 
royalties,  privileges,  and  premises  aforesaid,  granted,  or  in- 
tended to  be  granted,  according  to  our  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing, in  these  our  letters  patents,  signified,  declared,  or  men- 
tioned, as  by  the  learned  council  of  us,  our  heirs,  and  succes- 
sors, and  of  the  said  company,  and  their  successors,  shall,  iu 
that  behalf,  be  reasonably  devised  or  advised. 

And  further,  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  that,  in  all  questions 
and  doubts,  that  shall  arise  upon  any  difficulty  of  construction 
or  interpretation  of  any  thing  contained  in  these  our  letters 
patents,  the  same  shall  be  taken  and  interpreted,  in  most 
ample  and  beneficial  manner,  for  the  said  council,  and  their 
successors,  and  every  member  thereof. 

And  we  do  further,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  successor^;,  charge 
and  command  all  and  singular  admirals,  vice  admirals,  gene- 
rals, commanders,  captains,  justices  of  peace,  mayors,  sheril}'>, 
bailiffs,  constables,  customers,  comptrollers,  waiters,  search- 
ers, and  all  the  officers  of  us,  our  hoirs,  and  successors  whatso- 
ever, to  be,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  in  all 
things  aiding,  helping,  and  assisting  unto  the  said  council,  and 
their  successors,  and  unto  every  of  them,  upon  request  and  re- 
quests, by  them  to  be  made,  in  all  mailers  and  things,  for  the 
furthci-ance  and  accomplishment  of  all  or  any  the  matters  and 
things  by  us,  in,  and  by  these  our  letters  patents,  given,  grant- 
ed, and  provided,  or  by  us  meant  or  intended  to  be  ^iven, 
granted,  and  provided,  as  they,  our  said  officer,  and  the  officers 
of  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  do  tender  our  j)leasurc,  and  wili 
avoid  the  contrary,  at  their  periU. 


APPENDIX.  56? 

And  also,  yro  do,  by  these  presents,  ratify  and  confirm  unto 
the  said  council,  and  their  successors,  all  privileges,  franchi- 
ses, liberties,  and  immunities,  granted  in  our  said  former  let- 
ters patents,  and  not  in  these  our  letters  patents,  revoked,  al- 
tered, changed,  or  abridged,  although  expressed,  mention, 
&c. — In  witness,  &c«  witness  ourself  at  Westminster,  the  third 
day  of  November,  in  the  eighteenth* year  of  our  reign  over 
jSngland,  &c. 

Concordat  cum  re-  Conveoit  cum  recordo, 

cordo  et  exam-  et  exara^ur,  pr.  me. 

inat.  pr.  me.  LAUR.  HALSTED. 

JOHANNEM  INNES. 
Exd.  VV.  S. 
W.P. 


Office  for  Ttade^  The  undersigned  Gsorge  Chalmers,  thp 
and  Plantations,  >  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Lords  of  the  Commit- 
Whit^halL  3      tec  of  Privy  Council  for  Trade  and  Fo- 

reign Plantations,  do  hereby  certifti 
to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  the  be- 
fore Patent,  upon  this,  and  the  53  pre- 
ceding pages,  is  a  true  copy  of  the  Pa- 
tent for  New-England,  dated  the  3d  No- 
vember, 1620,  trom  an  entry,  entitled, 
New-England  belonging  to  the  late 
Board  of  Trade :  In  testimony  whereof, 
I  have  signed  the  same,  this  4th  day  of 
March,  1814. 

GEO:  CHALMERS,  C.  C. 
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